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GENERAL COLLECTION 


or 


VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 


ASIA 


TRAVELS IN ARABIA. 

BTf 

CARSTEN NIEBUHR. 

ABRIDGED FROM THE ORIGINAL WORK. 


JOURNEY FROM CAIRO TO SUEZ AND MOUNT SINAI. 

Chap. L — Preparations for our departure. 

A lthough the chief objeft of our voyage was to vifit Arabia, we were 
unwillingly detained in Egypt for nearly a year. Several circuinfliances obliged 
us to this involuntary delay. 

On account of the pretended fanftity of the Pilgrims, Chnftians are prohibited from 
trav'elling to Arabia by land, with the caravan for Mecca. They are under a neceffity, 
therefore, of waiting till the feafon when the Red Sea becomes navigable, and veffels fail 
from the harbour of Suez for Jidda. 

While we waited thefe opportunities, we found it equally impoffible to vifit mount 
Sinai, or Jibbel-el-Mokatteb, the celebrated hill of infcriptions, both of which we de* 
figned to examine. The Egyptians had been at war, during all the laft year, with a. 
fmall tribe of Arabs who dwelt in the environs of Tor, wliich rendered fuch a journey 
imprafticable before the return of the caravan from Mecca, the conduftor of which 
had been conuniffioned to negotiate a peace with the offended Arabs. 

This Ikirmifhing war had arifen from the intemperate rapacity of the Arabs, who 
gain their livelihood by hiring out camels, and carrying goods between Suez and 
VOL, X, B Cairo. 





2 TRATPXS IN ARABIA^ BY CARSTEN NIEBUHR. 

Cairo. A number of veflels laden with corn, are fent every year from Egypt to 
Mecca. Oneof thefe velTels had anchored near Tor, to take in water, which is better 
and cheaper there than at Suez ; and the captain had made his whole crew go on 
fhore. The Arabs could not refill fuch a temptation ; but feized the Captain and the 
failors, and plundered the reffel. While this fupply of provifions lafled, they gave 
thcmfelves little concern about the refentment of the Egyptians. But, when they had 
ufed all the corn, and durft no longer go to Cairo, for fear of having their camels 
taken from them, and being otherwife puniihed, they found themfelves much at a lots 
for the means of fubfi Hence. They began, therefore, to pillage the caravans which 
go and come regularly between Suez and Cairo. T hey had even the confidence to 
reprefent to Government, that they would continue to rob the caravans, till an auinefty 
fliDuld be granted them for what was part, and fecurity given that they and their camels 
might come and go in fafety. 

So feeble is tiie authority of the Sultan who calls himfelf fovereign of Egypt, that an 
handful of raggamufEiis ventured to brave the pride of the Ottoman throne, and 
came off vnth impunity. To reftore peace and fecurity, the regency at Cairo^ found 
themfelves obliged to empower the Emir Hadgi to make the conceflion which the 
Arabs required. The treaty was accordingly concluded at a place where the caravan 
halted on their return from Mecca. 

As fooii as we reeeived notice of this event by the difeharge of a cannon upon the 
arrival of a courier with the news, w^e immediately prepared to fet out. Preparations 
for fuch a journey as that which we propofed to make, w^ould not occafion much 
trouble in Europe; biit in the Eafl, make a very ferioua and difficult concern, They 
merit a place here : for an account of them may contribute to the fuller reprefeuta- 
tion of the manners of the Eaft, and will fhew" what a variety of means mull there be 
employed to obtain the common convemences of life. 

A traveller, althougli lie know a little of the language, cannot want fervantc, who 
mull have been previbuily in thofe parts wliich he means to vifit- With fuch, we were 
ill provided. Our Swedifli fervant wac as much a ftranger as we ourfelves ; we had a 
Greek cook who had lived long enough in Cairo, but had never been out of Egypt ; 
an interpreter to afliil our phyficiau in his praSice, who had a renegado Greek, and 
had never travelled before; and a young Jew of Sana, who had before travelled the 
fame road upon which we were entering, but was regarded with fovereign contempt by 
the Mahometans, on account of the nation to which he belonged- None of thefe could 
be of much fervdee to us, in our intercourfe mth the Arabs. 

We had fo much the more occafion to fupply ourfelves carefully with provifions 
and articles of furniture; fome of which might be ufed with advantage in Europe, 
in military expeditions. In the defarts through which we were to trave!, a tent and 
beds were indifpenfably neceffary. We had a neat colleftion of kitchen utenlils 
made of copper, and tinned without and within. Inftead of glafibs which are fo 
liable to be broken, we ufed alfo copper bowls completely tinned. A bottle of thick 
leather ferved us as a caraffe. Our butter we put up in a leathern jar. In a wooden 
box, covered with leather, and parted out into flielves, we ftored our fpiceries of all 
forts ; and in another fimiiar box, we laid our candles ; in the lid of the latter, we 
fixed an iron focket which ferved us for a candleftick. We had large lanthorns of 
folded linen, with the lid and bottom of white iron. For a table, with table linen, we 
had a round piece of leather, with iron rings at certain dillances round it, through 
which cords were paffed, after our meals, and the table hung in the form of a purfe, 
upon one of our camels. But we imprudently put our wine into great fialks, called 
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in- the Eafi; Damasjanes, and large enough each of them to contain twenty ordinary 
bottles. Thefe vafes are very liable to be broken by the jolting of the camels, as we 
found by the lofs of a part of our wine. It is much better to put your wine, when you 
are to carry it upon camels, into goat’s ikin bottles. Tliis fpecies of veffels may, at 
firft, appear little fuitable for the purpofe; but they communicate no bad tatte to 
the liquor, if the Ikins have been properly drefled. The fame veffels anfwer bed 
to carry the ftore of water that is requifite in travelling through dry and defart 
countries. 

My companions hired horfes. But I, out of curiofitj'^, preferred a dromedary, and 
found no reafon to repent of my choice. On a camel, the fatldle is always open 
above, that it may not hurt the bunch of the animal; but a dromedary’s laddie is 
made like a horfe’s, and covers the bunch. The dromedary, as well as the camel, 
kneels to receive a load, or a rider on his back. At a certain fignal, he droops his 
head and neck, fo that one can alight and remount whenever there is occafioii, with¬ 
out making the animal flop. I fpread ray bed clothes upon my faddie, and was thus 
enabled to change my pofture, and tofeatmyfelffo as to avoid the direft impulfe of the 
fun’s rays. A dromedary walks with long and regular Heps, and the rider, of confe- 
quence, feels the motion no otherwife than if he were rocked in a cradle. When my 
companions, who rode on horfeback, were weary and faint by the fatigue of riding, 
and by the exceffive heat, I found myfelf as little fatigued as if I had fitten all day at my 
eafe, in a chaife. 

i* 

Chap. II — Voyage from Cairo toSiie%. 

THE caravan with which we had defigned to travel, waited a long while for the 
conclulion of peace between the governors of Egypt and the Arabs of Tor. A 
difcharge of camions, on the 27th of Auguft 1762, gave us notice of the return of 
the caravan from Mecca, and by confequence of the conclulion of a peace, which would 
render the road lecure, by w'hich we were to travel. We went immediately to find 
the Schiech from whom we had hired our hearts for the journey. He had pitched his 
tent near the village of Seriagus, W'here he, with his party, lay encamped, till we rttould 
find it proper to fat out. But 110 body mull ftir on that day. 

When large caravans pafs through the territories of the independent Arabs, they 
have at their head a Caravan-Bafchi, whofe bufinefs is to guide the caravan, and to 
treat with the princes who may exaft duties for the liberty of parting through their 
dominions. This chief regulates the depatture of the caravan, its journies, and the 
times at which it is to reft. But fmall caravans, fuch as ours, whofe expeditions are 
Ihort, have no liich gtdde. The chief merchant in the party always halts and proceed;s 
as he pleafes, and the reft follow his example. When none of die merchants in the 
company is confiderable enough to have this influence, the Arab who has inort: hearts 
of burden, regulates the reft. We did not know the precife time at which we were 
fet out, till the 28th of Auguft, when we faw troops of paffengers begin to move. 

Our caravan had no .very formidable afpeft. Being in hafte to fet out Irom Cairo, 
before tlie great caravan, which goes always to Suez, immediately after the departure 
of the veffels, we had not more than forty camels, which were loaded with corn and 
materials for building. Three of our camels were employed in carrying an anchor, 

I have already had occafion to remark, that carriages are unknown in Egypt and 
Arabia. 

We could not have been very formidable to any that might have been diljiofed to 
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attack US, Our camel drivers, who were but few, carried broken and rufty or 

poiiitlefs fibres* A few Schiechs, indeed, to whom the mofl of our camels belonged, 
carried complete armour, and rode upon dromedaries* But we could not truil to them 
for defence j for no Arab will willingly rifk his life to fave a Turk* It was our part, 
therefore, to keep in the middle of the caravan, and on no account to leave them, or 
encamp apart, unlefs we wiilied to be plundered* In fome places, where the danger 
was ieafl, my comrade and I ventured to go before the majn body of the caravan, to 
reft and enjoy purer air for a little* 

Leaving Seriagus on the evening of the 28 th of Auguft, we pafted near by a large 
village, called Hanfke, after which we returned into the great road, and about eleven 
at night encamped in a place named El Firn bebad The great road confiftsof a num* 
ber of parallel paths formed by camels who travel in files, juft as they pleafe* Two 
miles from Cairo, we faw a fquare area inclofed within a wall, feveral feet high, in which 
the principal inhabitants of Cairo aftemble to receive the Emir Hadgi, at liis return from 
Mecca* From this place to Adgerud, wuthin four leagues of Suez, the country is abfo- 
lurely a defait; for the Ipace of three and twenty leagues, neither houfes, water, nor the 
final left fpot of verdure being to be feen* 

On the morning of the 2961, we decamped early, after taking a very flight refrefli- 
ment. We Uavelled onwards, thirteen leagues, croffed the mountain of Webbe; and 
about funfet, encamped near the hill of Taja* The great caravan from Mecca had paflhd 
on the preceding night j but they travelUng farther tlian we to the fouth, we had, iu ^ 
confequence of this, failed to meet them* 

On the 30th of Auguft, likewife, we fet out early, and proceeded to Adgerud, where 
travellers are induced to halt, by finding water fit for drinking* Adgerud is a finalL 
caftle, that has been built by the Turks for the proteftion of the road, and the prcfer- 
vatloii of die wells between Suez and the enti'ance into the defart* AJthough built only 
about the end of the fixteenth century, it is now ruinous* Within three hours, we 
reached Bir Suez, where are two deep wells, furrounded with walls, and fliut up with 
ilrong gates, to exclude the Arabs from the water* This water, although bad, and 
almoft unfit for human ufe, is however precious to the inhabitants of Suez, as it ferves 
for dieir cattle* It is dratvn from the wells in leathern buckets* Bir Suez being only 
a league from Suez, we reached that city in good time. By my obfervations, it is thirty* 
two ordinary leagues, or three and twenty German miles from Cairo* 

Caravans ufed formerly to travel by Koflum, a city that flood farther to the north of 
the Arabic gulf, and of which confiderable ruins ftill remain* In former times, fliips 
entered the harbour of this city, which was famous among the Arabians* But the 
waters of the Reel Sea having here fubfided within their ancient limits, this h?.rbour was 
of neceflity defer ted, and that of Suez conftrufted* It appears, from tiie relations 
of the earlier travellers, that the city of Suez was not in exiftence in the end of the 
fifteenth century* It is firft mentioned in the beginning of the fixteentli century, and 
Suez is therefore to be confidered as a city of modern origin. 

Chap. Ill, — Of ibe City (f 

THE city of Suez ftands upon the weftern fide, but not juft upon the weftern extre¬ 
mity of the Arabic gulf* It is not furrounded with walls; but the houfes ai*e built fb 
clofely together, that there are only two paflfages into the dty,of wliich thatneareft the fea is 
open, the other fhut by a very infufScient gate. The houfes are very lorry ftruaures ^ 

the 
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the ka^ the only folid buildings in the city. Hardly any part now remains of 
the calfle which the furfe built upon the ruins of the ancient Kolfum. 

It IS very thinly inhabited. Among its inhabitants are Tome Greeks, and a few fa- 

inilies of Copts. But, about the time of the departure of the fleet, it is cro^vded 

wiEn llrrjigers* 

The ground lying around it is all one bed of rock, flightly covered with land. Scarce 
a plant is to be feen any where in the neighbourhood. Trees, gardens, meadows, and 
helds, are entirely unknown at Suez. Fifli is the only article of provifioiis plentiful 
nere. All oAer i^ceflaries of life, for both men and the domelHc animals, are brought 
fiom arar; from Cairo, which is three days journey diftant from Suez j Mount Sinai, 
at the diltance of fix days journey ; or Ghallb,at the diftance of feven. 

At Suez, tiiere is not a fingle fpring of water. That at Bir Suez is, as I have already 
oblerveA fcarcely good enough for cattle; but it is drawn to Suez twice a-day for their 
ufe. Thewaterofthe pretei^lodw-ellsofMofesisfollworfe and befides, thefe weUs 
he at a eague and a half’s diftance, on the other fide of the gulf. The only water fit 
for dnnbng that is to be had here, comes from the wells of Naba, upon the other fide 
of the more than two leagues diftant from Suez. The Arabs are the carriers; 

and they feU this wate- at the rate ofniiie French fols a Ikin j but, though reputed the 
belt, It is ftdl very bad, ' ’ o r “ 

Ship-building is the chief employment of the inhabitants of Suez: Although wood, 
and iron, md all the other materials, are to be brought from Cairo upon camels, and 
are o con eqLienee ver)^^deai\ I know not the precife number of veflels anniialiy em- 
ployedm the navigauon between this port and Jidda: I was informed that four or five 
bit. Sultan with corn for Mecca and Medina, which they convey to 

J dda and Jai^o; mid that fourteen others ferve to carry paffengers betweenTidda and 
Suez 1 he fhips bmlt at Suez have a very aukward rudder, made of a large beam, 
difent°mM?i‘' V^ dangerous and inconvenient. I faw a velTel in this harSiur of a 
Sfh t conftruchon, which had been built at Surat. So durable was the wood of 

St . it was 

St'™” w=is a from Cairo; and he kept a very numerous honTe- 

i" > of honourable exile; and being therefore 

ih7iitd f h- ““'■“"'sy theraptal, he liftmed eagerly to anypredidBonLefneahig 
t ^ "“1 MiOulman had foretell 

Uons lu the nefart, and fee whether they might not confirm the prediaion of the 
unved e^cufed ourfelves, as ignorant of the fublirae fcience 

mSanr fnturity. 1 his Bey was a Mahometan by birth, and the fon of a fugar 


Chap. IV. — Partkulan concerning the Arabs in the neighbourhood of Sue^ 

"P'’" the other fide of the gulf, are little afraid of 

foe citv ^telSwe^^^^ the inhabitants of 

of Naba Thefe thread ^oi'e water, and forbid them to come near the wells. 

mremL am^ reduce the city to the laft 

this citv if thev rniiM rpfnl * eiefore, ufed to pacify them. They might eafily ruin 

of goo* upon’thdr “ml from Cato m 
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We ourfelves experienced the infoleiice of thefe Arabs* The Schiechs, whom 
hired to conduft us to mount Sinai, not having fulfilled their engagement, werefuied, 
upon our return to to pay the whole fum that had been flipulatedt They threat¬ 

ened to kill us : We let them know that we were able to defend ourfelves. They theii 
declared that they w'ould deprive us of the water of theNaba- JVIr, Voii Haven lephed, 
that this was a matter of no confequence to Europeans who drank wine j an anfwer 
which moved the Turks to laugh at the expeiice oi the Arabs. But, as their tribe 
efpoufed their quarrel, it ivas ferioully feared that they might execute what they threat¬ 
ened, 'and reduce the city to diflrefs for want of water, "Wherefore, the goveriioi 
begged us to terminate the difference, and pay the Schiechs what they denianded.^ 

One thing that we had in view in our journey was, to examine the Hill of Infcriptions 
in the defart j and we were, therefore, defirous of receiving all poffible information 
concerning fo remarkable a place. On this occafion we difcovered a cuflom of the 
Arabs which defences explanation, becaufe it is connefted with their manners# 

On our arrival at Suez, we applied to feme Greeks for information concerning that 
hill. But none of them had ever heard of the name of Jibbel-el-Mokatteb. Ihey 
directed us, however, to a Schiech of the ti'ibe of Said, who had paffed his life in ti'avel- 
ing between Suez and mount Sinai* That Schiech was equally a ftranger to the name 
of the Hill of Infcriptions, But, underftandiiig tliat we would give a conflderable 
reward to the perfon who fliould guide us thither, he returned next day with another 
Schiech of the tribe of Saccalha, who pretended to have a particular knowledge, not only 
of that mountain, but of all other places in the defart where mfcripdons were to be met 
with. By his anfwers to our queflions, however, we foon faw that he knew as little as 
the former of the place which we wiflied to vilit. 

At lait, a Schiech of the tribe of Leghat was brought us, who, by his converfation, 
convinced us, that he had feen Hones infcribed with unknown chaiafters* When he 
learned that the objeft of our curiofity was called JibbekekMokatteb, he aflured us that 
this was the name of the mountain among all the Arabs who knew it* 

Pleafed with finding, at length, an inhabitant of the defart, at leaft, who could guide 
us to the place where the infcriptions were to be feen; we determined to take him for 
our conduftor, efpecially becaufe his abode, as he told us, was near to diat mountain. 
But the other two Schiechs, who had brought us the latter, warmly oppofed our purpofe, 
and infifted upon accompanying us, as well as he. The inhabitants of Suez advifed 
us to take them all three, and told us, that we could not travel the defart in fafety, 
without having guides from every one of the three tribes that inhabited the country 
between Suez and mount Sinai. 

This advice referred to the cuftom above-mentioned, which renders Arab guides or 
Ghafirs necefiary. Any perfon, whether Chriftian or Mahometan, who travels either 
hy fea or land along the coall of Arabia Petrsea, choofes a Ghafrr, a guide, or protedtor, 
to whom he makes prefents, either from time to time, in frie courfe of his journey, or at 
Jeaft upon his fafe return. He thus travels fecure and unmolefted- If the veffel in 
in which he fails, happens to be fhipwrecked, it is plundered by the Arabs; but his 
Ghafir, if prefent, fayes his goods from pillage* If the perfon whom he names as his 
Ghafir be abfent,' his property is however fet apart. But if he have no Ghafir, or 
name a fidlitious one, he is plundered, without regard to his rank or charadter. The 
Tuiidih merchants, from avarice to fpare a trifling prefent, or from pride, to avoid 
aflbciatmg ytith an Arab Schiech, feldom take Ghafirs, but they fufFer for the negledt. 
For thefe rights of hofpitality and friendfiiip are held facred among thofe Arabs. 

We therefore took with us the three Schiechs to guide us to mount Sinai. They 
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fuppUed us with camels for ourfelves and our fervants. To prevent difputes, we had 
our contraft written out by the Cadi of Suez, in the prefence of the Governor. 

Chap. V. — Journey frsm Suez to mount Stnau 

WE were anxious to fet out, that we might return to Suez before the firft ihtps 
fliould fail, in the beginning of Odober. In the fucceeding months, the palfage to 
Jidda becomes too dangerous. But our painter, Mr.Baurenfiend, had fallen ill,, 
immediately after our arrival at Suez, from the exceffive fatigues which he had under¬ 
gone. Although his aflillance was neceffary in our expedition, yet Mr. Von Haven 
and I refolved to fet out by ourfelves, leavmg Meflrs. Eorikal and Cramer at Suez, to 
take care of our fick friend. 

On the 6th of September 1762, we crofled the gulph, and fet out next morning 
with our Arabs. Befide the three Schiechs and their fervants, we were accompanied 
by feveral of their friends, who had for fome time carried water from the wells of 
Naba to Suez, and were now going to fee their friends in the defarts, hoping to live 
at our expence by the way. It is a rule with thefe people, that an Arab of diftmdion 
travelling, muft maintain all who choole to accompany him, whether it be at his own 
defire or not. We, as we lived at fome expence, were thought to be very rich. 

The firft day we travelled along the coaft of the Arabic gulf, through a fandy plain, 
having a few hills fcattered over it. The Arabs call fuch plains, when they lie Ibme- 
what low. Wadi, or vallies, becaufe water remains ftagnant in them, after heavy rains. 
We refted under a palm tree, in a place called Aijam Mufa, Mofes’ Fountains. Thefe 
pretended fountains, are five holes in the fand, in a well of very indifferent water that 
becomes turbid, whenever any of it is drawn. As the holes bear the name of Mofes,. 
the Arabs afcribe them to the Jetvifii lawgiver. After a day’s journey of five German 
miles and a half, we encamped on the fand, in the plain ot El-Ti. In the evening, a 
violent blaft of wdnd raifed the fand about us, by which we were not more incommoded 
than a fimilar incident would have incommoded us in Europe. 

The country through which we paffed, is femious as the fcene of the emigration of 
the Jews under Mofes. We were therefore defirous of learning from the Arabs, the 
names of all the places, and of all the mountains, efpecially in our way. Mr. Von 
Haven who could not refolve to make himfeif familiar with the Bedouins, could obtain 
nothing but vague and uncivil anfwers from them. I again fought to gain the confi¬ 
dence and friendfhip of one of thofe Arabs, by making him fome prefents, and caufing 
him to ride fometimes behind me upon my camel. From him 1 received honeft and 
diftina anfwers. To the objeds which I pointed out to him, he gave the fame names 
coming as going. I likewile meafured the diftances of places, by counting the fteps- 
of the camel, and comparing the number with the time in which they were travelled 
by my watch. By means of a compafs, I dillinguiOied likewife the direhhojis of the 
road. None of the Arabs underftood the nature of this inftrument. It is plainly, 
therefore, an idle tale, that they follow the diredion of the compafs in travelling through 
their defarts. ■ 

On the 8th of September, we travelled through the plain of Girdan. We faw, on 
oor way, an enormous mafs of rock, that had fallen from a neighbouring mountain. 
We entered next the valley of Girondel, and, after proceeding five miles and a half 
farther, found ourfelves in the vicinity of Jibbei Hammem Faurum. Next day, fending 
our fervants forward, we ourfelves ftayed to examine thefe environs. In the rainy 
feafon a confiderable torrent runs through the valley of Girondel. It was at this time 
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dry j yetj by digging in the bed to the depth of two feet, we found better water 
than that which is ufed at Spez. This valley not being deficient in water, has in it 
fevera! trees, and even groves that appear fmgularly ftrOcing to travellers from Cairo, 
w^ho have feen no fmnlar appearance in the previous part of their journey* 

Hanimam Faraan is the name of a hot fpring wliich rifes by two apertures out of a 
rock, at the foot of a high mountain. It is ufed in baths by the neighbouring fick, who 
commonly fiay forty days for a cure, during which their only food is but a fruit called 
l^afTaf, which grows here. An extenfive burying place near the baths, fuggeiled 
doubts in my mind of the beneficial effedts of this regimen. The tradition that the 
Jews paffed this ^vay, and that Pllaraoh^s army was drowned here, has occafioned tliis 
place to receive the name of Bhket-el-Faraun, The Arabs imagine that Pharaoh is 
doing penance at the bottom of thus well, and vomits up the fulphureous vapour with 
which the wajer is impregnated. 

This eaftern fide of the Arabic gulph is tolerably level and uniform* But the 
oppofite fide Is one range of lofty mountains; broken, however, and divided by two 
vales, by one of which we mult pafs in travelling from Egypt to the Ihore of tlie 
Red Sea, t 

^ We turned by degrees towards the north eaft, in purfumg the direft road to mount 
Sinai, and at length entered a narrow vale, which appeared to have been cut by the 
torrents in the rock. 1 he mountains which rofe upon every fide of us, in uninterrupted 
chains, were inafles of a fort of Hmeftone intermiiigied wdth veins of granite* In feveral 
places through them, I difeovered a quantity of petrified fliells, of a fpecies whicli is to be 
found with the living fliell-fifli in it, in the Arabic gulf* One of thofe hills is entirely 
covered \vith flints* The granite becomes more and more plentiful as we approach 
mount Sinai- 


from the places where we 
We could have wifiied to 
but our guides would not 


Our road lay often along the brink of precipices, commonly through ftony glynns, and 
fomedmes through -wide vallies, watered and fertile* Such were Ulaitu, El Hamer, and 
Warfan. We paffed alfo in our way, by Nalbe, the feat of fonie' Bedouins of 
this country. As water was fonietiines at a dillance 
encamped, our fervants were obliged to go to bring it. 
accompany them, in order to fee a little of the country 
always permit us. 

^ After paffing through the valley of Warfan, we turned a little out of the highway, and 

it ^tribe of Leghat. As it could 

to hope that I might take this opportunity 
Tn Sv Lr of the Schiech made me foon give up that hopZ 

y defciiption of this mountam, which I did not fee till my return, the reader will find 
an account of what happened to me upon this occafion. 

nf otiTl arrival to feveral of his friends, who, to the number 

degree embarraffed by the child, who feemed to be in no 


maiuiers. 
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-rat’aneiS. A tent, of which the original Arabic name is Cheime, is however, caUaJ by 
tfeefe Bedouins, Beit, which fignifies houfe; becaule tliey have no other houfes than 
tents. 

• MoH ofour Schiech’s friends were diflinguiflted by the fame title of Schiech, although 

iiowife fupeiior ill their air or drels, to the vulgar Arabs. 1 hence fuppofed the title to 
: me'4n no more among the Arabs, tbanMafter, or Sir, W'ith us. 

• Being determined to proceed on to mount Sinai, we let out from the dwelling of bur 
'Schiech of BeniLeghat, on the leth of September. The country became more moun- 
, famous, as we advanced. Yet "we paffed through fome pleafant vallies; I’uch were thofe 
of Chamela, Dahur, Barak, and Geima. Beiore reaching the vale of Ifraitu, whichj 
although furrounded with rocky and precipitous mountains, tiifplays ibme rich and 
cheerful pro^iefts, we were obliged to go over another lofty andahnoft inacceiliblehill. 

In this vale we met an Arabian lady attended by a fervant- In reipeft to our Schiech, 
fne quitted the road, alighted from her camel, and pafled us on foot. Another woman 
veiled, and walking on foot, who happened to meet us info narrow a part of the valley 
of Genna, that flie could not avoid us, fat down as we pafied, and turned her back upon 
us. I gave her the falutation of peace; but my conductors told me, that flie had turned 
her back in refpeS to us as flrangers, and that I had done wrong in fainting her. 

At the diftance of nearly feven German miles from the dwelling of our Shiecli of the 
tribe of Leghat, we found the abode of our other Scliiech of the tribe of Said. The latter 
was as little willing as the former had been, to pafs fo near his family without feeing 
them. We w^ere again therefore obliged to leave the highway, and to follow our 
condu&or half a league out of the road. The Arabs fet up cur tents near a tree, in the 
valley of Faran, and left us to amufe curfelyes there, in the beft manner we could, till 
they wont to lee their friends in gardens of date trees, feattered over the valley. A/Ve 
were at no great diftance from our Schiech’s camp, which confifted of nine or ten tents. 
We were informed that the ruins of an ancient city were to be feen in the neighbourhood. 
But, when the Arabs found us curious to vifit it, they left us and would give us no 
farther account of it. 

'I he famous valley of Faran, in which we now were, has retained its name unchanged 
fince the days of Mofes, being flill called Wadi Faran, The Valley of Faran. Its length 
is equal to a journey of a day and a hall, extending from the foot of mount Sinai to the 
Arabic Gulph, In the rainy feafon it is filled with water; and the inhabitants are then 
obliged to retire up the hills: it v/as dry, however, when we paffed through it. That 
part of it which we faw was far from being fertile, but ferved as a pafture to goats, 
camels, Md affes. The other part is faid to be very fertile; and the Arabs told us, that 
in the diitrifts to which our Ghafirs had gone, were many orchards of date trees, which 
produced fruit enough to fuftain fome thoufands of people. Fruit muff, indeed, be very 
plenteous there j for the Arabs of the valley bring every year to Cairo an aftonilliing 
quantity of dates, raifins, pears, apples, and other fruits, all of excellent quality. 

Some Arabs, who came to fee us, offered us frefli dates which ;were yellow, but 
fcarcely ripe. The chief of our Schiech’s wives (for he had two), came likewife to fee 
us, and prefented us with fome eggs and a chicken. The two wives of our Schiech 
prefided over two different departments of his affairs. One was placed at fome diftance 
from where our tents happened to be pitched, in order to manage a garden of date trees. 
The other was our neighbour, and fuperintended the cattle and the fervants. , The latter 
would not enter our tents, but fat down near enough by to converfeveith us. She 
complained of her hulband, who negleded her, fhe faid, for her rival, and fpent ail his 
ijme in drawing water in Egypt, or in carrying, articles, .of merchandize from one place 
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to another. Our law, by which every man is confined to one wife, appear^ to her 
-admirable. This was the firfl; opportunity I had of converfing, without reftraint, with a 

Mahometan female. -i r i. 

We left this place on the 14th of September, and, after traveilmg two miles tarther, 
in the v:illey of Fararij arrived at the foot of Jibbel Mufa, Up this mountaSn we afceniled 
a mile and a half, and encamped near a large mafs of ftone, which Mofes is faid by tim 
Arabs to have divided into two, as it at prefent appears, with one blow of his fword. 
Among thofe mountams we found feveral fprings of excellent water^ at which* 
for the firft time fmce my arrival in Egypt, I quaffed this precious liquid with real 
fatisfaflion* 

Chap- VI- — Of Mount Slnat^ and the Convent of St- Catharine^ 

THE Arabs call Jibbel Mufa, The hlount of Mofes, all that range of mountains whicht 
rifes at the interior extremity of the valley of Faran • and to that part of the range on 
which the convent of St. Catharine ftands, they give the name of Tur Sina. This fimilaiity 
of name, owing* mofl: probably, to tradition, affords ground for prefumption, t hat the 
hill which we had now reached was the Sinai of the Jews, on which Moles received the 
lawp It is, indeed, not eafy to comprehend how fuch a multitude of people as the Jews, 
who accompanied Mofes out of Egypt, could encamp in thofe narrow gullies, amidfl 
frightful aodprecipitoiis rocks. But, perhaps, there are plains, that we know not of, on 
the other fide of the mountain. 

Two feerman miles and a half up the mountain, ftands the convent of St Catharine, 
The body of this monallery is a building one hundred and twenty feet in length, and 
almoit as many in breadth. Before it ftands another fniall building, in which is the only 
gate of the convent, which remains always (hut, except when the billiop is here. At other 
tifnes, whatever is introduced within the convent, whether men or provificns, is dravm up 
by the roof in a balket, and \vith a cord and a pulley. The whole huildmg is of hewiL 
{tone; which, in fuch a defart, muft have coft prodigious expence and paiiis. 

Before the convent is a large garden, planted with excellent fruit Uees, The Arabs 
told ns, that the monks enter it by a fubterraneous pafikge. 

Thefe Greek ecclefiaftics are not allowed to receive an European widiout an order 
from the bifliop of Mount Sinai, who refides ordinarily at Cbiiro- He had promifed us a 
letter, but had fet out, without our knowledge, to Conftantinople- By the favour of the- 
Englifti anibaffador at Conftantinople, we had obtained another letter from a depofed 
patriarcn, who had reHded three years in the convent of St. Catharine* Believing that 
this letter might befufficieht to gain us admittance, we prefented it to thofe clergymen, 
through a fmall chink in the walk T. hey took fome time to conftder, and, after inakmg 
us wait long, let us know that they could not receive us, as we had not a letter from 
their biftiop. 

During this parley, many Arabs, who had obferved us from the neighbouring hills,, 
gathered round us. They are paid a certain fum for every flranger that is received into 
the convent. When the biftiop happens to be prefent, the gate is opened, and the convent 
jnuft entertain ail the Arabs who come in then. This cuftom is ver)^ burthenfome to 
thofe poor monks, who have nothing but alms to live upon ; and have their provifions^ 
which they are obliged to bring from Cairo, often ftolen by the way. The Arabs are in 
general very dangerous neighbours, T hey often fire upon the convent from the adjaceiit 
rocks^ Ihey feize the monks whenever they happen to find them without the Uails of 
the monaItei7, and refufe to reieafe thep, mthout a coididerable ranfom* We wimeff -d 

the 
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the uifolence of one of thofe Bedouins^ who uttered a thoufand abufes agaliift the 
inhabitants of the convent j becaufe they would not give Iiim bread at the very mftaiit when 
he artced it in a rogaini counterfeit tone of diftrefs. 

'fhat we might not occalion uneaf nefs^to thofe monks, we retired, and encamped at a 
quarter of a league diftance from the iiionaflery. As a recompence for our diicrelicn, 
they immediately fent us a prefent of fruits. Grapes could not but be delicious to perfcne 
lilce us, who had travelled lb long in parched and uncultivated regions, 

1 wiihed to chufe from among the Arabs who had gathered about us, a guide to condu£t 
me to Sinai, This, however, our GhaOrs would not peniut; w^hich occafioned a quarrel 
among them and the other Arabs. Next day, however, our Schiechs brought me an 
Arab, w^hom they qualified wdth the title ofSchiech of Mount Sinai, to procure him fome 
profit from us, by the right which he then arrogated to himfelf of attending ftrangers 
who came to vifit the inLountain. 

Under the conduft of this newly created Lord of Sinai, with our Schiechs, I attempted, 
on this fame day, to clamber to tiie I'urninit of that mountain. It is fa Jleep, that Mofes 
cannot have afcended on the fide which 1 viewed. The Greeks have cut a flight of Heps 
up liie rock, Pococke reckons three thoufand of thefe fleps to the top of the mountain, 
or rathei bare, point.d rock, 

Five huadr^d fleps above the convent we found a charming fprlng, which, by a little 
pains, might be improved into a very agreeable fpoL A thoufand fteps liigher flands a 
chapel dedicated to the Blelfed Virgin ; and five hundred above this, two othei' chapels, 
fituated in a plain, which the traveller enters by two fmall gates of miifoix w^rrk. Upon 
tliis plain are tw o trees, under which, at high feftivals, the Arabs are regaled at theexpence 
oi the Greeks, My Mahometan guides, imitating the practices which they had feen the 
pilgrims obferve, IfilTed the images, and repeated their prayers in the chapels. They would 
accompany me no farther j but maintained this to be the higheft acceflible peak of the 
mountain ; whereas, according to Pococke, I had yet a thoufand fteps to afcend. I was 
therefore obliged to return, and content myfelf with viewing the hill of St,Catharine at 
a diftance. 

Chap. VIL — Our return from Mouni SinaL 

^ IN the afternoon of the i6th of September, we defcended Jibbel Mufa, and pafled the 
night at the bottom of that cliffy mountain, at the opening into the valley of Faran, Next 
day, after advancing three miles through the vale, %ve halted near the dw^elling of our 
Schiech of the tribe of Said, 

Our Ghafirs left us again, and went to fee their friends in the gardens of date trees. 
During their abfence we met with a young Arab, riding on a dromedary, who had made 
himfelf drunk in one of thofe gardens. Underftanding that we were Europeans and 
Chriftians, he began to pour out abufive language againft us, much in the fame ftrain in 
which an infolent and ill bred young man in Europe might perhaps wantonly abufe a 
Jew, From this incident, we judged that the Bedouins ufewine. We could not help 
remarking at the fame time, that the law of Mahomet, with great wifdom, forbids the 
life of ftrong liquors, as they havefuch tendency to warm the pallioas, which, with the 
inhab tants of hot climates, have naturally but too much violence. In the cities, indeed, 
many of the Mahometans are in the habit of getting drunk. But, either for fhame or for 
fear of punilliment, they never appear drunk in public ; and take this vicious indulgence 
only in private, in their own houfes. Except that young man, I never faw another 
Mahometan brutally drunk in all my travels. 

c 2 


Our 
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Our Gliafirs returned, and we continued our journey on the acth of the 
month. Next diiy I advanced before my fdlow travellers, on purpofe again to view 
the mountain, of which I fiiall fpeak, when I come to defcribe’ the Egyptian place 
of burial. 

On the day following, w e had an opportunity of feeing a part of the road which \vs 
had‘pa*^«^d by night, \vhen travelling to Jibbel Mufa. In this place, near a defile, 
nanmd 0 m-er^ridg 4 ein, I found fome infcriptions in unknown charafters, which had 
bceh mentioned to me at Cairo. They are coarfely engraven, apparently with fome 
pointed inftrument of iron in the rock, without order or regularity. Our Arabs thought 
tht; tune loft which I fpent in copying thofe infcriptions. They were not very wrong ; 
but I lhall fpeak my fentiments on this head, when I give an account of Jibbel-el- 
Mokkateb. 

. On the sgtli of September, 'we arrived again at Suez. Mr. Baurenfcind was much 
recovered. Before we could reach the city we had to crofs the fame arm of the fea 
over which we had been ferried when we let out our journey ; but we could find 
no boat on the eaftern fide. Perceiving, how^ever, that the tide was ebbing, we ven¬ 
tured to ford this, part of the gulf. We fucceeded happily a little north from the 
ruins of Kolfuin. Our camels walked fteadily ; and the Arabs W'ho waded were only 
in water to the knees. This was perhaps the firft time that any Europeans attempted 
to'pafs herein this manner. This attempt Ihewed us that the waters in the gulf areu 
much influenced by the tides, and convinced us that in the ebb, the Red Sea may' be 
fafely p^ed on foot. 

After^“my return to Suez, I was deflrous to examine alfo the vreftern fide of the 
gulf, and the adjoining hills. I could prevail with no perfon to accompany me in fo 
dangerous an expedition, for, at the fmalleft diftance from the city, the pafl'enger is in 
no lefs danger of being robbed, than in the defiirt. At length, however, an Arab 
undertook to be ray guide. But he trembled at the fight of every human beinv that 
we met; and indeed tliofe whom we met feemed to be no lefs afraid of us. Thus 
teazed and vexed as I was, 1 could make but few interefting obfervations in thefe petty 
excurfioiis. 

I now, for the firft time, obferved an appearance with which I was Angularly ftrucfc, 
but which became afterwards familiar to me. An Arab, whom I faw approaching at 
a diftance, upon a camel, appeared to move through the air, with the gigantic bulk of 
a tower j although he was travelling along tlte fand like ourfelves. Several travellers 
mention this error of vifion, which is owing to a peculiar refi-aaion produced in theio 
torrid climates, by vapours differing greatly in their nature, from thofe which fill the' 
air in temperate regions, 

I could learn nothing certain concerning the canal which is faid to have joined the 
Nile w-ith the Arabic Gidf. No Arab w'ould condua me into that pai-t of the country 
through which it is probable that the canal might pafs j becaiffe the tribe ivho inliabit 
It were at variance with the inhabitants of Suez. In the neighbourhood of Su&z"'! 
could find no trace of any canal; unlefs the valley of Molheibaj behveen Bfr Suez and' 
the City, may be regarded as fucli. After the rains, a confiderable quantity of TvateV 
« remains ftagnate m this vale, which the inhabitants draw for ufe: and when the waters' 
are gone off, it is fbon covered with grafs. 


Ch AP, ' ' 
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Chap. VIII. — Of the Mountain of Irfcriptiom, and of anE^jpilan Eiirftr.g-phce. 

SINCE Mr. Chyton, bilbop of Cloglier, pubHIhed the namirive of the fuperior of a 
convent of Francifcans at Cairo, we have heard much talk in Europe of a difcoveiy 
made by that monk of a mountain covered wholly with inferiptions in unknown cha- 
raflei's. It was inagined that thofeinferiptions might fumiih fome teftimony conceming 
the ancient refidence of the Jews in that country: and, in this expectation, the biihop 
of Clogher offered five hundred pounds fterling, to defray the expences of his journey, 
to any man of letters who would undertake to copy them. 

But the marvellons part of this difeovery by degrees difappeared; and the fanguine 
hopes which had been built upon it vaniflied. Several travellers had before obferved, 
upon the way to mount Sinai, fonic rocks inferibed with ftrange characlers; even in the 
third G&nfcury, thefe inferiptions had been mentioned by a Greek author. Momonys 
had formerly copied fome of them, Pococke and Moiitague had copied others, and had 
communicated them to feveral men of letters. They v/ere judged to be neither Je^vi^h 
nor Arabic, from the appearance of fome ebarfe pieces of fculpture that accompanied 
them. Some confidered them as a mixture of Coptic and Arabic characters. At laft, 
a perfon, who was very w'ell verfed in Oriental literature, conjeftured that they might 
be Phceaician; an opinion which is the more probable, as the Phoenicians had, at a 
very remote period, lettlemeuts upon the ealfern coafl of the Arabic Gulph. 

. As little w'ere the learned agreed concerning the purport of thofe inferiptions, and 
the information which they might afford. Thofe who examined them the m»fl: accu¬ 
rately, concluded from their pofition, and the manner in which they were engraven, 
that they related nothing more than the names of travellers, and the dates of their 
jdurnies. In the fame place are ftill to be feen a vaft number of ill-engraven inferiptions 
in Greek and Arabic, of the names of perfons who. have fought by this means to tranfmit 
the. memory of their exiflence to future tiines- 

That I might be enabled to guefs for myfelf, I copied a-good number of thofe inferip- 
tions in unknown charafters, which we found engraven upon the rocks on the way to 
mouru Sinai, and fome of them upon the mountain. I have in my pofleffion a copy 
of anotner infeription, the charaflers of which differ from thofe wiiich I copied myfelf. 
It was copied by Mr. Donati, a learned traveller, whofe papers will be loft, as he himfelf 
has not returned to Europe. The place where thefe inferiptions are moft numerous, is 
in the narrow' prds of Om-er-rldftein, which 1 have already mentioned. The pretended 
Jibhel-el-Mokalteb may poflibly be in its neighbourhood. 

After examining the Situations and the engraving of thefe inferiptions, 1 incline to the 
opinion of thofe who think them of little importance. They feem to have been executed 
at idle hours by travellers who were falisfied with cutting the unpolillied rock with any- 
pointed inftruraent; adding to their names, and the date of their joumies, fome rude 
figures, which bcljieak the hand of a people but little Ikilled in the arts. When fuch 
inl'criptions are executed with the defign of tranfinitting to pofterity the memory of fuch 
eveptaas might afford inflriiftive leflbns, greater care is generally taken in the preparation 
of the ftones, and the inferiptions are engraven with more regularity, as I lhall have 
occafion to obferve, wfhen I come to fpeak of the ruins of Perlcpolis.. 

Although convinced t’.iat die wonderful part of the ftory of that mountain was perfectly 
imaginary, we took pains at Cairo to ini'orni ourfelveS particularly concerning its 
fituation; tmd as I have before mentioned, we found a Schiech of the tribe of Leghat, 
who pretended to know the famous Jihbel-el-Mokatteb, and promifsd to conduft iis 

7 thither,- 
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thither. We had been direflred to examine thofe curiofities; and we were eager to fee 

them, even for our own gratification. „ ,. ,, . n- u 

Arriving on the evening of the lotli of September at our Schiech s dwelling, ne 
condufted us next day, with our other Gliafirs, to that hill, which he had told us my 

in his neighbourhood. We climbed up it by s fteep s^nd rugged path, and inflead or 
inferiprions, were furprifed to find on the fummit an Egyptian cenietery. We gave this 
name to the place, although we had feen nothing of the lame ^nd in Egypt, where all 
fuch monuments are now funk in the fend. Hut a fiight acquaintaiice with the Egyptian- 
architeifure and hieroglyphics, and with the antiquities difeovered by Norden in Upper 
Egvpt, may enable any perfon to fee that the ruins ou the top of Jibbei-ei-Mokatteb 
can be no ocher than Eg)q>tian. 

It is covered with fton^ of from five to feven feet in length, mferibed with hierogly¬ 
phics, and fome of them ftanding on end, while others ;^e lying flat. T!ie more carehiHy 
tiiev are examined, fo much the more certainly do they appear to. be fepuichral flones^ 
ha^dng epitaphs inferibed upon them. In the middle of: thefe {tones is a building, of 
which only the walls now remain; and within it are likewife a great many of the fepiil- 
chral Hones. At one end of the building feems to have been a fmall chamber, of 
which the roof ftill remains. It is fupported upon fquare pillars ; and thefe, as well 
as the walls of the chamber, are covered over wth hieroglyphic inferiptions. Through 
the whole building are various bulls, executed in the manner of the ancient Egyptians. 
The fepuichral Hones and the buHs, are of hard and fine grained fand Hone. The 
Egyptians are knowm to have ufed granite, or fomefimilar fpecies of Hone, in all nheir 
w^orks of fculpture or architefture. 

The Arabs fulFered us to examine thofe curiofities at our leifure, and to note down 
upon the fpot, fome particulars relative to them. But when I began to copy fome of 
the hieroglyphics, they gathered all about me, and told me, that the Schiech of the 
mountain w^ould not permit this to be done. That pretended Schiech w^as an Arab of 
their acquaintance, whom they had agreed to honour with the title, and inveft with 
the power, on purpofeto draw money from us. The lord of Jibbel-eUMokatteb who 
had waited our approach upon the top of the hill, caitie up upon this and told us, that 
he would not for an hundred crowns fufFer us to copy the leall thing, or permit Chrif- 
tians to carry away any treafures that were hidden in his territories. The Arabs believe, 
or pretend at leaft to believe, that the Europeans are in poflelTion of fecrets by which 
they pn make any hidden treafure arife out of the earth, and can convey it away through 
the air, if they are only permitted to copy any infeription indicating its fituation. Upon 
this fenq^, they raifed a claim of either fliaring with us in the treafures which might 
be found, or receiving an hundred crowns for their permiffion to us to fearch Tor 
them- 

Defpairing of being able to bring thofe felfifh mortals to reafon, I fecretly promifed 
four crowns to one of our Ghafirs, who had always Ihewii himfelf honeH and obliging, 
it he would accompany me by ourfelves to that place, upon my return from mount 
Sinai, and give me time to copy what 1 pleafed. I have already obferved, th» this 
Anib kept his word, and I ciFeited my purpofe. The hieroglyphics which I copied were 
as well executed as any I had feen in Egypt. One thing in which they differ, is in 
exhibiting tlie goat, an animal common through this country whereas in Egypt the 
goat never appears as an hieroglyphic fymbol, but the cow frequently. Thefe mo- 
nunients may therefore be fuppofed to be the work, not of perfons aftually inha¬ 
biting Egypt, but of an Egyptian colony, or of fome people who had adopted the 
arts and manners of Egypt. The Arabs, who had in thofe early ages conquered 

5 Egypt 
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Egypt under their fhepherd kings, might bring with them when expelled from the 
fcene of their conquefts, the arts and manners which tiiey had learned from the con¬ 
quered people. 

Whether this conjeQure be rejefled or admitted, it ftill remains a difficulty how to 
account for the fituation of this cemetery, which mull have bdonged to an opulent 
cit)', where the arts were fiourilhing, at fuch a diftaiice from the fcenes of cultivation 
in the middle of a defart, and on thefummit of a precipitous mountain. This country 
is indeed more populous than it feeras at firft to be, for the Arabs ftudioufly conduft 
travellers by roads.paffing at a diftance from their dwellings. But, it is impoflible to 
conceive, how a populous and opulent city could fpring up in the midft of fuch a defart. 
It is more probable, that the inhabitants of fome maritime city upon the coaft of the 
Arabic Gulph, have been induced by a veneration for the mountain, founded upon 
fome fuperftitious fentiments, to convey their dead to this diftance, tliat they might be 
interred in facred ground. 

Chap. IX. — Of fame Cujlmu of tlte Arabs in t/je Defart. 

THE Arabs, as is well known, are divided into tribes. Speaking of thefe, they fay, 
Beni, which fignifies the fans of fome perfon; thus Beni Leghat means the tribe of 
Leghat. Thefe finall tribes have each its Schiech, who is commonly dependant on tlie 
Grand Schiech of fome more potent tribe. 

In our way to mount Sinai, we pafled through the territories of Beni Leghat, Beni 
Saualha, and Beni Said. Thefe three tribes are particularly connefted with the convent 
of St. Catharine, pretending to be its proteftors, although in reality its oppreffors. The 
tribe of Beni Said, who are the more immediate neighbours of the convent, have 
a very bad charafter. They are originally from Upper Egypt. 

Thefe Arabs, although fcattered in feparate families over the coraxtry, feem to be 
fond of fociety, and vifit one another frequently. A fort of politenefs too prevails 
among them, but it is too ceremonious. We witnelTed the etiquette of their vifits, at 
the dwelling of our Schiech of the tribe of Leghat. His friends having had notice of h 's 
return, came to pay their compliments to him upon the occafion. We had likewife our 
fiiare in their polite attentions, for they congratulated us upon our travelling through the 
defart, without meeling with any unfortunate accident. When they falute they join 
hands, embrace, and alk one another in a tone of tendernefs j “ How art thou 1 Is all 
well ?” When a Schiech enters a company, all rife, and the Schiech goes round to 
embrace every one in his turn. 

SomeTravellers have fancied, that a part of their politenefs upon fuch occafions, 
conhfts in mutual enquiries after the health of their camels and other domeftic animals. 
But fuch enquiries are rather taken ill. Although, as it is natural for two men of the- 
fame profeffion when they meet, to converfe concerning thdr affairs; fo two Betlouins,. 
whofe ibic employment is to manage their cattle, will naturally queftion one another 
upon that head, juft as our peafants talk of their fields and meadows. 

Their way of living is nearly the fame as that of the other wandering Arabs of the 
Kurdes, and of the Tmcomanns. They lodge in tents made of coarfe ftuff, either 
black or ftriped black and white, which is manufaflaired by the women of goat’s ^hair. 
The tent confifts of three apartments, of which one is for the men, another for the 
women, and the third for the cattle. Thofe who are too poor to have a tent, contrive 
however, to Ihelter themfelves from the inclemencies of the.weafher, either with a piece 
of cloth ftretched upon-pdles, or by retiring to the cavities of the rocks. As the lhade 
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oftrees is'ex'ceedingly agreeable in fuch torrid regions, the Bedouins are at great pains 

in feeldtig out lhaded.filuations to encamp in. , i • r - i • 

The furnitui-e correfponds to the fimplicity of the dwelling ; ihe chief article is a 
large ftraw matj which ferves equally for a feat, a table, and a bed ; the kitchen iifen- 
fds are merely a few pots, a few plates, and a few cups of tinned copper. Their clothes, 
with all their valuable moveables, are put up in leathern bags, which are hung within 
tile lent- rheir butter is put into a leathern bag^ and tlie water \%'h!ch the} life, is 
preferved hi goat fldns. The hearth for-the kitchen fire is placed any where, and^mth- 
out much trouble j it confifls of a hole made in the ground, and laid with hones. 
Inflead of an oven, they ufe an iron plate, in preparing their bread, which is made into 
Jiiiall cakes. They know no mills but fuch as are moved with the hands. 

Their food is eqUidly fimpic- They are fond of newly balver)^ bread, and in their 
excurfions through tlie defiirt, they are particularly careful to carrj^ witli them fufficieiit 
fupplics of meal. The only other viftuals which they ufe, are dates, milk, cheefe, and 
honey. On occafions of felKvals, indeed, a goat is killed and roafled. Although poor, 
and much inclined to live at the expence of ftrangers, they are, however, hofpitable 
among themfelves, and often invite one another to lhare their meals. Our Schiechs 
never a&epted a treat from any of their friends, without ftriving to repay it. 

The Arabs of the defart are drelTed much like their brethren in Egypt- 
difl'erence is, that the former ivear Ihoes of undi'cfled leather, and of a peculiar lhape. 
Many of them, however, walk with bare feet upon the fcorching fand, which renders 
their Ikin at length iiifenfible. They arm themfelves too like the Egyptian Arab, 
riding upon camels, as thofe upon horfes, and bearing a lance, a fabre, and fometimes 
a gun. 

The drefs of the females in the defart, although fimpler than that worn by the ordi¬ 
nary women in Egypt, is in reality, however, the very fame. The wife of one of our 
Schiechs wore an uncommon piece of drefs; brafs rings of an enormous fize in her ears, 
Thefe women living remote from the world, and being wholly occupied in the manage¬ 
ment of their domeftic affairs, appear to be, from thefe circumftances, lefs fliy and 
fcrupulous than the other women of the Eaft. They make lefs difficulty of converfing 
with a ftraiiger, or expoling their face unveiled before him. 

It is commonly known, that the Mahometans are permitted to have four wives. The 
Bedouins who are poor, and cannot eafily find the means of fubfi Hence, content them¬ 
felves with one for the moft part, Thofe who are in the eafieft circumftances, and who 
have two wives, feem to have married fo many, chiefly that they might fuperintend 
their concerns in two different places. The conduft of our Schiech of Beni Said, as 
as well as his converfation, led us to make this reflebbion. 'fhe difagreement that fiib- 
fifted between his two wives afforded an inftance of feme of the inconveniences that 
attend polygamy. 

VOYAGE FROM SUEZ TO JIDDA AND I.OHE1A. 

Chap. X. — Departure from Swez. 

DURING our abfence feveral fmall caravans had fucceffively arrived at Suez, and 
the arrival of the great caravan from Cairo, followed foon after our return from mount 
Sinai. Although from pirates, properly fo called, there is little to be feared in the 
Arabic Gulph, yet fo unlkilful are the mariners in thefe latitudes, that they dare not 
ventiu'e to any diftanpe from the coaffs. This timorous mode of failing migjht. expofe 
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A fmgle ^^eflel to the robbery of the Arabs, to nvoid whkh, thefe fhips fail m little 
fleets I four always fetting out together, that they may join to defend thernfelves. 

After the arrival of the caravans,"Suez feemed more populous than Cairo**, and as 
fuch a miiltifaide could not long find fubiiftencc there, all were eager to fet out vdthont 
delay. We were recommended to tlte mailer of two fliips that were to make the voyage. 
Although now accuftomed tn live with the Mahometans, yet in our pailage to Jidda, 
we fullered a ds'^ree of uneafinefs which we had not felt upon occalions ot greater 
danger,. Some Greeks had hinted to us, that the MuiTuhnans thought Chriflims 
unworthy of inaiLiiig this voyage in the company or the pilgrims who wctc journeying 
to the holy city \ and that upon tliis account we Ihould not go abroad tvith Ihoes upon 
our feet. Some of the pilgrims, indeed, feemed to look upon us little Ids unfavourdbiy’ 
than a Capuchin going to Jemfalem would regard a Protellmit, But tn be obliged to 
walk without Ihoes upon the deck was not an humiliating dillinaion, confined to 
Chriftians ; it was a reftraint to w'hich all on boai'd were iubjecced. Nobody in thole 
vefiels but mull walk upon deck without flioes. 

To avoid the company of the Mahometans, we had hired an apartment wnich we 
thought the bell. In a chamber oppolite to ours lodged a rich black eunuch, who 
going to Mecca j and ufeleis as it could not but be to him, was accoinpanied w idi his 
feragiio like a Turkilh lord. In a large apartment under ours were forty women and 
ilaves, with their children, whofe ciyiiig and iioife gave us no little dillurbaiice. kvery 
one of the other palfengers had hired a place upon the deck, where he remained witli 
his bales and parcels around him, having only^ a final 1 fpace vacant in tne middle where 
he might drefs his viduals, fit, and deep. Our Greek Tailors, who were very unfkilfuf, 
were perplexed by thefe incumbrances, and could not go about to ma.nage the velTel, 
without trampling upon the goods of the mere bants, Avhich produced endlefs difputes* 
Our vefle!, although large enough to have carried at leaft forty guns, was very deeply 
laden. Beiides her own freight, fhe towed after her three large Hrallops and one fmall; 
the three larger filled with paflengers, horfes, fiieep, and even of pleafiire. 

The mafrer, an honell merchant from Cairo, whofe name was Schoreibe, would not 
have been diftinguilhed among the feamen of Europe- He todk upon himfelf the tafli 
of pilot to the veffel ; but was indeed a verj^ unlldlful pilot- Between the two coinpalTes, 
where European navigators fet a light, he had placed a large magnet to reflore imper¬ 
ceptibly, as he faid, their magnetic virtue to the needles. It was with difiiculty that I 
perfuaded him to remove it. 

With fuch leamen, however, we were obliged to fail, although they^ durft not venture 
out into the open fea, but coafted round the Ihoresat the rilk of being dafhed in pieces 
upon jutting rocks, or llranded upon banks of coiaL We had paid the mailer for 
our pajffage immediately after agreeing for it. But according to the cuftom of the 
country, we were obliged to give an acknowledgement to the faiJors before going 
on board, which, in other places, is not expefted till palTeiigers are leaving the 
veffel. 

To avoid any difagreeable rencounters with the other paffengers, we had taken care 
to go firfl on board. We had yet feveral day^s to wait till the governor fliould infpett 
the fliips, to fee whether they were not overladen. This duty he never fails to perform, 
for a fum of money is payable to him I'rom each veflel upon the occafion, whicfi con- 

ititutes a part of his revenue. _ . * * t 

At length, after all thefe delays, the four fhips weighed anchor about midnight on the 
xoth of Otlober. The fide upon which we paiTed would have been dangerous, if the ‘ 
wind had not been favourable j for it is covered all over with coral rocks. *x he mips 
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call anchor every night, and we hatl then liberty to go on fliore, if we chole to mil the 
hazard, in order to fee any objecl of curiolity. 

Chap. XI.— Of the Harbour of Tor. 

THE harbour in which we happened to call anchor, was once a place of Ibme con- 
fideration ; but the fmall fort of Kalla and Tor is now ruinous, and without a garrifon. 
In its neighbourhood, however, are fome remarkable villages, the ufhabitants of w'hich, 
as of all this barren coaft, live by fifhing. 

The inhabitants of Beled-eii-Nalfara are Greek Chriftians. In the neighbourhood 
is a convent, but only a fingle ecclefiaftic in it. At Bir is a wellj the water of which is- 
better than that at Naba, but not equal to what the Arabs bring upon camels from tlie 
hills. All the pilots who fail between Suez and Jidda live in the village of Jebil. Each 
of thefe pilots receives five hundred crowns for the voyage; and gains fomething befides 
in the courfe of it, by inftrufting young perfons who accompany him, to learn his art, 
which conlifts merely in diftinguifiiing where the fand banks and beds of coral lie. 

Mr. Forlkal went on lliore to vifit the pretended Valley of Elim. Ihe ecclefiaftic 
belonging to the Greek convent fent a guide to condufl: him thither. He found it 
overgrown with date trees. As he did not immediately return, a report arofe in the 
veffel that he had been detained by the Arabs, for attempting to take draughts of their 
hillk Some merchants, who were alfo janiffaries, fet inftantly out, to relieve and bring 
him back. Happily, the report turned out to have been falfe, and Mr. Eorlkal returned 
without having met with any unpleafant accident. 

In this place we had an opportunity of feeing that whole range of mountains which 
terminates with Jibbel Mufa, and forms a mafs, of which the mountain of St. Catharine’s 
is the highell peak. One of thofe mountains rifes near Xor. We had a d’ftinift view 
of St. Catharine’s, and perceived how high it towers above Sinai. This vaft pile of 
mountains fills the whole trafl between the two arms of the Arabic gulf. Near the . 
Ihore, thofe mountains fink into fmall hills, which flope into fandy plains. 

Chap. HI. — Voyage from Tor to Jidda. 

WE continued till we had failed as far as Ras Mahommed, to call anchor every night. - 
But between that cape and the coaft of Arabia, we had to crofs the Red Sea at its full 
breadth. The Europeans think this the fafeft route, as there is not through the wdiole 
one rock on which a Ihip can be wrecked. But the Turks think themfelves undone, 
whenever they lofe fight of land. 

So many misfortunes happen, indeed, from the ignorance of their feamen, that they 
have reafon for their fears. Out of four veiTels that had fet out rather too iate in the 
foregoing year, two had periilied in thefe latitudes. Some perfons who had made the 
voyage in thofe vellels, narrated to us the particulars of that event, which afforded no 
bad fpecimen of the nautical Ikill of the Turks. When the ftorm arofe, all the faiiors 
and paffengers leaped into the boats, and betook themfelves to the ffiore. The two 
fliips being thus abandoned to the ftorm, one was daffied againft a rock, and the other 
fank. The mafter of the third cut away the cords of his boats, for which the paffengers 
threatened to cut him in pieces. But by explaining to them their danger, and pro- 
mifing to extricate them, if they iliouid not perplex and impede him, he prevailed upon 
them to affift liim in faving the Ihip. 

In our paffage, w<^ found ourfelves. in danger of a worfe misfortune than Ihipwreck,,. 
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The fenviles, who were lodged under us, more than once fuffered linen, which they 
were drying, to catch fire, in confequence of which the veflel mull; have been burnt, 
if we had not been alarmed by their fcreains, and haftened to their aflillance. The 
fecond time wdien this happened, our captain was enraged, and fent down an inferior 
officer into the feraglio, to beat the women for their carelelmefs. The infliSion of this 
puniflimeat produced, at firft, no fmail noLfe among them; but it was followed by 
four and twenty hours of a fweet fiience. Thofe women were, indeed, extremely 
troublefome and indifcreet. Hearing their voices fo very near us, 1 was tempted to 
look through a chink, and faw three or four of them naked and bathing. 

Nothing remarkable appeared upon the track by which we failed, unlefs a few fmail 
and deliirt illands,and the fommits of fome diftant hills. The lad objects that remained 
within our view, upon the coaft of Egypt, were the famous mountains of emeralds, 
called by the Arabs Jibbel Sumrud. 

On the 17th of Obober, an eclipfe of the fun happened, wliich had been foretold to 
our captain by Mr. Forflcal. I foew'ed this phenomenon through glafl'es to the captain 
and the principal merchants, with which they were much pleafedj for, among the 
Mahometans, a perfon who can predifl: an eclipfe, pafles for an univerfal fcholar, and 
efpecially for a very Ikilfii! phylician. Mr. Forlkal was confulted by feveral of the paf- 
fengers, who fancied theinielves lick upon a fudden. He mentioned fome harmiefs 
medicines to them, and recommended exercife and a peculiar regimen. At length, 
one of the pilgrims, complaining that he could not fee by night, my friend advifed him 
to light a candle. 'I’his humorous prefcription did him better fervice than the moll 
profound Ikill in medicine could have done : Thofe Muffulmans were pleafed to find 
him thus accommodate himfelf to their manners, and became very fond of him, 

"When we came near to the fmail ifie of Kallani, the Turks began to exprefs their 
joy at having efcaped the dangers of foch a paffiige, and having fo nearly reached the 
coaft of Arabia. Cannons and mulkets were fired ; the Ihip and the boats were 
illuminated with lamps and lanthorns; and ail was exultation and Jollity. The failors 
went round with a box, alking a dole from the paflengers; every one gave fome 
trifle; and they then threw into the fea,—not the money,—but the box in which they 
had coHefted it. 

Contmumgour courfe,we incurred confiderabIedanger,in doubling a cape furronnded 
with backs of coral, becaiife our pilot was drunk. Fie had frequently alked us for 
brandy, on pretence that he could not fee the hills, or the outline of the coaft, unlefs 
his fight were cleared by the drinking of a little ftrong liquor. We had refufed him, for 
fear of giving offence to the other MulTulmaRs ; but we foon faw that they are not fo 
fcrupulous, for the captain fent to us every morning for a quarter of a bottle of brandy 
to his pilot. The Greek merchants might perhaps have made him drunk, by adding 
to the dofe which he received daily from us. 

We arrived foon after at Jambo, a walled town near the fea, and having a fafe 
harbour. Not having feen a fingle houfc, fince we had left Tor, we felt no fmail 
pleafure at the fight of Jambo. 

Such as meant to take Medina on their way to Mecca, went on Ihore here. Three 
of our party allb landed, and took their fabres in their hands, like the other palfengers. 
An inhabitant of Jambo, fuppoling them Turks, gave them the faiutation of peace, 
Salam Alicum, and entered familiarly into converfation with them. But learning that 
they were Franks, he became vexed at having profaned his form of faiutation, by 
addrefling it to Chriftians, and paffionately railed at the infolent audacity of thefe 
infidels, who dared to wear arms in Arabia. But the other Arabs not feconding his 
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complaiat, my fellow travellers came onboard, without meeting With any other unplea* 

fant accident. ' . , 

After flopping for one day in this harbour, we proceeded upon our voyage, retiring 
by degrees from the coafl, near which many beds of coral rocks were fcattered. 
had an opportunity of feeing the town of Maftura, which ftands at the foot of a hill of 
the fame name. We doubled Cape Wardan ; and anchored nearRabogh, a permanent 
habitation of a body of Arabs, who lived there in tents. We purchaled from them a 

plentiful flock of provifions. . , ti_i • j* 

Pilgrims, in their firfl journey to Mecca, are obliged to affume the Ihhrara immedi¬ 
ately after paffing Cape Wardan, if the ftate of their health permit. This is a piece of 
linen, which is wrapped round the-loins. The reft of the body is naked ; and in tins 
ftate they proceed through the reft of the pilgrimage, till they have vifited the Kaaba. 
The only other garment they are fuS'ered to wear, is a linen cloth upon the moulders, 
which liangs down in the faftiion of a fcarf. But many, under pretext of indiipofmon, 
retain their ordinary drefs. Others, more devout, alfumed the Ihhram, although tney 
had been formerly at MecGa j fo that by the evening, we faw moft or thofe MuJulinans 
dreffed in a garb different from w^hat they had worn in the morning. 

It may feem ftrange, that Mahomet fhould have enjoined the obfert'ance of ftrippmg, 
which is fo injurious to the health of the pilgrims. But this law was iiiftituted at a 
time when his followers were all Arabs, and there was little probability that his reli^on 
would be propagated in more northern regions. His defign was to make the pilgrims 
appear with due humility, and in the common drefs of the Arabs. Thofe linens are 
Hill the only drefs worn by the inhabitants of this province. But the Turks, w'ho are 
accuftomed to wear w'arm clothes, and even furred cloaks, find it extremely uncom¬ 
fortable to change thefe for the Ihhram, Superftition maintains local cuftoms and 
inftitutions, even after circumftances have fo changed, as to make them counteraft^ the 
purpofes for which they were originally intended. The members of feveral religious 
orders retain, in cold countries, the common drefs of the warm countries in "which 
■ their orders were inftituted. In a chilling, climate we fee them repair, in the n'uddle 
of winter, to damp icy churches, becaufe the primitive Chriftians, in the mild climate 
of Afia,afl'embled through the whole year, in fuch buildings,which were there agreeable 
by their coolnefs. 

At length, on the 29th of Oftober, we arrived in the harbour of Jidda. The fame 
reafon which had induced us to enter the fliip before the other pafiengers, dilpofed ns 
to remain in it till they had all gone on fliore. Every one was to get away with his goods 
as foon as poffible, and to conceal them as much as he could from the officers of the 
cuftoms. They were particularly at pains to conceal their ready money, which paj-s 
two and a half per cent, of duty. One of the paffengers failed in the attempt to fecrete 
his money j for his purfe burft as he entered the boat, and his crowns fell into the fea. 
Thofe who defraud the cuftoms, fufter no confifeation of their goods upon deteflion j 
they are only laughed at. hi feveral places in Turltey, thofe detefled in thefe pratUces 
are compelled to pay the duties double. 

All who had been this way in the former year, and were now returning from the 
city, complained bitterly of the harlhnefs with which they had been treated by the 
cuftomhoufe officers. We were therefore perplexed about our ready money, not that 
we were unwilling to pay the duties, but we were afraid of being plundered by the 
Arabs. As the Mahometans are unacquainted with tlie ufe of letters of exchimge, we 
had been obliged to carry with us in Venetian fequins, the whole fmn that we intended 
to expend on our jouyney. After various thoughts, we jejolved to put our money in 
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tlie bottom of our medicine cheft, referving only two hundred fequm$, where we 
expected the officers of the cuftoms to fearch. Our ftratagem fucceeded ; and i.o 
perfon offered to move our medicines. 

7 ^he other three vefiels which had fet out with us from Suez, did not reach Jidda 
til] a confiderable time after our arrivaL One of them, by the ignorance of the fiiilors, 
had been in great danger in the courfe of the paffage. She was even overturned in the 
road, the failors haraig, in order to gratify the impatience of the merchants, in 
dilchai^ging the cargo, placed too great a weight of goods upon the fteni of tlie fliip. 
She was again raifed upon her keel, but a great part of the goods had fallen into 
the fea, and w^ere much damaged; a new iiiftauce this, of the unlkiliuhiefs of the 
Turkifli feamen. 

Chap. XIH. — 0/ Jidda^ and Hs Vkmlly* 

WE entered this city under flrongaj^prehenfions of ill treatment from Its inhp.bilnnts* 
Recollefling with wliat' contempt Chiiftians me regarded at Cairo, and Iiow our 
companions had been infulted by the Arab at Jambo ^ we feared that might 
experience (till more of the inhofpitable infolence of the Muffuimans, as we approached 
nearer to their holy cities. But we found ourfelves agreeably difappointed* The 
inhabitants of Jidda, who are much acculloined to Chriftian merchants in the European 
drefs, were not ftruck with any thing ftrange in our appearance, and did not feem to 
take much notice of us. We went freely to the coffee-houfes and markets, without 
fuffering any infults. But we underftood that none, except Muflulmans, are permitted 
to pafs through the gate that opens towards Mecca, or even to approach it ^ and kept 
therefore carefully at a difl:a 3 ice from that gate, left we might be difcovered.. 

Our letters of recommendation were of great ule tons* Mr, Goehler had been 
perfonally acquainted with the Pacha of Jidda, at Conftantinople, and had accordingly 
recommended us to him. We had letters from two confiderable merchants at Cairo, 
to two of the principal merchants in Jidda. A poor Scheich had given us one to the 
Kiaja, the Pacha^s lieutenant: a recommendation from which we had not expected 
much, but which was, neverthelefs, of more fervice to us than all the reft. 

That Scheich was fecretary to one of the principal members of the academy of 
Jamea-el-Afhar, at Cairo, He had been bom in European Turkey, and having often 
heard of the fuperiorky of theEm^opeanChriftians in matters of fcience,be caniefrequently 
to fee us, and was eager to receive information from us. He was a truly w^orthy man^ 
perfectly free from fuperftidon, and a friend to die whole human race*. Mr. Forfhal 
and I inftrufted him in the elements of botany and aftronomy. Pie, for his part, was 
very ufeful to us, exercifing us in the Arabic language, and explaining to us m^ny - 
things of wliich we mull: otlierwnfe have remained ignorant. In his youth, he had 
givai the Kiaja fome leflbns. He had written, without our knowledge by the lali 
caravan, to prepoffefs his oid friend in our favour: and gave us, bendes, this letter 
to him. 

As we had not time to deliver all our letters’ with our o^vn hands, w e fent thofe to 
the two merchants by our fervant, in hopes that they might find us lodgings. ^ But 
when they underftood that we were fo many, they excufed thenfelves, aliedging that 
it was not pofiible to find a houfe large enough. Had we been fewer, we might have 
taken chambers in the public Kan. Our Greek fervant, when we were thus at a bfs: 
for lodgings, applied to one of his countryinen, who w^as goldfmirh to the Sherriffe of 
Mecca, and in great credit with the principal men in the dty^ This goldfinitii 
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informed him, that the Kiaja, having had previous intimation of oui- cotmng, had gtvc^ 
him orders to do us any fervice in his power. He even offered us the ule of his own 
houfe for a night, and promifed us a whole houfe to ourfelves, by next day.. 

Upon receiving this notice,-we went inftantly to deliver the Scheichs letter to ye 
Kiaia ; who received us with great politenefs. We went afterwards frequently to ee 
him ; and in our anfwers to his quelHons concerning the cuftoms and manners ot 
Europe, we commumcatcd to him and his .friends more juft and fyomaole ideas of 
the Europeans, than they feemed to have before entertained. The Arabs confider us 
in the fame light in winch we regard the Chlnefe. They efteem Aemfelves ihe more 


his houfe, and to brmg from the interior parts of the country, the llirub which produces 
the balm in Mecca, the Aiahs looked upon this as a happy thought; and the more 
fo, becaufe the balm is not to be obtained pure at Jidda, but is commonly corrupted 
with an intermixture of extraneous fubftances, before it comes theie. xj i, j 

After a few days, we delivered our letter of recommendation to the Pacha. He hy 
alfo fome knowledge of aftronomy, and wiftied ro fee our inftruments. He thought 
them better than thofe ufed in the Eaft, and fliewed them to a Scheich, a learned T. urk, 
whom he had with him. The Pacha and the Scheich fpofce no language but the 
Turkifli, to which I was a ftranger. But we bad enough of interpreters ; and, among 
others three French and Italian renegadoes, in the fervice of the Pacha. Yeyhey 
knew not the terms of fcience^ either in their native language^ or in the Xurkiih* 1 
could not^ of confequeace, make myfelf well nnderllaod by the Pacha and our 
converfation upon thtde fubjefts was not long nor profound* A\ith the Kiaja I 
obliged to fpeak Arabic^ wliicJi I found not a Iiitle difficult, being ftill ignorant of the 

terms of feience in that language- ■ j i 

tOn the I ft of November, after hiring a houfe, we made our effects be earned to the 
cuftomhoufe, before faoiild remove them into the city, and had the pieafure to 
obferve, that we were not the iefs kindly dealt with for being known to the Kiaja-i 
That officer fat iu an elevated fit nation, with his clerks around him, and direfted 
goods of the merchants to be examined, piece by piece; but he was fadsfied with 
opening our trunks, and did not make them be emptied- The officers of the cuftoms 
,e.xpe£t a gratuity, when they behave with diferetion- The SherriSe^s goldfmith, who 
had taken upon himfelf the diredbion of our expence, gave them a trifle in our name 
publicly- 

The news of the arrival of a party of Europeans, among whom was an aflronomer, 
foon reached Mecca. Tlie brother of the reigning Sherrifte was at that time advancing 
with an army to attack the city. With the Mahometans, an aftronomer is always 
.deemed an afcrologer. The Sherriftb, therefore, direfied his Greek goldfniilh to 
enquire of me, Whether he fhoiild remain in poffefTion of the fovereign power, or be 
compelled to give place to his brother? I excufed myfelf from returning an anfwer, 
■as b^ng ignorant of future events, and as cultivating aftronomy only to improve the 
'art of navigation. But Mr. Von Haven replied, that, of the two brothers, he who bore 
the greateft refemblance to Haffan, the founder of the family, fhould remain victorious. 
This refpotife turned out the more happily, that the reigmng Sherrifte was enabled to 
maintain hinffeif upon the throne, 

A nobleman in Jidda afked me to difeover to him the thief who had ftolen two 
hundred fequins which he had loft* 3 alledged the fame excufe as in the former 
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cafe. He tlien applied to a famous Scheich, who was a better aftrologer than f. The 
Scheich gathered ail his fervants, ranged them in a line, and after a long prayer, made 
each of them take into his mouth a bit of folded paper, telling them, that^hey who 
were innocent might fv.?aIlow it with fafcty, but that the guilty perfon would be choked 
by it. They all fwallowed the paper, fave one,who, being thus" furprifed,and einbarrafl’ed, 
confelTed the theft, and made reftitudon. 

He is faid to have been Sultan El Guri, fovefeign of Egypt, who in the year 1514, 
furrounded Jidda with walls, to protefl it from the Portuguefe, then beginning to' 
become formidable on the Red Sea, Thofe walls ai'e frill Itanding, but are now fo 
ruinous, that a perfon may, in many places, enter over them on horfeback* The 
bridge is in an equally defencelefs ftate; a ruinous battery, with one difmounted cannon, 
is all that remains to fhelter it. Some cannons before the palace of the Pacha, are 
good for nothing but to return the falute of Ihips which enter the harbour. This palace 
is but an indifferent building, like the houfes of the other Pachas through the Ottoman 
empire. In the city, however, are feveral fine buildings of coral Hone. But the other 
houfes are-flight wooden fabrics, like the ordinary dwellings of the Arabs through the 
country. 

The city is entirely deftitute of water. The inhabitants have none to drink, but 
what is coilecfed by the Arabs, in refervoirs among the Iiills, and brought by them from 
thence upon camels. 

People of dillm£l:ion in this place drefs nearly as the Turks in Cairo. But the poorer 
fort wear only a Hurt without breeches. The Bedouins in the neighbourhood wear 
only the Ihhram upon their loins. The drefs of the women among the lower ranks 
is the fame which is worn by the Arabian females in general; large drawers, a flowing 
Ihirt, and a veil. Many of the poorer people are employed in fiming, by which they 
feem to earn but a fcanty living. 

The country lying immediately around this -dty is fandy and barren. If we may" 
believe tradition, thele regions have undergone no change fince the creation ; for the 
tomb of Eve is Rill Ihewn in a ipot at no great diftance from the fea. But I have 
remarked Tome fure indications of the fea having receded from the furlace of the land 
here as well as in other places. At a certain diftance from the fliore, are hills entirely 
compofed of coral-rock,.and having a perfefl refemblance-to the banks of coral lying 
along the coaft. 

As 1 was walking by the harbour, I had an opportunity of obferving a Angular 
praftice, which the Arabs ufe for taking up wild ducks. The perfon who is in fearch 
of the game, ftrips, puts fea weeds upon his head, and approaches the bird. The 
duck, not being alarmed at the fight of the fea weeds, ftirs not till the Arab feizes it 
it by the feet. 

Pococke, ^d fome other travellers, were not credited, when they fpoke of this 
mode of taking -wild fowls as pi-ad:ifed in China, But no fa£t can be more certain. 

Chap. XIV .—The G/yvemment and Trade of Jidda. 

JIDDA has been always apart of the dominions of the Sherriffe of Mecca. The 
Turkifii Sultan fends, indeed, a Pacha to this city; but he is not abfolute fovereign 
«f it. Ihe iupreme authority is fliared between the Sherriffe and the Turkifli governor. 
The latter is changed every year; and accordingly refrifes fometimes to obey the 
Pacha; as did the prefent Kiaja, in one iaftajice, during our ftay at Jidda. 


The 
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The SherriiTe keeps an officer, wJio is called Ins Vifier, to reprefent hmi m tbs 

eitv; ‘Add on this Viilcr^ foleiy, do all luch of the inhabitants of Jidda^ as are ths 
Sh’errifl>\s lubjefls, depend. I'his officer is always cliofen out of the family of tne 
fiherrifl'e, from amoiig thofe who afpire to the fovereigii power. A defcenda.nt of a 
noble Arab family %wiild not deign to compea]^ before a judge of a meaner birth. 

The revenue ariilngfroni the ciifiomsis fhared between the Sultan and the SherrifFe; 
Opan winch account the Klaja and the \^ilier always attend together, when goods are 
exainineil The dues of cuftom are fixed at lo per cent, upon the valtie of the goods, 
ef[ir:iated arbitrarily by the cuftomlioufe officers; fo that they may be coniidered aa 
equalj m reality, to or 15 per cent. The Englifii^ however, are particularly 
fai oureJ, even more dian the fubjecls of the Sultan : They pay only S per ee?tf* and 
are fLiiferedto difeharge this in goods; whereas all others mull: produce money* 

Afi liough the trade of Jidda is fo confiderable, yet this city is no more than a mart 
betv’^cen Egypt and India. The fliips from Sues^ feldom proceed farther than this port; 
and thi^fe from India are not fulTered to advance to Suez?. The mafi:er of a veflel 
from Surat being driven one year too far north to enter the harbour of Jidda, proceeded 
to Suez, and there difeharged his carg'O. But he was put in prilon next yeai‘ at Jidda, 
and obliged to pay the whole dues that would have been charged at Jidda, upon the 
goods which he had difpofed of at Suez. 

Were it not for this advantage, the trade of Suez would be very trifling. The 
circurajaceiit country aflbrds nothing but Taif almonds for an objefl: of traffic ; of 
tlicfe, indeed, the Englifii carry five hundred thoufand v/eight a-year to India- Balm 
of Mecca is alfo brought hither from the neighbourhood of Medina, as an article for 
exportation. 

The imports are greater, becaufe both Mecca and Medina are to be ftipplied from 
this niark^. l^arge quantities of corn, rice, lentiles, fugar, oil, &c. are imported from 
Fgyq^t, without wliich this part of Ai'^abia could not poffibly be inhabited. Ail goods 
irom Europe come alfo by the way of Egypt; and, on the other hand, thofe which 
are hrenght hither from India pafs generally into Egypt. ^ 

Maillet, who refided long in Cairo, imagined that it might be of advantage to tlie 
n^ifions of Europe, to condufl: their trade to India by the w^ay of the Red Sea, But it 
is dr.obdiil whether Ihips would be allowed to pafs the harbour of Jidda. They 
w ould undoubtedly meet with much fraud and chicanery at Suez ; for the proprietors 
of the veifels which trade at prei'ent between the tw^o harbours, are the moft refpectable 
merchants in Cairo, Befides, the exorbitant duties which w^oukl be exacted, would 
greatly curtail their profits. But European merchants would hardly be hindered to fettic 
at Jidda : One Englifhimm has lived feveral years here. 

A circmnltance which mufl always have an unfavourable influence upon the ftate 
€if tills trade, is the low ftate of the finances of the Government which prelides here. 
C oiituinally in wSM of money, they often require the merchants to advance foine part 
of me duties for the next year, and proinife to dilcount what is thus advanced, when 
it falls diiei ^ But theffi advances, when once obtained, are left to accuniulaie year after 
year, and will never be repaid. iheEnglifli have not yet fubmitted to thefeimpofitions i 
biu their nrm refulkl corumiially embroils them with the officers of Govermnent. 

No money is coincvl in this province ; the fpecie current here is all foreign, and the 
as at Condandnople and Cairo. But the larger coins pafs at a higher rate here 
than 111 CjUivo, beCsufe fmall money is more plentiful here than even 'where it is coined. 
Pilgrims bring this apundance of ftnall money into the country, to defray their travelling 
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«xpences, and tlie alms ’wliicli they are obliged to beflow on their journey, and in the 
Holy City- That fmall money is never carried out of the country, and tJie province is, 
by confequence, abfolutely overflowed with it. 

I have had occafion to fpeak of tlie trading JanHTaries. Thofe are properly merchants, 
who have inrolled themfelvcs among the janiflaries, that they might be protected by the 
privileges of that body from the inipofidons to wliich they would otherwife be expofed 
in condufklng their traffic; but they perform no militar)^ duty, and receive no pay. 
Such a janiffary is independent of the civil magiftrate, and amenable to no judges but 
the officers of the military body to wliich lie belongs. He enjoys alfo aji exemption 
from the payment of cuftom-houfe dues, for a trunk and two bafkets, which ;ue allowed 
them for the conveyance of their baggage and provifions. But, infLead of baggage or 
provifions, the trading janifiaries take care to fill the trunk and balkers with their moft 
precious goods. I have feen, likewife, fome fliip captains and pilots who had inrolled 
themfelves among the janifiaries, folely to acquire importance, and to fecure the 
protection of this powerful body, who are always ready to iupport and defend a 
brother janiffary; for fuch janifiaries did not lliare the privileges of their Turkife 
brethren. 

While we were in Jidda, the janiffary traders, refentmg the flriflnels with w^hich their 
goods were infpefted, threatened to defend themfelves with tlie help of their fellows, 
from what they called injuflice. The Kiaja and Vifier ordered ftrong detachments 
from the troops of the Pacha and the Sultan, to attend them to the cuftom houfe; and 
the mutineers were thus repreffed. But after our departure, the janiffaries affembled in 
arms; upon which the Pacha direfted fome cannons to be pointed agakift the houfe in 
which the ringleaders were affembled, and all became quiet, ^ 

Chap. XV. —Voyage from Jidda to Loheia. 

OUR orders were to proceed as direOily as polIibJe to Yemen; and nothing detained 
us at Jidda but the prevalence of the north wind, which kept back the arrival of the 
ihips going thither for coffee; for there were none elfe with which we could continue 
our voyage to the fouth of the Arabic Gulph. At lafi: fome of thofe velfels arrived 
in the beginning of December ; and we were advifed to take our paflage in a lliip from 
Malkate, bound to Hodeida, for a cargo of coffee. 

We went in hafte to fee this velTel, but were not a little furprifed to find it more 
like a hogfhead than a /hip. It was orJy feven fathoms long, by three in breadth. It 
had no deck'"; its planks were extremely thin, and feemed to be only nailed together, 
but not pitched. The Captain wore nothing but a linen cloth upon his loins; and 
his failors, who were nine in number, and all black flaves from Africa or Malabar, had 
nothing to cover their nakednefs, but about an hand breadth of linen, bound upon 
their haunches with a cord. Our friends perfuaded us not to ftickle at appearances, 
as the Arabs of Mafkate are efteemed good failors, and manage their fails like Euro¬ 
pean mariners; W’hereas the fubje£t$ of the Imam are very unfkilful navigators, and 
ufe mats for fails, which it is very difficult to manage. We took their advice and agreed 
with the mafter for our paffage to Hodeida, 

Our firfli intention had been to go ftraight by fea to Mokha, as we hoped that fome 
.Englifh veffel might be found there. But we were told, that this paflage would be ex¬ 
tremely tedious, and that we might travel more agreeably by land, and could meet with 
no moleflation in the dominions of the Imam. However, the danger of living among 
Arabs, whom we reprefented to ourfelves fuch as thofe whom we had feeil in the 
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defarl flill dwelt upon our imagination. But our friends again affured us, that our 
fears groundlels ^ nnd we accordingly determined to land at Loheia, or. rather at 
Hodeida, as we fiiould tJius begin the fooner to trayerfe Arabia the Happy. The Kiaja 
gave us letters to the Doks, or governors of Lolieia and Hodeida : and the merchants 
to \vlioni vve had been reconiniended, gave us others to fome of the principal ■ nier* 
chants in tliofe two cities. T'he Pacha gave orders that cur baggage {hould pafs 

unexainined, r j • t j - i 

We had freighted the veffel for ourfelves alone : but yet we found it laden with 

goods. The mailer excufed this, by telling us, that thefe were ablblutdy necefiary 
for ballaft, A fmall f'pace was however allotted to each of us, which we found fpread 
with a draw mat, intended equally for a feat and a bed, upon which we might fleep if 
we couUl Bales of goods occupied every place elfe, except one fmall corner, which 
ferved as a kitchen. It was impoffible, therefore, to walk or take the leaft exercife^ 
Mr, Cramer loft his watch the firft night between the boards and a mat of branches of 
trees, which was fpread all over the bottom of the vefiel, to keep the goods dry. It was 
found undamaged, when we reached Loheia; a circumftance which proves that the* 
timber of thofe veflcls is more clofely joined than one would at firft imagine. 

Wefetout from Jidda on the 13th of December, and our Captain followed the 
praflice of calling anchor every night; although tlie banks of coral are lefs numerous 
in the fouthern than in the northern part of the Arabic Gulph. If we had feen 
few towns or villages between Suez and Jidda, we faw no more betw^een Jidda and 
Loheia. 

Our voyage was uniformly fafe and pleafant. We obferved fome flying fiflies, 
which the Arabs call fea locufts. On the lixth day of our voyage, we overtook a 
veffel belonging to Hodeida, which had failed from Jidda three days before us. This 
was an inftance of the flow failing of the fliips of Yemen, whofe mat fails receive fo 
litde vdnd, that often the Arabs can fcarce get out of the harbour. We faw alfo 
feveral fmall veftels, which proceeded in fuch a manner as to fliew theinfelves to be 
managed by men of much more fpirit than the Turkifli failors. 

After feven days failing we anchored near Ghunfude, a confiderable city, but con- 
fiftiiig merely of huts. It belongs to the Sherriffe of Mecca, and is governed by one 
of his officers, who lives in a fmall ifle, at fome diftance from the city. He is obliged 
to pals daily between the ifle and the town, in order to attend the receipt of the 
cuftoms. All the Ihips which are employed in carrying coffee to Jidda, are obliged 
to anchor here, and pay a duty to the Sherriffe. They are under no neceflity of 
Hopping on their return; if the crew> however, wifh to' go on fhore, they may obtain 
a general permiffion for the payment of two crowns. 

Next day after our departure from Ghunfude, where we ftaid only one day, we 
paffed within fight of HaU, where the ■ Sherriffe of Mecca keeps a garrifon. This city 
is upon the confines of his dominions, and upon the border of tlie province of Hedjas* 
The neighbouring Arabs belong to Yemen. 

As our captain needed provilions, we had an early opportunity of forming ac¬ 
quaintance with thofe independent Arabs who live between the dominion&of the tw^o 
Shernfles of Mecca and Abu-Arilch. They are governed by Schiechs of their own, 
and profefs a religion which feems to have been that of their anceftors before Maho- 
met’arafe.^ We had heard it mentioned, that thofe people have a ftrong inclination 
to appropriate the clothes of travellers: in imitation of our fhip captain, therefore, we 
drelTed ourfelves modeftly and limply, in different fliirts, and in this guife went on 
fliore unarmed. Some men immediately advanced to meet us j inftead of a turban 
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they wore only a ftring upon the head, to confine tlie hair; and a cloth upon the 
loins was all the reft of their drefs. Conceiving our behaviour to be expreffive of fufpicion 
and diftruft, they threw down their lances, and told us that we had nothing to fear. 

As we wiflied to purchafe provifions, they led us to their tents. As we approached, 
two wolnen came out to meet us, and refpeftfully kifled the arms of the Schiechs, who 
kifted their heads in return. They wore no veils upon their faces; their eyes were 
blackened with lead ore; and they had black fpots impreffed, as ornaments upon 
their brows, cheeks, and chin. Thofe beauties, whofe complexion was a yellowilh 
brown, and who were almoft naked, immediately aflted us for Kochhel, to blacken 
their eyes, and for Elheune to dye their nails yellow. We w^ere not a little mortified 
that we had forgotten to provide onrfelves in thefe articles, by which we might have 
been enabled to gratify the eagernefs of thofe fair ones for drefs, and to fupply them 
with powerful aids to their charms. Theyiregaled us with milk and butter, which 
had been kept in goat ikins, and gave us bad bread to eat with thefe dainties. They 
were not difpleafed at our paymg them before hand. Although wandereis in the 
defart, they feemed to us more civilized than moft of the other Bedouin tribes. 

Next day, after this interview, we-halted near a mountain called Konembel, fitiiated 
in the middle of the fea, and faid by the Arabs to have been originally a volcano. It 
may pollibly be the remains of that burning iJland which is. placed by Arrian and 
Ptolemy in thefe latitudes. We few, likewife, not far off, the city of Gefen, fituate 
upon a tongue of land, on the coaft; but w'e did not venture to approach it; for the 
Sherriffe to whom it belongs bears the charafler of being inhofpitable to ftrangers. 

■ On the agth of Uecember, we arrived in the harbour of Loheia, and call anchor 
within a league of the town. 


ROUTE FROM LOHEIA TO EEIT EL FAKIH. 

Chap. XVI.— (y our Stay at Loheia, 

BETWEEN Suez and Loheia, we had heard much of the Independent Schiechs, 
who are unwilling to fuffer ftrangers to enter their dominions. From this circumftance 
we could not readily credit what was told us concerning the eafe and fecurity with 
which we might travel through the territories of the Imam of Sanai It vras for this 
reafon that we had wifhed to go ftraight by fea to Mokha; althougli we had been 
often enough oppofed by contrary winds, to make us weary of this mode of travel- 
ling. Two merchants of Mokha, who had fet out with us, determined, however, to 
continue their journey by land. We thought it might be proper to accompany them 
into the city, where we might learn from the governor, whether we could be fefe to 
travel by fend between Loheia and Mokha. 

Dola, or Emir, is the title which the Arabs give to the governor of cities. He of 
Loheia was an Emir, and his name was Farhan. He was a native of Africa, and 
entirely black;-but had been brought into Arabia in his youth, and fold to a man 
of rank, who was fince dead, after having occupied one of the firft offices in the fervice 
of the Imam. He had given young Farhan a good education, and had obtained for 
him a fmall office, in which he gave fo much fetisfaftion, that his merit foon raffed 
him to be Dola of a confiderable city. We found him to poffefs the dignified polite- 
nefs of a nobleman, the ftrift integrity, and the candid benevolence of a true friend to 
mankind. 
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We explained to him our fituation ; and told him that we were Europeans, and 
wlflied to go by Hodeida to Moklia, where we hoped to find fome Englifh /hips, in 
which we might take our paflage to India; but, being ftrangers to the country through 

which we were to travel^ had brought a letter to him from the Kiaja of Jidda^ and 
another from one of the principal merchants In Jidda to Maechfen-el-Makkawifch, the 
chief merchant in Loheia. The Emir had known a good many Europeans^ or Franks^ 
at Mokha> but had never before feen any arrayed in the garb of the Eaft, which is, 
however, univerfally worn by the Oriental Chriftians* "We knew that the MulTuImans 
regard Chrifiians witli greater efteem than thofe of any other religious community, 
except their own. When we were alked, therefore, by Emir Farhan, whether we 
were Franks or Nazarites, we replied that we were both ; fearing that he might, per¬ 
haps, take the Europeans for Pagans. M^chfen, the merchant was then fick j but 
the Emir fent for his clerk, to receive the detter in our hands, addreffed to him. 

Hitherto this governor had known no Europeans but India merchants. He was 
fujprifed when he underftood from the letters, that one of us was a phyfician i another 
in fearch of plants ; and a third, an^obferver of ftars. Struck with this fingulaxity, 
and fuppoOng that we might not be in very great hafle, he propofed to us to flay fome- 
time at Lohda, offering to fend us to Mokha upon his own camels. Maschlen, the 
merchant, who needed a phyfician, eaxneftly invited us, at the fame time, to take up 
our lodgings in one of his houfes. 

We were delighted thus to find the Arabs more civilized the further we pro¬ 
ceeded from Egypt, and to meet with fo polite a reception among the people who 
were the objeft of our enquiries. We were fUll more delighted that the people t heinfelves 
contributed to aftord us opportunities of traverfing their country unfufpefted. To 
hide our joy at the propofal, we exprefled our fears of danger in travelling fo near 
the feat or the war between the Scliiechs of Mekkrami and the SherrifFe of Abu-Arifch* 
But the Emir aiTured us, that we fhould be fafe from all danger atLoheia, and might 
travel in full fecurity through the whole territories of his mafter the Imam. 

\Ye no longer hefitated to quit the veffeL The captain not having taken the pre¬ 
caution to exact payment of our paffage,' wdien we came fii'fl: on board, now applied 
to the governor, begging him to compel us to pay in full for oiir palfageto Hodeida. 
The Emir generoufly replied, that he would pay his demand from his own purfe, if w‘e 
refufed ; and the merchant Hsschfen made the fame promife. We did not put the 
generofity of our Arabian friends to the trial j but felt ourfelves deeply indebted to them 
for their fervices. 


When we fpoke of the conveyance of our baggage to the fiiore, the Emir fent his 
owm boat for u; and, to fpare us all trouble, dire^ed the merchmt^s clerk to fatisfy 
tile officers of the cuftoms. ^ In the evening he fent us an excellent fiieep, as a prefent 
of welcome, and accompamed it witli a letter, in which he called us his guefts, and 
aiTured us of Ins fneiidiliip. His boat having only mat fails, moved fo flowly that 
we could not bring all our efteas on fliore. The Einir, underftanding that we were 
un^y upon head, immediately fent fome foldiers tb guard our baggage. 

We paired the mght on the fhore, whither our good friend Mmcfrii, who very 
naUtrally fuppofed that our coo^ii^ utenfils muft be yet in confufion, fent us an ex¬ 
cellent mpper. Nothmg vvas wanting but wine; and our aock of bad brandy, which 
we had brought from Jidda, was by this time fimfiied. We might have Wplied 
and other hquore, from the Jews of Sana, who manufaaureTarire 
vdTek articles; bin we Ibould have been obliged to carry them in copper 

UTels, wmch woutd have rendered them noxious to the health. They offered us a 

fort 
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foTt of howz^f which we found naufeous* We were^ therefore, obliged to content 
oorfelves ivith ihe profpeft of living without ftrong liquor of any kind for fome months. 

Our trunks were carried next day to the cuftom-houfe ; they w^ere opened j and we 
were afraid that they might be ftriSly examined* But the cuftoni-houfe officers behaved 
with great civility* We had remarked, that the Eniir^s attention was fixed upon our 
uiftruments folely, and that he feemed anxious to underfliand the ufes of them : We 
therefore expbiined to him whatever he wifiied to know, Mr.Forfkal fliewed him fome 
fmali objects through a microfcope j and he was mofli agreeably furprifed to fee minute 
infeSs magnified to fo large a lize* • 

The houfe afligned us for a lodging was built in the Eaftern faflilon, with a fquare 
court in the middle. There was not one well furnifhed room in it ^ yet it confifted 
of feveral diflinft apartments, into which the entrance was through an open gallery^ 
which extended all around it. This lodging far from being elegant, in comparifoa 
with the fplendid inns in Europe ; but in ^abia it was both elegant and commodious. 
At firft our court was conftantly filled with crowds of people curious to fee us* This 
we found troublefome; and therefore liired a porter who fuffered none to mter but 
perfons who had bufinefs to tranfa£b with us. 

Chap. X VIL — Of the City $f Loheia. 

TTIE city of Lohda has ftood only for thefe three centuries* Its founder and patron 
was a Mahometan faint, called Schiech Soelei, who built a hut on the ffiore where 
I*oheia now Hands, and fpent there the reft of his days as a hermit- After his death, 
a Kabbet, or houfe of prayer, was raifed over the tomb; and it was afterwards by 
degrees embellinied and endowed* Some devout perfons imagining that it would be a 
great happinefs to them to live near the remains of fo holy a perfon, built huts for 
themfelves about his tomb. Neai^Iy at the fame time the harbour of Marabea, a 
neighbouring city in which a governor refided, was filled up. The inhabitants upon 
this deferted their city, and fettled at Loheia, whither the feat of government was alfa 
transferred* 

I remarked upon this occafion, that the Sunnites, the prevalent fe£t in this province, 
although forbidden by the Koran to pay any afts of worlhip to created beings, yet 
regard their faints with very fingular veneration* In this pait of Arabia, the pofterity 
of the faints are treated with as much refpefl as is fhewn to the pofterity of Mahomet 
at Mecca. Every perfon who can number a reputed faint among his anceftors, is dig¬ 
nified with the title of Schiech, and confidered as an ecclefiaftic by birth* Families 
thus find it their interefl to eftablifh, by every poffible means, the fanftity of the perfon 
to whom they owe their origin, and to maintain the authenticity of the miracles afcribed 
to him* In this manner is fuperftition daily extending its infiuence among the Maho¬ 
metans, and feigned miracles are conftantly multiplying* 

The territory of Loheia is arid and barren. The harbour is fo indifferent that even 
the fmanelLveffels are obliged to anchor at a diffance from the city; and, when the 
tide is at ebb, laden boats cannot approach near it* Not^vithftandiiig this difadvantage 
a confiderable trade in coffee is carried ofi from Loheia ; the coffee is brought from the 
neighbouring hills, and expofed in one hirge heap for fale. This coffee is not i-eputed 
to be fo good as that which comes from Beit-ebFakih, and is fliipped at MokJia and 
Hodeida. But coffee is to be purchafed here upon more realbnabie terms y and* the 
carriage to Jidda cods left. On this account feveral merchants from Cairo live at 
Loheia, and others come annually hither to make purchafes of coffee. In this city are 
alfo forty poor Banians, employed in difterent trader. 
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Lohela, aithoiieh without walls, is not entirely defencelefs. Twelve towers, guarded 
by foldiers. Hand at equal diftances round it. Thefe towers refemble thoie m 
of the imperial cities of Germany; the height of its gates renders it neceffary to climb 
up to them upon ladders. In Turkey, and even in Europe, it would h^-e been 
gerous to approach near fuch fortifications, in order to examine them. But the Arab 
guards fat fmoking their pipes and drinking Kifcher, and gave me no interruption m 
my walks about them. Some of the officers even invited me to fit down and partake 
of their refrefhments. They put many queftions to me concerning the military Ikill 
of the Europeans, and feemed to be furpriled at what I told them. I ffiewed them our 
invention for writing without ink, and in their prefence, drew with a pencil the lines 
and angles neceflary for laying down the plan of the city, while they had no fufpicioii 
of my purpofe, but called on their comrades from the neighbouring towers to lee my 

exhibition. ^ . • r 

Only one of thofe towers, and that newly built by Emir Farhan, is fuch as to adnut of 
being defended by cannons. The reft are fo ill built, that the Arabs of Hafchid, foine 
time fince, made their way through tfiem, and fet fire to the city. The inhabitants are 
fenfible of the weaknefs of their fortifications. After our departure, upon fome hun¬ 
dreds of thofe Arabs advancing through die province towards the fhore, many of the 
inhabitants left Loheia, and took refuge in a fmall ifland, carrying with them their moft 
precious effects. But their terror proved to have been premature ; for Emir Farhan 
no fooner put his troops in motion, than thofe contemptible enemies retreated. 

Several of the houfes in Loheia are built of Hone; but the greater part are huts con- 
ftruflied in that fafliion which is common among the Arabs. The walls are of mud 
mixed with dung ; and the roof is thatched with a fort of grafs which is very common 
here. Round the wails within are a range of beds made of llraw, on wliicli, notwith- 
ftanding their fimplicity, a perfon may either fit or lie commodioufly enough. Such a 
houfe is not large enough to be divided into feparate apartments; it has feldom win¬ 
dows, and its door is only a llraw mat. When an Arab has a family and cattle, he 
builds for their accommodation feveral fuch huts, and inclofes the whole with a ftrong 
wooden fence. The population of tne cities of Arabia, therefore, cannot be propor¬ 
tionate to their extent. 

Lime is prepared in the neighbourhood of this city, by the calcination of coral from 
the fea in the open air, and without a furnace. In the larger maffes, when they were 
broken, we often faw oblong lhells,with the animal ftill alive witliin them. Thefe feas 
abound in beautiful ffiells and uncommon fillies. 

The water at Loheia is very bad and is brought from a diftance. The common 
people drink from a well vffiich is a league from the city. The bell water, which how¬ 
ever cannot be praffed as good, comes from two leagues and a half’s diftance. As 
wheeled carriages are unknown here, this water is carried upon camels or affes ; not 
in ffiins as- in Egypt and Turkey, but in earthen jars, a number of which hang upon 
each fide of a camel. Within two leagues of the city is a fmall lull which aftbrds con- 
iiderable quantities of mineral fait. 


Chap, XVIH, — Of the Jnhabiianis of Loheia, 

FROM all that we faw and from all that befel us in this city, we judged the inha¬ 
bitants to be curious, intelligent, and poliffied in their manners. All were eager to fee 
the Europeans and the wonders which they performed. After we had employed a 

porter. 
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porter, thofe who had no other pretext upon which they might obtain admiflion to us 
pretended to confult our phyfjcian.. One aiked liim to feel his pulfe, aiid to tell liiin 
what medicines or regimen he Hood in need of; wliile another enquired how it came 
that he could not fleep ? 

We had one opportunity of learning their ideas of tlie benefits to be derived from 
medicine, Mr, Cramer had given a fcribe a vomit which operated with extreme 
violence. The Arabs being llruck at its wonderful effefts, refolved all to take the fame 
excellent remedy; and the reputation of our friend’s Hull thus bec:;me veiy high among 
them. The Emir Bahr, or inipeftor of the port, fent one day for him; and as he did 
not go imrnediately the Emir foon after fent a faddled liorl'e to our gate. Mr, Cramer, 
fuppofing tuat this horfe was intended to bear him to the Emir, was going to mount him^ 
when he was told that t.;is was the patient he was to cure. We luckily found out 
anotiter phyfician in our party. Our Swedllh fervant had ferved among the huflar 
troops in his native countiy, and in that fervice had learned feme knowledge of the 
difeafes of horfes. He offered to cure the Emir’s horfe and fucceeded. The cure ren¬ 
dered him famous: and he was often lent for afterwards to human patients. 
Ihe Arabian pnyficians extend their care equally to men and horfes, and even other 
creatures. 

When we fhewed our microfeopes to Emir Earhan at the cuflomhoufe, the other 
Arabs were all afloiiuhed as well as he, to fee the fize of the infefts fo much magnified. 
A fervant who faw one of thofe magnified infefls, faid that they were the growth of 
Europe, and that thofe of Arabia, were in comparifon exceedhrgly diminutive. But 
nothing furpriled ti e people of dilUnOiion more than when they faw through a tele- 
fcope a woman walkingthey could not conceive how it happened, that although lire 
appeared topfy turvy, yet Vier under garments did not turn about her ears, and exclaimed 
repeatedly, Allah Akbar, God is Great. 

The children oblbrving that we gathered inle£ts, brought great numbers, which they 
afleed us to buy. Thofe who were grown up Ihewed alfo many indications of a turn for 
induftry, which, if properly diredled and encouraged, might render this people a com¬ 
mercial nation. 

Two Arabs came one day to fee us eat. The one was a young nobleman of Sana, 
who had received a good education ; the other, a man of fome confequence from the 
province of Hachtan, where few llrangers are ever feen, and tlie greateft fimplicity of 
manners ftill prevails. When we invited them to dine with us, the latter earnellly 
replied, “ God preferye me from eating with infidels who believe not in God.” When 
I afked him fome particulars concerning his comitry, he replied, '* What is my country 
to you ? Do you want to conquer it ?” He was aftomflied at every thing he faw, our 
fpoons, our plates, our forks. He allied fomefimple queftions which excited laughter. 
He then went out in a paflion, and his companion from Sana had fome difficulty to 
perfuade him back. When he came back he faw whole fowls before us, which fur- 
prifed that fober Arab not a Uttle, as he imaghied we had eaten too much befoj'e. When 
at iaft, he faw Mr .Von Haven about to carve one of thefe fowls, he ftepped fortvard,. 
and feized him by the arm, faying, with a peevifli tone, “ What, wdt thou eat ftill ?’* 
He then went out in a rage, and would not return. The young man from Sana apolo¬ 
gized for him, and begged us to excufe the fimplicity of his countryman. 

Mr. Baurenfeind and I fometimes diverted ourfelves vidth playing on the violin, which 
led fuch as happened to overhear us, to think us muucfruis. A rich merchant fent for 
us to come with our inftruments to his houfe. Wei -.iftd, becaule the Arabs look 
with contempt upon inuficians by profelEon, The merchuuc being old and not able 

to 
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to walk fo far, mounted an afs, and came with two fervants fupportiiig him to our houf^ 
in order to gratify his curiofity by feeing and hearing us. He was very polite, and 
affurcdusthathehadnoaverfion to Chriftians; for that a diverfity of religion was 
tolerated by God, the Creator of all. After fome converfation, he exprefled a wiiJi to 
fee our violins, and hear us play upon them. We played fome folemn times, which are 
more to the tafte of the Orientals, than our gayer niufic. He feemed to be plealed and 
offered each of us half a crown at parting. The Arabs refufe no prefents, however 
fniall, and he was not a htde furprifed when we declined accepting his money; eipeaally 
as he could not conceive what inducements any perfon could have to learn nuific if not 

to gain by it. , - , , i , j n 

This merchant was one of thofe few who wear their beards dyed red; a cultom 

which feeins to be difapproved by the more judicious Arabs. His reafon to us was, 
that a red beard was haiidfomer than a white one ; but others told us, that he had tiie 
weaknefs to think to conceal his age by this filly dffguife. He told us that he was about 
feventy years of age ; but his acquaintance affirmed that he was not under ninety. We 
had obferved of the Muffulmanp in general, however, that they feldom know their own 
age exaftly. They reckon by the moft remarkable incidents in their lives, and fay, I 
was a child when fuch an event happened, or when fuch a one was governor of the 
province or city. 

This merchant often afterwards invited us to his houfej and became at length fo fami¬ 
liar as to entertain us with a detail of his adventures. If we might believe his flory^ iie 
had enjoyed, one after another, near an hundred young and beauhfiil female flaves, all 
of whom he had fold, given in marriage, or reilored to liberty, after keeping them for 
fome time. He had ftill two of thefe \ ;md he would die content, he faid, if he could 
only forget the frailty of old age now and then in their company ; he oflered to make 
our phyfician a confiderable prefent, if he could reftore him fo much of the vigour of 
youth as might qualify him for this enjoyment. Another merchant who v as fifty years 
of age, had proniifed our phyfician an hundred crowns, if he would give him ibme 
remedies to fit him for the enjoyment of fome young and beautiful female Haves whom 
he Iiadjin a houfe at Mecca. But he was fo exhaufled by excellive indulgence, that 
neither Mr. Cramer^s prefcrlption, nor yet thofe of the furgeons of fome Englifh flups 
whom he had before coiifulted, could reftore him to his genial vigour. 

The women of Loheia wear large veils in the ftreet which cover their countenances fo 
entirely, that only one of their eyes can be difcovered, and that but imperfectly. Yet 
they make no difficulty of unveiling before ftrangers as they pafs, efpecially if they hap¬ 
pen to think themfelves pretty, and are fiire that the}' are not obferved by any of tlieir 
countrymen. Mr. Baurenfeiiid made a drawing of one of thofe females. Her brow, 
cheeks, and chin, were ornamented with black fpots, impreffed into the fldn, and ilxe had 
alfo her eyes artificially blackened. 


Chap. XIX, ^ —Departure from Loheia. 

AirrER examining all that feemed worthy of notice in this city and its neighbour¬ 
hood, we became defirous to proceed oil our journey, and to vifit the other parts of 
Yemen. It was requifite, however, that we fiiould affign a reafon to our friend Farhan 
for our earneftnefs to depart. By good fortune we learned that an Englifh vefTel was 
arrived at Mokha ; but this veffei, the Emir well knew, was not to fail from that harbour 
till June. We told him, therefore, that we had fome immediate bufineis to tranfaft 
with our couuii'ymeii that were nev/ly arrived ^ upon which account we meant to fet 

out 
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out for Beit el Fiikih, and after refting there a fliort time, to continue our journey to 
Mokha. He anfwered, that we were furely diffatisned with our entertainment at Lolieia, 
other wife we would not think of leaving it fo fbon ; and yet no governor could take 
more concern to ferve us than he. After convincing him that we were actually under 
aneceffity of fettingout for Mokha, we prepared for our departure. 

We had made a large colleftion of natural curiofitiesj the carriage of which by land 
would have cofh a great expence. We refolved, therefore, to fend our trunks, and all 
the baggage ive were not likely to need, to Beit el Fakih. The governor did us the 
tindiiefs of fending by the fame conveyance, a letter to the Dola of Moklra, in w'hich 
^le aflted him to fuffer our eff'efts to remain untouched at the cuftom-houle, till w'e 
Gurfelves ihould arrive. 

When we feet to take leave of our friend Emir Farhan he was indifpofed, and we 
could not fee him. But when he heard that we had determined to fet out, he defired 
that we would come to him very late in the evening. We found him in company with 
feveral Arabs ; before him lay an Englilh lelefcope which I lent him, a piece of filk 
ftuft, and a parcel of crowns. He would return me my telefcope, but I iniifted that he 
foould keep it; which, after long refufai he at laft, with vifible fruisfaftion, confenled 
to do. The piece of fdk, with twenty crow^ns, were a prefent intended for our phyfician j 
-and the reft of the crowns he prelfod us to accept, in order to pay the hire for our afles 
and camels. He and his company teftified the ttrongeft furprife, when they faw us refufe 
the money thus ofl'ered us j for iiiftead of refufing, Turkilh travellers are ready to de¬ 
mand Rich gratuities. 

We were unwilling to be butthenfome to the Arabs, and would therefore accept of 
nothing from them, withotvt making a recompenfe. We made the Emir a prefent of a 
watch, which, having never before had one of his own, he knew not how to manage. 
A merchant from Cairo, who was fettled at Lohea, promifed to wdnd it up every day. 
We parted with lincere regret from this good governor. 

We hired camels for our baggage, and faorfes for ourfelves. In Arabia, Chriftians 
are not prohibited the ufe of horfes; but thefe can rarely be had for hire. The ufual 
mode of travelling here is upon afles; which in this province are large, ftrong, fpirited, 
and walk with a pace not the moft pleafant to the rider. 

Travelling being as little expofed to danger in Yemen as in any other country in 
the world, we did not need to wait for thefetting out of any caravan. We therefore 
fet out from Loheia alone on the 20th of February, fending the camels before, and fol¬ 
lowing them ourfelves withiu a few hours upon our afles. 

Chav. XX. — Route by Tehama, 

THE territory of Yemen is naturally divided into two diftinfl; provinces. That part 
which borders on the Arabic gulf is a landv plain, which, as it fpreads backward, rifes 
^7 ^ gradual afeent into hills, and terminates in a lofty range of mountains. The plain 
is called Tehama. We had to crofs it on our way to Beit el Fakih. 

In the firft day of our journey we travelled through a parched and barren traS of 
country, along an arm of tlie fea which penetrates a conflderable way into the land. 
We relied in a cofiee-houfe fituate near a village. Mokeya is the name given by the 
Arabs to fuch coffee-houfes which ftand in the open country, and are intended, like our 
inns, for the accommodation of travellers. They are mere huts, and are fcarcely fur- 
nifhed with a Serir, or long feat of ft raw ropes ; nor do they afford any refrefliment but 
Kifcher, a hot infulion of coffee beans. This drink isferved out in coarfe earthen cups; 
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but perfons of diftinaion carry always porcelrdn cups if their baggage. Frefh water 
is diftributed graris. The mafter of the cuffee-hnufe lives cpmmt nly in fome neigh¬ 
bouring village, whence he comes every day to waif for paffengers. 

After a journey of fix German miles, we arrived by midni;:hi at a large city, in which 
a Siib-Dola refides, with a few loldiers. Emir Farhan had given us a letter to the 
deputy governor, with an order to the inhabitants to fupply us with a Iheep, which,, 
however we did not choofe to accept. But we came afterv/ards to underftand, that the 
inhabitants had been obliged to pay a fura of money equivalent to the value of the 
fliecp, which had been lhared between the Sub-Dola and a fervant of the Emir’s, who 
accompanied us upon bufinefs of his own. In the other villages through which we 
palled, therefore, we made no difficulty of accepting the Iheep wdiich’the Emir had 
ordered us. 

Through the whole country,'we found water fcarce and bad. But we met with many 
large villages, lefs dillant from one another than we fliould have expefted in fo barren 
a plain. Menegre is one of thofe villages of which we w'ere led to take particular notice, 
by finding in it the firft Manfale that we faw. A Manfaleis a houfe in which travellers 
are received and entertained gratis, if they wall be content with fuch treatment as is 
ufual in the country; they are all lodged in one common apartment, which is furnifhed 
with a Serir, and are ferved with Kifcher, hot millet bread, camels milk and butter. 

‘ "When the mafter of this Manfale underftood that fome European guefts were arrived,, 
he came to fee whether his fervants treated us properly; anti was going to kill a flieep 
for our entertainment, if we had ftayed longer. He caufed wheat bread to be baked for 
us, which is in this province very rare; and made them bring cow milk, when he faw 
us naufeate the vifeidity of the camels milk. Our Arabian fervants let us know, that 
he might be difobliged, if we fliould offer any compenfation for his kind hofpitality ; 
but the attendant who ferved us with thofe things, took an opportunity in a place where 
he could not be feen by his mafter, to afk a fmall gratuity. 

At Dahhi, a large village, where is a mofque, the tomb of a faint, and feveral houfes 
built of ftone, we ftayed a whole day. Near this we faw a tannery, tmd a manufafture 
of earthen ware, tvhich is prepared in the open air, and without a furnace. We faw, 
likewife, indigo manufactured here; it is fold at a cheap rat^j but is of a bad quality. 
Much of this dying fluff is ufed here ; for the women, among the commonalty, wear 
blue Hurts and drawers. 

From this village there is a direCt road leading to Beit el Fakih. But the traCt of 
country through which it paffes is extremely arid, and almoft uninhabited, and affords 
fcatcely any water. We therefore preferred a longer road nearer the mountains, and 
found reafon to be pleafed with our choice; for we met with feveral fmall woods, a 
number of villages Ikirted with buflies, and many wells, wffiich were from an hundred 
and fixty, to an hundred and feventy feet deep j but happily for both men and beafts, 
dug in fleping ground, for as the water is to be raifed by a cord dragging a leathern 
bucket, this is more eafily accomplilhed in going down Mil, than if the ground were 
barely level, or an afeent were to be climbed. 

We paffed two large villages under the jurifdiCIion of the governor of Beit el Fakih; 
but in neither of thefe did any thing remarkable offer illelf to ourobfervation. But in 
two places upon this journey, we faw fpots fcattered with fmall villages, bearing all the 
fame name, from which we were led to think, that fome fmall detached tribes might 
have fettled each in a particular diftrift of this province. We palled alfo two of thofe 
vallies fo common in Arabia, which when heavy rains fall, are filled with water, and 
are then called wadi or rivers, although perfeSly dry at other times of the year. 


After 
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After rcfling a night in one of ihofe wretched coffee-houfes, we arrived in the moriimg 
of the 25th of February at iieit el Fakih, and had onr trunks fent immediately to the 
culioin houfe ; but they were not inl'pefted till noon, and then in the prefence of the 
Dola. We, in the mean time, delivered letters of recommendation from Mjechfen of 
Loheia to Ambar Seif, one of the principal merchants in Beit el Fakih. This worthy 
itian received us in a very obliging manner, Iiired us a houfe, faw our elFedls carried 
thiiiier, and invited us to dine with him, till we could have matters put into order in 
our own habitation. 

Chap. TXi.^Of the City of Beit el Fakih. 

THIS city is htuated on a plain, which, although far from being naturally fertile, is 
however, carefully cultivated. The houfes join not one to another, but are built feparate. 
Many are of done, and the mode of building is every day improving; many, however, 
are ftill in that ftyle of architei 3 :ure which I had occafion to remark when fpeaking of 
Loheia- In the city of Beit el Fakih is a citadel, which is thought of the utmoft impor¬ 
tance in a country where armies are without artillery. 

The houfe whicii we occupied was a building of ftone; but the proprietor had been 
diflodged by a fpedes of ants named by the Arabs, Ard, Thefe ants, which are well 
known to naturalills, form covert ways, through which they introduce themfeives into 
houfes, where they dellroy equally clothes and provilions of all kinds. They are not 
lefe troublefome in gardens, where they alfo form their covert ways between the root 
and the top of trees, wafting the fap, and devouring the buds and the extremities of the 
branches. Our chambers were full of them j we took the meafures which are ordinarily 
employed to quit ourfelves of them, deftroying their cells and paffages feveral times 
fucceffively. 'Iheinfea, indeed, reft ores thefe with amazing rapidity, efpeciaUy in the 
dark j but it at length yields. On our way hither we had obferved a number of bullies 
covered with earth, in which were a vaft quantity of galleries formed by thofe little 
animals. The ilirub which they had attacked in this manner was always withered. 

The city of Beit el Fakih is not of ancient origin. It has exifted only for fome 
centuries ; and like Loheia, owes its rife to a faint called Achmed ibn Mufa, from whom 
it has derived its name j Beit el Fakih meaning the houfe or dwelling of the fage. The 
tomb of that faint is fliewn without the city upon a fandy hill, where a fine mofque has 
been reared. At firft, fome devout perfons built themfeives cottages round the tomb. 
The harbour of Ghalelica was about the fame time choked up; and the inhabitants 
of that city, for the convenience of trade, then removed all their efteds to the vicinity 
of this tomb, and fettled about it. When it had thus become a confiderabie city, the 
lord of the territory built a citadel for its defence, in a place where water had been 
found. The city is now nearer the tomb j and the vicinity of the tomb is ahnoft 
deferted. 

ft'hat faint was a great worker of miracles. The following is the moll wonderful 
which he performed, A Turkilh Pacha, who had been for twenty years a c.aptive in 
Spain, where he was bound with mafl'y and ponderous chains to two large Hones, had 
long invoked in vain, the aid of feveral different faints. At laft, he bethought him ol the 
great Achmed, and invoked him alfo in his turn. The faint ftretched out his hand from 
his tomb; and at that very inftant, the Pacha arrived from Spain, bearing with him his 
ftones and chains. The miracle took place on the evening of the anniverfary feftival of 
the faint, in the prefence of many witneffes. Such a miracle, of fo late a date, and 
performed fo publicly, they confider as proved by the moft unexceptionable evidence. 
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So modern a city cannot contain many antiquities of an intereftiag nature* Tet I 
copied here an ancient Kufic infcriptionj in the prefence of many fpectators, none of 
whom fufpeiled me, as the Egyptians had doncj of any intention to leek out and pilfer 
their treafures. They were all very obligingj and efpeciaily the Scheichs or learned 
Arabs, who feemed pleafed that Grangers fhould fliew a delire to acquire their language. 
In this city, as well as in Loheia, I obtained much information from a clafs of Arab literati, 
who came much about us, Thefeare denominated Fakih,and no where in rough Arabia 
do their circuniflances appear to correfpond to their merit. 

The city of Beit el Fakih is in a favourable lituation for trade; being only half a 
day*s journey from the hills in which the coffee grows, and but a few days journey from 
the harbours of Loheia, Hodeida, and Mokha, from which this commodiiy is exported; 
it naturally becomes the motl confiderable mart for it. This trade brings hither mer¬ 
chants from Egypt, Sryia, Barbary, PeiTia, Habbefch, India, and often from Europe, 
Here are alfo, as in all the other great towns in Arabia, a number of Banians, all of 
them natives of Diu, who are allowed the free exercife of their religion. Yet they 
dare not bring their women hither, nor bum their dead; and thefe prohibitions in¬ 
duce them to return to their native country, as foon as they have accumulated a little 
fortune, 

Beit el Fakih is the refidence of a Dola, whofe jurifdiftion extends over a frrge 
diftrift. This Dola feemed to take little concern about us ; and his indifference left us 
more at liberty than we had been at Loheia. Emir Farhan, having underftood that 
Mr. Forfkal rambled out through the neighbourhood by himfelf, thought that he might 
fall into fome miffiap, by expofing himfelf fo carekfsly, and therefore would notfuffer 
ns to go out of Loheia, without having one of his fokliers to accompany us. This kind 
of afliduity proved troublefome to us ; as we did not wiffi to have a witnefs to overhear 
all our enquiries, and fpy all our operations, Befides, we found the inhabitants of 
Yemen in fiich a ftate of civilization, that we could travel among them with the 
fame fafety as in Europe. The Dola of Beit el Fakih did us a real favour by 
neglefting us, and fuftering us ta travel about the country, unincumbered with 
attendants. 

EXCURSIONS THROUGH THE COUNTRY ABOUT BEIT EL TAKIH.. 

Chap. XXIL —Journey to Ghakfka. 

IN order that we might avail ourfelves of the liberty which we enjoyed at Beit el 
Fakih, 1 , for my part, purpofed to rifrt fome places which are now ruinous, but were 
once famous, and are mentioned by Abulfeda, I hoped that 1 might dilcover fome 
inferiptions tending to explain what changes the manners and language of this province 
had undergone ; I accompliflied, at'leaft in part, what I defired. 

As I was convinced that I might travel in fafety through all Tehama, I refolved to 
go by Ghaleffca, and to perform this expedition in as fmiple a guile as poffible, and 
without any appearance of fplendour or opulence that might prove a temptation to 
robbers. I hired an afs ; and its owner agreed to follow me as my fervant on foot. 
A turban, a great coat wanting the ffeeves, a ihirt, iiuen drav/ers, and a pair of ff ippers^^ 
were all the drefs that I 'wore. It being the fafliion of the country to wear arms in 
travelling, I carried a fabre and two pifiiols hung by my girdle. A piece of an old carpet 
was my faddle, and ferved me likewife for a feat, a table, and various other purpofes. 
To cover me at night,! had the linen cloak which the Arabs wrap about their Ihbulders, 

to 
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to flieUer them from the fun and rain- A bucket of water, an article of indifpenfablg 
neceflity to a traveller in thefe arid regions, hung by my faddle. I had for feme tioi 
endeavoured to fuit rayfelf to the Arabian manner of living, and now could fpare many 
conveniences to which I had been accuftomed in Europe, and could content inyfelf with 
bad bread, the only article to be obtained in moll of the inns. 

On the yth of March, I fet out from Beit el Fakih; and before 1 had travelled a 
mile. Yaw feveral villages; but upon all the red of the way to Ghalefka, which is four 
miles and a half, I faw not a fmgle dwelling, nor any mark of human induftry, but a 
few wells. For the two lall miles, the way lies through fo fandy atraft, that my guide 
often loll hirafeif; fuch are the continual changes which the wind produces on the 
feenery, by demolilliing the hilloclts, carrying the fund about, and forming others. We 
were even obliged to turn feveral times out of what we knew to be the true direflion, 
in order to avoid being buried in fome of thofe hillocks which were then forming. 
Ghalefka is at the fame diftance from Zebid as from Beit el Fakih. 

Ghalefka was once a famous city ; and the fea port town of Zebid was then in an 
equally fiourifl.ing condition. I'hat harbour is now filletJ up, fo that no Ihip, of how- 
ev^er fmaif bunlen, can enter it; not only has the fea receded, while the banks of coral 
have been augmented, but a quantity of land has been here accumulated by the winds, 
which aftually rifes into a hill of conliderable height. The ruins of a niofque are Hill 
to be feen here, which was dedicated to a fainr, who, by his prayers, obtained from 
Heaven an excellent fpring of water, for which the inhabitants believe that they ought 
Hill to be grateful to him. About a fcore of cottages now hold all the inhabitants of 
this once flourilhing city ; and dates, with the milt and fielh of a few iheep, are all the 
provifions they have. 

The fea affords them no fifh, nor any thing elfe but fait; of which every perlbn 
may have as much as lie pleafes, upon paying a finall fee to the Do la of Beit el Fakih’s- 
fecretary. 

In a burying place near this poor village, I found two llones bearing Kufic inferiprions; 
one of them was large, and Ifood on end ; the other lay flat upon a tomb, and was but 
final!, ihe inhabitants could not comprehend for what reafon I was fo eager to copy 
the inferipdons from the larger Hone; but when I returned next day to do the fame for 
that upon the Imaller Hone, I found it to have been carried away in the night. lap- 
plied to the Hakim or judge of the village, and offered him a trifle if he could procure 
me another fight of it. He led me through many turnings and windings to a poor hut, 
in which was the tomb of another faint j and we there found the flone that I was in 
fearch of j-by his account of the matter, it had not been hidden by the inhabitants, but 
the faint had brought it hither himfelf. Notwithllimding the faint’s care of it, the Haj- 
kim offered me this ftone with me to Beit el Faldh, if I would be at the expence of 
having it conveyed. 

Chap. XXIII .—Reiiirn to Beit d Fakih by the way of Hodeida. 

I SET out ne.xt day from Ghalefka, with my afs and hiS owner. The road lies, for 
the greater part of it, along the fliore, through a fandy and barren comitry. The only 
vegetables by which it is enlivened, are a few date trees. A number of coffee-houfes, 
however, and one village, occur here to the traveller. At fome diftance from the village, 
are a few houles fcattered among groves of date trees, but wliich are inhabited only in 
the feafon when the dates are gathered. I arrived the fame evening at Hodeida, which, 
is about five German miles dill:uit from Ghalefka., 

* The 
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The harbour ofHodeiJa is fomewhat better than that of Loheia, Yet large veffc-ls 
cannot enter it. The Dola of Hodeida is accountable only to the Imam* ^ But hm 
jurifdiftion is confined to tiiis city. His revenues confift, in part, of the duties upon 
cofihe exported. The inanfioii of the Dola, the cuflomdioufe, and the houles of the 
principal merchants, are ftone buildings. The reft of the town conCfts of huts built in 
the ordinary ftyle, Near the fea, ftands a fmall citadel, which could not prove a very 
ftrong defence. This city has alfo its patron faint, Sheich Sddik, w^ho is honoured 
with due veneration. 

At Hodeida, I found my friends Von Haven and Cramer, who had come hither to 
deliver two letters of recoinniendation from our friends in Jidda to the Dola, and an 
eminent merchant in this place. They had been received, lodged, and treated in the 
kindelt manner. But I, not being difpofed to lofe my time in vifits, returned on the 
next day, which was the 9th of March, to Beit el Fakih* 

In this feafoii of the year, night is always preferred for travelling through Tehaira, 
I (hould not have liad it in niy power, therefore, to diftinguifli fuch objects as de- 
ferved notice, if I had not chofen to depart from the prevalent cullom, and to exyofe 
myfelf to the torrid heat of the day. 

On the road, are a number of coffee-huts, but very few villages. A mile and a 
half from Plodeida, there is a well of excellent water, which is carried to that city for 
the ufe of the inhabitants ; the water which they have nearer, being very bad. As I 
approached Beit el Fakih, I pafTed through foine paltry villages; and arrived at 
my place of deftination, on the fame day upon which I had fet out. The diftance 
between Beit el Fakih and Hodeida, is, by my eftimation, feveii German miles; and 
this journey I performed in one day, under the moft fcorcliiiig heat, and upon a 
hired alV, 


Chap. XXIV. — Journey ia Zehid^^ 

HAVING found the Arabs very civil, and having met with no difagreeable acci¬ 
dent in my foil excurfion, I was impatient to fet out again. I accordingly departed 
for Zebid on the Jith of March, to fee the remains of that famous city, which was 
once the capital of Tehama ; and to inveftigate feme ancient inferiprions which were 
faid to be concealed at Tahaste, a fmall town in that neighbourhood. An Arab who 
was iGc^ned, but poor, accompanied me in this expedition, and was glad of the op¬ 
portunity of vifiting an old friend at Zebid, without expence. I was no lefs pleafed to 
have him for the companion of my journey, as his converfation was very entertaining 

Alter paffmg by feverai coffee-houfes, and through feme fmall hamlets, we came to 
a large village called El Mahad, Handing in a beautiful valley which receives the waters 
that fall from Mount Rema, In the rtiny fettfon, thefe waters form a river S 
fpreads into levera branches, and fertilizes the adjacent lands. A larjre quantity of 
mdigo pws m this valley Li thk too, there flood andently a coil 

fi er„b e city, called alio LI Mahad; but of it iio veftige now remains. 

Near ^bid are feme heaps of flones, which are faid to be part of the ruins of 
another large and ancient city, that was called El Haad. I arrived early in the morn- 
in t at Zebid, having travelled m a Ihoittmie five German miles, which is the computed 

didance between this town and Beit el Fakih. ‘-omputea 

t ^ -r^ and moli fertile valley in all Tehama. It was drv 

vheii 1 vifitedit; but, in the rainy feafon, a large river runs through it, and being, hkl 

the 
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the Nile, condofted by canals through the neighbouring fields, communicates to them 
an high degree of fertility. 

Zebid was once the place of a fovereign's rcfidence^ and the moft commercial city 
in all Tehama, But, fince the harbour of Ghalefka was choked up, its trade has been 
transferred to Beit el Fakih and Mokha; and this city now retains nothing but the fliadow 
of its former fplendour. Viewed from a diftance, it appears to fome advantage, by means of 
the mofques and kubbets, of which it is full. Several of thefe mofques were ere^Sed by 
different Pachas who refided here, during thefhort period while this part of j^rabiawas 
in the poffefiion of the Ottoman Porte, But Zebid pays dear for its exterior magni¬ 
ficence ; its inhabitants are impoverilhed by the numerous clergy belonging to thofe 
pious foundations, by whom the wealth of this place is almoft wholly engrolVed. I was 
told, as a matter of certainty, that if the wkole revenue of the territory be confidered as 
divided into five parts, the clergy receive three of thefe, the Iman one for the taxes, 
and the inhabitants have only one-fifth remaining for their maintenance. 

The Turks have left here one ufeful monument of their power 5 an aqueduct, which 
conveyed water from the hills into the city. But this work has been fo neglected, 
that only its ruins now remain, and the inhabitants are obliged to content themfelves 
with water from jtheir draw-wells j which is fortunately not bad, and in fuch plenty as 
to water many fine gardens that are to be feen in the neighbourhood of the city. 

Abulfeda aferibes eight gates to Zebid j but of thefe, only five are now ftanding, 
and the river is gradually breaking down a pai t of them. The w'^alls of tlie Old City 
are demolifiied, and the very ruins are fold by poor people, who gather out the ftones, 
and fell them for building new houfes. The prefent buildings occupy about one half 
of the ancient extent of the city. 

Z*ebk\ Is ffill diftinguiflied for an academy, in which the youth of Tehama, and of 
a part of Temen, ff udy fuch fciences as are culrivated among the Muffulinans. This 
is, befides, the feat of a DoJa, a Mufti, and a Cadi, of the fe£b of Schaffey ; and of two 
other Cadis of the fed of Zeidi, to which die Imam and the greater part of hisfubjefts 
profefs to belong. 

In the inn I met with the vaineft and moft fooliflily loquacious man I had yet feen 
among the Arabs. He was a Sheriffe, or nobleman of the firft rank, but, being 
poor and beggarly, travelled about the country, living at the expence of the more 
opulent profefibrs of his religion. Having been in Egypt, Syria,., and even in Abyflima, 
he boafted, that he could {peak feveral foreign languages, although all that he knew of 
thefe was a few proverbs. I wiflied to obtain fome information from him concerning 
the countries through which he had travelled j but he could tell nothing but the 
names of a vaft number of Schiechs, Pachas, and Dolas, by all of whom he pretended 
to have been received with the honours due to a defeendant of Mahomet. He dif- 
gufted and fickened me with everlafting babbling about his genealogy and high birth. 
He looked with difdain upon the T urkilli Sheriffes, and the Arabian Seids, becaufe 
they connefted themfelves in marriage with ftrange women, No perfon in his family, 
he faid, had ever married a vulgar wench. He gave the name of Sherifla to a 
poor woman who inade^coffee for us, this being the title by which ladies of the higheft 
quality are diftinguilhed; and harangued long upon a pure and illuftrious genealogy. 
His fon, a boy of ten years, who adted as his fervant, never received another name 
from him than Sheriffe Achmet. The father had hired only one Serir for his fon 
and himfelf together; whereas every other traveller, who is not abfcliitely mendicant, 
hires here a feparate couch, juft as feparate rooms are occupied by different travellers 
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in the inns of Europe. With all tliofe airs of greatnefs, he often abufed his fon, and 
called him Kaelb ibn Ktelb, dog fon of a dog. 

When I had finiflted niy refearches at Zebid, wc fet out on the 12th of March i 
and after a ride of two German miles, reached TahKte, which was once a town of 
fome magnitude, but has now dwindled to a fmall village. The road leads flill 
through Wadi Zehid, the vale or the bed of the river j in whicli the fields had a 
beautiful and rich appearance, whcever they had not been encroached upon and 
ravaged by the torrents. Much indigo is railed here; I counted more than fix hun¬ 
dred large vefl'els, in which this colouring matter is prepared for fale. 

In this village are alfo feveral inofques and houles ol prayer, reared over the tombs 
of faints or opulent perfons. Ibti Haflan is tlie chier of the flints. His tomb is 
always illuminated by night with lamps ; and one of his defcendants keeps a Manfale, 
or lioufe of hofpitable eiitertainmeiit in the village. 1 lodged in a common inn j but 
the mafter of the Manf.ile came to invite me to his houfe, and when he found me un¬ 
willing to remove, fent me a good fupper. I had been told that the mailers of Manfales 
accept no money; but he of Tahaete did nor reliife a fmall gratuity. 

Finding nothing remarkable in this village, w'e fet out upon the 13th of March for 
Beit el Fakih. I faw no houfes by the way except the populous village of Murra, 
fituate in the beautiful vale of F.l Mahad. In tins village are many" Kubbets, and a 
large Manfale, in which thirty or forty people are daily entertained. 

Chap. XXV .—Journey to Kahhme^ 

BEING now ftill more fatisfied by experience of the eafe and fecurity with which 
a perfon might travel through Yemen, I immediately prepared for another excurfion. 
The approach of Ramadan, which was this year to begin on the i6th of March, gave 
me fome concern. 

I was afraid that the Miiflulmans, who lived fo near the Holy City, might be Hill 
more rigid obfervers of this fall, than their brethren who were placed at a great dif- 
tance. The Egyptian Arabs, who had been in company with us m the preceding 
Ramadan, kept the fell as religioully, while w"e were travelling, as they could have done 
at home. Through the whole day they would eat or drink nothing; and they were 
difpleafed to fee us take the fmallell refrelhment. I Ihould not have liked to fuffer 
the fame inconveniences here. But I was not a little furprized to find that the Arabs 
of Yemen were lefs fcrupulous, and upon a journey, continued to take the ufiial re- 
frelhments, without mortifying themfelveswith ablliiience j but intending, as they faid, 
to keep Lent for as many days next month. But it is probable, that they would not 
always recollefl the number of days very accurately. 

After being thus fatisfied, that, although it was^Ramadan, I might Hill eat as ufual, 
I fet out upon the 19th, accompanied only by the owner of the afs upon which I 
rode, for Kahhme, where I expected to find fome remafins of antiquity in the ruins 
- / ^ by fome Villages; and, near the mountains, villages are 

indeed more numerous. The moll confiderable of thofe which I palTed was El Achfe 
famous for the tomb of a feint, named Schiech el Achfa, fon to the holy Achmet ibn 
Mula, whom I have before mentioned as the patron of Beit el Fakih. I alfo crolTed 
a vale, through wliich runs a river which joins the river of Rema. In the rainy feafon 
the latter holds its courfe to the fea, and enters it near Schurem. 

I went immediately after my arrival at Kahhme, to fearch for the antiquities of Lelue. 

But 
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But I found only a large burying place, filled with pentagonal ftones, each eight 
inches in diameter, and four or five feet long. When I faw thofe ftones, fo uniformly 
of this regular figure, I was at firft inclined to think, that they might have received 
it from the hand of art. But I foon perceived a hill in the neighbourhood wholly 
compofed of pentagonal ftones, where thofe people had found the feemingly artifical 
ornaments of their burying place. The rocks of that hill are a pile of vertical columns, 
of the figure and tliicknefs above mentioned, rifmg one over another, as well as 
fpreading for fome extent, in a parallel body, and feemingly joined by a fort of Jlight 
cement. I faw fome other piles of rocks of the fame Ibrt, in other places through 
J\rabia,^ After my return to Europe I found, in a manufcript written by Mr. Ksenig, 
that this learned Dane had difcovered in Iceland, mountains confifthig of limilar pen¬ 
tagonal columns, arranged in a vertical pofition, each column three ells in height, and 
half an ell thick. Thefe ftones are called by naturalifts, Bafaltes. 

i^er examining the few curiofities which Kahhme afforded, I returned to Beit el 
Fakili, purpofing foon to fet out on fome new excurfions. 

Chap. XXVI, — Journey to C^ee-Mountains, 

DURING my abfence, Mr. Foril^al had not been idle upon the hills where the coffee 
is produced, whither he had gone to profecute his botanical refearches. His defcrip- 
tion of that part of the comrtry had already induced Meffrs. Cramer and Baurenfeind 
to follow him; I alfo refolved to join my comrades, that I might breathe cooler air, 
and drink better water. The fpace I had to travel was only half’a day’s journey ; and, 
in the courfe of this, I met with nothing remarkable, 

I foon came within fight of the fniall town of Hadie, fituate upon one of the fore- 
moft eminences. The roads are very bad: A caufeway was, indeed, formed by the 
Turks; but it has been fuffered to fail away, without receiving any repairs. My 
friends, whom I had expefted to find in this town, were in the gardens upon the hill. I 
came up with them, after travelling two hours longer, near Bulgofa, one of thofe villages 
whofe inhabitants fubfift upon the profits which their crops of coffee afford. Neither 
affes nor mules can be ufed here : the bills are to be climbed by narrow and fteep 
paths; yet, in coniparifon with the parched plains of Tehama, the feenery feemed to me 
charming, as it was covered with gardens and plantations of coffee trees. 

In the neighbourhood of Kahhme I had feen only one finall bafaltic hill; but here, 
whole mountains were compofed chiefly of thofe columns. Such detached rocks 
formed grand obje&s in the landfcape, efpecially where cafeades of water were feen to 
rufh from their fummits. The cafeades, in fuch inftances, had the appearance of be- 
ing fupported by rows of artifiicial pillars. Thefe bafaltes are of great utility to the 
inhabitants: the columns, which are eafily feparated, ferve as fteps where the affent 
is moft difficult; and as materials for walls to fupport the plantations of coffee trees, 
upon the fteep declivities of the mountains. 

The tree wMch affords the coffee is well known in Europe; fo that I need not here 
deferibe it particularly. The coffee trees were all in flower at Bulgofa, and exhaled an 
exquifitely agreeable perfume. They are planted upon terraces, in the form of an 
amphitheatre. Moft of them are only watered by the rains that fall; but fome, indeed, 
from large refervoirs upon the heights ; in which fpring water is colledfed, in order to 
be fprinkled upon tlie terraces; where the trees grow fo thick together, that the ray^ 
01 the fun can hardly enter among their branches. We were told, that thofe treeSg 
thus artificially watered, yielded ripe fruit twice in the year: bpt the fruit becomcj. 
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not fufly ripe the fecond time: and the coffee of the fecond crop is alW'ays inferior in 
quality to that of the firft. 

Stones being more common in this part of the country, than at Tehama, the houfes, 
as well of the villages as thofe which are fcattcred folitarily over the hills, are built 
of tliis material. Although not to be compared with the houfes in Europe for commo- 
dioufnefs or elegance, yet they have a good appearance; efpecially fuch of them as 
ftand upon the heights, with beautiful gardens, and trees, arranged in the form of an 
ampliitheatre around them. 

Even at Bulgofa, we were greatly above the level of the plain from which we had 
afcended ; yet, fcarcely had we climbed half the afcent to Kufma, where the Dola of 
this diftrift dwells, upon the loftieft peak of this range of mountains. Enchanting land- 
fcapes there meet the eye upon all lides. 

We paffed the night at Bulgofa. Several of the men of the village came to fee us; 
and, after they retired, we had a vifit from our hoftefs, with fome young wmmen ac¬ 
companying her, who were ail very defirous to fee the Europeans. They feemed lefs 
Hiy than the women in the cities: their faces were unveiled; and they talked freely with 
us: as the air is freflier and cooler upon thefe hills, the women have here a finer and 
fairer complexion than in the plain. Mr. Baurenfeind drew a portrait of a young girl 
who was going to draw water, and was dreffed in a fhirt of linen, chequered blue and 
white. 'I'he top and the middle of the fhirt, as well as the lower part of her drawers, 
were embroidered with needle-work of different colours. 

On the loth of March, we returned downwards as far as Hadie; a place well known 
to the Europeans; who come hither from Beit el Eakih, to pafs fome time occafionally 
in this little town, where the air is cool, and dte water frelh and pure. It is, however, 
but ill built, and has nothing elfe of confequenjee, except its trade in coffee, which the 
inhabitants of the hills bring down upon certain days of the week. After the duties 
are paid to the Dola, the coffee is packed up and conveyed upon camels, either to Beit 
el Fakih or direftly to Hodeida. 

We enjoyed a fmgular and beautiful profpea from the houfe of the Sub-Dola at 
Hadie, and returned in the evening to Beit el Fakih, by the fame way by which we had 
gone, in our journey up the mountains. 

JOURNEY THROUGH THE MOUNTAINOUS PART OF YEMEN. 

4 

Chap. XXVII. — Departure from Beit el Fakih. 

WE met with lefs difficulty in the profecution of our refearches at Beit el Fakih, 
than any where elfe through Yemen, The inhabitants of that city were no ftrangers 
to Eiuopean manners, and knew that we could not, like tltem, reft conftantly in one 
place. They were therefore nowdfe furprized at our excurfions, but w^ere fully fatix- 
fled when we told them, that the exercife was neceffary for our health. 

Our friends, whom Mr. Fbrfkal and I confulted upon the fubjeft of our expeditions, 
could not comprehend why we chofe to travel about in. the feafon when the heats 
were moft mtenfe; while they who. were aceuftomed to the climate never went with-^ 
out doors when they could avoid it. Believing, that we had come into Arabia, only 
to find an opportunity of a paffage to India, they advifed us to take no fatigue, but 
to attend to our health. At length, when they law us perfift in negleiSting their advice 
and obferved, that we lived at a confulerable expeiice, without Yeelring to gain by 
ti'ade; they began to imagine that we had the art of making gold, and that Mr. For- 

Ikai^, 
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Ikal, in his excurfions upon the mountains^ was feeking plants which might be necefniry 
in this great work* My afbrononhca! oblervadons again acquired me the reputation of 
a magician* 

Happily for iis^ thefe flirewd conjeftures were confined to thefmall circle of our ac¬ 
quaintance, The Dola feemed to have abfolutely forgotten tiSj and had as yet made 
no enquiry concerning our purpofe in viliting his dominion, I was defiroas^ there¬ 
fore, to avail myfelf of this fhort period of liberty, and to penetrate into the interior 
parts of Yemen, after rambling through the environs of Beit el Fakih in Tehama- d‘he 
ibuthern part of the mountams i expected to fee, in a journey whicJi we purpofcd to 
make from Mokha to Sana ; at prefent, therefore, I determined to viiltUdden and Taoes. 
But I found that the fituation of thefe towns had been reprefented to me as more 
northern than it really was. 

Through all Tehama, travelling is equally fafe by nigbt as by day* Still, how^ever, 
1 feared that it might be dangerous to travel alone in a mountainous country, in foil- 
tary roads, where difagreeable accidents might befal one by day not lefs than by 
night. Befides, I could not fpeak the language of the Highlanders, wliich difibrs 
confiderably from that of the inhabitants of the plain. For ail thefe reafons I was 
induced to beg Mr* Forlkal, who had learned fomething of the language of the High* 
lands, upon the coifee mountains, to accompany me in my intended expedition. My 
friend agreed, in the hope of finding new matter for his botanical refearches. 

The preparations for our journey were eafily made. We hired two aCTes, and the 
owoier attended us on foot.^ as our guide, our fervant, and occafionaUy our interpreter* 
We had already large beards in the Arab fafhion; and thefe, with our long robes, 
gave us a very oriental appearance. To difguife ourfelves Hill more, each of us affumed 
an Arabic name j and, under thefe pretenfions, our real condition was fo perfetUy 
concealed, that even the owner of the afies thought us Chriftians of theEaft ; and had 
no fufpicion that we were Europeans. In this garb, and attended by the afs-hirer, we 
fet out on the 26th of March, from Beit el Fakih. 

Chap, XXVIII, — Route by JJdden. 

WE paffed through feveral villages in crofiing the plain, and, after a journey of five 
'German miles and a half, reached Robo, where is a weekly Suk or market. Here we 
lay the firft night. 

Next day, after advancing a mile farther, we entered upon the mountains. Near 
the firft village we obfer\^ed a running ftream, the firft we fitw in Arabia* Till it 
enters Tehama, this river is called Wadi Zebid. Its channel lies very broad ; but as 
no rain had for a long time fallen, the ftream covered the breadth of twenty or four 
and twenty feet* In this place it runs with a confiderable current j but in rehamait 
fpreads into a fliallow lake, and is loit among the fands. 

The fame day we pafied near Mount Sullam, where, from the account given by an 
Arab who lived in the country, I had been led to expe£t that I fiiould find hieroglyphics 
or inferiptions cut upon the rock. But I found only fome figures i^vhich had been 
imprelfed at an idle hour by fome fiiepherd, and were as coarlely executed as thole upon 
Mount Sinai. We lay at Machfa. 

The road by which we travelled is not much frequented by travellers. The ways 
are very bad and unfafe, and fcarce a houfe appears, upon any hand. Within thefe few 
years, however, they have become lefs dangerous than they were before, I'he lord 
of Udden has placed fome foldiers with a Sub-Dola, at Machfa, who is refponfible fo^. 
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the thefts or robberies that happen in Ins tliftriil. This regulation of the police has 
difperfed the robbers. 

Machfa is one of the villages in which weekly fairs are held. The houfes are ftill more 
wretched here th;m in Tehaina. They have no walls, and confift merely of a few poles 
laid together, and covered with reeds. We could fcarcely lodge in one of thofe huts ^ 
fo fmall were they that a perfon could not ftand itraight in the middle; and two perfons 
lying together upon the floor occupied the whole area of the houfe. It would not have 
held a fiiigle Serir. The inhabitants fit and fleep upon the bare ground. The air being 
colder in this part of the country than in Tehama, the people here put a bag upon their 
bodies when they go to fleep, and are warmed by their natural perfpiration. In none of 
the iims could we find any other fort of food but coarfe Durra bread, made of millet 
with camel's milk; but the water is every where delicious. 

On the 28th of March, we paffed by winding roads through a diftrift in which the 
lands began to appear more fertile and better cultivated. The houfes are here much 
more commodious, being built of ftone, and flat-roofed.- Yet the houfes of the peafants 
are here too, without walls, unlefs we give the name to dry ftones piled one upon another, 
and having no mortar to cement them. The roof's are covered with earth. 

We palled through a village in which was a fair j a circumllance which made us haften 
forward, as we were delirous to avoid the crowd. Near this place, at the foot of a high 
hill, we obferved a fort of gliflering micaceous fand. The people of the country have 
been led, from the appearance of this fand, to fancy that the hill affords gold. On the 
heights we faw the tombs of feveral faints too; and near one of tliofe tombs a wooden 
trough, into which fome devout perfons are conftantly pouring water for the ufe of the 
cattle which pafs. We lay in a coffee-hut, near a village which is inhabited only for 
one day in the week, namely the market day j fo that we found no inhabitant there, 
when we paffed, except our landlord. 

The inhabitants of thofe parts had been long looking impatiently for rain. In order 
that they might make the moll of it when it Ihould fall, the peafants had raffed dykes 
along the heights, to direff the courfe of the waters upon their fields. The fields lay 
favourably for receiving it, being formed into terraces, and thefe fnpported by walls, 
with ditches to preferve what water may be neceffary to fupport vegetation. If tins praftice 
merit approbation, yet we cannot avoid condemning the unfkiiful expedient which thofe 
Highlanders employ for felling trees: they fet fire to the root, and keep it burning till 
the tree fall of icfelf. 

Next day we came to a fraall river which runs into the Zebid, and croffed it into feveral 
rivulets, which feem to be numerous in this part of the country. Here, for the firfl time 
fince our departure from Bdt el Takih, w:e faw plantations of coffee trees, along the fides 
of the road. We now drew nearer to the river Zebid, of which a branch at this time 
was dry, and having its channel filled with reeds growing to the height of twenty feet, 
lerved as a line of road, which was agreeably lhaded by the reeds. In the evening we 
arrived at Udden. 

The town of Udden is fmall and unprotefted. It contains three hundred houfes, all 
of ftone. The Imam keeps no Dola here. An hereditary Schiech, who is a vaffal of 
the Imam’s, is the governor. The Schiech refides in a palace, Handing upon a high hill 
without the city. 

Except the immediate neighbourhood of Udden, the whole traft of country through 
which we travelled in this excurfion is thinly peopled. But the territory of the town is 
fo much the more populous, on account of the abundant produce of its coffee trees, which 
is efteemed the very beft coffee in all Arabia, 
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Chap. X.X.TX., — From Udden to Dsjobla, 

LEAVING Udd6n. on the 3 oth of March, we proceeded through a country which we 
found every where more populous. Near a village wefawa plain planted mth very 
indifferent fagar canes, ^ 

Half the way lay oyer a very fteep mountain; and had been formerly paved ; but had 
now been long left without repairs^ On this mountain I faw a new infiance of the care 
with wliich the Arabians provide for the accommodation of travellers. Here, for the firfi; 
time, we found a Madgil, or refervoir of excellent frefh water, for the ufe of paffengers. 
Such refervoirs are of mafon work, of a conical figure, and befide a refervoir, a vafe 
always^ Hands for drawing the water. The traveller will do well, however, to carry 
with him a cup of liis own j and Hill better, if, with the cup he have alfo a bucket. 
Through all the fertile parts of Yemen we found many ofthofe Madgils by the fidesof 
the liighways. ^ 

As florins are pretty frequent araon^ thefe mountains, fome fmali vaulted houfes 
have been built upon that over which we paffed, to flielter travellers when furprifed 
by any hidden blaft. 

The thermometer which we had with us, compared with that which Mr.Baurenfeind 

St the fsine time ufcd ixi Beit el hakih^ ihewed the great difference between the tem- 
perature of the air upon the hills, and that of the plain. The drefs of the inhabitants 
affords the fame indication in a fimpler and more natural manner ; while the inhabit¬ 
ants of 1 ehama went almoft naked^ thofe of the mountains wore warm flieep fkins. 

As we advanced on our journey we faw feveral villages fituate in a cultivated tradl. 
The fides of the hills were covered with rye, and had an agreeable afpeft. This part 
of the country^ although in other reipefts very fertile^ produces no coffee* 

The Arabs of Yemen^ and efpecially the Highlanders, often flop flrangers, to alk 
whence they come, and whither they are going* Thefe quejflions are fuggefted merely 
by curiofity; and it would be indifcreet therefore to refufe to anfwer. We told them 
commonly that we came from Efcham, the north; which led them to imagine that we 
were Turks foom Syria* When afked whether we were Turks, we replied that we 
were Naffara; and they then fuppofed us Greeks or Armenians* We concealed our 
country left we iliould have expofed ourfelves ft ill more to the impertinence of their 
curiofity. The miftrefs of the coffee-houfe fuppofed us to be Turkilh clergymen, and 
^commended herfelf to our prayers* At Dsjobla a man faluted me by the name of 
Hadsji Achmedj taking me for an old acquaintance* 

1 hrough the whole of this journey we were not once teafed for paffports, or required 
to pay dudes of any fort, nor fubjeded to any of thofe difficuldes, which, even in 
generally troublefome to travellers. Although it was in Ramadan, we 
ftill found our ordinary food, even in the moft Iblitary coffee-houfes j and in the 

towns gave no offence when we purchafed thofe articles which we preferred, in 
open day. 

The town of Dsjobla is the capital of a diftrift, and the feat of a Dola. It ftands 
upon the brink of a fteep precipice, and feems to contain about fix hundred houfes, of 
a confiderable height and a good appearance* Its ftreets are paved 5 a cafe uncommon 

m Arabia. The Jews dwell here and through all Yemen, in a feparate quarter with¬ 
out the city* ^ r 

* This^ place has been celebrated for ages j and yet I could difcover no remarkable 
mlcription about it, I was fljewn foe ruins of fome mofques; but thefe did not appear. 
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to ’ll" very anc^cTt. The toivii has neither a caftle nor walls. At fome diftance is a 
place mcl.ifed with ivalls, where a Turkilh Pacha has been interred : and this proves 
that the conquells of the Ottoman Porte have been extended even over thole mou - 
talnous regions. 


Chap. XXX. —Route from Dsjob!dby Tas to Has. 

ON the -lift of March we continued our journey by winding paths, over a traft of 
country diverlified by many inequalities of lurface. We lay ni a very large Sunlera, 
/■the Arabic name for Kan or Karavanferai,) fituate on the fide of a lolty nul. 

From this Kan we took a guide to condufit us over a contiguous mountain, which was 
much higher, and on which we had been told that we fliould fee an old Arabic caltle. 
On the fummit of this mountain we accordingly found the rums or a_comiQerable 
huildiii'1' of hewn ftone, the walls of which were hanked with towers. Here are lull 
iwo refervoirs of Iblid mafoii-work. The whole llruaure appears to be ot great 
antio'iity; the Arabs afcribe it to one Aflane Jaihheli- Ihe word Jiehheh figniMs an 
vmletiered perfon; and by this appellation the Arabs dillinguilh their own Pagan 
ancefiors from other idolaters, whom they call Kafr, or infidels. I found no mtcnption 
about this caftle. From this eminence a noble profpedl opens, of towns and villages 
fpreading over the country to a confiderable diftance. t 1 • i. 

From the Simfera, where we hRd llept, we proceeded down the hill by the highway 
which pafTes between Mokba and Sana. The road is paved aiid not at all incommo¬ 
dious to the traveller, although it winds around the fteep declivity of a hill. 
ci ofied a pretty large plain, and paffed near by a great number of villages, cofiee-huts 

and Madgils. _ _ . . n t 1. 11 

We lay in one of the huts, which was lb ill provided in victuals, that we could 

procure nothing for fupper but a finall portion of bad bread. "1 he landlord had even 
iiifiiculty in gathering Ibme forage to feed our affes. Early next day we came within 
of the citadel of Taes, but it was noon before we reached or faw the city. 

°Not wifiiing to be known, and intending to fee Tses again on our journey to Sana, 
we did not enter the city, but continued our progrefs towards Tehama. We foon left 
the great road from Mokha, and turning weftw'ard, travelled along ftony and irregular 
paths without feeing any thing remarkable. 

Next day, the 3d of April, we continued our journey through a thinly inhabited and 
unfertile region. We were furprifed at the quantities of ftohes which lay over the 
arable lands. Some of the inhabitants think them neceffary to prevent the lands from 
being parched by the fun, but they rather mark negligence in the hulbandmen ; and, 
indeed, to fuch a degree is every exettion of indufliry that might contribute to furniOi 
■the neceffaries of life relaxed here, that we fliould fcarcely have found food in this diftrifl, 
if we had not taken the precaution to bring with us eggs and bread. 

We then crofled a plain covered with date trees; but foon after regaining the moun¬ 
tains, we entered the territory of Ibn Akian, where the fields, though lefs llony, 
appeared to be equally ill cultivated. The terrace walls were generally in a burfting 
broken condition, f’his defolation is the confec^uence of a war between the Imam of 
;Sana, and the independent Schiech of the family of Akian, to whom this diftrifl: ap¬ 
pertains. But, in the ifllie of the war, the Schiech was obliged to acknowledge the 
fovereign autl’ority of the Imam, and now no longer maintains troops. 

Proceeding on our way to Tehama we faw feveral villages, and eroded fome fmall 
fjvets. We paffed the night in a detached coffee-hut: and even the matter of it left 
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US by night, and retired to a neighbouring village. When alone, v/e could not help 
congratulating one another on being thus far returned in fafety from a journey among 
thofe Arabian mountains, which would not have been without danger, even in the belt 
regulated ftates in Europe. 

On the 4th of April we travelled along bad roads, among hills, and eroded feveral 
times over the Wadi Suradsji, a confiderably large rapid river, even at that time, 
although no rain had fallen for a long while. We hiw no village near, but feveral 
coffee-huts. 

In this defart trafl:, upon the conhoes of the Tehama, Mr,ForfkaI was much rejoiced 
to difeover the tree wliich affords the balm of Mecca. The plant which he found was 
pretty large and in flower. Here was nothing to hinder niy friend from examining and 
making a defeription of it. This tree grows in many places through Y emeo. But the 
inhabitants", who call it Abu Scham, the fweet fmelling tree, know no other ufe for it 
but to perfume their apartments, by burning the wood. Many branches of the fpeci- 
men which we found had been torn off for this puipofe. 

Continuing pur journey, we paffed through feveral fmall rivers, which appeared all 
to empty theinfelves into one large river. To the fouth, we had a view of a large chain 
of mountains; but the only habitations that we faw in tliis hilly region were a few inns. 
We came at length to a large village containing many Kubbets, and at no great diftance 
from Hses, where we arrived this evening. 

The city of Hass, twelve miles diftant from Tjes, and fituate in the Tehama, is fmall 
and ill built. However, it is the capital of the dillrift, and the feat of a Doia, who 
occupies a fmall fortrefs. A confiderable quantity of earthen ware is manufadured 
here, efpecially coarfe drinking cups. This dxftriCt is but of narrow extent, being 
bounded on one fide by Zebid, and on the other by the territories of the Schiecli of 
Ibn Aklan. 

Chap. XXXh — Return fa Beli el FakiB* 

WE left H^s on the 5th of April, and after palling feveral villages and coffee-huts, 
arrived on the fame evening at Zebid. We paffed without wetting our feet over the 
river Suradsji, which we had lately feen fo large among the hills* But as we proceeded 
through the beautiful and cultivated plains which it watered, we perceived botli the 
caufe of its diminution, and the effefts which it produced. 

Our way from Zebid to Beit el Fakili was the fame that I have already deferibed. We 
arrived at the latter city on the 6th of April. 

Upon leaving the mountains we felt the heat exceflive. We halted to reft ourfelvcs 
at an inn in a village between Hses and Zebid* There we were refrefhed by an agree¬ 
able breeze, although all was calm and torrid without, for the walls were built of loofe 
Hones, the many chinks among wkich naturally adjmtted a current of air* We found 
this coolnefs a great refrelhmeiit amidft the burning heat which prevailed all around*, 

I was fo imprudent as to fit down on the groiuid, without wrapping inyfelf in my large^ 
cloak, and being faint from the heat and the fatigues of my journey, I feliafleep- My 
imprudence coft me dear ; I was in a violent fever before we reached Zebid, which, 
continuing after my retium to Beit el Eakih, rendered me unable to take any 
fatigue* 

On aur arrival in this city, upon the 6tli of April,.we found Mr, Von Haven likewife. 
indlfpofed.. lie had bee i attach d witii a feurvy, and was veary of the mode of life' 
to which we were here confined*. We had long wanted wine and brandy; we were- 
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T 3 in'uade<! from coffee, as being of a heating quality. Kifcher, although eileemed 
wholefome, is but an infipid drink; and through all Tehama the water is very bad. 
Our cook could prepare us no fuch fimple diflies of food as thofe ufed by the Arabs, 
a nation diftinguiflied for temperance. Upon this account we daily ate animt.1 food, 
although our friends, who knew the climate better, had advifed us to abftain from it. 
Our perlifting in this, doubtlefs, greatly injured our health, and was, in a particular 
manner, hurtful to Mr.Von Haven, who, except to fit dowm at a table, never rofe from 
his fopha. 

The firft day of Bairam happened this year to be the 14th of April. On this day the 
Dola proceeded out of the city with a multitude of attendants, to perform prayers in a 
large inclofed fquare area, in the open air. This feftival laffs three days, during which 
the Arabs indulge in feftive araufement, and begin no piece of work, nor enter upon 
any journey. 

On the 17th of April, we faw an inllance at Beit el Fakih, of the coolnefs of temper 
and finnnels of mind, by which the Arab charafter is difiinguifhed. The fouthern 
end of a houfe caught fire; and as the wind blew ftrong from the fouth, a great part 
of the city was foon burnt down. The inhabitants, however, retained their ufiial tran¬ 
quillity. No cries nor complaints were heard in the ftreets, and when addreffed wdth 
expreffions of condolence upon their misfortune, they would calmly reply, “ It is the 
will of God.” We occupied a houfe with ftone walls in that part of the town wliich 
w^as fpared by the flames; we went upon the roof, and faw the roofs of the other houfes 
crowded with people, who were beholding the conflagration with the utmoft indiffer¬ 
ence. A poor fcholar, who ufed often to vifit us, came, after removing his efl:e£ls to 
a place of fecur'ty, to fee us, and with an air of indifference, marked the inftant when 
the flames reached his own houfe. When fuch an accident happens, indeed, an Arab 
does not lofe much ; as the fire approaches he removes his goods, and takes refuge, 
either in a different quarter of the city, or in the open country. He thus lofes notliing 
■but his paltry hut, which is rebuilt eafily, and at a fmall expence. 

JOURNEY FROM BEIT EL FAKIH TO MOKHA. 

Chap. XXXn. — R/mte io Mokha. 

AS foon as Mr. Von Haven and I were fufficiently recovered to bear the fatigues of 
travelling, it was refolved that our whole party fliould leave Beit el Fakih. We fet 
out, therefore, on the 20th of April, and took the road to Zebid, where I had already 
been. 

In Tehama, it has been obferved, people generally travel by night, rather than in 
the day. But il we had regulated our journies in this manner, Mr. Forfkal could not 
have continued to examine and colleft plums, nor could I have furveyed the face of 
the country. He and I, therefore, refolved to proceed forward by day, taking the 
owner of our affes to attend us, and to leave the reft of our party, with the fervants 
and the baggage, to come up by night. 

In confequence of tliis arrangement, we fet out alone next morning, and paffed 
through the plains contiguous to the river Zebid, and by the canals which are fupplied 
from it. This beautiful traft of country is about two miles in breadth. The peaiants 
were bufy in culdvamg the fields, and raifmg earthen dykes about them to retain the 
water for a certain timej after which it would be conveyed into other fields, to water 
and fertilize them in like inamier. From thefe fields to Mokha, hardly any villages 
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are to be feen. The whole intervening country is dr}', Tandy, atid covered vith that 
coarfe fpecies of grid's with wluch ihehoufes are thatched liere. On thefe fandy plains 
tile heat is exce/Jlve: we were overjoyed whenever we could Hiclter ouii'elves for a 
little in any paltry coffee-hut. 

On the fecoiid and third days of our journey, we faw nothing but coffee-huts, til! we 
at laff arrived in the large village of Maufchkl. We were there alarmed with an account 
of a Ikirinifhiiig war between two families, in which a man had been killed on the ila 
precetling. But they aiTured us that I'uch private quarrels never interrupt the public 
tranquillity, ^^^hen an Arab happens to he killed, his family may compromil'e w;ith 
the murderer for a fum of money, or may demand of the luagillrate to put him to 
death ; or if tinwillirig to receive fatisfacUoii in either of thefe ways, may declare a refo- 
lutioii of taking vengeiuice theml'elves updn the perfon of the affaffm, or upon his 
relations. A peal'ant of Maufchid had been Hain fome years before, by a man belong¬ 
ing to another village ; and the family of the deceafed had determined to inflict perfoiial 
vengeance. Unfortunately, the man who had been newly flain in the conteft was of 
the fame family with him whofe death had given rife to it, fo that there were now two 
deaths to revenge in a fet combat. Next d-ay we met in a coffee-hut a man belonging 
to the viitorious part}', who w-as armed with a large club, and told us, that he was 
e.ager to fight, as it was an affair of honour. The only thing that he regretted was, 
that his family was to fuffer death for two perfons in whole life they had no fort of 
intereft. 

In that fame Ullage a Sub-Dola refides, with a few foldiers from the troops of the 
Dola of Hoes. Here, as at Zebid, a tax w'as demanded for each of our camels, from 
which I prefume that thefe duties are to be paid upon entering the territories under 
the jurifdidlioii of each fCparate Dola. By our agreement with the camel driver, he 
was obliged to difcharge all demands of this nature. But he contrived to lliift this 
pa}'ment by entering into a fecret under Handing with the officers u'ho were to receive 
it. "i'hey told us, that we imin: either pay it ourfelves, or fuffer them to open and 
infpeft our baggage. However, on our threatening to complain to the judge of the 
place, they defiiled from their info lent pretenfions. Thus, the effablilhment of cuftoms 
and cuflom-houfe officers, is every where a fource of endlels villauies and vexations. 

We palled through two other village.s, and feveral more coflee-huts. We faw,near 
the road, a fait work, from which fait is carried to the mountains upon camels. The 
whole of this way is over fands. 

Chap. XXXIIL Arrival at Makha. 

AFTER a difagreeable enough journey from Beit el Fakih, we entered this city o* 
the 23d of April. All who travel by land to Mokha, are obliged to enter by the lame 
gate; and Europeans are pnder the humiliating neceffity of alighting from their affes, 
and proceeding to then' lodgings on foot. We therefoi-e alighted w'hile our baggage 
was infpeffied. Thofe who examined that, alked neither our names nor our paflports, 
but direflred us to a Kan, where Turks lodge, and where, as they fuppofed, we might 
poffibly find foine of our countrymen. 

At the time of our arrival there was an Englilh merchant from'Bombay In the .city. 
We were unwilling to addrefs ourfelves to him, left he might think us vagrants of 
fufpicious character. Befides, we had letters of rectmimendation from our friends at 
Jidda, Loheia, and Beit el Fakih, to the Dola, to the Englifli interpreter, a Banian in 
great credit, and to a merchant of the city, whofe name was Seid Salek. Having 
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obfer^ed that the Muffulmans treated thofe Pagans from India, commonly m a very 
contemptuous manner, we were in no hafte to begin acquaintance with the Banian, 
whom we found afterwards to be a very worthy man. We were already acquainted 
with Seid Salek’s fon Il'mael, who had been our companion in the paffage from Jidda 
to Loheia, and had made advances to obtain our friendn^ip* This Ifmael, befides, had 
early prepofiTeffed us in his favour, by fpealdng Dutch tolerably well. We unluckily, 
therefore, addreffed ourfelves to- him in prefei'ence to every other perfon, 

Thefe two, the father and fon, were accu Homed to attach themfelves to ftrangers 
with dKlioneft views j and the fon had ftudied fome of the languages of Europe, in or¬ 
der that he might be the better able to accomplifli his knavifli purpofes. They had 
enticed a Dutch veffel from Bata\da to Mokha, the mafter of which falling, without 
refource, into them hands, was cruelly duped and plundered. By their intrigues they 
had kept every other merchant at a diftance } fo that, with refpeQ: to the fale of the 
cargo, he was abfolutely at their mercy. They had hoped to make their gain of us in 
the fame manner; and when they faw their hopes of this fruftrated, laboured, out of 
fpite, to do us every ill office in their power. 

We paid our fust vifit to IfmaeL He received us feemingly with great kindnefs, 
treated us with punch, and invited a renegado from India, who was fettled as a mer¬ 
chant at Moklia, to keep us company, Tliis renegado was a deep drinker, and 
endeavoured, but without fuccefs, to make us drunk. Kmael advifed us to refume our 
European drefs, and not to difeover our knowledge of Arabic, lefl; we lliould be taken 
for renegadoes. He endeavoured to dilTuade from our intended journey to Sana j 
telling us, that thofe highlanders were a favage, inhofpitable race, and the Imam treated 
all ftrangers who had the misfortune not to be Muffulmms, in the rnoft abufive 
manner. He was alfo careful to prepofiefs usagainft the people of Moldia, who, by his 
account, entertained inveterate hati*ed againft the Europeans; but encouraged us, by 
offering the powerful protection of his father, to ward off every danger or morti* 
jRcation, that we might have to fear. In fhort, his whole converfation was of fuch a 
nature, that I could not help perceiving from it, that travellers muft be grofsly impofed 
upon, whenever they truft creduloufly to the relations they receive from the inhabit¬ 
ants of the country through which they travel. Had we not known Arabic, we might 
have returned into Europe with very fajfe impreffions of every thing in Arabia. 

The only piece of fervice that this man did us, was, in immediately hiring for us a 
houfe that was large enough to lodge us all. 

Chap. XXXIV. — Difagreeable Indde?2ts Mokba. 

FROM what happened to us firft, after our arrival in tins city, we found reafon to 
fufpeft that Ifmael had fecretiy inftigated the under-officers of the cuftoms to harafs 
and opprefs us, in order that we might thus be forced to throw ourfelves into a blind 
and implicit dependence upon him. Our baggage was carried ftraight to the cuftom- 
houfe, where was the Dola in perfon. We begged that thofe articles, which we 
needed for immediate ufe, might firft^ be infpeaed : but the officers would begin with 
examining our chefts of natural curiofities, which we had fent by fea from Loheia, 
and which had been kept here unopened ever fince the arrival of the veffel by which 
they had been brought. In one of the chefts were fiflies from the Arabic Gulph, 
preferved in fpirit of wine, and inclofed in a fmall barrel. We begged the officers of 
the cuftoms not to open the barrel; for that the iifhes fmelled difagreeably. They, 
however, act only opened it, but fearched it with a pointed inftrumeiit of iron, and at 
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length emptied it entirely of the contents. The Arabs, who have a violent averfioii to 
ftrong liquors, were much prepoffeffed againft us, when they felt the fmeU of the 
fpirituous liquor; and were no lefs dlfpleafed to fmd the fastor of the dead iiflies fjiread 
through the whole cuftom-houfe. 

We infifteu that they fltould, at leaft, let us have our beds. But, without Uftenlng 
to our requeft, they continued to tofs over and examine our chefts, which contained 
fpecimens of fliells, at the rilk of breaking them. The Arabs could not comprehend, 
how a man of-fenfe could coUefl: fuch trifles, without fome imerefted views, and 
they accordingly accufed us of intending to abufe the Dola, by producing only articles 
of trifling value, to amufehis people^ while we concealed our more precious eflefts. 

At laft, appeared a veflel in which Mr. Forlkal had preferved fome ferpents in fpirit 
of wine. At fight of this the Arabs were terrified. A perfon who was fervant to the 
Dola, obferved that thofe Franks had come hither to poifon the Mufllilmaiis, and that 
it was in order to their fuccefs in this, that one of them pretended to be a phyfician. 
The Dola, who was a mild old man, and till now did not i’eem to have conceived any 
prejudice againft us, became fuddenly in a paflion when this idea was fuggefted, and 
fwore, by God, that we Ihould not remain a fmgle night in the city. The reader will 
readily conceive, how the infoience of the people of the cuftonvhoufe, and of the at¬ 
tending mob, would naturally rife upon this. The cuftoni-houfe was abruptly fliut, 
and we could obtain none of our goods fi'om it. 

While we were in the cuftom-houfe a fervant came to tell us, that our books and 
other things had been all thrown out of the windows of the houfe which we had hired, 
and the door flint againft us. We went to fee what might be the reafon of that out¬ 
rage, but could find neither Jfmael nor his father. One of the citizens, who was a 
friend of IfmaeVs, attacked us with abufive language. No perfon would afford us 
lodgings; but every one looked upon us as vagrants, who would inftandy be driven 
out of the’ city in diigrace. At length, one of the citizens exprefied hirafelf willing to 
receive us into liis houfe, if he were fure that government would not punilh him for 
it. We led him to the Cadi, who aflured him, that he fiiould rifk nothing by lodging 
us. In Turkey, the Cadies are reputed very corrupt and felfilh} but in Yemen, 
we found them perfons of great worth and integrity, earneft to do prompt and candid 
juftice. The Englilh merchant whom I mentioned above, was Mr. Francis Scott. He 
had heard of our difficulties and perplexity j and, although we had not yet vifited 
him, gave us an invitation to dinner, which we accepted with the greateft pleafure. He 
expreffed a warm defire to ferve us; and we now perceived how foolillily we had afted 
in not applying at firft to him and his Banian interpreter. However, we durft not break 
off abruptly with Ifmael and his father. 

When we could not obtain any of our things from the cuftom-houfe, Ifmael advifed 
us to offer the Boia a prefent of fifty ducats ; and hinted that he fliould be the bearer 
of the prefent, for that the Dola would not condefcaid to fpeak with Chriftians, We 
had no intention of making fo large a prefent, (till lefs of intrufting him with it. But 
after various refleftions, we at laft refolved to facrifice thofe fifty ducats upon the occa- 
fzon; and it was agreed that I fiiouid wait upon the Dola with this prefent, next day. 
On my w'ay, however, I learned, that the Dola having been exercifing his troops, had 
received a wound in the foot. XTpon receiving this information, I returned home; 
hoping that our phyfician would be fent for, and that we might thus avoid the expence 
of the prefent. 

But as Mr, Cramer was not called by the Dola, and our effefts ftUl remained at the 
cuftom-houfe, we underftood that a confiderable prefent was expefted from us. Mr. 
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Forfkal had hitherto been always refufed adinifiion by the fervaiits of the Dola, upon 
pretence, that their mniler would not treat with us otherwife than through the medium 
of Ifinaei and his father; yet he now undertook to make a new attempt to obtain tm 
audience. When lie had explained the piirpofe of his vifit, he was admitted, aatl lb 
gracioiilly received, tliat the Dola kindly chid him for not applying dhreftly to hinifelf 
at the firlf. Next day, he, in his turn, fent us a prefent of four Iambs, and two foiall bags 
of rice; and at tlie fane time gave orders that our elFefts foould be delivered to us,without 
being more particularly examined. 

Chap. XXXV. — Our Stay at Mokha coniinued; and the Death of Mr. Von Ha'uen.. 

THE Doha, when he received his wound, had been advifed by the principal perfons 
about him, to fend for the European phyfician. But he was afraid that Mr. Cramer 
might, in revenge for the ill treatment which we had fidfered, adminifter to him im¬ 
proper medicines, or might apply heating drugs, which the Arabs think very dangerous. 
But the Cadi reprefented to him that no perfon had yet complained of us; and that it 
was no way ftrange that a phyfician lliould have dead ferpents in his poflellion, thefe- 
being ufed as ingredients in fome medical compofitions. The Europeans, he farther 
told him, ought not to be defjiifed or flighted for collcffing fhells or infects, of whicli 
the Arabs knew not the ufe. 

Thefe reprefeiitations, and the alarming Hate of the wound, w^hich was beconung 
worfe, in the hands of four or five empirics, induced the Dola to fend, on the 4th of 
May, to enquire whether w'e were ftill angry with him, or if our phyfician would under¬ 
take to cure him. We were all overjoyed to hear that the. prejudices which die gover¬ 
nor had conceived againit us were fo perfeaiy removeil; and Mr. Cramer gkully 
offered his fervices. No fooner had our anfwer been carried to the Dola, than he fent 
one of his fervants with a mule for Mr. Cramer. Europeans, wfoen they pals before 
theDoIa’s palace, are ufually obliged to alight and walk, if they happen to be mounted j 
but, to evince to the people the entire reconciliation that had taken place between the 
Dola and us, Mr. Cramer was permitted to pafs through this forbidden ground, and 
even to enter the court of the palace without difnioimting. 

We had, after this, frequent opportunities of feeing the Dola, and teftifying our 
friendfhip to him. Mr. Forlkal one day related to him, how we had been infulied and 
turned out by the owner of our firft lodging. The Dola promifed him fatisfaaioii, and 
made the perlon of whom he complained, be caft, that very night, into prifon. Ifmael, 
enraged to fee his friend punillied for an ad of infolence which he himfeif had prompted* 
threatened us vdth a mob, by which we might be torn to pieces. Mr. Forflcal, althou'di 
regardlefs of his threats^ waited on the Dola, and entreated him to liberate tlie prifoner 
and^only recommend to him to be more civil to ftrangers in future. 

This change in our fituation, rendered Mokha much lefs unpleafant to us than it 
had been at firft. But dileafe began now to fall feverely upon us; I had been at¬ 
tacked, loon after our arrival here, with a violent dyfentery, from which, however, I 
recovered, after fifteen days illnefs. Mr. Von Haven, who had been ill at Beit el Fakib, 
becaniemuch worfe Wre. After walking out in the cool of the evenmg, he was 
tolerably well tnrough the night j but the heats of the day he was quite unable to 
bear. At Jaft, he ventured to he for feveral nights fucceftivelv upon the roof of the 
houfe, m the open air, and with his face uncovered. On the'night of the 24th of 

ay he caught cold, and was fo ill in the morning, that it was neceflarv for two fervam.s 
o carry hnn down into bis apartment. His fever \yas become doubly violent, and 
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he was delirious by the evening. He then funk into a deep lethargy, and expired in 
the night. 

He had paid more attention than any other of ns, to oriental literature. The public 
have loll, by his death, fome very interelbng difcovcries, and fome curious collciSionR 
of this fort, which he had made. 

The cuifconi of inten-ing the dead in a coffin is unknown in Arabia. We.had one 
made, how'ever, for our deceafed friend, in order to preferve his remains from any 
accident. The captain of an Eiiglifli ffiip lent us fix of his failors to bear the body to the 
Kuropean burying place. All the J^ngliffi in Mokha attended at the funeral j and the 
obfequies w'ere performed wdth more decency, and with lefs intei ruption, than tliofe of 
a Conful at Cairo, which were dillurbed by the crowding of the people to witnefs the 
folemnity, and by the robbery of the audacious Bedouins. Qu this occafion, the Arabs 
of Yemen Ihewed themlelves reafonable and humane. 

Chap. XXXVI. — We leave Mokha. 

AFTER the death of Mr, Vbn Haven, we began to think ferioully of leaving Mokha, 
and making a tour into the interior parts of Yemen. We were divided in opinion, 
with regard to tlie plim upon which W'e ought to regulate our fublequcnt proceedings j 
fome being dilpofed to remain another year in Arabia, while the relt were defirous of 
returning immediately to Europe. But we all agreed to fet out without farther delay, 
upon our journey to Sana. 

Mr. Forlkal and I had many feveral excurfions in a very fimple guife, and almoft 
without attendants. But as our whole party were now to travel all together, we could 
not well go without a certain train to accompany us. We could not, however, travel 
in this ftyle without periniliion from the Uola, which would not be eafiiy obtained ; as 
it coiiii.1 not be thought, that he would willingly fulFer his phyfician to leave him before 
his wound were healed. We, neverthelel's, ventured to make the requeft; but the 
Dola refufed us upon a fair pretext. He told us, that he muff firft write to Sana, to 
know whether the Imam would receive us, and that we could not leave Mokha till the 
Imam had returned an anfwer. 

When tliti-s refufed permifficn to proceed to Sima, we begged that we might, at leafi:, 
be allowed to remove to Tace^, in the mean time, for the fake of our health. Even 
this* was refufed us. "We then propoled to the I)o]a, to leave our phyfician behind. 
But the Arabs feared that the feparadon from his friends might fecretly dillrefs Mr. 
Cramer, fo as to render him more negligent of his patiends cure. 

When we complained of thefe reftra ats to the principal men of the citv, they ob- 
ferved, that it was hard to conceive w 4 tat rendered us fo impatient tO depart; for that 
by goiiig to the Highlands, we ffiould only endimger Our health more, as thofe who 
went thither from the burning fands of Tehama, were commonly attacked with a violent 
fever, immediately upon their arrival. 

At length, when we were much at a lofs how to proceed, a furgical empiric luckily 
came in, to free us from our perplexity. He promifed to cure the Doha’s wound witiun 
eight days; and oiir phyfician ^vas immediately difmiffed. We, at the fame time, ob- 
taiiied penniffion to fet out for Taoes, and w'ere favoured with a letter of recommen¬ 
dation to the Dola of that city. Mr. Cramer received for his fee, a mule wath a faddle 
and bridle, arid India flull for a fuit of clothes in the Arab fafliion. As an additional 
proof of his fz-iendfhip, the Dola font one of his fervants to attend us. We ffiould have 
been well pleafed to excufe this inftance of bis attention j for hjs fervant was only a 
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ipy, under a more honourable name, to watch over our conduft, and hinder us from 

going farther than Taccs. , n * 

Not wifiiing to run any rifle of lofing our ready money, we put it all into tne 
hands of the Englifli interpreter, who gave us bills upon his countrymen, the j 3 a- 

nians at Taoes aiid Sana* This was the firft time we could get bills of exchange ui 

the EaA. 

lOORNEY FROM MOKHA TO TACES. 

Chap. XXXVII. — Our Progrefs to Ta<Es, 

LEAVING Moklia u-ith pleafure, as our ftay in it had been not a little difagree- 
able, we proceeded, on the 9th of June, through a dry and defart country, and, after 
advancing four miles, reached Mufa, a village fituate juft upon the confines of the 
Highlands. This village is known to the Europeans, who fometimes come hither 
in parties for pleafure. ■ Bat the buildings are wretched, and the heat is as op- 
preflive here as at Mokha. The water is, however, good, and the richer inha¬ 
bitants of Mokha fend hither for it; as that in the wells immediately around the city 
is very bad. 

Next day we travelled along the channel of a large river, which, in the rainy feafon, 
difembogues itfelf into the fea, near Mokha; but is commonly loft at no great diftance 
from its head in the fands of Tehama. AVe pafled through feveral villages ; and near 
the laft of thefe remarked a fmali houfe, at which duties are paid for all goods lent 
to the independent country of Jafa: goods palTmg into the ftates of the Imam pay 
no fuch duties. 

I fliall hereafter have occafion to fpeak of Schiech Schsedeli, tlie famous faint of 
Mokha. We happened to meet with one of his defeendants, a good-natured ideot- 
Some young perfon in our party addreffed him, and bandied jokes and raillery with 
him. They did not, indeed, abufe him, but as little did they fliew him refpeft. They 
called him Schiech, in regard to his birth, but paid him no other honour. In this 
inftance, the Arabs difeover more good fenfe than the Turks, and efpecially than the 
Egyptians, who treat all ideots as Schiechs, honour them through life, and regard them 
as faints after their death. 

In the hilly country the roads are too bad for travelling by night. We faw, as we 
proceeded, a large village, and near it, the fertile hills of Hammara, which belong to 
Schiech Ibn Aklan; but the inhabitants of the village are not fubjeft to his authority. 
They had lately flain two men, and when the Scliiech fent troops to chaftife them, they 
retreated to the fummits of the hills. We happened, fortunately, to enter one of the 
large inns, called by the Arabians Mattrach; for, early in the afternoon, a violent ftorm 
arofe, and fuch a quantity of rain fell, that all the highways were flooded, and it became 
iropoflible for us to continue our journey. 

On the 12th of June, after palling through feveral villages, and crofling fome fertile 
fields, we amved at Dorebat, a town ten miles diftant from Mokha. It is the capital of 
the^ territories of Schiech Ibn Aklan, who refides here. Its fituation, on the fummit of 
a hill, renders it naturally ftrong. At the foot,of the hill ftands a town, the public 
prifon in which is laid to be the moft difmal in Yemen. Before the door of the prifon 
in Dorebat, we faw perfons who had been guilty only of very trivial fruits, confined, a 
nuniber of them together, by one chain, in the open air. Near them ftood a guard of 
Joldiers of the Imam*s, whom the Schiech is obliged to maintain. 

Continuing 
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Continuing our journey from Dorebat, we found on our way, a number of fine 
villages, and many coffee huts, and Madgils, or refervoirs for water, in a columnar 
form. A violent ftorm again compelled us to halt. Next day we faw from a hill the caftle 
ofTaoes, ftill at a diltance. Early on the 13 th we reached the city. 

Immediately after our arrival, we fent our letter from the Dola at Mokha, to the Dola 
ofTaoes, who ftraightway required us to wait upon him at his houfe. He feemed to 
be in a very good humour, and made us an offer of Kifcher, pipes, and Kaad, (the 
buds of a certain tree which the Arabs chew, as the Indians do Betel;) but we did not 
relilh this drug. He related to us, how that a report had been fpread at Taoes, of our 
having brought feveral cherts full of ferpents to Mokha, He made us be conduced 
into a houfe, the proprietor of which he had lately imprifoned; and fent us, in a pre- 
fent, two Iambs, with a fmall quantity of meal. We, in our turn, offered him a piece 
of India ftuff. 

Next day, we delivered our other letters of recommendation from our friends at 
Mokha : of thofe, one was addreffed to Balkateb, the firft fecretary; another to the 
fteward of the houfehold, Achmed j a third to one Sejid, a man of diftm£tion; and a 
fourth to a Banian. We were well received every w'here. The Dola of Mokha’s 
fervant had the prefumption to attend us on all our vifits, and impofed hfs company 
upon us in like manner, when we received the vifits of others. We could not imagine 
whether this were done out of vanity, or in order to keep a ftrifl eye on all our 
motions. 

We found the temperature of this country to agree entirely with our conftitutions. 
Inftead of the oppreflive heats under which we had fainted at Mokha, we had here 
almoft every evening refrefliing rains. 

Chap. XXXVIII. — Of the City of Tams. 

THIS city Hands at the foot of the fertile hill of Sabber. It is encompaffed with a 
wall, between fixteen and tliirty feet thick, and flanked with feveral towers. The for- 
trefs of Kahhre Hands in the circuit of the wall j its walls are faced with burnt bricks, 
but within confiH of bricks, which, inHead of beiirg burnt, have been only driedin the fun. 

This city has only two gates; and each of thefe is after the Arabic fafliion, fortified 
with three towers. Only two of them are in a condition to bear cannons. The garri- 
fon confifted at this time of fix hundred men. Thefe works lie fo under the com¬ 
mand of the neighbouring heights, that they would afford no defence againH any but an 
army of Arabs, who are Hrangers, in a manner, to the ufe of artillery. 

The faint who has been affuraed as the patron of the city of Taces, is the famous 
Ifmael Mulk, who, according to tradition, was once king of this country. His remains 
are buried in a mofque which bears his name. But none have been pernritted to ap¬ 
proach his tomb, fince once that the laint thought proper to perform a miracle which 
gave diffatisfaflion to the rulers. This marvellous event was related to us with die fol¬ 
lowing circumftances; Two beggars had alked charity from the Dola of Taces j but only 
one of thefe had tailed of his bounty. The odier went, upon this, to the tomb of 
Ifmael Mulk to implore his aid. Ifmael, who, when alive, had been very charitable, 
Hretched his hand out of the tomb, and gave the beggar a letter, containing an order 
on the Dola to pay the beggar an hundred crowns. Upon examining this order, with 
the greateft care, it was found that Ifmael Mulk had written it with his own hanit, and- 
fealed it with his feah The governor could not refufe payment; 1 ; m, to avoid all (ub- 
fequent trouble from fuch bills of exchange, he had a wall built, incloiing the tomb. 

Near 
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Near the mofc|ue of Ifinael Mulk is a garden, which was polTefied by Ifchia his fon- 
In it there was Ihovvn to me a large bafon, and a hydniulic machine, which in its nine 
limit have be^n an ornament of' no I'niail coniequence ; but all is now in a Itate of decay, 
and almoft ruinous. 

Ill the fame city, and in its neighbourhood, are many defer fed and ruinous mofques ; 
one of them, in a ftyle of architecture unufual in this country, fliould feem to have 
been built by fome Turkifli Pacha. 7 'he devout founders of thefe mofques, if they 
intended thereby to traiifmit their memory to poflerity, have faiJed of their pur pole. 
Their names hav^ been forgotten, as the mofques have funk into ruins. 

The laft lords of^'raa-s have made a mare judicious-choice of buildings to difdnguifli 
.tliemieivts bv. They have eredted noble palaces for rhcnifclves and their poiterity, and 
were content with a Ihiall Kubbet for tiieir oratory and burial-place: thus, have they 
fpared the lands which mult other wife have been appropriated to the maintenance of 
the clergy of an iifelefs mofque ; their palaces are flill (landing, and are the ornaments 
of tlie city, which indeed does not polfefs many otlier fins buildings. Since the lafl 
v'ar many of the houfes have remained ruinous, and fonie of the fquiu'es have even been 
converted into fields and metidow s. 

The ruins of tw^o ancient cities are Hill to be feen in the neighbourhood of Taocs* 
One of them is Thobad, which is fituate near Mount Sabber. Some parts of its 
walls, with a large mofque belonging to it, are {fill ftanding. The other is Oddena, 
which Hands at no great diflaiice from Thobad, upon the i'ummit of Mount Sabber, 
over againlt Kalihre* The latter was the place of the refideoce of the kings of this- 
country ; its only remains are the ruins of fome mofques. ifmael Mulk, having built 
his tomb at the foot of the rock of Kahhre, fome of his devout fubjofts chofe to live 
]iear their faint; others following their example, Oddena was thus abandoned, and 
'j aocs built. So, this city, like Loheia^ Beit el Faldh, and Mokha, owes its rile to a 
faint. 

Chap. XXXIX. — Late R€vohit'wus of Xam* 

SO modern a city cannot make a great figure in the hiflory of Yemen. However, 
in thefe late years, feme revolutions have taken place, which deferve to be briefly 
mentioned, as they may ferve to give an idea of the power of the Imam, and of the 
nnmner in which the Arabians go to war. 

Imam El Manfor Hoirein had committed the government of Taces to his brother 
Achmed, who, w^hen afterwards recalled, refufed to obey. With a force of two thotr- 
fand men, \^kom he kept in pay, he ffcood out for twelve years, againfl all that the 
Imam could fend to reduce him to his duty. Achmed had money coined in lijs own 
name, levied taxes upon goods carried between Mokha and Sana, and conducted him- 
feif in all refpedls as if he had been ibvereign of the country. Yet, he aiTumed not 
the title of Imam, or King, but contented himJelf with that of Sidi, which is common to 
all the princes of the blood-royal, 

Sidi Achmed dying, left fix fons. The eldeft of whom, Abdulla, fucceedqd him, 
and lived on fair terms with the Imaoi. Abdulla dying in 1759^ fuccellion to 

his only Ion Abdul Kerim, a boy thirteen years of age. Three of the young prince's 
uncles, Ali, Jachia, and Machfer conlpired to dethrone him. One of the conlpirators 
feized the fortrefs of Kahhre, and each of the other two made hiinfelf niafler of a 
gate with fome adjoining towers. But, as the revenues of thefe three princes were very 
fcanty* they could neither keep many foldiers on foot, nor even purchafe provifions* 
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They were particularly in want of powder; and whenever one of them could procure 
a few pounds of ammunition, he never ceafed firing upon his brothers, till the whole was 
exhaufted. But they never came to a fair combat. 

In thefe circum (lances, young Abdul Kerim wrote to his uncle, the reigning Imam, 
begging !u 8 afliftance, an4 intreating him to fupport him in the pofleffion of his do¬ 
minions. The Imam having long wifhed to take part in the quarrel, fent an army to 
reduce the rebels. But the Nakib or General, El Mas, who commanded this anny, 
having no artillery, had no other expedient but to fire with mufqiiet fhot, from a mofque 
Avithout the wall, by which he could make no advancement in the fiege. 

The Imam had for feveral years had a dangerous enemy in a Schiech named Ab- 
durrah, who had occupied the territory of Hcdsjerie, During the blockade of Tarns, 
this Schiech approached Mokha, and the Imam then found it neceffary to feek a recon¬ 
ciliation with his enemy. Peace was made, through the intermediation of the generals, 
on condition that the Schiech fliould lend afiiltance to accomplifh the eonquell of Tams. 
But his troops being deftitute of cannoiis, were as little in a condition as ihofe of the 
Imam to ftorm the tower. Yet the fiirewdnefsof Abdurrah fuggefted a ftratagem.' He 
proinifed a thoufand crowns to tw'elve of the befieged foldiers, who were polled in a 
tower, if they would permit bis troops to enter. By this means, the city was taken in 
tile end of the year 1760, and facked. 

After the eonquell of Taoes, the Imam gave the family of Sidi Achmed, with Schiech 
Abdurrah, a friendly invitation to vifit him at Satia. The latter was at firft unwilling 
to put himfelf in the power of his old enemy •, but the Imam impowpred liis generals 
to pledge bis faith for the Schiech’s lecurity ; and he was accordingly taken in the 
foare. The Imam treated this hero with the blackeft perfidy, and put him to an igno¬ 
minious death. He returned tlie fervices of his generals with bafe ingratitude, and 
refufed to reinftate Abdul Kerim in his father’s principality. I faw the young prince 
going to the mofque at Sana } haring a parafol carried over him, like the other princes 
of the blood royal. His two uncles, Sidi Jachia, and Sidi Machfar, were call into con¬ 
finement as rebels: the third, Sidi Ali, happening luckily to be father-in-law to the 
reigning Imam, preferred his liberty, and lives privately at Sana. After thefe events, 
the Imam fent a Dola to Tates} and it is now under the fame government as the other 
cities in his dominions. 

Chap. XL. ■— Stay at Tacts, 

THE Dola who governed this city when we vifited it, had been an officer In the 
Imam’s army, and had rifen rapidly to the rank of Nakib, without owing his fortune to 
his birth, as moll of thefe governors do. His government was very extenfive, com¬ 
prehending both Mount Sabber and the territory of Hodsjerie, in which are a number 
of Schiechs, whofe families have, for thefe feveral centuries, pofieffed fmall, and almoll 
independent lordfhips. They pay taxes to the Imam, but value themfelves much on their 
nobility of delcent, and treat their governors with contempt. Our Dola had already 
had feveral differences with thofe haughty nobles, who refufed fiibmiffion to his authority. 
He had put one of the mutinous Schiechs in prifon, and had detained a female flave 
whom the Arab was carrying away with him. An order from the Imam, however, 
obliged him to fet both at liberty; but he remained in indignation againfl thofeSchiechs 
in general. He feized the firft occafion that offered, and fent out half a dozen foldiers 
among them, who, according to their mafter’s orders, conduded themfelv^ with great 
inlblence towards tliofe highlanders. The Schiechs could not bear fuch infults j but 
von. X, I made 
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made an infurreftion, and maffacred them all. Since that period, nobody from Taws 
has ventured to vifit the highlands without expofing^ his life to extreme danger. It 
was even faid, that the Scliiechs would never be quiet till the Imam Ihould recal the 

Dola. . ■ 

The exuberant fertility of Mount Sabber affords, according to the accounts of the 
Arabs, plants of every fpecies that is to be found any where olfe through the world. 
Mr. Forlkal had this mountain daily before his eyes; but, to his infinite mortification, 
could not obtain permiflion to botanize upon it. He propofed to bring a Schiech from 
the mountains at his own expence, under whofe proteftion he might go out upon h^ 
herborizing expeditions without danger. But the Dola put a negative upon all his 
propofals, and would only fuffer him to take a fliort ramble over Mount Saurek. My 
friend fet out on the 20th of June, and returned on the 22d, having found the villages 
in that diflria defer ted, in confequence of the intolerable exaftions of the Dola, which 
had forced the inhabitants to retire and fettle elfewhere. In fo wretched a country, 
Mr. Forlkal could neither find provifions, nor travel about in fafety. 

We had occafion to obferve the negligence with which the Arabs obferve the phafes 
of the moon, or rather their ignorance of aftrononiy. When the pilgrims arrive on 
mount Haraphat, in the neighbourhood of Mecca, all the Moflems celebrate a feftival, 
called Arafa or Korban, for which an immenfe quantity of camels, oxen, and ffjeep 
are killed. Every body believed that this feftival was to begin on the 22d of Junef 
and, as it lafts three days, during which no prrfvifions are brought in from the country, 
all had provided flieep, fugar, and flour for their entertainment during that time. 
Meanwhile, a courier arrived from Sana, with information that the new moon had ap¬ 
peared a day fooner than flie was expefied, and that the feaft mult be celebrated on 
the 22d of June. 

On the day appointed, the fignal was given, by firing a few fiiots of a cannon. The 
Dola, with a numerous company, went in procefiion to a fquare without the city, -where 
upon folemn occafions, prayers were ufually offered up in the open air. Returning 
thence, he went to the parade, where the principal inhabitants of the city were engaged 
in the exercife of the Dsjerid. 

The Dola, ftriving to Ihew his addrefs, was thrown from his horfe.. However, 
all returned home, made good cheer, chewed Kaad, and burned fpices in thdr houfes. 

In order to make the moft of our ftay at Taces, 1 willied to make feme excurfions. 
through the interior country, but durft not attempt them, on account of the prevailing 
diftm-bances. I was at laft difpofed to content myfelf -with copying an infeription in the 
fortrefs; and Mr. Forflial refumed his intention of fending for a Schiech from mount 
Sahber. I'he Dola agreed to our wifiies; but at midnight, he fent to tell us, that he 
had received a letter from the Dola of Mokha, requiring us to return immediately to 
the latter city. We fufpected this letter to be a pretence, and refuted to be gone. Early 
in the morning, however, camels were fent to carry us away, but w'e fent them back. 
With Turks we durft not have done fo much. 

We could not comprehend what were the Dola’s views, unlefs, perhaps, he might, 
like the Dola of Mokha, intend to extort feme confiderable prefent from us. Into thefe 
views we had no difpofilion to enter, and therefore fought a private audience of him, in 
hopes of bringing him to reafon. Our fervant -ivas feveral times fent back under diffe¬ 
rent pretexts. At laft, Mr. ForUtal obtained accefs to the Dola, and begged of him only 
, to permit us to wait till -ftn lliould receive tlie Imam’s anfwer, without mentioning our 
little fehemes. But the governor cut him ftiort, faying j Since you would not credit my 
iei-vants, 1 myfelf order you to he gone to Mokha to-morrow. 
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Chap, XLI. — Departure front Tams to Sana, 

SEEING no means to elude theDoIa’s orders, we had already packed up our goods, 
when a favourable change fuddetily took place upon our circumftances. A letter was 
brought us by exprefs from the Dola of Mokha, and in it were three others; one to 
the Imam, another to his Vizier, and a third to the Dola of Taces. He informed us, 
that the Imam gave us permilTion to go to Sana, and wilhed us to carry our curiofities 
with us. He acquainted the Dola of Taoes wdth their mailer’s orders, and begged him 
to favour our departure to Sana. Mr. Forfkal went inftantly with this letter to the 
governor, but could not obtain accefs to him, and was obliged to give it to his fervant. 

We now thought our affairs in a good train, and would even have fet out without 
troubling the Dola farther, if we could have obtained camels without his ,interpofition 
on our behalf. Thofe who hire thefe cattle are united in a fort of corporation ; and 
travellers are obliged to apply to the head of the company, who has recourfe upon 
the owners of the camels, and makes them furnilh, in turn, the number which may be 
wanted. Unluckily the Dola himfelfwasat the head of this company, and was obliged 
to furnilh camels in his turn. We let him know that we were about to depart. He 
anfwered that camels were ready to convey us back to Mokha, but that the orders 
refpefling our journey to Sana regarded only the Dola of Mokha. 

In the perplexity to which we were reduced fay this conduQ: of the Dola’s, we knew 
not what to do. Several inftances of the equity and generofity of the Cadi were in the 
mean time related to us, in which he had brought the Governor to reafon in cafes fimilar 
to ours. We made our complaints therefore to that judge, and Ihewed him our letters 
from Mokha. He thought the Dola’s conduft very unreafonable, and immediately 
wrote to him to beware of doing any thing in contradiflion to the orders of the Imam. 
The Dola replied, that he did not hinder our journey to Sana,, but alked us to Hay one 
day, dIJ he IhouJd write his letters to court upon the occalion. We offered to ftay 
two or three days. Notwithftanding this, the Dola’s fervants came next morning, 
.and ordered us in his name, to depart to Mokha. We had again recourfe to the Cadi, 
who being previoully informed of all that had happened, had in the morning, written 
to the Dola, that he Ihould not adl in a liarih or interefted manner with us; for we 
were Ilrangers. The Balkateb told us in the evening, that the Dola was forry that his 
fervants had come to us with a meffage in his name, which he had given them lio orders 
to deliver. But upon this head we knew fufficiently what to think. 

The Dola of Mokha’s fervant could not now be of farther ufe to us; we difinided 
him therefore with a handfome reward. But as we ftilt wanted a guide who knew 
the interior parts of Yemen, we begged the Cadi to direct us to fuch a one ; and he 
politely fent us an Arab, who afterwards accompanied us to Mokha, and with whom 
we were perfeflly fatisfied. The Dola fliewed likewife a difpofition to make amends by 
kindnefs for the trouble he had given us, and ordered one of his fervants to accompany 
us on our journey. This man had the addrefs to ftipulate before hand, in the prefence 
of feveral perfons of diftindion, for the wages which we were to pay him. 

The Cadi unalked, had the generofity to give us a letter of recommendation to the 
Imam’s vizier, in which he told him, that he fliould beware of believing any thing that 
might be related to him, to the difadvantage of thefe Franks. We could have wilhed 
to make the judge a prefent of a watch; his probity and beneficence having infpired us 
with the higheft veneration for his charader, and the livelieft gratitude for his favours. 
But we were informed that he would accept no fuch thing, left he might appear to have 
interefted views in taking part with us. 


(Jo- 
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We could not fee the Dola before our departure. He avoided receiving our vifit 
under pretence of illnefs. Ouf friends however aiTured us, that he was Hllen fenoufly 
ill in confequence of the uneafmefs which our obilinate refiftance to his ^vill had given 
him. Our firmnefe was, indeed, laid to have made him contemptible in the eyes or the 

ini’ .bitaiits of the city. . r r ■ i 

His coudiia had occafioned us no lefs vexation. I even blame the uneafinels with 
whirit Ml. Forltal was at that time agitated, as the firft occafion of the illnefs, wmch. 
foon after tmrried my hieiid to the grave. 


JOURNEY TO SANA. 

Chap.XIH. —Rstitefrom Tams to Jerm. 

FROM TacES we fet out on the c8th of June, and for the two.firft days, found no- 
human habitations on our way, except fome paltry coffee huts, a few villages, and a. 
fmall town ; and moft of the villages are falling into ru'ns. ffhe countiy is uncultivated, 
and alraoft defolate; wliich feems to be owing to the late wars for the fuccelEon to die 
throne of TacEs. 

On the third day we reached Mharras, which I had formerly travelled over in one 
of mv previous excurfions. A violent ftorm furprifed us, and gave us an < pportunity 
of iei narking how the torrents ruftiing upon fuch occafions from the hills, produce the- 
gulkes, one of which we paffed on an arch of folid Hone. 

Tile great inns which are fcattered over die country from the Tehama thus far, are 
called Mattrach. Thefe are private houfes, the mafters of which funiifh travellers with 
their meals, which are commonly very indifferent. Between Mharras and Sana, almofl: 
at every half day’s journey, ffands a large Sinilera of burnt bricks. Thefe edifices, 
like the caravanferais in Turkey, have been built by wealthy perfonsfor the acccommo^ 
dation of travellers, and afford fafe lodging, but no other fort of food than coffee, rice, 
bread, and butter. The traveller muff bring his other provilions with him. 

On the firffof July, having croffed mount Mharras upon a paved road, we entered 
a more fertile country, and after puffing feveral villages and a number of Madgiis, 
arrived at Abb. This cify ftands on the height of a hill, is furromided by a flrong 
wall, and contains 800 houfes, moft of wffiich are in a good fafhion of building. Its. 
ftreets are paved, and it has a good many fmall mofques. Befide one of thele is a 
large refervoir, which receives water by an aqueduH, and fupplies all the houfes in 
the city. 

^ At a fmall diftance, between Abb and Dsjobia are two rivulets, one of which run¬ 
ning weftward, is iiicreafed into the river Zebid ; and the other rmming fouthward from 
Meidam, a river wliich difembogues itfelfinto the fea near Aiden. The diff erent courfes 
of thefe rivers, two of the moil coiifiderable in the country, and the circumftance of 
their taking their rife here, feem to indicate this as the mofi elevated fpot in the moun¬ 
tainous pait of the imam’s dominions. The height of mount Sumara, wliich we paffed 
on the day rollowmg, is another proof of this. 

We travelled down mount Abb, along good paved roads, and then croffed a country 
of a varied furface having villages, Madgiis, and houfes for the proteftiou of travellers, 

place was to be feen except the city of Miichoder, 

Itandmg on a hiU^ and the feat of a Dcia* 

^ Sinifera, we began to afeend mount Sumara, a hill 
much ...giicr than Mharras, byways w^hich had been rendered acceffibleto camels by 

being 
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befeig paved, and carried in a winding direftion round thofe places, which were too 
fteep for direct accefs. Half way up the hill is the village of Menfil, in which is a 
fuperfa Simfera, built all of hewn ftone. We obtained a convenient apartment upon 
the roof, of which Mr. Forlkal, who was now extremely weak, flood very much 
in need. 

Here we remained during the next day, and would gladly have ftaid till our friend 
had been fomewhat better; but our camel drivers could not here find food fittinir for 
that cattle. They propofed to us to- proceed to jerim, a city at a fmali diitance, 
and promifed that our fick friend fhould be borne by men over the rugged roads of 
mount Sumara. 

We were perfuaded, and fet forward on the 5th of July. I went before, to enjoy 
the frefii air ; a piece of inexcufable imprudence in places of fo keen a temperature. I 
foon felt myfcif aft'ecled with a fevere rheum, vomitings, aud exceflive thirft, which I 
could not have quenched 011 thitt delart moimtain., ii I had ii n fortunately met with a 
peafant who permitted me to drink out of his pitcher of water. I faw nothing in this 
part of our journey, which feemed worthy of attention, except a ruinous caltle, the 
property of the family of HalTan, and flraiiding on the very peak of mount Sumara, In 
this neighbourhood are two tribes of wandering Arabs, who are now fettled in villages. 
There are no more Bedouins in the Imam’s dominions. 

The Arabs could not be perfuaded to carry a Chrillian ; and Mr, Forfl-:al was there¬ 
fore placed in his bed upon a camel. Although we had proceeded flowly, he was in a 
deplorable condition, by the time we reached Jerim, We now found, that although 
we had accuftomed ourfelves to live like the inhabitants of the country, yet there were 
certain conveniences, which in cafe of ilhiefs, we could not well want. 

Chap. XLIII. — Oj" the City of Jerim. 

WE lodged in a public inn. But the crowd of fpectarors whom curlofity Brought 
together, to fee the Europeans, becoming extremely troublefome, we hired a more quiet 
apartment in tlie city, where we might live undiiiurbed dll our fellow traveller fliould. 
recover hisJiealth. It was impoffible to find perfons who would carry our fick friend. 
Our Malionietan fervant refufed to allift us In removmgMr. Forlkal from the onehoufe 
to the other; and we were obliged to carry him ourfelves. 

Jerim is but a final! town, yet the feat of a Dola, who refides’'in a caflle fituate on 
a rock. The houfes are built of ftone, and of bricks which have been dried in the fun. 
I faw nothing farther remarkable about this town. 

At two miles diftance fTOiii Jerim, according to the tradition of the Arabs, flood 
once a famous city, Dhafar, very little of the ruins of which now remain. The firft 
magiftrate of Jerim, however, told me, that a large ftone is ftill to be feen there, with 
an infcription, which neither Jews nor Mahometans can explain. This was probably 
the fituation of the city of Taphar, which ancient hiftorians mention as the feat of the- 
Hamjarines. If any Hamjarine infcription lliall ever be difeovered, it will probably be 
among thefe ruins. The Arabs maintain that Dhafar w^as the feat of Saad-el-Kammel,. 
a famous hero, king of all Arabia, who lived eighteen hundred years ago. 

On the eaftfide of mount Sumaia, we found thechmate very different from what it 
was on the weft fide. It had rained almoft every day of our journey from Taoes to 
Menfil; and the eaith was covered with a charming verdure. At Jerim, on the con¬ 
trary, no rain had fallen for three months, although diftant thunder had been heard 
almoll every day. In this want of rain, the locufts had multiplied prodigioufly, and had 

eaten 
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eaten up almoft all the produftions of the earth. The inhabitants of Jerim refolved to 
put up public prayers for rain, on the eighth of July; and for that purpofe repaired 
in proceflion to a place without the city, where fuch folemnities were ufually performed. 
The Company, who walked in proceflion, confifted of a number of clergymen in a drels 
exprellive of humility. 1 wo venerable Scheichs walked at their head, bearing open 
calkets full of books. As they proceeded, all fang and repeated Ihort prayers. Hardly 
was this ceremony over, when on the very fame evening, a ftorm arofe, with hail and 
a very heavy rain. The rains became afterwards more frequent. Betw-een the tropics 
they fall at regular periods, on the different fides of the great ranges of hills. 

In all the markets, locufls were fold at a low price; for fo prodJgioufly^ numerous 
were they in a plain near Jerim, that they might be taken by handfuls. We faw a pea- 
fant having a fack full of them, which he was going to dry and lay up for winter pro- 
vifions. Whenever it ceafed raining for an hour or two on the other fide of mount 
Sumara, legions of thefe infedts uled to come over to Jerim. We fawr the peafants 
of Menfil purfuing them, in order to preferve their fields from abfolute defolation. 

In the ftreets of Jerim, we faw a bridegroom proceeding to the bath in ceremony. 
Two boys went before, dancing to the mufic of a timbrel; a crowd followed, confifting 
of perfons of all ages, W'^ho foot piftols in the iiir as they went on; the bridegroom with 
his friends clofed the proceffion. At night, a number of flambeaux were lighted up, 
and formed a pretty enough illummation. 

We were one day entertained by two gladiators, who, for a few pieces of fmall 
money, exhibited their addrefs in the ftreets. They wore mafks; the firll I had feen 
in the eaft, and were armed with a buckler and a poignard. They did not fight to 
wound one another ; the perfeftion of their art confifted in thdr leaping, and in feveral 
agile turns of the body. 

Being ever unwilling to mingle with crowds, I had not yet feen any of the markets 
in Arabia, although thefe are reforted to as places of amuferaent by the inhabitants of 
the country. To divert myfeif a little, I went to the market at Jenm. A great many 
people were met in it, who were chiefly peafants that had come to fell their different 
articles. I faw no foops furnifoed with goods of any confiderable value. Many tailors, 
fhoemakers, blackfmiths, and other ardfans, fat along the ftreets, behind low walls, and 
VTought at their trades in the open air. I faw alfo furgeons, who drew blood with a 
common knife, and then dreffed the wound with pieces of hartfliorn cut off at the root 
of the horn: 

Chap. XLIV. — Death of Mr. ForJkaJ. 

ON the firft days after our arrival at Jerim, Mr. Forlkal’s illnefs feemed to decreafe. 
But it foon after returned with fuch violence that we defpaired of his recovery. On 
the evening of the tentii of July, he funk into a deep lethargy, in which ftate he coii- 
linued till his death, the next morning. We were deeply aftefted at his lols. In con- 
fequence of his botanical excurfions, he had learned more than any of us, of the Arabic 
tongue, and its diiierent dialers. Fatigue, or the want of conveniences, never dil- 
couraged him ; he could accommodate himfeif to the manners of the people of the 
country, without doing which, indeed, no one can hope to travel witii advantage 
through Arabia, In fliort, he feemed formed by nature ibr fuch an expedition as that 
in which we were engaged. 

It was necefl'ary for us to notify the death of our companion to government. To 
fhis end, we fent the Uola of Taoes’s fervant to the Dola and the Cadi of Jerim. The 

latter 
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latter politely dlre^ied as tp an Arab, who could fell us a place, where we might inter 
our deceafed friend. The bargain which we fti uck wnth this man did not take effect ; 
for the place being near a camd intended for the watering of the meadows, the poflef- 
fors of thefe ha<l i hreatened our Arab with an aflion at law, if the water Ihould fail on 
account of the Cliriftiaii’s body. We foon after obtained a different place for the 
fame p:ice. 

The Dola then expreffed a wHb to confer with fome one of our number. He informed 
me, that in quality of governor, lie had a right to the perfonal eftefts of all Jews and 
Banians who died within his tiominions. I anfwered, that tlie deceafed was neither a 
Jew nor a Banian, but an European ; and that the Dola of Mokha had laid no claim to 
tile efleds of one of my companions, who died in that city. The Dola’s fon then explained 
to me his father’s intentions, who expsfted to receive at leaft a confiderable prefent. I 
told him that Europeans were acciiJlomed to pay nothing without receiving a written 
llateraent of what he required, we Ihould then fee what we could do. After this, the 
Dola, who knew tliat we were going to Sana, and probably feared that we might com¬ 
plain of him there, left us at peace. 

Our greateft difficulty now was to find perfons to bear the body to the grave j and 
this, even although we-promiied to pay very liberally for the fervice. At laft we pre¬ 
vailed with fix men to convey it to die burying place at midnight. They performed die 
talk, but ran and hid themfelves in the beff manner they could, all the way j fo great 
is the averfion of thofe people to touch a Chriftian. 

We refolved to bury our deceafed friend in a coffin ; but we had done better to have 
followed the Arabian mode, and wrapped him Amply in a feai- cloth. The coffin made 
the people fufpefl; that we Europeans buried riches with the bodies of our dead. At 
Sana, we learned that Mr. Eorfkal’s body had been taken up by night, and that the 
grave clothes had been fnatched away, after die coffin was opened. The Dola obliged 
the Jews to bury it again, and left them the coffin for their pains,. 

Chap. XLV, — Route from Jerlm to Sam. 

AFTE!^: the burial of our friend, we had nothing to detain us from continuing our 
journey. On the 13 th of July, we left Jerim, and after proceeding for four miles along 
rugged roads, and through a barren country, arrived on the fame day at Damar. 
Through this traO; of road, the people who fell Efcher are in fo wretched a condition, 
that they live in poor huts, and lie on the ground. 

As we had lived fo long at Jerim, the inhabitants of Damar had previous notice of 
our approach. Europeans feldom pafs this way j and the people of this place being 
therefore very curious to fee us, came out and met us half a league from the city. As 
we drew nearer, the crowd became more numerous; and therefore, to avoid being 
teized and diflurbed by them, we would not enter an inn, but hired an empty houfe. 
Tliis precaution little availed us j for the crowd furrounded us in fuch a manner, that 
we could not enter our lodging. Mr. Cramer being mounted on his mule, forced his 
way ; but then they exclaimed againft the infolence of the infidels, and began to throw 
ftones in at our windows. We thought of afking a guard from the Dola, but were 
told that he had only thirty foldiers in all, and was afraid of the mob himfelf. At laft, 
the firft magiftrate coming to confiilt our phyfician, advifed us to take no notice of the 
petulance 0/ the fludents, who threw ftones that they might draw us to the windows. 
The tumult foon ceafed, and the mob difperfed. 

The city of Damar Hands in a fertile plain. It is the capital of a province, and is 

governed 
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governed by a Dola, who refides in a large caftle. It has a famous unJverfity, in which 
to the number of five hundred iludents are commonly employed in their ftutlies- It ie 
without walls ; its buildings are good, and it is very large, containing no fewer than 
five thoufand houfes. The Jews live in a detached village j but the Banians are permitted 
to live in the town among the Muffulmans, 

In no other city had our phyfician better praflice. As he was unwilling to go out 
on account of the mob, the fick were brought to him in their beds j and an inhabitant 
of thistotvn aecompanied us to Sana, purely that he might have an opportunity of 
confulting our phyfician by the way, and in that city. 

Near Damar is a mountain containing a mine of native fulphur. In another hill, 
fomewhat farther diftant, thofe fine camelians are found, which are fo much efteenied 
in Arabia, 

Our European fervant falling ill, we left him at Damar, to follow' us by fhort journies. 
At his arrival, he complained that nobody would give him lodging by the wny. The 
Arabs were afraid that he might die in their houfes, and that they might be obliged to 
take the exjSence and pains of burying him. 

On the fourteenth of July we crolled a plain encompaffed w'ith bare and arid hills. 
Near the road and within a mile of Damar, is the fmall town of Mauahhel, in which 
the Imam dwelled whom the Author of the vopge to Arabia Felix faw in the begin¬ 
ning of the prefent century. The road becomes very rugged 5 and the country appeant 
marfliy and ill cultivated towards Suradge. From Suradge to Sana, the villages are 
all fuiTounded with orchards and vineyards. We were here overtaken by a ftorm of 
hail, accompanied with peals of thunder j but no Madgils were nigh, to Iltelter the 
traveller. 

Next day vre had ftill worfe roads to travel; which feemed furprifing fo near the 
capital. We faw Hodafa, which Hands on a fteep inftiiated rock, and in W'hich is faid 
to be a curious infcription, upon an old wail. This infcription wjus mentioned to me 
at Taces ; and I was informed by a Jew at Sana, that the charaflers refemble neither 
the Arabic nor the Hebrew. 1 fufpefl: them to be Hamjarene, and am ferry that I had 
it not in my power to examine them. 

After palling through feverai paltry villages, we at length reached Seijan^ a village, 
which, together with Suradge, belongs to the princes of the blood; we obferved in it 
a good many ruinous houfes. As there fells not enough of rain here, large refervoirs 
have been formed at the foot of the lulls, and from thefe the water is diftributed through 
the country at a confiderable expence and trouble. 

Hoping to enter Sana on the r6th of July, we put on our Turkilh dreffes in the 
morning ; their appearance being fomewhat better than that of the Arabic garb we bad 
worn in the courfe of our journey. Along a ftone .bridge, we paffed a fmall river, the 
water of which is not far below, loft among the fend ; and we halted near the village cif 
Hadde, where the Imam has an orchard, at a mile's diftance from Sana. 

OUR STAY AT SANA, IN THE IMAm’s COURT. 

Char, XLVI. ■— Our arrival at Sana. 

ON the morning of the i6th of July we had fent our fervant forward, with a letter, 
adtlreffed to Fakih Achmed, the Imam’s vizier, announcing to him our arrivak But 
tliat nobleman, having already heard of our near approach, had fent one of his prin¬ 
cipal fecietaries to meet us, and bid us welcome. Tliis deputy informed us, that we 
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had been long espeaed at the court of Sana, and that the Imam had hired an elegant 
country houfe for us, in the fubmb of Bir el Affab. 

"\fVe learned that the Vizier had hhewilc a villa there. When we arrived near this 
place, the fecretary alked us to alight. We fuppofed upon this, that we were to he 
immediately introduced to the Vizier j' but we only faw our fecretary and our Mufiul- 
man fervants proceed on their afles, while we were obliged fo march on foot, a long 
way, before we reached our lodging. This humiliating ceremony was what we bed 
not expefted to be fubjefted to among the Arabs, who value thenifelves upon their 
politenefs. 

In our villa we found very good roams, but thofe perfeaiy naked and unfurniflied. 
We were here as ill accommodated as we had been in Yemen, and more fo than we 
could have been in a caravanfera, where we would at leaft have found food. Here we 
were obliged to faff till we could have viftuals brought from the city. Befide our 
houfe was an orchard, in which the trees appeared to have grown of therafelves, w'ithout 
receiving any culture. 

Next morning the Imam fent us a prefent, confilling of five Iheep, with wood, rice, 
lights, andfpices. The bearer of this prefent had at the fame time orders to let us 
know, that the Imam was forry that he could not fee lis for theie tW’o days yet, he being 
at prefent employed in paying off his mercenary troops. This delay we would have 
regarded with indifference, had we not been at the fame time enjoined to keep within 
doors, till we Ihould obtain our firft audience of his Highnefs. We could have vtiQied 
to make the moll of our ftay here, 

_ They had however forgotten to warn us, that the etiquette of this court likewife pro¬ 
hibited ftrangers from receiving viCts from the inhabitants of the country, till they Ihould 
frrft appear there. We had an acquaintance at Sana, a Jew, who had made the voyage 
from Cairo to Loheia, in our company. The Jew, although belonging to one of the 
richeft and moft refpectable families of his nation, had entered into our fervice, for the 
courfe of that voyage, either that he might travel in the greater fecurity, or to fpare 
the^^pence. Accordingly, he no fooner heard of our arrival, than he came to pay us 
a yifit, and next day brought one of the greateft aftrologers m his nation to fee us* 
While thefe men were in our company, the fecretary of Vizier Fakih Achmed hap¬ 
pened to come in. The two Jews rofe before him, in teltimony of reipefl. But the 
Secretary, angry that they Ihould have prefumed to violate the etiquette^ drove them 
^ houfe, and ordered our fervants to admit no perfon to vifit us, dll we flioultj 
firlt have waited on his mafter. 

Chap. XLVIi.—-Oar audience of ibe Imam. 

ON the igth of July, the fecretary of the Vizier Faldh Achmed, came to cbnduft 
us to an audience of the Imam, in his palace of Buftan el Metwokkel. We had expefled 
that we Ihould be introduced privately to an audience of this monarch, or at leaft in 
prefence only of a few of his principal courtiers. We were furprifed therefore to fee 
every thing prepared for an occafion of great ceremony. The court of the palace was 
fo full of horfes, officers, and others, that we fiiould fc^cely have made our way 
through the crowd, if the Nakib Gheir Alla, who had been a Have, but was now 
mafter of the horfe, had not come, with a great ftaff in his hand, to open a pafiage 
for us. 

The hall of audience was a Ipacious fquare chamber having an arched roof. In the 
middle was a large bafon, with lonxe jets d'eau^ rifipg fouiteen feet qi Behind 
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the bafon, and near the throne, were large benches, each a foot and a half high ; 
upon the throne was a fpace covered with fiiken floff, on which, as well as on both 
tides of it, lay large cufliions. The Imam fat between the ciifliions, with his legs crofled 
in the eallern fafhion; his gown was of a bright green colour, and had large fleeves* 
On each fide of his brcafc was a rich filleting of gold lace, and on his head he wore a 
great white turban. His fons fat on his right hand, and his brothers on the left. Oppofite 
to them, upon the higheit of the two benches, fat the Vizier ; and our place was on the 
lower bench. On the two fides of the hall, fat many of the principal men about court. 

We were fir ft led up to the Imam, and were permitted to kifs both the back and the 
palm of his hand, as well as the hem of his robe. It is an extraordinary favour, when 
the Mahometan princes permit any perlbn to kifs the palm of the hand. There was a 
folemn filence through the whole hall. As each of us touched the Imanris hand, a ' 
herald ft ill proclaimed ; God preferve the Imam f' All who were prelent repeated 

thofe words aloud after him, 1 was thinking at the time, how I fliould pay my com¬ 
pliments in Arabic, and was not a little difturbed by this iioify ceremony ; but I had 
afterwards time to recolle£t myfelf. 

As the language fpoken at the court of Sana differs greally from that of Tehama, 
the only dialeft of the Ai^abic tongue with which we were familiarly acquainted, or 
could ipeak tolerably, we had brought our fervant wdiom we had hired in Mokha, to 
be our interpreter. The Vizier who had refided long in Tehama, did the fame fervice 
for the Imam, Our converfation, confequently, could not be either very long, or very 
interefting. We did not think proper to mention the true reafons of our expedition 
through Arabia ^ but told the Imam, that wilhing to travel by the llioiteft w^ay to the 
Danifh colonies in the Eaft Indies, we had heard fo much of the plenty and fecurity 
which prevailed through the dominions of the Imam, that we had refolved to fee them 
with our own eyes, that we might defcribe them to our countrymen. The Imam 
told us, we were welcome into his donunions, and might ftay as long as we pleafed. After 
repeating the ceremony of killing the Imam’s hands, and hearing the repeated accla- 
jnations of the fpeftators, we now retired in the fame order in which we had come in. 

The Imam fent us, after our return home, to each afmail purfe, containing ninety- 
nine Komaffis, two and thirty of which make a crown* This piece of civility might 
perhaps appeafr no compliment to a traveller’s delicacy. But, when it is confidered 
that a ftranger, unacquainted with the value of the money of the country, obliged to 
pay every day for his provifions, is in danger of being impofed upon by the money 
changers, this care of providing us with fmall money will appear to have been fuflSciently 
obliging. We therefore accepted the prefent, although we had refolved not to be in 
any degree chargeable to the Arabs. 

Chap. XLVIIT. h Vizier Rikih Achmcd* 

IN Turkey no perfon is admitted to an audience of the Sultam, till after he has vifited 
the Vizier. The euftom in Yemen is direftly contrary. After being honoured with 
an audfenc<a of the Imam in the morning, we were invited to wait on F^ddh Achmed 
in the afternoon, at his country feat, near BIr el Aft'ab. We were at the fame time 
defired to bring with us thofe curiofities which we had fhewn toEinir Farhan at Loheia, 
and to feveral Arabs of diftinftion in other cities. Thofe rarities were only microfcopes^ 
telefcopes, profped glaffes, thermometers, maps, and other fuch things. I did not 
chufe to produce my mathematical inftruments, left perhaps feme Scheich might per- 
fuade the Vizier to alk them for his ufe. 
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The Vizief received us with great politenefs, and expreffed himfelf highly pleafed 
with what Ave fliewed him. He put various queftions to us, from which he appeared 
to poflefs confiderable knowledge, and to have ftudied the fcieiices with a degree of 
care far from common among his countrj'men. By means of Turkifh, Perfian, and 
Indian merchants, he had acquired tolerably correft notions of geography. The Ara¬ 
bians imagine that Europe lies fouth from them, bet^aufe the Franks whom they fee, 
come from India. But the Fakih knetv very well the fituation of the different ftates 
of Europe, with their refpeftive powers and forces both by fea and land. Nor could 
more be expefted from an Arabian who had never feen a map. 

In the narratives of many voyage, w'e had read, that in the Eafl; an inferior might 
not approach before a fuperior, without bringing a prefent in his hand. Befides, we 
were defirous of returning the marks of politenefs which had been fliewn us, and of 
exprelling our gratitude for the entertainment we had received. 

For thefe reafons, we refolved to take this opportunity of offering our prefent to the 
Imam and the Fakih j fent to the latter fome pieces of mechanifm, fuch as watches, 
and lome other inftruments little known among the Arabs. We foon after learned, 
that this was more than had been expefted at our hands, fince, not being merchants, 
we had no favour to alk. All had, hoAvever, been very gracioufly accepted. The 
Turks regard the prefents of the Europeans as a tribute j but at the court of Sana they 
appear to be confidered in a different light. 

The Vizier’s country houfe was not large. It was entirely open, upon one fide. A 
number of fruit trees grew in the garden. In the midff of it was a jet d*eauj fimilar 
to that which we had feen in the Imam’s hall of audience. The water was put in 
motion, by bang raifed in a refervoir, by an afs and a man who led him. This jet 
d'eau was no ornament; but it cooled the air; a thing very agreeable in hot countries. 
We faw others of the fame fort, in the gardens of all the principal inhabitants of Sana. 

Chap. XLIX, — Of the city ef Sana. 

The city of Sana is fituate at the foot of mount Nikkum', on which are ftill to be 
feen the ruins of a caftle, which the Arabs fuppofe to have been built by Shem. Near 
this mountain ftands the caftle; a rivulet rifes upon the other fide j and near it, is the 
Buftan el Metwokkel, a fpacious garden, which was laid out by Imam Metwokkel, and 
has been embelliflied with a fine garden, by the reigning Imam. The walls of the city, 
which are built of bricks, exclude this garden, which is enclqfed within a wall of its 
own. The city properly fo called, is not very extenfive j one may walk round it all in 
an hour. 

I Ihould have wiflied to make an accurate ground plan of this city. But, wherever 
I went, the mob crowded upon me fo, that a furvey was abfojutely impolfible. The 
city gates are fet^en. Here are a number of mofques, fome of svhich have been built 
by Turkifli Pachas. Sana has the appearance of being more populous than it aftually is; 
for gardens occupy a part of the fpace within the walls. In Sana, are only tw'elve public 
baths ; but mtmy noble palaces, three of the moft fplendid of which have Keen built 
by the reigning Imam. The palace of the late Imam El Manzor, with fome others, 
belong to the royal family, who are very numerous. 

The Arabian palaces are built in a ftyle of architefture different from ours. The 
materials are, howevei', burnt bricks, and foraetimes even hewn ftones; but the houfes 
of the common people are of bricks which have been dried in the fun. I faw no glafs 
windows, except in one palace, near the citadel. The reft of the houfes have, inftead 
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of window's, merely fliutters, which are opened ui fair weather, and flint when « is 
foul. In the laft cafe, the houfe is lighted by a round v/icket, fitted with a piece of 
Mufcovy glals ; foine of the Arabians ufe fmall panes of flained glafs from Venice. 

At Sana, and in the other cities of the Eaft, are great Simferas or caravanferas for 
merchants and travellers. Each different commodity is fold in a feparate market. In 
the market for bread, none but women are to be feen; and their little fliops are por¬ 
table. The feveral claffes of mechanics w'ork in the fame manner, in particular quar¬ 
ters in the open ftreet. Writers go about with their delks, and make out briefs, copy¬ 
books, and inftriiiS; fcholars in the art of writing, all at the fame time. There is one 
market, where old clothes are taken in exchange for new. 

Wood for the carpenter’s purpofes is in general extremely dear through all Yemen 
and wood for the fire at Sana is no lefs fo. All the hills near the city are bleak and 
bare, and wood is therefore to be brought hither from the diftance of three days jour¬ 
ney j and a camel’s burthen commonly cofts two crowns. This fcarcity of wood is 
particularly fupplied by the ufe of a little pit coal. I have fcen peats burnt here, but 
thefe fo bad, that ftraw muff be intermixed to make them burn. 

Fruits are, however, very plenteous at Sana. Here are more than twenty different 
fpecies of grapes, w^hich, as they do not all ripen at the fame time, continue to afford 
a delicious refrelhment for feveral months. The Arabs likewife preferve grapes, by 
hanging them up in their cellars, and eat them almoft through the whole year. The 
Jews make a little wine, and might make more, if the Arabs were not fuch enemies 
to ftrong liquors. A Jew conviftedof conveying wine into an Arab’s houfe is fevereJy 
puniflied; nay, the Jews muff even ufe great caution, in buying and felling it among 
themfelves. Great quantities of grapes are dried here \ and the exportation of raifms 
from Sana is confiderable. One fort of thefe grapes ai'e without ftones, and contains 
only a foft grain, the prefence of which is not perceptible in eating the railin. 

In the callle, which Hands on a hill, are two palaces. I faw about it fome ruins of 
old buildings, but, notwithftanding the antiquity of the place, no remarkable infcrip- 
tions. There is the mint, and a range of prilbns for perfons of different ranks. The 
reigning Imam refides in the city ; but feveral princes of the blood royal live in the 
caftle. I was conduced to a battery, as the moll elevated place about thefe buildings-j 
and there I met with what I had no expeftalion of, a German mortar, with, this infcrip- 
tion, Jorg Selbs Gofmick, 1513. I faw alfo, upon the fame battery, feven iron can¬ 
nons, partly buried in the fand, and partly let upon broken carriage!!. Thefe feven 
fmall cannons, wdth fix others, near the gates, w-hich are fired to announce the return 
of the different feftivals, are all the artillery of the capital of Yemen, 

Chap. L. 0 / the Country around Sana. 

THE fubiirb of Bir el Affab is nearly adjoining to the city upon the eaft fide. The 
houfes of this village are fcattered through the gardens, along the bank of a fmall 
river. Two leagues northward from Sana is a plain, named Rodda,. which is over- 
fpread with gardens, and watered by a number of rivulets. This place bears a great 
refemblance to the neighbourhood of Damafcus. But Sana, which fome ancient 
authors compare to Damafcus, Hands on a rifing ground, with nothing like florid vege- • 
tation about it. After long rains, indeed, a fmall rivulet runs through the city ; but 
all the ground is dry, thi’ough the reft of the year. However, by aquedufts from 
mount Nikkum, the towm and caftle of Sana are, at all times, fupplied wuth abundance 
of excellent freflj water,. 
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Jews are not permitted to live in the city of Sana. They live by themfelves in a 
frillage, named Kaa el Hind, fituate near Bir el Aflab. Their number amounts to two 
thoufand. But, in Yemen, they are treated evai more contemptuoufly than in Turkey. 
Yet, the beftartifans in Arabia are Jews; erpecially potters and goldfuiiths, who come 
to the city, to work in their little lliops by day, and in the eveniin*- retire to their 
village. 

1 hole Jews carry on a confiderable trade. One of the moll eniinent merchants 
among them, named Orceki, gained the favour of two fiicceffive Imam’s, and was for 
thirteen years, in the reign of El Manfor, and for fifteen years under the prefent Imam, 
comptroller of the cuftoms and of the royal buildings and gardens ; one of the molt 
honourable offices at the court of Sana. Two years before our arrival here, he had 
fallen into difgrace, and was not only imprifoned, but obliged to pay a fine of 50,000 
crowns. Fifteen days before we arrived at Sana, the Imam had let him at liberty. He 
was a venerable old man, of great knowledge ; and although he had received tlic Imam’s 
peiiniffion, had never chofen to afliime any other drefs than that commonly worn 
among his countrymen. The young Jew, who had been our fervant, was one of his 
relations, and had mentioned us fo favourably to him, that he conceived a defire to 

us. But we durft not hold frequent intercourfe with a man fo newly releafed out 
of prifon. 

The difgrace of Ormld had drawn a degree of perfecution upon the reft of the Jews.. 
At that period, the government ordered fourteen fynagogues, which the Jews had at 
Sana, to be demoliihed* In tlieix village are as handfome houfes as the belt in Sana- 
Of thofe-houfes likewife all above the height of fourteen frthoms was demoliflied, and 
the Jews were forbidden to raife any of their buildings above this height in future. All 
the ftone pitchers in which the inhabitants of the village had ufed to keep their wines 
were broken. In ffiort, the poor Jews fuffered mortifications of all forts. 

The Banians, in Sana, are reckoned to be about 125‘. They pay qoo crowns a 
month for penniffion to live in the city : Whereas the populous ullage of Kaa el Ihud 
pays only 125 crowns a month. The heirs of a deceafed Banian are obliged to pay 
from 40 to 50 crowns. And, if the defunft leaves no near relations in Yemen, his 
whole property devolves to the Imam. The Banians told us, that two men of their 
nation had been dragged to prifon two months before, and before they could obtain 
their liberty, were forced to yield up 1500 crowns of an inheritance which had fallen 
to them.in India, and of which they had touched no part in Arabia,. 

Chap, LI. — The Pomp of the iPiam’s Return from the Mofquc, 

IT is well known, that the Turkilh Sultan goes evei'y Friday to the mofque. The 
Imam obferves the fame pious cuftoni with the fame exaftnefs, and goes and comes 
upon the occafion in a very pompous manner;. We faw liim only returning from the 
iiiofque, when his train is faid to be fwelled by all thofe who have performed their.devo- 
tions at other.mofques. The better to difplay his magnificence, he makes a loner cir¬ 
cuitous progrefe at his return. 

The Imam, upon the occafion when we faw him; came out of the principal mofque,- 
and pafled out b^ one gate of the city, that he might come in by another, with fome 
hundreds of foldiere; marching in proceffion before him.—Over him, and the princes 
of his numerous faniily, Medallas, or large parafols were borne;; a diiUnfKou peculiarly 
appropriated to the fovereign and the princes of the blood royal. We were told, that 
in other parts of Yemen, all the independent nobility, fuch as the Sherriffe of Abu 
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Anfch, the Schleclis of Jafa, and of Hafchid-u-Bekil, conflantly difplay this mark of 
their independence. 

Befide the princes {>f the blood, there were in this proceffion at leall fix hundred 
noblemen, ecclefiaftics and ofiicers, civil and military, all fuperbly mounted upon 
horfes; and a vail crowd of people followed on foot. On each fide of the Imam was 
borne a (landard, having upon it a fmall filver box filled with amulets, wdiofe efficacy 
was imagined to render him invincible. This proceffion was, in ffiort, magnificent, 
but diforderly. The riders paced or galloped, at pleafure, and all went on in con- 
fufion. 

Near a gate were ftationed fome pairs of camels bearing carriages, in which fome 
of the Imam’s wives often ride upon fuch occafions: but the carriages were at this 
time empty, and ferved only to fill up the proceffion. Behind the camels, which bore 
thefe, were twelve others, bearing nothing but fome fmall flags, fixed, by way o# orna¬ 
ment, to their faddles. 

The foldiers fired a few rounds without the gate, but not lefs awkwardly than in 
the other cities of Yemen. In their evolutions before the palace, they {hewed no 
greater dexterity than the provincial troops which we had feen perform their exercifes 
tiiider the Dolas. The city gates were Ibut during divine fervice. 

Chap. LII. — Our Audience of taking Leave. 

THE favourable reception we had met with at Sana, which was above our expec- , 
tations, might have tempted us to ifay longer. Many of the principal men about 
the Imam’s court urged us to fpend another year in Yemen. But we had loft two 
of our companions, who could have availed themfelves more than we of a continued 
flay in Arabia. Some inftances, too, of the Imam’s avarice, which had come to our 
knowledge, added to what we had experienced in thofe cafes in which we had been 
embroiled with the Dolas, impreffed us with a degree of diftruft, and made us fear 
that our prefent good tj^eatment might end in a very different manner. We had, 
befides, found the climate hurtful to our conftitutions, and our health was much injured 
by the changing temperature of the atmofphere. We therefore beg;m to think feri- 
, oufly of failing for India with the Englifli, that we might fave our lives and papers.^ 

We had permiffion to leave Sana whenever we Ihould think proper; but it was 
required that we lliould take a formal leave of the Imam, and fliew him the curlofities 
which the Vizier had feen ; a circumftance which obliged us to defer our journey for 
fome days. 

We were fent for to Court on the 23d of July, and conduced into the fame hall in 
which the Imam had received us at our former audience. Upon this fecond occafion, 
every thing palled very quietly. The Imam lat on the loweft bench befide the throne, 
upon a chair wrought of reeds. We kiffed the hem of his robe,- and both fides of 
his hand. Nobody was prefent but the Vizier, the fecretary, by whom we had been 
condufted into the prefence, and fix or feven flaves or fervants. None of our fervants 
were permitted to accompany us; as the Vizier thought us qualified to exprefs our- 
felves in the language of the country. All that we ffiewed the Imani feemed to pleafe 
him highly; and both he and his minifter put many queftions to us concerning the 
manners, trade, and learning of the Europeans. A fmall chefl; of medicines, which 
the Imam had received from an EngUffiman, was then brought in. Mr. Cramer was 
alked to explain the virtues of thofe drugs ; and the Imam caufed what he fiiid, concern¬ 
ing their nature, to be taken down in writing. 
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I had been mdifpofed Tv^hen I came out to v\iit on the Imam; and, m confequence 
of Handing fo long, I felt myfelf lb weak that I was obliged to afk permiilion to retire. 
Before the door I tbund Ibme of the fiiil officers in the court, fitting on piles of Hones 
along the waIL 

The Great Chamberlain, Gheir Allah, with whom I had often had occafion to fpeak^ 
immediately made me an oiler of his leat, and gathered ftones to make himfelf another,. 
In this company I was again addrefled with a number of queftions concerning th^ 
manners and cufloms of Europe, Thofe Arabs llrongly difapproved of our praftice 
of driiikliig fpirituous liquors. But when I allured them that the Chrifiians were for^ 
bidden ro indulge 111 drunkennefs, and that no fenfible European drank more wine 
than was good for his health, they allowed the cuftom to be rational. They even 
acknowledged that it was abfurd to abftain entirely from the ufe of a liquor of wliich 
they had fuch abundance, and wliich, on many occafions, might prove falutary lis a 
remedy, 

I returned into the hall; and, after Mr. Craiiier had finifhed his account of the 
drugs, and we had *anfwerec! vaHous other queftions, we took our leave with the 
fame ceremonies wliich we had obferved at entering. In the afternoon we went to 
take leave of Vizier Fakih Aehnied, and feme other perfons of diftiiiflion* 

Chap* LIIL-— Departure from Sana^ 

WE had, indeed, good reafons to induce us to return to Mokha, by the fame way 
by which we had come. It is better frequented; and upon It 1 fliould have had an 
opportunity of copying the infcriptions of which the Arabs had fpoken to me : But 
1 had been fo often deceived already by ftories of pretended antiquities, that to the 
uncertain hopes which thofe infcriptions held out to me, 1 preferred the certain advan¬ 
tage of furveyiiig another part of Yemen, and of feeing the Tehama in the rainy feafon.. 
We acquainted the Vizier, therefore, that we wifhed to travel by Mofhak to Beit el 
Fakih. Fie not only approved of our intention, but told us, that the Imam would- 
fiipply us with camels and afles for our journey. 

On the 25th of July, the Lnam fent each of us a complete fuit of clothes,, with a 
letter to the Dola of Mokha, to pay us two hundred crowns, as a farewell prefeuL We 
were at firfl afraid that this prince might fuppofe us to have come, like the Turks, to 
draw money from him, or that had. made our prefents with interefted view^s. But, 
after reflefting that we had been obliged toranfoni ourfelves. In a manner, at Mokha,. 
we refolved to accept that letter of credit. When we afterwards prefented it to the^ 
Dola he fent us to receive the money from his Saraf^ or b^mker, who paklus by inflal- 
ments, but never wthout an air of diilatisfaftion. 

We could hardly think the Vizier ferious in his offer, when he told us that the' 
Imam w^ould furnifiius with beads of burthen. We were even afniid that this might 
be an arrangemenL to delay our jpurney, and would rather have hired canids at our 
own expencc. Wc thereupon came to an explanation with the fecretary, whofe 
anfwers led us to fufpeft an iiitereffed underftanding between him, and the Arabian . 
camel-hirer, or poft-mafter. 

We therefore ventured to addrefs the Vizier again. ITe lliowed fiirprife at our' 
perplexity; becaufe he had delivered to the fecretary a written order, finned by the 
Imam’s own hand, in which he was directed to furniffi us with camels and afies for 
our whole journey, and with a Iheep for our provifions, T'he fecretary, on account' 
of our impatience to tlepart, had not had time to bargain for a fhare of the profits- 
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with the camel-drivers, and was obliged to deliver up the written order, with foriie 
pieces of ftuft which tlie Imam had feiit us for clothes to our fervaiits. He gave us 
alfo notice, that foine other prelcnts were intendeti us, which could not be ready till 
after a certain number ol hours. We fet out without them, and the lecretary, probably, 
kept them to himfelf, 

I’he drefs which 1 received from the Imam was exaSly like that worn by the 
Arabs of ddtinftion through Yemen. They wear the fliirtover wide drawers ofeotton- 
*oth. 'I’he Jambea, a fort of crooked cuflals, hangs by a broad girdle j and a vdft 
with ftrait Heeves is covered by a flow'ing gown. The Arabs are ftrangers to the ufe 
of ftockings. The only thing they wear on their feet is a fort of half-boots, or flippers. 

The Turks appear to abufe the generous hpfpitality with which the Imam treats 
ftrangers travelling through his dominions. Poor pilgrims of that nation often com^ 
from Jidda, are entertained for months at Sana, and then afk money to defray the 
expenCes of their journey home. The Imam even orders a funi of money to be paid 
them in forae of his fea-port towns, that they may return no more to be farther 
chargeable to fo hofpitable a people. 

Within a fhort time after our arrival, a Turk, who had attended his mafter, an 
Egyptian nobleman, to Mecca, came by the way of Jidda and Hoddda to Sana, in hopes 
of obtaining inftantly one of the firft pofts in the Imam’s army : for the Turks have fo- 
high an idea of their military talents, that they fuppofe it would be too great a happi- 
nefs to the Arabs to be able to engage a Turkilh officer in their fervice. But the 
Imam, after entertaining this tnan fome time at Sana, fent him to Hodeida, and ordered 
him a fum of money fufficient to carry him to Bafra. On ray return from India, 1 
met with this fame Turk, who had performed the voyage in a yeffel belonging to 
Mafkat, and had fotmd it not more dangerous than -the palTage between Jidda and 
Hodeida, 

OUR RETURN FROM SANA TO MOKHA. 

Chap. LIV. — Route from Sam to Beit el Fakih, 

ON the 26th of July, the day of our departure from Sana, wa made a fliort ftage 
along a bad road among bare hills, with few villages interfpeifei over them. Next 
day the road was ftill worfe, lying over rocky mountains. This was the moft rugged 
road I faw in all Yemen. The hills were bleak and wild, and the deep vallies among 
them contained only a few wretched hamlets. 

On the 28th of July, we proceeded down fteep declivities. But the hills began now 
to difplay a ftnall ftiare of verdure ; And we here met with feVeral camels, loaded with 
very bad wood, for Sana. The towns were poor and thinly fcattered. In the evening, 
we were attacked by legions of locufts: but thefe were foon driven away by a violent 
ftorm of wind, accompanied by heavy rain. 

travelled this day onward to Mofhak, a fraall town fituate on the fummit of a 
precipitous hill. The houfes in which travellers lodge Hand at the foot of the hill. 
"We prefen ted the Imam’s written order to the 0 ola of this city, who accordingly fur- 
nilhed us with came!?, provender, a good meal for our fervants, a Iheep for our own 
fupper, and even pa d for our lodging. The revenue of Mofhak, and the territory an¬ 
nexed to it, is enjoyed by one o. the Imam’s Ions. 

Our next day’s ^Qu.ney was upon a ftill more difagreeable read. Nothing can be 
'R'orfe, indeed, than ti.e roads between Mofhak and Sehan. Upon the hill we found 
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Jx large refervoirs, m which rain water is colleaed. It becomes putrid, after ftandmi.- 
Jor iome bme and is then very difagreeable. In this country the Arabs beheve thev 

have molt to fear from the worm in the nerves. If it be fo, the caufe muH Ue in their 
drjjikuig that putrid water. 

Leaving Sehan on the 30th of July, we continued our journey upon fomewhat batter 
roads which wind^l round the hills. Upon Harras, one of thofe hills, we came to a 
defile fo narrow that a fingle camel could hardly pafs. On either fide are fteep rocltss 
and ram, which had fallen on the preceding day, had broken a gap eight feet de^ 
precifely m the ^rroweft part of this road, and made it abfolutely impaflable. There 
was no other paffage; and all our Ai-abs were of opinion, that we lliould return llraight 
to Sana, and take the road by Taces: but we were unwilling to turn fo fin* about, mid 
therefore refolved to fill up die gap with ftones. Our Arabs laughed to hear us pro- 
pofe an undertakmg^which they fuppofed w^ould give us work for feveral days. But 
we beg^ to gather ftones and by promifes prevailed with tliem to affift us. Three 
hoursof hard work completed our caufeway, and we pafletl fiife over. The Arabs 
maintained, that, m fuch a cafe, the firft Dola of Yemen would rather have returned to 
Sana, than have undertaken what we had acconipliflied. This gave no favourable im- 
preffion of the fpint or mduftry of the nation. 

^ On our way, we met with a wandering family, the firft of* this charafter that I faw 
m A emen. I hey had no tents, but lived under trees with their affes, flieep, dogs, and 
fow ls. I forgot to alk the name of this horde. But their mode of life is perfedtly 
like that of our European gypfies. They are confined to no place, but go about the 
villages begging and fteabiig and the poor peafants often give them fomlthing volun- 
tanly, to renmve them from tlieir neighbourhood. A young girl of this company came - 
to afk alms from ns: Her face was uncovered. ^ 

At a fmall (Mance from the dangerous pafs above mentioned, we faw the firft 
plantation of coffee trees. We had feen none of thefe fmce our excurfions in the 
month of M^; but this produ£lion does not appear to enrich thofe by whom it is 
here cufovated. 1 he villages in the coffee-coimtry are declining into a ftate of wretched 
poyertv: tlm noufo confift of dry walls, covered with reeds, and refenible thofe of the 
1 s about Bat el Fakih and Dsjobla. The river Sehan was fo fwoln that we had diffl - 
culty of pafling it with our affes. 

We fpent the night at Samfur, a poor village, where I loft mv compafs. In the 
morning, we oundourfelves obliged to pafe more tlian a dozen of times in the foace of 

a imle, over the nver Sehaji, which runs with a meandering courfe, among rocks, and 
wit a very rapid current. Ihis country being very poor, the roads are not exceedingly 
and we were therefore obliged to travel fiowly, without going before our ba^^ga^e. 

We faw here rnany ftirubs of tlie fpecies which affords the balfara of Mecca: but the 

inhabitants ot the counti'y know not their value, and therefore neglect to cultivate 
them, ^ 


In the coffee-houfe of Til we met with feveral pilgrims returning from Mecca; 
among others an Arab from Doan, a city five-and-nventy days journey eaft from Sana, 
and tweive days journey from Kerchin; confequently, in a counti-y entirely unknown 
to Europeans : I w^s vexed at the Qiort time of our Interview; and the great diffej-ence 
between the dialed which he fpoke and that of Tehama, which difqualified me from 
obtammg from him more particular mfomiation concerning his counm^ 

From this inn the country improves. It is covered with verdure. In the valley 
-are a number of rivulets, which difoharge themfelves into the river Sehan; and a great 
many villages are fcattered over the hills. 
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We faw a rivulet wliich lofes itfelf under ground, and appears again at a confider- 
able diftance. After leaving the hills, it difappears entirely, and its waters are dif- 
perfed over the plains of the Tehama. The arable grounds among thefe hills are 
fowii only with durra, a fort of coarfe millet, of which the poorer people make tlieir 
bread. The peafants cut out feats in the trees, and fit in thefe to watch their fields. 

The rocks on the confines of the Tehama are bafaltic, like thofeof the coffee-country 
near Beit el rakili. We came yet to another rivulet which lofes itfell in the fands of 
the Tehama. At laft we reached the plain, and arrived at Beit el Fakih in the evening, 
of the ill of Augull. 

Chap. LV. — Route from Beit cl Fakih to Mokha. 

THE greater part of this city having been burnt down in the month of April lally 
we had expected to find it defolate. We were, therefore, greatly furprifed to fee all 
the houfes, or rather huts, rebuilt. Several edifices of Hone, fitter to refill the force 
of fire, had likewifc been raifed. 

We lent notice to the Dola of our arrival, and defired hini to have camels in readi- 
nefs, on which we might continue our journey. Our Arabian fervants would have 
demanded provifions from him, that they might make merry, and fliew the people in 
what an honourable manner they were received. 

I Ihall now only mention feme changes produced by the rains upon this part of the 
country. Indeed, as we had already feen the face of the country, we preferred travelling 
by night at this time, to avoid fuffering from the torrid heats of the day. 

Having fet out from Brat el Fakih on the evening of the 2d of Augull, we met 
with two men, on our way to Zebid, who were leading affes loaded chiefly with filver, 
which had been received by the merchants from Egypt, for coffee, and which they were 
fending to Mokha, to purchafe India goods. This mode of carrying money about, 
was a proof to us, that in this province there were no fears from robbers. 

On the 3d of Augull, the Dola of Zebid was obliged to fiirnilh us witli provifions 
and camels. We had expected to find the river Zebid confiderably fwoln ; but near 
the city its channel was entirely dry; the waters having been turned off, to over¬ 
flow a great extent of the adjacent fields, wliich were furrounded by dykes. It Ihould 
feem that the waters are not fuffered to run in the channel of the river, till after they 
have been plentifully diftributed over the country. The peafants conllrufl their dykes- 
fn a very fimple manner. After plowing up a field, they yoke a plank of wood to 
two oxea, lead thefe over the field, fill the plank is loaded with earth, empty it upon 
the line where the dyke is to be drawn, and repeat this till it is formed. We flopped 
to reft for a few hours at Maufehid, and on the morning of the 5th of Augull arrived 

at Mokha. _ _ ■ . t,- l 

We had been extremely earneft to return to this city, left the Englifli Ihip,in which 
^'e intended to fail for India, might be gone before our arrival. But feveral circum- 
ftances happened to detain that veffel feme time longer at Mokha j and we foon felt 
that we had travelled toc^haftily in that fultry climate. I fell ill on the Sth of Augull ? 
Mr. Baurenfeind was confined to his bed within a few days after; and in a fliort time 
Mr. Cramer likewife, and all our European fervants. We fortunately found our friend, 
Mr. Scott Hill here, who kindly fuppiied us with European refrelliments, wMch did us 
more fervice than we could have received from the ufe of the bell medicines. But 
all his friendly cares could not remove the lurking dillemper, which foon afterwards 
broke out with renewed violence, and deprived roe of all jny remaining fellow-travellers 
as I Ihall relate in the proper place.. 
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Chap. LVL — Of the city ef Mokha, 

THIS city Hands in a very dry and barren fituation. Its fortifications are the walls 
which furround it, fome towers on the way to Mufa, which are dignified -ftith the 
name of caftles, and two other caftles of the fame fort, upon the two arms of the 
harbour. The greateft of thefe two caftles is called Kalla Tejar, and the fmalleft, Kalla 
Abdurrah, from the names of two faints, buried in thefe two places. They are pro¬ 
vided ndth fome few pieces of cannon. 

The houfes in the city are built of ftone; and fome are handfome, in the ftyle of thofe 
of the fuburb of Sana. However, there are others, both within and without the wails, 
no better than the huts common through all the Tehama. In the environs of this city- 
are abundance of date trees, and many agreeable gardens. 

Mokha is not an ancient city. It was built about four centuries fmce. It, like 
many other cities in the Tehama, owes its origin to a faint, the celebrated Scheich 
SchBedeli. This Scheich acquhed at that period fo great a reputation, that perfons 
eagerly reforted from the moft diftant countries to receive his inftruftions. Some of 
his devout difciples built huts round his hermitage, which flood on the lea fide. A 
fmall village arofe on this fpot, and was by degrees enlarged into a city. Hitherto its 
hiftory refembles that of the other dries in the Tehama. But, the rife of Mokha was 
attended with many peculiar circumftances, which deferve to be mentioned, as they 
are related by the Arabs; whofe accounts feem to be founded in truth although dafhed 
with a little of the marvellous, in the ufual tafte of the Arabian nation. 

A Ihip bound from India to Jidda, caft anchor, one day, about four lumdred years 
fmce, in thefe latitudes. The crew obferving a hut in the defart, had the curiofity to 
go and fee it. The Schiech gave thofe ftrangers a kind reception, and regaled them 
with coffee, of which he was very fond himfelf, and to which he afcribed great virtues. 
The Indians, who were unacquainted with the ufe of coffee, thought that this hot liquid 
might cure the mafter of their ftiip, who was ill. Sch^deli affured them, that, not 
only fliould he be cured by the efficacy of his prayers, and of the coffee, but that if 
they would land their cargo there, they might difpofe of it to confiderabie advantage. 
Affuraing at the fame time the air and tone of a prophet, he told them that a city fliould 
one day be built upon that fpot, which was to become an eminent mart of the Indian 
trade. 

The merchant to whom the veffel belonged, being ftruck with this lingular language, 
went on Ihore, to fee and converfe with this extraordinary man. He drank the coffee 
prefcribed by the prophet, and found himfelf better. On the fame day a great number 
of Arabs came to hear the preacher in his hermitage. Among them were feveral 
merchants, who purchafed the whole cargo. The Indian returned home well pleafed, 
and Ipread the fame of the holy Schaideli, lb that the place was foon frequented by many 
of his countiymen. 

An elegant mofque was raifed upon the tomb of Scheich Schaedeli, w'hich Hands 
without the walls of the prefent city. The well from which the common people draw 
water for drinldng, and one of the city gates, bear his name. His defcendants are held 
in honour, and enjoy the title of Scheich. dffie people fwear by him. The rame of 
Scliscdeli will be remembered as long as Mokha ftands. 

Betides, Schtedeli is not only the patron of Mokha j but all the Muflulmans ivho 
drink coffee mention him every morning in their Pratlia, or prayer, and efteem him alfo 
as their patron. I'liey invoke him not, but thank God for having taught mankind tile 
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ufe of coffee, through the mediation of Schaedeli, and implore the favour of heaven on 
tlie Scbeichs, his deicendants. 

A merchant of Mecca made an obfervation upon thofe faints, wiiicii I was furprifed 
to hear from a Mahometan. Tlie vulgar, faid he, muff alv/ays have a vifible objefl: to 
fear and hohour. Thus, at Mecca, oaths, inflead of bemg addreffed to God, are pro¬ 
nounced in the name of Mahomet. At Mokha, I would not trull a num who lliould take 
God to witnels the truth of imy thing he happened to affert; but I might much more 
fafely depend upon liim who fliould fvvear by Scheich'Scha:deli, whofe mofque and tomb 
are before their eyes. 

Mokha was the laft city in Yemen of which the Turks retained polTeffion. It is faid 
that the Arabs did not conquer, but buy it. Since the Turks were difpoffelTed, it has 
never had another mafler than the Imam. 

ADola having enriched hiiidelf in his government, had fortified the city, and drawn 
a trench round it, which is now filled up. He was fufpecled of an intention to make 
I limfelf independent ; but his views were fruftrated, and himfelfcaft into prifon.' From 
that time, a Ddla has never been continued above tliree years in this lucrative govern¬ 
ment. After the monfoon feafon, the Dola of Mokha is every year obliged to giv§ an 
account of his adminillration, and is then either confirmed in liis employment, or inftantly 
recalled to Sana. 

1 know not whether the Cliriftians of the Eaft liave ever fettled at Mokha. A good 
many Jews live here, ip a feparate village, as in the other cities of Yemen. Here are 
nearly feven hundred Banians, Rajaputs, and other Indians, fome of whom are mer¬ 
chants, and others earn their livelihood by exercifmg different mercbanic arts. When 
they have made a fmall fortune, they commonly return home to India; and on this 
accoimt are always looked upon as llrangers. 

Chap. LVII. — Bombardment of Mokha by the French, 

I COULD learn nothing of the hiftory of this city, except one event, which happened 
five and twenty years fince. I relate the circumftances of this tranfafliion, as they were 
recounted to me by the Arabs; for they will ferve to give an idea of the power and 
policy of the Imam. 

The Dola of Mokha often purchafes out of the lliips from India, goods, of wliich 
the value amounts to more than the fura due for ciiftom-houfe duties and other taxes. 
He takes thofe goods upon the Imam’s account, and always pioraifes to deduct the 
debt out of the duties which may become due next year. But he continues ymar after 
year to take new goods to account, and the debt is thus increafed, and ftil! remains un¬ 
paid. By dealing for fome time in this manner, the Fr^ch Fall India Company at 
length found the Imam 82,000 crowns in their debt. 

This Company became at laft anxious to obtain payment of fo coiifiderable a debt, 
without lofing, however, their trade with Mokha; and therefore, in the yeai' 1738, 
fent 3 man of war to efcort their merchant fliips. The captain, upon his arrival, ac¬ 
quainted the Dola, that they were come to fell their cargo, but would not land or fend 
their goods on ftiore, till his debt to them Ihould be difcharged. The Dola ftrove to 
araufe them with fine fpeeches, and to perfuade them to land their goods. But the 
French, to lliew w'hat they could do, rendered the caftle unfit for defence, by a few 
difebarges of their great guns, before the Ai'abs were aware that they intended real 
hoftilities. 
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After this exploit, the conferences were renewed. The Dola IHll excufed hinifelf, 
and faid that he had no money, and no orders from the Imam to pay the debt, but afliei 
fifteen days refpite, till he fhould receive orders from Sana. Fifteen days expired, and 
no orders were received. The French tlien difeharged a bomb upon the Dola's houfe, 
by wliich an Arab was killed. But this producing no decifive effe£ls, fome other bombs 
w^ere thrown upon the mofque, upon a Friday, while the Dok was within, and by thefe 
were feveral perfons killed. 

The citizens, of whom a good number had by this time loft tlieir life for their 
fovereign’s debt, now loft patience, and obliged the governor to take meafures to 
fatisfy his creditors. A treaty was accordingly concluded i and theFrencii landed their 
.goods, and continued their tirade as before. Of all their crew, they loft only one man, 
who had happened to fall afleep before the door of his lodging in the town. An Arabian 
foldier ftabbed him in revenge for the death of a relation of his, who had beenldiled by 
a bomb-ihot. 

The Dola was unable to make farther refiftance ; and had undoubtedly done all that 
was in his power to ferve his niafter. The Imam was, how^ever, dillkjpfied, recalled 
hiqi, and confifcated his palace at Sana. A merchant of Mokha, who had advanced a 
large fum to fatisfy the demands of the French, had not received payment, even at the 
time when we were there. 

Several of the Arabs ftill recoUedl this little affair with pleafure, and remember, 
with a degree of gaiety, thofe pots of fire, as they called them tome, which pvufued 
their Dola backwards and forwards, wherever he went. Since that time the Arabs have 
entertained a high opinion of the military talents of the Europeans. In any Turkifh 
city, no Cbriftians, of whatever nation, could have been fafe from the fury of the popu¬ 
lace during fuch hoftiUdes. But, at Mokha, the Englifti and Dutch remained in perfect, 
fecurity during this war witii the French* 

Chap. UVJlh^Oftlje Trade ef Mokha* 

several nations formerly traded to tliis port, which now frequent it no more. 
The Portuguefe, who were, two centuries ago, very powerful on the Arabic Gulph, 
have long fince ceafed to fend ftiips hither. The Dutch rarely appear here ; and the 
French never in time of war, although they ftill continue to rent warehoufes here. 
The Englifh at prefent engrofs, almoft exclufively, the trade of this place. Their Eaft: 
India Company, indeed, fend only one veflbl hither in two years, to take in a cargo of 
cofiee. But the trade is fo much the more advantageous to private merchants fettled 
in India. In this year there had come five Englifii ftiips from different ports in India, 
not to mention three others which proceeded ftraight to Jidda, Since the time when 
an Engli/h merchant refident at Mokha, was maltreated by the populace in the abfence 
of the fhips, the Englifti have always returned with their vefTels to India, and left the 
management of their affairs, during their abfence, to a Banian. 

Since the trade of Mokha is fo confiderable, the cuftoms cannot but afford a^Iarge 
revenue to the Imam. The Turks, Arabs, and Indians are obliged to carry their goods 
ftraight to the ciiftom-houfe, to be there infpeflied, and to pay eight or ten per cent, 
upbn their value, at the arbitrary eftimarion of the cuftom-houfe officers. AH Europeans 
enjoy the privilege of having their goods infpefted in their own warehoufes, and of 
paying only three per cent, upon their value. Since the. Englilh have become fo power¬ 
ful in Bengal, and have imported thofe goods which were formerly fumiftied by the 
Indians, they have been required to pay only three per cent, But the govenun'ent 

continue. 
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continue to obferve their treaties, and yet to maintain their ancient rights, by maldng 
the merchants in Mokha pay lifcewife five per cent, on all Indian goods which they 
purchafe. 

Befides the duties payable at the cuftom-houfe, fliips pay another duty under the 
name of anchorage, which amounts to fome hundreds of crowns, and is regulated not 
by the tonnage of the velTel, but by the number of its mafts. On the otlier hand, a 
merchant, who lades a large European flilp with coffee in this port, receives from the 
Dola a premium of four hundred crowns. 

According to the obfervation of the Ai’abians, the monfoons are regular in thefe lati¬ 
tudes. The north wind blows for fix months, and the fouth wind for other fix months. 
It is not to be fuppofed, however, that thefe are the only winds known here. During 
the month of Auguft, efpecially, the wind blows from all the points in the horizon. 
An Englifh ffiip bound for Jidda was obliged to return to Mokha, and to w'ait there fome 
months for a favourable wind. 

The Arabs have fcarcely any article for exportation, except coffee, of which the 
Indians are not very fond. The Englifli fhips mult return empty to India, if they did 
not gain confiderably by carrying money, with which the Arabian merchants entrult 
them. Thefe merchants had freighted one Englifli veffel from Jidda, with a million 
of crowns ; and that onboard w'hich we failed, had 150,000 crowns of theirs in fpecie. 

Thefe fums are almoff always in European coins, Venetian ducats, or German 
coins. It may be fuppofed that other Englifli and Indian veffels carry alfo confider- 
able fums from Jidda and Mokha. The fliips which fail from Bafra to India, are 
5 n the fame manner freighted with money which has paffed from Europe through 
Turkey, When to this we add the quantity of fpecie carried direftly to India and 
China by the nations of Europe, it appears that Europe muft have been long fmee 
exhaulled of gold and filver, were it not for the treafures imported from America. 

When a foreign veffel arrives in the road of Mokha, it muft not fahite with guns, 
but only hoift a flag. The Dola then fends out a boat to examine it, and learn the 
purpofe of its approach. If any difficulties-are raffed, the captain needs only fay, tliat 
he will proceed to Hodeida or Loheia. The Dola, unwilling to lofe the prefents which 
he receives from every fiiip, is foon brought by this means to hear reafon. 

It would not be difficult for any other nation to obtain the fame privileges which the 
Englifli prefently enjoy at Mokha. But the trade on the coafts of the Red Sea can be 
advantageous to no nation who have not fettlements in India. The Arabians make no 
ufe of the produftions of Europe, It would be iieceflary, therefore, to fupply them 
with India goods, and to take coffee in return, which can be bought cheaper from 
fhips W'hich take it in merely to avoid returning empty. There is, indeed, a great 
quantity of iron fold in Arabia, which the Englifli purchafe chiefly from the Da-ies. It 
is, therefore, probable, that the latter nation might find their intereft in a dhefl: trade 
with the goods of Denmark, and our colonies between Tranquebar and Mokha, 

It will not be amifs to add one flight obfervation concerning the brokers of different 
nations. A ftranger cannot be too much on his guard againft Mahometan brokers. 
He will find his accomit in addreffing himfelf rather to the Banians, among whom are 
many confiderable merchants,!, very honefl; men. Through all the countries in the 
Eaft, Mahometan merchants have the knavery to feek to irritate the Chriftians, when, 
after having duped them, they fear their refentment: and, then when any term of re¬ 
proach is uttered by the flirangers, in the heat of paflion, the rafcally Muffulmans make 
a great noife, under pretence that their religion is abufed, and threaten to complain to 
the magiftrates. Several Europeans have been obliged to pay confiderable fums by thefe 
arts of knaves who had previoufly cheated them. 
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Of ARABIA IN GENERAL, 

Chap* LIX, — Concerning the De/cripfim of Jr/iBia*, 

MAN, even in fociety, where civizilation has been carried perhaps to excels, where 
art extinguilhes or difguifes the fentimaats of nature, never forgets his original defti- 
nation. He is ftill fond even of the very fliadow of that liberty, independence, and 
fimplicity, which he has loft by refinement, although they are fo congenial to his 
exiftence* He is charmed to meet with thefe again, even in die' illufions of paftoral 
poetry* 

We are no lefs fond of tracing thefe native features of the human mind, where they 
are to be difcovered in the records of remote ages, in which the natural manners of man-^ 
kind appear undifguifed by aifeftation, and not yet altered by the progrefs of arts or 
policy. Even without adverting to the caufes of the pleafure which we feel, we are 
always pleafed to find fonie faint traces even of our natural and primary rights, and of 
the happinefs to which we were originally deftined. 

If any people in the world afford in their hiftory an inftance of high antiquity, and 
of great fimplicity of maimers, the Arabs furely do* Coming among them, one can 
hardly help fancying one's felf fuddenly carried backwards to the ages which fucceeded 
immediately after the flood. We are here tempted to imagine ourfeives among the 
old patriarchs, with whofe adventures we have been fo much amufed in our infant days. 
The language,which has been fpoken for time immemorial, and which fo nearly refembles 
that which we have been accuftomed to regard as of the moft diftant antiquity, completes 
the illufion which the analogy of manners began. 

The country in which this nation inhabit, affords many objeSs of curiofity, no lefs 
fingular and intereffing. Interfeifed by fandy defarts, and vaft ranges of mountains, 
it prefents on one fide nothing but defoktion in its moft frightful form, while the other 
is adorned with all the beauties of the moft fertile regions. Such is its pofition, that 
rt enjoys, at once, all the advantges of hot and of temperate climates. The peculiar 
produflioDs of regions, the moft diftant from one another, are produced here in equal 
perfeftion. Having never been conquered, Arabia has fcarcely known any changes, 
but thofe produced by the hand of nature y it bears none of the impreflions of human 
fury, which appear in fo many other places. 

With all thefe circuniftances, fo naturally calculated to engage curiofity, Arabia has- 
been hitherto but very little known. The ancients, who made thdr difcoyeries ^ of 
countries, by conquering them, remained ignorant of the ftate and hiftory of a region 
into which their arms could never penetrate.' What Greek and Latin authors men-- 
tion concerning Arabia, proves, by its obfcurity, their ignorance of almoft every thing 
xefpeifting the Arabs. Prejudices relative to the inconveniences and dangers of 
travelling in Arabia, have hitherto kept the moderns in equal ignorance. I fliall have 
occafion to remark, that our beft books of geography abound with capital errors 
upon this head j as, for inftance, concerning the fubjeftion of the Arabs to the Turks 
and Perfians. # , 

For thefe reafons, I have refolved to give a more minute and circumftandal defcrip- 
tion of a country, and a people, which deferve to be better known than they are at 
prefent. In the courfe of the former part of my travels, I have mentioned in part 
what I faw myfelf, But, as during fo Ihort a ftay in Arabia, I had time to travel oyer 
only a few of tlie provinces of that wddely e^tqided country, 1 fought informatiom 
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*t;oncemmg the reft, from different honeft and intelligent Anabs, TJiis information I 
y/zs fuccefsful in obtaining among die men ol letters and the merchtUits j perfons 
in publiL olhces were more entirely engroffed with their own affairs, and generaliy of 
a more referved charafter. 

Ihis modeof ubtaping mj iiiformation appeared to carry wdth it feveral peculiar 
nm^antages; and it will be of no lei's utility, that I diftinguifli in this manner between 
what I obferved myJeif, and what I was informed of by others. The reader will thus 
be enabled to difeern between what I mention barely upon the authority of my own 
obfervation, and what I relate upon the concurrent evidence of many of the moft en¬ 
lightened perfoDs in the nation, I fhall find many more favourable opportunities of 
mtroducing ceiimn particulars which I could not otherwdfe have inferted In the account 
■or my travels, without interrupting too frequently the progrefs of the narrative. The 
reader wdll alfo be better entertained, when prefented with a fketch^ exhibiting the fea- 
tores no lefs of the country, than of the people inhabiting it. 

I fiipold have wifiied to add a brief compend of the hiftory of this fingular nation; 
but this I found impoffible. In the Eaft there are are no libraries, and no men of 
deep erudition, refoiirces wliich a traveller might find with great facility in Europe. 
Yet there are ancient Arabic hiftorians ; but the copies of their works are very rare, 
as I learned at iCahira and Mokha. It would be of confequence, how'^ever, to examine 
thofe authors, who are ftill unknown in Europe. The fearch, I am perfuaded, could 
hardly prove friiitlefs. Thofe works would throw new light on feveral epochs in the 
Jhiilory of ancient nations. 

Chap. LX. ^ Of the and ih^ Divs/tons f Arabia* 

AR^IA, properly fo called, is that great peninfula formed by the Arabic Gulph, 
the Indian Ocecin, and the Perfian Gulph. The ancients appear to have comprehended 
under the name ot Arabia, the whole traft lying between thofe feas, and a line drawn 
from tile point of the Perfian to that of the Arabic Gulph. This line, however, was 
not the real boundary of thecountry, but merely fancied fuch by ignorance. 

Whatever may be thought of the limits affigned to this country by the ancients, a 
iifuich wider extent muft, at any rate, be allowed to prefent Arabia. In confequence 
of the conquefts and fettlements of the Arabs in Syria and Paleftine, the defarts of 
thefe countries are now to be regarded as part of Arabia, which may thus be con- 
fxdered as being bounded on one fide by the river Euphrates, and on the other by 
the ifthmus of Suez. 

Yet, we are not to confider all thofe countries in which this people have ever made 
conquefts, or eftabliOied colonies, as forming a part of Arabia. Of all nations, the 
Arabs have fpread far theft over the world; and in all their wanderings, they have, 
better than any other nation, preferved their language, manners, and peculiar cuftoms. 
From eaft to weft, from the banks of the Senegal to the Indus, are colonies of Arabs 
to be met with ; and between north and fouth, they are fc^ittered from Euphrates to 
the ifland of Madagafcai'. The Tartar hordes have not occupied fo wide an extent 
of the globe. ^ 

T. he Senegal in Africa is known to feparate the negroes from thofe people who are 
only diftinguifiied by a dark complexioni On its bank are fome tribes of wandering 
Arabs, who live in tents. The mountamdus parts of Morocco, and the republics of 
Barbary, contain many other tribes of the fame nation, who, it fhould feem, Ipread 
through Africa in the progrefs of the conquefts of the Caliphs, Thofe tribes are all 
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gOYcrned by chiefs of liieir own ; they fpeak. Arabic, and in their manners refembie 
the reft of the Arabian nation. They are to be regarded ratlier as allies than 
fubjefts of the governments of the difierent countries in which they have eftabliflted 
themfelves. 

On the eaftern coaft of Africa, the Arabs have fpread themfelves as far as Mofam- 
bique. At leaft, the fovereigns of feveral kingdoms upon that coaft were anciently 
Arabs. The fame nation made themfelves likewife mafters of the illes or Comorrai 
and of part of the ifle of Madagafcar, in which Arab colonies ftill remain. 

As I could learn nothing very particular concerning the Arab tribes, difperfed through 
Afi'ka, I ftiall not pretend to fpeak of them j nor do 1 need to fay any thing more of 
the Egyptian Arabs, after what I have already mentioned concerning them, in the account 
of my travels in that country. 

I fiiall likewife pafs on, without noticing the pretended Arabian colonies in Habbefch, 
or examining the opinion, which reprefents the Abylfinians as originally iprung from 
the inhabitants of Arabia. This notion, which has been advanced by fome learned 
men, depends on probabilities fo fiender and fo uncertain^ that to enter into a particular 
difeuflion of them, would be taking more pains about them than they are TSforth. 

But I cannot pafs, in equal filence, over the more coufiderabie colonies, which, 
although they are alfo fettled without the limits of Arabia, are, however, nearer to it. I 
mean the Arabs upon the fouthern coaft of Perfia, who are commonly in alliance with, 
and Ibnietimes fubjefl: to, the neighbouring Schiechs. A variety of circumftances 
concur to indicate, that thefe tribes were fettled along the Perlian Gulph, before the 
conquefts of the Caliphs, and have ever preferved their independence. It is ridiculous 
in our geographers, to reprefent a pa,rt of Arabia as fubjefit to the Kings of Perfia ; 
W'hen, fo far from this, the Perfian monarchs have never been mafters of the fea 
coaft of their own dominions, but have patiently fuffored it to remain in the poffeflionof 
the Arabians. 

In order to proceed upon the moft natural plan in the geographical delineation of 
this country, I ftiall follow that divifion of Arabia which is in ufe among tlie inhabit¬ 
ants. They divide their country into fix great provinces; Hedjas, lying along the 
Arabic Gulph, between Mount Sinai and Yemen, and extending inland fo far back 
as to the confines of Nedsjed: Yemen, a province ftretching from the border of 
Hedjas, along the Arabic Gulph and the Indian Ocean, to Hadramaut, and bounded 
on the north by Nedsjed; Hadramaut, on the Indian Ocean, conterminous with 
Yemen on one fide, and witli Oman on the other, bounded northwards by Nedsjed ; 
Oman, lying alfo on the fliore of the Indian Ocean, and encompaffed by the provinces 
of Hadramaut, Lachfa, and Nedged; Lachfa, or Hadzjar, extending along the 
Perfian Gulph, and having I'fedsjed for its interior boundary j Nedsjed, comprehend¬ 
ing all the interior country, and bounded by the other five provinces; its northern 
limits are the territories occupied by the Arabs in the defart of Syria. Thefe terri¬ 
tories may indeed he reckoned a feventh province ; and to them may alfo be added 
the defeription of the Arabian eftablifliments on the fouthern coaft of Perfia, 

The two provinces of Yemen and Hadramaut were formerly known by the name 
of Arabia the Happy. But, as no fiich name is ufed i^ong the' Arabs, I have not 
thought of attending to this arbitrary divifion of the country. ' ' 
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Chap. LXf. — Of the Revolutiom of Arabia. 

ALL^ that is known concerning the earlieft period of the hlftory of this country, 
is, that it was governed in thofe days by potent inonarchs, called 'I’obba- This is 
thought to have been a tide common to all thofe Princes, as the name of Pharaoh was 
to the ancient Sovereigns of Egypt. 

There cxi/ts, however, a pretty diftinft tradition among the learned Arabs, with 
refpeO: to thofe ancient Kings, which deferves to be taken notice of. They pretend 
to know, from ancient monuments, that lobba was the hunily name of thofe 
Sovereigns; that they came from the neighbourhood ofSamarcand ; were worfliipptrs 
of fire; and conquered and civilized Arabia. This tradition accords with the 
plaufible hypothecs of an ingenious writer, who derives the knowledge and civiliza¬ 
tion of the people of the fouth, from a nation who once ilourilhed in that part of 
Tartary in which Samarcand is lituate. 

One thing I had occafit n to obferve myfelf, which feems to me to make in favour 
of the fame hypothefis. A Dutch renegado, who had travelled feveral times over 
Arabia, Ihewed me, at Mokha, a copy of an infeription, in ftrange and unknown 
charafters, which he had found in a province remote from the fea coaft. I was then 
in ill health, and neglefted to copy it. But the uncommon form of the characters, 
which confifted entirely of ftraight lines, made fuch an irapreffion upon my memory, 
that, on my return, I diftinguiflied the inferiptions at Perfepolis to be in the feme 
alphabet. A tradition prevails through Perfia, that the conqueror who founded Perfe¬ 
polis was originally from the vicinity of Samarcand ; fo that both the Arabians and 
the Perlians would appear to have had Sovereigns from the fame nation, who fpoke 
the fame language, or at ieall: employed the fame characters in writing. 

Whatever may have been the origin of thofe conquerors, many circumftances con¬ 
cur to prove, that, in remote times, the Arabians acted an important part on the theatre 
of human affairs; although the memory of the revolutions which took place among 
them has not been handed down to polterity. There can be no doubt of their having 
conquered Egypt at a time previous to the commencement of Grecian hillory. What 
Greek hiftorians fay of the fhepherd-kings of Egypt, can be referred to none but the 
Arabs. The famous republic of robbers muff undoubtedly have been a tribe of this 
nation, who, after the expulfion of their countrymen, maintained themfelves for feveral 
ages in a diftrid in Lower Egypt. 

It is certain that moft of the nations fo frequently mentioned in the hlftory of the 
Jews, muff; have been Arab tribes, who went often to war with thofe turbulent neigh¬ 
bours, and fometimes fubdued them. It may even be conjectured, that the Jews 
themfelves were originally Arabs, defeended from fome bnmch of thofe far Ipread 
tribes. 

Thofe events, in the fate of this nation, which took place in the time of the Perfians, 
Greeks, Romans, and Parthians, are all unknown to us; except fome faint and unfuc- 
cefsful attempts which thefe conquerors made to reduce the Arabians under fubje£Hon. 
They fucceeded only againft ^few tribes, fettled in the cities on the Arabic Gulf, or in. 
the vicinity of Syria j and even here ,their power was extremely tranfient. 

Arabia feems to have been a rich and powerful country in the time of the ancient 
Egyptians, The averffon of thefe laft for the fea, left to the Arabs the whole com¬ 
merce with India by the Arabic Gulf. That trade, when once brought within this 
channel, continued to flow through it, under the Ptolemies, the Romans, the Greek 
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Emperors, and the Caliphs of Egypt, But the difcovery of a new line of cominunica* 
tion with India, deprived Arabia of the advantages of this traffic, and produced the rapid 
decline of many flourifhing cities* 

It nuift have been during the more fplendid ages of the exiftence of this nation, that 
tlie Hamjare Kings reigned over a great pait of Arabia* The hiflory of thofe 
Princes is fo involved in obfcurity, that we ai^e ignorant even of their origin, and know 
not to what nation tliey properly belonged. But they were probably indigenous. 

Neither do we know in wliat period to place the Abyffinian invafion, of which fome 
authors fpeak. That people mutt have attacked the Arabs, on purpofe to convert them 
to Chriftianity. It is even pretended that, after fubduinga part of Arabia, they accom- 
pliihed the purpofe of their enterprife, and a great part of the Arabs became Chriftians- 
But the circmnftances of this event are fo vague, and have fo fabulous an air, that we 
will be in the right to doubt if it ever took place or at lead, if it was produced by the 
caufes to which it has been afcribed. 

A revolution, of the reality of which we are more certain,, and which involved in it 
more important confequences, was that which Mahomet effefted in the religion and 
the political ftate of his country. This fortunate ufurper, with the arms of his country¬ 
men, Ipread his conquefts over diftant regions. His fucceffors, for a while, profecuted 
the career of conquell with the fame fuccefs. But neither he, nor the Caliphs, could 
ever entirely fubdue their own nation. Many chiefs in the interior parts of the country, 
ftill maintained their independence, without refpe£Bng the Caliph in any other light 
than as the head of their religion. The authority of the Caliphs was merely fpiritual, 
except in their dominions over a part of the coaft, where they were acknowledged as 
Sovereigns, 

After the ruin of the power of the Caliphate by the T urks, Arabia ihook off the 
yoke to which it had been in part fubjefted, and came to be governed, as formerly, 
by a number of chiefs, more or lefs powerful, defcended from different indigenous 
femilies. 

No neighbouring power ever attempted to fubdue this country, till tlie Porttiguefe 
penetrated to India, and made their appearance in the Red Sea, Then, in tlie beginning 
of the fixteenth century, Sultan El Gury, defirous to rid himfelf of thofe new comers, 
whom he viewed as dangerous, fitted out a fleet to expel the Portuguefe. That fleet, 
availing themfelves of the opportunity, feized alniofb all the fea-port towns of Arabia, 
But, when the dynafty of the Mamalukes was terminated by the Turks, thefe cities fell 
again into the hands of their natural Sovereigns, 

The Turks continued the war with the Portuguefe, in order to fecure Egypt, their 
new conqueft, Soliman Pacha, at the head of a powerful fleet, after the example of the 
Jaft Sultan of the Mamaliikes, feized all the towns upon the Arabic Gulf. His fucceffors 
puflied their conquefts ftill farther, and fubdued great part of Yemen, penetrating back¬ 
wards to the lughiands; fo that Arabia became ^moft entirely a province of the Sultan 
of Conftantinople, and was governed by Pachas, like the otiier provinces of the 
Ottoman empire. 

In the interior parts, however, there ftill were independent Princes and Scliiechs, 
who had never been fubdued, but continued to harafsjhe Turks, and to drive them 
towards the coafts. After various reiterated eftbrts, a rrince of the family now reign¬ 
ing at Sana, at length fucceeded, about the middle of the laft century, obliged 
the Turkifti nation to evacuate all the places upon tlie Arabian coaft, which they had 
occupied for more than a century. The Turks now pofTefs nothing in this country 
but a precarious authority in the city of Jidda: And it is therefore abfurd to reckon 
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Arabia among tlie Ottoman provinees, fiiice it is properly to be confidered as inde. 
pendent of all foreign powers. 

A people, V'bo like the Arabs, havefo long detached themfelves from the reft of the 
world, ca^ot undergo very important revolutions, that may deferve to be comme- 
morated in liiftory. Ihe events which rake place among them, are only petty wars 
gild trilling coiiqueHs, worthy of their poor chiefs, and narrow divifions of territory. I 
fliall not notice die?li, therefore, unlefs wh'en in the defcripiion of any province, "fonie 
event conies into view, that is remarkable either for it.) fingularity, or for its influence 
upon tbe alfaira of otiiei- nations. 

Chap. LXIL — Oj"the Gvoernment sf the Arabs. 

THE inoft natural authority is that of a hither over his family, as obedience is here 
founded upon the opinion of benevolence in the rukr. When the mournful furvivors 
of the human race fettled rliemfelves anew, after the awful revolution by which the globe 
was lor a time divefied of its beauty, and depopidated; every family fubniitted readily to 
the guidance and direction of him to whom they owed their exiftence. 

As thofe families multiplied, the younger branches ftill retained fome refpeef for the 
eldeft branch. Of all the progeny, it was efteemed the neareft to the parent ftem. And, 
although the fubdivilions became more and more numerous, they ftiil Tcgarded theiii- 
felves as compofmg but one body, in remembrance of their common origin. Such an 
afleinblage of families, all fprung from the fame ftock, forms what we call a tribe. It 
was, ill this manner, eafy for tlie reprefentative of the eldeft branch to retain fomewhat 
of the primary paternal authority over tbe whole tribe to which he belonged. 

Sometimes, when a family became too numerous, it divided from the reft with which 
it was connected, and formed a new tribe. Upon other occafioiis, when feveral tribes 
found themfelves feparately too weak to refift a common enemy, they would combine, 
and acknowledge one common chief. And fometimes it would happen, that a numerous 
tribe might force fome others that were weaker, to unite themfelves to, and be¬ 
come dependent upon it; but feldom has ,tliis dependence degenerated into flavifh 
fubjeftion. 

This primitive form of government, which has ever fubfifted without alteration among 
the Arabs, proves the antiquity of this people, and renders their prefent ftate more inte- 
refting than it would otlierwife be. Among tbe Bedouins it is preferved in all its purity. 
In other parts of Arabia it has fuffered fome changes, but yet is not materially altered. 
I Ihalihave occafion to take notice of thefe, luch as they are, when I come to deferibe 
each particular province by itfelf. Eor the prefent, I fliall content myfelf with making 
fome general refle6:ions upon the fpirit of the Arabian government. 

The Bedouins, or palloral Arabs, who live in tents, have many Schiechs, each of whom 
governs his family with power ahiioft abfolute. All the Schiechs, however, who belong 
to the fame tribe, acknowledge a common chief, who is called Schech es Scheuch, 
Schiech of Schiechs, or Schech el Kbir, and whofe authority is limited by cuftom. The 
dignity of Grand Schiech is hereditary in a certain family; but the inferior Schiechs, 
upon the death of a Grand Schiech, clioofe the fucceflbr out of his family, without regard 
to age or lineal fucceftion, or ^ly other conlideration, except fuperiority of abilities. 
This right of eieftion, with their other privileges, obliges the Grand Schiech to treat the 
inferior Schiechs rather as affociates than as fubjefls, fliaring with them his fovereign 
authority. The fpirit of liberty, with which fhis warlike nation are animated, renders 
them incapable of fenaUide, 
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This fpirit is lefs fenfibly felt amoiig thofe who live in towns, or are employed in 
ha^band^)^ It was ealier to reduce them under fubjection^ In the fertile diftriSs of 
this country, there have always been monarchies, more or lefs extenfive, formed, either 
by conqueft, or by religious prejudices. Such are the prefent dominions of the Sher- 
ride of Mecca, of the Imams of Sana and Mafkat, and of feme princes in the province of 
Hadramaut. However, as thefe countries are interfered by large ranges of mountains, 
the momicains are occupied by independent Schiechs, 

But, although fo many independent chieftains have their domains interfperfed through 
the territories of thofe feveral Ibvereigns, yet nothing of the feudal form of government 
appears here. The Schiechs poflefs no fiefs ; they have only a fort of property in the 
perfons of the people of their feveral p'ibes. Even thofe who feem to be tributary 
iubjedts to the princes within whofe dominions they dwell, are not actually fo. They 
remain independent ; and the tribute which they pay is nothing but a tithe for the ufa 
of the land of which they are in feme fort fanners. Such are the Schiechs lettled in 
Syria, Egypt, and over all Mount Atlas. 

A nation of this charafter cannot readily fmk into a fervile fubjeclion to arbitrary 
poW'er. Defpotilm would never have been known, even in the flightelt degree, in 
Arabia, had it not been for theocracy, the ufuai fource of it. The Imams being reputed 
fucceflbrs of Maliomet, and his defeendants, and being acknowledged both as temporal 
and fpiritual heads within their dominions, have thusJbund means to abufe the fimpli- 
city of their fubjefits, and to enlarge their authority. ISTeverthelefs, the genius of the 
people, their ciiltoms, and even their religion, are all mimical to the progrefe of def- 
pDtifm, and concur to check the Imams in the exercife of their power. 

The idea of forming republican governments feems never to have occurred to the 
Arabians. This form is not a necefiary confequence of the primitive condition of man¬ 
kind. It mufi have originated among people,' whofe padence was exhaufted by 
the outrages of arbitrary power ; or fometmies, perhaps, from the fortuitous concourfe 
of perfons not conneiled by the ties of family relation. The united ftates of Hafehidu 
Bekil are not fo much a federadve republic, as an aflbeiarion of feveral petty priaices, 
for the purpofe of mutual defence againfl their common enemies. Their government 
refembles that of the German empire, not the States of Switzerland, or the United 
Provinces. Concerning the pretended republic of Brava, upon the eaftern coaft of 
Africa, little certain is known. There is ground for thinking that it likewife is merely 
a confederation among the Arabian Schiechs in that country. 

The colony of Jews, who occupy a diflrift in the province of Hedjas, are governed 
by a hereditary independent Schiech, Having been for ages divided from their country¬ 
men, they have adopted that form of government which they fiiw prevalent among their 
iiiimediate neighbours. 

This muldplicity of petty' fovereigns occafions feveral inconveniences to the people in 
general. Wars cannot but frequently arife among ftates whofe territories are fo inter¬ 
mingled together, and whofe fovereigns have fudi a variety of jarring interefts to 
manage. But, happily^ thefe quarrels are fcarcely ever produdive of very fatal con- 
fequences. An army of a thoifand Arabs will take to flight, and think themfelves 
routed, if they lofe but feven or eight of their number,^ Thus, are thefe contefis termi* 
nated as eafily as excited. 

No doubt fuch a multitude of nobles and petty princes, whofe numbers are continually 
increafed by polygamy, muft have an unfavourable influence upon the general happinds 
of the people. It flrikes one with furprife, to fee the Arabs, in a country fo rich and 
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fertile, uncomfortably lodged, indifferently fed, ill clothed, and deflitute of alinofi; all 
the conveniences of life. But the caufes fully account for the eflfefts. 

The poverty of the wandering Arabs is plainly voluntary. They prefer liberty to 
wealth, paftoral fimplicity to a life of conftraint and toil, which might procure them a 
greater variety of gratifications. Thofe living in cities, or employed in the cultivation 
of the land, are kept in poverty, by the exorbitancy of the taSes exafted from them. The 
whole fubftance of the people is confumed in the fupport of their numerous princes and 
priefts. The inftance of the territory of Zebid, which I adduced in my account of that 
city, fliews that the hufbandman cannot bear fuch exceflive impofts without being re¬ 
duced to mifery. 

One general caufe of the impoverifhment of Arabia is, no doubt, its having ceafed to 
be the channel of the trade with India, fince the dil'covery of the pafl'age by the Cape of 
Good Hope. Yet, if the lands were better cultivated, this country might, without the 
aid of foreign trade, afford fufficient refources to fupply all its inhabitants with abun¬ 
dance of the neceffaries and common conveniences of life. 

OF THE PROVINCE OF HEDJAS. 

Chap. LXIII. — Of the general Appearance of this Province, and of feme ^ the Towns 

in it. 

HEDJAS is bounded on the eaft fide by Nejed ; on the north by the defart of 
Sinai; on the fouth by Yemen; and on the weft by the Arabic Gulf, ^ Its interior 
limits I cannot pretend to know diftinftly, having feen only the fea coaft: whatever I 
may mention concerning the other parts, is entirely from hearfay. 

By what I have heard, this diftrift bears an entire refemblance to Yemen. From the 
fea fliore, a plain, varying in breadth, ftretches backwards to the bottom of a chain of 
mountains, running in a direftion parallel to the Red Sea. This plain, like Tehama, 
is entirely fandy and barren, with the exception only of the openings of the valleys, 
which may be watered by torrents from the mountains. 

The highlands of Hedjas produce abundance of fruits, and other commodities of 
various kinds : Yeti have not heard coffee mentioned among theiy produftions. Balm 
of Mecca comes from thofe lofty regions, and chiefly from the extenfive mountain of 
Safra, which is a three days journey diftant from the Arabic Gulf. 

This barren plain cannot be populous. I have mentioned already, that I could fee no 
towns or villages in my pafl'age from Suez to Loheia. I have defcribed Jambo, 
Jidda, and Ghunfude, the only towns or harbours on all this extenfive coaft. 
The other villages, that may be thinly fcattered here and there, are too few and too 
paltry to merit notice. 

In the interior parts of this country, I could difcover no confiderable city, except Taaif, 
fituate upon a lofty mountain, in fo agreeable a country, that the Arabs compare its 
environs to thofe of Damafcus and Sana. This city fupplies Jidda and Mecca with ex¬ 
cellent fruits, particularly raifms, and carries on a confiderable trade in almonds, which 
grow in great plenty in its territories. 

There are fome towns, of no great confequence, belonging to the Schiechof the tribe 
of Harb. I was alfo told of a charming valley, called Wadi Fatima, between Mecca and 
Medina, which Mahomet gave for dowry to his favourite daughter Fatima, and whjch is 
prefently poffeffed by the Dani Barkad, a younger branch of the reigning family of 
Mecca, and confequently defcendants from that princefs. 

The 
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The curio/ities of Mecca and Medina, the two capitals of Hedjas, are fo numerous, 
tliat each of theie cities niufl: be confidered in a chapter by itfelf. ’ 

Chap. LXIV. — Of the Power of the Turks in Hedjas. 

U'HE grand fignior ftyles himfelf fovereign of Hedjas; and our geographers, upon 
the faith of that empty title, reprefent this part of Arabia as a province of the Turfcifh 
empire. But, the authority of the Sultan is here nothing but a mere ihadow, which 
the Arabs would long fmce have annihilated, if they had not found their intereft in 
preferving it. 

Notwithftanding the lofty pretenfions of the grand fignior, his power in Arabia con- 
fifts folely in a few flender prerogatives. He fends yearly caravans to Mecca, with 
troops to proted them, that are often obliged to make their way by force of arms. 
Like any other powerful fovereign, when he choofes to opprefs a weak neighbour, he 
can depofe the reigning Sherriffe, and exalt another, while his caravan lords it at 
Mecca. He lends a Pacha to Jidda, who lhares the government of this city with the 
Sheriffe, but who dares neither go to the feat of his government, nor return from it, 
unlefs when he can be protefted by the great caravan. Laftly, the Arabs fuffer the 
Turkilh fovereign to maintain, for the fecurity of the pilgrims, and in order to guard 
the wells, a few janizaries, cooped up in feme wretched towers. 

The revenues which he draws from this pretended province are proportionate to his 
power in it. Th'e Sultan divides with the Sherriffe the duties paid at the cuftom-houHe 
of Jidda. But, the revenue thus obtained, is not fufEcient to defray the expences of 
the Pacha’s houfehold. A Turk, therefore, thinks himfelf difgraced when nominated 
to this fine government, and is unhappy till he be recalled. 

If the Arabs did not receive, every year, large fums of money, and other advantages 
of ail forts ifrom the Sultan, they would long fince have expelled this handful of Turks 
from tlieir country. The Sultan allows large penfions to all the Sherriffes, and to the 
principal nobility of Hedjas, as guardians of the facred family. With thefe penfions, 
and the freight of four or five large veflels, which he fends every year to Jidda, laden 
with provifiohs, he fupports almoft all the inhabitants of Mecca and Medina, During 
the whole time, while the pilgrims remain in the city of Mecca, as much water as two 
thoufand camels can bear is daily dillributed gratis; not to fpeak of the vaft num- 
ber of prefems with which he adorns the Kaba, and gratifies the defeendants of 
Mahomet. 

The principal Arabs likewife gain by the many pious foundations eftablilhed by the 
Sultans, or by opulent private perfons among the Turks, at different holy places. 
Through all the cities of the Ottoman empire are kans, baths, and houfes belonging 
to the Kaba. Some perfons, to fecure their property, after their deceafe, from the 
rapacity of defpotifm, bequeath it, failing their owm fiimily, to the mofque at Mecca. 
The revenues of this mofque, and of the Kaba, are Ihared between the Sherriffe and 
the chief nobility of Hedjas. Thefe Arabs would therefore endanger their income, if 
they offered to break oft an apparent dependence, which flatters the Sultan’s vanity, 
without affeSing their liberty. 

The Sultan no longer commands refpeft upon the Arabic Gulf, Poffefling only 
a precarious authority over Egypt, and having but a poor navy, he cannot hinder the 
Arabs from plundering Turkifh fhips, whenever thefe approach fo near to the Ihores 
as to fall into their hands, nor yet punilh fuch a£l:s of infolent piracy. 
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Chap. LXV. —Of the Sherriffe of Mecca. 

SHERRIFFE, as 1 have already had occafion to remark, is rlie title of the defeend- 
ants of Mahomet by Haflan ibn Ali. Although this branch of the pollerity of Maho¬ 
met have never attained to the dignities of Galiph or Imam, they, however, appear to 
have always enjoyed the fovereignty over moft of the cities in Hedjas. 

The defeendants ofHafTan ibn Ali are now divided into feveral branches, of which 
the fiimiiy of Ali Bunemi, confifting at leaft of three hmidred individuals, enjoy the foie 
right to the throne of Mecca. The Ali Bunemi are, again, fubdivided into two fubor- 
dinate branches, Darii Sajid, and Darn Barkad; of whom foinetiines the one, fome- 
times the other, have given fovereigns to Mecca and Medina, when thefe were feparate 
llat^. 

Not only is the Turkifli Siilian indifferent about the order of fuccefiion in his femily, 
but he feeras even to foment the dHTentions which arife among them, and favours the 
ftrongeft, merely that he may weaken them all. As the order of fucceffion is not 
determinately fixed, and the Sherriffes may all afpire alike to the fovereign power, this 
uncertainty of right, aided by the intrigues of the Turkilli officers, occafions frequent 
revolutions. The grand Sherriffe is feldom able to maintain himfelf on the throne; 
and it ftill feldomer happens that his reign is not difturbed by the revolt of Ids nearefl 
telations. There have been inftances of a nephew fucceeding his uncle, an uncle liic- 
ceeding his nephew; and fometimes of a perfon, from a remote brarifch, coming in the 
room of the reigning prince of the ancient houfe. 

When I was in Arabia, in 1763, the reigning Sherriffe Mefad had fitten fourteen 
years on the throne, and during all that period, had been continually at war with tlie 
neighbouring Arabs, and wuth his own nearefi: relations fometimes. A few j^ears before, 
the Pacha of Syria had depofed him, and raffed his younger brother to the fovereign 
dignity in his Head. But, after the departure of the caravan, Jafar, the new 
Sherriffe, not being able to maintain himfelf on the throne, was obliged to refign the 
fovereignty again to Mefad. Achmet, the fecond brother of the Sherriffe, who was 
much beloved by the Arabs, threatened to attack Mecca while we were at Jidda. We 
were foon after informed of the tenninatioii of the quarrel, and of Achmet’s return to 
Mecca, where he continued to live peaceably in a private charafter, 

Thefe examples Ihew, that the Muffulmans obferve not the law which forbids them 
to bear arms againft their holy places. An Egyptian Bey even prefuraed, a few years 
fmee, to plant fome fmall cannons within the compafs of the Kaba, upon a fmali tower, 
from which he fired over that facred manfion, upon the palace of Sherriffe Mefad, with 
whom he was at variance. 

The dominions of the Sherriffe comprehend the cities of Mecca, Medina, Jambo, 
Taaif, Sadie, Ghunfude, Elali, and thirteen others lefs confiderable, all fituate in Hedjas. 
Near Taaif is the lofty mountain of Gazvan, which, according to Arabian authors, is 
covered with fnow and froll in the rnidU; of fummer. As thefe dominions are neither 
opulent nor extenfive, the revenue of their Sovereign cannot be confiderable. 

He finds a rich refource, however, on the impofts levied on pilgrims, and in the 
gratuities offered him by Muffulman nionarchs. Every pilgrim p.ays a tax of from ten 
to an hundred crowns, in proportion to his ability. The great Mogul remits annually 
.fixty tlioufand roupees to the Sherriffe, by an allignnient upon the government of Surat. 
Indeed, fince the Englifli made themfelves mailers of this city, and the territory 
belonging to it, the Nabob of Surat has no longer been able to pay the fum. The 
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Sherriffe once demanded it of the Englifh, as the pofleflbrs of Surat; and, tl!! they 
ihoiild fatisfy him, forbade their captains to leave the port of Jidda. But the Engfifii 
difregarding this prohibition, the Sherriife complained to the Ottoman Porte, and tliey 
communicated his complaints to the Englifli anibaffador. He at the fame time opened 
a negociation with the nominal Nabob, who relides in Surat. But tlid’e fteps proved 
all fruitlefs ; and the Sovereign of Mecca feems not likely to be ever more benefited by 
the contribution from India, 

The power of the Slierriffe extends not to liriritual matters. Thefe are entirely 
managed by the heads of the clergy, of dift’erent fefts, who are refident at Mecca. 
Rigid Mulhilmans, fucli as the Turks, are not very favourable in their fentiments of 
the Sherriffes, but fufpe£t their orthodoxy, and look upon them as fecretly attached to 
the tolerant feft of the Zeidi. 

Ch ap. LXVI. — Of the City of Mecca, 

THIS city is fituate in a dry and barren traft of country, a full day's journey from 
Jidda. A few leagues beyond it, nearer the highlands, however, abundance of excel¬ 
lent fruits is to be found. In the fummer months, the heat is exceffive at Mecca j and 
to avoid and moderate it as much as poflible, the inhabitants carefully fliut their win¬ 
dows and water the ftreets. There have been inllances of perfons fuffocated in the 
middle of the ftreets by the burning wind called Sanioum qr Samiel. 

As a great palrt of the firft nobility in Hedjas live at Mecca, the buildings are better 
here than in any other city in Arabia. Among its elegant edifices the raoft remarkable 
is the famous Kaba, or houfe of God, which was held in high veneration by the Arabians, 
even before the days of Mahomet. 

My curiolity would have led me to fee this facred and lingular ftruclure ; but no 
Chriftfan dares enter Mecca. Not that there is any fuch exprefs prohibition in the 
laws of Mahomet, or that liberal minded Mahometans could be offended; but the 
prejudices of the people in general, with refpefl to die fanftity of the place, make them 
think that it wmuld be profaned by^ the feet of infidel Chriftians, They even perfuade 
themfelves, that Chriftians are rettrained from approaching it by a fupematural power. 
They tell of an infidel, who audacioufly advanced within fight of Mecca, but was there 
attacked by all the dogs of the city, and was fo ftruck with the miracle, and tvith the 
auguft afpefl: of the Kaba, that he immediately became Mufliilnian. 

There is therefore ground for the prefumption, that all the Chriftians of Europe, 
who deferibe Mecca as eye witnefles, have been renegacloes who have efcaped from 
T’urkey. A recent example confirms this fufpicion. Upon a promife of being fuffered 
to adhere to his religion, a French furgeon was prevailed with to attend the Emir Hadgi 
to Mecca, in the quality of his phyfician. But he had not proceeded far, when he was 
forced to fubmit to circumcifion, and then fuffered to continue his journey. 

Although the Maliometans permit not Europeans to vilit Mecca, they make no dif¬ 
ficulty of deferibing the Kaba to them, I even obtained at Kahira a drawing of that 
holy place, which I had afterwards an opportunity of correfting, from another draught 
by a I'lirkifti painter. This painter gained his livelihood by making fuch draughts of 
the Kaba, and felling them to pilgrims. 

To judge from thofe defigns, and from the relations of many Mufliilmaiis of fuf- 
ficient veracity, the Kaba muft be an awkward ftiapelefs building ■; a fort of fquare tower 
it is, covered on die top with a piece of black gold embroidered filk Huff. This ftuff 
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is wroiight at Kahirn, and changed eveiy year at the expence of the Turkifii Sultan* 
The gutters upon this building are of pure gold. 

AVtiat fcElns to be iiiofl magnificent about this facred edifice, is the arcades around, 
the fquare in which the Kaba Hands. They fpeak, in terms of high admiration, of a 
vail number of lamps and candlefiicks of gold and filver, with which thofc arcades 
are illuminated. However, even by thefe accounts, in which the truth is apparently 
exaggerated, the riches of the Kaba are far from equal in value to what is difplayed in 
Jbme Catholic churches in Europe. 

In the Kaba is p. - dcularly one fmgular relic, which is regarded with extreme vene¬ 
ration. This is the famous black Hone, faid to have been brought by the angel Gabriel 
in order to the confimaion of that edifice. The Hone, according to the account of 
the clergy, was at firH, of a bright white coKiur, fo as even to dazzle the eyes at the 
diftance of four days journey ; "but it wept fo long and fo abundantly for t he fins of 
mankind, that it became at length opaque, and at laH abfolutely black. This Hone, of 
fo compaffionate a charaaer, every Muflulnian muH kifs, or at leaH touch, every time 
be goes round the Kaba. Neidier the Hone of Abraham, nor that of Ifmael, receives the 
fame honours; pilgrims are not obliged either to vifit or to kifs them. 

The Arabs venerate the Kaba, as having been built by Abraham, and having been his 
houfe of prayer. Within the fame inclofure is the well of Zemzem, valued for the 
excellence of its water, and no lefs for its miraculous origin. Hagar, when banifiied by 
her maftcr, fet little Ifmael down here, while Hie fhould find fome waj^er to quench his 
tiiirH. Returning, after an unfuccefsful fearch, file was furprifed to fee a fpring 
burning up from the ground between the child’s legs. That fpring is the prefent well 
of Zeinzem. 

Another ornament of the Kaba, is a row of metal pillars furrounding it. Thefe pit- 
lars are joined by chains, on which bang a vafl number of filver lamps. The porticos 
or arcades above mentioned are defigned to proteft the pilgrims from the torrid heat of 
the day. They anfw^er Hkewife another purpofe; for the merchants, of whom great 
numbers accompany the caravans, expofe their wares for fale under thofe arcades. 

The Mahometans have fuch high ideas of the fandtity of Mecca, that they fuppofe it 
to extend even to the environs of the city. Its territoryr is reputed facred to a certain 
diHance round, which is indicated by marks fet for this purpofe. Every caravan find 
one of thofe marks on their way, which warns the pilgrims to put on the modeH garb 
which it becomes them to wear on that facred ground, 

Chap. LXVII. — Of the Pilgrimage of the Mujfulmans. 

EVERY Mufiulman, it is well known, is obliged, once in his life, to vifit Mecca, and 
perform adis of devotion in the facred places. If this law were Hridily obferved, the 
concourfe of pilgrims would be immenfe} nor could the city contain fuch crowds from 
every country in which tha Mahometan religion has been introduced. It may be 
prefumed, therefore, that none but fuch as are more than ordinarily devout difeharge 

this duty. _ ^ ^ 

Thofe, indeed, whofe. circuniftances do not admit of their undertaking fo diHant a 
journey, are allowed to hire a perfon to perform it for them. But a pilgrim, in this 
character, can adt for no more than one perfon at the fame time; and, to prevent 
impofture, he muft bring back a formal atteftation from an Imam in Mecca, bearing, 
that he has adtually performed the appointed devotional exercifes in the holy places, 

■ 2 ^ 


THAVELS m ARASIA, BY CARSTBN NIEBUHR. 


91 

in the name of fuch a perfon, liviiifr or dead; for, even after the death of a man, who, 
during bis life, neglefted the fulfilling of this point of the law, the duty may ftill bedif- 
charged in his name, and for his benefit. I have fometimes met with piforims by pro- 
feffion, who had been ill paid by their employers, and were obliged to afk aims. 

Few as the caravtms are, in proportion to the numbers of the Mufililmans, even thofe 
few are compofed, in great part, of peribns who go upon other motives than devotion j 
fuch as merchants, who think this the fafeil opportunity for the conveyance of their 
goods, and the mofl: favourable for the fale of them;—purveyors of all forts, who 
furnifli the pilgrims wdth neceSaries ; and foldiers, paid by the caravan for efcortiiig 
them. From this it happens, that many perfons have feen Mecca feveral times, with¬ 
out ever vifitingit upon any but views of inter eft. 

1 he moft confiderable of thefe caravans is that of Syria, commanded by the Pacha 
of Daniafcus. At a certain diftance from Mecca, it joins that from Egypt, which is 
the fecond in numbers, and is conduced by a Bey, who takes the title of Emir Hadgi, 
A third comes from Yemen; and a fourth, ftill fraaller in number, from the country of 
l..achfa. A few pilgrims come by the Red Sea, and from the Arabian fettlements on the 
coaft of Africa. The Perfiaiis join that which is from Bagdad, and is conducted by the 
Pacha. His poft is lucrative; for he fqueezes large fums from the Perlian heretics. 

When giving an account of what I faw on board our veflel, in the paffage between 
Suez and Jidda, I had occafion to fpeak of the Ihhrain, and of the place where pilgrims 
are obliged to aflume that garb of humility. I may add, that they mull: proceed with¬ 
out delay to Mecca, as foon as they arrive on the border of the facred territory.’ A 
Greek renegado, who had come in our company from Suez, was difpofed to reft for 
fome time at Jidda; but the reproaches which he found thrown out upon him, for fuch 
an inftance of indifference about the objeft of his journey, obliged him to fet off for 
Mecca fooner than was favourable to the ftateof his bufinefs in Jidda. 

Befides, it is truly advantageous to a pilgrim to hafte forward to the holy places. If 
he has not been prefent from the commencement, at the celebration of all the cere¬ 
monies, and perfonned every appointed aft of devotion, he cannot obtain the title of 
Hadgi; an honour much coveted by the Turks, becaufe it confersfubftantial privileges, 
and commands refpeft to thofe who bear it. The rarity of this title in Mahometan 
countries, is a proof how negligently the law enjoining pilgrimage is obferved. 

A finiilar cuftom prevails among the Chriftians in the eaft, who alfo make much ado 
about the title of Hadgi or Mokdafi, which they gave to pilgrims of their communion. 
In order to acquire this title, it is not enough for a perfon to go in pilgrimage to Jeru- 
falem ; he muff fpend the feafon of the paffover in that city, and aflift at all the 
ceremonies in the holy weeks. 

Chap. LXVIIL — Of the. City of Medina. 

ABOUT a day’s journey diftant from the port of Jambo ftands Medina, a city of 
moderate extent, furrounded with indifferent walls, and fitiiate in a faiidy plain. It be¬ 
longs to the Sherriffe of Mecca, but has of late been governed by a fovereign of its own, 
of the family of Darii Barkad. At this prefent time, the Sherriffe rules it by a Vizir, 
who rnuft be of the royal family. ^ 

Before the days of Mahomet, this city was called Jatlireb, But it was called Medinet 
en Nebbi, the City of the Prophet; from the period at which Mahomet, upon his 
expulfioii out of Mecca by the Koreifehites, took refuge here, and continued to make it 
the place of his refidence for the reft of his life, 
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The tomb of Mahomet at Medina is held in refpect by the Muffulraans ; but they arc 
not obliged to vifit it in order to the performance oi any devotional exercifes ; only, as 
the caravans from Syria necefl'aiily pafs near by Medina, m their return from Alecca, 
they turn afide to behold the Prophettomb, 

I alfo obtained fceiu Ji Turk a drawing of the niofc^ue in which tlie^ tomb ftancls* It 
is fituate in a corner of the great fquare; whereas the Kaba is in the middle of the fquare 
at Mecca. For fear that the people might fuperftirioufly ofier worihip to tbeafbesot 
the Prophet, the tomb is mclofed within iron rails, and is only to be ieen by looking 
through thefe- Itis of plain mafon-work, in the form of a chefl; and this is all the 
monument, I could never learn the ongln of the ridiculous ftory, 'vvhkli has been 
circulated in Europe, concerning vait magnets faid to fupport toe coffin of Malioniet m 

the air, ^ « r ^ £■ n 

This tomb is placed between two other tombs, in which reft theafliesoi the two nrit 

Caliphs. Although not more magnificent than the tombs of the founders of tnoft other 
mofques, the bmlding diat covers it is hung with a piece offilk ftuff-embroidered with 
gold, which is renewed every feven years by the Pacha of D^iniafcus. ^ 

This buiiding is guarded by forty eimuchs, chiefi^r for the fecurity of the treafure 
^vhich is faid to be kept in it. This ti'eafure confifts chiefly of precious ftoiies., the ofl'er- 
ings of rich Muffulmans. But there was evidently fuch a mixture of fabiein the account 
I received of it, that I knew not what to think. Several refpeaable Maliometans fenoufly 
aflured me, that the philofophcr^s ftone, or a large quantity of powder for converting 
ether metals into fine gold, was one of the moft valuable articles ot that treafure. An 
eminent Arabian merchant informed me, that the guard \yas ported for no other purpofe 
but to keep off the populace, wflio had begun to throw dirt upon the tomb, which they 
aftemards feraped off, and preferved as a fort of relic. 

Chap. LXIX. — Of the indepetidcnt Scldecbs^ Arab and Jewijb. 

THE highlands of Hedjas are poffeffed by a number of independent fovereign Schlechsi 
The moft powerful of thefe is the Schiech of the tribe of Harb, who can bring twa 
thoufand men into the field. He refides in the city of Makfehous; and his domains 
contain feveral cities, and a number of villages. 

During the months favourable for pafturage, the moft diftinguiflied perfons of this 
tribe Ih'fi in tents ; in the reft of the year, they inhabit the towns and villages. The 
lower clafs live, commonly through the whole year, in huts thatched with grafs. Tliis 
principality is fituate upon the mountains between Mecca and Medina. 

I could not learn either the names or the fitiiation of the territories of the other inde¬ 
pendent Scliiechs in this province. What I know is, that they all live with their fiibjefts 
in towns and villages, through the whole year, and have for their places of defence fome 
caftles built upon precipitous rocks. They fometimes join their neighbours to attack 
the I’urkifli caravans; but thefe never pals through their dominions. 

The cliief of the tribe of Harb is the perfon who chiefly haraffes the caravans, and 
lays them under contribution. Unlefs the Syrians and Egyptians pay the tribute he 
demands, for permiffion to ^afs through his territories, he mufters up an army of his 
own fubjefts and his neighbours, all of whom are very willing to pillage a caravan.^ 

The nloft remarkable, and tlie leaft Itnoivn of thofe highland commumties, is that 
which the .lews have formed upon the mountains Ijing to the north eaft of Medina. 
That traft of country is called Khelbar; and the Jews inhabiting it are known in Arabia 
by the name of Bepi Kheibar, They have independent Schiechs of their own, and are 
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divided into three tribes; Beni Miflead, Bent Schalian, Beni Anaefle- So odious are 
' they to the Mahometans, who accufe them of pillaging the caravans, that, in Syria, the 
greateft alFront which can be offered a man is to call Itim Beni Kheibar. Thofe robberies 
feem, however, to be mijuftly imputed to them. Some Mahometans, whom I could 
credit, aflored me, that the Jews indeed furnifiied auxiliaries to the Arab aimy, which 
had lately pillaged the caravan from Damafcus; but, that the authors of that enterprife 
were, the Schuech of the tribe of Harb in Hedjas, and he of the tribe of Anaelfe 
in Nejed. 

It does not appear that the Jews of Kheibar keep up any intercourfe with their brethren: 
who are difperfed over Alia. When I alked die Jews in Syria Goiicerning them, they 
told me, that thofe fiilfe brethren durft not claim their fellowfliip, &r that they did not 
obferve the law. The Beni Kheibar muft therefore be of the feft of the Karaites,, 
who are not numerous, and are much difperfed; and, by the other Jews, who are in 
general attached to the fefl: of the Pharifees, are ftill more detefted than the Chriliians 
or Mahometans. 

The name of Anaefle is not unlike Hanaffi, the name of a tribe of whom Benjamin 
de Tudela fpeaks as being his countrymen. It alfo has a confiderable fefemblance to 
Baruc Aiizab, a race of Jews who gave much trouble to Mahomet and the firfl: Caliphs. 
It fliould feem, therefore, that this branch of the Jewsmufl have fubfifted here for more- 
than twelve centuries. Barthema was the firft modern that made mention of this little 
Bate of independent Jews, in the neighbourhood of Medina. 

The circumftances of this fettlement have, perhaps, given rife to the fable of the Sab¬ 
batical River. Thefe Jews cannot accompany a caravan, becanfe their religion permits 
them not to travel on the Sabbath. Yet the country w-hich they inhabit is furrounded 
by fuch vaft and Tandy defarts, that, unlefs with a caravan, fo fequeftered a traQ: cannot 
be fafely either entered or left. 

OP YEMEN IN GENERAL. 

Chap. LXX. — Of the Boundaries and Siibdivifions of ITemen. 

THIS great province, comprehending the fineft and moft fertile part of Arabia, is 
furrounded by the Aiabic Gulph, and by the provinces of Hadramaut, Nejed, and 
Hedjas. 

Yemen is naturally divided into two parts, differing greatly in foil and climate. That 
bordering on the Arabic Gulph is a dry and fandy plain, nearly two days journey ih 
breadth, and is fcorched by the moft torrid heats. The other, extending immediately 
beyond this, is a high-lying country, full of precipitous, yet fertile hills, and enjoying a 
much more temperate air. But, thefe circumftances will fall properly within the na¬ 
tural hiftory of Arabia j and I am here peaking only of its political divifions. 

'■ Yemen is, like the reft of Arabia, parcelled out among a number of different fove- 
reigns in unequal portions. Some of them are princes of confiderable power ; but 
many are petty Schiechs, who are, however, perfeflly independent. 

The moft confiderable of thofe princes is the Imam, who refides at Sana. Having 
travelled through a part of Iiis dominions, and by confequence acquired particular 
knowledge of them, I lliall defcribe them in a feparate article, and the rather, as they 
extend through the greater part of Yemen. At prefent, I proceed to give an abftrafl of 
what I could learn concerning the reft of this province. 
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The. independent ftates of Yenieii, befide the donunions of the Imam, are, as I learned 
from perfons who were the moft likely to be accurately informed, 

1, The territorj'- of Aden, which has been for fome time governed by a particular 
prince; 

2. The principality of Kaukeban, pofieffed by a Sejid; 

5* Kobail, or Hafchid-u-Bekil, in which are many Scliiechs, united in a fort of con¬ 
federation ; 

4 . The principality of Abu Arii’ch, belonging to a Sherriffe; 

5. A large diitrici between Abu Arifch and Hedjas, inhabited by free Bedouins; 

6. The territory of Khaulan, under the dominion of its ovim Schiech; 

y. The territory of Sahan, comprehending the principality of Saadc, wliich belongs 
to a Sejid, with the domains of fome independent Schiechs ; 

8. Nedsjeran j 

g. Katchtan; 

1 o. Nehhm; 

11. Eaft Khaulan, confifting of four fmall fovereignties, under the government of as 
many independent Scliiechs; 

12. The vaft country of Dsjof or Mareb, governed by a Sherriffe, and fome inde¬ 
pendent Schiechs; 

13. The territory of Jafo, in which are at leaft three independent Schiechs. 

There are pofllbly feveral other fovereign ftates in Yemen, which might be too fmall 
to come to my knowledge. A traveller, who Ihould only ftop a fliort time on his way, 
could not readily learn the names of all the petty German baronies. What I know cer¬ 
tainly, however, as having wimeffed ftriking enough inftances of it, is, that tliofe endlefs 
fubdivifions of territory, among fuch a multitude of petty fovereigns, are, in a great 
meafure, the caufe of the ftate of decline in which Arabia at prefent appears: fnch a 
collection of jarring interefts is naturally fatal to trade and induftry. 

Chap. LXXL — Of the Principality of Adent 

THIS fmall ftate is bounded on the fouth by the Indian Ocean; on the weft and north 
by the dominions of the Imam; and on the eaft by the country of Jafa: It formerly 
belonged to the Imam; but, in 1730, the inhabitants expelled the Imam’s governor, 
defied a Schiech, who is perfeftly independent. 

Aden, an ancient and celebrated city, gives its name to this principality. It has ftil! 
a good harbour, although much declined from what it once was. Its trade is now tri¬ 
fling ; for the fovereign is never at peace with his neighbours. Coffee from Jafa is the 
only article for export which this city affords. 

Among a number of cities, and a good many caftles of no great ftrength, belonging 
to this fmall ftate, the only place that is ftill in any degree corifiderable, is Lahadsje, the 
feat of the prefent Schiech Abd ul Kerim el Fodddi. Tins town was befieged by the 
famous Abd Urrab, from whom it fuftered confiderably, Foddeli is a narrow diftrift, 
containing a city and feveral villages, known from its having been the original feat of 
the reigning family. 

Chap. LXXII. — Of the Principality of Kaukeban. 

THE country bearing tliis name, is furrounded almofl on all hands bjf the dominions of 
the Imam of Sana ; only, on one fide, meeting the territory of the confederated Schiechs 
of Hafchid-u-Bekil. The reigning family are defceiidants froni Mahomet, by Hadt, 

Imam 
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tmara of Saadc. They, for feveral ages, poffefled confiderable dominions in Yemen ; 
and retained the title of Imam, even during the ufurpation of the Turks. But when 
this nation was driven out of Yemen by Khaifem el Kebir, that illuflrious family were 
obliged to yield up their title of Imam to the new Arabian conqueror, and to content 
themfelves with that of Sidi or Sejid, However, they ftill retain fovereign authority 

oyer a confiderable territory. ^ , , 

A feries of thofe lovereigns was coinniunicated to me j hut I couid not imd means 
to fatisfy myfelf of its autl’ienticity* Tbe reigning prince^, in Sejid Achmet, 

He had leveral fons and brothers^ and a good many nephews* < r 

He refides at KaukebaOj a fniall unfortified towiij but fituate on the fummit of an 
atmoft inaccefiible mountain. The aunt of the reigning prince has made a caufeway be 
formed^ by which loaded camels can now advance up to the city. 

In the different dillrias into which this country is divided, are a good many towns 
and villages, moft of ii^jiich have caftles or citadels upon adjoiiiing hills* Thefe ai*e not 
uiineceffary precautions for the defence of thofe petty princes, againft fo poweriul a 

neighbour as the Imam of Sana* ^ * t. 

WadiLaa is a valley fertile in coffee, which belongs to Sejid Ibrahim, brother to the 
reigning Iniam. In its neighbourhood are fome hot mineral fprings* 


Ch^p, LXXIIL — Of the allied Princes of Hafcljid-u-BeM. 

THE extenfive country of Hafclud-u-Bekil, pofTeffed by a number of confederated 
Schiechs, is properly named Bellad el Kobail, the country of the highlanders : but the 
other, expreffive of the confederacy, is the name by which it is niore commonly known. 
It extends northward as far as to the Defart of Amofia ; on the fouth and the eaft, it is 
bounded by the dominions of the Imam, and the principality of Kaukebanweftmwd, 
it meets the fovereign ftate of Abu Arifch- llie republican Jpjrit prevails fo little 
through Afia, that thefe ftates may be regarded as a lingular political phenomenon m 


the eaft, - 

Tills highland country contains many Scliiechs, defeended foom very ancient noble 
families, each of whom rules within his own domains as a fovereign prince, Ihele 
Schiechs, finding themfelves unable to make feparately any fuccefsful refiftance to a 
powerful neighbour, have combined, in order to deteiid themfelves by the common 

It is not eafy, even in Europe, to obtain a thorough knowledge of the principles of 
any political conftitution ; but among the miftruftful, fufpicious inhabitants ot the ealt, 
fuch a thing is almoft impolfible. I could not learn upon what laws and condiUons the 
confederation of Hafchid^u-Beldl is maimaiiied* Ail I know is, that they choole a 
certain number of chiefs, and, in war, fo many generals, to command their united fo^es* 
Thefe allied princes, and their fubjeds, are much better foldiers, and nmre incuned 
to war, than the reft of the Arabians. The Imam of Sana, and theSheniffe of Mecca, 
entertain each feveral regiments of thofe highlanders, and pay them better than their 
other troops. They mull have officers of their own nation ; and the Shiechs ufually 
both Tdiie the regiments, and nominate the officers. For this reafon, the Imam fears 
,to quarrel w’ith tlie confederates. When they go to war with the Sovereign of Sana, 
their countrymen in his fervice defert and join them. 

A tradition which fubfifts chneerning their common origin, may have been the caule 
which firft gave rife to the confedcraticn among thofe Schiechs, and which has dilpoled 

them to mmntain it hitherto. Hafchid and Eekil, whofe names the confederal® have 
, alluinea,. 
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afliimed, were, by this tradition, brothers, fons of one Babrolcham, by a priiicefs called 
Nedsjema. Babrolcliain, who was bom of honourable parents in Natolia, after Ibnie 
romantic adventures, carried oft' that princeCs, who was daughter to the King of Bithynia, 
and fought refuge upon thefe mountains of Yemen ; where, tlwough his fous, Haidiid 
and Bekil, he became the ancellor of all the Shiechs of Bellad el Kobml; and they 
accordingly look all up to him as their common parent. 

It is certain, however, that in this country are Sliiechs, whof* families can be traced 
farther back than the date of this tale. In the diftrifl: of Kheivan, and in the city of 
Beit il Toba, refides the chief of the laniily of Toba, a deicendant from the ancient 
Arabian monarchs of this name. 

I was told of fifty of thefe independent Schiechs, fomc of whom pofTefs domains 
in the mklfl of the Imam’s territories. It is needlefs to put down their names. 

The country inhabited by thefe confederates is of various degrees of fertility. Some 
valleys, which produce fruits in great abundance, are interfperfed among thfe lulls ; 
and even the higher grounds are cultivated and fertile. 

A number of eaftles are fcattered upon the heights; but few confiderable villages 
are to be feen. The town of Kheivan, in the diflrift of the fame name, is remarkable 
for having been the feat, firft of the Hamjare Monarchs, and afterwards of tlie Imams. 
Ruins of a very ancient palace are ftill to be feen there. 

In fome other ftnall villages are feveral monuments, from which it appears, that 
before the Turkifli conqueft, a great part of Bellad el Kobail w'as under the dominion 
of the ancient Imams. 

Chap. LXKIV.^ — Of the Principality of Abu Arifch^ and the neighbouring Bedouins, 

THE principality of Abu Arifch, which is alfo named after its capital, is properly a 
part of Tehama. It ftretches along the Arabic Gulph, northward from Loheya, for 
the fpace of two degrees. Like the reft of the Tehama, it is every where dry and 
barren, except only where watered by the rivers from the mountainous parts of Yemen. 

This country was, not long fince, within the Imam’s dominions. The fovereigns 
of Sana ufually entruft the government of their provinces to none but perfons of mean 
birth ; often to Haves, who may be lefs likely than the Arab nobles to afpire at inde¬ 
pendence. But a late Imam imprudently appointed a Sherriffe, named Achraed, to the 
government of Abu Arifch. The confequence w'as, that this Sherriffe revolted againff 
his fovereign; thus piftifying the faying among the Arabs, that the pofterity of 
Mahomet have all a thirft for fovereign power. 

His fon Mahommed, the reigning Sherriffe of Abu Arifch, has hitherto withffood 
all the efforts of the Imam to reduce him to his obedience. The confederates of Haf- 
chid-u-Bekil have been repeatedly excited, by prefents from the Imam, to attack the 
Sherriffe; but their attacks have been made without any regular concerted plan of 
conqueft. Shiech Mecrami of Nedsjeran likewife penetrated into this country, with a 
fmall army, in two fucceflive winters. To expel this enemy, the Sheriaft'e levied fix 
hundred men in the countiy of Hafchid-u-Bekil, and gave him battle in January 1763. 
The Sherriffe was defeated, with the iofs of fix or feven men, upon which he fliut 
bimfelf up in defpair, in his palace. But Schiecli Mecrami did not avail himfelf of his 
viftory; for learning that the Sliiech of Kachtan had entered Nedsjeran in lus abfence, 
he haiiened home to the defence of his own dominions. 

The remarkable places in the principality of Abu Arifch, are the capital, known by 
the fame name, which is encompaffed with walls, and is the feat of the Sherriffe j ;md 
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tb'e town and harbour of Gezan, a day’s journey from Abu Arifch, This province of 
Gezan, fituate upon the Arabic Golph^ and in a fertile country, carries on a confix 
dcrabJe trade in fenna ; great plenty of which grows in the circumjacent territory ; and 
in coffee, which is brought hither from the mountains of Halchid-ii-BekiL It has a 
trade likewife with the ports cn the oppofite fide of the Arabic Gulph ; but has no 
intercourfe w^ith the fubjecls of the Imam* A few towns, and feveraL large villages, 
form the relt of this principality* 

The plain extended along the Arabic Gulph, for the fpace of a degree, from the 
borders of Abu Arilch to Hedjas, is occupied by a tribe of free Arabs, called Beni 
Halal, Thefe Bedouins live in tents, under the government of Shiechs* They are 
poor, and addifted to robbery, as I have already obferved in the account of our journey 
from Jidda to Loheia, But they value themfelves on their courage, and glory iu 
bearing pain without Ihrinking, 

Thefe ^Bedouins, whenafked what religion they are of, call themfelves Muffulmans* 
But their neighbours, not crediting this account, call them infidels, and accufe them 
of profeffing a peculiar religion, the followers of which are called M^aliks. It appears, 
indeed, that they depart widely, in feveral points, from pure Mahomedfm : their ciiv 
•cumcifion at leaft is totally different. It may be thought, that thefe wandering Arabs, 
having never been fubdued, by either Mahomet or his Ihcceflbrs, have retained fome 
part of their ancient religion. The Muffulmans confider the Bedouins, in general, as 
fcarcely orthodox, and reproach them as not being true believers* 

Thefe Arabs of Beni Halal inhabit a barren territory. They are poor, and live upon 
the fcanty produce of their flocks. 

Chap. LXXV* “ Of ihe Territories of Sahan a7id Khaulan. 

THE Arabs^call the mountainous traft between Hafchid-u-Bekil and Hethas, Sahan, 
This trafl: of country is of confiderable extent, and produces abundance of excellent 
fruits of all kinds, but efpedally grapes- Iron mines have alfo been difcovered in it, - 
but for want of wood have not been wrought* From this circuniflance, the iron in 
Yemen is both dear and bad* 

The inhabitants of this country, efpecialiy the highlanders, w^ho have little inter-^ 
courfe with ftrangers, are faid to fpeak the bell Arabic, correfponding more entirely 
than that fpoken any where elfe with the language of the Alcoran; although at the 
fame time, they are almoll abfolutely ftrangers to the book. 

Thefe people differ effentially in their manners from the Arabs in the cities of Yemen. 
They feldom take more than one wife each- Their women are not permitted to marry 
till they have completed tlieir fifteenth year ; whereas in the dominions of the Imam, 
girls are married at the age of nine or ten* They live upon meat, honey, milk, and 
fome vegetables. Their counuy affords plenty of thefe articles. By this fiin^le mode ' 
of living, they commonly attain to a very advanced age, retaining the perfect ufe of 
their fight to the laft* They are very hofpitable, and yet rob with no Itfs rapacity, wlien 
they meet with travellers not embodied in a caravan, than the Bedouins of the defarL 

In this country are many independent lordfhips* The principal of thefe is Saade, 
in the poffelfion of Prince Khaffem, a defcendant from Imam Jladi, of the fame flock 
as the prefent royal families of Kaukeban and Sana. T his Prince takes alfo the title 
of Imam ; but his principality is fo fmall, that he can hardly defend himfelf againfl the 
Schiechs of the neighbouring mountains, 
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At Saade, his capital, and the place of his refidence, is a cuftom houfe, which brings 
him a confiderable revenue. All goods from the dominions of the Imam muft pais this 
way to Nedsjeran, Kachtao, or Mecca; and high duties are exadted. In the neigh¬ 
bourhood of this dty is a high hill, famous as being the poft upon which a prince of this 
Itate fullained a feven years fiege by the Turks. 

A pai’t of the great defart of Amafia lies between Saade and Hafchid-u-Bekil. In 
the middle of that defai’t is Eirket Soidan, the only place where travellers can halt for 
rdfreHiment. 

Ihe finall diHridt of Khaiilan, which comes to be here taken notice of, and'which 
Is to be carefriliy diftingiiilhed from that of the fame name near Sana, lies among the 
mountains weftward from Saade, upon the road from Sana to Mecca, four days journey 
from Hali^ the extreme city upon that fide of the Sherriffe’s territory. It has likewife 
an independent Schiech. This is all that I could learn concerning it . 

Chap. LXXVI. — Of the Principalities of Nedsjeran and Kacbtan. 

NEDSJERAN is fuuate in a pleafant and well watered country, three days journey 
north-ealt from Saade. This narrow territory is fertile in corn and fruits, efjaecially in 
dates. It affords excellent pafturagej and its horfes and camels are in high requeft 
through all Arabia. 

Its prefent Schiech, whofe name is Mecrami, has gained a very high reputarion. He 
is faid not to be of the ftock of the ancient nobility. In his youth, he travelled through 
all Arabia, I*erfia, and India. After his return, the Imam of Saade intrufted him with 
the government of the province of Nedsjeran. But fcarce had Mecrami been invelled 
in this office, when he threw off his allegiance. 

The new Schiech of Nedsjeran has made himfelf formidable by his genius and valour, 
not merely to his neiglibours, but even to diftant princes. Not long fince, he intro¬ 
duced his troops, by fmall detachments, into the territory of Hafchid-u-Bekil; pene¬ 
trated into the dominions of the Imam; and made himfelf malter of the province of 
Safan. In January 1763, as has already been raentioiied, he defeated the Sherriffe of 
Abu Arifch. In the end of the fame year, he had traverfed all Arabia widi his army, 
and entered the province of Lachfa. In Europe, it would be impoflible to conduH an 
army, in fo fhort a time, through fuch an extent of ftrange and defart countries. But 
an army of Arabs are not incumbered with artillery, tents, or ammunition. The 
fcanty provifions which they need are borne by camels j and the foidiers, being light 
armed, and almoft naked, fear no fatigue. 

Schiech Mecrami enjoys through Arabia the reputation, no lefs of a profound theo¬ 
logian, than of a vaUant warrior. His religious opinions differ efl'entially from thofe of 
the Handing fefls among the Mufl'ulmans, He honours Mahomet as the Prophet of 
God, but looks with little refpeft on his fucceflbrs and commentators. Some of the 
more fenfible Arabs fay, that this Schiech has found means to avail himfelf of heaven, 
even in this life j for, to ufe their expreffions, he fells paradife by the yard; and afligns 
more or lefs honowable places in that manfion, according to the furas paid him. Sim¬ 
ple fuperftitious perfons attually purchafe affignments upon heaven, from him and his 
procurators, and hope to profit by them. A Perfian, of the province of Kinnan too, 
has lately begun to ilfue fimilar bills upon heaven, and has gained confiderably by the 
traffic. The people of the eaft appear to approach daily nearer to the ingenious inven- 
tiou of the Europeans in thefe matters. 
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The knowledge of many fecrets, and, among others, of one for obtaining rain when 
he pleafes, is likewife afcribed to this Schiech. When the country fuffers by drought, 
he appoints a faft, and after it a public proceflion, in which all muft affift, with an air 
of humility, without their turbans, and in a garb fuitably mean. Some Arabs of dif- 
tinflion aflured me, that this never fails to procure an immediate fall of rain. 

The capital of this fmall kingdom is Nedsjeran, an ancient city, famous in Arabian 
hiftory. The other towns in it are places of little conlecuencc. 

The fmall diftri£t of Kachtan lies among the mountains, three days journey north¬ 
ward from Nedsjeran. At Loheia, I faw a perfon of dilbnclion from that country, 
who had been at Sana with horfes for the Imam. He became fufpicious of my inten¬ 
tions,. when I put fome queftions to him refpefting his country, and would give me no 
information. All that I could learn concerning Kach t an was, that it is governed bv a 
peculiar Schiech. ^ ^ 

Chap. LXXVII. ——Of the Principalities of Nehhm and Khaulan. 

NEHHM is a fmall dlftrift between Dsjof and Hafchid-u-Bekil. The prefen^ 
Schiech, w’hoisofa warlike charatfer, and often troublelbme to the Imam, is an indc 
pendent prince. He poflelTes a few fmall inconfiderable towns, with a fertile mountain, 
on which are many villages. The inhabitants of Deiban are tree j but they always join 
the Schiech of Nehhm in his wars with the Imam. 

The fmall diftrift of Khaulan, which is different from that of the fanre name of which 
fome account has already been given, lies a few leagues fouth-eaft from Sana. It is 
governed by an independent Schiech, the reprefentative of a very ancient family. 
Schiech Rajech Khaulani, who reigned in 1763? dwelled at Sana, being general of the 
Imam’s troops. His ordinary place of refidence is at Beit Rodsje, a fmall town in his 
own donunions. 

In this principality is the ftnall city of Tanaiem, famous among the Jews of Arabia, 
who had anciently their chief feat, with many fpacious fynagogues in it. At prefent 
it is alnioft defolate ; and few Jew's are among its inhabitants. Beit el Kibfi is a village 
inhabited folely by Sherriffes, one of whom muft always be at the head of the caravan 
which goes annually from Sana to Mecca. This caravan confifts of about three thou- 
fand perl'ons, and is forty-five days upon the road, although the w'hole length of the 
journey be not more than an hundred German miles, at leaf! if it could be travelled 
in a ftraight line. 

Several places, which once pertained to the prince of Khaulan, have been by degrees 
annexed to the dominions of the Imam. 

Chap. LXXVIII. — Of the Country of Dsjcf. 

THIS great province of Yemen extends fouthward from Nedsjeran to Hadramaut 
and eaftwmd from Hafchid-u-Bekil to the Defart, by winch Yemen is feparated from 
Oman. It is full of fanJy and defart plains. In feveral places, however, the mha- 
bitants want neither cheefe nor durra, nor any other of the neceflkries of life. The 
horfes and camels of Dsjof are greatly in requeft in the Imam’s dominions. 

1 he country of Dsjof is divided into Bellad el Bedoui, that diftrift which is occupied 
by wandering Arabs; Bellad es Saladin, the highland diftiift, governed by independent 
dneis, who take the title of Sultan; and Bellad es Scheraf, the diftrift in which die 
lupreme power is poffelTed by Sherriffes. 
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The ^Yan^ 1 enng ^Arabs In this country are of a martial charatTier, In their inilitan’’ 
cxpetlitions they riile upon horfes or camels. Their arms are a lance, a J’abre, and* 
fometimes a match-firelock. Sometimes they put on coats of mail, a piece of ilefenlive 
armour vhich the other Arabs have ceafed to wear, 'I'hey are not a little trouble- 
fume to their neighbours, who are fettled in villages,—plundering them, and often 
carrying off their young women. But neither theie, nor any other of the Bedouins, 
are ferocioully cruel; they only rob llrangers, but never kill them. Thefe Bedouins 
of Dsjof are faid to have uncommon talents for poetry, and to excel all the other Arabs^ 
hi this elegant art. 

In the dillria of Bellad es Saladin are many petty fovereighs. Of thefe, none was 
named to me but the Sultan of Baham. I'he title of Sultan is no where ufed in 
Arabia, except in Usjof and Jafe. It feems to be applied to diftinguifli the Schiechs of 
the Highlanders from thofe oi the Bedouins. 

The nioft confiderable princes in the diftrift of Bellad es Scheraf, are the three Slier- 
riffes of Mareb, Harib, and Rachvan. But the firft, although chief of the defcendants 
of Mahomet in this country, poffeffes only the town of Mareb, with fome adjacent 
villages. 

Mareb, though confifting only of about three hundred poor houfes, is the capital 
of the province. It is fituate fixteen leagues north-eaft from Sana. It was known to 
the ancients as the capital of the Sabmans, by the name of Mariaba. It is not certain 
whether it was ever called Saba. In its neighbourhood are fome ruins, which are pre¬ 
tended to be the remains of the palace of Queen Balkis. But there is no infcription to 
confirm or refute this afferdoii. 

The Sabsans had a refervoir or bafon for w-ater, which was anciently famous, and 
which I often heard talked of in Arabia ; but nobody could give me an exaft defcription 
of it, except one man of rank, who had been born at March, and had alw'ays lived 
there. He told me, that the famous refervoir, called by the Arabs Sitte Mareb, wfas- 
a narrow valley between two ranges of hills, and a day s journey in length. Six or 
feven fmall rivers meet in that valley, holding their courfe fouth and fouth-weft, and' 
advancing from the territories of the Imam. Some of thefe rivers contain fifhes, and 
their waters flow through the whole year; others are dry, except in the rainy feafon. 
The two ranges of hills which confine this valley, approach fa near to each other upon 
the eaftcrn end, that the intermediate fpace may be croffed in five or fix minutes. To 
confine the waters in the rainy feafon, the enhance into the valley tvas here fhut up by 
a high and thick wall; and, as outlets, through which the water thus colleaed might 
be conveyed, in the feafon of drought, to w^ater the neighbouring fields,—three large 
ilood-*^ates w'cre formed in the wall, one above another. Ihe wall w'as fifty feethign, 
and built of large hewn Hones. Its ruins are ftill to be feen. But the waters, which 
it ufed formerly to confine, are now loft ainoiig the fands, after running only a fliort 

'^^Thus, was there nptliing incredibly wonderful in the true account of the Sabasan 
refervoir. Similar, although much fmaller refervoirs, are formed at the roots of the 
mountains in many places through Yemen. Near Conftantinople is a vale, the entrance 
into which is likewife fliut up by a wall to confine the water, which is conveyed thence 
in aqueduffs into the capital of the Ottoman empire. i t i 

The tradition, that the city of Mareb was deftroyed by a deluge, occafioned by the 
fudden burfting of the wall, has entirely the air of a popular fable. It feems more 
probable, that the wall, being negleded, fell gradually into difrepair, when the king¬ 
dom of the Sabsans declined. But the ruin of the wall proved fatal to the city m a 
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different wajr. The neighbouring fields, when no longer watered from the refervoir, 
became walte and barren ; and the city was thus left ^without means of fubfillence. 
Befides, Mareb is not fo fituate that it could I'uifer an inundation in confequence of the 
demolition of the wall. It Hands upon a fmall eminence, at a league's difiance from it, 
upon the water fide. 

The fertility of the diftri£l might be renewed by the reparation of this work. But- 
filch undertakings can be executed only by opulent fovereigns. Mariaba was the feat- 
of a powerful prince, who reigned over Yemen and Hadramaut. Mareb is but the 
abode of a poor SherriSe, who can fcarcely w'ithlland the encroachments of feeble 
neighbom'S. 

Tlie only other place in the country of Dsjof, that I heard of as remarkable,, 
is Kalfer el Nat, a citadel which Hands upon a lofty hill, and was built by the Hanu 
jarc Princes.. 

Chap. LXSIX. — Of the Country of Jafa. 

THIS territory is furrounded by Aden, fome part of the Imam’s dominions, anJi 
the extenfive province of Hadramaut. It is fertile, and abounds particularly in coii'ee - 
and cattle. 

It was formerly under the dominion of the Imam; but. In the end of the laH cen¬ 
tury, the inhabitants revolted, and made tliemfelv'es independent. They are. governed: 
at prefent by three fovereign princes, who have conquered alfo a part of the province 
of Hadramaut. Thofe princes are, i. The Sultan of Reffes, who refides at Medsjeba; 
3 . The Sultan of Mofaka, who takes his title from the place of his refidence; 3. The 
Sultan of Kara, who refides in a caHle upon the mountain of Kata. 

One of thefe Sultans of Jafa likewife pofleffes Schtehhr, a fea port town, from vrhich 
incenfe, but inferior in quah’ty to that of India, is exported. Nobody could inform , 
me concerning the inferior parts of this diHrifl of Schsehhr. 

Bel lad Schafel, and Ed Dahia, ai'e the dominions of two petty Schiechsi Medina 
el Asfal, is a city famous for the tombs of various faints,. The inhabitants are confe- 
quently Sunnites.. 

OF THE DOMINIONS OF THE IMAM OF SANA, 

Chap. LXXX. — Of the Eident and Divifon of the Imam's Domlniotu. 

SPEAKING of Yemen in general, I unavoidably gave fome account of that.part of- 
this province which is fiibjeO; to the Imam. The fame intermixture of fertile and barren 
territory, and the lame produ£Hons, appear every where through the whole province. 
The Imam, however, feems to be mailer of the richeH, the moH agreeable, and the 
moH interefting partofthis traft of country. 

It would not be eafy to explain diHinftly the extent and limits of this fovereign’s 
territories, as they are fo interfered by the domains of a number of petty princes. On 
the north fide they meet the territory of Hafchid-u-Bekil; weHward they are bounded 
by the principality of Abu Arifch and the Arabic Gulph j to the fouth by the princi¬ 
pality of Aden ; and on the eaH by the territories of Dsjof and Jafa. 

The general divifioii of Yemen into Tehama, the Lowlands, and Djebal, thp 
Highlands, obtains in the Imam’s dominions, as well as elfewhere. Upon tliis grand, 
divifioa depends the. lubdivifion of the kingdom of Sana into tliiity governments 
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or coimtries. Tehama contains fix of thefe governments, and the highland country 
twenty-four. 

Thefe fmall governments are not all alike populous or remarkable. It would be a 
tedious and fuperfluous labour, therefore, to enumerate the names ofall the towns md 
villages contained in them. I fltall content myfelf with taking notice of the principal 
of thofe, after I have given fome general account of the fovereign of thefe dominions, 
and of the nature of his government. 

As there are, in the territory of the Imam, many Schiechs difperfed among the 
mountains, who acknowledge not his authority, and are but in a very flight degree 
dependent upon him, I fliall be more careful to take notice of thefe independent lords, 
than of the petty towns and villages. The reader will be more entertained by an account 
of the political conllitution under w'hich this fingular people are united, than he could 
polfibly be by a lift of Arabic names. 

Chap. LX XXI. — Origin md liijkry of the Ima 7 m. 

IN the abftrafl of the revolutions of Arabia, I have briefly mentioned that by which 
the expulflon of the Turks was accompliflied. This event took place in 1630; and, 
from this period, are we to date the elevation of the prefent royal family of Sana. 
Their great anceftor is Khaffem Abu Mahomed, who was the cliief author of that 
revolution. 

Khaffem was defcended from Mahomet by Imam Hadi, who is buried at Saade, where 
his pofterity ftill reign. From him are fprung both the Imams of Saade, and the princes 
of Kaukeban, whom the Turks could never fubdue. Khaffem lived as a private perfon, 
upon the revenue of an eftate which had been left him by his anceftors, upon the moun¬ 
tain of Schae|jara, north eaft from Loheia. Although but a private individual, he enjoyed 
the friendftiip of the independent Schiechs in the highlands; and, feeing the Turks to 
be odious to his countrymen, he, with the aid of thofe Schiechs, attacked the Pachas, 
and, by degrees, expell^them out of the cities of Yemen. Thus attaining the dignity 
of a Sovereign Prince, and afl'uming the title of Sejid Khaffem, he ftill continued, how¬ 
ever, to refide upon the mountains of Schsehara, and died there, after a reign of nine 
years. The gratitude of the nation honoured him with the epithet Great; and he has 
accordingly been denominated Khaffem el Kebir, or Khaffem the Great. 

After this revolution, the ancient royal family of Kaukeban, being obliged to yield its 
prerogatives to the family of Khaffem, the eldeft fon of Khaffem affumed the title of 
Imam, and the name of Metwokkel Allah. The Imam is properly the clergyman 
who fays public prayers in the mofques. The royal fucceffors of Mahomet have 
continued the prafUce of performing thefe religious fervices, in proof that they 
enjoy Ipiritual, no lefs than temporal, power. Various Arabian Princes, who dare not 
affume the title of Caliph, content themfelves with that of Imam, or Emir el Mumenim, 
Prince of the Faithful. All thofe fbvereigns, thus invefted with Ipiritual authority, 
whether Caliphs or Imams, obferve the ancient cuftom of changing their name, like 
the Popes in Chriftendom, when they mount the throne. This ch;uige feems to indi¬ 
cate, that the whole charafter of the man is entirely altered, upon his being invefted 
with an employment, which impreffes a degree of fanOity upon the charatter. 

Imam Metwokkel Allah proceeded to deliver his country from the Turks, who do 
not appear to have made any very vigorous efforts to maintain themfelves in fo remote 
a conqueft, by which they were rather lofers than gamers. The Arabs honour tliat 
Imam as-a faint: To fpare the public revenue, he, like many other Mahometan mc- 

2 narchs. 


TRAVELS IN ARABIA, BY CARSTEN NIEBUHR, I03 

narchs earned his Uvelijood by his labour, employing himfelf in making caps. He 

I’ti 

Ills lucceflor w as his coufm Mahadi Achmet, who, after reigning likewlfe feven years 

■* ‘ 1 “= 

Tlik proclaimed Imam by the name of Mahadi Hadi. 

This prince had reigned only two years, when Mahadi Mahomed, fon of Imam Mahadi 
Achmet, dethroned hun, and affunied his place. 

This Imam Mahadi Mahomed reftded at Moualiheb, and reigned tliirty years. The 

Krnohifr f" r; J an account of the circumftLes of l^ch viftt has 

be^ pubhflied by La Roque, Hamilton fpeaks alfo of this prince, and favs, that he 
w^ eighty years of ^ge m the year 1714. Mahadi Mahomed was continually at w-ar 
with the confederates of Hafchid-u-Bekii. In the beginning of this conteft, he put his 
nephew Khadem at the head of Ins army, and he proved viaorious; but the^Imani 
ungratefully fhut^ up the fuccefsfiil general in the citadel of Damar. At a fubfequent 

toeing ‘lefeated by the confederates, that prince was obliged to 
leleafe Khallem, aiid mtruil him again with the command of his forces. ' Khalfem was 
Jgdin viaorious; but before he could return to his uncle’s court, another perfon, of 

poffeffed himfelf of the throne, aiTuming the name 
? ^ However, the uftirper had fcarcely enjoyed the fupreme power two years, 

when Khaffem expelled lum, aiid afcendcd the throne under the name o£ El 
JiVletwok.k.el* 

Imam El Metwokfcel cbofe Sana for the place of his refidence, and thae reigned in 

tranquiDity for ten years. ^ 

After his death, El Manfor, his fon, afeended the throne. But hardly was he feated 
upon It, when a nephew of Mahadi Mahomed, with the afliltance of the prince of 
kaukeban, made himfelf mafter of all the comiti-y except Sana. El Manfor, however 
found means to feize the perfons of the uftirper and his proteaor, and call them both 
into confinement. He, with the fame good fortune repreffed the rebellion of another 
OT his coiifms, and of one of his brothers j and Ihut tliefe alfo up for the reft of life- 
lie reigned one and twenty years. 


Chap. LXXXII, — Of El Mahadif the reigning^ Jmam^ 

^ IMAM El Mai^or left feveral fons, the eldeft of whom-, Ali, had naturally the befl 
right to fucceed him. His mother was the firfl wife that his father had married, and 
daughter to the prince of Kaukeban : confequenriy he was lineally defcended fi*om 
M^iomet, both by father and mother. But, the princefs, who was livmg at Sana ia 
influ^ce or addrefs enough to fecure the fucceffion to her fon, although 
it was the general with of the country that he flioiild be fovereign. 

A fon, who was named Abbas, had been born to El Manfor by a negrefs flave. Thisv 
woniM artful^ concealed her mafter’s death, till the Kadi Jachja, one of El Manfor^s 
pniKipal mmiflers, had dme to fecure the troops, and the governors of the provinces, 
in t e intereft of her fon Abbas, whom fhe then made to be proclaimed Imam, by the 

name of El Mahadi* Prince Ali was thro™ into confinement, in which he died in the 
year 1759, 

In 
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In the beginning of El Mahadi^s rcnen. the prince of Kaukeban repeatedly difputed 
\iith him the title of Imam. bciii'j twice defeated, and his beard being burnt in 

the fecoiid engagement by the accideniul explofion of liis magazine of powder, he 
renounced his pretenfions to the chaiAcier of Imam, and made peace with the Monarch 
of Sana, 

In the year 1750, an army of three thcufand Arabs from Nehhm and Ddban ad¬ 
vanced nearly to Sana ; bin they were r^mted and difperfed by the Imam. Seven years 
after, the confederates of Hafchid-u-Beldl attacked the Imam, and routed his forces* 
But in tiic year following, 1758, the Imam's general furprifed and routed the 
allies. 

Imam Fd Mahadi Abbas w^as five and hvtj years of age, and had reigned fev^enteen 
years, in 17^3- He was of a dark conirkxion, like his anceftors by the mother's fide, 
and did not at all refenible the other do: :emF*nts of Mahomet, Had it not been for 
feme negro traits, his countenance mi^ht have been thought a good one. He had 
twenty brothers, of whom fome that I I.av were black as ebony, flat-nofed, and thick- 
lipped, like the Caflres of the fouth c 1 A' r ica, He had married the daughter of a 
relation, one of the pretenders to the cre^ v: • of Taoes ; and, befide her, fevera! other 
free women; but he kept fewer female iiAvcs than his father had. El Manfor had 
In ore than two hundred of thefe in his ha* a . 

The reigning Imam had a number of 'on; but only four of them were fo much 
growm up as to be permitted to appear iu pa-: lio. His relations, who are numerous, 
live all ai Sana ; and fome of them ar- v ry \vo: provided for. He has feveral uncles; 
but he leaves all his relations iu pr.vaze ILanoiis, employing none of them hi any 
public office. 

On his acceffion to the throne, he coninv -ed Kadi JacHia, to whom he owed bis ad¬ 
vancement, for fome dmein the poit of iVime Minifter, lint finding that fiis fubjeefs 
were difeontented with the rd mini ft ration of JacJija, and ftill regretted Aii, tvlio, before 
his death, had written an afte£l:iiig letter to his brother; the Imam facrificed his iniiiifter 
to the public hatred, depofing him, conlifcating his eftefts, and throwing him and 
his confidential fervant into prifon. The degraded minifler was reftored to liberty 
fdon after our arrival at Sana, , But inftead of reftoring his effects, the Imam only 
allowed him a fmall penfion, which was fcarcely enough t;^o make him live. 

Chap, LXXXIIL — ofSrhic£b Abd Urrah, 

OF the enemies of whom Imam El Mahadi had to contend, the mofl formidable, 
both by genius and courage, was Schiech Abd Urrab of Hodsjerie, When fpeaking 
of the fiege of Taoes, I mentioned by the way fomething of the adventures of this 
Schiech, w*ho is regarded as a hero among his countrymen. I found liis hiftof}" inte- 
refting, and fiiall now enter into it more at length, becaufe it involves feveral pardcuiars 
illuftradve of the principles of the Imam's government, and of the general manners'of 
the Arabs* 

Abd Urrab, fon to aNakib or General, who was governor of a fmall province, fuc- 
ceeded his father in the government. The Imam, pleafed with his fervices, conferred 
on him the government of Kataba, which was more confiderable ; and at the fame time 
.intrufted him with a commiffion to demolifli the caftles of fome neighbouring lords, 
The zeal with which he carried this order into execution, raifed him many enemies among 
the nobility; the moft bitter of w^hom was a Nakib, of the ancient family of Wadei, 
who, among others, had loft hiscaftle. 


This 
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This Nakib prepoflcfied the Imam againft Abd Urrab, by accufing him of rebellion; 
and obtained three thoufand men to reduce him to obedience. With this army, he be- 
fieged the pretended rebel for eleven months in Kataba, the capital of thediftnfi under 
this government. When Abd Urrab could no longer hold out, he lallied forth with 
fix hundred men, made his way through the midft of the enemy, and retired to the 
diftrid of Hodsjerie, where his friends opened to him the gates of their fortrefles, and 
acknowledged him their Schiecfa. Another army, fent by the Imam to befiege him here, 
was as unfuccefsful as the firft. 

As^ yet, the new Schiech had only flood upon the defenfive; but, beginning now to 
feel his ftrength, he attacked the dominions of the Imarrij made himfelf mafler of various 
places, and levied heavy contributions. The Imam, unable to reduce him to 
obedience, entered into an alliance againft him with the prince of Aden. Abd Urrab 
upon this entered Aden, befieged the fovereign in his capital, and forced a large fum 
of money from him. The Imam on this occafion entirely abandoned his ally. 

In the account of the fiegeofTaoes, I have already related in what manner the Imam 
concluded a peace with the Schiech, and how the latter took that city. The conditions, 
I may here add, were, that the Imam fliould treat the Schiech as a friend, acknowledge 
him Schiech of Hodsjerie, and renounce all his own pretenfions to the fovereign ty of that 
province. This engagement the Imam not only confirmed with feven oaths; but, 
according to a prevalent cuftom in the Eaft,fent to the Schiech the copy of the Koran 
upon which he had fworn, and the rofary which he ufed at prayers, as pledges of his 
fincerity. Moreover, his two generals, El Mas, and Achmed el Hamer, alfo bound 
tliemfelves that the Imam fhould. abide by his promife, 

Frufting to fo many oaths, to thofe pledges of faith, and to the affurances of the two 
generals, Abd Urrab yielded to the prefling invitations of the Imam, and repaired to his 
court; By the way he was treated with the highefl marks of refpedl. The inhabitants 
of Sana went out to meet, and gaze upon him, as a hero. His valour, his addrefs, his 
noble exploits, were generally talked of with paffionate admiration. 

It is not known whether the Imam had any previous intention of deflroying him, or 
became jealous of thofe praifes, and began to fear that a party might be formed, even in 
his own capital, in behalf of the rebel. However it might be, the Schiech, foon after 
his arrival, was feized, bedaubed on the face and hands with red paint, and, in this con¬ 
dition, placed on a camel, with his face to the tail, and conducted through the ftreets. 
His filler, who was at this time in Sana, feeing her brother thus maltreated, fprang from 
the roof of a houfe, and fell dead at his feet. After being led about in this plight, and 
Hill farther abufed with blows, the Schiech was thrown upon a dunghill, and at the end 
of three days beheaded. 

This perfidious aft of the Imam moved the indignation of his fubjefts. The two 
generals, who had pledged themfelves for the fafety of Abd Urrab, were particularly 
enraged. The firft, Nakib El Mas, was commander of the national troops; the other, 
Nakib Achmed el Hamer, commanded the mercenaries from Hafchid-u-Bekil, and his 
brother Khaflem was general of the confederates. Thefe two confiderate perfbns tliought 
that it became them to fhew their refentment. 

El Hamer, therefore, reproached the Imam for his perfidious cruelty, but was imme¬ 
diately call into prifon. El Mas, now more enraged than ever, formed a party to 
dethrone the Imam; but the prince preventing him, made coffee to be given him, upon 
a friendly vifit; by the efiefls of which the Nakib died before he could leave the 
palace. 

vox.. X. , As 
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As foon as Khaflem received notice of the imprifonment of his brother El TTamer, he 
attacked the ImamJs dominions with the forces of the confederates; but happening to 
lofe his fon in a Ikirmi'h, he retreated home. The Imam, fearing new movements on 
the part of the allies of Hafchid-u-Bekil, fet Nakib Ei Hamer at liberty, by beheading 
him in prifon. Since that time, the allies have never ceafed avenging his aeath, by 
inroads upon the dominions of the Imam; in which they burnt feveral cities, foon after 
our arrival in Arabia. 

The condufl; of the Imam, in refpea to this unfortunate Scbiech of Hodrjerie, has 
rendered him odious to his neighbours and fubjefts, and may probably occafion his de- 
pofition from the throne, and premature death. 


Chap. LXXXIV. — Of the Conjitution and Gonjcrnment of the Bommiom of Sana. 

THE throne of Yemen is hereditary. If generally approved of by the fubjecis, the 
eldeft legitimate fon of an Imam is his rightful fuccelTor. But, the revolutions which I 
have briefly narrated, Qiew, that this order of fucceflion is often violated. In thedc-lpotic 
governments of the Eaft, indeed, no order can be clofely oblerved, becaufe there are no 
fundamental laws. The praiftice of polygamy has alfo a tendency to confound the order 
offuccelfionin Afia, as it often happens, that brothers, by different mothCTs, fbuna their 
pretenfions to fucceed their father upon grounds equally falfe, or equally fpecious. I he 
blind preference of a father, funk into dotage, or the intrigues of a favourite, iii fuch 
cafes, determine the difference. 

The Imam is an abfolute prince, and the more fo for uniting in his own perfon fupreme 
authority, both fpirkual and temporal over his fubjeSs. His jurifdiftion in ecclefiaft^cal 
matters, however, extends not over the doiiiinions of other lovereigns of the fame fe£l. 
Thefe ftates have each a Mufti or Kadi for its fpirkual ufe. _ v • j, l 

Although tjie Imam be abfolute, he is checked in theexerdfe of his authority by the 
fupreme tribunal of Sana, of which he is onlyprefiden t. Ihis tribunal, coniifting o, a 
certain number of Kadis, poffeffes the foie power of life and death. The Imam may not 
order any of his fubieas for execution, hut fuch as have been condenmed in conf.qucnce 
of a criminal profecution before this Court. The Kadis are generally efteemed tc Ve 

perfons of incorruptible integrity, of bhmelefs lives, and devoted to thefaiuhil dffeharge 

of their duties. They are not changed here fo often as in Turkey, but hold their ohices 

Ye^when one of thefe Monarchs is difpofed to abufe his authority, he can break 
throut^h any reftraints impofed upon him by this tribunal. The afTeflbrs are nominated 
by the Imam, and removeable at his pleafure. He has it thus in his power to extort 
their fuffrages by threatening them with difgrace. But the fovereigns of Sana have 
never found their advantage in having recourfe to violent meamres. Aas ol tyranny 
have commonly ended in the depofirion of the Prince who hazarded thein. 1 his fate 
feems to await the prefent Imam, whofe cruelty aud extortion have nearly weaneU out 

die patience of his fubjefts, 'ri,a 

At the Imam’s court, public, offices are many, and titles of honour few. I he hrlt 
minifter has no other title but Fakih; an appellation fo vague, that his fecretanes, and 
men of learning who think themfelves in any degree- above the vulgar, allume it as well 
as the minifter.^ The other minifters, the fecretary of ftate, the fuperintendent of pious 
eftablifliments, the furveyor-general of public buildings, the i cfpedor of the camels,. , 
by confequence, all thofe who occupy the firft employments, are, m the fame maimer, 
only Fakihs, without any other title of honour to diitmguilh them. - 
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Every petty diftrifl: in the dominions of the Immn has its governor. If not a prince, 
or one of the higher iiobihty, tiiis governor is called Wali and Dola; or fometiraes 
Emil-, when he happens to be a perfon of low birth. I have already remarked, that the 
fovereigns of Sana find it generally the beft policy to confer thofe governments upon 
men who have rileii merely by perfoaal merit, rather than upon their nobles. 

A Dola in Yemen is much fuch another as a Pacha in Turkey, only ading upon a 
narrower ftage. He commands the forces ftationed in his province, regulates the police, 
and collefts t!ie taxes. From lucrative governments, the Dolas are racJled every two 
or three years, to prevent their accumulating too much "wealth. ^ hen the Imam con¬ 
tinues a Dola in his office, he fends him a horfe, a fabre, and robes. Ail are obliged to 
render an account, from time to time, of their adminiJlration; and, when guilty of 
high mifdeameaiiors, or cenvifted of malverfations in office, they are punilhed by 
imprifonment, or by coufifeation of their property, but feldoui capitally. Sometimes a 
Dola, who has been thus difgraced, is railed from prifou to an office of greater conle- 
quence than that of which he was divefted. This cufiom marks the charaaer of 
defpotifm, where honour, and degradation by punifhment, of confequence, are utterly 
unknown. 

In every little town, a Sub-dola, with a fmall garrifon, confifting fometimes of only 
hve or fix foldiers, refide, to maintain order. The chief of a large village is a Scliiechj 
he of a fmall one, a Hakim. 

The Dolas of confiderable governments are attended by a Baflcateb or comptroller, 
wffiofe bufinefs is to keep a flria eye upon their condua, and to inform the Imam of 
what is going forward. This fpy often fucceeds the Governor who has been removed 
upon his reprefentation; but another Bafkateb is, at the fame time, fent to do for him 
what he did for his predeceffor. 

Every city in which a Dola refides has alfo a Kadi, dependent on the chief Kadi of 
Sana. The Kadi is foie judge in civil and ecclefiaftical affairs; nor may the Dola interfere 
to contradiQ: his fentences, or render them inefficacious. The Kadis in the provinces, 
no lefe than in the capital, are in high reputation for wifilom and integrity. 

In the fea port towns, the Emir Bahrr, who is infpeftor of the port, enjoys the 
chief authority under the Dola. In other towns, the chief magiftrate is denorninated 
Schiech el Belled. He it is who levies the taxes, and determines what each individual 
mull pay. The Emir es Soiik regulates fales and markets. In Yemen the poll of 
keeper of the prifon is honourable, Ritd an objefl of ambition. 

Chap. LXXXV. — Of the Revenues of the Imam. 

IT is no doubt difficult for a traveller to gain any tolerably accurate knowledge of 
the public revenue of a ftate in which he fpends only a ffiort time. In Arabia it is 
peculiarly difficult; as he muft here be very cautious in putting queftions, that he 
not render himfelf fufpected among a nation of whom fo few have any knowledge of 

public affairs. _ ^ i. i, j i ij 

I, however, had the advantage of confulting upon this head a man who had held 
employments, in which he could not avoid making himfelf acquainted with the ftate of 
the Imam’s finances. This perfon was Orseki, the Jew, furveyor general of the buildings, 
who had been the favourite of two fucceffive Imams, and of whoftr adventures I have 
given fome account in the narrative of our journey to Sana. 

By this Jew’s calculation, the revenues of Imam El Mahadi Mahomed amounted to 
8^0,000 crowns in the month. But the reigning family having loft a number of pro. 
^ p 2 vmces. 
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vinces, Kataba, Aden, Abu Arifch, and Taoes, with part of Bellad Anes, and Harras, 
and having bettowed the diftri£i:s of Ofab and Mechader in fief, El Manfor’s monthly 
income was thus reduced to 300,000 crowns. The prefent Imam had recovered fome 
of the difmembered territories, and had acquired others which had never before be¬ 
longed to the empire. His revenue might therefore be nearly 500,000 crowns a 
month. 

But from this I cannot make an eftimate of the Imam’s wealth; for Oracld, the Jew, 
could give me no information concerning his expenditure. In the provinces, 1 was 
told, every Dola pays the troops belonging to his government; defrays the charges of 
the police; and, after deducing all that the public expences require, remits the furplus 
to the Imam. 

This revenue arifes from a land and a poll tax of long Handing, and from duties 
payable upon articles of merchandife. Coffee affords a very confiderable tax. Before 
it can be put a board a ftiip for exportation, the Imam mull receive a fourth part of 
the price for which it was fold. It is remarkable, that Pliny even mentions it as an 
old cullom, for the Arabs to grant their princes a fourth of the value of their 
productions. 

Chap. LXXXVI. -—Of the Military Force of Sa 7 ia. 

THE Imam keeps up a body of regular troops; but their predfe number I could 
not learn. According to common opinion, it confifts ordinarily of four thoufand in¬ 
fantry, raifed chiefly in Hafchid-u-Bekil, and of one thoufand cavalry. 

The principal commanding officers of this army were the four Schiechs of Hamdan, 
Wada, Sefian, and Khaulan. Befide thefe four general officers of high birth, many 
Nakibs or officers of inferior defcent, fome of whom had even been Haves in their 
youthjWere alfo iii the army- Nakib is the higheft title that the Imam can confer. Schiech 
is a title that can only come by defcent, and is peculiar to fovereign princes and inde¬ 
pendent lords. 

^ In time of peace, a foldier ferving in the cavalry has nothing to do but to take care 
of his horfe, and attend the Imam or Dola to the mofque, according as he happens to 
be quartered at Sana, or in one of the provinces. The Arabs are extremely attentive 
to the breeding and management of their horfes. Each horfe is under the care of a 
particular groom. Their headf.are left at liberty; but, to hinder them from kicking, 
they are confined almoft clofe to the ground by the legs. After conduaing their 
mailer home from the mofque, the cavalry perform their exercife, which confifis 
merely in riding after one another at full gallop with their lances couched. As the 
nights are very cold in Yemen, cloths ai-e always put upon the horfes, except when 
they are ridden. 

Moft of thofe who ferve in the cavalry have likewife civil employments, in which 
they occupy themfelves in time of peace. Their arms are lances and fabres. Some 
carry piftols in the holfters of the faddle. They know nothing of the ufe of uniforms; 
eveiy one dreffes after his own fancy. 

The infantry in the garrifons are equally unemployed ; they never ftand as fentinels 
but at the gates of cities. The Dola is attended by foot guards likewife to the mofque; 
they march in rank and file. Four men in arms leap before them with antic geftures. 
On his return from the mofque, theyfalute him with fome irregular difcharges of muf- 
quetry. This too is all the exercife ufed by the infantry- 

I They 
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They are ftill more fuitably clothed than the cavalry. The greater part wear nothing 
but a piece of linen about their loins, and a handkerchief upon their heads. Some are a 
little better drefled, with a blue cap of linen and a Ihirt. 

The Arabs have a Angular way of difplaying their courage in engagements, nor 
unlike the devotement to the infernal gods among the ancients* A foldier, willing to 
iignalize his attachment to his malter, binds his leg to his tliigh, and continues to fire 
away upon the enemy, till either they be routed, or he himfelf be fiain upon the field 
of battle. I could take this only for a fable when it was firft told me; but I was after¬ 
wards convinced of its truth, by a late inftaiice in the cafe of a Schiech of Hafchid-u- 
Bekil, in the Imam’s fervice, who devoted himfelf in this manner, in a battle againft 
his own countrymen. Six flaves charged niulkets for hin\, which he continued to fire 
upon the enemy, till being at laft deferted by the Imam’s troops, and even by his own' 
fervants, he was cut in pieces. 

Thofe armies ufe no artillery. The Arabs know not how to manage cannons. lu- 
fome towns they have renegadoes or vagabond Turks for gunners, little lefs ignorant 
than themfelves. 

The Imam, as he has no dread of enemies or corfairs upon the Arabic Gulph, needs 
not to keep up a naval force. His fubjefts are in general unikilled in navigation, as 
I have had occafion to remark. The filhermen only difcover fome degree of courage 
and dexterity, venturing fer out at feaiii fmall canoes, fcarcely funiilhed with oars. 

Ghap. LSXXVII. —^ Of fhe Arts and Commerce of Yemen. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the natural abilities of the Arabs, the arts receive no en¬ 
couragement, and are totally neglefled in the the Imam’s dominions, and no, lefs 
throughout the neighbouring countries. Books are Icarce in Arabia, becaufe the 
Arabs have a diflike of printed charafters. Their intricate alphabetical writing is belt 
performed with the hand ; they can hardly read books from our jjreffes. It was for 
this reafon, that the attempt of Ibrahim Effendi to introduce printing at Conftan- 
tinople failed of fuccefe, and the renegade was ruined by the projeflr. The Hebrew 
charafters, indeed, are much eafier call, and therefore the Jewifli prelTes at Conftanti- 
nople, Smyrna, and Saloiiica, may poflibly maintain their ground. 

The devotees among the Muflulmans, and chiefly the feft of the Sunnites, have a 
ftrong abhorrence againfl images ; in confequence of which there is neither painter nor 
fculptor in Yemen j but a great many inferiptions are engraven. 

The Turks have fome muficians ; but the Arabs never apply to raufic as a feparate 
art* In Y emen, 1 never heard any mufical inflrument but the drum and the pipe. 

Much gold and -filver work is prepared here j but the workers in thefe precious metals: 
are all Jews and Banians. All the current coin too is ftruck by Jews. 

All Arabian workmen fit while they work; a habit not confident with very great 
aftivity. Ill walking, they have their feet always bare ; as the wearing of their faiidals 
would be troublefoine. Many work with their feet, with little lefs dexterity than with 
their hands. 

The mills'in Yemen are of a veiy fimple conftruHion. But I faw in Tehama an 
oil-prefs wrought by an ox ; and it is furprifing, that the fame mode "of operation has 
never yet been employed in the corn mills. 

The maniifadures of a people of fo little induftry cannot but be very trifling. No 
fabres are maiiufaftured in Yemen, nor any edged weapon, except a fort of crooked 
knives called Jambea. I he making of match-firelocks has been attempted here nithiii 
thefe few years ; it iucceeds but inihue.ejitly. It is only of late that gUfs works have 

been. 
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been eftabliflieiT at Mokha. Some coarfe cloth is manufactured here; but not fo 
much as is required for tiie ufe of the country. Broad cloths are neither made nor 
worn here. The Englilh brought fome goods of this fort to Mokha, but were obliged 
to carry them back to India unfold. 

A country which affords fo few articles for fale, cannot have a great trade. Coffee 
is almoft the foie article exported from Yemen; a valuable commodity, in exchange 
for which many of thofe things which this country needs from abroad may well be 
obtained. 

I have mentioned the imports in my account of the trade of Moklta. All the com¬ 
merce of Yemen is carried on by this port, except only that fome fmall quantities of 
coffee are exported by Lohela and Hodeida. What has been faid, therefore, of the 
trade of Mokha, may be conftdered as relating to the trade of all Yemen. 

Chap. LXXXVIII. — Of the Principal Towns m the Imam's Dominions> 

IN the travels of our whole party, and in my own feparate excurfions, I traverfed 
a great part of the Imam’s dominions, which I have occalionally defcribed in the courfe 
of my narrative. I am now, therefore, only to fpealc of fome places more remote from 
the coaft, which I had not occafion to vifit myfelf, and which yet feem to deferve notice. 
I ffiall mention nothing but what I learned from perfons who had full accefs to certain 
information, 

I have already given a general defcripdon of Tehama, that vaft plain through which 
I travelled from one end of it to the other. I have, therefore, nothing to add to what 
has been faid concerning the governments of Mokha, Haes, Jebid, Beit el Fakih, Ho¬ 
deida, and Loheia, 

In the highlands I faw and have defcribed the governments of Sana, Damar, Jerim, 
Mechader, Dsjobla, Taas, Bellad Akian, Udden, Harras, and Mofhak. The following 
are the other towns and diftriffs, which I know only by hearfay, 

Doran, in which feveral Imams refide, is a very ancient city, fituate on the declivity 
of a mountain, not far from the roads between Sana and Damar. The diftrift is under 
the government of a particular Schiech, as is alfo Dsjebbel Scherki, a great mountain in. 
its vicinity. 

Kataba is a city governed by a Dola, and defended by a llrong citadel, I^ing in a fertile 
Cbuntry, through which paffes a fine river, whofe waters are fifcharged into the fea at 
Aden. In this diflriO: is a range of wild and lofty mountains, bordering on the territories 
of the Imam. 

Hodsjerie was originally a diftrifl: and government belonging to Sana; became after¬ 
wards the domain of the famous Schiech Abd Urrab; but is now reunited to the do¬ 
minions of the Imam, It contains Dimlu, a ftrong city, upon a mountain, which Abul- 
feda calls the King’s Treafury; and Mukatera, a fortrefs faid to be impregnable, which 
ftands upon a lofty and precipitous hill, acceffible only by one narrow path, which^ is 
Ihut up by a gate j but fertile on the fummit in corn, and plentifully fupplied with 
water, 

Ofab is a diftrift held in fief from the Imam by one of his relations. In it are a fmall 
village, and three' ftrong caftles, upon hills. 

Kufina is a fmall town, ftanding upon a high hill. Its confines I had occafion to 
fee, where it meets Tehama. The mountains in it produce coffee, and extend far 
through the interior country. They are free Arabs who inhabit them. Dsjebi, a 
town, with a diftrift of confiderable extent, in which are a number of independent 

Schiechs, 


Ill 
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Suhiechs, lies feither northward. Thefe two diftrias form together the country of 
Remaj the merchants of which are often mentioned in ancient Eftory. It is a fertile 
traa of country, abounding chiefly in grapes and coflFee. 

Homran is an ancient ciLy, with a ruinous citadel. In a hill, In its vicinity, there are 
fafd to be tliree hundred and fisty refervoirs for water cut in the rock. The diftricl 
in which it lies, approaches near to the road between Sana and Beit el Fakih. Burra, a 
large aiid fertile mountain, is comprehended in it. 

Ill the province of Horoifch, extended over the mountains of Melhan, Hands Sefekin* 
ato\TOof conriderabh fize. 

Maiiacha is alio a cinifiderable town, and famous for its fairs. It is the feat of the 
Dola of Kr'rrias. In che heart of his government lies the diltridl of Safan, in which 
bchiech Mecrami iias an almofl: impregnable caftle, which he took, fame years fince, 
by furpiife. ^ 

North weft fi’oni Sana is a mountainous and extenfive tract of country", which is con- 
Mered as belonging to the Imam, Bur many Sc^iiechs are in if, who aclai jwledge not 
this Biince for tiieir Sovereign. He poilefies, however, a number of towns in it, and 
governs thefe by Dolas, whnfe authority is commonly confined within the walls of the 
places of their refidence. Such are the following: 

T. ulla, a ftroiig town, with a citadel, in which a Dola refides, whofe jui'ifdiflion extends- 
over pother final! town with a citadel. The reft of the environs belongs to Schiechs- 
Ill this diltriQ: is Schhaslihpa, a large mountain, on which are more than three hundred 
villages, under the dominion of vai ious Schiechs ^ famous, too, as having been the feat 
of Khaffem, the founder of the reigning family, 

Khamir, a fortified town, fituate in the middle of the territories of the confederates 
of Hafchid-u-Beki!.— It coft the Imam no fmall trouble to retain po0efrioii of this 
town. 

Medem, the capital of Hamdan, in which the Schiech has a palace. This principality 
IS two days journey in length, and one m breadth. It is reckoned among the dominions 
of Sana, becanfe the reigning chief has been made to acknowledge himfelf the Imamus 
vaffaL 

Ainran, a town with a citadei in a fertile country, which once belonged to the allies 
ofHafchid-a-Bekil. ^ i.'d el KIvammei, one of the nioft ancient and famous kings of 
Yemen, is interred in ti::.. diftridt. 

Chap, IiXXXIX. — C, Princes and Schkehs wiihm the Dominions of the hnam* 

ONE of the moft fmgm. and curious fadts in the hlftory of Arabia, is, its having 
always been, even from the nioft remote antiquity, parcelled out among fuch a number 
of petty princes and independent lords. The hiftory of Arabia exhibits, through its 
whole courfe, nearly i.he faiiie political arrangements which appeal' to have prevailed 
in Europe, for fonie centimes, in the middle age; with this diiference only, that 
the Scliiechs have feldom been in a ftate of vaffalage, and never knew the feudal 
government. 

T he nature and local circumftances of Arabia are favourable to the fpirit of inde¬ 
pendence, which diftingtiiihes its inhabitants from other nations, llieir defarts and 
moimtains have always tecnxed them from the encroachments of conqueft. Thofe in¬ 
habiting the plains have indeed been fubdued; but their fervitode has been only tem¬ 
porary; ;md the only foreign powers to whofe arms they have jdelded, have been thofe 
bordering on the two gulphs between which this country lies. 
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Independent Scluechs are tJierc-fore to be found amon^ the Bedouins, or wanderinj; 
Arabs, who efcape oppreffion in confequsnce of the barrennefs of their lands, and of 
the facility with which they retire into the defarts, whither no armies can follow' them ; 
and among the Kobails, or Arabian Highlanders, who inhabit wild and lofty chains of 
mountains, yet of fmlicient fertility to afford fubfi Hence to a frugal race, blocked up by 
their enemies in this retreat. 

Of the latter are the Schiechs eftabUflied witliin the Imam’s dominions. The Kills 
which tliey occupy are high and precipitous, yet cultivated up to their loftiefl peaks, 
and abounding in productions of various forts. Thefe hills arc very difficult of accefs; 
and the paifes through the valleys are ufually barred, either by fortifications, or by 
caflles upon infulated rocks, A circumftance, to fiiew with what eafe the Schiechs de¬ 
fend themfelves, is, that the Imams, although they had little difficulty in expelling 
the Turks from the low country, have never been able, with all their efforts, to reduce 
thofe Highlanders, except only a fmall number who have been brought to recognize their 
territorial fuperiority. 

1 could not learn'the names, either of all thofe Schiechs, or of their dominions. From 
the few, however, that came to^iny knowledge, one may conceive how numerous they 
are; fince the domains of fo many are intermixed through territories of no greater 
extent than thofe of the Imam of S:ma. 

There is not one independent Schiech in the Tehama. But not far from the 
royal reildence, in the province of Sana, is a tribe of Bedouins, denominated Beni 

Dabbean. _ _ • t r 

In the government of Bellad Anes are two Schiechs of eminence, the Schiech of 

Bellad Anes, and of the mountains of Scherki. 

The lofty and extenfive mountain of Samara belongs in part to Schiech Wadey, 
and partly to the Schiech of Beni Haffan: thefe are both vaffals to the Imam. But 
the town of Hofsech, in the vicinity of this mountain, is ruled by an independent 

Schiech. - y. 

The famous hill of Sabbar, which I mentioned in my account of Taoes, is faid to be 
parcelled out among more than a hundred free and hereditary Schiechs, perfeaiy in¬ 
dependent of the Imam, although furrounded on all hands by his territories. This 
fertile mountain confifts of a chain of hills of various heights. 

In the government of Hodsjerie are the Schiechs of Manfora and Afaes. The diftrift 
of Beni Jufof, and the hill of Habbefchi, contain alfo a good number of hereditary 

independent lords. t\ , 

I have already fpokenof the prince of Beni Aklan, who refides at Dorebat, and ol 
the independent Schiechs who poflefs mount Kamara, lying within this principality. In 
giving an account of my excurlion through the highlands of "Yemen, in company with 
Mr. Forfkal, I at the fame time mentioned the prince of Udden, and his dominions. In 
nobility of family, and dignity of rank, thefe two princes are inferior to none in 

Arabia. . . . 

The prince of Ofab is of the Imam’s family, and a valTal to that pnnce j nis pmia- 
pality being a territory that has been detached from the dominions of Sana. 

In no diffritt are there a greater number of confiderable Schiechs than in Kufma, the 
moft weftern range of the coffee mountains. This diftrift, confining entirely of pre¬ 
cipitous hills, planted with coffee trees to the very fummits, is naturally populous, in 
confequence of affording fo profitable a produce as coffee, in fuch abundance. Hence 
it IS that thofe gentry are here fo rich and numerous. I was told of more than thirty, 
who draw large revenues from the markets wittiia their dominions, at which an aftonifh- 
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isg quantity of coffee is Ibid. Thefe Schiechs are all independent, and relide In fortified 
caffles upon the mountains. 

The government of Dsjebi being, with refpeft to external appearance, foil, and pro- 
duaions, precifely of the fame cliarafter as Kufma, is, like it, full of Schiechs of 
eminence, I learned the names of a dozen of them. They live in the fame ffyle as 
the others. 

On Mount Harras, a large hill, fertile in vines, are Ukewife fome caffles, belonging 
to independent lords. This, among other diftricls, was feized by Schiech Mecrami. 

In the territories which have been conquered by the Imams from the allies of Haf- 
chid-u-Bekil, are ftill many free domains. About ten or a dozen of the molt eminent 
Schiechs, are the Schiechs Beni Afchiab, Shemfan, and Marani. Near Tulla, is alfo 
Sejid Machfen of Hadsje, a principality anciently held under the reigning family. 

The mountain Schashara, with its three hundred villages, is fiiared out among a 
great many Schiechs, moft of whom were related to the royal family before its elevation 
to the throne of Sana. 

The prince of Hamdan is diftinguiflied for his power, and the antiquity of his finnily; 
he being defcended from the tribe of Hamdan, which was known long before the days 
of Mahomet. Yet, with thefe advantages, he has been reduced to a ftate of vaffalage, 
probably becaufe his country was too plain and too narrow for defence againft an enemy. 
In tills principality is Muakeb, a city of a fingular conftruftion j its houfes are all cut out 
in the natural rock. 

From this detail, it appears, that the ftate of Yemen is not unlike to that of Germany. 
The Arabs want only a head; they have princes, a body of nobility, and an ariftocratic 
league. But their conftitution is not of recent origin; nor did it take its rife in the 
forefts. It is as ancient as fociety itfelf, and will probably laft while the country endures 
in which nature has eftablilhed it. 

OF THE PROVINCE OF HADRAMAUT. 

Chap. XC. — Of the general CharaSler, and of the Commerce of this Province. 

HADRAMAUT is bounded on the weft by Yemen, on the fouth-eaft by the ocean, 
on the north-eaft by Oman, and on the north by a great defart. It comprehends a wide 
extent of country, efpecially if, with the Arabians, we include in it the dillrifl of Mahhra. 
Mahhra feems to be like Tehama, a fandy plain, extending in breadth, from the fliores 
of the ocean backward to where the hill country commences. Thefe plains have pro¬ 
bably been once covered by the fea. 

Such being the ftate of the coaft, and of the Highlands, Hadraraaut, like Yemen, 
exhibits great diverfities of foil and fnrface. Some parts of it are dry and defart; but 
the hills are extremely fertile, and are mterleifted by well watered vales. 

The inhabitants of this province, too, are divided, like thofe of Yemen, into Arabs 
fettled in towns, wandering Bedouins, and Kobails or Highlanders. A native of Ha- 
dramaut, with whom I had opportunities of converfing, defcribed his country as the 
feat of fcience and reli^on. The other Arabs are lefe favourable in their accounts, 
and not without reafbn, if one may judge from the coarfenefs of the dialett fpoken in 
this province. It differs fo confiderably from that of Yemen, that I needed an inter¬ 
preter to aflift me in converfing with the perfon who entertained me with the above 
pompous eulogium of his country. The religion of his countrymen muff: be a tiflue of 
fentaftic piece* of fuperftidon; for the Sunnites are the prevalent fe£t among them. 
VOL. X. Q Arabia 
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Arabia the Happy, comprehending, as I have above remarked, the two provinces (Jf 
Yemen and Hadramaut, enjoyed, in the remoteft times, a very extenfive commerce. 
Its exports confiited not only in its own productions, but in tbofe of India iifcewife, 
which were brought into its harbours, upon the fliores of the ocean, by veflels from 
India. As the navigation of the Arabic Gulph was always reckoned dangerous, thofe 
articles of merchandize were conveyed by land into Egypt and Syria. The caravans 
were a fource of wealth to the whole nation; the irdiabitants of the towns gained 
by purchafes and fales, and the Bedouins by hiring out their camels. There is, 
therefore, the greateft truth in the accounts of the ancients, which defcribes fo 
pompoufly the opulence of the Happy Arabia, although its prefent Hate be fiir from 
flourifliing. 

Since the Europeans have difcovercd a different route to India, the trade of South 
Arabia has iieceffarily^ declined. To Yemen the lofs is made up by the exportation of 
fuch immenfe quantities of coffee; a traffic begun twe centuries ago, and ftill increaf- 
iug: but Hadramaut, producing little coffee, has no fuch refovirce, and is therefore not 
likely to recover fuddenly from the difadvantagOs which it has fuffered by the lofs of its 
Indian trade. 

Yet this province ftill carries on fome trade in its native productions; for thefe, 
ftiips from Malkat vifit its harbours upon the ocean. The little coffee which it affords, 
incenfe, gum Arabic, dragon’s blood, myrrh, and aloes, are the articles of this trade. 
The incenfe of Arabia is not of the very beft quality; but the aloes of Soccatra, an 
ifle belonging to the princes of Hadramaut, has been always in the very highell 
eftimation. 

The inhabitants of Hadramaut have likewife fome trivial manufactures. Yemen is 
furnilhed from this province ndth coarfe cloths, carpets, and the knives called Jattibea, 
which are hung from the girdle. But the inhabitants of Hadramaut being averfe to a 
maritime life, the trade from their fea ports is all carried on in foreign bottoms. 

Chap. ICI. — Of the Principal Towns in Hadramaut. 

THERE are in Hadramaut a good many confiderable towns, which were known to 
the ancients, perhaps better than they are at prefent. Notwithftanding the pains which 
I took, I could learn the names only of a few of thofe places. What I know of the reft,, 
I had from fome perfons not very well acquauited with the prefent ftate of Hatlramaut. 
1 lhall repeat what was told me conceriiing fome of thofe cities. 

Schibam, a large city, and the feat of a powerful prince, is eight days journey diftant 
from Sana, and' ten from Mareb. An Arabian from Mareb i^ormed me, that he had 
not found a fingle village in Dsjof, on his way from his native city; but that, as he 
ti unveiled through Hadramaut, he had been in feveral confiderable' towns. Schibam 
fsems fo be the Saba of the ancients, from which the Sabteans were denominated. This 
people occupied the fouthern parts of Arabia, before Mareb became the capita! of their 

empire. « j r 

I)oan, in which a Schiech reftdes, is five and twenty days journey eaftward from 
Sana, and eleven from Kefchim. An inhabitant Of Doan, whom I met with in Yemen, 
told me, that it was a larger and more elegant city than Sana. _ . ; 

Dafar is a well known fea port town, from 'which incenfe, called* in Arabia Oliban or 
Libaii, is exported. This incenfe is not nearly fo good as that of India. The Arabians 

are bliiiutd for felling both their iiicerile and their gum without purifying them. Ihis 
, neglett 
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negieS opcafiolSs a deterioration in the quality, and a redu£lion in the price. A Schiech 
likewife refides in Diifar. 

KeTchim is a fea port towTi, and the feat of a fovereign prince. Its inhabitants are 
faid to be highly civilized, and to receive all llrangers hofpitably. The Englifii fome- 
times yifit this harbour, 

Merbat and Hafek are two cities, known only for the tralEc which their inhabitants 
carry on in incenfe produced in that neighbourhood. The quantity of this incenfe is not 
;fo confiderable as that which comes from Dafar; but it is better in quality than that 
.from Schgehhr. The great confumption of incenfe in the Indian temples, and even in 
private houfes, through fome countries in the Eaft, is what cliiefly occaiions the demand 
for this article. It is not ufed in the mofques. 

Ainad is a confiderable town, thirteen days journey from Kefchim, and feven from 
Schaehhr. An inhabitant of this town, whom 1 faw in Maflsat, told me, what divers 
other Arabians confirmetl, that the tomb of the ancient prophet Kachtan or Jaktan, 
mentioned in the Koran, Hands within a day’s Journey of Ainad. Even before the days 
of Mahomet, pilgrims ufed to vifit (his tomb. The inhabitants of Hadramaut Hill aflemble 
at a certain time to perform their devotions there. A famous fair is held at it. It is 
remarked, that all pilgrimages to one place, for fo many centuries, owe their continued 
exiftence to commerce. 

TJiis f^e Arab from Ainad named to me more than a fcore of cities, in the interior 
parts of the province, which he had vifited. As I know nothing of them but their 
names, I lhall not fet down the bare lift. 

There are alfo feveral fea ports, concerning which I could obtain Ho particular in¬ 
formation. What was particularly ftriking in the lifts of names mentioned to me, w'as 
the remarkable referablance of the names of many of the prefent cities in Hadramaut, to 
thofe of the cities of Arabia fpoken of by the nioft ancient hiftorians. Many of thefe 
eftabh'lhments, in this province, inuft have exifted in the fame ftate from the moft re^ 
mote antiquity'* 

Thefe obfervations lead me to think, that a journey through this province might 
prove at leaft no lefs interefting than our journey through Yemen. The difficulties at- 
teirding fuch an expedition, could not be greater than thofe which we had to ftruggle 
with. I was acquainted with a Turk, who related to me with what eafe and fafety he had 
vifited the feveral fea port towns in South Arabia. The inhabitants of that coaft, re¬ 
membering the wealth which ftrangers ufed to bring thither in former times, and long 
accuftomed to receive them well, would undoubtedly give Europeans a favourable re¬ 
ception at prefent. 

Chap. XCII. — Of the Princes in Hadramaut. 

THE Bedouins, and inhabitants of the hills, have here, as well as through the reft 
of Arabia, a number of independent Scliiechs; but, not knowing particulars, I can fay 
nothing of them. ■' 

The coafts, and the adjacent country, are ftiared among fovereigns of higher dignity, 
whom travellers have called Kings, although they take only the title of Schiech or 
Sultan. 1 he Schiech of Schibam I have,already mentioned as one of the moft powerful, 

Doan belongs to a Schiech, whom I believe to be a defeendant of Mahomet, and of 
the family of the Imams; for he who reigned in 1763 was called Sejidifa el Amudi. 
In a neighbouring city, are the tombs of all the princes of tile illuftrious houfe of 
Amudi. 

Q 2 
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The Schiech of Dafar is alfo a Sovereign Prince ; but 1 know not cither his name, 
or the extent of his power. 

He of Kefchim, called by fome travellers. King of Fartak, is the moft powerful. 
His doniinions comprehend a coufiderable number of cities, among which is that of 
Fartak; and hence the fancied kingdom of Fartak, reprefented in various maps. One 
of the princes of Kefchim may have, fome rime or other, refided in that city, and may 
thus have given rife to the idea of a Sovereign of Fartak, Befide his pofleflions on the 
continent, the Schiech of Kefchim is likewil'e Lord of the ifland of Soccatra, or Socca- 
tora, famous for its aloes. The prefumptive heir to the reigning Schiech is always 
governor of this Ifland, which feems to have belonged to thefe Arabian Princes from 
time immemorial. Arrian relates that, in the period concerning which he writes, it 
■was fubjeft to the Sovereigns of the incenfe country. The firfl Portuguefe who vifited 
Arabia found the Prince of Kelchim Hill in the undifturbed poflefliou of this part of the 
ancient dominions of his family. 

The principality of Ainad muft be extenfive, if the account may be credited, which f 
received from a native of a city of the fame name. But I have reafon to fufpeft, that 
the Sovereign of Ainad Is one of thofe Sultans of Jafa who have conquered fome terri¬ 
tories in Hadnimaut. 

I'here are probably ftill other fovereign Hates in this widely extended province. But 
I had not opportunities of acquiring farther knowledge of a country, which, for many 
Jtafons, defcrves to be better known, 

OP THE PROVINCE OF OMAN. 

Chap. XCIII, — Of Oman in general. 

THF. province of Oman is bounded on the ea/t by the ocean j on the north by 
the Perfian Gulph j on the weft and the fouth by extenfive delkrts. I viflted no part of 
it, but the environs of Maflcat; and, therefore, do not fpeak concerning it from perfoiial 
obfervation. 

It is pofleffed by a number of petty Sovereigns, the moll confiderable of whom is the 
Imam of Oman or Malkat. The Princes of Dsjau, Gabria, Gafar, Rank, Gabbi, 
Dahhara, Makaniat, and Seer, have the title of Schiech. 

The whole weftern fide of Oman is one fandy plain, a day’s journey in length, and 
extending from the village of Sib to tlie town of Sohar. The Imam’s territories are 
mountainous to the very brink of the fliore. The rivers continue to flow tlu'oughout 
the year, all, except that near which Sohar ftands, which, traverfing an arid plain, lofes 
itfeif among the fands, and reaches the fea only ip the rainy feafon. 

The country aftbrds plenty of cheefe, barley, lentiles, vrith feveral different forts of 
grapes. Of dates fuch abundance is here produced, as to yield an annual ex|brtation 
of feveral fliips ladings and there is variety of other fruits, and ofpulfe. Here are alfo 
lead and copper mines. Fifties are fo plentiful upon the coafl, and fo eafJy caught, as to 
beufed not only for feeding cows, affes, and other domefticaniinals, but even as manure 
to the fields. 

The inhabitants are of different fe£te in religion, and mutually regard one another as 
heretics. The fubjetts of the Imam follow one Muffulman dodor; thofe of the Schiechs 
anotlvsr. 
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Chap. XCIV. — Of the Terrlferies <f the Imam of Oman, or Majkaf. 

IHE territory pofleffed by the Imam of Oman is pretty extenfive, and contains a 
good many towns, mofi; of which are but little known. 1 (hall mention only fome few 
particulars, which I learned concerning the more remarkable among them. 

Roftak, a ciiy at fome diftance from the fea, is the feat of the Sovereign. In its neigh¬ 
bourhood is Dsjebbel Akdar, the higheft and largeft mountain in Oman, and dilHnguithed 
for its fertility in fruits, efpedally grapes. Sohar is an ancient and celebrated city, but 
greatly decayed. 

Soutli from Roftak, ftands Kalbat, an ancient city, which was once in a flouriiltin'^ 
condition. ° 

The Imam of Oman poffefies alfoRiloa and Sinsjibar, upon the eaftern coaft of Africa, 
■which were, not long fince, conquered by one of his aiiceftors. 

The moft important and heft known city in the dominions of this Imam is Malkat; 
in confequence of which, he is, by many travellers, called King of Malkat. It ftands 
at one end of a beautiful plain, bclide a fmall gulph, encompaffed with fteep rocks, 
forming an excellent harbour, in which the largeft veffels may find flielter. Tiiis 
harbour is likewife protefled by forts j and the city thus fortified both by art and 
mature. 

Arrian calls it Mofca, and fpeaks of it as bring, even then, a great emporium of the 
trade of Arabia, Perfia, and India. Malkat has ever enjoyed this advantage, and even 
at prefent pofleffes a conftderable trade. The Portuguefe made themfelves mafters of 
kin 1508. ^ Two churches, one of which is now a magazine, and the other tlie houfe 
of the Waii or Governor, ftill remain to fiiew that they were once eftabliflied here. An 
hundred -and fifty years after their conqueft of Malkat, the Portuguefe were driven hence 
by the Arabs, through the treacherous aid of a Banian, who had been robbed of his 
daughter by the Portuguefe governor. 

In no other Mahometan city are the Banians fo numerous as in Malkat; their number 
in tliis city amounts to no fewer than twelve hundred. T hey are permitted to live agree¬ 
ably to their own laws, to bring their wives hither, to fet up idols in their chambers, and 
to burn their dead. If a Banian intrigues here with aMuffulmanwoiiian, government 
does not treat him with the fame feverity as he would meet with elfewhere- 

With relperi to the Imam’s revenue, I could learn nothing, but that the duties levied 
upon merchant goods amount to about 100,000 rupees.. At Malkat, Europeans pay five 
per cent, upon imports ; Mahometans fix and a half; and Jews and Banians feven per 
cent. The Imam’s natural fubjeds pay fix per cent, in kind, upon dates exported j 
which are the principal article that the country affords. 

Chap. XCV. — Of the Revolutims of Oman» 

THERE are in Oman three very ancient and ilhiftrious families j thofe of Gafari, 
Hamani, and Arrabi- The latter pretends to be defcended from the Koreifch of 
Mecca, who were famous before the days of Mahomet. However this may be, the 
family of Arrabi have long reigned at Malkat, but arc not at prefenc in poireflion of 
the fupreme power. The events which degraded them from the throne are conneded 
with the hiftory of Nadir Schah, the laft Monarch of Perfia» la order to conveys 

7 diftind;' 
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diftinfl: ideas of them, it will be necef&u y to go back to fome things that happened in 
the laft century. 

Imam Malek, of the houfe of Arrabi, was mafler of all Oman, and added to his 
dominions, by conqueft, Kunk, Kifclune, Hormus, and Baharein. His fon ftill extended 
thefe conquefts, making himfelf mailer of Kiloa and Sinsjibar, in Africa. But, in 
the reign of his grandfon Ben Seif, the new Monarch of Perfia, Schah Nadir fent 
an army to conquer Oman. The Perfians loft many of their number among the 
hills, and were repulfed. Ben Seif accordingly continued to occupy the throne till 
his death. 

Upon his deceafe, Mohammed Gafari, prince of Gabrin, made himfelf mafter of the 
greater part of Oman, and alTumed the title of Imam. His fon El Nafer proved un¬ 
able to maintain the conquefts of his father. Seif el Afdi, fon to the laft Imam of the 
family of Arrabi, made himfelf be proclaimed Imam, and forced Nafer to content hhii- 
felf with his patrimony, the principality of Gabrin. 

Imam Seif el Afdi was an indolent voluptuous prince. Not content vrith a nume¬ 
rous Haram, he would occafionally attempt the chaftity of his fubjefts daughters. He 
addifted himfelf to the ufe of wine and ftrong liquors. He neglefted his- aftairs ; and, 
not paying his foldiers, who were Caffre Haves, fuffered them to harafs and pillage his 
fubjedls. This conduct rendered Iiim fo odious, that Sultan Murfched, one of his rela¬ 
tions, eafily'^procured himfelf to be proclaimed Imam, and took poffellion of aimoft all 
Oman. 

Malkat ftill reittained in allegiance to Imam Seif; and he maintained himfelf in it, 
by means of four Ihips of war, and of the profits of its trade. But, becoming yet more 
odious to the few fubjefts who ftill obeyed him, by perfeverance in bis imprudent 
condufl:, he foon found it impoffible to ftand out longer. In this extremity, he 
Tefolved rather to yield up his dominions to the Perfians, than to his relation Imam 
Murfched. 

Sailing to Perfia, with fome veffels w^hich ftill remained to him, he obtained from 
Nadir Schah a fleet, under the eonnnand of Mirza Toelti Khan, Governor of Schiraz. 
The Perfian Admiral, upon arriving at Oman, made Imam Seif drunk, and feized 
Malkat, with its citadels. Seif not knowing well what to do, purfued his rival Murfched 
'with the Perfian forces, till Murfched, reduced to defpair by the lofs of his friends, died 
by a voluntary death. Imam Seif died himfelf foon after, at Roftak, oppreffed with the 
mortification of finding himfelf duped by the Perfians. 

Toeki Khan, on his return to Schiraz, revoked againft Nadir Schah, and fought to 
eftablilh himfelf in thefovereignty of Farfiftan. It is well known, how that the Perfian 
Monarch quaflied this rebellion, and pumflied its author. But thefe difturbances with¬ 
drew the attention of the Perfians from the aftairs of Arabia, and made them negleft to 
keep up the garrifon in Malkat. 

Chap. XCVI. — Of the mpting Imam, 

AT the period of Tceki Khan’s expedition iijto Oman, there was atSohar a governor 
;of the name of Achmed ben Sajid, a native of a finall town within the Imam’s dominions. 
‘This Achmed, being a man of ability and enterprife, and feeing that, after the death of 
the two Imams, he fliould be under aneceflity of febmitting to fuch potent enemies as 
the Perfians, made his peace with the invaders, and managed matters fo well, that Tceki 
Khan confirmed hhn in his government. 

g During 
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During the civil wars in Perfia, a prince of Rank, of the houfe of Arrabi, the prince 
of Seer, and a nobleman named Bel Arrab, had fiiared among therafelves the fpoils of 
the laft Imam. Bel Arrab had even aflumed the title. 

Achmed, felzing the Perfian officers in Malkatby furprife, forced the garrifo" 
render^ and made himfelf mailer of the city, without any effufton of b' -/* . 

his intereft the firft Kadi, whoofficiates as Mufd in Omar obfainedfrom h^dlci! 
fion,that he as the deliverer of his country, to be raifed to the dignity of Its 

Sovereign. In virtue of this decifion, ^.climed was proclaimed atMattcat, Iiriam ofOniim. 

As l^n as iiimn Bei heard tliis news, he prepared to attack his rival widi an 

AAife thoufand men. Achmed, too weak for refiftance, retired into a 
fortrds ^mong the hills, in which he w'as iiiyefted by his enemy, and would have been 
obliged to fuxrender himfelf, had he not happily efcaped in the difguife of a camel 
driver. Being beloved in his former government, he found means to affemble fome 
hundreds of men, and with tliele marched againft Bel Arrab, whofe army was ftili 
encamped among the hills. He divided his little troop into detachments, who feized 
the pafTes of the valleys, and founded their trunipets. 'Be! Arrab, fuppofing himfelf to 
be circumvented by a ftrorig army, was ftruck with a panic, fled, and was llain in his 
flight by a fon of Achmed. 

After the defeat and death of Bel Arrab, no perfon gave Imam Achnied ben Sajid 
any further difturbance in the poffeffion of the throne of Omam, except a fon of 
Imam Murfched, who has niade fonie unfuccefsful efforts to deprive him of the fovereign 
authority. Notwithftanding thde attempts, the reigning Imam -has yielded up to his 
rival the town of Nalihel, with the territory belonging to it. A brother and two fons 
of the laft Imam, of the ancient family, are ffill living, in a private ftatioii indeed, but 
in circumftances fo opulent, that they maintain three or four hundred Oaves. The 
reigning Imam has married the daughter of one of thofe princes; thus connefUng his 
^xvn family with the nloft illuflrious peribns m his doniimons. It may be prefiimed, 
therefore, that the reigning family, although but iiewdy royal, may continue to keep 
poffeffion of the throne. 

In 1765, Imaili Achmed had reigned fixteen years,'to the fiill fadsfaflion of his. 
fubjefts. He faw juftice promptly and uprightly adniihiftered, without partiality to 
rank or religion. Theft was fcarce ever heard of. At Maikat goods remained faiely 
in the ftreets by night j and few were at the pains to bolt their doors- The reigning 
Imam’s troops confift chiefly of Caffre flaves, who are well paid, armed with match- 
firelocks, and ftriilly clifciplined. Imam SeiPs fiaves and foldiers were very thievifli ^ 
ftrangers had mofl to fear from them who were guardians of the public fecurity. 

To eke out his fcanty revenue, the Prince does not difdain to deal himfelf in trade. 
He keeps four fhips of war, and a number of fmail veffels, which, in time of peace, he 
employs in the conveyance of goods, chiefly to and firom the eaftern coalt of Africa^ 
where he poffefles fliill Kilda and Sinjibar. Some other fliips are kept to guard the 
coaft; but this they do fo iiegligeody, or fearfully, that pirates xxntord into the very 
road of Mafkat, 

The inhabitants of Oman, although not fond of fea fights, are neverthelefs the beft 
mariners in all Arabia, They have feveral good harbours, ^ and employ many fmall 
veffels in the navigation between Jidda and Bafra, To this laft town there come an¬ 
nually fifty fuch veffels, called Trscnkia; the ftrufture of which.! defcribed in the 
account of our paffage from Jidda to Lohda. They are fewed together without nails, 
the planks being bound with cofds- 

Two numerous tribes of Arabs are chiefly empl(>yed in carrying coffee by fea; One 
of tliefe tribes once dwelled on the ihoxes of the l^erfian. Gulph j but, bemg haraffed 
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by turbulent neighbours, at length fought refuge in the dominions of the Imam 
of Omam. 

Chap. XCVII. — Of the Principality of Seen 

THIS petty fovercignty extends from Cape MuflfenJom along the Perfian Gitlph- 
The Perfians call it tlie country of Dsjulfar, another cape near Muflendom. The 
Europeans alfo have tlius learned to call thele people tlie Arabs of Dsjulfar. 

The other Arabs call it Seer, from the town of the fame name, which has a good 
harbour, and is the feat of the Schiech. He formerly polfelTed, and indeed ftill retains, 
the ifle of Scharedsje, with foine confiderable places upon the oppofite fide of the Gulph, 

among which are Kunk and Lundsje. ^ _ <• . r t. • 

This country not long fince acknowledged the fovereign authonty of the Imam; but it 
has withdrawn ilfelf from this condition of dependence ; and the Schiech often goes to 
■war with his old mailers. Tet he is not ftrong enough to defend lii^elf without 
afiillance; and therefore takes care to live in a good underftanding with the other 
independent Schiechs, efpedally with the Schiech of Dsjau, whofe dominions lie weft- 

•ward from Oman. _ • . r 

The prince of Seer makes fome figure among the maritime powers in thefe parts. 
His navy is one of the moll confiderable in the Perfian Gulph. His fubjeds are much 
employed in navigation, and carry on a pretty extenfive trade. 

OF THE PROVINCES OF LACHSA AND NEDSJED. 

Chap. XCVIII. — Of Lacbfa in particular. 

THIS country is bounded towards the eaft by the Perfian Gulph, towards the fouth 
by Oman, -weftward by the province of Nedsjed, and northward by the territories of 
the wandering Arabs in the neighbourhood of Bafra. 

It is alfo denominated Hadsjar, and fometimes Bahhrein. The latter of thefe names, 
in ilria propriety, belongs only to the ifland of Aual, and tlie fmall illes depending 
upon it. 

Lachfa affords no great variety of prpduftlons. Its afles and camels are eJleemed to 
be of an excellent breed ; and, of the latter, fome thoufands are annually fold into 
Syria. In the interior parts of this province, the inhabitants live much upon dates: 
Upon the coafts, pearl-fifliing is followed with advantage; and there is a confiderable 
ti'ade in foreign commodities. 

With refpea to religion, the inhabitants of Lachfa are divided. Thofe living in the 
towns are Shiites j but the pedants are, |ike the Bedouins, Sunnites. Here are alfo 
Jew'S, and a great many Sabaeans, or Chriftians of St. John. 

This country was once a province of the Ottoman empire. The Arabs have long 
fince, however, fliaken off the Ottoman yoke. Many Turks, defcended from the 
ancient Pachas, ftill remain in the province, and enjoy confiderable eftates, but have no 
fliare in the government. 

The province of Lachfa belongs in fovercignty at prefent to the Schiech of the Ara¬ 
bian tribe of Beni Khaled. The reigning iSchiech, in 1765, was Arar. The tribe of 
Beni Khaled is one of the moft powerful in Arabia. They are fo far fpread through 
the defart, as often to harafs the caravans paffing between Bagdad and Xaleb. The 
grater part of Lachfa is inhabited by Bedouins, and other petty tribes ; but thefe all 

acknowledge the dominion of the Schiech of Beni Khaled. 
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I could learn nothing concerning the cities in the interior parts of this province. 
Lachfa, the feat of the reigning Schiech, is probably a large city, containing confiderable 
buildings. 

Katlr^ a town of Ibme magnitude, ftands upon the coaft, at the diftance of about five 
German miles from the ifle of Bahhrein. The inhabitants earn theii' fubfiftence by the 
pearl fifiiery. When any are too poor to filh at their own nils and expence, they hire 
their labour to ftranger adventurers, who refort hither in the hotter months of the 
year, the feafon for the filhing. The air of this country is, however, believed to be 
very infalutary in fummer. The ruins of an old Portuguefe fortrefe are ftill to be feen 
near this place. 

Koueit or Gram, as it is called by the Perfians and Europeans, is a fea port town, 
three days journey from Zobejer, or old Bafra. The inhabitants live by the filhery of 
pearls and of filhes. They are faid to employ in this fpecles of naval induftry more than 
eight hundred boats. In the favourable feafon of the year, this town is left almoft defo- 
late, every body going out either to the filhing, or upon Ibme trading adventure. Grsen 
is governed by a particular Schiech, of the tribe of Othema, who is a vaffal to the 
Schiech of Lachfa, but foraetimes spires at independence. In fuch cafes, when the 
Schiech of Lachfa advances with his army, the citizens of Grasn retreat, with their 
effects, into the little ifland of Feludsje. Near Grsen are the remains of another 
Portuguefe fortrefs. 

Between the territories of the Schiech of Lachfa, and the dominions of the fovereign 
of Oman, are a numerous tribe, denominated A 1 Mufillim, and poffeffing feveral 
confiderable towns, the names of which are unknown to me. 

Chap. XCIX. — Of the Province ofNedsjed. 

THIS province is of vaft extent. It comprehends all the interior parts of Arabia, 
lym^ between the provinces which I have above briefly defcribed, and the defart of 
Syria. The foil is various ; among the hills fertile, and bearing abundance of fruits, 
specially dates j but, being bounded by arid trails of country, its rivers are only Ihort 
ftreams, which, after palling through the valleys, have their waters abforbed in the fandy 
plains, before they can reach the ocean. Upon this account, the inhabitants are, in 
^ny places, obliged to dig deep wells; and cultivation is there difficult, or almoft 
impolTible. 

Bedouins inhabit a great part of this province. The remainder is mountainous, 
lull of cidesand villages, and parcelled out among fo many petty fovereigns, that almoft 
every little town has its own Schiech. Formerly when the power of tlie Sherriffes was 
at Its height, many of thefe Schiechs, who were fituate in the vicinity of Hedjas, were 
obliged to pay tribute to the Sherrifie of Mecca. At prefent they pay nothing. 

T. he inhabitants of this vaft country refemble the other Arabs in their moral qualities; 
mey are at once robbers and hofpitable. As thofe petty fovereigns are lb numerous in 
NeuFjed, it is impoffible for any traveller to pals fafely through this country; the firft 
Schiech whofe^ territory he enters, will be fure to rob him, if it were only to prevent 
a neiff iiboiH with whom he is at war from profiting by this abl of rapacity, if he himfelf 
Ihoujd abftain from it. The caravan, indeed, travels fafe between Oman and Mecca, 
becaide it confifts of beggars from whom nothing is to he gained. But the Schiechs of 
Nedsjed levy a contribution upon the caravan from Bagdad, on its way to Mecca, in 
t le ame manner as the Schiechs of Hedjas levy contribudons upon thofe from Syria 
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and Egypt I have, however, learned that the inhabitants of Nedsjed carry on a conii- 
derable trade among thcnifelves, and with their immediate neighbours ; and it is there¬ 
fore not improbable that an European might travel in fafety, even through this remote 
part of Arabia. 

The people appear to be of a very warlike charafter, and are almoft conftantly in 
arms. It is faid that none of their young men is fullered to marry till alter he has 
performed fome gallant aftion. 

Nedsjed is divided into two wide diftricts j El Arad, which joins Oman; and El 
Kherdsje, ftretching to the confines of Yemen. Several of the towns in El Arad were 
named to me j among others, El Aijtene, the birth place of the new prophet Abd ul 
Wahheb, of whom I Ihall fliortly fpeak. 

In the diftria of El Kherdsje, extending northward from Hedjas to the defart, k the 
city of Imam, famous, even before the days of Mahomet, for being the native city of 
Mofeilama, who fet himlelf up for a prophet. This diftrict contains alfo many other 
cities. 

North from Nedsjed, and about ten days journey from Bagdad, is the famous 
mountain of Schamer, of confiderable extent and fertility. Between this moun¬ 
tain and Syria is a hilly tra£l of country, denominated Dsjof al Sirhan, populous and 
cultivated. 


Chap. C. — 0 / the new Religion of a Part of Nedsjed. 

IN this province are Sabseans, or Chriftians of St. John, and a few Jews. Its other 
inhabitants are all Mahometans, and were once rigid Sunnites. Some time fince, a 
new religion fprang up in the diftria of El Ared. It has alre^y produced a revoluuon 
in the government of Arabia, and will probably hereafter influence the ftate of this 

country ftill farther. . r . 

The founder of this religion was one Abd ul Wahheb, a native of Aijsene, a town m 
the diftria of El Ared. This man, in his youth, firft ftudied at home thofe fciences 
which are chiefly cultivated in Arabia; he afterwards fpent fome time at Bafra, and 
made feveral journies to Bagdad, and through Perfia, ^ 

After his return to his native place, he began to propagate his opinions 
countrymen, and fucceeded in converting feveral independent Schiechs, whole lubjeas 

confequently became followers of this new prophet. . r i 

Thefe Schiechs, who had hitherto been almoft conftantly at war among themlelves, 
were now reconciled by the mediation of Abd ul Wahheb, and agreed to undertake 
nothing in fiiture without confulfing their apoftle. By this aflociation, the bailee of 
power in Nedsjed was deftroyed ; Thofe petty Schiechs, who could maintam them mde- 
pendenceagalnft any of the members of the league feparately, were unable to relift die 
whole aaing together. Wars alfo became, from the fame caules, more keen and ire- 
quent, religion now intermingling itfelf with other grounds of difpute. 

^ Abd ul Wahheb having thus reduced great part of El Ared, the Schiechs who were 
worfted, called in to their afliftance Arar, Schiech of Lachfa. That prince, trom 
motives as well of policy as of religion, complied with their requeft, and lent an army 
into El Ared. This army being defeated by Abd ul Wahheb, Schiech Arar niched 
thither himfelf, at the head of four thoufand men, with a train of aiuHery, conlilting ot 
three old pieces of camion and a mortar. He laid fiege to a fortrefs landing on a Ml; 
but as he could make no ufe of his artillery, he was compelled, after fuffenng fome 
Ioffes, to return, to Lachfa. j 
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I have already given fome account of the adventures of Schiech Mecrami of Neds* 
jeran ; and I at the fame time mendoned that he was in fome fort the head of a parti¬ 
cular feft. An Arabian of Lachfa told me, that there was a great fimilarity between 
the principles of Abd ul Wahheb, and thofe of Schiech Mecrami, It feems to be fo. 
At leaft thofe two innovators in religion muft have been good friends ; otherwife 
Schiech Mecrami could not have paffed through Nedsjed with afmall army, to attack 
the potent chief of Lachfa, as he did in 1764- It Ihould feem, that he had joined Abd 
ul Wahheb, or rather his fon Mahomet, who had by this time Jucceeded his father, in 
order to reduce the Sunnite Schiechs, I was even told, that thcfe two afting in con¬ 
cert, had fubdued many of their neighbours. The reft wrote to all the Arabs in 
the neighbourhood of Bafra, during the time of my ftay in that city, begging their 
affiftance. 

After the death of Abd ul Wahheb, his fon retained the fame authority, and con¬ 
tinued to profecute his views. He fuftains the fupreme ecclefiaftical charaQ:er m El 
Ared. The hereditary Schiechs of the final I ftates in that country, which were once 
independent, do indeed ftill retain a nominal authority; but Mahommed is, in fa£t, 
fovereign of the whole. He exafts a tribute, under the name of Sikka, or aid, for the 
purpofe of carrying on the war againft the infidels. 

The Sunnites complain of his perfecudon. But, more probably, this bigotted and 
fuperftitious feft hate and calumniate Mahomet for his innovations in religion. How¬ 
ever the matter be, certain it is, that fuch of the inhabitants of Nedsjed as are unwil¬ 
ling to embrace the new religion are retiring to other parts of the country, Zobejer, 
the ancient Bafra, which had decayed to little better than a hamlet, has been peopled 
By thefe refugees, and is now a large town. 

As I had no opportunity of becoming acquainted with any of the difciples of this 
new religion, I can fay nothing pofidve with relpeO: to its tenets, 1 had a converfation 
upon this head, indeed, with an Arabian Schiech, who had been accuftomed from his 
youth to travel with merchants through all Arabia, and had vifited the principal ciries 
in Nedsjed. This Bedouin Schiech, who appeared to be an intelligent man, gave me 
the following account of the religion in queftion* 

Abd ul Wahheb taught, that God is the only proper objeQ: of worfiiip and invo- 
carion, as the creator and governor of the world. He forbade the invocation of faints, 
and the very mentioning of Mahomet, or any other prophet, in prayer, as praftices 
favouring of idolatry. He confidered Mahomet, Jefus Chrift, Mofes, and many others, 
refpefted by the Sunnites in the charafter of prophets, as merely great men, wBofe 
hiftory might be read with improvement; denying, that any book had ever been 
written by divine infpiration, or brought down from heaven by the angel Gabriel. He 
forbade, as a crime againft Providence, the making of vows, in the manner of the Sun¬ 
nites, to obtain deliverance from danger. 

This account of the Schiech does not entirely accord with what was told me by fome 
Sunnites, of the doftrines of Abd ul Wahheb. But, upon this head, it would be 
unfiiir to give credit to the difciples of a fuperftitious fe£t, whofe falfe opinions are all 
combated by the new religion. 

The Muflulman religion, as profeffed by the Sunnites, is fiirely far different from 
what it was inftiruted by Mahomet. This fe£t follow the authority of fome commen¬ 
tators, who explain the Alcoran by their own whimfies, and exalt their private opinions 
into doftrines of the Mahometan fyftem. It acknowledges a long train of faints, who 
are invoked in cafes of neceffity, and to whom many abfurd miracles are afcrlbed, and 
thefe faid to have been wrought in favour of perfons who addreifed themfelves to the 

R 2 faiaUj 


124 TRAVEI.S IN ARABIA, BY CARSTEN NIEBUHR. 

faints, in preference to God. It gives faith to the virtues of amulets, and the efficacy 
of foolifh vows. In fhort, it has gradually adopted many pieces of fuperftition, which 
are condemned in the Alcoran, and juftihed oidy by the {trained interpretations of the 
doftors. Other fe£ts, fuch for inftance, as that or the Zeidites, have corrupted the 
religion of Mahomet lels ; although even among them it is far from remaining in its 
original purity. 

The new religion of Abd ul Wahheb deferves therefore to be regarded as a refor¬ 
mation of Mahometifm, reducing it back to its original firaplicity. He has gone farther 
perhaps, than forae other reformers ; but an Arab can hardly be expedled to a£t in 
iiich matters with a delicate hand. Experience will here Ihew, whether a religion, fo 
ftripped of every thing that might fer\'e to ftrike the fenfes, can raaintam its ground 
among fo rude and ignorant a people as the Arabs. 

The impofture of Schiech Mecrami is nowife inconfiftent with the fpirlt of refor¬ 
mation. The Schiech, taking advantage of the rudenefs of his countrymen, has 
impreffed them with a fanatical idea of the efficacy of his prayers, giving out, that he 
obtains in this way whatever he aflcs from God. This confidence in the power of prayer 
is not inconfiftent with fimplicity of doftrine. We have among ourfelves inftances, 
that are apt to feize upon the mind, in an age illuminated by fcience, and profeffing 
thepureftof religions. 

OF THE INDEPENDENT ARABIAN STATES UPON THE SEA-COAST OF PERSIA. 

Chap. CL — the Arabs inhabiting around the Perjlan Gulpb, 

OUR geographers are wrong, as I have elfewhere remaiked, in reprefenting a part 
of Arabia as fubjett to^ the monarchs of Perlia. So far is it jfrom being fo, that, on 
the contrary, the Arabs polTels all the fea-coaft of the Perfian empire, from the mouths 
of the Euphrates, nearly to thofe of the Indus. 

Thefe fettlements upon the coaft of Perlia belong not, indeed, to Arabia properly 
fo called. But, lince they are independent of Perlia, and ufe the fame language, and 
exhibit the fame manners, as the native inhabitants of Arabia, I lliall here fubjoin a brief 
account of them. 

It is impoffible to afcertain the period at which the Arabians formed their fettlements 
upon this coaft. Tradition affirms, that they have been eftablifhed here for many cen¬ 
turies. From a variety of hints in ancient Tiiftory, it may be prefumed, that the Arabian 
colonies occupied their prefent lituation in the time of the firft kings of Pei'iia. There 
is a ftriking analogy between the manners afcribed to the ancient Ichthyophagi, and 
thofe of thefe Arabs. 

They live nearly in the fame manner, leading a feafaring-life, and employing them- 
felves in liffiing, and ingathering pearls. They ufe little other food.but filli and dates \ 
and they feed alfo their cattle upon fiffi. 

They prize liberty as highly as do their brethren in the defart. Almoft every dif¬ 
ferent town has its own Schiech, who receives hai'dly any revenue from his fubjefts; 
but, if he has no private fortune, muft, like his fubjefe, fupport hirafelfby hisinduftry, 
either hi carrying goods, or in fiffiing. If the principal inhabitants happen to be dilfa- 
tisfied with the reigni n g Schiech, they depofe him, and choofe another out of the 

fame family. u . 

Their arms are a match-firelock, a fabre, and a buckler. All their fiflimg boats 
firve occafionally as flnps of war. But a fleet like tliis, that muft frequently ftop to 
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take filh for food, when they fliould purfue the enemy, can never perform any very 
great exploits. Their wars are mere fldrmiflies and inroads, never ending in any deci- 
five aflion, but producing lafting quarrels, and a ftate of continual hoftility. 

Their dwellings are fo paltry, that an enemy would not take the pains to demolifli 
them. And as from this circumllance, thefe people have nothing to lofe upon the 
continent, they always betake themfelves to their boats at the approach of ait enemy, 
and lie concealed in ibrne ille in the Gulph till he have retreated. They are convinced 
that tlie Perfians will never think of fettling on a barren Ihore, where they w'ould be. 
infefted by all the Arabs who frequent the adjacent feas. 

Thefe Arabs are Sunnites. They regard the Perfians, who are Shiites, with abhor¬ 
rence, and fliun all alliance with them. The mutual hatred of the two fefts, was even 
one caufe of the failure of Nadir Schah’s attempt to fubdue thefe Arabs. In the pro- 
fecution of this objeft, the ufurper had, at immenfe expence, equipped a fleet of 
twenty-five large fliips upon the Perfian Gulph. But as he had no Perfian failors, he 
w^as obliged to take Indians, who were Sunnites. Thefe reftifing to fight againU their 
brethren of the fame orthodox faith, maflacred their Schiite officers, and carried off" 
the fhips. Towards the end of his life. Nadir Schah was meditating to feize thefe 
Arabs, to tranfport them to the fliores of the Cafpian Sea, and fettle a colony of Per¬ 
fians in their room. His tragical death prevented the execution of this projeCt; and 
the difturbances in Perfia have ever fince prevented all encroachments from that quarter 
upon the liberty of thefe Arabs. 

Their government and prefent political fituation feem to me to bear a great refein- 
bkmce to thofe of ancient Greece. Hoftile engagements are continually a fighting, and 
important revolutions happening upon the Perfian Gulph ; but the Arabs have no 
hiftorian to fpread their fame beyond their own narrow confines. 

Chap. CII. — Of Places fubjeS to the Dominion of Perfa.. 

THE Kings of Perfia, although not mailers of thefe coafts, yet retained fome places 
upon them. In later times, the Perfian governors of thefe places have fliaken ofl' their 
allegiance, and have, in fome meafure, ereCled them into independent fovereignties.. 
The chief of thefe are Gambron and Hormus^ 

Gambron, a fea-port town in the province of Eariftan,. belonged anciently to the 
Perfian monarch. After the death of Nadir Schah, a Perfian named Nafer Khan, made 
himfelf mailer of the province, and by confequence, of the city- He acknowledges 
himfelt vaffal to Vakeel Kerim Khan of Schiraz, yet pays no tribute, and refpefts not 
the VakeePs authority, unlefs when, lie comes with his army to compel liim. 

■ The city of Gambron, which has been alfo. /called Bender Abbas, was famous 
through all the lafl; century, and in the beginning of the prefent, as the port of Schiraz, 
and or all the fouth of Perfia.. Its trade was, at that time, very extenfive. At prefent 
it is very low j nor is there a fingle European counting-houfe in the city. This decline 
has been occafioned by tlie domeftic dilturbances in Perfia, and the wars and difputes 
between the French and the Englilli, The Dutch for a while continued to carry on a 
pet^ trade here. But fince they formed a fettlement in die ifle/ of Karek, they have 
entirely deferted Gambron. 

The ifle of Ormus, fo celebrated of old, 'now retains nothing of its ancient fplen- 
dour. It belongs at prefent to Mulla Ali Schah, a Perfian, who made himfelf mailer 
of it immediately after the death of Nadir Schah, whofe admu «l he had been. This 
■ prince 
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prince of Ormus pofleffes likewife a part of the ifle of Kilhme, the other part being 
fubjeft to the prince of Seer, 

South from Lariftan is Minau, a confiderahle inland to^vn, fix leagues diftant from 
the fea fhone. The inhabitants of the diftrifl: in which it lies are Shiites, and are chiefly 
employed in agriculture j from thefe circumftances, they are fometimes induced to 
acknowledge the authority of the Khan of Lauriftan. 

A tribe of Arabs, denominated Belludge, inhabit between Minau and Cape Jalke. 
They are mailers of a good many veflels, and carry on a confiderable trade with Bafra, 
upon the Arabic Gulph, and even venture as far as to the coalls of India. Thefe Arabs 
are Sunnites ; and unity of religious fentiments has occafioned their joining the part)' of 
the Afghans in the late revolutions of Perfia. 

Some geographers reprefent thefe Belludge as inhabiting all along the Perfian coall, 
to the mouths of the Indus, and have defcribed them as a warlike people, addifted to 
piracy. I know not whether they are to be confidered as independent, or as tributary 
to Perfia. More probably, they acknowledge no fovereign authority but that of their 
own Schiechs. Some narratives of travels, performed in the lafli century, relate the 
extraordinary adventures of a Prince of Jalke, who withftood the power of Schah Abbas, 
till he was, at length taken off by treachery. His w'idow continued to refill the Perfian 
king, and performed deeds worthy of the heroines in the ages of chivalry. But, it 
is to a Schiech of the Belludge that the llory is properly to be referred. 

The country from Bender Abbas, northward to Delam, refembles the Tehama 
In Arabia; it is an arid plain, and is called by the Perfians Kermefir, or the hot 
country. In this diHriO: I know no place but Khamir, a cattle fituate upon a preci¬ 
pitous rock, which, with a fmall trafl; adjoining, is the property of a particular 
Schiech. Ships come hither for cargoes of fulphur, of which there is abundance in the 
neighbourhood. 

Chap. CHI. — Of the Territories of the Tribe of Houle, 

THIS numerous tribe are matters of all the coall from Bender Abbas to Cape Ber- 
dlllan, and poflefs all the ports in this extent of coall. One part of the trafl; is parched 
and barren j but a range of hills, like Dahr Afban, extend nearly to the fea, and afford 
wood, which is cut down and exported by the inhabitants, 

Notwithftanding thefe natural advantages, the Arabs of Houle do not cultivate their 
lands, but live by hunting and filliing. They are Sunnites j and are elleemed among 
their neighbours for valour. If their forces could be brought to aft in combination, 
they might eafily conquer all the cities upon the Perfian Gulph ; but aimoll every city 
is fubjeft to a particular Schiech ; and, although thefe Schiechs are all defcendants from 
the fame family, they choofe rather to remain petty and poor, than to raife themfelves 
to a more opulent and relpeftable condition, by fubmitting to aft in concert, under the 
direflaon of one Grand Schiech. 

The following are the Schiechs or Princes of the tribe of Houle ; 

The Schiech of Seer, whom I mentioned in the defcription of Oman; hut who, 
being originally from this country, and of the tribe of Houle, poliefles, in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Gambron, the cities of Kunk, Lundsje, and Ras Hed. His fubjefts export 
v/ood for fuel and charcoal. 

The Schiechs of Mogho and Tsjierack. The inhabitants of the latter of thefe dillnfts 

alfo export wood; and are faid to be the braveft of all the tribe of Houle. 

^ q laftly. 
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Laftly, the Schiechs of Nachelo, Nabend, Aaloe, Tsehhrie, Schilu, and Konkoun. 
The inhabitants of Nachelo are efteemed to be very Ikilful divers. In the city of Kon¬ 
koun, the inhabitants of which are of a more pacific charafter than the other branches 
of the tribe of Houle, both Jews and Banians relide. 

Perfians, who have no fiiips, but live by huibandry, occupy the trafl; between the 
principality of Abu Schjerr and Cape BerdHlan. 

Chap. CIV. — Of the Principalities of Abu Sch^bhr and Bender 

ABU Schslihr, the capital of the independent ftate of the fame name, poflefies * 
commodious harbour, in which fiiips can come up clofe to the houfes. This circum- 
fiance induced Nadir Schah to llation a fleet here, of which fome remains are to be 
ftill feen. Since that dme, this city has been better known, and more confiderable.. 
It is at prefent the fea-port town of Schiraz ; and the Englifh, the only European nation 
who continue to trade with Perfia, have a faflory here. 

The Arabs inhabiting the diftria of Abu Schsehhr are not of the tribe of Houle.. 
There are among them three eminent families; the two firfl of which have been, from 
time immemorial, fettled in this country. The third, named Matarifch, came lately 
from Oman, where they were employed in fifliing, entered into alliance with the other 
two, and found means to ufurp the fovereign authority, which they have now held 
forfeveral years. / 

The prefent Schiech, Nafer, of the family of Matarifch, pofieffes likewife the ifle of 
Bahhrein, upon the coaft of Arabia, by which he is enabled to keep on foot fome 
fliipping, ^ He alfo has confiderable domains in Kermefir, which he holds from Kerim.* 
Khan, with whom Nafer’s children are placed as hollages for their father’s fidelity.. 
It is a happy circumftance for Schiraz, that the Prince of Abu Schsehhr can thus be 
retained in the interefts of Perfia by means of his polfefiions in Kermefir. 

Schiech Nafer was a Sunnite; but in hopes of being appointed admiral of the Per- 
fian fleet, he became a Shiite, and married a Perfian lady.. Thefe two flreps have 
proved very injurious to him and his family. He is odious to his fubjeHs and neigh¬ 
bours ; and his children are no longer counted among the Arabian nobility. 

Bender Rigk, the feat of the prince of this name, is a city encompafied with walls- 
in an indifferent Hate, and lies north from Abu Schashhr. The petty ftate, of.whicli 
this is the capital city, comprehends feveral other places in Kermefir, which render its 
fovereign in feme meafure dependent upon Kerim Khan. The Arabs of this princi¬ 
pality are chiefly addicled to a fea-faring life; the Perfians inhabiting its back parts are 
hulbandmen. 

The reigning family of Bender Rigk are of the Arabian tribe of Beni Saab, and are 
originally from Oman ; but the grandfather of the prefent prince, having become a 
Shiite, and married a Perlian lady, this family are no longer counted by the Arabs 
among their genuine nobility. 

The reigning Prince of Bender Rigk, Mir Mahenna, is diftinguiflied through this* 
country for his vices and cruelties, as one of the moft execrable tyrants that ever 
exifted. He made fervants murder his father in his own prefence, becaufe the old 
man had a predile£lion for his eldeft fon. He killed his mother, becaufe Ihe reproached 
him for his crimes. He caufed his brother, and fixteen of his other relations, to be 
affafiinated, that he might eftablifli himfelf in unqueftioned pofl'effion of the throne.. 
He drowned two of his lifters, becaufe a neighbouring prince had alked one of them; 
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in marriage. He expofea all the female children that happen to be born to him. In 
tiis dettliable monfter was under the age of thirty years. 

Mir Mihenna had fallen twice into the hands of Kerim Khan. From his firfl cap¬ 
tivity he made his efcape, upon a defeat which the governor of Perfia fuffered. He 
obtained his liberty the lecond time, by the good offices of his filler, who was married 
to a Pcrfian officer. Upon returning into his own dominions, he immediately began 
to pillage the caravans which travelled between Schiraz and Abu Schaelihr, and to pracHfe 
piracy. Kerim Khan prepared to chaftife him, and befieged liis capital, but without 
luccefs. 

In the year 1765, the fame Kerim Khan fent to demand payment of the tribute due 
for his poffeflions in Kermefir; but Mir Mahenna maltreated the officer who was fent 
on the errand, and caufed his beard to be ftiaven. Kerim Khan then fent a llrong 
army againll him, which conquered Bender Kigk, and all his territories. Mir Mahenna 
had, however, prudently retired, before it was too late, with his troops, and a part of 
his fubjecls, into a defart iHe called Khoueri, where he waited till the Perfian army 
Ihould retire from his country. After they were gone, he returned out of the illand, 
expelled tile garrifon from Bender Rigk, and recovered polTeffion of his dominions. 

The tyrant had abandoned himfelf to drunkeimefs ; and had begun to exercife his 
cruelties upon his troops to fuch excefs, as to cut off the nofes and ears of fome of 
the principal officers; yet his foldiers were Hill fo Ileadily attached to him, that, even 
in the period of his exile, he took the ille of Karek from the Dutch. A band of robbers 
never abandon their chief, while he continues to lliare the plunder among them. 

Chap. CV. — Of the Tribe of Kiab^ and their Shieeb Sdiman. 

THE Arabian tribe of Kiab, or as the Perfians pronounce it, Tsjab, inhabit the 
fartheft point upon the fide of the Perfian GuJph. They were in fmalJ confideration 
before the reign of their prefent Schiech Soliman, whofe fame hath even reached 
Europe, in confequence of a quarrel he had with the Englilh, in which he took fome 
of their fliips. ' 

This Schiech took advantage of the troubles of Perfia, and of the defers in the 
government of Bafra. He began with fubduing his petty independent neighbours *, after 
which he made himfelf mailer of feveral large diftrifls in Perfia, and promifed tribute 
to the Khans who contending for the throne of that diftrafted empire. None of 
them ever attempted 'io exaft tribute but Kerim, and he contented himfelf with a fmall 
fum. Soliman then extended his conquefts towards Bafra. He cultivated thefriend- 
Ihip of the Ajals, the chief people of that country ; and at lall made himfelf mailer 
of all the ifles between the mouths of the Euphrates, commonly called the country of 
Schat el Arrab. 

Having pullied his conquefts to the navigable rivers, he endeavoured to form a 
naval force. He built his firft veffel in 175^; and in 1765 he had ten large, and 
feven fmall Ihips. 

In the fame year, 1765, Kerim Khan fent a force againft him, too powerful for him 
to refill. He then tranfported his treafures and troops from ille to ille, till he had 
carried them to the weft bf Schat el Arrab. The Perfians could not purfue him for 
want of Ihips, and were therefore obliged to retire. The Pacha of Bagdad tlien 
ordered I is forces to attack Soliman ; but he retreated among the ifles, efcapedthe 
Turks now, as he had before avoided the Perfians. 

10 
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The teriitory of the tribe of EJab extends from the dofart of Arabia to the coiiiitrv 

of Hindean, and northward to the principality of Havil'a. It is watered by feveral 
nvers, large and fmall. It abounds in dates, rice, grain, and pallure. Its principal 
cities are Damek, lying within Perfia, Hafar, and Ghoban, the feat of a Schiech, near 
one of the mouths of the Euphrates. 


Chap. CVI. — Of fame other independent States. 

r Bender Rigk, and bordering on the pofieffions of the tribe 

ot luab, IS a fmall diftrift, fubjeft to a particular fovereign. The Arabs who inhabit 
It live upon the produce of their lands and their cattle. 

f diftria In the back parts of the countiy bordering on thePerfian 

Giilpn, belongs to a defcendant from Mahomet, This prince is named Mania, and 
enjoys the privilege of coming money. 

• the eafteni coall of the Perfian Gulph are many ifles, and moil of them 

mnabited. Except Ormus, none of tliem conftitutes an independent ftate. The 
dilmrent prmres on the continent poflefs the ifles adjoining to their refpe£l:ive dominions. 

Lm the weitern fide of the Gulph is an ifie, or rather a clufter of ifles, known to 
the Europeans by the name of Bahhrein. The Ai-abs call the largeft of thefe ifles 
1 ’ finaller has its particular name. As this ifle is famous for the 

pearl nfhtay, and has undergone many revolutions, and often changed its mailer, I 
mull fay a few words of it. 6 = 

Bahhrein is a fortified city, upon the ifie, known either by the fame name, or by the 
name ot Aval. In this ifle were once three hundred and lixty towns and villages. At 
prelent it contains, befide the capital, only fixty wretched villages. A long ferles of 
wars have ruined the others. o a 

produces great abundance of dates. But its chief dependence is upon the 
pearl hftery, as the bell pearls are found here in great abundance. The duties 
upon the two articles of dates and pearls affords its Sovereign a lack of rupees, 
the^city°°° Hvres. Out of this revenue he is obliged to maintain a garrifon in 

Bahhrein belonged once to the Portuguefe. When they were driven out of the 
Perfian Gulph, it fell into the hands of the Schiech of Lachfa, but was taken from him 
by the Perfians. The Imam of Oman then made himfelf mailer of ft, but gave it up 
again to the Perfian monarch for a fum of money. After fome time, during the inroad 
r ^%nans, the Perfian governor gave it up to the Schiech of Nabeiid, of the tribe 

Another Houlite, the Schiech of Taehhrie, expelled him of Nabend. Nadir 
Schah’s admiral then feized it j but, after his departure, the Schiech of Tsehhrie 
recovered it. During the late troubles in Perfia, the Schiech of Afloe made himfelf 
mailer of this ifie, but was immedately difpoffeffed by the princes of Ahu Schaehhr and 
Bender Rigk, who conquered it together. The firft of thefe princes drove out the 
fecond, and was in bis turn expelled by the Beni Houle. In 1765, it had returned 
again into the poffeffion of the Schiech of Abu Scha;hhr, and he was then foie monarch 
of the ifle of Bahhrein. 

From tnis narrative, the reader may form an idea of the continual revolurions which 
take place among this multitude of petty princes. At Bafra I learned fome particulars 
concerning their complicated quarrels, which I could not well comprehend : I was told, 

that every Arab prince was always at open war with two or three others of his own 
nation. 
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The navigation is continually difturbed and interrupted by thefe flrong quarrels. 
On board any Arabian veffel, paffengers are always in danger of falling into the hands 
of one enemy or another. It is only on board an European fliip, which the Arabian 
fmall craft dare not attack, that one can perform this voyage in fafety. 

Chap. CVII. — Of the IJle of KareL 

THIS ifle, which lies on the eaft coaft of the Perfian Gulph, between Abu Schaehhr 
and Bender Rigk, contains only a fingle village ; but the aquedufts cut in the rocks, 
wliich Hill remain, Ihew it to have been once more populous in proportion to its extent, 
which is about five leagues in circumference. 

Karek has become famous, in cotilbquence of the fettlement lately formed upon it 
by the Dutch, and Cnee given up by them. As this event has made foine noife in the 
world, I {ball give a brief account or it. 

The Dutch carried on a great trade to Bafra, and had for the principal director of 
their factory there a Baron Kniphaufen, who was much refpeCted in that city. This 
German having embroiled himfelf witli the Governor, in confequence of fome affair 
of gallantry, was caft in prifon, and might have loft his head, had he not paid a large 
film of money for his liberty. Before he failed for Batavia, he obtained from the 
faffory at Bafra a written atteftation of the innocence of his conduct; and the Dutch 
Eaft India Company approved of all he had done. 

In cotifequence of his difference with the Governor of Bafra, Mr. Kniphaufen had 
agreed with Mir Nafer, prince of Bender Rigk, to whom Karek belonged, that the 
Dutch fliould, for a certain annual rent, be allowed to feat their laftory there. The 
government at Batavia relilhed the projefl, which was, in fa£t, a very wife one, and 
fent the Baron, w'ith two great fliips, to carry it into execution. 

Upon arriving at Karek, he feized fome inips from Bafra, and detained them, till he 
received reftitution of the fum which he had paid for his liberty. He built a large 
fquare magazine upon the ifland, and raifed, by degrees, four towers at its corners, 
each of wliich he furniflied with fix cannons, Mir Nafer, diflatisfied at the ereftion 
of thefe fortifications, attacked the Dutch, who attacked him in his turn, but could not 
follow him into his faftneffes. This petty war proved, however, very expenfive to the 
Company. 

Baron Kniphaufen, after governing Karek with fovereign authority for five years,, 
was fucceeded by Mr. Vanderhulft, who having been previoufly employed at Bafra, 
and knowing the Arabs, thought it his duty to profecute, with Mir Mahenna, the new 
prince of Bender Rigk, the war which had been waged againft his father. Mir Ma- 
heima, by a ftratagem, feized two armed veffels belonging to the Dutch, and unfuc- 
cefsfully attempted a defeent upon the illand. Mr. Vanderhulft then enlarged his for¬ 
tifications, and formed the plan of a town, which was foon peopled with Perfians 
and Arabs. 

This fettlement might be lucrative to the officers employed about it; but the expences 
of the war and the garrifons confirmed the Company’s profits, and they determined to 
abandon it; but tlaeprofpecf of an advmitageous trade with Perfiainduced them to hold, 
it fome time longer. The new governor, Mr.Bufchmann, therefore, concluded a peace 
with Mir Mahenna; after which die trade met with no interruption. _ 

His fucceffor, Mr. Van Houting, although in other refpeas a man. of merit; did not- 
conduft himfelf fo prudently, being a ftranger to the genius and temper of the Arabs,, 
and having no experienced officers under him. lie was not careful to obferve a neu- 
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trality in the quarrels between the prince of Abu Schshhr and Mir Mahenna ; but^ in 
concert with the former, attacked the latter in his retreat in the ifland of Khoueri, 
Mir Mahenna allowed his enemies to approach j and, when he faw them in fecurity, 
fell upon them with his cavalry, and entirely difcomfited the troops of the Dutch, and 
of Abu Schcehhr* 

Emboldened by this fticcefs, Mir Mahenna made a decent upon the ifle of ICarek, 
and befieged the town, Mr.Van Houting fufFered himfelf to be outwitted by aPerfian, 
by whom he was perfuaded to permit Mir Mahenna to enter the fort with a fmail 
retinue, in order to agree upon terms for an accommodation. The Arab then made 
the Dutch garrifon prifoners, and fent them to Batavia, This event happened in the 
end of December 1765. 

It is not probable that the Dutch Eaft India Company will put themfelves to the ' 
trouble of expelling the conqueror, and renewing their eftablifhment on the ifle ofKarek* 

OF THE BEDOUINS, OR WANDERING ARABS, 

Chap, C VIII, — PmiHarities m the Mariners of the Bedouins^ 

THE Arabs fettled in cities, and efpecially thofe in the fea port towns, have loft 
fomewhat of their diftinftive national manners, by their intercourfe with ftrangers; but 
the Bedouins, who live in tents, and in feparate tribes, have ftill retained the cuiloms 
and manners of their earlieft anceftors. They are the genuine Arabs, and exhibit, in 
the aggregate, all thofe charafteriftics which are diftributedrefpeftlvely. among the other 
branches of their nation, 

I have repeatedly noticed the different acceptations in which the word Schech or 
Schiech is iifed. Among the Bedouins it belongs to every noble, whether of the higheft 
or the lowed order. Their nobles are very numerous, and compofe in a manner the 
whole nation ^ the plebeians are invariably actuated and guided by the Schiechs, who 
fuperintend and direct in every tranfaflion* 

The Schiechs, and their fubjefts, are born to the life of fhepherds and foldiers. The 
greater tribes rear many camels, which they either fell to their neighbours, or employ 
them in the carriage of goods, or in military expeditions. The petty tribes keep 
flocks of flicep. Among thofe tribes which apply to agriculture, the Schiechs at Icafl: 
live always in tents, and leave the culture of their grounds to their fubjects, whofe 
dwellings are ’wretched huts. 

It is the difference in their ways of living that conftitutes the great diftmdtions which 
charadterife the different tribes. The genuine Arabs difdain bufbandiy^, as an employ¬ 
ment by which they would be degraded. They m^iintain no domeftic animals but ftieep 
and camels, except perhaps horfes, Thofe tribes which are of a pure Arab race live on , 
the ffefh of their buffaloes, cows, and horfes, and on the produce of fome little plough¬ 
ing. The former tribes, diftinguilhed as noble by their poffellion of camels, are deno¬ 
minated Abu el Abaar ; and the fecond Moaedan, The latter are efteemed^a middle 
clafs, between genuine Arabs and peafants, I have heard fome tribes mentioned con- 
temptuoufly, becaufe they kept buffaloes and cows. The Moasdan tranfport their 
dwellings from one' countx'y to another, according as pafturage fails them j fo that a 
village often arifes fuddenly in a fituadoa where, on the day before, not a hut v;as to 
be feen. 

The genuine Bedouins, living always in the open air, have a very acute fmelL 
They dillike cities, on account of the foetid exhaUtions produced about them# Th<^ 
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cannot conceive how people, who regard cleanlinefs, can bear to breathe fo impure air. 
I nave been aflured, by per&ns of undoubted veracity, that fome Bedouins, if carried 
to the fpot froni which a camel has wandered afliray, will follow the animal by finelling 
its track, and diftinguifh the marks ot its fbotfteps, by the fame means, from thofe of 
any other beaftsthat may have travelled the fame way. Thofe Arabs, who wander in 
the defart, will live five days without drinking, and dlfcover a pit of water by examining 
the foil and plants in its environs. They are faid to be addicted to robbery ; and the 
accufation is not entirely unfounded; but may be laid equally to the charge of all 
nations that lead an erratic life. TheSchiechs ride continually about ontheii horfes or 
dromedaries, infpefting the conduct of their fubjeclrs, vifiting their friends, or hunting. 
Traverfing the defart, where the horizon is wide as on the ocean, they perceive tra¬ 
vellers at a diftance. As travellers are leldom to be met with iu thofe wild traits, they 
naturally draw nigh to thofe whom they difcover, and are tempted to pillage the ftrangers 
when they find their own parly the ftrongeft. Befides, travellers palling through thefe 
defarts go generally in caravans; and a liiigle perfon, or a fmall party, has a fingular 
and fufpicious appearance, which is a temptation to the Bedouins. 

In Arabia, as in ail other thinly inhabited countries, robbery is prailifed; but the 
Arabian robbers are not cruel, and do not murder thofe whom they rob, unlefs when 
travellers Hand upon the defsnfive, and happen to kill a Bedouin, w'hofe death the others 
are eager to revenge. Upon all other occafions they act in a manner confifteiit with 
their natural hofpitality. Upon this head 1 have heard fome anecdotes, which it may 
not be amifs to introduce here. 

A Mufti of Bagdad, returning from Mecca, was robbed in Nedsjed. He entered 
into a written agreement with the robbers, who engaged to conduft him fafe and found 
to Bagdad for a certain fum, payable at his own houfe. They delivered him to the 
next tribe, thofe to a third j and he was thus conveyed from tribe to tribe, till he arrived 
fafe at home. 

An European, belonging to a caravan which was plundered, had been infefted with 
the plague upon his journey. The Arabs, feeing him too weak to follow his compa¬ 
nions, took him with themfelves, lodged him without their camp, attended him till he, 
was cured, and then fent him to Eafra. 

An Englilliman, who was travelling exprefs to India, and could not wait for the 
departure of a caravan, hired two Arabs at Bagdad, who were to accompany him to 
B'irfra. By the way he was attacked by fome Schiechs, againft whom he at fiift: defended 
hinifelf with his piftols; but, being hard preffed by their lances, was forced to furrender. 
The Arabs, upon whom he had fired, beat him till he could not walk. They then 
carried him to their camp, entertained him for fome time, and at laft condufled him 
fafe to Bafra. When Mr, Forlkal was robbed by the Arabs in Egypt, a peafant, who 
accompanied him, was beaten by the robbers, becaufe he had piftols, although he had 
made no attempt to defend himfelf with them, 

/The pillaging of the caravans is not always owing merely to the propenfity which* 
tte Aj'abians have to robbery. Their pillaging expeditions are commonly conlidered. 
by themfelves as lawful hoftilities againft enemies who would defraud the nation of their 
dues, or againft rival tribes, who have undertaken to protefc thofe illegal traders. 

In one of thofe expeditions, a few years fince, undertaken againft the Pacha of Da- 
mafcus, who was conduftor of the Syrian caravan to Mecca, the tribe of AnEefe, 
which gained the viftory, Ihewed inftances of their ignorance, and of the fim- 
pHcity of their maimers, Thofe who happened to take goods of value knew not 
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iheir worth, but exchanged them for trifles. One of thofe Arabs having obtained for 

hi3 {hare a bag of pearls, thought them rice, which he had heard to be ffoodfood, and 
gave iheni to his mte to boil, who, when fhe found that no boiling could foften them 
tlirew them away as ufelefs, » 


CtiAp, CIX* Of the folkkal Conjiitutim of the wandering Arabs, 

TREATING of the government of the Arabs in general, I faid a few words occa- 
honauy concerning that of the Bedouins, To avoid unneceffary repetition, I ftall add 
here only a few particulars concerning chiefly their political interefts, in refpeft to the 

neighbourmg nations. 

The of Schiech is hereditary, but is not confined to the order of primoge- 

niture. 1 he petty Scluechs, who form the hereditary nobility, choofe the grand Schiech 
out of the rcipmg family, without regarding whether he be more nearly or more 

Qiltantly related to his predeceflbr. 

Little or no revenue is paid to the grand Schiech j and the other Schiechs are rather 
ms equals than, his fabje&* If diflatisfied with his government, they depofe him or 
go away with tlieir cattle, and join another tribe. Thefe emigrations, which happen 
pretty frequently, have reduced fome tribes,, which were once potent, to a low and 
mconhderable hate j and have greatly augmented the numbers and power of fome 
petty tribes. * 

Perfonal flavery is efliabHflied among the Bedouins; but none of them are 

A peafant, when difiatisfied with his maher, may quit his fervice, and remove 
any where elfe. 

The Bedouins, who live in tents in the defart, have never been fubdued by any 
conquerar ; but fucli of them as have been enticed, by fhe prolpeft of an eafier way of 
hfe, to fettle near towns, and in fertile provinces, are now, in fome meafure, dependent 
on the Sovereigns of thofe provinces. 

Such are the Arabs in the different parts of the Ottoman Empire. Someofthenr 
pay a rent or tribute for the towns or pafturages w^hich they occupy. Others frequenr 
of the Euphrates, only in one feafon of the year j and, in winter, return to. 
the ddart. T hefe laft acknowledge no dependence on the Porte. 

fuhjed: to the Turks j to whom, on the contrary, they 
would be dangerous neighbours, if the Pachas did not find means to fow diflenfions 
among the tribes and great families, when there are more than one pretender to the 
dignity of Schiech of Schiechs. 

I he policy of the Turks occafions frequent wars among the Bedouins: but thefe are 
neither long nor bloody. 

Whenever the Turks interfere in their quarrels, all the tribes combine to repulfe 
the common enemy of the whole nation, 

^ Every Grand Schiech juftly confiders himfelf as abfolute lord of his whole territo-^ 
nes; and acctndmgly exafts the lame duties upon goods carried through his dominions 
as ai-e lewed by other princes. The Europeans are wrong in fuppofing the fums paid 

by travellers to the Grand Schiech to be merely a raSbm to redeem them from 
pillage^ 

lue Turks, who lend caravans through the defart to Mecca, have fubmitted to the 
payment of thefe duties. They pay a certain fum annually to the tribes who live near- 
the road to Mecca; in return for which, the Arabs keep the wells open, permit the 
pailage oi merchandife, efcort the caravans. 
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If the Bedouins fonietinies pillage thofe caravans, the haughty perfidious conduct of 
the Turkilh officers is aJways the firft caufe of fuch hofHUties. Thofe inlblent Turks 
look upon all the Arabs as rebels j that is, in the modern fignification of this word, as 
a people who, although weak, have the audacity to withftand the opprefflon of their 
ftronger neighbours. In confequence of this felfiffi reafoning, they violate their engage¬ 
ments ; and the Arabs take their revenge by pillaging the caravans. 

The famous Ali Bey, when he condutled the I’lgyptian caravan to Mecca, v.'ould not 
pay ali the duties on his way to Mecca, but promiled to pay the reft on his return, and 
forgot his promife. On the year following, the Arabs alTerabled in greater numbers, 
and obliged the captain of the caravan to pay for himfeif and Ali Bey both. The 
Turks exclaimed againft this as an a£t of robbery ; yet the Arabs had only done theni- 
felves juftice. 

The condufl: of Abdalla, Pacha of Damafcus, who commanded the Syrian caravan in 
1756, was Hill more odious. When the Schiechs of the tribe of Harb came to meet 
him, to receive the ftipulated toil, he gave them a friendly invitation to vilit him ; but, 
inllead of paying the toll, cut off their heads, and fent them to Conftantinople, as a 
proof of his viftory over the rebel Arabs. The ftroke which thofe fuffered by the 
death of their chiefe Iiindered them from attempting any thing in revenge, on either that 
or the following year; the caravans travelled in triumph to Mecca; and the Turks 
boafted of the valour and prudence of Abdalla Pacha. But, in the third year, the 
Arabs avenged the flaughtered Schiechs, and, with an army opeighty thoufand men, 
raifed out of all the tribes, routed the Turks, and pillaged the caravan. The tiibe oi 
Anxfe, under the command of their Schiech, diftinguilhed themfelves particularly in 
this expedition. 

There is a certain fubordination among the tribes. The petty tribes, being unable 
to defend themfelves, place themfelves under the proteftion of the greater, and are 
governed by their laws. Thus are powerful tribes formed by the union of feveral 
fmall tribes. 

The Arabian nation are much more numerous, and wider fpread, than they are 
generally fiippofed to be. They occupy countries, once cultivated and populous, 
wliofe ancient inhabitants have difappeared. The period at which thefe Arabian fettle- 
ments were formed, cannot now be afcertained ; rior is it known whether they may not 
have been anterior to the reign of the Caliphs. The ancients did not diftinguilh accu¬ 
rately between different nations. The kings of Palmyra, who have been fuppofed to 
ie Jews, were more probably Arabs. 

Chap. CX. — Of the Bedouins on the Confines of the Defart. 

THE moft ancient and powerful tribes of this people are thofe which eafily retire 
into the defart when attacked by a foreign enemy. _ Thefe too have preferved the 
national charafter in its greateft purity, and have maintained their liberty unimpaired. 
Of this number are the following tribes, of whom I Ihall mention fuch particulars as 
have come to my knowdedge. 

The Beni Khaled are one of the moft powerfol tribes in all Arabia, on account of 
their conquefts, their wealth, and the number of other tribes fobjed to them. From 
the defart ofNedsjed, they have advanced to the fea, and have conquered the country 
of Lachfa, as I mentioned in the proper place. The Schiech of this tribe docs not live 
always in the city of Lachfa, but fometimes-in tents in the defart. 
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The tribe of Kiab, who inhabit north from the Perfian Gulph^ and of whom I have 
already fpoken, rarely eucamp; they have poffeilions in the province of Suiillan, in 
Perfia. 

In this province of Sufiftan, near the principality of Havifaj and in the neighbour¬ 
hood of the city of Schufter, are five different confiderable tribes of independent; 
Bedouins. From the exiftence of thefe eftablifiiments, I fliould judge the authority 
of the Perfians in this country to be precarious^ and Sufiftan to be interfperfed with 
defarts. 

Beni Lam^ are a great tribe between Korne and Bagdad ^ upon the banks of the 
Tigris^ the Arabic name of which river, in conftant ufe among the inhabitants of the 
countzy, is Didsjele. They receive duties upon goods caiTied between Bafra and Bag¬ 
dad. Thefe Arabs fometimes pillage caravans. The Pacha of Bagdad then fends 
troops againfi: them, and fometimes challifes them by beheading their chiefs. But the 
fucceffors of the Schiechs, who have been beheaded, are always as great enemies to 
the Turks, and as zealous to maintain their liberty as their predeceflbrs have been. 

Montefidfi, or Montefik, are the moft powerful tribe north from the defart, whether 
in refpe^t to the extent of their territories, or the great number of the fubaltern tribes 
who acknowledge their authority. They pofiefs all the country upon both fidcs of the 
Euphrates, from Kome to Ardje. 

In fummer, when the grafsin the defart is in a manner burnt up, the reigning Schiech 
refides at Nahhr el Antar, a town upon the banks of the Euphrates. In winter, they 
drive their cattle to feed in the defait, and encamp in tents. The inhabitants of the 
villages, who apply to agriculture, and are for this reafon held in contempt by the 
Bedouins, pay a tribute. They are poor as muft naturally be the condition of the fub-* 
jefts of thofe Schiechs wlio live comfortably themfelves, but are not dilpofed to fulFer 
their peafantry to grow rich. 

The Arabs of this tribe often plunder travellers going between Helle and Bafra. 
The Pacha of Bagdad commonly chaftifes them ; fometimes even depofes the-reigning, 
Schiech, and advances another prince of the fame family in his room.- Thefe Arabs 
fubmit to this flight degree of dependence on the Turks, becaufe they are. unwilling to 
lofe their eftablifhments on the fertile banks of the Euphrates. In the late troubles of 
thefe provinces of the Ottoman empire, frequent notice was taken^of this tribe, and they’ 
afted no unimportant part 

The tribe derive their name from one Montefik, wlfo came from Hedjas, and was^ 
defcended from a family who were illuftrious before the days of Mahomet, One thing 
certain is, that the defcendants of this Montefik have been fovereigns in this country 
from time immemorial. They are divided into many branches; and in my time the 
Teigning family confifted of one hundred and fifty perfons,. all of whom might alpire to 
the fupreme power. 

In r 765, the reigning Schiech, who was not of the eldeft branch, was named Abdallah, 
The other princes of his family eijoyed, at the fame time, a certain fliare of authority ; 
each having his own fubjects, with whom, in time of war, they all join the troops' 
of the Schiech of Schiechs; in fome diftrifts they levy taxes and cuftoms upon their 
own account. 

There were named to me more than a fcore of inferior tribes, who five all in fubjec- 
tionto that of Montefik, which, of itfelf is not extremely numerous. Among thefe 
fubordinate tribes, are Ibme who have others again ftili lefs confiderable, dependent 
upon them. The Arabs call thofe dependent tribes El Araye* 
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AH thefe trijes upon the confines of the defart, whofe names I have mentioned, are 
genuine Arabs, who breed fiicep and camels, and live in tents. But this defcription is, 
\v7th iTiore peculiar propriety, applicable to the reigning tribes; for, I believ^e, thatibme 
of the inferior tribes have loft their nobility^ by interniixitiff the pra£lice of agriculture 
with the habits ofpaftoral life. 

Chap. CXI. — Of ihe Bcdmdns of Mcfopoiamia, 

THE rich plains of Mefopotamia and Aflyria, which were once cultivated by a popu¬ 
lous nation, and .watered by furprinng efforts of human induftry, are now inhabited, or 
rather ravaged, by wandering Arabs. As long as thefe fertile provinces flial! remain 
under the government, or rather anarchy of the Turks, they^muft continue defarts, in 
which nature dies for want ot the foftering care of man. A hereditary fovereign, 
feated at Bagdad, and none elfe, might reftore this country to its once flourifliing ffate. 

The Pachas not knowing how to improve the value of thefe depopulated diftrifts, and 
not being able to drive away the Arabs, permit them, for an annual rent, to cultivate 
thofe lands, or feed their flocks upon them. But that people are paflionately fond of 
liberty, and ffiew by their conduft, that they confider not themfelves asfubjefl: to the 
Turkilh yoke. The frequent wars, in which feveral of the tribes are engaged "with the 
Pacha of Bagdad, although viewed as rebellion by the Ottoman officers, are proofs of 
the independence of the Arabs. 

So rich a traft of country, naturally Invites its inhabitants to cultivate it. The 
lands between the Tigris and the Euphrates are interfefled by numerous canals, and are 
inhabited only by tribes praftifing agriculture, or Moacdan. Such are the 

Beni Plachkem, a tribe fituate eaftward from the Euphrates, whofe prefent Schiech 
is named Fontil, and who rules feveral petty tribes of hufbandmen. 

Khafaal, a powerful tribe of hufbandmen, likewife on the eafl: fide of the Euphrates. 
They have a great many petty tribes of Arabs, who live in villages, fubjeft to them. 
One of thefe petty tribes comprehends five and twenty inferior tribes, and two others 
forty each. The tribes which praftife hufbandry appear therefore to be lefs numerous 
than the Bedouins, who often unite into very large bodies. The tribe of Khafaal can 
muller two thoufand cavalry, and a proportionate number of infantry. The Pacha of 
Bagdad has lately made war on thefe people, with various fuccefs. Thefe Arabs are 
Shiites; and this is one motive more to fet them at variance with the Turks, The 
reigning Schiech is named Haraoud, and levies cuffoms from veffels coming up the 
Euphrates. 

All the Arabs within the territories of the government of Bagdad are not hufband¬ 
men. South from that city are fome Bedouins, who breed camels. Of thefe are the 
tribes of Beni Temim, and Dafafa, as well as fome other tribes between Bagdad and 
Mofiil. The tribe of A 1 Tchad have become very confiderable, through the fevour of 
the Pacha of Bagdad, one of whofe principal officers was a near relation to the reigning 
Schiech. All that traS: of country between Bagdad and MofuJ is poflefled by 
hordes of Bedouins; one of which, occupying the range of hills adjacent to the Tigris, 
lately made an attack upon the troops of the Pacha j and another denominated A 1 Bu- 
hamdan, pillaged a caravan wffien I was in Moful. 

Thay are a great and powerful tribe of Bedouins between Mordun and Moful. The 
reigning Schiech, who is of the family of Safie, for a fmall aimual tribute, poflefTes the 
large and fertile plain of Aflyria. Were it not for -tlie ufual Turkilh policy of fowing 
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diffenfion among the neighbours, the Pachas would find it impoffible to maintain any 
thadow of authority over this tribe. But, the Pacha of Bagdad fends the Togk^ or 
horfe^s tail, fometimes to one Schiech, fonietimes to another; and thus is a conftant 
rivalry kept up among them, which weakens their common fhrength. This horfe^s tail 
is not merely an enfign of empty honour. It confers the dignity of Beg, with the right 
to the poflbffion of the plain, which is held to be \vith the Turks, The depofed Beg 
quits his place of refidence between Moful and NHTibin, and retires with his partHans 
to the banks of the river Khabour, and there waits an opportunity to fupplant hi& 
rival. 

All travellers complain of the robberies of thefe Bedouins of Afiyria, The reftlefs- 
nefs and tlnevifli difpofition of thefe people feem to increafe the farther they recede 
from their native defarts, and approach the country inhabited by the plundering Kurdes 
or Turcomans, 

I was told of ten wandering tribes, Arak Arabi, The mod confiderable encamps in 
the environs of Helle ; its name is Soised j audits branches are fpread even into the 
governments of Aleppo and Damafcus, 

An Arabian Schiech, with whom I was acquainted at Aleppo, gave me the names of 
eight tribes of Bedouins who live towards the head of the Euphrates, in diftrifls com¬ 
prehended within the government of the Pacha of Orfa- But, as he could give me ne 
farther infbrniadon concerning thefe tribes, I pafs them by in filence* 

Ghab. CXn, — Of the Bedouins of Syria* 

THE Pachas of this province have as much to do with the wandering Arabs, as the 
Tm'kifli governors on the Perfian frontier. It is of great confequence to tlie cities of 
Aleppo and Damafcus, that their caravans, travelling to Bagdad or Bafra, be fuffered 
to pafs in fafety through the defart. Without efcorting them with an army, the Pachas 
could notproteft them from inftilt and pillage, did they not artfully contrive to employ 
one tribe of Arabs againft the reft. 

With this view, the Pacha gives the title of Emir to the moft powerful Schiech in the 
neighbourhood. This Emir is obliged to guide the caravans, to keep the other Arabs in 
awe, and to levy the dues from thofe who feed their cattle on the Pacha's grounds. As 
pa)Tnent for his trouble, and to reimburfe his expences, he receives a certain fum yearly. 
But the Arabs having little confidence in Turkifli promifes, the Pacha fettles upon tiie 
Emir a number of villages, the revenues of which make up the ftipulated fum, Thefe 
villages were miferable enough before, but have been abfolutely ruincdby the precarious 
government of the Arabs, 

Upon a calculation of the fcanty revenue which the Porte derive from this part of 
their dominions, and the trivial rents paid by the Arabs for the liberty of ravaging 
whole provinces ; and, on the other hand, a comparative eftimate of the funis expended 
in maintaining that vagabond race in a Ipecious fubjection; it is plain, that they are 
lofers by the fliadow of atithority which they pretend to have over the Arabs ; but 
Ottoman vanity is pkafed with the vain fancy of poffefiing immenfe territories, from 
which the Sultan derives no revenue, and in which his orders are not refpc£led. 

The moft powerful tribe near A leppo, are the Mauali, whofe reigning Schiech is of 
the family of El Burifche. The Pachas put fometimes one, fometimes another, of the 
Schiechs of this family in pofteffionof the villages and revenues belonging to the dignity 
of Emir, He whom they depofe, retires commonly with his party to the banks of the 
Euphrates, and there awaits an opportunity to foften the new Pacha by prefents, and 
recover his place, A few years fince an Emir, forefeemg that he %Yas to be depofed, 
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plundered a caravan^ carried away 30,000 head of cattle from the paftures about Aleppo, 
and conveyed his booty to a place of fafetynear the Euphrates. Some time after, he 
furprifed and pillaged the city of H£ems, It was fuppofed, when 1 w^as in Aleppo, 
that the Pacha would be obliged to recal and reinftate him in the office of Emir, 

A nephew of the Emir, or reigning Schiech of the tribe of Mauali, named to me 
fifteen confiderable tribes who inhabit the neighbourhood of Aleppo, Another Schiech, 
a great traveller, mentioned five others, foniewhat farther diftant, and near the road 
from Aleppo to Bafra. All thefe Bedouins pay each a trifle to the Emir, for liberty to 
hire out or fell their camels, and to feed their cattle through the country, Ihe 
neighbouring tribes in the Defart of Sah, who are fnbje£l to the Pacha, pay fomething 
to a farmer (of the tax) for liberty to gather the fait formed in that defart, 

I was furprifed to fee among thofe tribes the tribes of Thay and Sobsed, which niufV 
of confecj^uence be fpread very widely over the country. The tribe of Rabea boafts of its 
antiquity, and pretends to have come from Yemen to fettle in the north, at the time when 
the dyke of the refervoir of the Sabasans at Mareb was broken down. 

As my ftay at Damafcus was very fiiort, I could not acquir e enough of information con¬ 
cerning the Bedouins in the government of Damafcus or Scham. 1 learned only the names 
of a dozen of their tribes, one of which named Abu Sahbe, confifts, as I was told, folely 
of Chrillians. Another, Beni Hamjar, pretend that they are defcended from the old 
Arabian kings of this name. 

Several circumftances lead me to prefume, that, of the other nations in Syria, Kurdes^ 
Drufes, Metuaeli, Naflkries, and Tfchinganes, fame are of Arabian anceftry. 

The tribe of Ansefe are efteemed to be the greatc-ft tribe in the defart of Syria. 
They have even fpread into Nedsjed, where they are reckoned the moft numerous tribe 
In the heart of Arabia. The caravans of Turkifii pilgrims pay them a confiderable duty 
for their free palTagc through the country. This tribe too, wffien diffatisfied, plunder the 
caravans. I hey often make war on the Pacha of Damafcus. They lately routed and 
killed the Pacha of Ghafia in his own government. 

In my time, the departure of a caravan from Bagdad w^as retarded by^news received 
of thofe Arabs being on ill terms with the Pacha of Damafcus. Two lurkiffi lords, 
who were very much beloved in Arabia, refolving to attend the caravan, the merchants 
ventured to pack up and fend off their goods. But, I not choofuig, after fo many 
dangers, to expofe myfelf anew and imueceffarily, took the road from Bagdad to Mofuf, 
and entrufted a trunk to an Arab, a camel driver in that caravan, dire 0 :ing him to 
deliver it to a certmn man at Aleppo. Within a day’s journey of Damafcus, the whole 
caravan were plundered by the tribe of Antefe. T, he trunk was opened. The Bedouins 
took what they chofe, but left me my books, papers, a box of medals, and two 
watches. The camel driver colleaed the broken pieces of my trunk, and brought the 
whole honeftly to Aleppo, Thus had I, at the fame time, a proof of Arabian rapacity 
and Arabian integrity. 

Chap. CXIII. — Of the Bedouins of Arabia Feir^a^ md Falejltne* 

THE name of Ambia Petrsia is ufed in a vague mamer by our geographers. It 
feems to be a denomination given to thofe countries which are mofily defart, between 
grrypt, Syria, and Arabia properly fo called. It would be difficult to determine exacriy 
the limits of thofe countries, which are little known, and but thinly inhabited; the 
inhabitants of which wander among dry fands and rocks, feeking here and there a 
few fpots which afford fome fcanty food for their cattle* None but Bedouins haunt 

thefe defarts. 
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In the account of my journey to Mount Sinai, I fpoke of three tribes whom I found 
lettled by the highway. Thofe are no doubt of that clafs which acknowledge the fupe- 
riority of a greater tribe. On the other fide of that chain of mountains, and in the en¬ 
virons of Akaba, there mull be other tribes; but the names .of rhefe I know not. 

I have already mentioned the great tribe of Harb, who live to the north of Hedjas. 
In this province are alfo the ancient tribes of Beni Ottseba, Hodeil, Join, and others, 
which the inhabitants of Mecca call bands of robbers, feemingly for no other reafon, 
but that their Sherrifte has frequent quarrels with thofe Bedouins. 

There are alfo feveral confiderable tribes upon the coniines of Nedsjed, and the great 
defart. The tribe ef Beni Temim, among thefe, were famous in the days of the fuc- 
ceflbrs of Mahomet, for a prophetefs named Sedsjay, who did honour to the tribe. 
Schiech Dahher, Mailer of Acca, and the greater part of Palefline, is aifo an Arab 3 but 
I know not to what tribe he belongs. 

I could learn nothing of confeqiience concerning the Arabs of Palefline. They feem 
to be poor neglefted hordes, who inhabit that barren and difmal country. 

I was told of the tribe of Dsjcerhamie, between Rama and Jerufalem. The European 
monks, who are now the only pilgrims that vilit the Holy Land, defcribe thofe Arabs 
as devils incarnate, and complain dolefully of their cruelty to the poor Chriftians. 
Thofe lamentations, and the ' fuperflitious pity of good fouls in Europe, procure 
large alms to the convent of Francifcans at Jerufalem, The exaggerated relations of 
the fufferings of the pilgrims, from thofe inhuman Bedouins, will therefore be continued 
as long as the can ferve the purpofe for which they are intended. 

It muft be confefled, however, that this tribe of Dsjoerhamie form, in one inflance, a 
remarkable exception from the ordinary national chara&er of the Arabs, who, in general, 
never maltreat a ftranger, unlefs they have firfl received provocation. But, thofe 
Arabs in the neighbourhood of Jerufalem have a rooted averlion to the monks i in 
other refpefts, they are honeft enough people. 

They convey every year, from Jafa to Jerufalem, money and goods, fent to the 
monks from Europe, to a confiderable amount, without ever touching or embezzling 
the fmallefl article. They know tjiat the fuperior of the convent at Jerufalem pajs the 
travelling expences of the pilgrims, and that they are poor monks, who have nothing to 
lofe. Yet they wait to intercept thofe indigent caravans, not to pillage them, but that 
they may have the pleafure of venting their hatred againfl the monks. 

It would be a grofs millake, therefore, if any European Iliould fancy that he might 
travel fafely through Judea, in confequence of putting himfelf under the proteftion of 
the monks, A young Frenchman had a trial of this when I was in that^ country. 
Faffing the river Jordan, he was feverely beaten by the Bedouins, folely for being found 
in company with the monks, which made the Arabs view him in a fufpicious light* 

OF THE RELIGION AND CHARACTER OF THE ARABS. 

Chap, CXIV. — Of the different SeBs of Mahmteiam in Arabia. 

IT might be expe£led that the Mahometan religion fhould be preferyed in its higheft 
purity in Arabia, which was its cradle \ and that no contrariety of opinions, or diverfity 
of fefts, Ihould have arifen there. An old tradition records a faying of Mahomet’s, 
from which he appears to have forefeen that it was impoflible for his follotvers to 
remain in perpetual harmony of doftrine and worfliip* He is faid to have predicted 
that his new religion fhould be divided into feventy (Ufferent feQ:s, as the Chriftians of 
his time were- 
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This predifliion is in part accompIHIied} for there are at prefent feveral Mahometan 
lefts in Arabia. 

The doftrincs and rites of the Muflulman religion are in general fufficiently known. 
I (hall fatisfy mjfelf \vith-mentioning feme remarkable peculiarities which diftinguifh 
the^ fefts eftablilhed in Arabia, and which have an influence on the moral charafter or 
political ftate of the nation. 

The mofl; confiderable fefts among the Arabian Mahometans, are, 

1. I hat of Sunni, to which the Tm’ks alfo belong. This forms the moft numerous 
feft in Arabia; its opinions being profefied by the inhabitants of the holy cities of 
Mecca and Medina, and by the Sherrilies of thofe cities who are reputed the fueceffors 
of Mahomet. 

2. The feft of Schya, of which the whole Perfian nation profefs themfelves. In 
the eallern parts of Arabia are fome difciples of this feft; and it prevails all along 
the borders of the Perfian Gulph. The Metaueli, or Mut-Aii, in Syria, are like- 
wife Shiites. 

3. The feft of Zeidi, which prevails in Yemen, and of which the Imam of Sana is 
a follower. 

4. The feft of Beiafi, Beiadi, or Abadi, is the principal feft in Oman. It is faid to 
owe its origin to the enemies of the Caliph Ali, two of whom went into Oman after a 
defeat, which only nine of them had fuiwived. 

5. The feft of Meflalich, of which I have already taken notice in deferibing the Be¬ 
douins fettled between tl;e provinces of Hedjas and Yemen. I fufpeft this rather to be 
a different religion, than a feft of the Muflulman. 

6. The feft of Mecrami aird Abd ul Wahheb; I have already given my opinion of 
this little known feft in the defeription of Nedsjera^ and Nedsjed. 

7. The feft of Dsjedsjal, of which the inliabitants of Mecran, a maritime province of 
Perfia, are followers. 

8. Laftly, the fefts of Schabreari and Merdinar, of which are the Befludsje, Arabian 
tribes on the confines of the province of Mecran, as I have above obferved. 

All thefe difterent fefts acknowledge Mahomet their prophet, and regard the 
Koran as their code of civil and ecclefiaftical laws. However, they mutually treat each 
other as Chauaredsji or Rafidi, that is to fay, heretics. 

The Sunnites allow only the four lefts, which they confider as orthodox j thofe of 
Shafei, Hanefi, Maleki, and Hanbali, to havehoufes of prayer about the Kaba. TheZei- 
dites, however, to make themfelves amends for the exclufion they fuffer, have reared 
for themfelves an invifible houfe of prayer in the air, immediately over theKaba,by which 
means they are, in their own opinion, put into polfeffion of thefe facred places. Notwith- 
ftanding thefe lofty pretenfions, every pilgrim of this feft is obliged to pay a high capi¬ 
tation to the Sherriffe,who has, for thefe feveral years, made the Shiites bkewifepay dear 
for permilEon to vifit Mecca. 

The Zeidites feem to be lefs rigid and fuperftitious than the Sunnites, who are much 
addifted to the worfhip of faints, and believe in the mofl ridiculous inii'acles. The 
former trouble not themfelves with the controverfy about Mahomet’s fucceflbrs, 
which has occafioned the fchifm between the Sunnites and the Shiites. Nor are they 
fo rigid and exaft in refpeft to prayers and other ceremonies; they make no mention 
of famts j and the Imam of Sana, who is a Zeidite, fuffers ufelefs mofques to fall into 
ruins, and fometimes even demoliflies them, to the great oflence of his Sunnite fubjefts 
in the Tehama. 


All 
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All tbefefefts venerate the defcendants of Mahomet, except theBelafi, who treat 
them with no greater refpeft than other Arabs, and believe ail the families in the nation 
to have the fame right to the foveragn power. 

For this reafon, the Prince of Malkat, who is of the feft of Beiafi, takes the title of 
Imam, although not defcended from Mahomet. This feft abftain, not only from 
ftrong liquors, like the other Muflulraans, but even from tobacco and coffee j although, 
out of hofpitality, thefe are offered to ftrangers in Oman. The Beiafi pique themfelves 
on great aufterity of manners, and fimplicity in their mode of living. Even the moft 
opulent among them avoid every thing like magnificence in their drefs, houfes, and 
mofques. The prince adminifters juftice in perfon, and permits all his fubjeSs to be 
feated in his prefence. It was in confequence of this feverity of manners, that the la ft 
Imam, who was a tyrannical and voluptuous prince, became odious to his fubjeOs. In 
the defcription of Oman, I have taken notice of the revolution by which that prince was 
driven from the throne. 

At Mafkat, I received an account of the miraculous origin of the fefl: of Dsjedsjal, 
in the province of Mecran. Its firft author was a venerable old man, who was 
found by feme wood-cutters Ihut up in die middle of a tree, and having a book in his 
hand. Each fed, indeed, tells ridiculous ftories of the other fe£t to bring them 
into contempt. 

I faw or heard of no convents of monks among the Zeidites in Yemen, or among the 
Beiafi in Oman. The Sunnites, and among them the Turks efpecially, are known to 
have a great number of religious orders, the members of which are diftinguiflied by 
the names of Dervifes and Santons, and diferimmated from one another by diverfities 
of drefs and maimers. At Mokha were beggars, who fang through the ftreets, called 
Dervifes; as well as fome other poor creatures, who, for any trifle, xvere ready to read 
the paffages of the Koran inferibed on the tombftoiies. As the Zeidites and Beiafi 
are not worfhippers of faints, they cannot have Dervifes and Santons; who, on the 
other hand, are very numerous in Egypt, where they perform many extravagant 
fooleries. 

The Turks and Perfians have been almoft conftantly at war j and their refpeaive 
Princes have generally contrived to reprefent to their fubjeSis difputes v/hich originated 
from their ambition, as prompted by religious confiderations. This is the reafon of 
the violent hatred with which the Shiites and Sunnites are animated againft one another. 
In Turkey and Perfia, Chriftians are permitted to build churches, and the Jews, fyna- 
gognes ; but in Perfia, no Sunnite mofque is allowed; and the Turks tolerate the 
Shiites in the exercife of no other part of their worfliip, except tlieir pilgrimage to 
their Prophet's tomb in the vicinity of Bagdad; and for this permiflion they pay 
very dear to the Ottoman Porte. In Yemen, the Sunnites and Zeidites live happily 
together ; for the latter, who are the more tolerant of the two, ai'e the predominant 
feS. 

The Muflhlmans m general do not perfecute men of other religions, when they 
have nothing to fear from them, unleis in the cafe of an intercourfe of gallantry with 
a Mahometan woman, A Chriftian, convided of blafphemy, would alfo be in danger 
of lofing his life. In fuch a cafe, it is true, a Mahometan would as little be fpaied, 
"While I was at Bagdad, a Janiffary urged a citizen for a debt; the latter always an- 
fwer.- with a devout air, that he Ihould remember God and the Prophet, and wait 
patiently for payment, without putting himfelf in a paffion. The Janiflary was at 'Iaft 
provoked to utter a blafphemous eyprelGon ; the artful citizen attefted witneffes; and 
10 the' 
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the Janiffary was accordingly conTi6;ed, expelled out of his corps, and next day 
hanged. 

All the Mufiulman feflrs are not alike abhorrers of images. In Oman, the Banians 
are allowed to fet up their images openly in their apartments. The Sunnites even 
appear to have loll fomewhat of their averlion for thefe material reprefentations of 
Deity. Thofe in India keep paintings ; and I even faw two of thefe in a villa of the 
Sultan’s near Conftantinople. At Kahira I found prints, and a plafter bull, in the houfe 
of a learned Sunnite. 

Chap. CXV. — Of the other Religims tolerated in Arabia. 

THROUGH all Arabia are Jews, who are held in much greater contempt than the 
Chrillians. I have already mentioned the Jewilh tribes fettled in tlie neighbourhood of 
Kheibar, where they are not barely tolerated, but have the fovereign authority in their 
own hands. 

The Jews, difperfed through diiferent cities, have fynagogues, and enjoy a great deal 
of freedom. They are fond of living together, and commonly form a village near 
every principal town. In Oman they are Hill better treated, and permitted to wear the 
dref? of Mahometans. 

The Cliriilians were once numerous in Arabia. I know of no Chrillian church 
remaining at prefent in all this country. In the province of Lachfa are many Saba^ans, 
or Chrillians of St. John. But, the Chrillianiry of this feet feems to be a confufed 
medley of the opinions and ceremonies of feveral different religions. 

Banians from India are fettled in great numbers in the commercial cities. At Mokha 
they fuffer many mortifications. But, at Malkat, among the tolerant feet of the Beiafi, 
they are permitted to obferve the laws, and cultivate the worlhip of their own religion 
without dillurbance. In Perfia there are allb fome of thefe Indians; but the Turks, 
who are aullere Sunnites, fuffer none of them in their provinces, 

I never faw that the Arabs have any hatred for thofe of a different refigion. They, 
however, regard them with much the fame contempt with which the Chrillians look 
upon the Jews in Europe. Among the Arabs this contempt is regulated. It falls 
heavieft upon the Banians j next after them, upon the Jews; and, leall of all, upon the 
Chrillians, who, in return, exprefs the leall averlion for the Muffulmans A Mahome¬ 
tan, who marries a Chrillian or Jewilh woman, does not oblige her to apolladze from 
her religion; but the fame man would not marry a Banian female, becaufe this Indian 
feft are fuppofed to be llrangers to the knowledge of God, having no book of divine 
authority. The Mahometans in India appear to be even more tolerant than thofe of 
Arabia, They live in a good underllandmg with the Banians, and treat them with lels 
contempt than their Arabian brethren. 

This progrefs towards general toleration preferves the Arabs from the rage of mak¬ 
ing profelytes. They feek neither to entice nor conllrain any perfon, except fome- 
times their young Haves, whom they compel to embrace Mahometanifra: but, when a 
profelyte voluntarily prefents himfelf, they are, by the laws of their religion, obliged to 
receive him, and even to provide for his maintenance. The converts who moll com¬ 
monly offer themfelves are deferters from the crews of European Ihips, who take this 
Ihift to efcape punilhment. As they are known to be mollly very bad fubjefts, 
government allows them but a very fcanty penlion, fcarcely fulHcient for their main¬ 
tenance. They are not confined, either from intercourfe with Chrillians, or from taking 
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Yoyages into diftant countries. We had in our fervice in Arabia a French renegado, 
whoj when he left us, went to India, 

It may not be improper to remark, in this place, that the Indians are flill lefs anxious 
about making converts than the Arabs. The Bramins, Rajaputs, and Banians, receive 
nobody into their communion, but, on the contTitry, expel all of their members who 
render therafelves obnoxious by irregularity of life, and by this means afford profelytes 
£0 the Chrillians. Thus, the European milTionaries, who run fo indecently through 
the Eaft, and profane the facrainent of baptifni, by cafting it at the head of every one, 
have little realbn to boaft of the converfions they effect^ elpecialiy as they ufe fo much 
importunity to accomplifh them. 

Chap, CXVI, — Of the Cbarader of the jirahs. 

CLIMATE, government, and education, are undoubtedly, the great agents which 
form and modify the chamO:ers of narions. To the firft of thefe the Arabs owe their 
vivacity, and their difpofition to indolence; the fecond increafes their lasinefs, and 
gives them a fpirit of duplicity; the third is the caufe of that formal gra\itj^ which 
influences the faculties of their mind, as well as their carriage and exterior afpedl. 

No two things can differ more than the education of the Arabs fi’om that of the 
Europeans. The former ftrive as much to haften the age of maturity, as the latter to 
retard it. The Arabs are never children j but many Europeans continue children all 
their life. 

In Arabia, boys remain in the Haram, among the women, till the age of five or fix, 
and during this time follow the childifli amufements fuitable to their years 5 but, as 
foon as they are removed from that fcene of ftivolity, they are accuftomed to think 
and fpeak with gravity, and to pafs whole days together in their father's company, at 
Jeaft if he is not in a condition to retain a preceptor, who may form them. As mufic 
and dancing are efleemed indecent among the Arabs, women are alfo excluded froin 
all affemblies, and the ufe of ftrong dnnk is forbidden. The Arabian youth are 
ftrangers to the pretended pleafores which are fo eagerly puriued by the youth of 
Europe, The young Arabs, in confequence of being always under the eyes of perfons 
advanced to maturity, become penfive and ferious, even in infancy. 

Yet, under this air of gravity and lecoilefldon,^ the nation have in reality a great 
degree of vivacity in their hearts, w^hich varies through the different provinces. The 
inhabitants of Yemen, living in a mild climate, and an agreeable air, have more anima¬ 
tion in their charafter than thofe of Hedjas and Arabia Petr^ea, whofe imagination 
receives a more gloomy call from the continual profpeQ: of barren defarts and bare 
rocks. , I have feen young Arabs in Yemen dance and leap, with arms In their hands, 
to the found of final! drums; yet, even the inhabitants of the defart, fliew greater 
vivacity than the Turks. As for the melancholy Egyptians, I never faw themdifcover 
any mark of genuine joy, even at their feftivals, however fpiendid. 

This vivacity in the Arabians makes them fond of company, and of large affemblies, 
notwithftaiiding their feemmg ferioufnefs. They frequent public coftee-houfes, and 
markets, which are fo numerous through Yemen, that every village, of any confiderable 
magnitude, has a weekly market. When the villages lie at too great a diftance, the 
country people meet in the open fields, fome to buy or fell, and others to converfe, or 
amufe themfelves as fpeftators of the bufy fcene, Artifans travel through the whole 
week firom town to town, and work at dieir trade in the different markets* From this 

I fbndne£ 


144 - 


TRAVELS IN ARABIA, BY CARStEN NIEBUHR, 

fondnefs of theirs for fociety, it may be inferred, that the nation are more civilized than 
they are commonly fuppofed to be. 

Several travellers accufe them of being cheats, thieves, and hypocrites, An arbl- 
trary government, which irapoverillies its fubjeOs by extortion, can have no favourable 
mflueiice, indeed, upon the probity of the nation; yet, I can fav, from my own ex¬ 
perience, that the accufations laid againll them have been exaggerated above tlie fa£ts. 
The Arabs themlelves allow that tlieir countrymen are no all honeft men. 1 h ve 
heard them praife the fidelity witli which tlie Europeans fulfil their promifes, andexprefs 
high indignation againil the knavery of their own nation, as a difgrace to the Muflul- 
man name. 

Chap. CXVII. —Of the Vengeance of the Arabs. 

A LIVELY, animated people, of quick and violent pafllons, are naturally led to 
carry the defire of vengeance for injuries to its highell; excefs. The v n iftive fpirit 
of the Arabs, which is common to them with the other inhabitants of hot climates, varies, 
however, with the varying modifications of the national charaQier. 

The Arabs are not quarrelfome; but, when any difpute happms to a rife among 
them, they, make a great deal of noife. I have feen fome of them, however, who, 
although armed with poignards, and ready to ftab one another, were eafily appeafe !. A 
reconciliation was inftantly eS'efted, if any indifferent perfon but fai! to them. Think 
of God and his Prophet. When the conteft could not be fettled at once, umpires were 
chofen, to whofe decifion they fubmitted. 

The inhabitants of the Eaft, in general, ftrive to mafter their anger. A boatman 
from Malkat complained to the governor of the city of a merchant who would not 
pay a freight due for the carriage of his goods. The governor always put off hearing 
him, till fome other time. At laft the plaintiff told his cjife coolly, and the governor 
immediately did him juftice, faying, I refuled to hear you before, becaufe you were in¬ 
toxicated with anger, the moft dangerous of all intoxicatious. 

Notwithftanding this coolnefs, on which the people of the Eaft pique themfelves, the 
Arabs fhew great fenfibility to every thing that can be conftrued into an injury. If one 
man fhould happen to fpit befide another, the latter will not fail to avenge himfelf of 
the imaginary infult. In a caravan I once faw an Arab highly offended at a man, who, 
in fpitting, accidentally befpattered his beard with fome finall part of the fpittle. It 
was with difficulty that he could be appeafed by him, who, he imagined, had offended 
him, even although he humbly afked pardon, and kiffed his beard in token of fubiuiffion. 
They are lefs ready to be offended by reproachful language, which is, befides, more in 
ufewith the lower people than among the higher claffes. 

But the moft irritable of all men are the noble Bedouins, who, in their martial fpirit, 
feem to carry thofe fame prejudices farther than even the barbarous warriors who iffued 
from the North, and over-ran Europe. Bedouin honour is ftill more delicate than ours, 
and requires even a greater number of victims to be facrificed to it. If one Schiech 
fays to another, with a ferious air, ‘ Thy bonnet is dirty,’ or, ‘ The wrong fide of thy 
turban is out,* nothing but blood can wafh away the reproach; and not merely the 
blood of the offender, but that alfo of all the males of his family. 

At Barra I heard the ftory of an adventure, which had happened about a dozen of 
years Gnce, in the neighbourhood of that city, and w'hich may afford an idea of the 
excefs to which the fpirit of revenge often rifes among this nation. A man of eminence, 
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belonging to the tribe of Montefidfi, had given his daughter in marriage to an Arab 
of the tribe of Korne. Shortly after the marriage, a Schiech of an inferior tribe alked 
him, in a cofi'ee-houfe, Whether he were- father to the handfome young wife of fuch 
a one, whom he named ? The father, fuppoling his daughter’s honour ruined, immedi¬ 
ately left the company to flab her. At his return from the execution of this inhuman 
deed, he who had fo indifcreetly put the queftion was gone. Breathing nothing, now 
but vengeance, he fought him everywhere; and not finding him, killed in the mean 
time feveral of his relations, without fparing even his cattle or fervants. The ofiender 
ofFered the governor of Korne a great fum if he would rid him of fo furious an adver^ 
fary* The governor fent for him who had been oftendedj and endeavoured by threats, 
and a Ihew of the apparatus of punilhment, to force him to a reconciliation j but the 
vengeful Arab would rather meet death than forego his revenge. Then the governor, 
to preferve a man of fuch high honour, foothed him to an agreement, by which the firft 
aggreffor gave his daughter, with a handfome portion, in marriage to him whom he had 
offended. ^ But the father-in-law durft never aft^r appear before his fon-in-law. 

The thirll for vengeance difcovers itfelf likewife in the peculiar manner in which 
murder is profecuted here. In the high country of Yemen, the fupreme court of 
Sana commonly profecutes murders in the mode ufual in other countries j but, in 
foveral diftri^Ss in Arabia, the relations of the deceafed have leave either to accept a 
compofition in money, or to require the murderer to furrender himfelf to juftice, or 
even to wreak their vengeance upon his whole family. In many places it is reckoned 
unlawful to take money for the fhedding of blood, which, by the laws of Ai’abian 
honour; can be expiated only by blood. They think little of making an aflailin be 
punilhed, or even put to death, by the hand of juftice ; for this would be to deliver a 
family from an unworthy member, who deferved no fuch favour at their hands. 

For thefe reafons, the Arabs rather revenge themfelves, as law allows, upon the 
family of the murderer, and feefc an opportunity of flaying its head, or moft confider- 
able perfon, whom they regard as being properly the perfon guilty of the crime, as it 
mull have been committed through his negligence in watching over the conduft of 
thofe under his infpeflion. In the mean rime, the judges feize the murderer, and 
detain him till be has paid a fine of two hundred crowns. Had it not been for this 
abfurd a law muft have been long fince repealed. From this rime the two 
families in continual fears, till fome one other of the murderer’s family be flain. 
No reconciliation can take place between, them, and the- quarrel is ftill occalionally re¬ 
newed. There have been inftances of fuch family feuds lalting forty years. If, in tlie 
conteft; a man of the murdered perfon’s fiimily happens to fall, there can be no peace 
till two others of the murderer’s family have been flain. 

This deteftable ciiftom is fo exprefsly forbidden in the Koran, that I Ihould not 
have been perfuaded of its exiftence, had I not feen inftances of it. Men, indeed, aO: 
every where in direft coiitradiffion to the principles of religion; and this fpecies of 
revenge is not merely impious, but even abfurd and inhuman. An Arabian of diftinc- 
tion, who often vifited us at Loheia, always wore, even when he was in company, both 
his poignard and a fmall lance. The reafon of this, he told us, was, that a man of his 
himily had been murdered, and he w'as obliged to avenge the murder upon a man of 
the inimical femily, who tras then aSually in the city, and carried juft fuch another 
knee. He acknowledged to us,, that the fear of meeting his enemy, and fighting 
tvith hhlij^often.difturbed his fleep. In the narrative of my journey from Beit el Fakih 
to Mokha, I have related an inftance of a family feud of this kind, in the country through 
which we'paffed. 
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Among the Bedouins in the Eaft of Arabia, every family ftrive to right themfelves, 
whenever they think that they have fuffercd an injury. When the Uvo hoftile families 
happen to belong to two powerful rival tribes, formal wars fometimes follow in confe- 
quence of fuch accidental quarrels : but, on the other hand, the public peace is not at 
all interrupted by a private feud, when the perfons at variance belong to two petty 
tribes, both fubjefl to the fame great tribe, Laftly, when the two contending parties 
are fubjedls of the fame Schiech, and are, of confequence, held to be of the fame 
family, the Schiech and the principal fubjefts join to reconcile the parties,- and to punilh 
the murderer. 

The tribes upon the confines of Oman, and the lliores of the Perfian Gulph, are 
alfo acquainted with thefe family wars, and more harafled even than the Arabians by 
them. A great part of thefe tribes earn their fubfiftence by carrying coffee from 
- Yemen to the Perfian Gnlpli, and by the pearl fifliery; and, from this circumftance, 
parties at variance have more frequent opportunities of meeting and fighting at fea. 

• Weak tribes are thus often obliged to^quit their way of life, and fall into obfcurity and 
Biil'ery. 

Chap. CXVIII, —Of the Arabian 

ITIE Arabs are accufed of being vain, full of prejudices with relpe£l to birth, and 
ridiculoufly attentive to records of genealogy, which they keep even for their horfes. 
This reproach cannot affefl; the great body of the nation, who know not their family 
names, and take not the trouble of keeping a regifter of births. Moll; of thofe, even 
in the middle ftadon of life, know not who were their grandfathers, and would often 
be as much at a lofs to know their fathers, if it were not regulated by cullom, that the 
fon lhall join his father’s name with his own, 

AH thofe petty princes who govern in Arabia are, undoubtedly, very proud of their 
birth, and with fome reafon, fince their families have, from time immemorial, enjoyed 
independence and fovereign power. The nobility, who are free, or dependent only on 
the chiefs of their tribes, are equally fo. They enjoy privileges which the, traditional 
hiilory of the nation reprefents as having always belonged to certain families.. The 
Schiechs are excufable, therefore, although they value themfelves upon advantages which, 
are peculiarly theirs. 

What adds to the high conceit the Bedouin Schiechs have of their nobility, is its 
being incommunicable, and not to he conferred by any fovereign prince, or even by the 
Caliphs. As it is founded on the cuftoms of a paftoral people, who know na diftinc- 
tion of rank, but that of the heads of families, no fovereign can augment the number 
of thefe chiefs. Nobles can be created only in countries where the nobility form a 
dijlin£l clafs, enjoying certain civil privileges, which may be equally conferred on others,. 
The Bedouin nobility may be compared to the chiefs of the clans among the Scotch, 
highlanders, who are in a very fimilar condition with refpeft to their honours and 
authority. 

The defcendants of Mahomet hold, with fome reafon, the firft rank among the great 
families in Arabia. Mahomet was fprung from one of the nobleft families in the country, 
and rofe to the rank of a potent prince. His firft profeffion of a dealer in camels, proves 
him to have been a Schiech of thfe genuine and pure nobility of his nation. It may be 
inferred, however, from the fingular veneration in which his femilj^ are held, that reli¬ 
gious opinioiK have contributed to gain them thp pre-reminence which they holds above 
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?Yen tlie ntoft ancient favereign hoiifes. A fe&: naturally refpeil: the pofterity of their 
founder, as a race bearing an indelible character of fanctity. 

Thefe defcendants of Mahomet have received different titles. In Arabia they are 
called Sherrlffes, or Sejids; in the Mahometan countries fituate northward, Shcrriffe?, 
or Emirs; and in the Arabian colonies in the Eaft, limply Sejids. T-he Prince of 
Havifa, on the frontiers of Perfia, takes the title of Maula, which has, I believe, been 
affunied by the Emperor of Morocco. In fome countries, this family are difi.mguiflied 
by a green turban. Nay, on the coaft of Arabia, fliips hoift a green flag, when fitted 
cut by a Sejid. Yet the green turban is not invariably a diftinftive mark of a de- 
fcendant of Mahomet. Beggars fometimes wear turbans of this colour; and one of 
our fervants did the fame, and was blamed by nobodv. 

The Shcrriffes of Hedjas are efteemed the noblefl of Mahomet’s defcendants, be* 
caufe they have made fewer intermarriages with ftrangers than the reft of the Prophet’s 
pofterity. Ill that province they are treated with almoft incredible refpeO;. A Sherriffe 
may enter into the midft of a fray, without the/malleft fear of being intentionally hurt 
or killed. He needs not flmt his doors againft thieves. In the Ottoman provinces, the 
family of the Prophet are lefs regarded. In my time, a Sejid, who had been guilty of 
-divers crimes, and although warned and reproved by an indulgent governor, had not 
eorrefted his bad habits, was condemned to fuft'er capital punifiiment. 

Having heard a diftinftion frequently made betw'een a Sherriffe and a Sejid, I made 
inquiry into its nature. I learned that Sherriffes are conftantly devoted to a military 
life, and are defcended from Haffan j but that the Sejids are the pofterity of Hoffein* 
and follow the purfuitsof trade andfcience, although they have fometimes rifen to fove- 
reign power in fome parts of Arabia. 

There are, in all Mahometan countries, an aftonilhing number of Sherrifles. I faw 
Tvhole villages peopled wdth ^is family folely. To thofe who know not in what manner 
this title is tranfinitfed, the numbers of thofe who enjoy this high rankmuft undoubtedly 
appear furprifing; but polygamy naturally multiplies families, till many of their branches 
fink into the moft wretched mifery. In my account of Jebid, I have mentioned my ac¬ 
quaintance with a Sherriffe in that city, who was in extreme poverty. A peculiar 
cuftom tends to the farther increafe of the race of Sherriffes. The fon of a woman of 
the family of Mahomet is efteemed a Sherriffe, and tranfmits the honour to all his 
pofterity. I travelled through Natolia with a Turk, who W'as called fimply Achmed, and 
wore the common turban, while his fon was honoured with a green turban, and 
with the title of Sherriffe, becaufe his mother was a Sherriffa, Other fimiiar inftancee 
came within my knowledge in the provinces of Turkey; and,&om various circumftances, 
I was led to infer, that many perfons enjoy this title who are not at all connected with 
the Prophet’s family. The genuine Sherriffes, to ftrengthen their party againft the 
(^laiiphs, have acknowledged kindred with various powerful families who were entirely 
ftrangers to them. 

In Turkey, where the Sherriffes are not numerous, they enjoy various privileges, 
and, among others, that of being fubjeft, in every confiderabie town, not to the Pacha, 
but to a man of their own family, who 1 $ denominated Nakib, or general of the Sherriffes. 
The Turkifli government feems, however, to be fufpicious of their ambition, and never 
entrufts them with any public office. They are contmonly called Emirs; an indeter¬ 
minate title, which is bellowed equally upon perfons of the higheft quality, and upon 
fubordinate officers. 

Of all the titles in ufe among the Arabian nobility, the moft ancient and moft com* 
mon is that of Schie^h. The Arabian language, which Is in other refpefts fo rich, is 
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however, poor In terms expreflive of the diftinflions of rank. The word Schiech has, 

^ in conlequence of this circumftance, vaiious lignificaiions- Sometimes It is the title of 
a prince or noble; at other times, it is given to a profeflbr in an academy, to a man 
belonging to a mofque, to the defcendant of a faint, to the mayor of a town, jnd in 
Oman, even to the chief of the Jewifh fynagogue. Although thus feeniingly profti- 
tuted, yet is not this title defpifed by the great. A Schiech of an ancient Arabian 
family would not change the name for that of Sultan, which has been uflumed by 
foine petty princes in the highlands of Hadramaut and Jala. 

The Scliiechs of illuftrious families among the Bedouins have reafon for confidering 
their genealogy as a matter of fome confequence. Some of them are defcended from 
ancellors, who were princes before the days of Maiiomet, and thefirft Caliphs. As it 
would be dilEcult, among a people who have no public regiftersor hiftorians, to make 
out regular tables of genealogy reaching farther than ten centuries backwards, the 
Arabians have contrived a compendious mode of verifying their lines of defcent. From 
among their later anceftors, they feleft fome illuflrious man from whom they are 
univerfally allowed to be defcended. This great man, agam,~is as univerfally allowed 
to be defcended from fome other great man; and thus they proceed backu'ards to the 
founder of the family. The Sherriffes and Sejids, by the fame expedient, prove tha 
origin of their family to have been with Mahomet, and thus abbreviate their genealogy, 
without rendering it doubtful. 

Befide thefe Schiechs and princes there are at Mecca, fome families not lefs con¬ 
cerned to preferve their gene^ogiee, with all poflible exaftitude. Thefe are the families 
d^cended from the tribe of Koraifch, which have held certain employments, by here¬ 
ditary right, fmce the days of Mahomet and his firft fucceflbrs. Their employments 
are, ift. The ofSce of keeper of the key of the Kaba, which was conferred by Maho¬ 
met on the fiunily of Othman Ibn Taelha: 2d, That of Mufti of the feet of Schafei: 
3d, That of Mufti of the fe£l of HanbaU: and lastly, That of a learned Schiech to attend 
in the holy mofque. 

There are aifo in Mecca, twelve other families, defcended from the illuftrious tribe 
of Koraifch. If any where in the world, a faithful lift of genealogy, for more than 
ten centuries, may be found, it is certainly among tliefe families of Koraifehites, who 
are conftantly obliged to prove the genuinenefs of their defcent, in order to preferve 
theiq envied privileges. 

I never heard the diftinftion between the genuine and naturalized Arabs formally 
explained. Such a diftinftion is made, however, for the Bedouins value therafelves 
fo much on the purity of their defcent, that they look very contemptuoufly on the 
Arabs who live in cities, as a race debafed by their intermixture with other nations.. 
No Schiech will marry the daughter of a citizen, unlefs he happen to be driven by 
poveny to contrafl: fo unequal an alliance. At Bagdad I faw a Schiech of eminence from 
the defart, who, from motives of this nature, had married the daughter of the Mufti 
of that city. 

The Arabs feem ftill to have a vanity In the ufe of thofe long names which are fo 
difgufting in their liillory ; but this length of names and titles is occaftoned by the 
difficulty of diftinguiftiing individuals among a nation who know not the ufe of family 
names. Thus an Arab named Ali, if his father’s name was Moliaramed, takes the 
name of Ali Ibn Mohammed; if from Bafra, he adds the name of his country, el Bafri 
and, if a min of letters, the name of his fefl', as Schafei; and his name at length will 
thus be, Ali Ibn Mohammed el Bafri el Schafei; fo that he cannot be confounded 
with any otlier of his coujitrymen. An illuflrious man never takes tliefe long 
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names in In’s life-time, but has all this pomp of epithets conferred on him after 
his death. 

Some men, whofe fathers have not been much known, adjoin to their own names 
that of their eldeft fon. A Turk of the name of Salech, who furnifhed me for hue 
with mules to perforin the journey from Aleppo to Konie, called hinifelf Fatime Ugli, 
the fon of Fadme. I alked feveral Turks, if it were common among them to take the 
name of the mother. They replied, that there were fome inllances of it, but tltat no 
man in Ids fenfes would name himfelf after ^ woman. 

OF THE MANNERS AND USAGES OF THE ARABIANS. 

Chap. CXIX. — Of Marrtsge omong the Arabians, 

THF. Europeans are miftaken in thinking the ftate of marriage fo diilereHt among- 
the Muffulmans from what it is with Chriftian nations. I could not difcern any fuch 
difference in Arabia. The women of that counti*y feem to be as free and happy as thofe 
of Europe can pollibly be. 

Polygamy is permitted, indeed, among Mahometans, and the delicacy of our ladies 
is Ihocked at this idea j but the Arabians rarely avail themfelves of the privilege of 
marrying four lawful wives, and entertaining at the fame time any number of female 
flaves. None but rich voluptuaries marry fo many wives, and their conduct is blamed 
by all fober men. Men of fenfe, indeed, think this privilege rather troubiefome than 
convenient. A hulband is, by law, obliged to treat his wives fuitably to their con¬ 
dition, and to difpeiffe his favours among them with perfeft equality ; but thefe are 
duties not a little difagreeable to moft Muffulmans ; and fuch modes of luxury are 
too expenfive to the Arabians, who are feldom in eqfy circurnftances. I inuft, how¬ 
ever, except one cafe; for it fometimes happens that a man marries a number of 
wives in the way of a commercial fpeculation. I knew a Mullah, in a town near 
the Euphrates, who had married four wives, and was fupported by the profits of 
their labour. 

Divorce, the idea of which is alfo regarded as horrid by the lair fex in Europe, is 
not nearly fo common as'is imagined in the Eaft. The Arabians never exercile the 
right of repudiating a wife; uiilefs urged by the flrongeft reafons becaufe this is con- 
fidered a difhonourable ftep, by perfons wdio value their reputation, and throws dif- 
grace on the woman and her relations. Wives are entitled to demand a divorce 
when they think themfelves ill ufed by their hufbands. Only profligate and 
imprudent men, who have married without Goiifideradon, will divorce their wives for 
flight caufas. 

An Arabian, in moderate circurnftances, feldom marries more than one wife. And 
even the moft confiderable perfons in the nation are often contented with one for life. 
Rich men, who are in a condition to maintain as many wives as they pleafe, have often 
confeffed to me, that although they had begun to live with feveral wives, they had at 
laft found that they could be happy only with one. 

The Arabian women enjoy a great deal of liberty, and often a great deal of power, in 
their families. 7 hey continue miftreffes of their dowries, and of the annual income 
which thefe afford, during their marriage; and, iif the cafe of divorce, all their own 
property is referved to them. Hence it happens, that when a man in narrow circum- 
llances marries a woman of fortune, he is entirely dependent on his wife, and dares 
not divorce her. 
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It is abfurd to fay, asfoine trai'eJlers have, that the Mahometan wives are all flaves 
and lo entirely the property of' their hufbands, that they are even inherited by his 
leirs. bt ws reprefentation, flaves purchafed with money have been confounded with 
women of free e/tate, who difpofe of themfelves in the Eaft juft as in Eui'ope. 

1 he opinion, that women are flaves in Arabia, feems to have arifen from the miftakcn 
notion, that fathers there fell their daughters to the higheft bidder. It many times 
liappens,no doubt, that a poor man who has an handfome daughter, is pleafed to match 
her with a rich man, from whom he may receive occafional preleiits. And rich 
voluptuaries, who choofe to marry more wives than one, are obliged to take young 
women of low condition, who are compelled by interefted parents, or feduced by 
iplendour, to accept a hufband who aflbciates them with other wives, and at length 
divorces them. ® 

^ Inftead of felling his daughter, every man, in tolerably eafy circumftances, ftrives to 
pve her a dowry, which may continue her own property. The marriage is made out 
ny the Cadi, and figned in his prefence; and in it not only is her dowry fecured to the 
wife, but aJlb a feparate maintenance, in cafe of a divorce, 'i'he rich often give their 
daughters, in preference, to poor men, and confider their children as more likely to be- 
^3ppy, when thus fettled, than if they were married to rich men. The wife is then 
miftrefsof all the property, and even of the houfe of her hulband, and is notin danger 
of being fent away. ° 

Many ridiculous ftories have been told of the marks of virginity which an Arab 
expects when he marries a young woman. But moft of thefe ftories greatly exaggerate 
the truth. The Bedouins, and the highlanders of Yemen, a rude and alraoft favage 
race, do indeed regard the want of thofe marks as a proof of diftionour, and think them¬ 
felves obliged to fend a woman back to her relations, when her chaftity cannot be thus 
evinced. But the inhabitants of die towns, being more civilized, never concern them- 
lelves about fuch a trifle ; only, in cafe of frich an accident, a Ibn-in-iaw forces an addi¬ 
tion to the dowry from his father-inJaw, by threatening to fend his daughter home 
again, although he never actually does fo. At Bafra I heard of a Angle inftanceof 
divorce upon this ground, and the man was of the loweft clafs of the people. 

Many fuperftitious obfervances, refpefting marriage, ftill prevail in Arabia. The 
Arabs ftill believe in the virtue of enchantments, and in the art of tying and untying 
the knots of fate. The miferable viftim of this diabolical art addreflesfome phyfician, 
or feme old woman; for the old women are always Ikilled in forcery. The Chriftians of 
the Eaft have a Itill more certain remedy againft the effects of witchcraft. They fay 
maffes for the perfon afHifted ; and when, at laft, the imagination of the poor patient 
has had time to recover, the honour of the cure is always aferibed to the powerful 
influence of the mafles. 

We imagine in Europe, that the inhabitants of the Eaft keep eunuchs for the 
guardians of their harams; yet eunuchs are not common through the Ea/t, and in 
Arabia there are none. The Turkifli Monarch keeps more eunuchs in his feraglio at 
Conftanrinople than are in all the reft of his dominions. The Pacha of Aleppo had 
two, and he of Moful one, whom he kept, becaufe he had belonged to Jiis father. It is 
wrong, therefore, to regard Arabia as the feat of eunuchilin. They are brought fi-ont 
Upper Egj'pt, but are moftly natives of the interior and little known provinces of 
Africa. The Arabians abhor the cruel operation which is requiflte to render a man a 
fit guardian of the chaftity of a haram. ^ 

Eunuchs born in a climate which has a tendency to inflame the blood, are not abfo- 
lately void of all pafiion for the fair fex. On the feaj between Suez and Jedda, I met 

with 
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with a eunuch who travelled with his feraglio ; and at Bafra I heard of another rich 
eunuch, w'ho kept female flaves for his private amufement. 

Much has been faid in Europe concerning the origin of the praftice of polygamy, fa 
generally prevalent through the Eaft. Suppofmg that the plur^ity of wives is not barely 
allowed by law, but takes place in faS, fome of our philofophers have imagined, that, 
in hot countries, more women than men are bom j but I have already ftated, that fome 
nations avail not themfelves of the permiflion given by the Muffulman law for one man 
to marry feveral wives. It would be unfair to judge of the manners of a whole people 
by the faftidious luxury of the great. It is vanity that fills feraglios, and that chiefly 
with flaves, moil: of whom are only Haves to a few favourite women. The number of 
female fervants in Europe, who are, in the fame manner, condemned in a great meafure 
to celibacy, is equal or fuperior to tliat of thofe who are confined in the harams of 
the Eaft. 

It is true, that European clergymen and phyficians fettled in the Eaft have prefumed 
that rather more girls than boys are born here. I obtained fome lifts of Chriftian bap- 
tifms in the Eaft; but fome of thofe were filled with iniconfiftencies; and, in the others, 
the number by which the females born exceeded the males was indeed tery tiifling.. 
I have reaion, therefore, to conclude, that the proportion between the male and tlie 
female births is the fame here as elfewhere. This proportion varies fometimes in 
Europe, as is proved by a recent inftance of a town in England, in which, for fome 
part of this century, more girls than boys have been born. 

There are, it mu ft be allowed, a good many Mahometans, who marry more wives 
than one, and at the fame time keep female flaves; but to fupply thefe mens harams a 
furplus of females is not neceffary. Different accidents carry off a number of men, 
and thofe accidents are fuch as the women are not expofed to. In the Eaft, women are 
more impatient for marriage than in Europe. According to the ideas of Eaftern man¬ 
ners, nothing is more dil'graceful to a woman than to remain barren. Confcience obliges 
the women of thofe regions to defire that they may become mothers. A woman will, 
therefore, rather marry a poor man, or become fecond wife to a man already married, 
than remain in a ftate of celibacy. I have mentioned the inftance of the poor Mullah, 
who married four wives, and lived by the profits of their labour. The men are equally 
difpofed to marry, becaufe their wives, inftead of being expenfive, are rather profitable 
to them. Nothing is more rarely to be met with in the Eaft, than a woman unmarried, 
after -a certain time of life. 

The Shiites are, by their law, permitted to live for a certain time, by agreement, but 
without a formal marriage, with a free Mahometan woman. The Perfians frequently 
avail themfelves of this permiflion; but the more rigid Sunnites think this an illicit 
comie&ion, and do not tolerate it. In Turkey, a man who fliould cohabit with a free 
woman, without being married to her, would be punilhed by law. 

Chap. CXX. — Of the domejlic Life (f the Arabs. 

ARABIA affords no elegant or fplendid apartments for the admiration of the trav 
veUer. The hpufes are built of ftone, and have always terrace roofs.. Thofe occupied 
by the lower people axe fmall huts, having a round roof, and covered with a certain 
herb. The huts of the Arabs on the banks of the Euphrates are formed of branches of 
the date tree, and have a round roof covered with rulh mats. The tents of the Bedouins 
are like thofe of the Kurdes and Turcomans. They have the afpeQ: of a tattered hut." 
I have formerly reraarked, that they are formed of coarfe ftuffs prepared by the women. 


■J52 rRAVELS IW ARABIA, BY CARSTEN NIEBUHR. 

The palaces and houfes of Arabians of rank difplay no exterior magnificence. Orna¬ 
ments are not to be expected in the apartments of men who are (trangers to all luxury, ’ 
except what confifts in the number and the value of the horfes, fervants, and arms 
which they keep. The poor fpread their floors w'ith ftraw mats, and the rich with fine 
carpets. No perfon even enters a room, without having firft put oft his flioes. A 
Frenchman boafts of having maintained the honour of his nation, by wearing his flioes 
in the governor of Mecca’s hall of audience. It is juft fuch another boaft, as if an 
Arabian envoy fliould vaunt of trampling on the chairs of an European Lord. 

The men of every family always occupy the fore part of the boufe, and the women 
the back part. If the apartments of the men Are plain, thofe of the women are, on 
the contrary, moft ftudioufly fet off with decorations. Of this I faw a fpecimen in a 
hai'am, which was nearly finiftied for a man of rank. One room in it was wholly 
covered over with mirrors; the roof, the walls, tlie doors, the pillars, prefented all fo 
many looking glafles. The floor was to be fet with fofas, and fpread with carpets. 

Arabians, in circumftances which admit not of their having feparate apartments for 
the females of the family^ are careful, whenever they carry a ftranger into the houfe, 
to enter befc^e before him, and cry Tarik, retire. Upon this notice, given by the 
mafter of the houfe, the wmmen inftantly difappear, and even his very bell friends fee 
not one of them. A man mull, indeed, deny himfelf this fight; for it is reckoned 
highly impolite to falute a woman, or even to look her lledfalUy in the face. To avoid 
receiving llrangers in their houfes, Ihopkeepers and artifans expofe their wares, and, 
follow their rrfpeClive trades, in the open ftreets. 

The retired life of the women difpofes them to behave refpeftfiilly to the other fex. 
I met a Bedouin lady, who, purely out of refpeft, left the road, and turned her 
-back upon me ; and I faw her do the fame to other men. I feveral times have feen 
women kifs the hands of a man of diftinftion, or kneel to kifs his feet. 

The great often have in their halls bafons with jets d’eau, to cool the air. I have 
mentioned that which we fav/ in the Imam of Sana’s hall of audience. The edges of 
the bafonwere coated with marble, and the reft of the floor was covered with rich 
carpets. 

As the people of the Eaft ■walli to keep their floors very clean, they fpit very^ little, 
although they fmoke a great deal. Yet to fpit is not reckoned a piece of impolitenefs. 
I have feen foine perfons of rank ufe a fpitting-box, and others fpit on the bottom of 
the wall, behind the culhions on which they fat. 

As the floors are fpread with carpets, and culhions are laid round the walls, one can¬ 
not fit down, vdthout inconvenience, on the ground; and the ufe oMiairs is unknown 
in the Eaft. The Arabians praftife feveral different modes of fitting. "When they wilh 
to be very much at their cafe, they crofs their legs under the body. 1 found, indeed, 
by experience, that this mode of fitting is the moft commodious for people who wear 
long clothes, and wide breeches, without any confining ligatures. It feems to afford 
better reft, after fatigue, than our pofture of fitting upon chairs. In prefence of fupe- 
rioES, an Arab fits with his two knees touching each other, and with the weight of 
the body refting upon the heels. As in this pdlition a perfon occupies lefs room than 
in the other, tins is the pofture in which they ufually place themfelves at table, I often, 
tried it, but found it extremely uneafy, and could never accuftom myfelf to it. In 
many parts of Arabia, there are long, low chairs, made of ftraw mats j but they fit 
crofs-legged on them, as well as on the carpets. 

The lue which the Arabians lead in their houfes, is ,fo vacant and .unvaried^ that 
they cannot help feeling it irkfome. Their natural vivacity prompts them to feek 

amufements 
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amufements out of doors. They frequent coffee-houfes and markets, and are fond 
of affembling in public meetings as often as poiTible. Yet they have not the fame 
means of diverfion as other nations. What I have formerly faid concerning the amufe- 
nientsof the inhabitants of the Eaft, refpefts the Arabians only in part. They are often 
obliged to take up with fedentary and domeftic amufements, which to Europeans appear 
very infipid. 

It is, no doubt, to divert the tasdium of a fedentary life, that the people of the Eaft 
make fo much ufe of tobacco. The Arabians, notwithftanding the natmral drynefs of 
their conftitution, and the warmth of their climate, fmoke ftill more than the inhabitants 
of the northern provinces of Afia. They ufe the long Perfian pipe, which I have 
already defcribed. A cuftom peculiar to Arabia is, that perfons of opulence and fafhion 
carry always about them a box filled with odoriferous wood. They put a bit of this 
wood into any perfon’s pipe, to whom they wifh to exprefs particular refpefit j and it com¬ 
municates to the tobacco a fragrant fmell, and a very agreeable tafte. 

I never faw the Arabians ufe opium, like the Turks and the Perfians. Inftead of taking 
this gratification, they conftantly chew Kaad. This is the buds of a certain tree, which 
are brought in fmall boxes from the hills of Yemen. Perfons who have good teeth 
chew thefe buds juft as they come from the tree; for the ufe of old men it is firft 
brayed in a mortar. It feems to be from faflrion merely that thefe buds are chewed ; 
for they have a difagreeable tafte; nor could we accuftom ourfelves to them. I found 
likewife that Kaad has a parching effeO: upon the conftitution, and is unfavourable 
to fleep. 

The lower people are fond of raifmg their fpirits to a ftate of intoxication. As they 
have no ftrong drink, they, for this purpofe, fmoke Hafchifch, which is the dried leavra 
of a fort of hemp. This fmoke exalts their courage, and throws them into a ftate in 
w'hich delightful vifions dance before the imagination- One of our Arabian fervants, 
after fmoking Hafchifch, met with four foldiers in the ftreet, and attacked the whole 
party. One of the foldiers gave him a found beating, and brought him home to us. 
Notwithftanding his milhap, he would not make himfeif eafy, but ftill imagined, fuch 
w'as the effeQ: of his intoxication, that he was a match for any four men. 


Ch &p. CXXI. — Of the Food of the Arabians, and their Manner of Eating. , 

AS the people of the Eaft fquat themfelves upon the ground when they fit, fo theif 
manner of eating at meals is conformable to this way of fitting. They fpread a large 
cloth in the middle of the room, put upon this cloth a fraall table only one foot high, 
and upon the table a large round plate of tinned copper. Upon this are fet different 
copper difhes, neatly tinned within and without. Inftead of table napkins, 
Arabians of rank ufe a long linen cloth, which thofe at table put under their knees. 
Where this linen cloth is wanting, every one ufes a fmall handkerchief of his own. 
They ufe no knives nor forks. The Turks have fometimes wooden or horn fpoons; 
but the Arabians ufe their fingers with great dexterity, and eat all diflies with the 


hand. r 1 -n a 

Were we to Judge them by the ftandard of our own manners, the people of the Eaft 

behave very indecently at an European table. I could not help being much ftruck by 
the behaviour of the firft Turk I faw eat, who was the comptroller of the cuftoms of 
the Dardanelles, in company with whom I happened to fup at the French Conful’s 
table. That Turk tore his meat in pieces with his fingers, and wiped them with 
his napkin. My furprife at this mode of eating ceafed when I became more familiar 
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with the manners of thofe people. I'hey tnow not the nfe of table napkins, ^id fup- 
pofe them to be handkerchiefs, with which they are to wipe tuerafelyes. 1 hey are 
much at a lofs when a piece of meat is to be cut j for they think it mdecent to make 
■nfe of the left hand in cutting it, as with it they perform their ablutions. They manage 
better when the meats are, after their own fa{liion,,cut into fniali bits, before bang let 
down on the table. We, Europeans, were at firft fliocked to fee fo many hands m the 
dilh together. But, as the Mahometans are obliged, by the laws oi their rehgion, to 
pay the utmoft attention to perfonal cleanlinefs, and are habituated to it, there is in 
reality little difference in point of delicacy, between their mode of eatmg and ours* 

The more eminent ScWechsin the defart eat of nothing but Pilau, or boiled nee. It 
is ferved up in a very large wooden plate. The company fit down and ^t, one alter 
another, till the whole contents of the plate be exhaufled, or they are fansfied. In the 
houfes of perfons of diftinaion in the towns, feveral of thefe plates are fet, one hpon 
another, in a pyramidical form* When the mailers rife, the fervaiits fit down at the 

fame table, and eat up what remains. ^ , nc 

The meal was ferved up in a dilferent fliyle at Merdin, where 1 dined with nrteen 

of. the Waiwode^s officers* A fervant flood in the middle of the company, to fet 
down and remove the dillies which were brought in by the other fervants. Hardly 
was a plate fet down upon the table, when fixteen hands were thrufl into it, ail at once» 
and foon emptied it of its contents, efpecially when this was paflry, which the inhabi¬ 
tants of the Eafl, whofe drink is water, are paffionateiy fond of* They eat with 
amazing quicknefs in the Eafl* At Merdan we emptied more tlian fourteen plates 
within lefs than twenty minutes. 

The Muffulmans in general, and particularly the Arabs, repeat always a fhort prayer 
before fitting down to a meal, In the name of the mofl merciful God*” When any 
one has done eating, he rifes, without waiting for the refl, and fays, God be praifed* 
They drink little while they eat , but, as they rife from the table after waffling, they 
drink fome cold water, and a cup of coff ee* 

The Arabians, in the eafternpart of tliis country, are not lefs fond than the Turks 
of coffee, which they alfo call Kahwe. They prepare it in the manner which we have 
adopted from them. The only difference between their mode of preparing it and 
ours, is, that they, inftead of grinding their coffee-beans, pound them in a mortar* We- 
carried a coffee-mill with us. into Arabia, but foon found the tafle of the pounded coffee 
much fuperior to that of the ground, and left off ufing our mill* 1 he pounding feems 
better to exprefs the oily parts of the bean, which give the coffee its peculiar relifli* 
The people of the Eaft always drink their coffee without either milk or fugar* 

It is odd enough that, in Yemen, the proper country of which the coffee plant is a 
native, there fliould be fo little coffee drank. It is there called Bann, and isiuppofed 
to have heating effe£ls upon the blood. The favourite drink of the Arabians of this 
province is prepared from the hufks of coffee-beans, flightly roafted, ami pounded. It 
is called Kahwe, or more commonly Kifcher. It taftes like tea, and is thought refrefli- 
ing. People of diftinflion drink it out of porcelain cups, and the lower Ibrt out of cups 
of coarfe earthern ware. 

Although the Muffulmans are forbidden the ufe of all intoxicating liquors, yet many 
of them Hi'e paffionateiy fond of thefe, and drink them privately, and at night in their 
own houfes. Onr phyfician faw, in the houfe of a rich merchant at Lohem, all the 
neceffary inftrumeuts for diflilling brandy. On the frontiers of Arabia, where there are 
Chriftlans, both wine and fpirituous liquors are to be found ; but in Anibia, none of 
thefe are lobe obtained, except from the Jews of Sana, who have great plenty, and that 
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of excellent quality. They fupply their countrymen; but having no calks, they are 
obliged to carry their wine and brandy in copper veflels, which renders the ufe of them 
dangerous to the health. The Englifli, too, fometimes bring arrack from India 
to Mokha. 

At Loheia, we bought a fort of wine, prepared from an infufion of dry grapes in 
water, in a pot 'which is buried in the gromid, to make the liquor ferment. We had 
alfo ofteredto us a thick, white liquor, called Bufa, which is prepared from meal uitfced 
with water, and brought- into a ftate of fermentation. It is ufed at Bafra, and is IHil 
more common in Armenia, where the' inhabitants keep it in large earthen pots, half 
buried in the ground, and draw it out for ufe by the infertion of reeds. A proof of 
the permanency of national cuftom is, that Xenophon found this fame liquor ufed in 
Armenia, and prefeiw^ed in this very manner. 

The Arabians are, in general, a fober frugal nation, which is probably the caufeof 
their leannefs, and feemingly ftinted growth. Their ufual articles of food are rice, 
pulfe, milk, butter, and Keimak, or whipped cream. They are not without animal 
food; but they feldom eat of it; for it is thought very unwholefome in thefe hot 
countries. Mutton is the moll common fpecies of animal food ufed here ; and on it 
the Arabians of the defart chiefly live. As the caftration of ammals,_ though not for¬ 
bidden by the MulTulman law, is little praftifed here, wether mutton is never ufed by 
the Arabians. 

The common people in Arabia have little other food, but bad bread made of Durra, 
a fort of coarfe millet, by kneading it with camel’s milk, oil, butter, or greafe. I could 
not eat of this bread at firft, and would have preferred to it the worft bread 1 had ever 
'eaten in Europe ; but the people of the country, bdmg accuftouied to it, prefer it to 
barley bread, which they think too light. 

The modes of baking bread are different in different places of Arabia. In the fliip 
in which we tailed from Jidda to Loheia, there was a tailor, whole talk every afternoon 
was to prepare Durra for next day’s bread. He broke and bruifed the grain between 
two ftones, one of which was convex, the other concave. Of the meal thus prepared, 
he formed dough, and then divided it into fmall cakes. In the mean time, the oven 
xvas heated ; but it was limply an earthern pot glazed; and a fire of charcoal Wm 
kindled up within it. W^hen the oven was fufficiently heated, the cakes were laid 
againfl the fides of the pot, without removing the coals, and in a few moments the bread 
was taken up half-roafted, and was eaten hot. ^ ... 

The Arabians of the defart ufe a heated plate of iron, of a gridiron, ui preparmg 
their cakes. When they have no gridiron, they roll their dough into balls, and put 
it either among live coals, or into a fire of camels dung, where they co'ver tt ml it ra 
penetrated by the heat. They then remove the alhes, and eat the bread, while rt is 
fcarcely dry, and ftill hot. In the towns, the Arabians have ovens like ours j *'^^**' 
bread is of barley-meal, and of the form and thicknels of our pancakes; but they* 

never give it enough of the fire. _ , r -u n, 11 

It is lingular that the Arabs, 'who are no ftrangers to the invention of mills, mould 
ftill continue the old and troubleforae praftice of bruifing their grain with ftones, without 
machinery. But I fufpefl; that they find bread made of meal prepared in this way to 
tafte more agreeably than that which is made of meal that has been ground in a ™di* 
The negroes of certain countries in Africa, are faid to prefer the mode of brujun^ 
their maize upon a ftone, even after they have lived long among Europeans. 
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Chap, CXXIT. — Of ihe Hrep arid Fajhiom of the Arabians, 

WHEN Ipeaking of the drefs of the inhabitants of the Eaft in genera!, I communi¬ 
cated fome idea of the dreffes ufed by the Arabians. I defcribed the drefs of people of 
diftinftion in Yemen, when 1 had occalion to mention the drefs of ceremony with which 
I was htvoured by the Imam of Sana. But there is a great variety in the national drefics 
of the Arabians, and various faftiions prevail among them, which I mull not leave 
unnoticed. 

Nothing can be more inconvenient or expenfive than the head-drefs worn by Ara¬ 
bians of falliion. They wear fifteen caps, one over another, fome of which are indeed 
of linen, but the reft of thick cloth or cotton. That which covers all the reft is ufually 
richly embroidered with gold, and has always fome fentence of the Koran embroidered 
upon it. Over all thefe caps they wrap a large piece of rauflin, called a Safeh, ornamented 
at the ends, which flow loofe upon the Ihoulders, with fiik or golden fringes. As it 
muft be very difagreeable, in a hot country, to have the head always loaded in tliis 
manner, the Arabians, when in their own houfes, or with intimate friends, lay afide 
this ufelefs weight, all to one or two of the caps. But before perfbns whom they are 
obliged to treat with ceremony or refpeft, they dare not appear without their turbans. 
Thofe who defire to pafs for men of learning, difeover their pretenfions by the bulk of 
their turbans. 

Arabians of rank wear one piece of drefs, which is not in ufe among the other inha¬ 
bitants of the Eaft. This is a piece of fine linen upon the ftioulder, which feems to 
have been originally intended to fhelter the wearer from the fun and rain, but is now 
merely ornamental. 

The common cials of Arabs wear only two caps, with the Safeh carelefsly bound on 
the head. Some have drawers and a fliirt; but the greater number have only a piece 
of linen about their loins, a large girdle with the Jambea, and a piece of cloth upon the 
Ihoulders; in other refpefts they are naked, having neither Ihoes nor ftockings. In the 
highlands, where the climate is colder, the people wear fheep Ikins. The fcanty clothes 
which they wear through the day, are alfo their covering by night; the cloth Twaddled 
about the waift ferves for a mattrafs; and the linen garment worn about the loins is 
a flieet to cover the Arab while he fleeps. The highlanders, to fecure themfelves from 
being infefted by infefls, fleep in facks. 

Perfons in a middle rank of life wear,inftead of Ihoes, fanda!s,being merely fingle foies, 
or fometimes thin pieces of wood, bound upon the foot with a ftrap of dreflTed Jeather. 
People of better fortune ufe flippers, like thofe worn through the reft of the Eaft; and 
this is alfo the drefs for the feet worn by the women. 

The ordinary drefs of the Arabs is indeed Ample enough ; but they have alfo a fort 
of great coat, without fleeves, called Abba, which is fimpler ftill. 1 was acquainted 
with a blind tailor at Bafra, who earned his bread by making Abbas; fo that they 
cannot be of a very nice lhape, or made of many pieces. In Yemen they are worn only 
by travellers; but in the province of Lachfa, the Abba is a piece of drefs commonly 
ufed by both fexes. 

In feveral places in Arabia, the men wear no drawers ; but thefe with a large Ihirt 
are all the drefe ufed by the lower women. In the Tehama, women of this clafs wrap 
a linen cloth about their loins in the manner of drawers. The women of Hedsjasveil 
their feces, like thofe of Egypt, with a narrow piece of linen, which leaves both the 
eyes uncovered, la Yemen, they wear a larger veil, which covers the fece fo entirely, 

that 
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that the eyes can hardly be difcerned. At Sana and Mokha, they cover the face with 
a gauze veil, which is often embroidered with gold. They wear all rings on their 
fingers, arms, nofe, and ears. They ftain their nails red, and their h^ds and feet of a 
brownilli yellow colour, with the juice of the plant Elhenne. I he circle of the eyes, 
and even the eye-lafhes, they paint black, with a preparation of lead ore called Eochhel. 
The men fometimes imitate this mode of painting the eyes with Kochhel j but perfons 
of fenfe laugh at fo effeminate a practice. 

This modp of ftaining the Ikin of a brown colour, is poffibly ufed by the women of 
the low country, in confequence of the natural fallownels of their complexion, i hey 
fancy, that, when the whole body is brown, the peculiar darknefs of the countenance 
will efcape obfervation. I conjeGure this much concerning the women, from the prac¬ 
tice of the men; they going almoil naked, rub the body all over with Elhenne, and 
thus become entirely brown. 

The women of Yemen alfo make black punftures in their face to intprove thetr 
beauty. Their natural complexion is a deep yellow; but, among the hills, are perfona 
of fair complexion and fine faces, and there even among the peafantry. In the towns, 
thefe women, w^ho think themfelves handfome, lift up their veils to fliew their beauty,, 
whenever they think they can do it unobferved. 

Falhion fliews its influence, in a particular manner, in the modes In which the hair 
and beard are worn in Arabia. In the Imam of Sana’s dominions, all men, of whatever 
Ilation, fliave their heads. In other parts of Yemen, all men, even the Schiechs, pre- 
ferve their hair, wrap it in a handkerchief, and knot it up behind ; caps and turbans 
are not in ufe there. Some of the highlanders keep their hair long and loofe, and bind 
the head with fmall cords. 

Every body, without exception, wears the beard of its natural length; but the Arabs 
keep their muftachios very Ihort. In the highlands of Yemen, where few ftrangers 
are ever feen, it is dilgraceful to appear without a beard. Our lervant wore only his 
muffachios; and thofe good highlanders fancied that we had fliaven him by way of 
punifhment for fome fault. 

The Turks, on the contrary, fhave their beards, and keep only their muftachios longi. 
Among this nation, the beard is an enfign of honour and dignity; and therefore the 
flaves and doracftic fervants of great men are obliged to keep themfelves clofe fhaven. 
The Perfians wear long muftachios, and clip their beards in an aukward enough falhion« 
The Kurdes fhave their beards, but preferve their muftachios, with a lift of hair upon 
each cheek. 

The Arabians have all black beards. Some old men, when their beards are whitened 
by time, dye them red j but this piafttce is generally difapproved. The Perfians 
blacken their beards, although naturally black, and continue to do fo, till a very 
advanced age. TurWfli gravity could not endure the ufe of this felhion of ornament. 
Some young noblemen are indeed beginning to imitate this Perfian mode, in order to 
difguife the whitenefs of their beards j for this colour of their hair is more common in 
Turkey than in the fouthern regions of Afia. A white beard is thought by the Turks to 
be very unbecoming for a man of rank. 

WhenTurks, who have had themfelves fhaven in their youth, determine uponfiiffering 
their beards to grow, they obfervethe ceremony of pronouncing a Fatha, which is con- 
fidered as a vow to preferve their hair untouched by a razor through the reft of 
life. The Maiiometans perhaps fancy, as fome travellers have reprefented, that angels 
occupy their beards. It is at leaft certain, that a man who cuts his beard, after having 
once determined to preferve it long, is feverely punifhed for the breach of his vow'. At 
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Bafra, would be condemned to receive three hundred blows with a flick, but might 
indeed, for a round fum efcape the punifliment. An inhabitant of that city, who hii i, 
twelve years before I vifited it, fliaveii himfelf in a drunken fit, Sed to India, and uurlt 
never return, for fear of the difgrace, and the puniihmeni:, which he had merited both 
by his Ihaving and his drunkennefs. 

The Jews, tlirough all the Eaft, preferve their beards from their youth. They wear 
the beard not in the fame form as the Muflalmans and Chriftiaas, flmving none of it 
about the temples and the ears. To dillinguiih themielves ftill mare from the reft of 
mankind, they retain two tufts of hair hanging over their eyes. Thefe of Arabia 
refemble thofe of Poland; only they have a more decent and lefs beggarly afpe^l. 
They dare not wear the turban, but are obliged to content themfelves with a fmall 
bonnet. Neither are they fuffered to drefs in any colour but blue j all their clothes 
are of blue cloth. They are alfo forbidden the ufe oi the Jambea, 

As there are many Banians fettled in Arabia, I Ihall add a few words refpefting their 
drefs. It confills of a turban of a particular form, a piece of linen upon the fhoulders, 
another piece of linen fixed by a firing about their loins, and flippers. Some alfo wear 
over thefe pieces of drefs a long white robe, which plaits upon the haunches, and fits 
clofe upon the body and the arms, Thefe Indians uled to drefs entirely in white ; but 
they received fome years fuice, an order from Sana, enjoining them to wear red. clothes, 
1 o obtain a difpenfation from this change of drefs, they paid a confiderable fum to the 
Imam, and the order was revoked. They were foon after enjoined, by another edict, 
to wear a red, inftead of a white turban : But not choofmg to buy off in this inftance, 
they obeyed, and now wear a red turban, with the reft of dieir drefs white. 

Ghap. CXXni. — Politen^s. 

IN Yemen, Oman, and Perlia, an European is treated with as much civility as a 
Mahometan w^ould find in Europe. Some travellers complain of the rude manners of 
the inhabitants of the Eafl; but it niuft be allowed that the Europeans often involve 
themfelves in embarraflhients in thele countries, by being the firft to exprefs contempt 
or averfion for the Muffulmans. A proof of the defire of thefe governments to obtain 
the friendfhip of Europeans, is their exafting eafier dudes of cuftom from them than 
from other nations, as I had occafion to remark, both in Perfia, and throughout all 
Arabia. 

In Turkey they are lefs kindly treated. A comparifon of the manners of the 
Turks with thofe of the Arabians, will belt prove the fuperior politenefs of the latter 
nation, 

The Turks in general hate Europeans j probably from an indiftinO: xemembrance 
of the bloody u^rs which they have at diflerent times waged with the inhabitants of 
the Weft. Children are, with them, as much terrified at the name of European as with 
us at the name of Turk, Turks, in the fervice of Europeans, confider their mailers 
as indebted to them for protection, yet are defpifed by their countrymen for eating the 
bread of Chrillian^, and at Conftantinople are nicknamed fwine-herds. The Europeans 
are held m particular abhorrence at Damietta, Damafeus, and Kahira. T- he Arabians 
having never had any quarrels with the inhabitants of Europe, have not the fame 
xeafons for viewing them with averfion. 

Neither are the Chriftians of the Eaft treated equally well in ail the different parts 
of Afia, The Armenians and Georgians are not ill looked upon in Perfia ; and may 

afpire to the firft pofts in the army, without changing their religion* I was ipyfelf 
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acquainted at Shiraz with a Khan, and feveral officers, who were Chriftians, and natives 
of Georgia. The Turks again admit no Chriftian foldiers into their armies, and regard 
their Chriftian fellow fubjeftswitli the moft infolent contempt. 

In Arabia, the Chriftians are called Naftara or Nnfranl. As they are incapable of 
any honourable office in this country, the moft refpeftable among them are merchants. 
The Arabians, for this reafon, give every Chriftian of a decent appearance the title 
either of Chauadsje, or of Barfagan, two appellations both fignifying merchant. A 
Chriftian of more ordinary drefs and equipage is called Mallim, or mafter, as they fup- 
pofe fuch a one to be an ardfan. I had alTunied the name of Abdallah, and was ac¬ 
cordingly called in Arabia Chauadsje Abdalla, and in Perfta Abdalla Aga. In Natolia,. 
where the Turkifti language prevails, and civility feems to be unknown, the Turks 
call the Chriftians of the Eaft Dsjaurler, a term extremely contemptuous. A Turk, 
who had hired me his mules for the journey between Aleppo and Konie, and was 
confequently in my fervice, never gave me another name than Dsjaur. I told him, 
indeed, that I was not a Dsjaur, but a Frank; and he afterwards gave me the name of 
Frank or Abdallah. 

The behaviour of the Turks to the Chriftians correfponds to the reproachful langnage^ 
in which they addrefs them. In the Turkifti empire Chriftians are obliged to wear°a 
badge, which marks their fervile condition, and to pay a poll tax. In Conftantinople, 
Chriftians, as they pafs, are required either to fweep the ftreets, and remove the filth, 
orvto pay money, that they may be excufed. Tbefe vexatious impolitions are not 
warranted by the government; but fo abject is the condition of the Chriftians, that 
they dare not complain of an injury fuffered from a Mahometan. They are in danger- 
of being infulted if they appear in the ftreets on days of public feftivity. I fliall mentiom 
one iuftance, out of many, which I witnefled, of the infolence of the Turks. In Natolia, 
we met in the high way with a Turk, who being about to mount his horfe, compelled 
an honeft Greek merchant to alight from his mule, and hold the ftirrup to him. An 
Arab would blulh for fnch rudenefs. A Schiech, from whom we had hired camels, 
ufed often to prelent his back for a ftep by which I might mount my dromedary,. 

I know enough of the Chriftians of the Eaft, to induce me to believe that their own 
conduft often draws upon them the contempt of the Turks; at leaft, the Greek mer* 
chants whom I faw in Natolia were mean, flattering, babbling creatures j qualities 
which could not but render them contemptible to a haughty and ferious nation. They 
would eagerly run to hold the ftirrup, not only to a Turk, but even to their own 
Katerdsjis or horfe-hirers, with whom they condefcend to cultivate a lhaineful familiarity. 
A Turk, who was fervant to two Greeks, called his matters Dsjaurlers, and they him 
Bekir Aga, or Mr. Bekir. In the prefence of the Turks, they called themfelves- 
Dsjaurlers, and give the Turks the pompous titles of Bafchara, Effendum, Sultanum, 
&c. exclufively ; but, on the contrary, in the abfence of the Turks, they difcover an 
infufierable degree of vanity, and the fofteft names they give them are Kafr and Kopek. 
The Armenians indeed are of a different charafler. They are grave and fincere, be» 
have with a degree of dignity, and know better how to command the efteem of the 
Turks, who treat them better than the Greeks. They foinetimes, or indeed pretty often, 
hear themfelves called infidels; but this reproach they laugh at, and confidently name 
themfelves Chriftians, by which means they come to receive the fame name from the 
Mahometans. 

In Arabia and Perfia, the Jews are held at leaft as much in contempt as in Europe. 
In Turkey they are very numerous, and pradife all different trades. Among thofe of 
them who are employed in commerce, are foine rich bankers, who often rife into credit 
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with people in power, and aiFord protection to their brethren. The Arabians call 
them Jehudi. In Turkey, where they are infulted alike by the Muffulmans and die 
Chriftians, they receive the denomination of Tfchefied, which is ftill more opprobrbus 
than that of Dsjaur. 

The chief part of Arabian politenefs is hofpitality; a virtue which is hereditary to 
the nation, and which they {till exercife in its primitive fimplicity. An ambaffador fent 
to any prince or Schiech has his expences defrayed, and receives prefents, according to 
the cuftom of the Eaft. A traveller of any diftinaion, who fliould go to fee any great 
Schiech in the defart, would receive the fame treatment. I have fpoken occafionally 
of the Kans and Manfales, or houfes of hofpitable entertainment, in which I was re¬ 
ceived on ray travels. What appears to diftinguifii the Arabians from the other inha¬ 
bitants of the Eaft, is, that they exercife hofpitality to all, without refpefl: of rank or 
religion. 

The Arabians invite ail who come in while they are at table, to eat with them, whe¬ 
ther great or fmall, Mahometans or Chriftians. In the caravans, I have often had the 
pleafure of feeing a poor Muleteer prefs paffengers to lhare his meals, and, with an 
air of fatisfaftion, diftribute his little ftore of bread and dates to whofoever would ac¬ 
cept any part of it from him. I have, on the other hand, been fhocked at the beha¬ 
viour even of rich Turks, who retired to a corner to eat by themfelves, that they might 
avoid alking any one to partake of their fare. 

When a Bedouin Schiech eats bread with ftrangers, they may truft his fidelity, and 
depend upon his protedtion. A traveller will always do well to take an early oppor¬ 
tunity of fecuring the friendftiip of liis guide by a meal. When two Arabians falute each 
other, he who fpeaks firft lays his right hand on his heart, and fays, "Salam aleikum,” 
« peace be with youthe other replies, “ Aleikum effalaraor, “ with you be peace.” 
Old perfons commonly add their blelfing, or rather “ the mercy and blelTmg of God.” 
The Mahometans of Egypt and Syria never falute the Chriftians in thefe words j but 
content themfelves with faying to them, “ Sebachel chair,” “ good day j” or, “ Sahheb 
falamat,” “friend, how art thou ?” In Temen, this diftint^on is not obferved. The 
inhabitants of the highlands of Yemen ufe a form of falutation, of which I could never 
learn the meaning. 

I long imagined that the ufe of a peculiar form of falutation to Chriftians was owing 
to the orthodox zeal of the Mahometans; but I have fince underftood, that it is rather 
owing to a fuperftitious averfion in the oriental Chriftians for the Mufliilman form of 
falutation. They would not fuffer me to ufe thofe words, and would not reply in them 
to feme Turks who miftook them for men of their own nation i a circumftancc 
which eafily happens, as Chriftians fometimes ufe the white turban to procure refpedt, 
and to make robbers fuppofe them Turks. 

Two Arabs of the defart meeting, fhake hands more than ten times. Each kifles 
lus own hand, and IHII repeats the queftion, “ How art thou ?” In Yemen, perfons 
who value themfelves on their good breeding, ufe many compliments. Each does as 
if he wilhed the other’s hand, and draws back his own to avoid receiving the fame 
honour. At length, to end the conteft, the eldeft of the two fuffers the other to kifs 
his fingers. People of rank embrace their equals ; and all treat one another with a 
degree of politenefs that furprifes ftrangers. 

At vifits, they obferve nearly the fame cuftoms as the other inhabitants of the Eaft. 
When the vifit is an ordinary and familiar one, pipes of Kircher and Kaad are always 
prefented; on a vifit of ceremony, rofe water and perfumes are added. When it is 
lime for the vifitor to retire, a fervant comes in with a flalk of rofe water and befprlnkles 
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-the company, another perfumes the beard of the vifitor, and the wide fleeves of his 
gown. Wiien we firft iaw the ceremony ufed, wJiich was at Rafchid, we were a good 
deal furprifed to fee a fervaut fit down befide us, and caft w'ater upon our faces. 

Chap. CXSIV. — Of feme peculiar Cuflms. 

IN hot countries, cleanlinels is indifpenfably neceflary to health. The common 
people, who reafon little, might forget or negleft a care fo neceflary to their welfare. 
For this reafon, as it would feem, have the founders of feveral fefts enjoined purifica¬ 
tions and ablutions as a religious duty. 

The Arabians are obliged to be extreme cleanly by the laws equally of their climate 
and their religion ; and thtw obferve thofe precepts with the moft fcrupulous exadi- 
tude. They not only warn, bathe, and pair their nails very often, but cut away all 
hairs from the body; and pluck them from thofe parts upon which the razor qannot 
be employed, that not the laafli impurity may remain upon them. Thofe are held in 
contempt who exercife uncleanly trades, fuch as the fervants at the public baths, barbers, 
cooks,^ tanners, &c. This contempt, however, falls upon the employment, without 
operating to the exclufion of the perfon exercifing it from fociety. 

Much has been faid concerning the origin of the cuftom of circumdfing infants, 
which feems at firfl view, fb abfurd. Some have referred it to men’s dilpofition, to 
oifer to the Deity a part of what they hold deareft, and vahie as moft precious. But 
this feems to be an awkward attempt at pleafantry, and befides, is not true} otherwife, 
circumcifion would be praftifed among all nations, in all climates, and would be regarded 
as a religious ceremony whereas it fubfifts only in hot countries, and there not as a 
reUgious infiitution, but as an old cuftom. 

It is true that feveral nations, in hot climates, do not praSiife it, fuch as the Perfians, 
the Indians, and many of the inhabitants of AfHca j but there are others who obferve 
it, although not enjoined by the precepts of their religion. Such are the Chriftians of 
Abyftinia, and many of the idolatrous people of Africa. The Mahometans do not ebn- 
fider circumcifion as a religious duty, but merely as a laudable cuftom of their anceftors, 
worthy of being kept up. None but the fuperftitious Jews appear to attach ideas of 
religious fanftity to an obfervance which is purely civil. 

The cuftom of circumcifing infants certainly owes its origin to the phyfical nature 
of thefe climates. There are fome corporeal defects and infirmities more common in 
fome countries than in others, which this praftice has a tendency to remedy; and, 
vvhere thefe prevail, circumcifion is ufed. Nothing is more effeftual in preventing thofe 
difeafes, which, in hot countries, are liable to attack certain parts, than the keeping of 
thofe parts very clean by frequent ablution. Circumcifion renders this ablution ne- 
cellary, and reminds thofe, who might otherwife negle6l it, of its utility. Legiflators 
have accordingly thought it their duty to make people takefiiitable precautions for thepre- 
fervation of health, by giving this ufeful cuftom the fanftion of laws civil and religious. 

This conjefture will appear the more probable, when it is confidcred that die praSice 
of circumcifing girls is generally in the fame countries in which boys are dreufneifed. In 
Oman, on the fliores of the Perfian Gulph, among the Chriftians of Abylfinia, and in 
Egypt, among the Arabs and Copts, this latter cuftom is prevalent. At Bafra and 
Bagdad, ail the women of Arabian blood circumcife their daughters as well as their 
fons. At Kahira, the women who perform this operation are arf well known as ^nid- 
wives. They are openly called iiito houfes from the ftreefis, without- any fecret being 
made of the intention with which they are invited. - 
VOL. X, Y In 


travels IK ARABIA, BV CARSTEN NIEBUHR, 

In Egypt, we mentioned to a nobleman, who had invited us to his country feat, our 
curiofity to ^ow in what manner girls were circumcifcil. He immediately made a 
young Arabian girl, who had been cii'cumcifed, and was then eighteen years of age, to 
be called in, and allowed us to examine, in the prefence of his fervants, what changes 
had been produced by the operation, upon tlie parts, and even to make a drawing of 
them. I was convinced, that it is alfo out of cleanlinefs, and to render ablution eafier, 
that the praflice of circuincifing women has been firft adopted. No law has appointed 
it, any more than that of boys; it is a ufage, not a religious duty. 

The corruption of dead bodies has the moft dellruclive effefls upon the health in hot 
countries ; more fo than In more temperate climates. It was therefore necefiaiy' to fe- 
cure the inhabitants from its noxious influence, by increafing, through religious motives, 
their natural Bverfion for dead carcafes. Mahomet, and fome other founders of fedfo, 
have for this reafon affixed ideas of fpiritual impurity to the act of touching a dead 
body. Some Muflulmans require great purification to cleanfe a man thus defiled, and 
feparate him for fome time from fociety. The Arabians are lefs rigid; when a perfon 
of this nation has had the misfortune to touch a carcafe, he waffies himfelf carefully, 
and, when no mark of external impurity remains, he then returns to the ordinary inler- 
courfe of life. 

A frugal nation, who regard even fobrlety as a virtue, mull; naturally affix ideas of 
jhame to every thing that indicates any degree of intemperance. The Arabians are 
greatly ffiocked when that accident happens to a man, wdiich is the natural confequence 
of the fulnefs of the inteftines after too copious a meal, and of the indigeftion of windy 
articles of diet. TTie Chevalier D’Arvieux has been blamed as guilty of exaggeration 
in W'hat he fays coiicernihg the delicacy of the Arabs upon this I'core; but 1 have found 
all that he fays of tke manners and" ufages of this nation to be ftriftly true. I am, 
therefore, melined to believe equally what he relates concerning things which I could 
not obferve or verify myfelf. It Ihould feera that the Arabs are not all equally ffiocked 
at fuch -an involuntary accident. Yet, a Bedouin, guilty of fuch a piece of indecency, 
would be-defpifed by his countrpnen. The inftance of an Arab of the tribe of Belludsje 
was mentioned to me, who, for a reafon of this fort, was obliged to leave his country, 
and never durft return. 

The ignorance of the Arabians fuhjefls them to all the illufions of fuperftition. They 
wear al moft. all amulets upon tlieir arms; on their fingers they have ordinary rings.. 
Their religion is faid to oblige them to take oft' their rings, which are of gold, or 
fet with precious Hones, whenever they fay their prayers, which, if tliis precaution 
were neglefled, would be of no efficacy. • They feem to think, that, in order to be 
beard, they mull appear before the Deity in the utmoft humiliation and abafement, 

OF THE LANGUAGE AND SCIENCES OF THE ARABIANS. 

Chap. CXXV. — Cf the Lem^mge and Writing of the Arabians. 

THE Arabian language, one of the moft ancient and general in the world, has had 
the fate of other living languages, which have been fpoken through many ages, and by 
the inhabitants of different provinces and countries remote from one another. It has 
gradually undergone fuch an alteration, that the Arabic fpoken and written by Mahomet 
may now be regarded as a dead language. 

From religious prejudices, perhaps theMulTulmans in general believe,and the Arabians 
affiert, the language of the Koran, and confequently the dialeft fpoken at Mecca in the 
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days of Mahomet, to be the pureft and moft perfect of all. That dialect, however, 
diilers fo widely from the modern language of Arabia, that it is now taught and ftudied 
in the college of Mecca juft as the Latin is at Rome. The fame is done througli 
Yemen; and is fo much the more neceflary, becaufe the dialeft of that province, 
w'hich differed from Mecca eleven centuries fince, has fuffered new and very confidei- 
able changes fmce that period. The dial eft of the highlands of Yemen is faid to have 
tlie flrongeft analogy to the language of the Koran; for thofe highlanders have 
little intercourfe with ftrangers. The old Arabic language is, through all the Eaft, juft 
like Latin in Europe, a learned tongue, to be acquired only in colleges, or by the perufal 
of the bell authors. 

There Is, perhaps, no other language diverfified by fo many dialefts as that of Arabia. 
The nation, having extended their conquefls, and fent out colonies through great part 
of Aha, and alinolt over the whole coafts of Africa; the different people conquered 
by them have been obliged to fpeak the language of their new mailers and neigh¬ 
bours ; but thofe people retained at the fame lime terms and phrafes of their former 
language, wliich have dobafed the purity of the Arabic, and formed a diverfity of 
dialefts. ^ 

Thefe different dialefts In Arabia bear a confiderable refemblance to thofe of Italy; 
beyond the confines of Arabia, their reciprocal relations to each other are the fame as 
thofe of the languages of Provence, Spain, and Portugal, and all the others derived 
from the Latin. Even in the narrow extent of the Imam of Sana’s dominions, this 
diverfity of dialefts is very confiderable. Not only does the language of the Tehama 
differ from that fpoken in the higlffands; but, even in the fame parts of the country, 
people of rank ufe words and phrafes entirely unknown to the reft of the people. 
Thefe dialefts of Yemen differ ftill more widely from thofe ufed by the Bedouins in the 
defart, than from one another. 

The pronunciation of one province differs equally from that of other provinces. 
Letters and founds are often changed in fuch a manner as to produce an entire alteradoli 
upon the words, I found the pronunciation of the Southern Arabs more foft, and 
better adapted to European organs, than that of the inhabitants of Egypt and Syria, 

A fimiiar diverfity of dialefts diflinguilhes the Turkifli language. The Turks of 
Bafra cannot underftand thofe of Conllantinopie, and are no better underftood them- 
felves by the Turcomans of Perfia. 

Although the Arabian conquerors have introduced and eftablillied their lai^uage In 
the countries which they conquered, yet their fubjefts have nor always left off the ufe 
of their mother tongue. In Syria and Paleftine, indeed, no language is to be heard but 
the Arabic ; and yet the Syriac is not abfelutely a dead language, but is ftill fpoken in 
feveral villages in the Pachalic of Damafcus. In many places, in the neighbourhood 
of Merdin and Moful, the Ghriftians ftill fpeak the Chaldean language } and the inha¬ 
bitants of the villages who do not frequent towns, never hear any other than their 
mother tongue. The Ghriftians born in the cities of Merden and Moful, although they 
fpeak Arabic, write in the Chaldean charafters, juft as the Maronites write their Arabic 
in Syriac letters, and the Greeks the Turkilh in Greek letters. 

Many people living under the dominion of the Arabians and Turks have loft the 
ufe of their mother tongue. The Greeks and Armenians, fettled .in Egypt and Syria,, 
fpeak Arabic; and the fervices of their public worffiip are performed in two languages 
at once. In Natoiia, thefe nations fpeak their own languages in feveral different dialefts. 
The Turkilh officers fomerimes extend their defpotifin to the language of their fubjefts. 
A Pacha of Ka;far, who could not endure to hear the Greek language fpoken, for- 
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blide the Greeks in his PachaJic, under pain of death, to ufe any language but the 
TufWfli. Since that prohibition was iffiied, the Clhri/liaiis of Kayllir and Angora have 
continued to fpeak theTurkifli, and at prefent do not even underftand their original 
languages. 

I he Kurdes, who are nearly independent, have preferved their ancient language, of 
wmch there are in Kurdiflan three principal dialects. I was informed that the Sabs^ans^ 
who are commonly called Chriitiims of St. John, ftill fpeak and write their ancient 

lan^uagCi ^ The nioft learned of the few of this feS, who are fettled in. Bafra, was a 
farrier; him I prevailed with to write me out the charafters of his language; ,but he 
wrote them fo mdiltinftly, that 1 could form no idea of his alphabet. 

I was not fortunate eiough to difcover any Hamjarine infcriptions in Arabia, although 
I had learnt that there were fuch in feveral places written in abfoliitely unknown 
characters. I have already fpoken, in the proper place, of an infcription, probably Hill 
more ancient, which was Ihown me by a Dutch renegado, and of which the characters 
bore a great refemblance to thofe of the infcriptions among the ruins of Perfepolis. 
A Maronite of Mount Libanus related to me, that grottos and ruins were to be feen 
upon a hill in his country, on which were unknown infcriptions, mdft probably 
Phcenician. 

The Arabic character, which was anciently in ufe, but is now entirely loft, was the 
K-ufic. It feems to have been the alphabet of the Arabians of Mecca ; for the Koran 
w'as originally written in Kufic characters. The inhabitants of Yemen have always 
ufed a diflerent alphabet, and therefore could not read the Koran, when it was firft 
publiflied after the death of Mahomet. In Yemen, I copied fome infcriptions in Kufic 
characters, which had been engraven in the twelfth century. Thefe characters being 
in fome degree of a fquare form, are ftill ufed in infcriptions. 

had Battered myfelf, that I might obtain fome light from medals concerning the 
ancient wHtten characters of this nation j but medals are extremely rare in Arabia ^ 
when found, they are commonly fold to the goldfmiths, and immediately melted down. 
In Kurdiftan, a great quantity of Grecian, Roman, and Perfian medals, have been dug 
up, and of them better care is taken j in places remote from great towns, they are ufed 
as current money. 

The invention of the modern characters, which are very different from the Kufic, 
is aferibed to a vizier. The Arabians, Perfians, and Turks, write Arabic in fets of 
characters differing in feveral particulars from one another. They have alfo modes of 
writing for different forms of bufinefs, each of which has its particular name. 

The hand-writing of the Arabians in the common bufinefs of life is not legible. 
The orientals, however, value themfelves on thdr writing, and have carried the art cf 
making beautiful written characters to high perfection. But the Arabians value 
chiefly a fpecies of elegance, which confifts in their manner of joining their letters, the 
"want of which makes themfelves diflike the ftyle in wliich Arabic books are printed 
in Europe. 

They fign their letters with a fort of cypher, to prevent the poflibility of counter¬ 
feiting their fignature; at leaft, the great and the learned do fo. I heir letters, folded,, 
are an inch in breadth, and their leaves are pafted together at one end. 'I’hey cannot 
feai them; for wax is fo foft in hot countries that it cannot retain an impreflion. 
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CKAJPr CXXAT. “ Of the Edumtion and Schools of the Arahtaju* 

THE monarchs of the Eaft do not take the fame care, or lay out the fame expence, 
for the encouragement of fcience as the fovereigns of Europe. In Arabia, therefore^ 
are neither numerous academies, nor men of profound learning. 

Yet the Arabian youth are not entirely neglefted* In the cities, many of the lowed 
of the people are taught both to read and write ; the fame qualifications are alfo com¬ 
mon among the Schiechs of the defart, and in Egy^t. Perfons of diflinftion retain 
preceptors in their families to inftruft their children and young Haves; for they bring 
up fuch of their young flaves as appear to poflefs natural abilities, like children of 
the family. 

In almoft every inofque is a fchool, denominated Moeddraffe, having a foundation 
for the fupport of teachers, and the entertainment and inltrucHon of poor fcholars. 
In great towns are likewife other fchools, to which people of middle rank fend their 
children to receive religious inftruclion, and to learn reading, writing, and arithmetic* 

I have often ffeen fchools of this fort in the market place 5 they are open like fiiops 
towards the ftreet. The noife and appearance of paflengevs does not feem to divert the 
attention of the fcholars, who fit before a fmall defk, and read their leffons aloud, 
balancing themfelves <!onftantly In their feats; to fuch a degree does motion appear 
neceflary to roufe and keep up the attention of the inhabitants of hot, countries. No 
girls attend thefe fchools ; they are privately taught by w^omen. 

Befide thefe fmall fchools, there are fome more confiderable feminaries of education 
mfome great towns in Arabia. Thefe are colleges in which tbefdences of aftxonomy, 
aftrology, philofophy, and medicine are taught; in thefe the Arabians, although pof- 
felfed of natural abilities, have, for want of good books and mailers, made but little 
progrefs. In the dominions of the Imam, there have long been tw^o famous academies; 
one at Zebid for Sunnites, and the other at Damar for the Zeidites. When I pafied 
tlirough thefe two cities, I happened to neglefl making myfelf acquainted with the 
profeffors, or acquiring any knowledge of their fyfiiem of inflrudion.. I fuppofe, 
however, that the fame ftudies are cultivated in thefe two academies as in that of 
Dsjamea el Afhar at Kahira. 

The interpretation of the Koran, md the itudy of the ancient hiftory of tbie* Ma¬ 
hometans, are the principal employments of men of letters among the Arabians* Thefe 
ftudies take up much time ; for the ftudent mull not only acquire the ancient Arabic, 
but alfo make himfelf familiar with all the commentators on the Koran, the number^ 
of whom is very confiderabie, 

I was informed, that all men of letters undergo a public examination, before they 
can be promoted to any employment, civil or ecclefiallical. Yet thofe examinations 
are fm^ely condufbed with partiality; for many perfons, indiJfiereiitly qualified, rife to 
confiderable offices, while men of merit are often obliged to ad as ti'aiifcribers or 
fchooimaflers. 

Chap, CXXVIL — Of Arabian Eoviry and Eloquence* 

THE Arabians Have been always accounted admirers of poetry* Their early hiftory 
records many iiiibuices of the eftimation in which they held this art, even before 
the days of Mahomet, and of the glory which any family acquired that produced 
a poet. 
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The Arabians have no great poets among them at prefent, although they fliU cul¬ 
tivate poetp', and foinetimes reward thofe who excel in it. The befl; poets are among 
tlie Bedouiiis ot Dsjoh A Schiech of that country was, a few years fince, imprifoned 
at Sana, d he Schiech, obferving a bird upon the roof of a houfe, recollected the 
opinion of thole pious Muflulinans, who think it a meritorious aCtion to deliver a bird 
from a cage. He thought that he himfelfhad as good a right to liberty as any bird, 
and exprelTed this idea in a poem, which his guards got by heart, and which becoming 
generally known, at length reached the Monarch’s ears, who was i'o ploafed with it, that 
he fet the Schiech at liberty, although he had been guilty of various aCts of robbery. 

The Arabimio often fmg the exploits of their Scliiechs. Not long fince, the tribe of 
Khafael having obtained a victory over the Pacha of Bagdad, made a fong, in which 
the actions ot every one of tlieir chiefs were celebrated. But the tribe of Khafae! 
being beaten next year by the Pacha, a poet of Bagdad made a parody of the Arabian 
fong, ill which he extolled the valour of the Pacha and his officers. In my time, the 
fong of the Arabians ftill continued to be fung at Bagdad, and among the Bedouins. 
When Aflad, I’acha of Damafeus, who had long commanded the carav'^s, and was 
beloved by the Arabians, was affiiffinated by order of the Sultan, the Betiouins made 
an elegy on his death, and fang it openly in the towns of Syria. That piece is in the 
form of a dialogue between fome Arabians, the daughter of the Schiech of the tribe of 
Karb, and the lieutenant of the afiaffinated Pacha, 

A Maronite informed me, that the poets of Syria fent their compolitions to the acailemy 
of Dsjamea el Afliar, at Kahira ; and did not fmg them publicly till they had received 
the approbation of that academy. 

In a country like Arabia, where occafions of fpeaking in public feldom occur, elo¬ 
quence is.an ufelefs accomplifliment, and therefore cannot be much cultivated. The 
Arabians fay, however, that they hear great orators in their mofques. As Euro¬ 
peans are not admitted to he.ir thofe fermons, I never had an opportunity to fadsfy 
myfelf in refpeCi: to the truth of this account of the facred eloquence of Arabia. 

The only theatres for the exercife of profane eloquence are the coftee-houfes in Arabia, 
Egypt, and Syria. Thofe coffee-houfes are commonly large halls, which have their 
floors fpread with ftraw mats, and are illuminated at night by a multitude of lamps. The 
guefts are ferved with pipes, and a cup of coflPee. As the Arabians never engage in any 
game, and fit Hill without enteiang into converfarion with one another, they would find 
their evenings extremely irklbme, if readers and orators did not attend in the colFee- 
houfes to amufe them. Thefe are commonly Mullachs, or poor I'cholars. 

Such of them as are content with the praife of reading or repeating' the works of others, 
fele£t chofen paffages from fome favourite authors, fuch as, among tlie Arabians, the 
hiftory of Autar, an Arabian hero who lived before Mahomet j the adventures of Ruftan 
Sal, a Perfian hero j orBeber, king of Egypt; the hiftory of theAyubites, anciently 
fovereigns of Arabia; and the life of Bahluldan, a buffoon in the court of Haroun el 
Eafchid. The leaft of ihefe books contains fome good morality. 

Thofe Mullachs who afpire to the praife of hivention make tales and fables, which 
they walk about and recite; or alTuining oratorical confequence, deliver difeourfes 
upon any fubjefls they choofe. When the orator has ended, he obtains a voluntary 
contribution from his hearers. This, although but a very moderate reward, encou¬ 
rages thofe poor Mullachs to leam to recite gracefully, or to compofe tales and fpeeches 
with fome fuccefs. At Aleppo, I heard of a man of diftinftlon who ftudied for his own 
pleafure, yet had gone the round of all the coffee-houfes in the city to pronounce moral 
harangues. 
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At Conftantinople, affemblies in the coffee-houfes are, for political rearons, prohi¬ 
bited ; and the decodion of coffee is fold only in the fhops* The Turks, anignorantt 
grave, and filent nation, are indeed not fond of public orators, and have no relilh for 
an amaiement, fo deHghtful to the Arabians, who have greater fenlibility for the beauties 
of poetry and eloquence. 

Chap. CXXVIIL — Of the Ajirommy f the Arabiam* 

THE modes of the divifion of time in life among the Arabians fliow how little pro-^ 
grefs this nation have made in aftronomy. They know indeed, a little of its ele^- 
inents \ but this, it fliould fccm, rather from tradidoity^ than from any obfervations of 
their ovm.. 

The Arabian day confifts of twenty-four hours, and lads from fundetting to fun- 
fetthig* Theii'hours are therefore of uiicertain duration, aik! vary with the length of 
the natural day, or the time during which the fun is above the horiEoiL As they are 
ftrangers to the uie of watches, none of them has any precife idea of the duration of 
their hours, but, like the pe^ifants of Europe, they diltinguilli the difierent parts of the 
day by vague, uncertain denonimadons, which only approach near the truth- 

Their ye^^r confifls of twelve lunar months. They begin the month with the new 
moon ; and, when the Iky is fo clouded that they cannot fee her rife, then they make 
no difficulty of beginning the month a day or two later. Thus all their months go the 
the round of the leafons j and this diviliori of the year mai^ks out no period for the 
labours of hufbandry, or any of the other employments of civil life. To obviate this 
inconvenience, the learned reckon by other months correfponding to the courfe of the 
folaryear, and coiififting of the fame number of days as ours. 

In Arabia, as in other Mahometaii countries, two great feflivals are annually cele¬ 
brated ; that of offerings, called Arafa or Corban, and that of Beiram, iinniediately 
after Ramadan, The reckoning by lunar months occafions thefe feftivals alfo to cir¬ 
culate through the whole year. When the fail of Ramadan falls in Summer, it is 
extremely diffrelling ; for the people, however, employed in labour, dare tafte nothing 
even in the longefl: days of the year, till the fun is down. 

At Conftantinople, the Sultanas aflronomer compofes every year a portable almanac, 
of which there are at leaft feverai copies made. But, in Eg)^pt and Arabia, this mode 
of acquaintuig the people with the return of the feftivals, and the progrefs^ of the fea- 
fons, has not been thought of 5 and fo ignorant are they on this head, that the fame 
feftival is fometimes two days earlier, and fometimes as mudh later thtin the juft time, 
and often on different days at different places. A cloud hiding the new moon firom 
one city, while ffieis feen by another, will be fufficient to produce thefe irregularities. 

It is not for want of a paflion for aftronomy that the Arabians have made fo little 
progreis in this fcience. But they want books and mftruments. I found fome of the 
nobles curious to fee, and to affift at aftronomical obfervations ; and fome of their learned 
men paffed whole nights with me in examining the heavens. They have the work of 
Abdarachman es Soft upon the confteliations, and the tables of Ulugh Beigh, by which 
fome aftronomers in the great towns are enabled to calculate edipfos- Their inftru- 
ments are a celeftial globe of copper, beftudded with golden ftars, which they well 
know how to ufe } an aftrolabe of brafs, and a quadrant of wood, to take altitudes, and 
to determine the hour for prayer. 

I was told that the Perfians, but particularly the Brachmans, w^ere more Ikilful aftro- 
nomers than the Arabians j yet^ to judge Ifom the irfftruments and converfation of a 

8 Feifian 
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Perfian aflrologer \tfhoni I met with at Surat, and of a Brachman with whom I was 
acquainted at Bombay, thefe two nations are equally unfkilful as the inhabitants of 
Arabia. In making calculations, the Perfian ufed the tables of Ulugh Beigh, and tlie 
Brachman a book which he called Grola Go, and its author Gumiis. The Indian’s 
inilruments were a bowl of copper, having a hole In the bottom, fet in water, which 
ferved him for a pendulum, with an indifferent folar circle. 

It is known to 'the aftroWers, and to all men of fenfe in Arabia, that ecHpfes are 
owing to the interception of the light of one heavenly body by the interpofition of 
another. But the people Hill mtiintain the fuperftitious opinion, that a huge fifli pur- 
fues tlie planet which is cclipfed. To chafe away the filh, women and children get 
upon the roofs of the houfes, and make a noife during the eclipfe by beating upon 
brazen kettles and bafons. The rife of this cuftom is referred to an Arabian aftronomer, 
who perfuaded the people of this fable, that they might make a noife great enough to 
reach the ears of the Caliph of Perfia, who had refufed to credit that altronomer’s pre- 
diftion of the eclipfe. 

The Arabians feein to ftudy aftronomy folely with a view to their fuccefs in the cul¬ 
tivation of aftrology, a fcience highly efteemed and very lucrative in thefeaft. When 
I told the firft aftronomer in Kaliira of the contempt in which we hold aftrology in 
Europe,'he replied, that it was a divine fciciice, the depths of tvhich man could not 
fathom. He at the fame time acknowledged to me the uncertainty of his calculations; 
but, added he, people defire only to know what my books fay of their affairs, and that 
I honeftly tell them. 

The Koran exprefsly forbids all Moflems to pry into futurity by any form of divi¬ 
nation } and the moft: famous commentators tor this reafon reprefent the ftudy of 
aftrology as criminal. But, notwithftanding the decifion of thofe doSiors, the Maho¬ 
metans are all much attached to this fcience; the Shiites, however, more than the 
Sunnites. The former fe£l carry this fuperftition to fuch a length, as never to con¬ 
clude a bargain without trjdng fortune, at leaft by counting die buttons on their clothes, 
or the beads of their rofaries. The Perfians are not all alike weak in this refpea:. It 
is that Kerim Khan, in compliance with the popular error, undertakes nothing of 
confequence, without firft confulting the aftrologers; but he previoufly informs them 
of his defigns, and dictates the anfw'ers which they are to return. 

Chap. CXXIX. —Ofihe Difeafes and Medicine of ihe Arabians. 

A REGULAR and temperate life preferves the body from the attacks of difeafe. 
The Arabians, accordingly, are feldom fick, and hardly ever have recourfe to phy- 
ficians and medicines. When forced by extreme illnefs to call in a phyfician, they 
reward him poorly, and hardly pay for the value of his medicines. When the fick 
perfon di^, the phyfician has no reward to hope for; if he recovers, he foon forgets 
the fervices he has received. This ingratitude of their patients has taught them to ufe 
artifices often dilhoneft and difgraceful, in order to obtain payment from the patient 

befbre-hand. , t-l r i, i 

In Arabia, therefore, we cannot expeft to find great phyficmns. i hole wlio tliere 

praiftife the art of medicine, know little more than the technical terms, fuch as they 
find them in the books of Avicenna, and fome little matters about the ufe of fimples* 
All the phyficians whom I knew in Yemen a£led at the fame time as chemifts, apothe¬ 
caries, futgeons, and horfe doctors; and yet, by the praQice of all diefe arts together^ 
could hardly earn a livelihood, * 
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The Arabians have many family noftrums, which they apply with much fuccefs. A 
peafant from the highlaiide extrafted, by incillon, a la^eous juice from a fpongy tree, 
and by fwallowiiig drops of it, which he knew to be a poifon, if taken in greater quan. 
tity, gave hinifelf a purge. 

'l^he Bedouin heals wounds which have been made with clear arms, by applying to 
them raw flefli from a camel newly killed. A man on board the Arabian veffel in 
which we failed from Jidda to Loheia complained of a colic, upon which his mafter put 
an iron in the fire, and applied it hot to him till his pains ceafed. 

In Yemen, the anointing of the body is believed to ftrengthen and proteQ: it from 
the heat of the fun, which the inhabitants of this province, as they wear fo Uttle clothing, 
are very liable to fiiffer. Oil, by clofing up the pores of the Ikin, is fuppofed to pre- 
vent that too copious tranfpiration which enfeebles the frame. Perhaps too thefe Ara¬ 
bians think a gliftering (kin a beauty. When the intenfe heat comes in, they always 
anoint their bodies with bad oil. At Sana, all the Jews, and many of the Mahometans, 
have their bodies anointed, whenever they find themfelves mdi^ofed. The extreme 
unftion of the Chriftians in the Eall does not affe£t the health ; for they are obliged to 
pay their patriarch fo dear a price for the pretended holy oil, that out of frugality, die 
point of a fiiver needle only is dipped in the oil, and what adheres to it dropped upon 
the dying perfon. 

It u^s formerly imagined that the Arabians would rather die than endure theadmi- 
ni/Iradon of a glyfter ; but our phyfician prevailed with feveral perfons of difllndtion 
at Cairo to take this remedy. Every one w^as (hocked, however, when he propofed it 
for a womMi. Bleeding is feldom employed in Arabia; yet, a Banian bled one of us 
with great dexterity at Mokha. In Yemen, it is pretty frequently ufed. AtBafra, the 
lower people, efpecially porters, fcarify their legs, in the idea that this praOice has a 
midency to improve thdr ftrength, 

Tooth-achs are lefs common in Arabia than in Europe, becaufe die inhabitants wa(h 
the mouth, after eating, more carefully than we. In the towms, however, this difocder 
is not unknowTi, and is afcribed to the infeflious fmeli with which the air is tainted 
from the common fewers. At Bafra, where thefe are not carefully cleanfed, the teeth 
of the inhabitants are very much fpoiled j and I have feen a barber (lopped in the ftreet, 
by a perfon in pain, to draw out his teeth publicly. Thefe tooth-achs are not owing to 
the ufe of coffee, for they were common in Egypt before this beverage was drank 
there. A Mullah told me that an Arabian had been cured of a tooth-ach by introducing 
into a hollow the fmoke of a certain plant, which had brought feveral fmall worms oof 
of that tooth. 

A difeafe very common in Yemen is the attack of the Guinea-worm, or the Vena 
Medinenfis,' as it is called by the phyficians of Europe. This difeafe is fuppofed to be 
occafioned by the ufe of the putrid waters, which people are obliged to drink in feveral 
parts of Yemen ; and for this reafon the Arabians always pals water, with the nature 
of which they are unacquainted, through a linen cloth, before drinking it. When one 
unfortunately fwallows any of the eggs of this infeCl, no immediate confequence fol¬ 
lows ; but after a confiderable time the worm begins to (hew itfeif through the (kin. 
Our phyfician, Mr. Cramer, was within a few days of his death, attacked by five of 
thefe worms at once, although this was more than five months after we had left Arabia. 
In the ifle of Karek, I faw a French olEcer, named Le Page, who, after a long and 
difficult journey, performed on foot, and in an. Indian drefs, between Pondicherry 
and Surat, through the heat of India, was bufy extrafling a worm out of his body. 
He fuppofed that he had got it by drinking bad water in the country of the Marattas. 

VOL. X, z This 


travels in ARABIA, BY CARSTEN NIEBUHR. 


*70 


This diforder is not dangerous, if the perfon affefted can extratl: the ivorm without 
breaking it- With this view, it is rolled on a fmall bit of wood, as it comes out of the 
fkin. It is llender as a thread, and two or three feet long. It gives no pain as it makes 
its way out of the body, unlefs what may be occafioned by the care which mull be 
taken of it forfome weeks. If unluckily it is broken, it then returns into the body, 
and the mod difagreeable confequences enfue, palfy, a gangrene, and fometjmes death. 

As venomous ferpents are very common in hot, dry countries, it often happens, 
that they bite people who have occafion to be much in the open fields. The Arabians 
would not, for any compenfation, teach us the fecret by which they cure their bites, 
and prevent the eftefts of the poifon. But, a Schiech at Balra, who was celebrated 
for his fkill in the occult fciences, informed me, that he ufed to fcarify the wound, 
and then rubbed it to his mouth, and fucked the poifon without danger to himfelf, 
and with the happieft fuccefs. This mode of cure is not unlike that of the Hottentots, 
who apply bruifed llices of a fort of white onion to wounds of this fort. Over all the 
Eall, the power of fympathy in curing difeafes is firmly believed. Some inftances were 
mentioned to me of perfons who had healed others bitten by ferpents, at a diftance, 
without feeing them, or applying any remedies to them. 

Befides, the ferpents of Alia are not all alike dangerous. Some are harmlefs and 
familiar, take refuge in the walls of houfes, and are efteemed agreeable guefts by the 
inhabitants. The failors brought a ferpent of this charafler on board our fliip, after 
it had been inadvertently carried out, left its abfence might prove unlucky to 
the veffel. 

The leprofy feems to have been always an endemic difeafe in Arabia; for there is 
one fpecies of leprofy which authors diftinguilh by the charafter of Arabian. Three 
different varieties of this difeafe are known here at prefent; of which two, named Bohak 
and Barras, are rather difgufting than dangerous j but the thii'd, called Juddam, is 
very malignant, and apparently infectious. This latter exhibits the fame fymptoms 
which the Englifh phyfician Hillary aferibes to what he calls the leprofy of the joints. 

The Turks, from a mifconception of the doftrine of predeftination, life no precau¬ 
tions againft the plague ; but the Arabians, although true Mulfulmans, are more care¬ 
ful in refpeft to the leprofy. The laft prince of Abu Schashhr ufed to fend to the 
ille of Bahhrein all who were attacked with the leprofy, or with venereal complaints. 
At Bafra, lepers are Ihut up in ahoufe by themfelves j and there is a quarter in Bagdad 
furrounded with walls, and full of barracks, to which lepers are carried by force, if they 
retire not thither voluntarily ; but government does not feem to provide with any care 
for the maintenance of thofe lepers. They come out every Friday to the market place 
fo afk alms. 

It is faid, that thefe wretched creatures are much inclined to footh their hiifery in the 
enjoyments of love. Not. many years fince, a leper employed a cruel ftratagem m 
order to obtain a woman with whom he was in love. He wore a fine fhirt for a few 
days, and then caufed it to be privately fold, for a trifling price, to the objeft of his 
paffion. When he knew that the leprofy had made its appearance upon her, he informed 
againft her, and procured her to be fliut up with himfelf in the barracks. 

At Bombay, the leprofy is not uncommon among the lower people; but it feems not 
to be of a dangerous nature; for there lepers are permitted to work in company with 
perfons not affeCled with the difeafe. In India, as in Arabia, the leprofy is thought to 
be occafioned chiefly by the unwholefome food, efpecially putrid filh, ufed by the people. 
Mr. Forlkal has left a defeription of the different varieties of the leprofy, which muft be 


valuable to phyficians. 
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1 could learn nothing concerning the origin of the plague. It is at leaft not owing 
to the piitrefkaion of the waters at Cairo, The ChrKliaiis who hve on the banks of 
the great canal are never annoyed by it. Whatever has been faid concerning certain 
dlfeiifes preferving thofe who are afifeded by them from the contagion of the plague, 
is founded on prejudices which have been refuted by experience^ and particularly by 
the obfervations of Dr, Ruflel, a Ikilful phyfician at Aleppo. 

Inoculation for the fniall pox has been in ufe from time iinmeniona] arnong the 
Bedouins, Mothers perform this operation on their children, opening the (kin of the 
arm with the prickle of a thorn. An Arabian of the ifle of Lam, iituate on the fouth 
eaft coafl of Africa, informed me at Bombay, that inoculation had been known and 
pradifedin his country for feveral ages. 

Chap, CXXX, — Of the Occult Sciences of the Arabians. 

To fpeak of the occult fcience^ of any people, is to defcribe their ignorance, weak- 
nefs of underftanding, and wildnefs of imagination. Such a defcription would be too 
humiliating to human pride, did it not at the fame time aftbrd us confolation, by Ihew- 
ing from what endlefs abfurdities we are faved by the ftudy of found philofophy, 
particularly of phyfics. 

Thofe pretended occult fclences are in high eflimation among the Arabians, None 
dare pradife them, unlefs previoufly authorued by a mafter in the art, after ferving a 
fort of apprenticeftiip \ or, as the Arabians fay, without having for fome time fpread 
the carpet for prayer before the feet of a famous mafter. A certain proof of their 
veneration for thefe fciences, is, that one of the firft men in Mecca, and of the higheft: 
nobility in Arabia, Schiech Mohammed el Dsjanadsjeni, is now the moft celebrated 
mafter of the fcience of Ifm Allah, 

This fcience of Ifm Allah, or of the name of God, is the moft fublime of all - 
for God is the lock, as Mahomet is the key ; and confequently none but Muffulmans 
can acquire it. It enables its poffeffor to difcover what is paffing in the moft diftant 
countries, to niake himfelf familiar with genii, and to oblige them to obey his pleafure ; 
to difpofe of the winds and feafons as he clioofes ; and to cure the bites of ferpents, and 
many other difeafesior infirmities. Perfons who have advanced far in the ftudy of this 
fcience, have attained, as there are inftances to prove, to a facility of performing their 
prayers at noon, in the Kaba at Mecca, without going out of their own houfes in Bagc^d 
or Aden for the reft of the day. A merchant of Mecca, who had ftudied this fcience 
in that city, under the famous Dsjanadsjeni, afiured me, that he had himfelf, when in 
danger of periQiing at fea, fixed to the mail a billet written by the rules of art, which 
inftantly calmed the ftorm. The art of difcovering hidden treafure belongs allb to this 
fcience, in which the Magrebins or Arabians of Barbary are known to excel. 

The art of procuring fublime vifions is not unknown to thefe Arabians i they ufe the 
fame means which are employed by the devotees of certain focieties in Europe. 1 hey 
fiiut themfelves up for a long time without eating or drinking, m a dark place, and 
continue to repeat their prayers aloud till they feint away. iUter recovering from the 
fwoon, and leaving the cave, they relate what they havefeen in their trance. The com¬ 
mon pretences are, that they have beheld God in his glory, angels, and fpirits of all 
forts, heaven and hell. 

The fecond of thefe fciences, called Siinia, is not of fo exalted a nature, but has fome- 
thing human in it. It only teaches juggling tricks. Although the moll fenfible of the 
Mahometan clergy difapprove of this fcience, fome orders of dervifes, however, apply 
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to it, and praftife it, as they fay, to prove the truth of their religion, and the fancHty of 
the founder of their order. Thefe pretended miracles are no where oftener performed 
than at Bafra, where I havefcen a company of dervifes, of the order of Bed-reddin, walk 
all day about in the ftreets, leaping, dancing, beating the drum, and making gefti* 
eolations with lliarp pointed irons, which they feemed to flrike into their eyes. 

In the fame city, I was prefent at a feftival which the dervifes of this order celebrate 
every year in honour of the birth of Mahomet. The feene was in the open air, and in 
the court of the mofqiie, which was illuminated with only three lamps. Several Mullahs 
and dervifes began with finging fome paflages out of the Koran. They continued to 
ling, with the accompaniment of fome drums; and, during the raufic, the other dervifes 
arofe, took the fltarp pointed irons, and did as if they were piercing their bodies, and 
even driving the irons with mallets into their flefti. Next appeared die principal actor, 
who, affuraing an air of infpiration, dire£ted the mufic to proceed, and to he raifed to 
higher animation, in order to aflift his enthufiafm, or rather to ftun the ears of the 
fpeftaters. In his extacy, he threw up his turban in the air, loofened his hair; for this 
order of dervifes wear their hair; and pierced his body with five lances: then mounting 
upon a low building, upon which a pole, fixteen feet long, and fhod with a lharp iron 
point, had been fet up, he impaled himfelf upon the pole, and was carried in this con¬ 
dition through the fquare. 

It w'as an affefling fight, to fee a lean man, with a long beard, and difhevelled hair, 
wounded all over with fpikes, and then carried about fpitted upon a pole. I faid, as I 
went away, to a Mullah of my acquaintance, that the dervife performed his tricks by 
means of a broad belt which he carried in his long wide drawers. The Mullah replied, 
that he had fufpefled fome fuch art, bur avoided mentioning his fufpicions, left he 
might draw upon himfelf the enmity of the order of Bed-reddin ; for that one of his 
brethren had experienced great perfecution from thofe dervifes, in confequence of pre¬ 
fuming to liint his doubts of the reality of their miracles. 

Underftanding that the impaled dervife went alfo about, exhibiting in private hoiifes 
for money, I oflered him two ducats, if he wuuld come and fliew me what he couKI do. 
He accepted my offer, came, and began with a long harangue on the dignity of his 
order, and its founder, who had aanfmitted to his difciples the gift of working miracles. 
After this he prayed, and puflied the fpikes with violence into his head and body. I 
examined the places into which the points had feemed to enter, and found the fkin 
llightly torn, but without effufion of blood. I, however, thought that he had fuffered 
enough for two ducats, and difmiffed him. 

The fcience of Kurra teaches to compofe billets, which fecurc the wearer from the 
power of enchantment, and from accidents of all forts. Thofe billets are inclofed in 
fmall purfes of Ikin, and worn on the head, the arm, or the breaft. They are likeivile 
bound upon the necks of horfes and affes, to give them an appetite for thar food^ or to 
lame them when unmanageable. In the citadel of Diarbekir, a billet of thisr fort put an 
end to a troublefome croaking of frogs. A man of eminence in Aleppo dillrihirtes every 
year, gratis, billets for freeing houfeslrom flies. The efficacy of thefe billets depentls 
on the day, the hour, and the particular condition of the meffenger who is fent to affi 
for them. Old women continue to ufe them, however often, they fail, being fimple 
enough to fuppofe always that fome of the conditions requifite to the eSicacy ot tlie 
billets have been wanting when they have been mifuccefsful. Thefe billets are not the 
worfe for being written by a Jew or a Chriftian. Being thought an aftrologer, I was 
often, alked for. fuch. Thefe billets, are at .leaft no worfe than thofe for making hens 
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lay, which were publicly fold Dy a in the middle of the eighteenth century, and 
among enlightened nations* 

The fcience of Ramie is properly the art of fortune-telling, Jews, as well as Muflul- 
mans, deal in it. When a man falls fick, his friends, in order to learn whether he will 
recover, fend to confult a Mullah, who returns an anfwer, after examining his book, and 
receives for his pains a cock or a fheep. 

The Sunnite clergy condemn the practice of thefe two lafl fciences ; yet they are 
tolerated, becaufe they afford a livelihood to a great number of poor fcribes. As the^ 
Arabians are in general covetous, mm of wealth and diftinftion too often praclife thefe 
low arts for gaining money. 

A fcience truly occult, and which every Arabian of worth muft hold in abhorrence,- 
is what they call Sihhr, or pure open forcery. The end of this fcience is rather to do^ 
niifcliiefto another perfon than to do good to the perfoii who praftifes it.. Itisfoine- 
times employed, however, to feduce a wife from the arms of her hulband into thofe of 
a llranger. All that is requifite for this is to fix a certain billet on her door. The 
inhabitants of Oman are peculiarly Ikilled in this execrable fcience : yet they are 
certainly inferior to our European forcerers ; for they know nothing of the art of riding 
through the tiir on a broomftick, or of nodurnal affemblies under the prefidency of 
the devil. 

I found in Arabia more votaries than I expe£!ed of an occult fcience of a different fortj, 
rhe purfuit of the philofopher’s ftone. T'he Arabians are fo pailionately addifted to 
this fcience, which is the object of their higheft wifhes, and mofl eager refearches, that, 
they often ruin their fortvmes by it, as the alchymifts of Europe have been adcuftomed 
to do. They fuppofe the fecret of making gold to be known in Europe, efpecially among' 
the Venetians, They have books in their own language which treat of that fcience, 
and infpire them with wild hopes. It fhould feem, that the idea of the philofopher':?' 
ifone is originally oriental, and has been brought weft ward, like many other foolifli 
fables. 

At Beit el Fakih, we became acquainted with two alchymifts, who wrought cacli by 
the precepts of a particular book. The one, who was an amiable, and, in all other 
relpefts, a fenfible man, was fure of fuccefs, as he imagined, if he could find a certain 
herb, which he believed to grow on the hills of Yemem As he fuppofed os to be like- 
wife alchymifts, and to have come on purpofe to feek that wonderful herb, he cultivated 
the intimacy of Mr. Forikal, and was of great ufe to him in his botanical excurfions ;; 
but the poor mim, who has already wafted all his own fubftance, and was then w^orking 
at the expence of a rich nobleman, was not fortunate enough to find the herb he. fought.. 
There is faid to be an herb en mount Libanus which communicates a yellow golden. 
hue to the teeth of the goats wdiich graze upon in The obfervation of this fadt may 
perhaps have given rife to the opinion of the efticacy of an herb in promoting the 
great work. 

The other of thefe Arabian alchymifts was a fort of phyftcianj fo poor that he had, 
not wherewith to buy a gUds alembic. He believed that lie fhould fucceed in making 
gold ifhecoulddifcovertliemeanmgof a particular term in his book. Knowing that 
Mr, Von Haven was a linguift, he applied to him for the expianiidon of a barbarous . 
ttmji which nobody could underftand* 
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AORICULI URE OP-THE ARABIANS, 

Chap. CXXXI. — Fertility ef the Soil. 

A TRAATILLER, who isobUge^i to fpeiwj the greateft part of his time in totnis, 
and has only a traufient view of the country, cannot acquire juft ideas of the fertility 
of the^ lands, or the modes of cultivation. I neglefted no opportunity that offered of 
obtaining information, concerning the ftate of agriculture in the Ealt, from fuch per- 
fons as I underftood to be belt qualified to give it. I lliall here fet down what came to 
my knowledge concerning the fertility of Arabia Proper, and of thofe other countries 
in wliich the Arabians have fettlements. 

The moil fertile foil I heard of is in Egypt, and in the lands lying immediately 
around Alexandria. By tlie accounts of the European merchants in that city, wheat 
yields an hundred fold increafe ; but the peafants told Mr. Forfkal, that their moft 
plenteous wheat harvefts afforded no greater returns than from thirty to fevcnty fold, 
and, in feme places, from fifteen to twenty fold. It is at leaft certain, that the lands of 
although watered by the Nile, afford in all other places only an increafe of 
tenfold. Granger never met with a greater produce than this laft. 

In Mefopotamia, in the vicinity of Kelle, Bagdad, and Bafra, where the lands are 
watered by the Euphrates and the Tigris, it is thought a Angularly good crop when the 
increafe is twenty-fold; nobody remembers having feen thirty fold produced. 

In the plains of Affyria, at Erbil, and in the neighbourhood ofMoful, the cultivated 
grounds yield only a return of ten or fifteen to one. But corn of thefe countries, 
which are watered folely by fain, is of a better quality, and produces-more meal than 
what grows upon fields artificially watered. Fifteen fold is better in Affyria than 
twenty fold in Mefopotamia, In the neighbourhood of Diarbeb'r, the ordinary wheat 
crop is from four to fifteen fold. 

An inhabitant of Merdan affured me that he reaped fifty for one in barley; a 
return which he himfelf coafidered as extraordinary j the ufual increafe being only 
from feven to fifteen. Upon more particular inquiry refpeffing this faft, I learned 
that there were in this country two different forts of barley, the common and black 
barley. The latter ferves bell for the ufe of cattle, and yields fifty fold j while the 
increafe of the common barley never exceeds fifteen fold. There are likewife two forts 
of wheat, one of which yields a larger return than the other, and yet is feldomer 
fown, becaufe it exhaufts the ground more. 

In Syria, near Aleppo, nobody could recoUeft more than one harveft that had 
yielded above twenty to one. The peafants between Saide and Damafcus, and 
thofe about Bethlehem, had never, in their bell years even, reaped more than from 
twelve to fifteen fold increafe. 

In Ai’abia, in the environs of Mafkat, wheat yields ten to one. In the province 
of Yemen, agriculture feems to be farther advanced than in the other parts of the 
Eaft. I was affured, that, in the bell cultivated diftrifts, wheat yields an increafe 
of fifty fold j durra, in the highlands, an hundred and forty; and in the Tehama, 
from two hundred even to four hundred. The latter produft may appear incredible j 
but by their mode of fowing and watering this grain, the inhabitants of the Tehama 
reap three fucceflive crops from the fame field, in the fame year. Durra is, in general, 
the moft productive grain. Granger fays, that, on the banks of the Nile, it yields 
fifty to one. 
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Thefe particulars may aiFord fome general idea of the produflive powers of land in 
the Eall. The ancients, and fome modern travellers, w-ith a view, it flrould feera, to 
garnifli their works with wonders, have related things abfolutely incredible of the ferti¬ 
lity of thefe regions. Their calculations have either been intentionally enlarged beyond 
the trutli, or the natives have impofed upon them. 

Yet it is not impoflible to bring their accounts within the bounds of probability. It is 
a vague way of eftimating the fertility of any foil, to fay that the produce is in fuch a 
proportion to the feed. Skilful modes of tilling and fowing may give a great faving of 
feed, as I ihall foon have occafion to remark, when fpeaking of the agriculture of the 
peafants of Yemen. If, then, a piece of ground, where one half of the feed has been 
loH through tlie unfkiifulnefs of the fower, yet produces ten fold in the crop, another 
piece of ground, of the fame degree of fertility, and fown with only half the quantity 
of feed , wdll yield twenty for one, and will confequently feem, upon a hafty conlideration, 
to. be twice as fertile. This circumftance does not appear to have been duly attended to, 
by either the ancients or the moderns, in their accounts of the fertility of diftant 
countries. 

Neither do they ftate what fort of grain they allude to in their calculations of the 
produce of the lands. We have feen that there is a great difference I’-etween the increafe 
-of wheat and that of durra. The latter grain, a fort of coarie millet, known in Den¬ 
mark by the name of Sargo, has been found in Europe to be friendly to the fertility of 
the lands on which it is fown ; but being of little value, in coinpariibn with our other 
grains, it is now very feldom fown. In the Eaft, it appears to have been in ufe from 
time immemorial. The Arabians ufe it as their chief article of food. It is fown in 
Egypt, Mefopotamia, and Aflyria. The peafants of Syria and Paleftine fell their wheat, 
and live upon diura. It fliould feem, therefore, that what fome authors have related 
concerning the aftoniflung fertility of fome countries in the Eaft, is to be underftood of 
this durra, ^ 

Ch^p. CXXXII. •— Of the hfodes of Plough'mg and Sowing* 

THE foil not being every where alike good, and the climate varying greatly through 
the countries of the Eaft, the modes of cultivation here pra£lifed are alfo confiderably 
diverfified. In Egpyt, Affyria, Mefopotamia, and Syria, agriculture is very much 
neglefled \ and thefe provinces are fo tliinly inhabited, that much valuable land is 
fufered to lie wafte. 

In Arabia, the government of which is lefs inaufpicious to agricultural induftry, 
hulhandry is in a more pro/perous condition. Yet the inftruments of hulbandry are, 
even here, eoarfe and ill made. The plough ufed is of a very fimpie ftrufture, is. 
drawn by oxen, and is dragged over the ground in every direction, till the foil feems 
to be fufficiently broken and loofened for the reeeption of the feed. In the neighbour¬ 
hood of Bagdad, I faw a0'es yoked in the plough with oxen; and near Moful, two miilesi. 
In cultivating their gardens, and fuch fpots in their fields as are not acceilible to the 
plough, the Arabians ufe a fort of hoe, and in digging very deep, a large crow, managed 
by two men, one of whom preffes it in the ground, and the other thaws it towards 
hiinfelfwith cords. 

In many parts in Yemen,, whole fields are cultivated like a garden.. Agriculture is 
m fuch places, however, a very laboriou's talk, for much care is requifitein watering the 
grounds. In tiie highland part of this province, the fields are often formed into 
terraces, and watered in the jaaiy feafon by canals from the hills. The inhabitants of 
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'the plain are o'bllged to enconipals their fields with dykes, m order that the water may 
remain for fome time upon the furface of the ground. I have already deferibed both 
thefe modes of watering the fields, in the narrative of my journies to Zebid, and in tlic 
highlands. 

The inhabitants of the upper parts of Yemen collect the water neceflary for their 
helds in dams formed at the foot of the hills. Befide private dams, there are likevvife 
very large public refervoirs, formed by carrying a wall between two hills. In the plain 
of Damar, the fields are watered out of very deep draw-wells, from which the water is 
drawn by ftrength of arm. It is furprifiiig that the Arabians adopt not the hydraulic 
machines which are ufed by their neighbours in Egypt, mid in bidia. 

I faw them fow in the highlands of Yemen. A peafant bearing a fackful of lentiles, 
dropped them here and there in the furrows, juft as we fow peas in our gardens; and, 
as he went on, covered the feed by pufiiing in the mould with his feet from both fides. 
•In other places, the fower followed the ploughman, and caft the feed into the furrow, 
which the other returning covered up with his plough. Both thefe modes of fowing 
are exceedingly troublefome j for the fower muff make as many turns backwards and 
■forwards as there are furrows; but there is a faving in the quantity of the feed, no 
■part of which can be withered by the winds, or pecked up by birds. In Arabia in 
■general, only a fmall quantity of feed is ufed; the peafant, trufting to the regularity 
of the feafons, does not expofe his grain to perilh in the ground, by fowing it at an 
improper time. This is another proof of the fallacious nature of inferences con¬ 
cerning the fertility of ground, deduced from the proportion between the feed and 
the increafe. 

In fome diftricls in Yemen, maize and durra are planted wuth the hand. I faw like- 
wife, in the highlands, between Mofhak and Sehan, fome fields in which thofe grains 
grew in rows, like our cabbages in Europe. They were^ the fineft fields I ever faw 
in my life. The ftalks were all of the fame height, and every plant was thriving and 
luxuriant. In adjoining fields wei'e fome unpromifiiig enough crops of the lame 
grain, which is a proof that the Arabian peafants are not ail afike induftrious. The 
corn-fields in the "places about Beit el Fakih were alfo full of cockle w'eeds, and 
irregularly fown. 

Near mount Mharras I faw a peafant draw furrows with a fmall plough betw'eeft 
ftraight rows of corn, of which the ftalks were from nine to ten inches high. His 
oxen were fo yoked, Ithat they paffed between the rows without treading down any of 
the plants. The intention of this piece of labour was to deftroy weeds, to cover the 
roots of the plants with earth, and to open the foil for the reception of moillure. 
The weeds which ftill remained were pulled up with the hand, and given to cattle. 
Thus, the hufbandry of Tull and Du Hamel, although novel in Europe, is very 
old in Arabia. 

For the prefervation of the grain, care muft be taken to drive away birds, and the 
deftruftive animals. To this end, the peafants watch their fields by turns. In 
the highlands, be who watches feats himfelf on a tree ; in the Tehama, on a fort of 
fcalFold, having a roof raifed over it. 

Chap. CXXXin. — 

THE beginning of the harveft varies greatly through Arabia^ fiot only by reafon 
of the differences of the latitude of places, but chiefly in confequence of the diverfities 
of their fituatiops as to high and low, and the different times in the feafon at 

which 
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which it becomes convenient to water tliem refpedively. £ven wltliin the narrow ex¬ 
tent of the Imam of Sana’s dominions, there are great differences in tliis reTpeft. At 
Sana, their barley was cut down on the 15th of July, while at Chainis, nearer the 
mountains, the lentiles were then but a fowing. In the plain of Beit el Fakih, the 
durra was feven feet high on the firft days of Auguft; and, at the fame time, the fields 
were ploughed and watered for a fecond feed in the valley of Zebid, which is only a very 
Ihort day’s journey from Beit el Fakih. 

At Mafkat, wheat and barley are fown in December, and reaped about the end of 
March; but durra is fown in Auguft, and reaped in the end of the month of November. 
The date trees are fecundated in the month of December; and, as Oman produces 
feveral forts of this fruit which ripen fucceflively, the inhabitants have frefh dates during 
the three months of February, March, apd April. 

In Egypt, the lands adjoining to the canals are fown in October, and the corn is ripe in 
the end ofFebruary. Lands which cannot be watered from theNileare fown inNovember; 
and in the laft cafe, the wheat is ripe in February, and the barley in March. At Moful, 
the barley may be cut in the beginning of die month of May, and the wheat within forty 
days after. All different grains are ripe at Bagdad twenty-four days fooner than at Moful. 

The Arabians pull up their ripe com by the roots, but cut with a fickle green com, 
grafs, and whatever they intend as forage for their cattle. The Indians ufe the fame 
inftrument in cutting their rice, and pruning their cocoa trees. Both nations have a 
very fimple mode of fliarpening their fickles. They pour water among a quantity of 
fand, and rub the blade with this fand till it is fufficiently fharpened. 

In threfhing their corn, the Arabians lay the Iheaves down In a certain order, and 
then lead over them two oxen dragging a large ftone. This mode of feparadng the ears 
from the ftraw is not unlike that of Egypt, of which I have fpoken in my defcripdon of 
the manners of that country. 

In Syria, the iheaves are Ipread in the open fields j and oxen drag over them a plank 
loaded with ftones. 

The Arabians being lels fuperftitious than the Jews, make no fcruple of fowing a 
field Avidi a mixture of different grains, whenever they fuppofe that this may be doiie 
with advantage. 

Chap. CXIXIV. — Of the Domejiie Animali, 

In Arabia are abundance of all the domeftic animals common in hot countries. 
The Arabians breed horfes, mules, alTes, camels, dromedaries^ cows, buffaloes, Ihcep, 
and goats. In the fertile provinces, wild fowls are fo plentiful that they are fold at a 
trifiing price. 

Of all their domeftic animals, it is well known that the Arabians put the greateft 
value on their horfes. Of thefe they have two great branches, the Kadifchi, whole 
defcent is unknown, and theKochlani, of whom a written genealogy has been kept for 
two thoufand years. The Kadifchi are in no better eftimation than our European 
horfes, and are ufually employed in bearing burthens, and in ordinary labour. 

The Kochlani are referved for riding folely. They are highly efteemed, and con- 
fequently are very dear. They are faid to derive their origin from King Solomon’s 
ftuds. However this may be, they are fit to bear the greateft fatigues, and can pafs 
whole days without food. They are alfo faid to ftiow uncommon courage againft an 
enemy. It is even aflerted, that when a horfe of this race finds himfelf wounded, and 
unable to bear his rider much longer, he retires from the fray, and conveys him to a 
place of fecurity. If the rider falls upon the ground, his horfe remains befide him, 
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and neighs till aflift^ccis brought. The Kochiani are neither large nor handfome, but 
amazingly fwift: it is not for their figure, but for their velocity, and other good (juaUties, 
that the Arabians efteem them. 

Thefe Kochlani are bred chiefly by the Bedouins fettled between Bafra, Merdin, and 
Syria, in which countries the nobility never choofe to ride horfes of any other race. 
The whole race is divided into feveral families, each of which has its proper name: 
that of Dsjulfa feems to be the moll numerous. Some of thefe families have a higher 
reputation than others, on account of their more ancient and uncontaminated nobility. 
Although it is known by experience, that the Kochlani are often inferior to the 
Kadifchi, yet the mares at leaft, of the former, are always preferred, in the hopes of a 
fine progeny. 

'file Arabians have indeed no tables of genealogy to prove the defcent of their 
Kochlani j yet they are fure of the legitimacy of tlie progeny; for a mare of this race 
is never covered unlefs in the^ prefence of witneffes, who mull be Arabians. This 
people do not indeed always ftickle at perjury ; but in a cafe of fuch ferious import¬ 
ance, they are careful to deal confcienrioully. There is no inftance of falfe teftimony 
given in refpefl: to the defcent of a horfe. Eveiy Arabian is perfuaded that himfelf and 
his whole family would be ruined, if he Ihould prevaricate in giving his oath in an 
affair of fuch confequence. 

A Chriftian, having a Kochlani mare, whom he wilhes to have covered by a ftallion. 
of the fame racej is obliged to employ an Arabian witnefs, who muft watch the mare 
twenty days, to be fure that flie has been defiled by the embraces of no common 
horfe. During all this drne, Ihe muft not fee either horfe or afs, even at a diftance. 
When the mare produces her foal, the fame Arabian muft be prefent j and, within 
the firft feven days, a notorial certificate of the legitimate birth of the foal is made. 
If there happens to be a crolling of the two breeds, the foal, whether the father or the 
mother be Kochlani, is always efteemed KadiJchi. 

The Arabians make no fcruple of felling their Kochlani ftallions like other horfes; 
but they are unwilling to part with their mares for money. When not in a condition 
to fupport them, they difpofe of them to others, on the terms of having a fhare in the 
foals, or of being at liberty to recover them after a certain time. 

Thefe Kochlani are much like the old Arabian nobility, the dignity of whofe birth is 
held in no eftimation unlefs in their own country. Thrfe horfes are little valued by 
the Turks. Their country hang more fertile, better watered, and lefs level, fwift 
horfes are lefs neceffary to them than to the Arabians. They prefer large horfes, who 
have a ftately appearance when fumptuoufly hameffed. It Ihould feem that there are 
alfo Kochlani in Hedsjas, and in the country of Dsjof; but I doubt if they be in efti¬ 
mation in the dominions of the Imam, where the horfes of men of rank appeared to 
me too handfome to be Kochlani. The Englifii, however, fometimes purchafe thefe 
horfes at the price of 800 or 1000 crowns each. An Engliih merchant was offered at 
Bengal twice the purchafe money for one of thefe horfes j hut he fent him to England, 
where he hoped that he would draw four times the original price. 

There are two forts of affes in Arabia; the fmaller or lazy afs, as little 
efteemed here as iii Europe; and a large and high fpirited breed, who are highly 
valued. Thefe latter are fold at a high price. I thought them fitter for a journey 
than horfes are. 

I have reafon to believe, that in Arabia are feveral forts of camels. Thofe in the 
dominions of the Imam are of a moderate fize, and a light brown colour. Thole 
from Nedsjeran are large, lubbardly, and of a dai'k brown colour. The dromedanes 

of 
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of Egypt and Arabia have only one bunch upon the back ; and, by fuch as have not 
often feen them, can be diftinguilhed from camels only by an air oflightnefs, which 
makes them leem fitter for running. I never but once law dromedaries with two 
bunches, and that was in a town in Natolia, to-which thofe I faw had been brought from 
the Crimea; but they were fo large and lubbardly, that they feemed to me rathm- camels 
of a particular fpecies, than dromedaries. 

Buffaloes are to be found in all the marfliy countries of the Eaft, and on the banks 
of the nvers. They* are even more numerous than the common horned cattle. I have 
J^n amnials of this fpecies in Egypt, at Bombay, near the Euphrates, the Tigris, the 
Orontes, &c. The female buffalo yields more milk thafi the common cow ; and the 
male is as fit for the yoke as our oxen. His flefh is indeed inferior to that of the ox, 
being hard and ill tailed. ^ European merchants are however obliged to ufe it in the 
co^tiies where thofe animals are numerous. I believe that I have often eaten the 
flelh of a young buffalo without diftinguilhing it by the tafte or appearance from our 
u Arabians have a mode of forcing the fe'male buffalo to yield more milk 

than Ihe voluntarily does, which the ancient Scythians alfo praftifed with their mares. 
While one milks the cow, another tickles her. 

The oxen and cows of Arabia have upon the flioulder, immediately above the fbre- 
legs, a li^p or bunch of fat; the bunch of the camel grows larger, or diininiflies, 
as the anmal becomes fatter or leaner. I could obtain no particular information con- 
cerning the mlrindl aferibed to thefe oxen, of forming into circular bodies, to defend 
themfelves agmnft beafts of prey. The ftory is fo much the lefs probable, becaufe the 
cattle of Arabia are diftinguilhed by remarkably fmall horns. 

The Arabians have no meadows which might afford grafs for the feeding of thefe 
domeftic animals. The country is too much parched for the grafs to become luxuri- 
am enough to be ufed as hay. Straw, barley, and beans, are the articles of food upon 
w^ch they nourilh their cattle. The only herb they fowexprefsiy for this purpofe is 
a fort of bean at phafedus s the Egyptians, whofe country is better watered, fow trefoil 
lor the fame ufe. The camel eats the moft Hunted and withered roots. In Arabia, 

however, he lives chiefly on herbs of the gourd fpecies, which abound in the driell 
countnes. 


NATURAL, HISTORY OB ARABIA. 

Chap. CXXXV. — Gf«i?r(r/ Refieflions on die Natural Hifiory Arabia. 

ONE principal objed which it became our party of travellers to keep in view, was 
undoubtedly the examination of the natural produaions of the country through which 
we travelled.^ Every member of our company having had his particular talk alfigned 
^veftigation of lubjeas of natural hiftory was particularly appropriated to 
Mr. Forlkal, His well known aaivity, abilities, and ardour for the cultivation 
of fcience^ afiforded the public room to expeit jfrom him numerous difeoveries in the 
namral foftory, as well of Egypt, as of Arabia; countries which he had time to examine 
before his premature death. But, our hopes have been in part difappointed, by the 
concurrence of differest unfavourable circumftances, which it may be proper to give 
an account of here, both in excufo for the deficiency of this article, and as an encou- 
ggement to future travellers to perfeft what was fo fuccefsfolly begun by our deceafed 
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The time prefcribed for our continuance in the Eaft was fliort in the whole; and 
an unforefeen delay in Egypt farther abridged that portion of it which we had 
deftined to be fpent in Arabia. In confequence of this circuinftance, we had no more 
time for examining the natural hiftory of Arabia than the fix months between tlie end 
of December 1762, and the beginning of June 1763, at the lafis of which periods 
Mr. Forfka] died. Hence many objefts could be only curforily obferved. Befides, 
the frequent indifpofition of fome or other of our party obliged us often to feparate; 
hnd a reafon of this nature hindered Mr. Forikal from feeing Mount Sinai, and the pro- 
duflibns of that part of Arabia Petraea. 

The climate and foil of feveral of the countries which we vifited are lefs favourable 
than is commonjyfuppofed,for the increafe of vegetables and animals. The foil of Arabia, 
is, through a great part of that country, dry and Tandy, produces no plants, and is 
therefore unfit for the nourifliment of animals. Here the naturalift finds but few 
objeSs to obferve j and of fuch a country the natural hiftory can never be extenfive. 
In Arabia, likewife, the heat of the fun is fo iiitenfe, that the flowers no fooner blow 
than they are withered i ^d if the botanift, attentive to a number of plants at once, 
mifles the precifo moment when any one which is new to him is in flower, he can have 
no fubfoquent opportunity of examining it dll the enfuing feafon. 

This incbnvenience might be avoided by obferving the plants in gardens. But there 
is, perhaps, ho country in the world where gardening is fo much neglcfled as in Arabia. 
There is hardly a fiagle fmall garden in die neigh boui'hood even of the greateft towns. 
At Beit el Fakih there is only one, which was formed by an old Dola. The Arabians, 
a fimple frugal race,- content themfelves with the plaineft food, without taking pains 
to furmfti djemfekes with a variety of difhes. What feems to give them an averfion 
for the culture of gardens is the long droughts, which laft fometimes for more than a 
year, and deftroy every fprout of vegetation, together with the ravages of the grafs- 
hoppers, which complete the devaftalion of the fields. The.Banians, being by their 
religion confined to a vegetable diet, plant great quandties of pulfe; but thefe are 
moftly of fpecies that are natives of India, and by confequence already known to 
botanifts. , 

Befide thefe phyfical obftacles to the inveftigation of the natural hiftory of the Eaft, 
there is another arifing from the moral charafter of the people who inhabit, thefe 
regions. The Arabians, an ignorant, covetous, and jealous race, cannot comprehend 
how the Europeans fliould be prompted by mere curiofity to expofe themfelves to fo 
much danger and fatigue. They aferibeto them a motive of intereft, the defire of 
difeovering hidden treafures, with great fkill in the fearch. The idea generally pre¬ 
valent among them, of the wealth of travellers, makes a curious perfon run a great 
rilk of being plundered by vagabond robbers. Mr. Forfkal, efcaping once with diffi¬ 
culty out of the clutches of a band of diefe robbers in Egypt, and bemg once plundered 
by another party, was obliged to ceafe from his fciendfic excurfions. He found means, 
indeed, to have plants gathered for him, by an Arabian, in the neighbourhood of 
Kahira. But the naturalift makes his obfervadons beft upon living plants,, in their, 
native fituations. 

Our friend was luckier, in this refpefl:, in Yemen, where the fafety of a ftrangw is 
better fecured by the laws, and the manners of the people of the country. The Arabians 
in Yemen were fo for from offering him any interruptions in his purfuits, that both 
jnen and women, of all ranks and ages, appeared to take pleafure in bringing, pomting 
cut, and naming to him all their indigenous plants, A people living the life of 
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Cieplierds, and of hufbandmen, like the Arabians, who fpend almoft all their time in 
the open fields, naturally acquire a tafte for botany, and a degree of (kill in its re- 
fearches. But, in order to obtain the aid, and even the friend/hip of thefe good 
people, he was obliged to conform to their manners, and to content fiimfelf with 
their fcanty cheer. A life of fiich abftinence and fatigue, too fevere for a perfon 
brought up in European habits, undoubtedly contributed to fhorten the days of our 
inend. 

In Ipite of all thefe obftacles, Mr. Forfkal’s ardent induftry w^s fuccefeful beyond 
our hopes. It is inconceivable,in what a fhort time he difeovered and made deferip- 
tions of full three hundred fpecies in the animal kingdom, and of more than eight 
hundred in the vegetable. This number might have been yet more confiderable, 
h id he not laid it down as a rule to himlelf, to deferibe nothing which he had not exi 
amined with the moft Icrupulous exaflmefs. For this reafon had he put off, till he fiiould 
be at more leifure, the examination of a large colleclion of infecls imd fiiells. Witli the 
fame intention, he had preferved in fpirit of wine, a great many filhes and amphibious 
animals. But the reader will recollefl: the fate of this colleftion, when our goods were 
infpefted at the cuftora houfe at Mokha, as abgve related. 

After my return to Europe, I was intruiled with the talk of publifiiing my friend’s 
pofthmnous papers. I then difeovered a new lols which natural hiftory had fufiered 
by his death. He had been accuftomed to write down his obfervations on final! de¬ 
tached pieces of paper, which could not eafily be preferved together. It is true, I 
found 1800 of thefe billets, which I endeavoured to reduce into order. But I could 
not help inferring from the chafms here and there, that many of them were loft. 
"Whether it be or be not fo, 1 have, however, prefented to the public all that I could 
recover, in two Latin works, intituled, Deferiptiones Animaliura, 4to, Hafiiiae, 1775 j 
and Flora Arabica, 410, ib. 1775. 

Thefe two works, written in Latin, and m the manner and arrangement of Linnaeus, 
are intended pai'ticularly for the ule of the learned naturalift. To gratify readers of 
ail clafl'es, I fhall here mfert the moft curious particulars of the information contained 
in thofe works, and fuch as will ferve to give the heft ideas of the productions, common 
or peculiar, of the countries which we traverfed. Although natural hiftory was not 
my province, I had occafion to obferve trail fiently many things refpefting it. I ftiallj 
therefore, intermingle my own remarks, without diftinguifhing them as fuch j for the 
greater part of the whole is Mr. Forfkal’s. 

Chap. CXXXVI. — Climate and- Soil of Ar^biai 

A COUl^RY, fuch as Arabia, extending from the 30!* to the degree of 
northern latitude, and, by confequence, fituate partly between the tropics, will be na¬ 
turally fuppofed fubjeCl to a very hot climate. In fome provinces of Arabia, the heat 
is excellive. But, hi this country, as in moft others, the varying degrees of elevation, 
the relative fituationsof places, and the, iiatureof the foil, occafion confiderable varie¬ 
ties of temperature. 

Before a perfon can underftand thefe varieties, it is necefl'ary that heftiould have 
ajuftideaof the phyfical circumftances of Arabia. This country may be confidered 
as a pile of mountains, encircled with a belt of flat, dry, and fandy ground. Towards 

north and continent, this belt is formed by the defarts of Syria, and Arabia Petrsea. 
The plains called Tehama by the Arabians, and extending from the fea-fhore to the hills, 
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bound i^abia on tiiofe fides on winch it is waflied by the waters of the Red Sea, of the 
Eaftern Ocean, and of the Perfian Gulph, 

In thefe defaits, diyerfified here and there only by bare rocks, and in thefe fiat plains, 
there IS notiung to foften the force of the fun’s rays, but all vegetables are burnt up, 

and the Ibil is every where reduced to fand. The drought is fo extreme, that whole 
y^ars will pafs without rain; and the torrents which fail from the hills are loft amontr 
the lands long before they can reach the fea. Were it not for thefe river-waters, which 
being fwelled in the r^y feafon, are drained off to fertilize the lands, the hulbandman 
would be uiiabie to raife even thofe fcanty crops which his harvefts at prefent afford. 
By obfervations made with good thermometers^ we found, that in thefe plains, as, for 
inftance, at Lolieia, Mokhaj> and Mafkat, the heats were as intenfe as in any other hot 
country whatever, ^ 


In the interior country, the temperature of the atmofphere is very different. The 
great ranges of lofty mountains attraft vapours ; and thefe falling doisui in plenteous 
rams cool the air, jmd quicken vegetation. The cold occafioned by the height of the 
€ountr)% produces falls of fiiow ^ but this never lies long upon the ground, "While the 
inhabitants of the plain fuffer by heat, thofe of the hills are obliged to wrap themfelves 
in pellic^. We were affured that there was ice on fome of the hills, and that, at Sana, 
which lies among the hills in the interior country, there was fometiiiies froft. 

T. he pofition of thefe mountains, in the middle of a peninfula, occafions lifcewife an-' 
Other ph^ontenon that is equally obfervable in the peninfula formed by the Ganges, 
which is^ in the fame manner interfeOied by mountains. The rainy feafons, which are 
regular in the countries between the tropics, are, by this peculiarity of fituation, diver- 
fified here, Weftward, in Yemen, the rainy feafon is of great fervice to the country; 
for it comes on in the month of June, and terminates in the middle of September ^ in 
which months the heate are moft violent, and the earth and its inhabitants in the greateft 
need of fuch refrefhment. In the eaftern part of thefe mountains, on the fide of 
Mafkat, thofe rains fall between the middle of the month of J^ovember and the middle 
of February, In Hadramaut and Oman, to the fouth, the rainy feafon lafts from the 
middle of February to the middle of April, It Ihould feem, therefore, that the rains 
make the tour of the peninfula every feafon, as impelled by the prevalent winds. In 
the Tehama, of Yemen, we heard alfo of a rain in fpring,. the period of which is uncertain, 
but on which the fuccefs of the harvefts depends. 

Thefe regular rains render the vallies lying among the mountains fertile and de¬ 
lightful, 1 he Highlanders, who breathe a fine frefit air, are handibnie, healthy, and 
brave. Another advantage which the Arabians owe to the fituation of their country, 
is, that it alFords them at the fame time the productions of different climates. In the 
plains, feveral vegetables traiifplanted from India thrive well enough, and many of the 
animals of hot countries multiply there. The mountains produce the plants and ani¬ 
mals of temperate climates. Arabia may thus be regarded as an affemblage of different 
climates, the refpeftive advantages of which are all to be found in the tra^t lying between 
the Red Sea and the Perfian Gulph. 

The nature of the winds differs, in Arabia, with the point of the compafs from which 
they blow^, and the trafl: over which they refpe£tively pafs. The fame wind is, in diffe¬ 
rent places, dry or moift, according as jt b'otvs over the ocean, or over defarts. On 
the fliores of the Perfian Gulph, the fouth-eaft wind is accompanied with a degree of 
moifture, which when the heat is intenfe, occafions violent fweatings; the north-'weft, 
pafiing over the great defart, is more torrid, but lefs difagreeable; this laft wind heats 
metals in the fliade, as if they were expofed to the fun; and its heat, fuddenly added 
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to tfiat of the atinofphere, often fufiocates men and other animals. The Arabians, 
when they travel., carry v/ith them garlic and dried grapes, for the purpqfe oi l eviy^s^r^ 
fuch perfons as may ieU down fainting, from the effect of thefe hot blafts. 

Notwithffanding its torrid qualities, this north-weft wind fences to cool their liquors 
for the Arabians, in the niiddle of Summer. In omer to this, they put their water into 
bardaks, or ungiazed pots, made of a fort of porous earth; and then, having thefe 
pots in a place expofed to the current of this hot wind, the water is thus rendered very 
cool; a circumitance well known in hot CGUnhics, aiiu at ptefent aferibed by naturalifts 
to the effefts of fudden evaporation. 

Another wind, of a more dangerous nature, is the famous Sam, Sinum, or Samiel, 
which feidom blows within Arabia, but frequently upon its frontiers. This wind pre¬ 
vails only on the confines of the great defart, where the agitaiion of the air forms a 
current for the vapours which are railed hy the heat of the fun from ^hat parched ter¬ 
ritory. I he places the moft expofed to this deftructive w'ind, are the banks of the 
Euphrates, and fometimes the environs of Mecca, when the noriiiwind blows from 
the defart. It is not unknown in Perfia, on the borders of thofe arid plains ; and it is 
faid to have been felt in fome places in Spain, near the vaft tracfs of defart fends which 
deform that fine kingdom. The effefts of the Smmn are inftant fuffocadon to every 
living creature that happens to be within the fphere of its adivity, and immediate putre- 
faftion of the carcafes of the dead. As a fimilar rapidity of putrefaCdon has been 
obferved- to take place upon bodies deprived of life by thunder, or by the eleftric fliock, 
it has been conjeclure'd, that eleftrical matter which is very generally diff'ufed through 
nature, might be the caufe of the peculiarly noxious qualities of this wind. The Ara¬ 
bians difeern the approach of the Smum by an unufual rednefs in the air; and they 
fay that they feel a finell of fulpliur as it paffes. However this may be, the only means 
by which any perfon can preferve himfelf from fuffering from the noxious blafts, is, by 
throwing himfelf down with his face upon the earth, till this whirlwind of poifonous 
exhaladons has blown over; which always moves at a certain height in the atmof- 
phere. Inftfncl even teaches the brutes to incline their heads to the ground on thefe 
occafions. 

The other meteors of Arabia are common to it with all other hot countries. A 
clear fky, feidom obfeured by clouds, renders ftorms very unfrequent in the plains. 
The air difeharges its electric matter in globes of fire, and by the phenomena called {hoot¬ 
ing ftars, which are not unfrequent, and of confiderablebulk. In the moft arid tra£ts, 
near the fea, the dews are fmgularly copious. But, notwithftanding this humidity, the 
air is fo pure, that the inhabitants fleep in the open air j I never fiept founder than 
v/here I found my bed all wet with dew in the morning. There ai'e, however, places 
where one dares not fleep in the open air for fear of being ftruck with a palfy. By long 
experience the inhabitants of thofe parts have learned w^hat precautions to take, and thefe 
are always peculiarly neceftary to an European unaccuftonied to the climate. 

Arabia enjoys the profpedof alraoft conftant verdure. Not but that moft of the 
trees feed their leaves, and the annual plants wither and are re-produced. But, the 
interval between the fall of the leaf in one year, and the re-produ£Hon of new leaves 
for the next, is fo lliort, that the change is hardly obfervable. Continual verdure is 
peculiar to thofe countries in which there are no frofts, but a rainy feafon inftead of 
our winter. 

From the fmgular local lituation of Arabia, the inequalities in the nature of its lands 
may, without farther information, be inferred. Thefe inequalities are indeed very re¬ 
markable. On one fide are Irightful defarts, and on the other fertile and delight- 

fiif 
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fill vales. The fandy belt which encircles this peninfula is almoft entirely barren, and 
•prefents one unvaried pifture of defolation. 

This belt, denominated Tehama, as has been feveral times mentioned, begins at 
Suez, and extends round the whole peninfula, to the mouth of tlie Euphrates. Its 
breadth varies; it is, however, for the moll part, about two days journey from the fea- 
Ihore to the rife of the hills j at leaft this is the breadth of the plain adjacent to the Red 
Sea. It bears every mark of having been anciently a part of the bed of the lea. Its 
bottom foil is a greyilh clay, w^th a large proportion of fand, and having marine exuvise 
interfperfed to a great diftance from the fea-fhore. It contains large ftrata of fair, which 
in fome places even rife up into hills. Its regular inclination towards the fea indicates 
■that it has emerged gradually. The fmali eminences upon the confines of this plain are 
icompofed of calcareous Hones, having a blackilli appearance, and feeming as if they 
were burnt by the fun. The adjoining liills contain fchiftus and bafaltes ; in this dif¬ 
fering greatly from the ftrata of the hills on the oppofite coaft of Egypt, and from thofe 
of Arabia Petrrea, which are chiefly made up of granite. 

The fea, no doubt, ftill continues to recede; and the Tehama is on that fide gradu¬ 
ally extending its limits- The banks of coral are ftill increafing, and coming nearer 
-lo the lliore, fo as to render the navigation of the gulph every day more and more 
riangerous. The fand accumulated by the billows gradually fills up the intermediate 
fpace, and joins tliefe beds of coral to the continent, as appears from fome recent in- 
ftances. Hiftory alfo records proofs of this gradual receffion of the waters; and men¬ 
tions, as fea-ports, feveral places which are at prefent inland, without noticing the pre¬ 
sent maritime towns, which mull undoubtedly be of later origin than the formation of 
the land on which they Hand. 

Such a conqueft over the watery element promifes, however, little advantage to man, 
Thefe newly formed lands are ungrateful and barren. Nor can any better be fanguinely 
hoped of the future j fince the territory of tlie Tehama has remained for lb many ages 
unchanged in its nature. Mr. Forlkal fancied that he could diftinguifh a fimilarity 
between the foil of Hedsjas and that of Egy^pt, from which he inferred, that the fterility 
of the former was owing to the want of water. But he was certainly miftaken ; for the 
foil of Egypt is formed of the fediment of the Nile, but that of Hedsjas of the remains 
of the bed of the fea. The calcareous ftone of the hills of this latter province is, how¬ 
ever, decompofed into a blackifh earth, which in time becomes fit to bear fome coarfe 

In the Highlands of Arabia, there are as great diverfities of foil as in moll other 
cultivated countries. The moll general charafter of the foil on thefe fchiftous hills is 
clay mixed with fand. But the figure of the hills is unfavourable to their fertility. 
They are commonly fo craggy and precipitous, as to afford neither room nor foil for 
vegetable produclions, the good earth being continually wafhed away by the waters. 
Thefe circumftances have likewife the effefl: of rendering the culture of fuch places ex¬ 
tremely difficult and expenfive. Terraces are neceffary to be formed j of which indeed 
the conftruaion is fometimes fecilitated by the piles of bafaltes naturally call into regular 
pentagonal figures, which are broken, from time to time, from the rocks, and ferve as 
materials for the walls. 

Arabia is a country interefting in manyrefpeas ; but is, in general, neither rich nor 
fertile. The laborious life, and indifferent fate of its inhabitants, are fufficient proofs of 
this truth. If it was called Happy by the ancients, it was only by the value and the 
novelty, not by the abundance of its produaions, that it could merit this name. 


Chap. 


fBAVELS IN ARABIA, DY UARSTRN KIBBUHR. 


185 


CHAr. CXXXVTI. — Qmdrupcds, 

SPEAKING of the ajSjricUlture of the Arabians, I had occafion to mention their 
doiiieftic animals. Of thofe, fome appear to be orijrmaUy natives of the country, for 
they are not common through the other regions of the eau; they retain their primary 
inlunfts in higher perfection, and are more eminently diftinguilhed by ftrength and 
beauty here than elfewhere. Such are the horfe, the ^s, the camel, and perhaps too 
the ox. The camel, by its power of enduring thirft, and its containing a refervoir for 
water in its bowels, fcems naturally deftined for an inhabitant of the defart. Its hoof 
is formed to tread on burning fands ; and the cartilaginous texture of its mouth enables 
it to feed on the hard and prickly plants of thofe parched plains. 

The afs, efpscially, feems to be a native of Arabia. Here are a fpecies of alTes, which, 
in beauty, vigour, and fpirit, are no contemptible rivals to the horfe. The inhabitants 
fpeak Ukewife of a wild animal, called Djaear, of the fame fize and fiiape as the afs, the 
flelh of which is excellent food. 

This animal is probably a wild afs, who, in confequence of living in a ftate of 
independence, acquires fome varieties of form, which the Arabs, in their uufkilfulnefa 
in natural hiftory, miftake for the charadteriftics of a different animal. 

The Arabians give the name of Bakar Uafch to an animal which we did not fee, 
but of which their vague defcription can be referred only to the wild ox. They 
fpeak of another animal of the form of an ox, which is deflitute of horns, and feeds 
only by night. 

On the lofty hills of Arabia Petr sea, are-rock-goats. The plains are flocked with 
gazelles j and this beautiful creature is fo common, that the Arabian poets draw from 
it many of their allufions and fimilitudes. The hare is not a common animal here, and 
is to be feen only in foine mountainous parts. In the fandy tracks are numbers of 
thofe littie animals called Jerboa's, Pharaoh's rats, whofe flefh the Arabians eat with¬ 
out any diflike. The peculiarity in the ftrudure of the hinder feet of thefe animals, 
and their manner of leaping, which have induced our naturalifts to give the fpecies the 
name of Mus Jaculus, are well known. • 

In the forefts, in the fouth of Arabia, are monfcies without tails, whofe back parts 
are bare and red, I faw thefe animals in troops of fome hundreds. Other travellers 
have met with thent in thoufands on the hills of Aden. Thefe creatures are docile, 
and eafily learn any trick, which is attempted to be taught them. On this account 
numbers of them are exported to Egypt, where jugglers exhibit them to the people. 

Of carnivorous animals, the moft hideous and formidable is the Hyaena, who attacks 
men and bcafts with the fame ferocity. This fierce and foHtary animal inhabits the 
caverns of the defart mountains of Arabia Petr®a, and is alfo common round the 
fhores of the Perfian Gulph. The hysna marches out only at night, in that feafon 
when the inhabitants of the country deep in the open air, and often carries oIF children 
from befide their parents. ■ 

As the domeftic animals on the fouthern coaft of the Perfian Gulph are chiefly fed 
upon fifiies, the hyaena is fometimes obliged to content hirafelf with the fame food. On' 
my return into Europe, I faw in Denmark one of thefe animals alive, in the king's col- 
leaion of wild animaLs. 

The leopard, reckoned by Mr. Forfkal among the carnivorous animals, is perhaps 
the fame as the panther, (Felis pardus, Linnaei) j the more probably fo, as he-gives it 
the Arabic name of the panther,. Nemer. However, the ounce or ftnall panther, named = 
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ill Arabic Path, is ftill more common than the large-one j neither is it regarded wth 
any fort of terror in Arabia, where it carries away cats and dogs, but never x-euiures 
to attack men. 

Wild boars,^ wolves, and foxes, are to be foimd in Arabia j but the moil common 
carnivorous animal is a fort of wild dog, more like llie fox than the houfehold dog, 
and named by the lurks Ifchakal, by the Arabians El Vavi. *l’his animal, common 
through all the countries of the Eall, is fo well known, that I need not here add any 
thing concerning its figure and manners. 

Mr. Forlkal names feverai other animats of which lie knew nothing, e&cept w'hat he 
gathered from the iiidiftin£t accounts of the natives; and fome others of which he- 
could only learn the Arabian names. As fuch flight notices cannot enlarge the know-* 
ledge of nature, 1 fhalt not repeat them here. The molt Angular of thofe animals, 
which we knew only by hearfay, is one faid to refeinble a cat, to live upon the hills, 
to feed on grafs, and to be a moil delicate article of food. 

Chap. CX XXVIII, — Of the Birds if Arabia^ 

IF we had opportumdes of examining but few quadrupeds, we were not more for¬ 
tunate in refpecl to birds. Not that Arabia is deficient in variety of fpecies; on the 
contrary, its productions are fufficient to nourifli a prodigious mimber; but a traveller 
haftening through a country, has it ftill lefs in liis power to acquaint himfelf with the 
inhabitants of the air than with thofe of the earth. One cannot fee many birds, or 
obferve them at leifure, unlefs among people who are fond of fowling, and who, as 
they feek for game and fell it, bring to the curious fuch birds as they have caught 
or mlled, and are able to give forae account of their refpeftive names and jnftinfls. 

In Arabia we had no fuch advantage. The Arabians defpife the ufe of wild fowl,, 
and regard neither the amufement nor die exercife of fowling. I thought that I could 
difcern two caufes of their averfion for a diverfion which the favages of the north 
purfue with extreme fondnefs. A people who are naturally fober and frugal, and live 
in a climate where the ufe of animal food is injurious to health, cannot be fond of 
game. The precepts of the Muflulman religion muft alfo difguft. the Arabians at the: 
purfuit of wild animals, efpecially of birds. A hunter lofes his labour, and his prey 
becomes impure, if he has but neglefted the repetition of one fliort prayer when he 
killed the animal; if it has not loft the juft quandty of blood required by, the law j 
i^ the bird ftruggled with any remains of life after it was Ihot; or if it fell upon a place, 
which was either inhabited or in any manner defiled. We law no other birds, diere- 
fore, than thofe which we killed ourfelves, or thofe which we could obferve while they 
were at liberty. 

In the fertile countries of Arabia, tame fowls are very plentiful, and ail forts of 
poultry are bred in great abundance. The pintando is not domeftie; but thefe birds 
inhabit the woods in fuch numbers, that children kill them with Hones, and then col- 
left them to be fold in the to^vns. The phealant is likewife a native of Arabia, and is 
found ill great plenty, in the forefts of Yemen, as well as the wood-pigeon, and feverai 
other varieties of the pigeon fpecies. In the plains of the fame pixivince, the grey 
partridge, the common lark, and a fort of white crane, having the under part of the belly 
of a beautiful red, are alfo to be feen here. 

So dry a country as Arabia cannot be fuppofed to afibrd a great variety^ of ivater 
fowls- However, in places where there was water, we found a beautiful variety of the 
plover, and, fometimes ftorks. Sea-fowfe, which live upon fifli, are numerous on the 
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•<»afl.s of the Red Sea, becaufe this gulph is very deep, and cOpioufly ilored with fiflies. 
Befide fome fort of fea-maw's, we faw in an ifle of the Red Sea pelicans, who had built 
nefts and laid eggs as large as thofe of the goofe. 

The defarts of Arabia are not without oftriches, which are called by the inhabitants 
Thar Edsjammel, the camel bird. I did not underftand that the Arabians take this 
bird young, and tame it. One which I faw at Loheia was from Abyffinia. A beautiful 
lapwing, called by the Arabians Hudhud, is alfo common on the fhores of the Perfian 
Gulph. Some Arabians have been perfuaded, by a fabulous tradition, that the language 
of this bird may be underflood. 

Eagles, falcons, fparrow-hawks, and the Egyptian vulture, (Vultur Petenoptenis, Lic- 
ntei), are birds of prey to be met with in Arabia. The lafl of thefe is very ferviceable 
in the country ; clearing the earth of all carcafes, which corrupt very rapidly, and are 
very noilbme in hot countries. He alfo deflroys the field mice, which multiply fo 
prodigioufly in fome provinces, that, were it not lor this afli fiance, the pealant might 
ceafe from the culture of the fields as abfolutely vain. Their performance of thofe 
important fervices induced the ancient Egyptians to pay thofe birds divine honours; 
and even at prefent it is held unlawful to kill them, in all the countries which 
tliey frequent. 

In feveral countries in the eaft, as alfo in Arabia, there is another bird, not lefs bene¬ 
ficial to the inhabitants, I’is thought to be a native of Korafan, for it ^conies annually 
into Arabia, in purfuit pf the fwarms of locufts, of which it deftroys incredible num¬ 
bers. It is called Samarman or Samatmog. Mr, Eorfkal ranks it among the thruflies, 
and calls it Turdus Seleucus. The fervices done by this bird, in countries expofed to 
the ravages of tbofe infeSe, have given rife to feveral ridiculous and fuperftitious prac¬ 
tices in Syria. It is thought to be attrafled from Korafan by water, ’which is, for this 
end, brought from a diftance with great ceremony, and preferved in a ftone refervoir 
on the top of the tower of a mofque. When this water &Is, the inhabitants of Moful 
are in defpair. But as this bird’s inftinils prompt it not only to feed on locufts, but 
to kill as many of them as poflible, it naturally follows thefe iiifefls in the courfe of 
their paffage. 

We heard much talk of two fpecles of birds, which are highly valued by the Ara» 
bians, and are called Salva and Sumana. We could difeover nothing concerning the 
generic character of the latter; but we heard enough of the Salva to enable us to 
tinderftand that it is the rail, a bird of paffage 'which frequents a fmall diftrifl in 
Arabia. As to quails, we received no evidence of their being birds of pafiage j 
nor is it probable that this bird fiiould traverfe defarts where no fubliftence is to be 
found. 

The Arabians likewife named to Mr. Eorlkal feveral other birds, which he never 
could fee, and confequently could not afeertain their genus, fuch as the Achjal, lamous 
for two beautiful feathers, with which the Highlanders adorn their bonnets, and tp 
preferve which uninjured, the bird, it feems, leaves a hole in its neft. Another, the 
Thaer el blind, rare and remarkable for its gilded plumage, is fold very dear in Arabia. 
Its name feems to indicate that it is a bird of paffage, which is fuppofed to come 
from India. 

C.nAV.C^lL'Ll'K., —Of Amphibhus Animals and Ttflm, 

In tile Arabian feas we never met with the fea tortoife; the land tortoife is more 
common; the peafants bring the latter, by cart-loads, to the markets of feveral towre 
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jn the eaft. The ealleni Chriftians eat thefe animals in Lent, and drink their blood 
with great relilh. 

We faw feveral forts of linards, of which the only dangerous one was that called by 
the Egyptians Gecko. It is laid that the faliva of this creature, hilling upon viduals, 
infers the perfons who ear them with the leprofy. 

There are in Arabia feveral forts of ferpeuts, the bite of which is often mortal. But 
the^ innocent are as numerous as the dangerous ferpems. Of fome the bite occafions 
onfy a difagreeable itching, which the Arabians cure by applying die leaves of the 
caper-tree to the wound. In general, life is endangered only by the bite of fuch fer- 
pents as have a diftina row of teeth larger than the reft of the teeth. The Arabi^ 
in Egypt are acquainted with tins law in the ftruaure of reptiles, and play fakiy with 
ferp^ts, after pulling out the long teeth, which_ ferves to condudl the poilon. In 
Arabia, the only ferpent that is truly formidable is dm called Baetan, a fmall llendcr 
creature, fpotted black and white; its bite is inftant death, and the dead body is fwelled 
by the poifon in a very extraordinary manner. 

Mr, Forlkal difcovered in the Red Sea feveral forts of ray fiflies which are unknown 
in Europe, That fea is in general ftored with a great variety of fillies and I was 
told by my friend, that in the fliort paffage between Suez and Jidda, he obferved more 
than a hundred new fpedes, only a part of which he could rank among the known 
genera. He was obliged to form four new genera, which he named Salaria, Scarus, 
Signanus, and Acanthurus. A new torpedo wdiich he met with, appeared fo diherent 
from that already known, that he was induced to clafs it as a particular genus ^ 

Among the new fpedes are fome belonging to genera which are found alfo m our 
Teas ; fuch are feveral cod-fiflies hitherto unknown; new fpecies ot mackerels, mullets, 
fcari, perches, &c. Others of thefe fpecies belong to genera peculiar to the feas adja¬ 
cent to hot countries, fuch as the Chasiodoii and the Sciaena. 

In our paffage over the Red Sea, wefaw troops of flymg fifiies, which rofe from 
time to time above the furfece of tlie water ; but we difcovered no flying ferpent m 
the courfe of our voyage; although the Arabians give this name to a ferpent, which 
fliouid rather be called the leaper. This ferpent fixes himfelf by tjie tail to a low brmch 
of a tree, and then giving himfelf an impetus, by means of his elaftic tail, fpnngs from. 

branch to branch focceffively, till he reaches the top. 

The Arabians inhabiting the Ihores of the Red Sea hvealmoft entirely on fifties, as 
I have already had occafion to mention, and even fuftmi their cattle with the fame 
foS Although fiflies are fo plenufol, yet a living fifh is ‘o be leen mnong 

them. For fe^ of violating fome precept of the Mufluhnan law, the fifticrman kj 
thdr fifties before they bring them on fhore. 

Chap. CXL.— Infers avd Shsih.. 

THE locufts have a great influence on the condition of the 

and of feveral other countries in the Eaft; and, J i numbers fo great 

a length which others do not merit. _ We, however, did not find the iiumDcrs lo g 

as they are commonly fuppofed to be m Emope, hmnfrht bv a fouth wind 

In Egypt I faw once only a cloud ot locufts, ivhich was brougiU O) a m ^ 

ftomtede&rtsof Lybia; the loculU fell In prodigtoiB quaii^ on ' ' 

houfes, and in the ftreetn ofKahiia. . I ^^ TTiLloud caine 

1762 a large cloud of locufts was driven over the city by a infeSs^ muft 

fide of the Aiabic Gulph ; and, therefore, many of the mfea. mul^ 
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have been drowned in their paifage. In the month of July following, we found a fmall 
quantity near mount Sumara, which feemed to have fpent the feafon in Arabia, Thefe 
fwarms often crofs the Red Sea a fecond time, and return to Egypt, the upper part of 
which adjoining to the defarts of Lybia, feems to be the cradle of thefe animals, I faw 
clouds of them in Perfia, aud^Syriki; where, in the quarter of Moful, I found nefts of 
thefe infefls, wMch a careful police might in a great degree deftroy, Sin?.ll locufts, of 
the fi:£e of a fly, grow with amassing rapidity, and attain their natural fize within a 
few days,’ 

There are undoubtedly various fpecies of this infect, which have not as yet been 
fufficieiitly difcriiniiiated'. Mr. Forfkal calls the locufl which infefts Arabia, Gryllus 
Gregarius, and thinks it to be diiferent from that which is called by Linnaeus Gryllus 
Migrator JUS, and which is a native of the defarts of Tartary, from which it paffes through 
the neigbboaring countries, into Poland and Germany. The Gryllus Gregarius merits 
this denomination; for the tocufts of this fpecies appear to a£l; in concert, and to live 
and travel in fociety, Thofe wliieh remain after the departure of the great body are 
only irregular ftragglers,. 

The Arabians diflinguifh feveral feparate fpecies of this infefl:, to which they give 
particular names, But thefe names are not expreflive of any qualities in the nature of 
the animal; as they refpeft only the delicacy afcribed to its flefli. They'give the name 
Muken to the red loculi, which is efteemed fatter and more fucculent than any of the 
others ; they likewife eat the light locufl:; but abflain from another, called Dubbe; 
becaufe it has a tendency to produce diarrhoea. 

All Arabians, whether living in their native country, or in Petfia, Syria, and Afria, are 
accufliomed to eat locufts. The T urks, on the contrary, have- an averfion for this fort 
of food. If the Europeans exprefs any tiling of the fame averfion, the Arabians then 
remind us of our fondnefs for oyfters, crabs, and lobfters. A German, who had long 
refided in Barbary, aflured us, that the flefli of this infe£l tailed like the fmali- fardine of 
the Baltic Sea, which is dried in fome towns of Plolftein. 

We faw locufts caught, and pur into bags, or on Airings, to be dried, in feveral parts 
of Ambia. In Barbary, they are boiled, and then dried upon the roofs of the houfes. 
The Bedouins of Egypt roaft them alive, and devour them with tlie utmoft voracity. 
We faw no inftance of unwholefomeneis in this article of food ;■ Mr. Forlkal was indeed 
told, that it had a tendency to thicken the blood, and to bring on melancholy habits. 
The Jews in Arabia are convinced, that the- fowls, of which the Ifraelites ate fo largely 
in the defarr, were only clouds of locufts,—and laugh at our tranflators, who have 
fuppofed that they found quails where quails never were. 

The fwarms of thefe inJ’efls darken the air, and appear at a diftance like clouds of 
finoke. The noife tliey make in flying is frightful and ftunning, like that of a waten- 
fal]. When fuck a fwarm falls upon a field, it is w^afted and defpoiled of its verdure. 
The pulfe and date trees fufler greatly from the locufts; but com, either ripe or nearly 
fo, is too hard for their ufe, and they are obliged to fpare it. 

A fmall mleft named Arda, of the bulk of a grain of barley (Termes fatale, Linil-) is 
another fcourge of Arabia, and of hot countries in general. On account of fome general 
refemblance, many travellers reprefenc this infea as an ant, and fpeak of it under this 
name. Its inftinft difpofes it to travel only by night, through a fort of galleries, which 
it forms as it proceeds, of fat earth. After reaching the end of its journey, it corrodes 
and deftioys every thing, yidtuals, clothes, and furniture. We found an army of thefe 
in our chamber, for the firfl time, at Beit el Fakih, We immediately demolifhed the 
galleries which they had formed ; but they, without being difcouxaged, or. terrified at 

our 


*9® *rRAV£LS IK ARABIA, BY CAR^TEM NIEEtniR, 

our prefence, renewed their work in the night, with fingular obftinacy, fo that w had 
much ado to rid oiirfelves of them. They live and work together like ants. 

1 he arda is alfo deftru)£tive to trees, the fweetnefs of whofe leaves and fruits gratifies 
its taile. Thefe infefts fix upon trees of this charafter, and extend their galleries from 
the root to the top. I he inhabitants of the country have no other means of prelerving 
their gardens from utter ruiu, except to furround the trees with fheep’s dung, the fmell 
of which the arda cannot endure. 

There are m Arabia many ants, but nioft of them are harmlefs as ours. From among 
thefe, however, are to be excepted two fpecies, one of which becomes troublefome by 
the voracity with which it attacks victuals, unlels driven away by the odour of camphor; 
the other’s bite is little lefs painful than tliat of the fcorpion j but neither is it more 
■deadly. 

A fort of fcolopendra likewife torments the inhabitants of this country, and affefts 
tliofe on whom it fixes whh burning pains. Thisinfefif fixes all its feet In the flefli, fo 
that it is impoffibJe to rid one’s felf of it otherwife than by fticceflively buTniiig all the 
parts affefted with a hot iron. 'I'he cuttle fifli is dangerous to fwimmers and divers, 
of whom it lays hold with its long claws. Thefe do not wound, but produce fwelling, 
internal pains, and often ;m mcipient paralyfis. 

Among the Teiiehriones is one j^ecies which dellroys reeds. Probably this finall 
iiifect attacks likewife tlie ffallvs of corn, in which is obferved a farina, which ferves to 
diuufe the eggs of this infect through houfes. This little animal is therefore one of the 
molt troublefome iiifefts in tlie country. The women of Arabia and Turkey make ufe 
of another tenebrio, w hich is found among the filth of gardens. As plumpnefs is thought 
ja beauty in the Fait, the women, in order to obt'.iin this beauty, fwallow, every morning 
and every evening, three of thofe infects fried in butter. The Red Sea is full of marine 
infefts; Priapi, Salha, Fiftulares, Medufa, &c, Mr. Forfkal became more and more 
oom'^inced, in the courfe of his obfervations, that the imnienfe numbers of thefe animals 
contribute to produce the refulgence which is perceived at night in fea water. This 
infeft feems to be an animated phofplToric body. 

We obferved a great many crabs, fome of which were foecies peculiar to the Arabic 
Gulph, The fliells are not lefs numerous ; and fome of them of rare fpecies. 'ITie 
moll beautiful is a Pinna, the colours of which are liiperb; but this fhellis very brittle, 
I'lic inhabitants avail not themfelves of this plenty of marine produitions, \vhich might 
alibi'd them excellent food. MulTulmans in general eat very little fifli, and appear to 
have a particular averfion for crabs and fliell fifli. On the contrary, the oriental 
Chriftians, who are confined to long and rigid fafts, make up to themfelves for their 
abitinence from flefn, by the frequent ufe of fitch meats as thefe. At Suez, the Copts 
live almoll entirely on Ihell filh. 

I have alreac^ had occafion to fpcak, in the courfe of my travels, of the aftonilhing 
mais of w'orks formed by marine infeSs j namely, the immenle banks of coral border, 
ing, and almoft filling up the Arabic Gulph. Great part of the houfes in the Tehama 
are of coral rock. Mr, Forfkal tiled to look upon every Arabic houfe as a cabinet of 
natural hiftori', as rich in corals as any fiich cabinet in Europe. The reader may 
therefore conceive with himfelf what a variety of madrepores and millepores are to be 
met with in thefe feas. Some are fo curious as to tempt us conflaiitly to take fpecimens 
of them; but then their bulk renders it impoflible to carry thefe away. Thefe coral 
rocks, ril'mg fometimes ten fatlioms above the fiirface of the fea, are foft under the 
waters : And hence, being eafily wrougfil^ they are prefbe/pd to all other ftonesfbrtfie 
■purpofes of building. 
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Chap* CXLL — The Common and Rare Rlanls^ 

ARABIA^ by its rituation^ as has been already remarked^ partakes of'the advan¬ 
tages equally of hot and of temperate climates* In the higher parts of tliis country, 
therefore, are found plants common to it with the northern parts of Europe and Afia. 
The plains, on the cont^rary, produce vegetables which are'to be met with in India and 
in Africa. It is, however, probable, that many of thefe laft plants had been introduced 
into Arabia by the Banians from their ancient country* 

It is worthy of remark, that, where there are in Europe various fpedcs of any genus 
of plants, the fpecies of the fame genus to be found in Arabia are almoft all new, and 
have accordingly been deferibed by Mr. Forfkal for the firfl time* The cafe is not the 
fame in refpefl to the plants common to Arabia with India ; mofl of thefe are equally 
to be found in both countries* The indigenous plants of Arabia have been hitherto fo^ 
little known, that Mr* Forltal was obliged to form no fewer than thirty new 
genera ^ not to fpeak of the doubtful fpecies,. which he durfl hardly arrange under* 
known genera. 

Of the 800 plants deferibed by my late friend, I fhall content inyfelf with Ipeakmg 
of afmall number mnarkable for their novelty or utility* The firft place is, no doubt, 
due to thofe which are ufed for food* 1 have already had occahon to name fome of 
them in my account of the Arabian agriculture. The Arabians cultivate wheat, barley, 
and durra, (Hokus Lmn.) The latter grain, forgo, or great millet, feems to be a 
native of Arabia, for feveral wild fpecies of it are here to be found, on which the birds 
feed* That which is cultivated, in order to attcin full maturity, requires eonfiderable 
warmth, and upon a good foil grows to a great height. 

The Arabians cultivate feveral pot herbs, of the fame nature as ours ; fuch as lettuces,, 
of which there is alfo a wild fort which is not ufedfpinnach | the carrot (Daucus, 
Linn*)f a very delicate fort of purflain with fharp leaves^ a fort of raddifli, of w^hicli. 
only the leaves are eaten ; water creffes; and above ail, great variety of gourds, 
cucumbers, pumpkins, and melons. Of pumpkins and melons, feveral forts grow 
naturally in the vvood^, and ferve for feeding camels. But the proper melons are 
planted in the fields, where a great variety of them is to be found, and in fuch abundance,, 
that the Arabians of all ranks ufe them, for fome part of the year, as their principal' 
article of food. They afford a very agreeabk liquor. When the fruit is nearly ripe, 
a hole is pierced into the pulp ; this hole is then flopped with wax, and the melon left 
upon the flalk ; within a few days the pulp is, in confequence oi this procefs, converted, 
into a delicious liquor* 

The pot herbs which are natives of India^ but are now cultivated or naturalifed in 
Arabia, are,—Slda, refenibling our mailoM^s j. Elibifcus, refembling mallows alfo, but 
of which only one fpecies is proper to be eaten ; Juffisea, nearly like the Lyfimachia 
Acanthus, a beautiful fpecies; and Bunias, fomewhat like our cabbages i the leaves 
of thefe plants are boiled* There are other Indian plants whofe leaves the Arabians 
eat raw, and by way of fallad, fuch as Cleome, not unlike muflard ; Stapelia, and Do- 
lichos, a fort of bean^ of which I fliall hereafter have occafion to fpeak* 

There are alfo fome leguminous vegetables peculiar to the country, which require no 
culture. Such are Corchorus, and the plant like our mallows ^ Saelanthus, a new 
plant like the Salix Calaf, the leaves of which, when boiled, have a pleafmg acid talle ; 
laftly, the celebrated Colocafia, (Arcem Colocafia, Linn*), of w^hich the Egyptians 
have always made great ufe, and which groups in abundance in all nxarflty places, in 
Arabia- 
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Nor is there in Arabia any want of vegetables diftingiiilhe<l by the beauty of their 
flowers, and their fragrant fmell. The odoriferous herbs, of which we have alfo fpecies, 
are lavender, marjorum, the lily, and fome pinks, l^ut the moft fragrant, and thofe 
which produce the finelt flowers, are plants common to Arabia and India, Thofe valued 
for their perfume are Ocymum, the moft beautiful fpecies of the bafilic; Imula, a very 
odoriferous fort of elicampane, a native of India Cacalia, from the heart of Africa} 
and Dianthera, a plant as yet but little known, of which Mr. I’orikal difeovered eight 
fpecies. In the faiidy defarts grows a plant of a new genus, named Mofeharia, by my 
friend, on account of its inulky fmell. The plants of Indian origin which aftord the 
fineft flowej'S, are, Ipomsea, a plant like the rope w'eed; Pancraticum, called by us the 
fea daffodil, a flower of the pureft white colour; and Hibifeus, a fpecies different from 
the leguminous Hibifeus, a flower of the briglueft red colour, and Angularly large. Thefe 
flowers, agreeable by tlieir fonn or perfume, are far front being indifferent objeftsto the 
Arabian peafantry, who retain the ancient cuftom oferowming themfelves with flowers on 
daysof joy and feftivity. 

'Various Arabian plants are ufed as materials for the arts, and for purpofes of economy. 
An ill looking herb, like oraclie, and which Mr. Forlkal ranked as a diftinft genus, by 
the name of Sureda, affords abundance of an alkaline fait, excellent for w’hitcning 
linen, and ufed by the common people, inftead of foap, which is very dear in Arabia. 
OF a particular fort of rufli, the Arabians work carpets fo fine, that the exportation of 
them to other countries, and even as far as Conftantinople, forms a confiderable branch 
of trade to the people who Irve on the borders of the Red Sea. Two plants, natives of 
India, and of the interior parts of Africa, which have become very common in Arabia, 
namely, Ddlchis and Glycyne, and refembling French beans, produce fuch beautiful 
beans that they are ftrung into necklaces and bracelets, which are highly efteemed. 
The bean of the Glycyne is generally known by the name of the black bean of Abyflinia. 
The indigo fhrub (Indigofero, Linn.) is cultivated through all Arabia, blue being the 
favourite colour of the Arabians, Several wild fpecies of this plant grow very gene¬ 
rally over the country. We were told, that, in a fcarcity of this plant, the Arabians 
knew how to extraft indigo from a fpecies of Polygala. The common Kali (Salfola, 
Linn.^ grows in great plenty along the Arabic Gulph, and in theifles. Were the Ara¬ 
bians capable of induftry, they might make fugar ror themfelves, as the cane grows in 
their country in its full perfection j they content themfelves with eating it raw without 
even fqueezing out the juice. 

Through almoft all Arabia, a fort of Panis (Panicuiti, Linn.) or bulrufh (Scirpus, 
Linn.) is ufed for covering the roofs of the houfes. Thefe flender coverings are fuffi- 
cient in countries where rains are unfrequent. 

One plant, although not a native of Arabia, merits notice in this place, on account 
of the difeovery made by Mr. Forfkal of an economical fecret among the Arabians in 
Eg^^pt, in which iris concerned. That country, in which the water is generally bad, 
has, from time immemorial, ufed for drinking a lort of beer different in its nature from 
that ufed in the north. They told us they could neither brew this beer, nor give it 
an agreeable tafte, without the ufe of a grey herb, called Schsebe, an infufion of which 
was mixed with a certain quantity of meal, in order to form leaven for the fermentation 
both of bread and beer. Upon feeing a fpecimen of that herb, my friend and I per¬ 
ceived it to be the Lichen of the plum tree, a native of the ifles of the Arcmpelago, 
whence fe-veral fliip-ladiiigs of it are annually brought to Alexandria. 

Meadows are rare, and not rich in hot countries; in Aiabw, therefore, there 
many plants for forage. Hoi'ned cattle are not common here, and are ill fed, and ine^ 
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9 efh is confequently ill tailed. Animals of a nature fuitable to the climate, fuch as 
camels and afles, are, as I have already mentioned, content with the drieft and hardefl 
fare. We have feen camels eat of a fpecies of Euphorbia, after it had received forae 
little preparation in a hole dug in the earth. This animal alfo browfes on the diy and 
prickly herbs and fhrubs of the defart, fuch as the Zygophyllum, HedjTarum, Colutea, 
&c. The Mefembryanthema, fucculent herbs, afford another refource to the animals 
of the fandy plains. The Bedouins likewife prepare, of the gram of a fpecies of 
Mefembryanthemum, a fort of bread, which they eat as readily as wheat bread. The 
afs eats even a fpecies of Scorfonere, fo rough and bitter, that even the camel 
refufes it. 

All Ample nations ufe for remedies vegetables, of the virtues of which they have 
a traditionary knowledge. The Arabians have alfo medicines of this Hnd, which they 
have ufed from time immemorial, with a degree of fuccefs of which indeed a ilranger 
can never be abfolutely certain. I need fay nothing of plants fo well known as aloes 
and euphorbia. In Arabia, the different fpecies of the latter of thefe plants are fo 
numerous, that Arabia may certainly be regarded as its native country. In hot countries 
counter poifons are highly efteemed, on account of tlie number of venomous beafts 
with which fuch countries are infefted. By long experience, the inhabitants of thofe 
countries have learned what plants are falutary to man, and nopous to the venomous 
animals. The Arabians, however, appear to be Ignorant of the virtues of the Ophiorr- 
Iiiza, which is very common on their hills. But they value highly the Ariftolochia 
Temper virens, which they confider not only as a remedy, but as a prefervative too, 
againft the bite of ferpetits. In thdr opinion, a man who, for forty days, drinks the 
decoaion of this herb, is in no future danger of being bitten by thofe venomous animals. 
Although the grounds of this opinion do not fully appear, yet it feems probable, that 
the jugglers, who expofe themfelves fo daringly to be bitten by ferpents, have fome 
fecret by which they preferve themfelves from fulfering by their bites. The prickly 
caper tree is allb efteemed an excellent antidote againft poifons of all kinds. 

Among the new genera of plants difcovered by Mr. Forlkal, feveral are particufoly 
curious; Caydbeja, called by Sir Charles Linnaeus, Forfkalea, in honour of my deceafeJ 
friend, grows in the drieft places of the country. It has fmall feelers, with which it 
fixes itfelf fo tenacioully upon fluffs and other fmooth bodies, that it is torn in pieces 
before it can be removed. The Volutella is a very extraordinary plant; being properly 
a long flender thread, without root or leaves, which intwines itfelf about trees. It bears, 
however, a fort of flower, and berries, which are eaten by children. The Polycophalos, 
which refeinbles the thiftle, has at a diftance the appearance of a loofe heap of balls, 
each of which inclofes a parcel of flowers. The Nerinm obefum, a fort of laurel-rofc, 
is remarkable for a Angular bulb, clofe to the earth, and of the fize of a man^s head, 
which forms all its trunk, and out of which the branches fpring. 

Reeds are fo common about the Arabic Gulph, as to have procured the Gulph the 
name of Jam Suf, or the fea of reeds, from the ancients. One fpecies of this vegetable 
is particularly worthy of notice. It grows with a vigorous vegetation, and in great 
abundance, in the bath-waters, in the diftriftof Ghobeybe, where it rifes to the height 
of twenty-four feet. Thefe long folid reeds are an article of commerce. They are 
exported to Yemen, and there ufed in the ceilings of houfes. In the fame diftrid: of 
Ghobeybe, nearly oppofite to Suez, we were furprifed to fee a Conferva growing in 
the bottom of the hot baths of Hammam Faraon, the heat of which was at 49 degrees 
in Reaumer’s thermometer. 
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Chap. CXLII. — Of Trees and Shrubs, 

THE fandy plains of Arabia are almoft deftitute of trees ; only a few palms are- 
fcattered here and there. Forefts are to be feen only in the Highland provinces, where 
the hills retain enough of earth for vegetation; but even in the Highlands are rare. 
The trees in thofe forefts are eitlter abfolutely unknown, or at leaft different from our 
European trees of the fame genera or fpecies. The principal of them are the follow¬ 
ing, of which I fliall have occafion to fpeak fomewhat more at length : Sceura, Tomex, 
Catha, Cynanchum, Maeru, Baeka, Haledi, and feveral fpecies of the lig-tree unhnowa 
among us. 

The Arabians cultivate feveral of our fruit trees. They have pomegranate, almond, 
apricot, pear, and apple trees. Here is a fpecies of pear tree, and a corheil tree which 
are peculiar to Arabia. The Arabians likewife eat the fruit of feveral of our fhrubs, 
fuch as the Afclepias and the Rhanmus, 

Although the Mahometans drink no wine, the Arabians however, plant the vine, 
and have a great variety of grapes. They dry a fmall fort of grape, called Kifchmifch, 
which has no ftone, but only foft, and almoft impalpable feeds j and of thefe grapes 
they fell a quantity to their neighbours. They alfo make from mint a fyrup, named 
Dub, which they find a pretty lucrative article of commerce. 

Several forts of lemons and oranges are found in Arabia. If an inference may be 
drawn from the names which the Arabians have given them, one (hould fuppofe that 
they have had an orange tree from Portugal, and two lemon trees from Italy. From 
common oranges, cut through the middle wltile they are green, dried in the air, and 
fteeped for forty days in oil, is prepared an efience famous among old women for reftor- 
ing a frefli black colour to grey hairs. 

The Banians have tranlported various fruit-trees from India, which are now natura¬ 
lized in Arabia; fuch are theBannana-tree(MufaLinn.); theMangouftan (Maiigifera 
Linn.) ; the Papaya (Carica Papaya Linn.) ; and the Ciffus linn. Arabia produces the 
date tree; but their other palms, and efpecially the Cocos, feem to be from India. 

The Indian fig-tree, (Ficus varta), although now very common in Arabia, is per¬ 
haps not a native of this country. The fingular property which this tree pofleffes, of 
fpreading itfelf, by means of filaments fliooiing from its branches, wliich, when they 
reach the ground, take root and form new trunks, is well known. Mr. Forlkal faw a 
dozen fpecies of indigenous fig-trees in Arabia, w^hich are not mentioned by Linnaeus. 
Their fruit is far from delicate; feldom eatable. The bark of one fpecies is ufed in 
tanning leather. Of another the leaves are fo rough, that they are ufed for cleaning 
and polifiiing iron. The reft are only fo many of the ufelefs trees of the foreft. 

The tamarind, which, in Arabia, as well as inTndia, is equally ufcful and agreeable. 
It has a pulp of a vineous tafte, of wliich a wholefome refrelhing liquor is prepared. 
Its lhade flielters houfes from the torrid heat of the fun, and its fine figure greatly 
adorns the fcenery of the country. The inhabitants are alfo fond of raifing over their 
houfes the fhade of the Indian fig-tree. 

Arabia appears to be very rich in indigenous trees, the number of which is more 
than proportionate to its peculiar herbaceous plants. But great trees are not eafily 
removed from one place to anotlier; and thofe . of the forefts, in the back parts of the 
country, are feldomer feen by travellers than the other vegetables. Hence, it is no 
wonder that we have been hitherto fo ignorant concerning the trees of Arabia. More 
than half the new genera clalTed by Mr. Forlkal comprehend trees only. My friend 
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faw likewife other eighteen trees, the genera of which he had no opportunity of afcer- 
taming; not to mention a great many others, of which he could learn only the Arabic 
name. 

Catha is one of thofe new genera peculiar to Arabia, This tree, which is improve- 
able by culture, is commonly planted among the coffee-fhrubs on the hills where thefe 
grow. The Arabians are accuftomed conftaatly to chew the buds of this tree, which 
they call Kaad j they are as much addicted to this practice, as the Indians to that of 
chewing betel. To their kaad they afcribe the virtues ofafiifting digeftion, and of for¬ 
tifying the conftitution againft infedious dillempers. Yet its infipid tafte skives no iiidi- 
canon of extraordinary virtues. The only effeds we felt from the ufe of thofe buds 
were the hinderance and the interruption of our fleep, 

Elcaya and Keura, two trees f^ous for their perhime, are not known, b it form 
two new genera. The former is common on the hills of Yemen; and the women 
fteep Its fruit in water, which they ufe for wafhing and perfuming the head. The fecond 
bears fome refemblance to the palm-tree, and produces flowers of a rich and delicious 
toelK rhefe flowers are fold at an Iiigh price, as the Keura is rather a fcarce plant* 
But one little knot, ifpreferved in a cool place, will long continue to diflhfe its odours 
through a whole apartment. 

Chfldren eat the fruit, which is infipid enough, of a large ti-ee called Oncoba, and 
a tall Ihrub named Ma:rua. Both thefe too, are new fpecies difcovered by Mr. Forfkal- 
Sucfa is aifo the Chadara, a large tree, and the Autura, a tree of a fmaller fize* 
neither of which any thing remarkable to diftinguifli it, except its wood and its 
novelty. Culhamia, a large tree, alfo unknowm to the botanifts, has nothine but 
US ufe to recommend it. Cadaba and Maefa are flirubs which have noth'ng partr^ 
cular about them, and might be palTed over in filence, had not Mr.Forfkal taken 
nonce of them. 

Several fhrubs which are indigenous in Arabia are of fome ufe to the inhabitants. 
The frujt of a new geni^, named Sodada, is eaten j from the berry of another new 
Ihrub, called Cebatha, is extrafted a very ftrong fpecies of brandy, the acid talle of 
which IS improved by a mixture of fugar. A fort of that falfe phafeolus, Dolichos, 
which I have mentioned m fpeaking of the plants, grows up to a buQiy Ihrub, fo as to 
form hedges m a fhort time, which are almoll impenetrable. Cynanchum, a new genus 
IS a Ihrub, of which the wood called by the Arabians March, is ufed for fuel, as it has 
all the lightnefs and corabuftibility of tinder. 

An ArabiM tree, famous from the moll remote antiquity, and neverthelefs but little 
known, is that from which the balfam of Mecca is obtained. We found one of thefe 
trees m the open fields; and under its lhade Mr.Forlkal wrote the firll botanicaj 
defcnption of the fpecies. He at the fame time named it, as a new fpecies, Amyris; 
a name which has fince been adopted by other botanills. The tree has not a beautiful 
appearance j and what is furprifmg, its qualities are not known to the inhabitants of 
X enien, m which we met with it. They only burn its wood as a perftime. The wood 
of a fort of Amyris, called Kafal, is exported to Egj^pt, and there ufed to conununi- 
cate an agreeable odour to pots boiled upon it, as fuel, which affefts alfo the liquors 
contained in them. 1 he Arabians, in the remoter parts of the province of Hedsias 
feem to be better informed ; for they collea the balfam, and bring it to Mecca, whence 
It IS diftributed through the Turkilli empire, where it is in high eftimadon. Even at 
Mecca it is diftcult to obtain any of this balfam in its original purity. America pro- 

duces aUo fome trees of the genus of Amyris, fo that the value of the balfam of Mecca 
may fall in time. 
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We could letrn nothing of the tree from which incenfe diftils; and Mr. Forfkal does 
not^ mention it, I know that it is to be found in a part of Hadramaut, where it is 
called Oliban. But the Ai^abians lioIJ their own incenfe in no elUmarion, and make 
ufe only of that which comes from India. Probably Arabian incenfe was fo called among 
the ancients, becaufe the Arabians traded in it, and conveyed it from India to the ports 
of Egypt and Syria, 

Seima (Caffia Senna linn,} is a flirub of which the favourite feat feems to be Upper 
Egypt, and that part of Arabia wliich lies oppofite to Upper Egypt, on the other fide 
of the Arabic Gulph, As there are feveral fpecies of Caflia, it fectns probable that 
the fenna imported into Europe is not all die produce of the fame flirub. The differently 
figured leaves indicate as much. That which we call fenna of Alexandria grows in 
great abundance in the territory of Abu Arifch. i he Arabians fell it at Mecca and 
Jidda; whence it paffes, by the way of Suez and Kahira, to Alexandria, Senna, and 
other forts of caflia, are much ufed in Arabia in various difeafes, Caflia Eiftula, or 
black caflia, mixed with a little rhubarb, is the belt remedy known to the Arabian 
phyficians for the cure of the Cholera Morbus, and of diarrhceas, which are in hot 
counti'ies peculiarly dangerous. 

I have already had occafion to fpeak of the coffee-tree, which furnilhes the Arabians 
with their bell article for exportation. This flirub, which is at prefent reared in many 
green houfes in Europe, is too well known to need a defcription here. The Arabians 
fay that it is a native of Abyffinia ; and feveral travellers affirm that they have feen it 
in great plenty in that country, where it produces berries not inferior in goodnefs to 
the coffee of Yemen. What renders this relation the more probable is, that the fruit 
of the wild coffee-trees is in Ai'abia fo bad as to be unfit for ufe. However this may 
be, it is at leaff certain that this flirub thrives only on hills, and in places winch ara 
cool, and not deftitute of moifture* For this reafon, the uihabitants of the Highlands 
plant other trees among their coffee^-pJants, in order to fliade them; and, in the time 
of the Intenfe-heats, water them. It fiiouid feein then that the Europeans are miftafcen, 
in fu'ppofing that this Ihrub fliould be planted in a dry foil, under a torrid /ky, and 
in the hotteft climates* 1 his nnifake may be fufpe£ted to be the reafon of the bad 
quality of the American coffee. In the account of my journey through Yemen, J 
have mentioned the countries where the beft coffee is to be found; and have at 
the feme time fpoken of the extenfive trade which the Arabians carry on in this 

commodity* r i.* t i. 

Their profits are lefs confiderable from the cotton-tree, of which they have two 

fpecies; that which grows to a flirub; and another which bears red flowers. Almoft 
all the inhabitants of Arabia are clothed in cotton clothTrom India, ^ ^ ... 

Arabia, as well as Egypt, produces the celebrated Alhenna,(Laufonia.inermis Emm) 
the leaves of which, pulverifed and wrought into a patle, form a cofmetic which js in 
hi^ repute through the eaft- The women of thofe countries, with this drug, 
thai: hands and feet, or at leafl: the nails of thefe, of a red colourwhich is yel owilh, 
or deeper, according to the manner in which the powder is applied. They think tne^ 
charms imoroved by this painting ; and, indeed, it may by contraft, render the black 
and yellow'of their complexion lefs difagreeable than they would otherwile be. ibis 
ihrub, in its fize and charaaer, has a refemblance to our privets. 

The fenfitive plant, of the genus Mimofa, is well known, ^ In Arabia are feveral 
fpecies of this genus, ail either trees or flirubs, which ferve the inhabitari^ts both tor me 
and pleafure* One of thefe trees droops its branches whenever any perfon approaches 
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it, feemihg as if it faluted thofe who retire under its ffiade. This mute hofpi**’.lity has 
fo endeai'ed this tree to the Arabians, that the injuring or cutting of it down is llridby 
prohibited. Another of thefe (Mimofa Selam) produces fplendid dowers, of 4 beautiful 
red colour, with which the Arabians crown their heads on their days of fellivity The 
flowers of another (Mimofa Lebbex) are no lefs remarkable for a fine filky tuft, formed 
by their piftils. The leaves of another (Mimofa Orfaeta) preferve camel’s milk from 
becoming four, fo that it retains all its fweemefs for feveral days. '1 he fmoke of the 
timber of this fame tree expels a worm, which fixes itfelf in the flefh of the human 
neck, and produces epileptic fits.. This fpecies ofthe Mimofa is difperfed through Alia, 
Africa, and America; it is well known that the fenfitive plant was brought into Europe 
from the latter of thefe continents. 

At Beit el Fakih, Mr. Forlkal found, fome fine trees, which were the ornament of 
the place; but he could not learn either their name or their country. He fufpefts 
them to have been brought from India by the Bramins. But, as their charaSieriftics 
were different from thofe of any other known fpecies, he has claffed them in two new 
genera, under the names of Hyperanthera and Bineftarium. Thofe trees were large, 
of a majeftic form, and covered with beautiful flowers. The Ciffus, perhaps another 
native of India, Is at prefent common in Arabia, where it has been naturalized, as 
well as the Toraex, a great tree, the properties of which we are unacquainted with. 
The Ciffus is valued as one of the befl counterpoifons; and is on this account held in 
high efUmation ; it is the Ciffus Ilia Linn. A fpecies of Glycyrrhiza, or liquorice-Ihrub, 
is common, in Arabia and India. 

Arabia does not produce many polfonous. vegetable 5, yet here is found a very dan¬ 
gerous fhrub of a new genus, c^led by. Mr. Forfkal Adenia. The buds of this flirub 
are one of the moft violent poifons, if dried, and given in drink as a powder ; they 
have the bidden effeft to fweil the body in an extraordinary manner. A fort of caper- 
tree (Capparis fpinofaLinn.) is the only remedy againft the effects of this poifon. This 
latter flirub is fo common in Arabia, that the antidote is always to be found befide 
the poifon. 

Mr. Forfkal likewife enumerates othe^ eighteen trees which he faw, and wliich are 
indigenous in Arabia; but their genera he could not determine. Of the moll part he 
learned the Arabic names, and of a few, fome. of the properties. In Yemeni he faw 
two trees, one of which was like the lemon, the other like the apple tree j but the 
inhabitants-themfelves know neither their names nor qualities. Noemam, a tree from 
the coffee mountains, is often confounded with the caffia tree. Baska and Anas are 
trees very common in tlie Highlands, the juice of which is caullic and poifonous. 
Schainama bears a fruit which taftes and fmells like a lemon. Gharib Elbmke is a tree 
on the hills in the territory of Abu Arifch, from which diftiis an agreeable juice, which 
affords pleafant morfels to the birds. Segleg, another tree of Abn Arifch, bears leaves 
from which there is a juice exprefled which pafles for an excellent remedy in cafes of 
weaknefs of fight. Sym el Herat, or the poifon of fifhes, is the fruit of an unknown 
tree in Arabia Felix; from which great quantities of it are exported by the ports of the 
Red Sea. It is ufed in fifliing. Fifhes are fond of it, and fwallow it eagerly }. after 
which they float in a llate of feeraing intoxication on the furface of the water. This 
feems to be a fort of nux vomica; which is alfo obtained from the wellern coalls 
of India.. 

We negleaed to inform ourfelves, in Arabia, concerning the produaion of manna j 
and what we learned from a monk, in a convent near Suez, was a. monaftic. legend,. 
not worth repetition. The tree from which jnamia is obtained in Mefopotaniia, by the 
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fhaking of its branches, is an oak, a$ Ihave been credibly informed by feveral different 
perfons. This manna is white and faccharine. But, at Balra, I had a fpecimbn Ihewn 
me of the manna Tarandjubin, which is gathered in Perfia, from a prickly fhrub; it, 
as well as the former, is in round grains; but thefe are yellowilh. As Arabia Petrrsa 
abounds in prickly fluubs, polfibly this manna may be found alfo there; although in 
thofe defart places it cannot be very plentiful. Both thefe forts of manna are uled as 
fugar, in feveral dilhes of meat, efpecially paltry. They are nourifhing, and, when newly 
gathered, have no purgative qualities. 

The cedar grows not in Arabia, but feeras to be a tree peculiar to Mount Libanus. 
The Arabians have little wood fit for building; their trees are moftly of a light, porous 
tejtture. Sceura, a new genus defcribed by Mr. Forfkal, a tree that grows on the fea- 
Ihore, is fo loft a wood, that no ufe can be made of it. 

Chap. CXLIIT. — The Minerals of Arabia^ 

IN the account of my journey, and in fpeaking of the foil of Arabia, I have already 
had fome occafion to mention the nature of thofe ftones of which the hills are here 
compofed. I have likewife fpoken of the maffes of bafaltes between Hadie and Kachma, 
from the upper parts of which pentagonal fragments are from time to time detached, 
and darted down into the vallies. 

Befide calcareous, vitrifiable, and fand ftones, we faw alfo a ferruginous fpar, mixed 
with brown or white felenite, almoft tranfparent. We found likewife, in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Loheia, a blueifli gypfum, a greyifti fchiftus, and fpheric marcaffites, in beds 
of grit-ftone *, from which ftones are hewn for building. Arabia affords, however, ftones 
of greater value. The onyx is common in Yemen; and we faw even quantities of 
thrfe ftones on the road between Taoes and Mount Sumara. In a hill near the town 
of Damar is found the ftone Ayek Jemani, which is in the higheft eftiraation among 
the Arabians. It is of a dark red, or rather a light brown colour, and feeras to be a 
fort of cornelian. The Arabians fet it in rings or bracelets, and afcribe to it the virtue 
of Hopping the bleeding of wounds when inftantly applied. Among the ftones ot 
Mokha, which are, properly fpeaking, Indian cornelians, brought from Surat to Arabia 
and Europe, pieces are often found which bear a perfeS refemblance to this Ayek 
Jemani. 

I could learn nothing of the precious ftones, properly fo called, which are fuppofed 
to be found in Arabia. It does not feem even probable that emeralds were ever found 
here. The hill which has been denominated the hill of emeralds is in Egypt, on the 
oppofite fide of the Arabic Gulph, and forms a part of that large chain of mountains 
which are compofed chiefly of granite. 

We faw two little hills, confifting almoft entirely of foffde fait j one near Loheia, 
and the other in the neighbourhood of Hodeida. Thofe maffes of fait are piled up in 
large tranfparent ftrata, and inclofed in a cruft of calcareous ftone. The Arabians 
formerly dug up this fcilf, but the galleries of the mines have funk down, and it is 
now neglefted. We were told, however, that foreign veffels foraetimes come to 
lade with this fait, from the hill near the ifle of Karaeran, in the neighbourhood of 
Hodeida. 

Arabia does not appear to be rich in metals. The old Greek and Latiii writers go 
even fo far us to aflert that it is abfolutely deftitute of iron. This is not tiue; for 
grains of iron are to be feen among the lands which art waihed down by the rains. 
Magnets are commonly to be met with in the province of Kufma; and at Saade^ are 
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iron mines, which are wrought at prefent. It muft, howeyer, be cenfeiTed that the 
iron of Yemen is coarfe and brittle; difadvantages in it which canapt be remedied, 
Befides, the fcarcity of wood makes this iron dearer than that which is brought from 
diftant countries. For this reafon, iron is a commodity which ftraugers can always dif- 
pofe of to advantage in the ports of the Red Sea. 

In Oman are many very rich lead mines. As this metal is more ealily fufible, the 
inhabitants of this province export great plenty of it. This trade is carried on from the 
harbour of Mafkat. 

As the ancients honoured one part of Arabia with the title of Happy, it fliould feem 
that they muft have afcribed to it all pollible advantages. The Greeks and Latins 
acordingly make ample mention of the immenfe quantity of gold which this country 
produced. In remote times pofiibly, when the Arabians were the faftors of the trade 
to India, much of this precious metal might pafs through Arabia into Europe; but 
that gold was probably the produce of the mines of India, At prefent, at leaft, there 
is no gold mine in Arabia. The rivulets bring down no grains of this metal from the 
hiUs; nor does the fand fliew any marks of fo rich an intermixture. A philofopher 
of Loheia ftrove to perfuade us, that he himfelf, and nobody elfe, was acquainted with 
fome mines in the country^ but he was a babbler to whofe ftories we could not give the 
flighted credit. 

All the gold now circulating in Arabia is from AbylEnia or Europe, and is received 
in payment either for coffee, or for India goods, which are fold at Jidda or Mokha. The 
Imam of Sana, when he wiflied, fome time fmce, to ftrike a little gold coin, was 
obliged to melt down foreign money for the purpofe. The gold which paffes from 
Europe into Arabia, eonfifts almoft altogether of Venetian fequins. On this account 
fome Arabians aiked, if the Venetians were the only nation in Europe who had gold 
mines. Others fancied that the Venetians were in poffeflion of the philofopher’s ftone. 

Thefe prejudices and popular rumours ferve to keep up the old partiality of the 
Arabians for the pmfuit of the art of tranfrauting other fubftances into gold. An 
Arabian fio fooner meets with an obfcure book upon this fubjeft, by fome pre¬ 
tended adept, than he fets himfelf to chemical proceffes, which he purfues as far 
as the circumftances of his country will permit, I have already given the ftory of 
two alchymifts of Beit el Fakih who had ruined thernfelves by relearches into the art 
of making gold. This tafte is very general in Arabia ; moft of tliofe alchymical en- 
thufiafts think thernfelves fiire of fuccels, if they could but find out the herb which 
gilds the teeth, and gives a yellow colour to the flefli of the flieep that eat it. Even 
the oil of this plant muft be of a golden colour. It is called Hafchifcliet ed dab. I 
was ^ured that it is common in die vales of Mount Libanus, and is alfo to be found on 
the high hills of Yemen. 

VOYAGE FROM MOKHA TO BOMBAY. 

Chap, CXLIV. — Departure fmm Mokba. 

THE veflel belonging to Mr. Scott, with whom we were to take our paflage for 
Bombay, having been detained for a confiderable time at Mokha, we could: nor leave 
the city till- the 23d of Auguft 1763. Although Meflrs. Cramer and Baureni'eind were 
At that time very ill, they, however, determined not to lofe the opportunity of leayi^ig 
Arabia. As to myfelf, my health was fo far re-eftabliflied, that I could fafely venture 
upon the voyage to India.- 

The 
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The famous ftreight of Babel-Mandel, where the Arabian Gulph joins the ocean, 
and where we arrived on the Tecond day of our voyage, may be about ten German 
miles ill breadtli. It is interfperfed with fmall ifles, of which that neareft Africa is 
called Perim, and forms with the African continent a channel, through which Ihips 
ufually pafs, notwithftanding the rapid current which prevails in it. In the fea, be¬ 
tween Arabia and India, there is generally a rapid current driving to the eaft, with fo 
much violence, that it is impofilble to reckon the rate at which a ftiip runs in palfing 
here. In this fea we met likewife with north winds, fo cold that we were obliged to put 
on warmer clothes. 

In this firfl: part of our voyage, Mr.'Cramer’s health feemed to recover daily ; but 
Mr. Baurerilelnd grew worfe and worfe. He funk into a deep lethargy, and died on 
the 29th of Auguft. The defigns of this ardft, of which I have publifted a part, fuffi- 
ciently befpeak his praife. 

Next day after Mr. Baurenfeind, died alfo our fervant, Berggreen, a Swede, who had 
made feveral campaigns in the fervice of a Colonel of Huffars. This man, who was 
naturally robuft, and had been inured to fatigue, had at firft laughed at the idea of the 
hardihips of a voyage to Arabia; but he funk under them at laft, as well as Mr. Cramer, 
as I flialt hereafter relate, 0 

This melancholy fate of my fellow-travellers leads me to recoiled the fimilar end of 
two learned travellers into the eaft, which deferves to be made known. The one was 
Mr.Donati,who was at the head of a fociety of learned Italians, Cent by the king of Sardinia 
to travel in Alia. Soon after their arrival in Egypt, this fociety quarrelled among 
themfelves. Mr. Donati’s companions returned to Italy, and he proceeded alone on the 
journey, attended only by a young interpreter from Kahira, and an Italian fervant. He 
went byHamafcus to Bafra, in order to find an opportunity of palling on to India. But, 
being naturally impatient, and weary of waiting for an European veffel, he embarked 
on board a fmall open Ikiff, in which he purpofed to proceed to Mangalore, on the 
coaft of Malabar, "rhe fatigue was too much for him; and he died on board this veffel, 
three days before it reached India. Before his death he gave money to his fervants to 
carry them home; but this the Italian lofing all at play, in defpair, turned Muffolman 
at Malkat. 

Mr. Donati was well qualified to make the moft of foch a journey as that he had 
■undertaken. His knowledge was very extenfive; and he pofi'efled all the requifite 
firmnefs and aftivity of fpirit. He was farther poffefled of a ftill more neceftary quality, 
courage, winch danger could not fubdue, and of which he gave frequent proofs 
in Egypt, when attacked by the Arabians, who, at laft, learned to refpetb his 

intrepidity. . • it' 

This philofopher had taken, although in vain, all poffible prccauuons to make his 

papers and the curiofities which he had collected in Egypt and Syria reach the Sardinian 
court. He had intrufted to the Arabs, with whom he failed, all his e&fts, begging 
them, before his death, to convey the whole to the viceroy of Goa, who would 
not fail to forward them to the court of Turin. I met with one of thofe men 
in India, who told me that they had faithfully difcharged their commiliion, and 
that the whole of Mr. Donati’s effeOs were in the hands of the Eortuguefe vkeroy. 
In 1772, however, nothing had been obtained from him; and I know not if any 
part of the deceafed traveller’s effedls has been yet received in Italy. It was in 
Hiat tiiC Arabsj on boaxd whofe veffel Mr* Donati died, were on the coaft 
Ma’nbar. ^ 
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The other learned traveller to whom I have alluded, was a French phyficlan named 
Simon, well Ikilled in natural hiftory, and a confiderable proficient in aftronomy. 
arrived long before us in Syria, and was well received by his countrymen at Aleppo. 
Not finding leifure enough wliile he was among thole Europeans, to profecute his re- 
fearches, he went to Diarbekir, in the hope of being there left at liberty for his in¬ 
quiries. In that city he lodged with the capuchins, the only Europeans in the place; 
but, difgulled by the mummeries and ridiculous obfervances of thofe monks, he, in a 
fit of defpair, relblved to become MulTulman. 

Although the Turks make much of an European phyfician, Mr. Simon faw himfelf 
neglefted as foon as he had made profeflion of Mahometifm; juft as if he had loft 
his Ikill in his profeflion, with the change of his religion. Becoming weary of Diarbekir, 
he retired to Bagdad, and there lived by the fale of drugs, and the praftice of medicine- 
Still retaining, however, his tafte for natural hiftory, he continued to botanize in the 
adjacent country with great adHvity. A Perfian Khan in the neighbourhood, whom 
he had refufed to vifit, had him carried off, when he was out upon one of his botanical 
excurfions, and compelled him by the baftinado to prefcribe for him. Mr. Simon 
not fuccee^ng in the cure of the Khan, was again baftinadoed, and imprifoned. The 
fuccelTor of the deceafed Khan being likewlfe lick, and learning that the prifoner was an 
European phyfician, took him out from confinement, and entrufted his health to 
his care, and was fortunately cured by Mr. Simon’s Ikill. But this fuccefs proved only 
a fource of new misfortunes to the ill-fated philofopher. His new mafter refufed him 
permiflion to return to Bagdad, and carried him with him in all his campaigns, in the 
late civil war in Perfia. In one of thofe expeditions, an enemy furprifed the Khan, and 
Mr. Simon was flain on that occafion, with his mailer, and their whole party. 

The paffage between Arabia and India was formerly thought very dangerous. Ships 
were carried on by fo rapid a current, that they could neither keep thdr reckoning, nor 
diftinguifli the coaft during the rainy feafon : fevera! were confequently loft on the low 
coaffs of Malabar. Thefe misfortunes have ceafed to take place, fince an obfervatiott 
was made, which has been thought new, although Arrian fpeaks of it as being known, 
to the ancients: in the Indian ocean, at a certain diftance from land, a great many 
water ferpents, from 12 to 13 inches in length, are to be feen rifing above the furface 
of the water. When thefe ferpents are feen, they are an indication that the coaft is 
exaftly two degrees diftant. 

We faw fome of thefe ferpents, for the firft time, on the evening of the 9th of 
September; on the nth we landed in the harbour of Bombay; and on the 13th 
entered the city. 

Chap. CXLV. — Of the IJle and the City of Bombay. 

THE Me of Bombay is two German miles in length, by rather more than half a mile 
m breadth. A narrow channel divides it from another finall Me of little value, called 
by the Englifli Old Woman’s Illand. Bombay produces nothing but cocoas and rice ; 
and on the Ihore a confiderable quantity of fait is collctSled. The inhabitants are obliged 
to bring their provifions from the continent, or from Salfet, a large and fertile Man J 
not far from Bombay, and belonging to the Marattas. Since I left India, the Englifli 
have made an attempt upon Salfet, which is indeed very much in their power, and 
the public papers fay that they have been fuccefsful. I know not whether they may 
be able to maintain themfelves in it agamft the Marattas, whofe armies are very 
numerous. 

vot. X. D D The 
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f breezes, and the frequent rains, cool the atmofphere, and render the climate 

of this ifland-temperate. Its air was formerly unhealthy and dangerous, but has be¬ 
come pure fmcetheEnghlh drained the marllies, in the city and its environs. Still 
however, many Europeans die fuddenly here; but they are new-comers, who fliorten 
their d^ys by a mode of life unMtable to the climate ; eating great quantities of beef 
^dpork, which the Indian Legiflator had wifely forbidden, and drinking copioully of 
the ftrong wines of Portugal in the hotteft feafon. They likewlfe perfift obftmatelVin 
wearing the European drefs, which by its ligatures impedes the free circulation of the 
blood, and by confinmg the limbs renders the heat more intolerable. The Orientals 
ag^ hve toa great age, and are little fubjeato difeafes, becaufe they keep the body at 
eafe in wide flowing robes, abflain from animal food aod ftrong liquors, and eat their 
principal meal in the evening after lunfet. 

The city of Bombay, fituate in the northern part of the'ifiandj is a quarter of a Ger¬ 
man mile in length 5 but narrow* It is defended by an indifferent citadel towards the 
fea, and at the iniddie of the city* On the land fide its fortifications are very good* 
During the war the tall: Ind.a Company expended no lefs than 900,000 French livres 
a-year, in the conftruflioii of new works for its defence; and, although thefe works 
no longer carried on with the fame aaivity, yet the fortifications of Bombay are 
ftill continued, fo that it miift be in a fliort dinetlie moft confiderable fortrefs in India* 
Befides the town, there are m the ifland fome fmall forts fufficient to protefl it from 
any irruption of the Indians. 

In this city are feveral handfome buildings 3 among which are the Direftor’s palace, 
and a large and elegant church near it* 'fhe houfes are not flat roofed here, as through 
the reft of the eaft, but are covered with tiles in the Europeau^ fafliion. The Englifli 
have glafs windows. The other inhabitants of the ifland have their windows of fmall 
pieces of tranfparent flhells framed in wood, which renders the apartments very dark. 
In theeaft it is the fafhioji to live during the dry feafon in chambers open on one fide. 
The houfes of Bombay are in general neither fpJendid nor commodious in any great 
degree. 

The harbour is fpacions, and fiieltered froin all winds, A valuable work, which has 
been conftructed at the Company's expence-, is, two bafons, hewn out in the rock, in 
which two fhips may be at once careened* A third is now preparing. This work, 
which has been very expenfive, likewife brings in a confiderable annual return. 
Strangers pay very dear for liberty to careen in thefe bafons. While I was there I faw 
a ftiip of^var belonging to the Imam of Sana, whicla he had fent to Bombay, folely on 
piirpofe that it might be refitted. 


Chap* CXLVL — the [nbabltanU of Bombay^ 

THE toleration which the Engiiih grant to all religions has rendered this ifland very 
populous. During thefe hundred years, for which it has been in the pofleflion of the 
Company, the number of its inhabitants has greatly increafed \ fo that they are now 
reckoned at 140^000 fouls, although within thefe twenty years they did not amount 
to 70,000, 

Of thefe the Europeans are naturally the leaft numerous cla6 and this the rather 
as they do not marry, and their numbers confequently do not, multiply* The other 
inliabitants are Portuguefe,' or Indian Catholics j Hmdoos, the original poflelTors of 
the country ; Perfians from Kerman; Mahometans of diflerent feds ; and in the laft 
place fome Oriental Chriftians, My journey to Surat will afford me occafion to fpeak 

more 
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more at length of the Hindoos and Perfians, who chiefly inhabit the invirom of this 
city j adding the obfervations I alfo made on thefe people at Surat. 

TheEngliih, as I have mentioned, have an handfome church at Bombay, but only 
one Englifli clergyman to perform the fervice of religion in it; and, if he'fliould die, 
the congregation would be abfolutely deprived of a pallor; for the Company have 
no chaplains in their fliips, tmd entertain no clergy in their fettlements on the 
coail. Wherefore, when a child is to be baptized, which is not often, as the Englifh 
rarely marry in India, a Danilh miflionary is fent for, to adininifler the facrament of 
baptifm. 

^ The Catholics, a fcanty remainder of the Portuguefe, and a great number of In- 
dians, their converts, are much more numerous tlian the Proteftants. They have 
abundance of priefts, as well Europeans as Indians, who attend their ftudies at Goa. 
To fiiperintend this herd, the Pope named fome years ago a billiop of Bombay, but the 
governor of the ifland fent him away, declaring that they needed not Catholic priefts of 
lb high a rank, ^ Tlhe Catholic churches are decent buildings, and are fumptuoully 
ornamented within. The Jews had once a college and a church in the middle of this 
ifland. Their college is at preient the country houfe of the Englifli governor. And the 
old church has been converted into a fuite of aflembly rooms* 

All religions, as I have already remarked, are here indulged In the free exercife of 
their public w^orlhip, not only in their churches, but openly, in feftivals and proceffions, 
and none takes offence at another. Yet Government allows not the Catholic priefts to 
give a loofe to their zeal for making profelytes. When any perfon choofes to become 
Catholic, the reafons muft be laid before government, and if they are judged valid, he 
is then allowed to profefs his converfion. The priefts complain of the difficulty of ob¬ 
taining this permiflion. They, however, have confiderable fuccefs in converfion among 
the flaves, who, being Itruck with the pomp of the Romifli worfliip, and proud of wear¬ 
ing the image of a faint upon their breafts, choofe rather to frequent tlie Catholic 
churches than any others, and perfuade their countrymen, as they fucceffively arrive, 
to follow their example. I had piirchafed a young Catholic negro at Bombay, who 
was alfo born ofCbriftian parents, and intended to bring him with me into Europe; 
but, fearing afterwards that the Muffiilmans in Perfla and Turkey might give me trouble, 
and pretend that I was carrying away a Mahometan boy, in order to make him a 
Chriftian, I gave liim away before my departure from India. 

Cha?, CXLVII, — Of the Qo^^crnment and Power of the En^IiJh on the Coaft ef 

Malabar. 

^ THE Englifli Eaft IndiaConipany govern their fettlements in a mode of adminiftration 
different from that of the Portuguefe and Dutch. Thefe laft nations intruft the difpofal 
of all places to the power of a fingle governor; the Portuguefe to the viceroy of Goa ; 
the Dutch to the governor-general of Batavia- The conquefts of tlie Englifh are, on 
the contrary, all divided into four independent governments, each of which receives its 
orders immediately from the Court of Directors at London, The feats of thefe four 
governments are, Bombay for the coaft of Malabar, Madras for the Coromandel coaft, 
Calcutta for Bengal, and Bencoolen for the ifland of Sumatra, 

Although iiidepeiident of one anotlier, the fevera! Englifh governors are, however, 
obliged to lend one another mutual aid in extraordinary exigencies- On a late occafton, 
news being received at Bombay of an infurretlion, the council of Bombay, without 
waiting fox orders from tJie Court, of Directors in London, fent troops and artillery to 
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Calcutta. Thefe different eftablifliments are all governed in the fame manner. Alf 
proceffes between fubjefts of the Company are deterinined by the law of England. 

The council or regency of Bombay confill of a governor, vith the title of prefident, 
and tw'elve counfeljors, who are all merchants, except the commander of the troops, 
who held lately the rank of major. The Company have of late made fome changes 
upon this arrangement. The prefident muff be a military manthe commander of 
the troops is a brigadier, and has a voice in the council j and the direftor of the naval 
affairs has a place among the twelve counfellors who were formerly all merchants. The 
other fervants of the Company are fetfors and writers of different ranks. Thefe rife 
from lower to higher places in the order of feniority,—even to the very fir ft offices, 
that only excepted of prefident; who is nominated by the Court of DireSiors in London. 
The fervants of the Company are fometimes transferred from one department to an¬ 
other. Mr. Spencer, a very intelligent man, who was a counfellor at Bombay when I 
was there, was foon after transferred to the place of firft prefident at Calcutta. 

The prefident of the council of Bombay is obliged to refide in theifland ; as are alfo 
thofe counfellors who hold the offices of treafurer and infpeftor of the Company’s ftores. 
The other counlellors are feat out to manage the concerns of the Company’s trade in 
the eftablifliments dependent on the government of Bombay. In my time, the direftors 
of the trade at Surat, Tellicherry, Anjengo, and Bafra, were members of the council. 
In three of thefe places, the Company have forts in which they keep up garrifons of 
fufficient ftrength. Since I left that country, the Englifli have conquered Baradfch, a 
great town, north from Surat, which was fubjeft to a Nabob ol its own, and was 
formerly the feat of a Dutch faftory. A counfellor from Bombay nowrefides asdireftor 
in this city. 

Factors are fent to the inferior fettlements; fiich as, in the province of Scindi, the 
great city of Tatta, the feat of the foveieign of the country; Lser Bunder; and Schah 
Bunder. The Company have likewife factors at Abu Schaehr, Cambay, Onor, Calicut, 
and even in the fort of Viftoria. This fort ftands on a great river, which holds its 
courfe through the interior country, even to as great diftance as Puna, the feat of the 
chief of the Mahrattas. The Englifli acquired this place, with fome adjacent villages, 
from the Mahrattas, in exchange for Geri, a fortrefs once belonging to the famous 
Angria, of which they had taken pofleflion. The Company expefted, that, by means 
of this river, they might extend their trade through the country of the Mahrattas; 
This projeft having, however, failed, they avail themfelves of the fort, and purchafe 
butcher meats from the Mahometans in the neighbourhood, as the Hindoos about Bom¬ 
bay will not fell their cattle for daughter. 

It is for the benefit of the Company to fend its fervants fucceflively to different 
places, before they are advanced to the firft employments. Faftors thus gain a know¬ 
ledge of the affairs of all the difierent fettlements fubjeft to the government, of which 
they are afterwards to be counfellors. The Company, however, allows but very mo-- 
derate falaries to its faflors and directors. But they are permitted to trade on their 
own account in India only from Delegoa near the Cape of Good Hope, to China, and 
northward, as far as Jidda and Bafra, By means of this extenfive trade chiefly, do the 
Direftors acquire that wealth which is the aftonifliment and envy of their countrymen ia 
Europe. 

Thefe advantages for the acquifition of wealth in trade, are referved for the Englifli. 
exclufively. The Company admit ftrangers into none but the military department of 
their fervice. In it they muft enter the loweft rank j but advancement is pretty rapid; 
for theii mode of life cuts off the officers very faft. At Bombay, I faw officers trom 

various. 
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various nations; chiefly however Germans and Swils, The troops are well paid; but 
1 could not think the fcrvice agreeable; for the writers, who are more diredly in the 
career of advancement, look upon the foldiers with that contempt, which monied men 
commonly think thenifelvcs entitled to fliew for perfons who are in their pay. 

Ill the government of which Bombay is the centre, the Company maintain feventeen 
companies of regular troops, confi fling each of about an hundred and twenty men, with 
three companies of artillciy. The foldiers are moftly Europeans, except feme ']’opafes„ 
or Cathohc Indians, drefled in the European fafliion. At Bombay there is alfo a body 
of three thoufand Sepoys, or Indian foldiers. Pagan and Mahometan, who wear their own 
original drels, and are commanded by their own officers. Each company of this corps 
has an inferior European officer to teach the Sepoys their exercife; for, when com¬ 
manded by Europeans, they form good troops. At Surat, the Company have in their 
pay a fmall corps of Arabs from the Perfian Gulph, who are in fuch high reputation 
in India for their courage, that every Rajah defires to have fome in his fervice. 

The artillery of Bombay is in very good condition, owing to the care of a Swede, 
whom the Englifn fent out in 1753, and who brought with him a company of gunners, 
whom he had raifed in Germany, Bombay was th^us furniffied with a good number 
of able workmen, cliiefly mafoiis and carpenters. Thofe Germans likewife engaged 
many of their countrymen to leave the Dutch, and enter into the Englilh fervice. 

The whole coafl from Bombay to Bafra is inhabited by people addifted to piracy, fuch 
as the Malays, the Sangeries, the Kulis, the Arabs, with other petty nations. It might 
be eafy for the Englifli to exterminate thefe pirates; as they (hewed in 1765, by pof- 
feffiiig themfelves of the territory of the Malayans ; which, however,, they foon after 
ceded to the Indians for a round fum of money. But it is the Company’s interefl: to 
leave thofe plunderers to fcour the feas, and hinder other nations from failing in the 
fame latitudes. The Engliffi are therefore content with protefting their own trade ; 
for which purpofe they maintain in the government of Bombay eight or ten fmall (hips 
of war, with a number of armed barks. The Indians dare not travel from one port to 
another, otherwife than in caravans, and under the proteflion of an Engliffi veffel, for 
which they are obliged to pay very dear. 

The Company find it not neceifary to pay their court in a particular manner to any 
nation in thefe latitudes, except the Mahrattas, who are maliers of the coafl and of 
the idea about Bombay, and by confequence in fome meafure mailers of the fubfift- 
ence of this fettlement. The marine force of the Mahrattas is not formidable ; but they 
can bring 80,000 cavalry into the field. This refidue of the old Indians, refired 
among the hills. Hill retain power which renders them formidable to the Moguls. The 
great Aureiigzebe, to keep peace with the Mahrattas, granted them a fourth of the 
cultoms paid by feveral provinces; a revenue which they have found means to enlarge 
fmce the rife of the laft troubles in Indoftan. They ventured to attack the Englilh, 
in a time of peace, and in 1765 took a man of war pertaining to tliat nation. The 
Company, inftead of revenging this infuk, thought it more prudent to fettle the affair 
amicably. The fovereign of the Mahrattas, who is a Bramin, as are alfo his principal 
officers, refides at Puna, a great town in the interior country. He farms out his pro¬ 
vinces to the Bramins, who again employ under-farmers of their own cart. Accord¬ 
ing to accounts, the government of this nation is good, although arbitrary. Juftice. is 
impartially adininiftered; agriculture and manufaHures flourilli; and the country is 
very populous. The Mahrattas, although they thus praHife juflice among themfelves, 
are, however, guilty of great barbarities in their frequent incurfions into the neigh¬ 
bouring- 
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boHring provinces under the government of Mahometans, They pillage and lay wafte all 
before them in the moil cruel manner. 

Chap, CXLVIIL — Of the Trade of Bombay. 

THE permiffion which the Company's fervants enjoy of trading on their own ac¬ 
count, appears to many perfons to be injurious to the interefts of the Company. It 
moil be coiifefl’cd that this private trade is liable to abufes, and may on certain occafions 
prove hurtful to that of the Company, Yet, judging upon the whole, I am induced 
to think it advantageous alike to the mafters and to the fervants, A liberty of trading 
on then' own account infpires faftors with fpirit and activity, and affords them means 
of acquiring fuller information concerning various branches of commerce. Thus is the 
trade in general benefited, and bufiiiels extended. 

A recent inftance will fhew both the good and the bad fide of this account. In the 
firft part of my work, I have mentioned the privilege the Englifli enjoy at Jidda, of 
paying lower duties than any other nation. Since the extsofion of their conquefts in 
India, they have engroffed almofl the whole trade of the Red Sea; fo that few fhips from 
other nations now reforting to Jidda, the cuftoms of that city have conliderably declined. 
The Turks and Arabs, not daring to raife thofe duties, in violation of the tenor of 
their treaties with the Englifh, contrived to make the purchafer of goods imported by 
fliips from Bombay pay a fecond duty, Tliis falling ultimately upon the EngJifli mer¬ 
chants, the Company complained, but could obtain no redrefs. They then threatened 
to forfake the harbour of Jidda, and to fend their fhips ftraight to Suez, The Turks 
and Arabs, confidermg the navigation of the Arabian Gulph as the moft dangerous in the 
world, paid no attention to thofe menaces. 

At laft, Mr, Iloiford, an able feaman, determined to accomplifli them. To this end. 
It was neceffary to obtain die coiifent of the regency of Cairo, and affurance of good 
treatment at Suez. All Bey, who was then mafter of Egypt, giving himfelf no concern 
about the intereft of the Pacha of Jidda, or of the SherrilFe of Mecca, offered the Englifh 
themofl advantageous conditions; hoping to derive great profits from the Indian trade 
running in this new channek Since Mr, Holford, in 1773, made a fuccefsful voyage up 
the Arabic Gulph, and condufled the firft Englifh fliips ftraight to Suez, feveral veffels 
have every year failed from India for tliisport. In 1776, five of thofe Englifli fhips 
entered the harbour of Suez, Tlie paffage has been found fo fliort and convenient, 
that the regency of Bombay now fend their couriers by the way of Suez to England, 
In this way, they receive anfwers to their difpatches vdthin the fame length of time 
which was^ formerly coofumed in the conveyance of their packets to London, 

, change in the conduft of this trade, is not yet of long ftanding. By the 

diminution of the expences of freight which it produced, the Englifh reduced the prices 
of India goods fo confiderably, through ali the Levant, that the Company no longer 
foujid fale for thofe fluffs which they had been accuftomed to fend from London to the 
Levant. They have, therefore, prohibited their faftors from trading, on their own ac¬ 
count, from India ftraight to Suez, But, as this trade has been once opened, the 
Company might fend their own fhips to Egypt. The only confideration to hinder 
them, is, that of the inftability of the government of Cairo, and the frequent difturbances 
which render Egypt unfafe for the merchant. 

All the Englifh fhips for India fail to one of the four principal fettlements, Thofe 
which liul for Bombay are commonly five months in their paffage. In one inftance, 
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the voyage is known to have been performed in three months and eighteen days. Few 
of thofe ftjps, of which there arrive commonly fom- in the year, return to Europe im¬ 
mediately after difdiarging their cargoes. They, for the moll part, make firft fome 
yoyapto a diiTerent fettlement, as far often as CbJna, by which they gain confiderable 
ImghB, when the governor favours them fo fttr as to grant them his permiffion. Each 
.of thcle Ihips was iormerly to take out 40,000 crowms; but, fince the Company have 
acquired liica an extent of territory in India, they have no neceflitv to fend readv money 
from Lontion to their fettlements. ' ' * 

I he pinc-pal article with which the fliips from India are freighted, is cloth of all 
forts, which IS fold moltly at Bafra, and in Perfia. The others' are cochineal, ivory, 
iron, copper, gup, arms, &c. The crew of thefe ftiips carry out likewife, each man, 
a parcel p goop, on h-s own account. A great part of the cargoes of thefe Ihips is 
pubUcly foon after they are unladen. The Indian merchants gather in to the 

lale ; and the goods are difpoled of by audlion^ to the hJgheft bidder. The remainder 
are carried to the dependent fettlements, 

Europe, laden with pepper from Malabar, faltpctre from Scindi, 

and nuiis rrom Surat. The crews carry home parcels of perfumes^ gums, and fpiceries 
of diflerent foits^ the produce of India* 


Chap, CXLIX, — jintiquities of the IJle Elephanta* 

fituate near Bombay, belongs to the Mahrattas^ and is inhabited by 
families. Its proper name is Gali Pouri. The Europeans 
call It Llephaiita, from the ftatne of an elephant formed of black ftone, wliich ftands 
m this ifland, in the open plain, near the diore. This ifland being of fmall importance, 
the Maiirattas take no care of it; and the Englilh are at liberty to vifit it without 
pallporfs, winch are requifitCj when they go to the ille of Salfet, 

Several travellers mention the Me of Elephanta, and the Indian temple in it j but 
^ u ^ ^ tranlient manner, and without feeming to have known all the importance 
otthqfe remains of remote anticjuity. Tome the temple appeared fo remarkable, 

\ vifited the ifland three different times, in order to draw, and defcribe its 
curiofmes* 

It is an hundred and twenty feet long, and the fame in breadth, without including 
me meafurement of the chapels and the adjacent chambers. Its height within is nearly 
^teen feet, although the floor has been greatly raffed by the acceffion of duft, and of the 
jediment of the water -vhich falls into it in the rainy lealbn. The whole of this vaft 
^ ^f confiderable height, is cut out in the folid rock. The 
pillars fupporting the roof are alfo parts of tlie rock which have been left ftanding 

by the arclntefl. Ihey are of an uncommon order ; but have an agreeable enough 
effe£t, 

Xhe walls of this temple are ornamented with figures in bas-felief, fo prominent, that 
they are joined to the rock only by the back. Many of thefe figures are of a coloflal 
fize ; being fome lo, fome 12, and fame even 14 feet high. Neither in defign, nor 
in execution, indeed, can thefe bas-reliefs be compared with the works of the Grecian 
fculptors. But they are greatly fuperior in elegance to the remains of the ancient 
Egyptian fculpture. They are alfo finer than the bas-reliefs from the ruins of Per- 
mpohs. No doubt, then, but the arts were cultivated by the ancient Indians with better 
luccefs than is commonly fuppofed. 

Probably 
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Probably thefe figures mark events relative to the mythology and 7 

rhe Indians, for they feem to be reprefentative of gods and heroes But, ^ be ab e to 

underftand them, we fliould know more than we at prefent “ ° ^ obtain 

ligion of this ancient nation. The modern Indians are fo ignorant, that ^ ^ould obt ^ 
from them no information concerning thofe anuquitie^ One man who pretended to 
explain the charaaer of one of the largeft ftatues, afilired me 

of their ancient fabulous princes, famous for his cruellies coinrmtted upon his lifter s 
children. The ftatne, which is in other refpeas well formed, has eight arms; an em¬ 
blem of power, which the Indians give to their allegorical figures. 

I have given defigns of thefe allegorical figures (m the larger wor^), which ^ 
make thein better underllood than dry defcnption can. There are, however, fom 
particulars about them, which prove the ftability of the manners of the indies, and 
afford points for the comparifon of ancient with modern cniloms. None of thefe fi^uies 
has a beard; and all of them very fcanty whilkers. At prefent, the young Indians wear 
all whilkers; and fuch iis are advanced in life leave commonly the whole ^ 

grow. The Ups of thefe figures are always thick; and their ears are lengthened 
out by large pendents; ornaments which they almoft all wear. Several of them 
wear a finall cord, in the fafhion of a fcarf; a mode now prevalent among t 

^^One woman hasbuta finglebreaft; from which it Ihould feem, that the ^^7 °^ 
the Amazons was not unknown to the old Indians. Several figures, as we in 
as feminine, have one arm leaning on the head of a male, or a fema e > J*™” 

which it Ihould feem that thefe monfters of the human fpecies have always been an 
objea of luxury and magnificence among the taftelefs great. Several of thefe "S^es 
have hair on the head, which feems not to be of its native growth, but is pertettly 
like a wig; fo that this covering for the head appears to be of very ancient mventton. 
The female bofom is always perfeaiy round; from which it feems that the Indian 
fafhion of wearing thin wooden cafes upon the br^s is alfo very ancient. One 
woman too appears bearing her child in the fame attitude which is fhll m ufe among 
the Indians, and wliich forms thofe children to Hand firmly upon their feet and 
less* 

The head drefs of thefe female figures is commonly an high-crowned bonnet. I 
have, however, obferved alfo a turban. Some are bare-headed, and have their h^wr 
at leaf! well combed, if it is not rather a periwig they wear. Several are naked. 1 tie 
drefs -of others is more nearly like that of the moderns. Some of the women \year a 
cap. In many places the handkerchief, ftill ufed through all India, is obfervable m the 

hands of the inferior figures. r * r 

In feveral pai'ts of thefe bas-reliefs appears the famous Cobra de Capello, a (it 
ferpent, which the human figures treat with great familiarity. Thefe ferpents Ibll 
veiv common in the ifle of Elephanta, the inhabitants of which are not afraid of them, 
burVay thac they are friendly to man, and do no harm, unlefs when intentionafly pro¬ 
voked. Certain it is, however, that their bite is mortal. 

On each fide of this temple is a chapel, nine feet high, confequently lower than the 
principal building. The walls of thefe chapels are alfo covered with bas-relief figures, 
on a fmaJler fcale than thofe upon the walls of the temple. Behind the chapels are 
three chambers, the walls of which difplay no fculptures; then- nfes I could not 

coi-i 'fture. r ^ « 

Tile fmallefi of the chapels, having no fculptured figure, but that of the God Goums, 
is ftill in a ttate of neat prefervation, which muft be owing to the cares of the prefent 
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inhabitants, whom I faw repair thither to perform their devotions. Before the entrance 
into this chapel, I found a pile of lhapelefs Hones, newly bedaubed with red paint. I 
fhould fuppofe that the modern Indians no longer adore their ancient Gods, but have 
adopted new objefts of worlhip, whom they reprefent by ftones painted red, for want 
of more artificial ftatues. In many places through India, indeed, may be feen fimilar 
piles of red ftones, which are held in high veneration among a people who have now 
almoft entirely loft all knowledge of the fine arts. 

The reft of the temple being perfeSly neglefted, is now the haunt of ferpents and 
beafts of prey. One dares not enter it without firft making feveral difcharges of fire 
arms, to expel thofe creatures. Even after ufing this precaution, a Dutchman was 
once in great danger from fwarms of wafps of a peculiar fpecies, which he had 
Toufed from their nefts with his gun. In the hot feafon horned cattle refort to the 
lower chambers of the temple, to drink of the water which is depofited there during 
tlte rains. 

As little is there any hope of obtaining any information from the prefent inhabitants 
of the illand, concerning the period when this temple was built. Thofe good folks 
Telate with fimplicity, that a number of ftrangers came one night into the ifland, and 
reared this edifice before the return of day-light. Men feem fond of the marvellous in 
India, as elfewhere. 

On a hill, at a fmall diftance, there is faid to be another temple. But, to it, there is 
no open road and, as the grafs was at that time very tall, my guides would not ac¬ 
company me thither, for fear of ferpents and wild animals. 

Befides, this is not the only old temple remaining in India. I have already men¬ 
tioned thofe in the ille of Salfet, three of which (landing at Kanari, Ponifer, and Mon- 
pefer, have been defcribed by M. Anquetil. I have already mentioned, that accels into 
this illand cannot be obtained without a paflport from the Mahratta governor at Tana, 
or perhaps from the fovereign. Such a palfport I durft not afk, for the purpofe of 
gratifying my curiofity as to the temples ; as theMahrattas had lately feized aveffel, 
and were not, even then, in a good underftanding with the Englifh. 

Freyer has defcribed the temple of Dunganes, and Thevenot that of Iloura, both 
hewn out in the Iblid rock, like that of Elephanta. Near Fort Victoria is another 
very large temple, hewn out alfo in folid rock, and divided into twenty-five feparate 
chambers. One perfeftly like this is to be found in the vicinity of the town of 
T eridfchanapalli. 

Thefe monuments of the ancient fplendor of the Indians deferve, upon feveral ac¬ 
counts, the attention of our men of learning. We go to fee pyramids nowife worthy 
6 f comparifon with thefe pagodas. It would require more labour and Ikill to cut out 
fuch fpacious apartments in rocks, and to ornament them with fuch large and beautiful 
pieces of fciilpture, than to raife thofe huge piles of foft, calcareous ftones, which the 
builder found ready at his hand. The pyramids appear to have been reared by the toil 
of barbarous flavery; the temples of India are the works of a magnificent and en¬ 
lightened people. 

'1 he Indians are, befides, the moll ancient of the nations whole hiftory is known, 
and have beft retained their ancient ufages and opinions. We know that die inhabit¬ 
ants of other countries in the eaft, the Greeks, and perhaps too the Egyptians, drew 
the firft elements of their knowledge from India. It may farther be prefumed, that 
the examination of Indian antiquities would throw new light on thofe Opinions and 
inodes of worlhip which were by degrees diffufed through other parts of the eaft, and 
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fpread at laft into Europe. Thefe difcoveries, again, would throw new light on the 
antiquities of other nations. 

Thefe hopes ai'e the more plaufible, as the Indians have ftill books which were written 
in the moll: remote times, and of which the language is at prefent underftood. The 
books might explain the monuments ; and the monuments again might ferve as a com¬ 
mentary upon thofe books, and the hillory of the nation. 

It were to be wiflied, that fome enlightened fcholars would undertake a voyage into 
India, for tlte purpofe of inveftigating its antiquities. But, fuch an undertaking is more 
than can be expeifted from any private perfon, and might be worthy of the patronage of 
a prince or a nation. The Portuguefe, who were for two centuries mafters of Salfet, mull 
have been well acquainted with' tliefe temples, for they converted that of Kanari into A 
church. But, inftead of feeking to make thofe monuments known to other nations, 
they fought to conceal them, and covered the finelt of the bas-reliefs with plafter. The 
Englilh, although they have been fettled at Bombay for thefe hundred years now, 
have ftill neglected thefe refearches. It is to be hoped, that they will at length 
think of meriting the gratitude of the public, by bringing thofe hidden curiofities to 
light, which lie in the extenfive conquefts on the continent, now poffefled by that 
nation. 

VOYAGE TO SURAT. 

Chap. CL. — Occajim af this Voyage, and Departure from Bombay. 

THE reader will recolleft, that Mi-. Cramer and I were both fick wdien we arrived at 
Bombay in September 1763. Our intention was to return into Europe through 
Turkey, ^Tid to take our paflage on board a fliip of the Company’s which was to fail 
from Bafia the beginning of the next year j but, the ftate of our health would not 
allow us to take that opportunity. Mr. Cmmer, finking at length under his complaints, 
died at Bombay, on the loth of February 1764, in fpite of the cares of a ftdlful Englilh 
phylician. 

Being now the foie furvivor of all our party, I thought it my duty to attend to my 
own prefervation, and to provide for the fafe conveyance of our papers to Europe, as 
I feared that thefe would be loft, if I alfo fliould die by the way. Forefeeing that I 
Ihould have to undergo the fame fatigues in palling through Turkey, which I h-ad 
already encountered in Arabia, and which the weak ftate of my health was unfit to bear, 
1 refolved to fet out ftraight for London, by the firft Ihip which fliould fail for Europe, 
In the mean time, to gratify my curiofity with a fight of Surat, I took the opportunity 
of going on board an Englilh Ihip bound on a voyage to that port. 

We laiied from Bombay on the 24th of March 1764, and were obliged to flop at 
Mabim, a fmall town in the northern part of the ille, where a member of the Council 
of Bombay conftantly refides. An incident which took place at this time may ferve as 
an inftance of the military fpirit and fkill of the Portuguefe. Proud of their ancient 
conquefts, they fcorn to make peace with any of the Indian nations, all of whom they 
regard as rebels. Being thus in terms of continual hoftility with their neighbours, they 
dare not fail thofe feas without an efcort. A fmall Beet of merchant Ihips bound 
from Goa to Diu, under the proteftion of two frigates, was feen, one evening, off 
Bombay. In the night we heard a brilk firing of guns, and imagined that the Portu¬ 
guefe were engaged with theMahrattas, But, in the morning, it appeared that their 


TRAVELS IN ARABIA, BV CARSTEN NIEBUHR. 


21 I 


exploits had ended merely in the deftruftioii of a quantity of bamboos, from 30 to 40 
feet high, which the fifliermen had fet up in a fand bank for the purpofes of their hilling-. 
Thofe valiant Portuguefe had taken the bamboos for the malls of an hollile fleet. To 
crown their glory, the admiral found himfelf compelled by the governor of Bombay to 
pay damages to the fifliermen. 

On the 26th of March we arrived in the road of Surat, at the chUance of three 
German miles from the city. We went on ihore at Domus, a village diftinguilhed by 
the relidence of fome prielts, and by a vail Indian fig-tree, which is held in high vene¬ 
ration. Of this tree (the Ficus vafta of Linnaeus), I have already fpoken in giving the 
natural hiftory of Arabia, To the defcription above given of it, I may here add, that 
it grows to a great age j the new fhoots from the branches of the primary Item continu¬ 
ing to nourilh the top of the tree, even after the parent flock is entirely decayed. 

At Domus we took a Kakkre, the carriage common in the country, which is neither 
more nor lefs than a covered cart, drawn by two oxen, which are driven by a peafant 
feated on the pole. I had here an inftance of the great drynels of this country, for 
the movement of our light carriage raifed a cloud of dull about us. I never fuf- 
fered fo much from the dull, even in cam vans of fome hundreds of camels, horfes, 
and mules. 

Chap. CLI. — Of the City of Surat, and its Environs. 

ITUS city Hands in a large and fertile plain, on the banks of a conlidcirable river, 
named Tappi. On the land fide, it is encompaffed with two brick walls, which’^divide 
it into the inner and the outer town. The citadel Hands within the inner,‘^on the Ihore 
of the Tappi, and is divided by trenches from the town. One may walk round the 
outer wall in two hours and an half; the fpace which it encloles is chiefly occupied by 
gardens, having but a very few houles. 

The larger houfes are flat-roofed here, as through the reH of the call, with courts 
before them. The houfes of the common people are high-roofed. Although Surat 
has been long under the dominion of the Mahometan Moguls, yet here is no hand- 
fonie mofque with towers, as among the Turks and Arabians. The fquares of this city 
are large, and the llreets fpacious,but not paved ; fo that the duHis infufferable. Each 
Hreet has gates of its own, with which it is Ihut up in times of turbulence; and thefe 
are as frequent here as at Cairo. 

At Surat provifions are plenteous and cheap; the air, too, is wholefome, notwith- 
llanding the warmth of the climate. I here obferved Farenheit’s thermometer at 98* 
in the month of March, while the wind blew from the north. In the month of May 
the thermometer Hood at 93* at Bombay, which lies two degrees farther to the 
fouth. * . 

One thing unfavourable for Surat, is, that Ihips cannot enter the harbour, becaufe 
the Tappi is full of fand banks. This river is too low in the diy feafon; and in the 
rains fwells too fnddenly, to fuch height as to overflow all the neighbourhood. Were 
the river confined by dikes, the Hream which, during the rain,s, often rifes eight and 
twenty feet above its ordinary level, would carry away all the fand, and thus clearing 
the channel, would afford Ihips accefs to the very walls. But the defpotic govern¬ 
ments of Afia negieft every thing that might contribute to the general good of their 
fubjefts. 

General toleration and entire liberty are enjoyed in this city by all religious profef- 
fions; and its inhabitants are accordingly very numerous. The Europeans refiding 
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here eftimate the population of the city at a miliion of fouls. But this calculation is 
evidently above the truth,—by two thii'ds, I have reafon to believe. 

One thing Angular in Surat is, that here is no holpital for human beings, but an 
extenfive eftablilhment of this nature for fick or maimed animals. When the Euro¬ 
peans turn out an old horfe, or any other domeftic animal, to perilh, as ul'elefs, tlie 
Indians voluntarily alTume the care of it, and place it in this houfe, which is full of 
infirm, decrepid cows, flieep, rabbits, hens, pigeons, &c. 1 faw in it a great tortoife, 

which was blind and helplefs, and, as I was told, 125 years of age. The charitable 
Indians keep a phyfician of purpofe for thefe animals. 

'J’he environs of Surat are not without gardens, which are the property either 
of Europeans, or of natives of the countiy. The fineft of thofe belonging to 
Europeans, is the property of the X)utch Eali India Company. Its afpect is rich 
and charming. 

To get an idea of the character of an Indian garden, I went to fee one which was 
formed by a late Nabob, at the expence of 500,000 rupees. This garden is of a confi- 
derable extent, but has not the ie^ appearance of regularity in the delign, and h^ 
ia it nothing in the fafliion of our gardens, but a few ponds and fountains; the reft is 
a confufed medley of buildings and fmall orchards. Among the buildings is one of 
great dinienfions, having baths and falcons, and ornamented with the magnificence of 
India, which bears no refemblance to ours. The other buildings are harams for the 
Nabob’s wives, entirely feparate from each other, fo that each lady can hold her little 
court apart. Every haram has fome one good apartment; but all the reft of it confifts 
of very narrow chambers for the Haves. What Itruck me particularly in this gai'den, 
was the paffage from one fuite of rooms to another, by paths lo narrow, fo winding, and 
fo blocked up by doors, as to afford a ftrong inftance of the diftruft with which the 
unfortunate great in defpotic countries regard all about them j fo that they are never 
free from anxiety, and az'e obliged to ftand continually on their guard againlt 
furprife. 

I fliould have wiihed to draw a plan of Surat. But I foon found that the Euro¬ 
peans in India would not leave me fo much at liberty, in this refpeft, as the Turks and 
Arabians had done. The climate of hot countries, and the nature of the government 
of fettlements fo diftant from the mother country, feem to alter the national charafter 
of the people of Europe. The Englifli government of Surat would not allow a 
Frenchman to live in a high apartment from which he had a view of the citadel. 
At Mokha, I was told of an Arabian merchant who had languifhed fome years in 
the prilbns of Batavia, for having had the cuiiofity to meafure the dimenfioiis of a 
cannon. 

Chap. CLII. — Of the Inhabitants ^ Surat, and fonts pmliar Cujlonu. 

A GREAT commercial city muft be peopled by men of different nations. The 
principal inhabitants of Surat are Mahometans, and moftly ftrangers, although em¬ 
ployed in the fervice of the government. '1 hey are equally zealous in the obfervance 
of their law as the Turks and Arabians. Although of the fe£t of the Sunnites, they 
tolerate the Shiites, and even permit them to celebrate the feftival of Haffein. They 
make no fcruple of drinking wine publicly, or of lending money upon intereft. 

All people of diftlnftion in " Surat, and through the reft of India, fpeak and write 
fhe Perfian language. Hence has this language been received at the courts, and 
the knowledge of it is very ufeful for the difpatch of bufinefs. In foade, corrupt 
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Portuguefe is the language ufedj and this is*in India what the . Fr.'ica is in 
the Levant. 

The MulTulmans of Surat brmg about them a great many ^ mF i' eii own 
jeligion, who are the moft infolent beggars in the world. Tholt,' Fakh ^^ v/ili oi - ii iit 
down before a hotife, and continue there till the owner pay the fun > t! < w riLk, or make 
a compofition with them. As the police interferes not to check thefe inlblent inendi- 
cantSj people muft be content with getting quit of them at any price. 

At Surat, 1 had occafion to witnefs the Mufiulman proceffion at the fefiival of 
Baii'am. The counfellor from Bombay, who refides in the citadel of Surat, and 
reprefents a Nabob, is obliged to announce this ceremony by a difcharge of cannons, 
and to affifl at it in peifon- It is a Grange fight, to fee an Eiighdi merch^mt in the 
European drefs, attended by a party of Bridfli foidiets, and with the tram of an 
Indian prince, condufl and regulate a religious felUval of die Mahometans, The 
Englilh direftor made the Indians fenfible of liis importance upon this occafion^ by 
lefufing to difcharge his cannons in the night 5 a favour requefted of him by the 
Nabob of the city^ in order to give the people timely warning of the approach: of die 
feftival. 

In this proceffion there was nothing remarkable, except the numbers of kaklcri% 
palanquins, and horfes, a few cannons, a great deal of martial mufic, and the Nabob^s^ 
foldiers. llie governor rode upon an elephant, on the back of which he fat on a 
fort of throne, railed upon four pillars. This elephant was, like moll of the horfes 
and oxen which drew the kakkris, painted red, 

Kakkris, the carriages molt common through India, are of a very fimple conftruc^ 
tion, run upon two wheels, and are drawn by oxen: the driver fits on a large pole^: 
confifting of feveral bamboos. It is not in any ornaments about thefe vehicles, but 
in the cattle which draw them, that the obje£l of pride and expence to the Indian lies j 
a pair of winte oxen for one of thefe carriages will coft 600 rupees, I'hefe oxen 
have the points of their horns ornamented with filver ; their pace is quick, but lefs fo 
than that of iiorfes. 

The citizens of Surat dilplay their magnificence likewife in their palanquins*. A 
palanquin is known to be a fort of coiicn fufpended from a bamboo^ and borne by 
four men. The traveller reclines in this vehicle, and is fhaded from the fun by a 
curtain, A palanquin, completely ornamented with filver, covered with rich fluffs, 
and fufpended upon a handfome bamboo properly bent, will coft above 20Q pounds 
fterling. I'he bamboo only of the governor of Eombay^s palanquin, exciufive of the 
other ornaments, coft 125 pounds fterling* The bearers of the palanquins are Indian 
fei vants, who wear no clothes, except a fmall linen cloth about their loins, with clofe 
flat bonnets on their heads, as liveries, and are commonly employed in keeping the 
rooms clean within the houfes. The European ladies are at firft fhocked at theTn- 
d'jcency of being carried by naked men, but Icon learn to accufloni themfeives to it* 
Th<i palanquins of the Mahometan ladies are incommodious; wooden boxes, entirely 
clofe, and fixed upon a ftraight pole. 

'fhe Hindoos, the aboriginal inhabitants of the country, of whom I fliall loon , 
fpe?k more at length, compofe the moft confiderable part of the population of Surat* 
They are almoft all of the call of the Banians and hence their fldll and dexterity in 
matters of calculation and economy often raife them to places of confiderable truft„ 
in the collection of the taxes and cufloms for the Mahometans., ThefS^ BanianSj^ 
being born £0 trade, engroffed the commerce of India to fuch a degree, that all 

foreign nations are obliged to employ them as brokers; in which employment they 

give; 
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;give better fatisfacbon than the Jews in Turkey, Europeans have never found reafon 
to repent the intrufting even of their whole fortune to the Banians, who continue to 
'give aftonifliing proofs of their probity and fidelity. Some of them are very rich; 
but they live all hi a ftyle of moderate fimplicity, wearing for di'efs only a plain robe 
of white cotton. 

At Surat are numbers of Perfees or Perfians, who are Ikilful merchants, induflrious 
artilans, and good fervants. In the fame city are alfo Armenians, Georgians, and 
Jews; blit of none of thefe any confiderable number. The Indian Catholics, com¬ 
monly called Portuguefe, from their fpeaking the India diale£l of the Portuguefe 
language, are numerous here. At Surat the day :s reckoned from funfet to funfet, 
and is divided not into 24 hours, but into 60 garris. Here are no clocks ; the progrefs 
of the day is meafured by different means. In a confpicuous fituation, a man ftands 
to put a cup of copper, pierced with a hole in the lottom, from time to time under 
water ; every time the cup finks, a garri is. counted, and the man announces its lapfe 
by ftriking the number which it makes upon a plate of metal that founds like a clock. 
Each garri confifis of 24 of our minutes. In the houfes of the great, too, where 
clocks and watclies are not wanting, this old fafhion of meafuring time is flill kept up. 

Chap, CLIIL — 0 /* the Governme?2t of Suraf^ and the Revolufiom if has undergone. 

SURAT, and the great difl:ri£t of which it is the capital, belonged for a long time 
to the great Mogul, who, to keep fo diftant a province the more eiFectually in obe¬ 
dience, put it under the government of two Nabobs independent on one another* 
The one refided in the city, and was properly the governor of the province. The 
other had the command of the citadel, and enjoyed the title of admiral, with a finall 
revenue appropriated to the maintenance of a fmall fleet, for the defence of the coaft 
again ft pirates. 

Alter Sliah Nadiras expedition into Indoftan, the diftant Nabobs of this vaft empire 
aimed all at independence, and left the Mogul nothing but a Ciadow of authority, 
aikiug him only for formas fake to confirm them in their places. Teg beg Khan, 
Nabob of Surat, a rich and powerful man, followed tliis example, and procured his 
brother to be declared Nabob of the citadel. The two brothers then looked upon the 
whole province as their patrimony, and acquired inimenfe wealth, 

1 eg beg Khan dying in 1746, without children, left his fortune to his relations, by 
which feveral of them were raifed to a condition wliich enabled them to afpire to the 
government of the city. His brother died on the following year; and his widow, a 
woman extremely rich and ambitious, ftrove to make her fon-in-law Nabob at once of 
the town and of the citadel. 

rile conteft of the different competitors for the fupreine authority produced a civil 
war in the town of Surat, like that which arifes from time to time among the Begs 
of Cairo, and of which we in Europe can form no idea. Each of the riva/s raifed as 
many troops as he pofiibly could ; with thefe he cantoned and intrenched himfelf in 
his houfes and gardens, and from time to time endeavoured to furprize or drive away 
his opponents, ^ During thefe hoflile operations, which were not attended with great 
flciughter, the inhabitants were content with fiiutting the gates ncareft to the feene of 
iiftion, and comimied to go about their ordinary affairs, without fear of being pillaged. 
Nay, they were fore of receiving compenfation whenever any cafual injury was 
done to any perfon through means of the diftnrbances. Hence trade fuftered no 
interruption. 
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Some of the rival candidates imprudently called in the Mahraltas ; and they^ withcnit 
doing imy thing for any party, made the viftors pay for their affiftance, although th-y 
had apparently favoured the vanquiflied. Since that time, the Mahrattas have en¬ 
joyed a third part of the amount of the cuiloms of Surat; and one of their o!hcers 
conftantly attends to receive this tribute. 

The Englifli and Dutch had always kept their faftories in a ftate of defence, an ! on^ 
the occafion of the difturbances, they increafed their military preparations* The 
nobles of the country then had recoiirfe to thofe powerful traders. Each of the two* 
European nations took part with one of the competitors, furnifhed him v/ith ammu¬ 
nition, intrenched themfelves in their faflories, and fought agamft each other, although 
not openly at war. The Nabob, protefled by the EngHih, w^as at laft expelled from 
the city. But, in 1758, he returned', and his mother-indaw, the rich widow above 
mentioned, made fo good an ufe of her treafures, that the Nabob for whom he had 
been expelled was obliged to yield to inm the government of the city. 

When the Englifh faw the city in the hands of their creature, they began to think 
ferioufly of gaining pofleffion of the citadel. The council of Bombay, in i 75 f’ fcnt 
Mr, Spencer, one of their number, a man of abilities, and beloved by the Indians, to 
Surat, with a confderable force. The Nabob opened the gates of the city to the 
Englifh, and allowed them to lay fiege to the citadel undiflurbed. It was taken in a 
few days. To avoid giving oSence to the Indians, the Englilli declared, that they 
made the conqueft in the name of the great Mogul, and waved his flag from the walls 
of the citadel 

This expedition thus accomplifhed, Mr. Spencer fent a long reprefentation to the 
court of Delhi, in which he ftated the reafons which had induced the merchants of 
Surat to put themfelves under the protection of the Englifli, and to expel the ufurper 
Nabob from the citadel. He aflerted, tJiat thofe petty tyrants had fuffered the fleet 
neceffary for the protedfion of the trade to fall into a ftate of decay, and that none 
but the "Englifh could reftore it. He offered, at the fame time, that if the Mogul 
would grant to the Company the poll of Admiral, with the revenues annexed to it, 
they would maintain a fleet which fliould give full fecurity to trade, Ihefe fafts were 
attefted, and the propofals feconded by the principal inhabitants of Surat, who figned 
the memorial. The great Mogul, who in his prefent weaknefs durft not fend 
governor to the province, but confldered it as loft, readily granted the Company s 
requeft 5 and a member of the council of Bombay now difcharges the office of Nabob 
and Admiral at Surat, Upon this title, the Comply enjoy a third of the revenue 
from the cuftoms of this city, with other funds of income ftill more confiderable ; 
which enables them to keep on foot a body of troops, with fome fniall ffiips of war, 

The Englilli are, at prefent, the a£tual fovereigns of Surat. They keep the Nabob 
of the city in a ftate of abfolute dependence ; allowing him only an income on^ which 
he may live fuitabiy to his dignity. The Indians are in part content with^ their new 
mafters. T^ie merchants are no longer in danger of the avaricious extortions of the 
Nabobs; yet they complain of the felfiffi fpirit of thofe mafters, ^ Ihe Indians dare 
not fail without a paflport from the admiral. When the Englifh wifli to fend goods to 
any port, the Indians are denied paflports to that port till the feafon of the inonfoon is 
over; whereas the Englifh are favoured, fo that they have all the time neceflary to 
pre-occupy the market. Of this I have feen inftajices; which, if frequently repedted', 
miift undoubtedly ruin the trade of the natives. 
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Chap. CLIV. Trade of Surat. 

THE great trade carried on at Surat renders this city the ftore-Iioufe of the mofl. 
precious produftions of Indoftan. Hither is brought from the interior^ parts of thex. 
empire an imraenfe quantity of goods, which the merchants carry in their fiiips to the 
Arabic Gulph, the Perfian Gnlph, the coaft of Malabar, the coaft of Coromandel, and 
even to China. The provinces near this city are full of manufaftures of all forts. 

Ship-building is a brairch of the bufmefs carried on here. _ In this art, indeed, the 
Indians are fervile imitators of the Europeans, but they have in great plenty, and at a 
low price, that excellent wood called T*k, which is not liable to be attacked by 
worms, and is fo lafting, that at Surat there are to be feen fliips 90 years old, which 
are ftill in a condition to fail the fea. 

Of foreign nations, the Dutch have next, after the Englifh, the moft confiderabk 
eftablilhment at Surat. They have here a direflor, feveral merchants, a number of 
writers and fervants, and a few foldiers. Their trade has, however, declined till it 
has become trifling. The aflFairs of this nation in India feem to be rather in diforder, 
fince the Englillt obtained poflelTion of the citadel. The Nabob of the city has 
obliged the Dutch to pay him 90,000 rupees, and fend away the cannons of their 
faftory. 

The affairs of the French are yet in a worfe ftate. Since the lofs of Pondicherry, 
their direftor has been fo neglefted, that he can hardly find credit for the means of a 
fcanty fubfiftence. This nation are here in no eftimation, but what is paid to their 
capuchin friars, who are generally beloved and refpefted at Surat. Thefe good regular 
clergy have done effential fervice to the public, by keeping a regifter of all events that 
have happened in Indoftan, from 1676 to the prefent time. 

Such nearly is alfo the condition of the Portuguefe in India. In my timej they had 
a Jefuit of Hamburgh for their direflon I have been told, however, that, fince I 
left Surat, they have raifed their trade, by fending thither a direftor of their own 
nation who was born at Goa. 

There fometimes arrive at Surat fliips belonging to nations who have no permanent 
eftablifliment in that city. A Danifli veffel put in here while the citadel was befieged, 
and was favoured with the protection of the Englifli, to whom the captain did good 
fervice upon the occafion. In confequence of the favour which he thus obtained, he 
accompli flied his bufinefs in a manner very much to his advantage. A Swede, who 
came hither fome years after, was lefs fortunate, although the Nabob had, for the 
payment of a moderate duty, allowed him freedom of trade. Selling his iron and 
copper at a lower rate than the Englifh, he foon difpofed of his whole cargo advan- 
tageoufiy as he thought. But, when he was preparing to depart, the Nabob demanded 
from him an extraordinary duty of 100,000 rupees, and put him imder arreft till it 
was paid. The Swede not daring to apply to the Englifh, with whom be fufpefted 
his mifchance to originate, directed his fhip to fail for China, and remained under 
arreft. At laft he compounded with the Nabob, who for 20,000 rupees fet him at 
liberty. Such treatment muft deter other nations from trying their fortune at Surat, 

In ail appearance, the Englifh muft fhortly engrofs the whole trade of this city. 
Being at once fovereigns and rich merchants, they have every means in their power 
by which foreign nations can be excluded, or the Indians reftrained from this fource 
of opulence. 
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Chap, CLV. — Manners of the Hindoos^ 

THE Hindoos are the primary inhabitants of the vafl empire of Indoftan* Havinr** 
lived aniong thefe people at Bombay and Surat, 1 fhall here bring together feme oK 
fervations which I made upon the Hindoos in thofe two cities, and alfo upon thePerfocs, 
a ftranger colony fettled in this part of India. 

This people, perhaps the earlieft civilized nation in the world, are intid, laborious, 
and naturally virtuous in their difpofitions. All who have oppoitunities of obferving 
the lives of the Hindoos, admire their patience, probity, and benevolence; but they 
are at the fame time the mo ft unfocial people in the world. By their manners and 
religious principles, the Hindoos detach themfelves not only from other nations- whom 
they confider as impure races; but even the different caffs or tribes of themfelves have 
little mutual iotercourfe. No Hindoo will eat with a itranger; nor any Hindoo of a 
fuperior caff wdth another of a caff that is inferior- A poor ferv^mt, if a Bramin, 
would think himfelf dilhoiioured by fitting down ai table with a Rajaput or Banian, 
although his maffer. 

It is generally known, that the Indians are diftributed into a number of tribes or 
caffs. As far as I could learn there are four principal caffs j the Bramins, or prieffs ; 
the Rajapucs, or men of the fword ; the Banians, or merchants; and that of the 
artifans and labourers- Thefe four general carts are fubdivided into more than 80 
others, each of which has its own ceremonies, and patron deities, as I have been 
afliired by feveral perfons. 

Thofe permanent divifions have led fome travellers into the miffake that the fon was 
always obliged to embrace iiis father ^s profeflion. The fon may not quit his native 
caff, but may choofe among the employments which are praftifed by that caff* 
Tiiere are Bramins who hold fovereign authority j as, for inftance, the prince of the 
Mahrattas. Thefe fame Bi'aruins become magifh'ates under the govermnent of Raja-* 
put princes, and farmers of the revenue under the Mahometans- I have been ac¬ 
quainted with Bramins who were merchants, and with Rajaputs and Banians who 
were artifans. 

This liberty is the more neceffary, as it is irapoflible for a Hindoo to be received 
from an inferior into a fuperior,caff. I w^as told of a fmgular inftance of fuch a pro¬ 
motion ; but even it I will not warrant as true, A Rajaput fovereign defiring to be 
admitted into the caff of the Bramins, the prieffs, after a long refufal, at length granted 
his requeft, on the condition of his fetting up in the temple the ftatue of a cow\ of 
fuch a fize, that a man might enter it behind, and go out by its mouth. The fovereign, 
after palling feveral limes through this golden cow, was fuppofed to be regenerated, 
and received into the caff of the Bramins, 

This cuftom hinders ffrangers from being naturalized among the Hindoos, or em¬ 
bracing their religion; and there is no people lefs inclined to make profelytes. But it 
is thdbr rigorous obfervation of their ancient laws of feparation which has reduced thefe 
people to their prefent humiliated ftate. If, at the time of the conqueft, the Hindoos 
had fuffered the Tartars to incorporate with the vanquifhed nation ^ the conquerors 
muff have adopted the manners and the religion of their new fubjefts. Their conduti 
in China gives probability to this idea. But the Hindoos exprefting fo great an aver- 
fion for their new mailers, made them prefer hlahometifm, and forced them to bring 
in from rime to time foreign IMahometans, to govern the conquered people. Since 
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that period, the Hindoos have been an abjeft herd of flaves, fubjeft to the vexatious 
oppreflion of a defpot, who returns the contempt which they have expreffed for him. 
The power of the Mahometans indeed becomes daily lefs ‘ and there are at prefent 
fome Hindoo princes who may reftore the nation to its ancient fpleiidour. The 
Mahrattas have fticcefsfully begun a projeft which has this afpefl. It is the exorbitant 
power of the Englidi that at prefent retards the progreilive improvement of the 
Hiiitloos, But, when this colonkl ftatue, whofe feet are of clay, and M^hidi has 
been ralfed by conquering merchants, dial) be hroken in pieces, an event which 
may fall out Iboner than is fuppoletl, then lhall Indollan become again a iiourilhing 
coiintj^y. 

In almoft all the circiiniflances of their mode of life, the Hindoos diftinguifli themj- 
felves from the relt of mankind, U'heir ufiial diet confifts of rice, milk, and fruits: 
The law, however, which forbids them to eat animal food, feems to have been rather 
fiiggefted by the climate, tlian by religious confideration. The Rajaputs eat mutton, 
as well as the flefli of ibnie other animals ; but alJ the carts alike refpeft the cow, and 
abftain from eating beef None of the calls are fo much ftraitened in refpeft to food 
as the Bramins ; they deny themfelves the ule of moft leguminous vegetables which 
are eaten by the other Hindoos ; nor ^vill lliey eat of any dilh that has not been drefled 
by a man of their own cart, or drink water wliich a Bramin has not drawn. They 
obferve frequent fafts, infomuch that I was told by a Bramin, that it was almoft im- 
polTible for any perfon to confine himfelf to a rtrift obedience to the precepts of their 
religion in refpedi to regimen, 

I'hefe prierts alfo impofe upon the people a multiplicity of minute obfervances in 
their eating, which are all founded on the chimerical notion of the poffibility of con- 
trafting pollution by communication in this way. The Hindoos in common are averfe 
to ufe the fune difh with a llranger, or with a man of a different cart. They will 
rather ufe broad leaves for plates, and drink out of the hollow of the hand- 

All the parts of the Hindoo drefs differ in form from thofe iifed among the Tui'ks 
and Arabians, Mercliaiits, however, w^ear a turban, the cap, and a long robe of white , 
cotton cloth. Their flippers are fitted with metal clafps. The lower people go naked, 
wearing only a piece of linen round the loins, and a turban on the head. Under rain 
the peafants put on a hood, which is formed of the leaves of the palm tree. This 
cuftom of India has been already mentioned by Herodotus. 

The drefs of the ordinary women confifts of a large linen cloth, ftriped red, which 
they wrap about the loins, and another ftiil larger, which they fold round the body 
and bring over the head. They wear all two wooden cafes upon their breaftsj which 
hinders the neck from being ever drawn down among the Hindoo as among the Ma¬ 
hometan women, Thefe good Hindoo females are very mduftrious. At Bombay, I 
faw women earn a livelihood by the hardeft labour, who yet wore rings in their nofe^ 
and in their ears, on their fingers, on them arms, and on their feet. But thefe were 
ornaments of luxury which defeend from generation to generation. 

The Hindoos ftili retain the practice of burning their dead. But the European and 
Mahometan governments prohibit, and the Mahrattas leldom allow the living wife to 
burn herfeif on the funeral pile of her deceafed hulband. A Bramin told me, that 
his family had been highly diftinguifhed, by his grandmother having, in honour of 
virtue, obtained perniiflion to burn herfeif w'ith her hulband... 
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Ckaf. CLVL — Of the Religion of the Hindoos. 

AN European wifliing to acquire a knowledge of the religion of thefe people, can¬ 
not gain much information from the Bramins, wdio never Itudy any of our languages! 
1 was acquainted with fome Banians who fpoke Englifltj and from them 1 received 
fome knowledge on this head. 

They all unanimoufly alTured me, tliat the mofl: fenfible and enlightened of the 
Hindoos acknowledged and worfliipped only one Supreme Being. But the Bramins 
have found nut inferior deities, accommodated to the weak conceptions of the people, 
who could not comprehend abftradl: ideas, if they were not reprefeiited by images. 
They agreed too, that the Bramins had, for their own purpofes, clogged, by degrees^ 
the original fimplicity of their religion, with abfurd fables, and ridiculous pieces of 
fuperllition. I mentioned their pallionate veneration for the cow, and their various 
reprefentations of her. As to this, they replied, that in thofe images they revered only 
the divine goodnefs, which had given man an animal fo gentle, and of fuch indifpenfible 
utility. 

I could learn nothing concerning their inferior deities, whom they feem to revere 
rather as hunts and patrons. A Banian compared their three principal deities, Braniaj 
Viftnou, and Medeo, to the Chriftian Trinity. 

The Hindoos believe all in the doffrines of the metempfycofis, and of the purifica* 
tion of fouls by their paffage through feveral different bodies. This dodlrine is not, 
however, the only caufe of tlieir abftinence from every thing that has life in it. In 
hot countries, the flelli of animals in general, and of the ox in particular, is thought 
vea-y unwholefome food. The Rajaputs eat flefh, and the Mahrattas furnifh the 
Europeans whom they take prifoners in war, with animal food, without fcruple. It 
might be fuppofed, tliat the lingular charity of the Indians for animals takes its origin 
from this opinion. 

I’he precept of purification with water is rigidly obferved tlirougfa all India, At 
Surat, I faw every morning crowds of women and young girls going out to bathe in 
the Tappi. I'hey gave their clothes to fome Bramins who fat on the banks, and, after 
wafhing, changed their \Yet clothes for thofe dry dreffes, with fuch dexterity, that not 
the fmalleft part of the body could be feen. The Bramins then made a red mark on 
the brow of each, and, after a fhort prayer, they returned all to town. 

This daily fanfiification feems to be the chief employment of the Bramins. They 
are alfo called in, on the occafion of the birth of a child ; they tie round his arm a 
final! cord, which he wears through life as a mark of his extraffion. They afllfl alfo 
at nuptials ; but only by fixing the hour which is favourable for the contraft, not by 
pronouncing any nuptial benedi6don. 

The Hindoo feftivals are fufficiently numerous, and are partly civil, partly religious. 
They celebrate the return of the new year with illuminations, and rejoicings of all 
forts. The feftival of the cocoa-nut feems to have originated with the mofl: remote 
antiquity. At another feliival, in commemoration of a certain hero, they bedaub one 
another with red paint, to reprefeiit the hero returning from battle, covered over with 
blood. 

They have likewife two orders of Fakirs or mendicant pilgrims, the Bargais and 
the Guffeins, who travel about armed, and in troops of fome thoufaiids. Thefe two 
orders are fworn enemies ; and whenever they meet, bloody combats enfuci During 
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my flay at Surat, a little army of thefe Faldrs encamped near the city. The go¬ 
vernment did not like their vifit j and would permit them to enter only in fmall 
numbers. 

The dories of the ridiculous penitence of the Faldrs are well known. Their fanta- 
cifm has not become cold; and there died lately at Surat one of thefe madmen^ 
who had lived flint up in a cage for twenty years,- with Ids arms conllantly raifed 
above his head. 

Chap, CLVIL — Of the Perfees, 

AT Bombay, at Surat, and in the vicinity of thefe cities, is a colony of ancient 
Perfians, who took refuge in India, when their country was conquered by the Ma¬ 
hometan Arabs, eleven centuries fmce. They are called Perfees, Being beloved by 
the Hindoos, they multiply exceedingly; whereas their countrymen in the province 
of Keman, are vifibly diminifliing under the yoke of the Moflem Perfians. 

They are a gentle, quiet, and induftrious race. They live in great harmony among 
themfelves, make common contributions for the aid of their poor, and fuffer none of 
their number to afk alms from people of a different religion. They are equally ready 
to employ their money and credit to fcreen a brother of their fraternity from the 
abufes of juftice. When a Perfee behaves ill, he is expelled from their conimunionp 
They apply to trade, and exercife all forts of profeflions. 

The Perfees have as little knowledge of circunicifion as the Hindoos, Among them 
a man marries only one wife, nor ever takes a fecond,'unlefs when the firfl: happens 
to be barren. They give their children in marriage at fix years of age j but the 
young couple continue to live feparate in the hoiifes of their parents, till they attain the 
age of puberty. Their drefs is the fame as that of the Hindoos, except that they 
wear under each ear a tuft of hair, like the modern Perfians. They are much 
addifted to aftrology, although very little fkilled in aftronomy. 

They retain the Angular cuftom of expofmg their dead to be eaten by birds of prey^ 
Inflead of interring or burning them, I faw on a hill at Bombay a round tower, co¬ 
vered with planks of wood, on which the Perfees lay out their dead bodies. When 
the fleih is devoured, they remove the bones into two chambers at the bottom of the 
tower. 

The Perfees, followers of the religion of Zerdufi or Zoroafler, adore one God only. 
Eternal and Almighty. They pay, however, a certain worlhip to the fun, the moon^ 
the ftars, and to fire, as vifible images of the invifible divinity. Their veneration for 
the element of fire induces them to keep afacred fire conftantly burning, which they 
feed with odoriferous wood, both in the temples, and In the houfes of private perfons, 
who are in eafy circumftances. In one of their temples at Bombay, I faw a fire which 
had burnt unextinguilhed for two centuries, Ibey never blow out a light, left their 
breath fhould foil the purity of the fire. 

The religion jyf the Perfees enjoins purifications as llriftly as that of the Hindoos* 
The difciples oi Zerdufl: are not, however, obliged to abftain from animal food- They 
have accuftomed themfelves to refrain from the flefh of the ox, becaufe their anceftors 
promifed the Indian prince who received them into his dominions never to ki'il hornei 
cattle. This promife they continue to obferve under the dominion of Chriflians and 
Mahometans. The horfe is by them confidered as the moll impure of all miimals,, 
and regarded with e,xtreme averfion. 
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Their feffivalsi, denominated Gfaumbars, which return frequently, and laft upon each 
occafion five days, are all commemorations of fome part of the work of Creation,^ 
They celebrate them not with fplendour, or with any particular ceremonies ; but onlv 
drefs better during thofe five days, perform fome ads of devotion in their houfes, and 
vilit their friends. 

Not having had opportunity to make any continued train of obfcrvattons on the; 
manners and religion of the Perfees, I mull refer the reader to the memoirs fubjoined: 
by Mr. Anquetil du Perron to his tranflation of the Zendavelta, or facred book of 
Zoroafter, It is well known that this learned Frenchman, went to India of purpofe to.- 
ftudy the language and religion of the Perfees, 

The diverfity of opinions and manners among the inhabitants of India is inconvenient 
for Europeans, who cannot have countrymen of their own for fervants ; which is th^ 
cafe with almoft all foreign merchants. An European, who has none but natives of 
the country in his fervice, if he lliould wifii to eat a hai'e and bacon, would find it no 
eafy matter to procure thefe difiies. The Hindoo would not bring them to him, for 
he dares not touch a dead body; nor the Perfee, becaufe the hare is an unclean 
animal j nor yet the MufiCulraan, for he dax.es not touch fuch dilhes.. 
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A VOYAGE INTO THE LEVANT, 

By HENRl^ BtQUNT^ Bfy. 1634*. 


TNTELLECTUAL conipleaions have tio defire fa ftrong, as that of knowledge', 
^ nor is any know!edge unto man fo certain and pertinent,^ as that of human affairs : 
this experience advances beft, in obferving of people whole inffiturions muff differ 
from ours j for culloms conformable to our own, or to fuch wherewith we are 
already acquainted, do but repeat our old obfcrvanons, with little .acquiff of new r 
fo my former time fpent in viewing Italy, France, and fome little of Spain, being 
countries of Chriitian inftitution, did but reprefent, in a feveral drefe, the effed of what 

I knew before* ■ . * ^ 

Then feeing the cuftonis of men are much fwayed by their natural difpofitions, 
which are originaliy infpired and compofed by the climate whofe air and influence 
they receive, it feems natural, that to our north-weft part of the world, no people 
fhould be more averfe, and ftrange of behaviour, than thole of the fonth-eaft. More¬ 
over, thofe parts being now poireffed by the Turks, who are the only modern people 
great in adion, and whofe empire hath fo fuddenly invaded the world, and fixed itlelf 
on fuch firm foundations as no other ever did ; I was of opinion, that he who Tvould 
behold thefe times in their greateft glory, could not find a better fcene than Turkey, 
Thefe confiderations fent me thither, where my general purpofe gave me four par-* 
ticular cares; fir ft, to obferve the religion, manners, and policy of the Turks, not 
perfedly (which were a talk for an inhabitant rather than a paffenger), but fo far 
forth, as might fadsfy this fcruple (to wit), whether to an unpartial conceit, the Turldfh 
way appear abfoJutely barbarous, as we are given to underftand, or rather another 
kind of civility, different from ours, but no iefs pretending ; fecondly, in feme meafure 
to acquaint myfelf with thofe other feds wdiich live under the Turks, as Greeks, Ar¬ 
menians, Freinks, and Zinganaes, but efpecially the Jews, a race from all others fo 
averfe both in nature and inftitution, as glorying to fingle itfelf out of the reft of 
mankind, remains obftinate, contempdble, and infamous ; thirdly, to fee the Turkifli 
army, then going againft Poland, and therein to note, whether their military difeipline 
incline to ours, or elfe be of a new mould, though not widiotit fome touch from the 
countries they have fubdued; and whether it be of a frame apt to confront the CiiriL 
tians, or not* The laft and choice piece of my intent, was to view Grand Cairo, and 
that for two caufes; firft, it being clearly the greatelt concourfe of manldnd in tliefe 
times, and perhaps that ever was ; there muft needs be fome proportionable ipirit in 
the government ; for fuch vaft muldtudes, and thofe of wits fo deeply maJicious, w^ouid 
foon breed confuffon, famine, and utter defolation, if in the Turkifli domination there 
were nothing but fottifh fenfuality, asmoft Chriftians conceive* Laftly, becaufe Egypt 
is held to have been the fountain of all fcience and civil arts, therefore I did hope to 
find fome fpark of thofe cinders not yet put out j or elfe in the exti^eine contrary, I 
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fliould receive an impreflion as important, from the ocular view of fo great a revolution ; 
for above all other fenfes, the eye having the molt imracifiate and quick commerce 
with the foul, gives it a more fmart touch than the reft, leaving in the fancy foinewhat 
unutterable j fo that an eye-witnefs of things conceives them with an imagination more 
compJeat, ftrong, and intuitive, than he can either apprehend, or deliver by way of re¬ 
lation ; for relations are not only in great part falle, out of the relator’s inifinformation, 
Viinit}^, or interelt; but which is unavoidable, their choice and frame agrees more na¬ 
turally with his judgment, whofe iil'ue they are, than with his readers j fo as the reader 
is like one feafted with dilhes fitter for another nun’s ftomach than his own ; but a 
traveller takes with his eye and ear, only fuch occurrences into obfervation, as his own 
apprehenfiou aftefts; and through that fympathy can digeft them into an experience 
more natural for himfelf, than he could have done the notes of another ; wherefore I 
defiring fomewhat to inform myfelf of the Turkilh nation, would not fit down wdth a 
book-knowledge thereof, but rather (through all the hazard and endurance of travel) 
receive it from mine own eye, not dazzled with any afieflion, prejudice, or mill of 
education, which pre-occupate the mind, and delude it with partial ideas, as with a 
falle glafs, reprefeiiting the objeft in colours and proportions untrue y for the juft 
cenfure of things is to be drawn from their end whereto they are aimed, without ve- 
quiring them to our ciiftoms and ordinances, or other impertinent refpecls, which 
they acknowledge not for their touch-ftone j wherefore he who paffes through the 
feveral educations of men, muft not try them by his own, but weaning his niiud from 
all former habit of opinion, fhould, as it were putting off the old man, come frelli and 
fmcere to confider them. This preparation was the caule why the fuperftition, policy, 
entertainments, diet, lodging, and other manners of the Turks, never provoked me 
fo far, as ufually they do thofe who catechize the world by their own home ; and tliis 
alfo bars thefe obfervations from appearing beyond my own clofet j for to a mind 
poftefled with any let doctrine, their unconformity muft needs make them feem uu- 
Ibund and extravagant, nor can they comply to a rule by which they were not made. 
Neverthelels, confidering that experience, forgotten as if it never had been, and know'- 
ing how much I ventured for it, as little as it is, I could not but efteem it worth retain¬ 
ing in my own memory, though not transferring to others. Hereupon I have in thefe 
lines regiftered to myfelf w'haLlbever moft took me in my journey from Venice into 
Turkey. 

Fir ft, I agreed with a- Janiffary at Venice, to find me diet, horfe, coach, paffage, and 
all other ufual charges, as far as Conlfantinople ; then upon the 7th of May 1634 ,1 
embarked on a Venetian galley with a caravan of Turks and Jews bomid for the Levant, 
not having any Chriftians with them befides myfelf: this occafion was right to my pur- 
pofe, for the familiarity of bed, board, and paffage together, is more opportune-to tiif- 
clofe the cuftoms of men, than a much longer habitation in cities, where fociety is not 
fo linked, aud behaviour more perfonate, than in travel, whofe common fuft'eriugs 
endear men, laying them open and obnoxious to one another. The not having any 
other Chriftian in the caravan, gave me two notable advantages; firft, that no other 
man’s errors could draw either hatred or engagement upon me;^ then I had a freedom 
of complying upon occafion of queftions by them made, whereby I became all things 
io all men, w hich let me into the breafts of inany. 

The galley lying that day and night in port at Lio, fet fail the next morn^ and in 
twenty-four hours arrived at Rovinio, a Venetian city in Iftria. It ftandsin a creek of 
the Adriatic, upon a hill promontory, which hath two thirds walhed by the fea; the 
fciuth eaft fide joined to the continent, the foil rocky and barren, as all that fide along 
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the gulph* li is an Iiimdred miles from Venice, and therefore being fo far mthin the 
giilph, is not fortified as againfl: much danger, yet hath it a pretty wall, and fortrefs, 
with a fimll garrifon* From thence we came to Zara. This city ftands in Dalmatia^ 
and of all others within the gulph, is, by reafon of the fimatian, moft apt to com¬ 
mand tlie whole Adriatic, and therefore has formerly been attempted by the Turk ; 
wherefore the Venetians hawe fortified it extraordinarily^ and now, tliough in times 
of firm peace, keep it with ftrong companies both of horfe and foot, l"he general of 
the horfe came in another galley with us ; he was firft Tpvelcomed with a volley of great 
and fmall foot from tlie walls ; then by three nobles therein, feveral officers command¬ 
ing, he was accompanied to the town hail, where his brief patent once read, he had 
the ftaff and precedency of his^ predecelTor, After a day^s view of this place, 
failed to Spalatro, a city of Sclavonia, kept by the Venetians as the only emporium, 
plied fuccefiively wfith two gallies, which' carry between Venice and that place fuch 
merchandize as are tranfported into Turkey, or from thence brought Jn, It ftands in 
a nioft pleafaiit valley on the fouth fide of great mountains. In the wall, towards the 
lea, appears a great remainder of a gallery in Dioclefian’s palace : fouthw^ard of the town 
is the 4a, which makes an open port capable of holding ten or twelve gaOies: without 
is an uiileciire bay for great ftiips, at the entrance above half a mile broad ; yet not fo 
renowned for the ikill of Oftavius, who chained it up when he befieged Salonas, as 
for the fierce refolution ofVukeiiis and his company there talien. In this town the 
Venetians .allow the great Turk to takecuftom of rhe merchandize ; whereupon there 
refides his Emir or treafurer, who pays him thirty-five thoufand dollars a year, as him- 
felf and others told me. There are high walls and ftrong companies to guard this 
citv, yet I heard their chief fafety to be in having fo unufeful and fmall an haven; 
■wherdore the Turkefteems Spalatro in effect but as a land town, nor fo much worth as 
his prifeiit cuftom, and fo covets it not Like Sara ; for if he did, he has a terrible advan¬ 
tage upon it, having taken from the Venetians Clyffi, not above Jour miles off, which is 
the ftrongeft land fortrefs that I ever beheld, 

Ai: Spalatro having ftaid three days, our caravan v/as furniffied with horfes ; the firft 
journey we began about fuii-fet; our lodging, two miles off, w^e pitched upon a little 
hill grown over with juniper, once the feat of Salonae, a city famous for their bravery 
a-Tamfl Ofitavius: there is not now fo much as a ruin left, excepting a poor piece of 
Dioclefian^s aqueduft. Hence we paffed the hills of Dogliana, far higher than the 
Alps, and fo fteep, as in our defeent for three days together, it was a greater pi'ecipice, 
than is of half a day’s coming down from mount Cenis into Piemont. Having for 
the moft part rode thus nine days, we came into a fpacious and fruitful plain, which 
at the weft, where we entered, at leaft ten miles over, is on the north and fouth fldes 
immured with ridges of eafy and pleafant hills, ftiU by degrees ftreightiiing the plain, 
till after fix or fevm miles riding it grows not above a mile broad ; there we found 
the city Saraih, which extends from, the one fide to the other, and takes up part of 
both afeents. At the eaft end ftands a caftle upon a fteep rock, commanding the town 
and paffage eaftward : this is the metropolLs of the kmgdom ofBo&ahj it is but 
meanly built, and not great, reckoning about fourfeore mefehetees, and twenty thou- 
land houfes. 

In my three days abode, the moft notable things I found, was the goodnefs of the 
water, and vaft, almoft giant-like, ftatiire of the men, which, with their bordering upon 
Germany, made me fuppofe them to be the offspring of thofe old Germans noted by 
Csefar and Tacitus for their huge fize, which in other places is now degenerate into 
the ordinary proportions of men. Hence at our departure we went along with the 

5 balliaw 


A VOYAGE INTO THE LEVANT, BY HENRY BLOOMT, ESQ. 225 

bafliaw of Bofnah, his troops going for the war of Poland ; they were, of horfe and 
foot, between fix or feven thouf^d, but went fcattering; the bafliaw not yet in perfon, 
the talting leave of th^i friends, Ipirited many with drinlc, difcontent, and inlb- • 
lency, which made them fitter company for the devil than for a Chriftian: myfelf, 
after rnany launces and knives threatened upon me, was invaded by a drunken JanifTary* 
whofe iron mace, entangled in his other furniture, gave me time to flee among the 
rocks, whereby I eficap^ untouched. Thus we marched ten days through a hilly 
country, cold, not inhabited, and m a maimer a continued wood, moll of pine trees. 
At length we reached Valliovah, a pretty little town upon the confines of Hungary ; 
where the^ camp Haying fome days, we left them behind, and being to pafs a wood near 
the OhriHian country, doubting it to be (as confines are) full of thieves, we divided 
our caravan of fix fcore horfe in two parts; half with the perfons, and goods of lead 
efteem, we fent a day before the reft, that fo the tliieves, having a booty, might be 
gone before we came, w'hich happened accordingly; they were robbed; one thief, 
and two of ours flain ; fome hundred dollars worth of goods loft. The next day we 
pafled, and found fixteen tliieves in a narrow paflage, before whom we fet a good 
guard of harquebuzes and piftols,,till the weaker fort paffed by; fo in three days we 
came fafe to Belgrada. 

This city, anciently called Taurunum, or Alba Graeca, was the metropolis of 
Hungary, till won by fultan Soliman the fecond, in the year 1525. ft is one of the 
moll pleafant, ftately, and commodious fituations that I have feen; it Hands moll in a 
bottom, encompaffed eaftward by gentle and pleafant afcents, employed in orchards or 
vines; fouthward is an eafy hill, part poffeffed with buildings, the reft a burying- 
place of well nigh three miles in corapafs, fo full of graves as one can be by anoAer ; 
the weft end yields a right magnificent afpeft, by reafon of an cminency of land jetting 
out further than the reft, and bearing a goodly ftrong caftle, whofe walls are two miles 
abou^ excellently fortified with a dry ditch and out works. This caftle on the weft 
fide is walked by the great river Sava, which on the north of the city lofes itfelf in 
the Danubius, of old called Ifter, now Duny, and is held the greatell river in the 
world, deep and dangerous for navigation, runs eaftward into the Euxine or Black Sea, 
in its paflage receiving fifty and odd rivers, moll of them navigable. Two rarities, I 
w'as told of this river, and with my own experience found true; one was, that at 
mid-day and mid-night, the ftream runs flower by much than at other times; this they 
find by the noife of thofe boat-mills, whereof there are about twenty, like thofe upon 
the Rhoane at Lions; their clackers beat much flower at thofe times than elfe, which 
argues like dift'erence in the motion of the wheel, and by confequence of the ftream ; 
the caufe is neither any reflux, nor ftop of current by wind or otherwife, for there is 
no encreafe of water obferved. The other wonder is, that where thofe two great cur¬ 
rents meet, their waters mingle no more than water and oil; not that either floats 
above other, but join unniixed ; fo that near the middle of the river, I have gone in a 
boat, and tafted ol the Danuby as clear and pure as a well; then putting my hand not 
an inch further, I have taken of the Sava as troubled as a ftreet channel, tafting the 
gravel in my teeth; yet did it not tafte unaious, as I expeaed, but hath fome other 
fecret ground of the antipathy, which though not eafily found out, is very effeaual; 
for they run thus threefcore miles together, and for a day’s journey I have been an 
eye witnefs.thereof. 

The caftle is excellently furnilhed with artillery, and at the entrance there ftands an 
arfenal with fome, forty or fifty fair brafs pieces, moil bearing the arms and infcription 
of Ferdinand the einperor. That which to me feemed llrangeft in this caftle (for I 
V01..X. gg had 
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had free liberty to pry up and down) was a round tower called the Zindana, a cruelty 
not by them deviJM, and feldom prafilfedj it is like old Rome’s Gemonise: the 
tower is lai'ge and round, but within fevered into many fquares of long beams, fet on 
end about four feet afunder j each beam was ftuck frequently with great flelh hooks; 
the perfon condemned was naked, let fall amonglt thofe hooks, which gave^ him^a 
quick or lading raifery, as he chanced to light; then at the bottom the river is let m 
by grates, whereby all putrefaftion was waflied away. Within this great caftle is 
ano^er little one, with works of its own; I had like to have mifearried with approach¬ 
ing the entrance, but the rude noife, and worfe looks of the guard, gave me a timely 
apprehenfioii with fudden paffage, and humiliation, to fweeten them, and get off; 
for, as I after learned, there is kept great part of the Grand Sagnior's treafure, to be 
ready when he wars on that fide the empire; it is death for any Turk or Chriftian to 
enter ; and the captain is never to go forth without particular licenfe from the empe¬ 
ror. Here the balhaw of Temefuar, joining the people of Buda, and his own with 
Uiofe of Belgrade and Bofnah, they were held encamped on the fouth fide of the 
town, yet not fo feverely, but the Spahies, Janiffaries, and Venturiers, had leave to go 
before to the general rendezvous, as they pleafed, though moft of them ftaid to at¬ 
tend the bafliaws; they there expefihed Murath bafliaw; he, five days after our arrival, 
came in with few foot, but four thoufand horfe, of the Spahy Timariot’s; fuch brave 
horfes, and men fo dexterous in the ufe of the launce, I had not feen. Then was 
made public proclamation to hang all fuch Janillaries as ihould be found behind thefe 
forces. With them the next day w^e fet forward for Sophia,_ which in twelve days 
we reached. The baftiaws did not go all in company, but fetting forth about an hour 
one after another, drew out their troops in length without confufion, not in much exacf 
order of file and rank, as near no enemy. In this and our former march, I much 
admired rhat we had a caravan loaded with clothes, filks, tiffues, and otlier rich com¬ 
modities, were fo fafe, not only in the main army, but in ftraggling troops, amongff 
whom we often wandered, by reafon of recovering the Jews fabbath j but I found the 
caufe to be the cruelty of juftice; for thieves upon the way are empaled without 
delay, or mercy; and there was a Saniack, with two hundred horfe, who did nothing 
but coaft up and down the country, and every man who could not give a fair ac¬ 
count of his being where he found him, was prefently ftrangled, though not known 
to have offended ; for their juftice, although not fo rafli as we fuppofe, yet will rather 
cut off two innocent men, than let one offender efcape ; for in the execution of an 
innocent, they think if he be held guilty, the example works as well as if he Were 
guilty indeed; and where a conftant denial makes the faff doubted, in that execution, 
the refentment fo violent terrifies the more: therefore to prevent diforders fometimes, 
in the beginnings of war, colourable piinifliments are ufed, where juft ones are want¬ 
ing, This fpeedy and remorfelels feverity makes that when their great armies lie 
about any town or pafs, no man is endamaged or troubled to fecure his goods; in 
which refpefl it pretends more effefl upon a bad age than our Chiriftian compaflion, 
which is fo eafily abufed, as we cannot raife two or three companies of foldiers, but 
they pilfer and rifle wherefoever they pafs; wherein the want of cruelty upon delin¬ 
quents, caufes much more oppreliion of the innocent, which is the greateft cruelty of 
all. Yet without their army there want not fcandals, for in the way we palled by a 
Palanga, which is a village fortified with mud walls againft thieves, where we found 
a fmall caravan to have been affaulted the day before, and divers remaining fore 
wounded ; for through all Turkey, efpecially in defart places, there are many moun¬ 
taineers, or outlaws, hke the Wildirilh, who live upon fpoil,and are not held members 
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of the ftate, but enemies, and ufed accordingly. In all our march, though I could 
not perceive much difcipline, as not npr an adverfe party, yet I wondered to fee fuch 
a multitude fo clear of confufion, violence, want, ficltnefs, or any other diforder; 
and, though we were almoft three fcore thoufand, and fometimes found not a town 
in feven or eight days, yet was there fuch plenty of good biiket, rice, and mutton, as 
wherefoever I pafled up and down to view the Spahies and others in their tents, they 
would often make me fit and eat with them very plentifiilly and well. The feveral 
courts of the balhaws were fei-ved in great ftate, each of them having three or four 
fcore camels, befides fix or feven fcore carts to carry the baggage j and when the 
balhaw himfelf took horfe, he had five or fix coaches, covered with cloth of gold or 
rich tapeftry, to carry his wives; fome had with them twelve or fixteen, the leaft ten j 
who, w^hen they entered the coach, there were men fet on each fide, holding up a 
row of tapeftry to cover them from being feen by the people, although they were 
after the furkifli manner muffled, that nothing but the eye could appear. Sefides 
thefe wives each balhaw hath as many, or likely more. Catamites, which are their 
ferious loves; for their wives are ufed (as the Turks themfelves told me), but to drefs 
their meat, to laundrels, and for reputation. The boys, likely of twelve or fourteen 
years old, fome of them not above nine or ten, are ufually clad in velvet or fcarlet, 
with gilt Icymeters, and bravely mounted, with fumptuous furniture ^ to each of them 
a foldier appointed, who tvalks by his bridle for his fafety. When they are all in order, 
there are excellent fherbets given to any who will drink j then the balhaw takes horfe, 
before whom ride a dozen or more j who with ugly drums, brafs dilhes, and wind-in- 
ftruments, noife along moft part of the journey. Before all thefe go officers, who 
pitch his tent where he lhall dine or lodge; when meat is ferved up, efpeciaUy at 
night, all the people give three great fhouts. Thefe are the chief ceremonies I 
remember. 


That which lecured and emboldened my enquiry and paflage thela twelve days 
march, was an accident the firft night, which was thus: the camp being pitched on 
the fhore of Danubius, I went (but timoroufly) to view the fervice about Murath 
bafhaw’s court, where one of his favourite boys elpying me to be a ftrangcr, gave me 
a cup of fherbet; I, in thanks, and to make friends in court, prefented him with a 
pocket looking-glafs, in a little ivory cafe, ■nith a comb, fuch as are fold at Weftminfter- 
hall for four or five Ihillings a piece. The youth, much taken therewith, ran and 
Ihewed it to the balhaw, who prefently fent for me, and making me fit and drink 
coffee in his prefence, called for one that fpoke Italian; then demanding of nly con¬ 
dition, purpofe, country, and many other particulars, it was my fortune to hit his 
humour fo right, as at laft he alked, if my law did permit me to ferve under them 
going againft the Polack, who is a Chriftian; promifing, with his hand upon hiS 
breaft, that if I would, I ftiould be enrolled of his companies, furniffied with a good 
horfe, and of other neceffaries be provided with the reft of his houlhold. I humbly 
thanked him for his favour, and told him, that to an Englifhman it was lawful to 
ferve under any who were in league with our king, and that our king had not only a 
league svith^ the Grand Seignior, but continually held an ambalfador at his court, 
cfteeming him the greateft monarch in the world; fo that niy fervice there, efpecially 
if I behaved myfelf not unworthy of my nation, would be exceedingly well received 
in England ; and the Polack, though in name a Chriftian, yet of a feft, which for 
idolatry, and many other points, we much abhorred; wherefore the Eiigliffi bad of 
late helped the Mufcovite againft him, and would be forwarder under the Turks, 
whom we not only honoured for their glorious actions in the world, but alfo loved 
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for the kind commerce of trade which we find amongft them: but as for my prefent 
engagement to the war, with much forrow I acknowledged my incapacity, by reafonl 
wanted language, which would not only render me incapable of commands, and fo 
unferviceable, but alfo endanger me in tumults, where I appearing a ftranger, and 
not able to exprefs my affection, might be miftaken, and ufed accordingly; tvhere- 
fore I humbly entreated his highnels’s leave to follow my poor afiairs, with an eternal 
obligation to blazon this honourable favour wherefoever I came. He forthwith bid 
me do as liked me belt; wherewith I took my leave, but had much confidence in his 
favour, and went often to obferve his court. In this journey we pafied through a 
pretty little to\’ra called Nifle, where we ftaid while the Jews kept their fabbath. 
Here, a little before night, wine having pofleffed a Janizary, and one other Turk, who 
rode in my coach, they fell out with two country fellows, and by violence took an axe 
from one of them, not to rob him, but for prefent ufe thereof; which being done, 
I gave him his axe again, as not willing, in that place, to have fo much as the be¬ 
holder’s pai't in a quarrel. Thefe fellows dogged us, the Janizary they miffed, but at 
midnight came to our coach where we flept, and opened the cover ; whereat I fpeaking 
in Italian, they knew me; wherefore leaving me, they drew the Turk by tlie neck 
and flioulders, and gave him two blows with fcyineters, one over the arm, the other 
upon the head, in fuch fort as we left him behind in great danger of death : they fled, 
I was found there all bloody and fo taken, had furely the next day been executed, 
but that within lefs than half an hour the hurt perfon, coming to his fenfes, cleared 
me, telling how it came, and by whom. 

Thus in twelve days we came to Sophia, the chief city (after the Turkilh divifion) of 
Bulgary, but, according to the other geography, it ftands in Macedonia, upon the 
confines of Theffaly j nor hath it yet loft the old Grecian civility, for of all the cities 
I ever paffed, either in Chriftendom or without, I never law any w'here a ftranger is 
lefs troubled either with affronts or gaping. It ftands almoft in the midft of a long 
and fruitful valley ; on the north fide about lour miles diftant, runs a ridge of low 
hills} fouthward, three miles off, ftands an high and fteep mountain, where fnow ap- 
p^rs all the year. The Jews and Chriftians have here the doors of their houfes little 
above three feet high, which they told me was, that the Turks might not bring in their 
horfes, who elfe would ufe them for ftables in their travel j which I noted for a fign of 
greater flavery than in other places. 

Here is the feat of the Beglerbeg, or Viceroy of all Greece, by the Turks called 
Rumely, with many brave mefcheetoes, efpecially the great one in the middle of the 
town, and another on the fouth fide, with a magnificent college. It hath many ftately 
hanes or kirevanferahs, and exquifite baths ■, the principal hath a hot fountain. Here 
the bufinefs of our caravan ended, nor had ray Janizary much defire to take any of 
new; for he naturally having more of the merchant in him than of the foldier, would 
not go further for fear of being forced to the war; wherefore he ftaid twenty days at 
Sophia, till the camp was removed, and the Grand Seignior returned to Conftantinople. 
Thus I never faw the emperor’s perlbn, nor the main body of the army; only herein was 
my fuccels fhort. As foon as the Janizary thought the coaft clear, we went four coaches 
in three days to Potarzeeke; the paflage is famous for antiquities. Sixteen or eighteen 
miles eaftward of Sophia, we paff^ over the hill Rhodope, where Orpheus lamented his 
Euridice. It hath divers inequalities of ground, none very fteep, all covered with low 
woods, now watched with divers, who by reafon of the frequent robberies there com¬ 
mitted, do by little drums give the inhabitants warning of all fulpicious paffengers. In 
the loweft of thofe defcents runs a little brook, of which I conjeaured, and a learned 
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Jew (to whom I owe moft of my information) confirmed, that the old poets had made 
the river Strymon, where the difconfolate Orpheus was torn in pieces % the Thracian 
dames} for that place hath ever been uncertainly reckoned to Macedonia, Thrace, and 
Thefialy. 

At Isift we came to an high and large-mountain, of a day’s journey over ; the Jew 
held it to be the Thermopylae, a place as ftoutly contefted for of old, as now the Valto- 
line with us j herewith he told me that eaftern cuftom of wearing turbands came from 
thence ; and that how once the barbarous people having the Grecian army at a great 
advantage, there was no other remedy, but that fome few fhould make good that narrow 
paflage, while the main of the army might efcape away: there were brave fpirits who 
undertook it j and knowing they went to an inevitable death, they had care of nothing 
but fepulture, which of old was much regarded ; wherefore each of them carried his 
winding fheet wrapped about his head, and then with lofs of their own lives faved their 
fellows i whereupon, for an honourable memorial of that exploit, the Levantines ufed 
to wrap white linen about their heads, and the faftiion fo derived upon the Turk. 

This may be the ftory of Leonidas with his three hundred Spartans, but corrupted by 
time and tradition. When I had confidered the paflage, it feemed capable of his relation j 
and this might well be the Thermopylae, if they were fo near the Philippick fields ; for 
befides his confeliion, the tradition of divers there inhabiting, and all concordance of 
ftories aflhre us, that the champaign between this mountain and Philippopolis, of about 
forty or fifty miles long, was from that city built by Philip, called Campi Philipici, famous, 
for the Roman civil wars, there decided in two battles, the firll between Cjefar and 
Pompey, the other between Auguftus and Mark Anthony, agaiuft Brutus and Caffius. 
The plain, but that it is-a valley, much refembles our downs of Marlborough, where 
the Saxons, as it is thought, had a great battle; for juft in that manner there yet re¬ 
mained the heaps where the llaiu were buried, and good part of the trenches: the two 
battles were fought fixteen or eighteen miles afunder, as appears by the fepulchres and 
the trenches; Caefar’s was next the hill, the other nearer Philippopolis ; which, for 
want of other authority, I conjeftured thus; firft, in Caelar’s battle there died but 
fifteen thoufand two hundred, in the other almoft twice as many; this proportion is 
made good in the heaps, thofe towards Philippopolis being greater, and much more in 
number than the other : then Csefar writes, that after Pompey, and the main of his 
army was fled, a refidue not yet difperfed, retired to a hill fix miles oft, which had a 
river run under it; this fquares right with a hill on the fouth fide of Potarzeeke, a 
little town between the two camps, and where my two days abode gave me leifure to 
read Casfars commentary thereon, which on purpofe I carried to confer upon the 
place, for the better impreflion ; this Potarzeeke; had it not been remarkable for the 
place, was not worth mentioning, for it is but a fmall town, reckoning not above four 
thoufand houfes, but is very pleafant with hills, and a river fouthward. 

Hence we pafied eaftward, through the reft of the plain along the monuments of 
Brutus and Caffius’s defeature. The tumuli are many, forae great, fome fmall, more 
or lefs clofe together, as the ftaughter happened, and reach at leaft eight or nine miles 
in length, extending, as it feems the flight did, towards Philippopolis, nowmTurkifli 
called Philibee, where in two days we arrived. 

A little before the city, on the north fide, we faw the Grand Seignior’s ftable of 
camels, where is place and order for five thoufand camels, which carry his provifion 
when he wars on this fide his empire; and then the general rendezvous ufes to be in 
thefe Philippick fields, now termed the plain of Potarzeeke, through which alfo rims 

the river Mariffa, in fome places called Hebrus, fliallow, but very broad: over this 
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river, at the north entry of Phylibee, is a vaft wooden bridge, more than a quMter of 
a mile long: through the midft of this city, from north to fouth, runs a ridge of 
rocky hills, partly taken up with buildings, the reft with fepultures; among wtuch I 
found a little Greek chapel, built in the old Gentililme, as a Greek told me, and it 
appears alfo by the round form, with equal divifion of altars; there remains nothing 
remarkable: after five days ftay, vre tvent four days journey through many pretty 
towns of Thrace, till we came to the chief city thereof, and one of the principal in 
all Turkey : this is Adrianople in Turkilh Heidrianee, of Hadrian, who repaired it: 
originally it was ftyled Oreftie from its founder; for as the Greeks there pretend, it was 
built by Oreftes fon to Agamemnon : until the conqueft of Conftantinople, it was the 
Turks imperial feat. North-eaft, north, and north -weft, lie certain low and eafy hills, 
amongft which glides the little river Tuny, from the north fide of the city to the weft, 
where meeting a branch of the Mariffa, it pafles a mile or more fouth-eaft, where joining 
with the other branch, it runs ftately through the adjoining plain, on which Xerxes 
firft muttered his vaft army, when he had patted the Hellefpont. 

This city, among divers other names, hath been called Trimontium, becaufe it 
ftands upon three little hills, or rather one low hill with three eminences; the midft 
is the higheft and largeft, upon the top whereof, as the crown and glory of the other 
buildings, ftands a ftately meikeeto built by^ Sultan Solyman the fecond, with four high 
and curious fpires, at each corner one, as the manner of Turkey is; not upon the 
church like our fteeples, but from the ground; each of them hath three rounds on 
the outfide, for the priefts walk, and at the top a great globe and half-moon of gold: 
the body of the melkeeto like thofe of Conftantinople (though far more curious) is at 
the bottom quadrangular, having four ftories in heighth; the two uppennoft fo con- 
trafted, as that divifion which quarters the two loweft into four angles a-piece, cafts 
each of them into eight; at either angle of the upper ftory is a great round pyramid: 
they fupport the roof, in form round and eminent, all covered with lead, upon the top 
whereof is fet a globe of gold, whereon ftands a golden pillar and an half moon : at the 
bottom of this building are made ten conduits wdth cocks, on the north fide, and as 
many on the fouth, for people to wafli before divine fervice; to which ufe alfo, on the 
weft fide in the churchyard, are thirty or forty cocks under a fountain fo fumptuous, 
as excepting one at Palermo, I have not feen a better in Chriftendom; on the eaft fide 
are the chief priefts lodgings and garden; round the churchyard are cloifters, baths, a 
college with lodgings for priefts, and other neceffary offices, all covered with large 
round tunnels of lead. This edifice is not great, but of ftruclure fo neat, and that 
To advantageous by fituation, as renders it not only ftately and magnificent, but with 
fuch a delicacy as 1 have not feen in any other place, no not in Italy. Befide' this 
melkeeto, there is another brave one with four fpires, built by Sultan Selym, and many 
other of two a-piece, with fair colleges, cloifters, and baths, equal to the monafteries 
of any one city in Chriftendom for quality, though not in number: it hath alfo many 
fair hanes, all covered in like manner, fo likewife are their befefteins or exchanges, 
whereof it hath four or five, forae not much inferior to ours in London, efpecially one 
wffich I gueffed half a mile in length, and richly furnilhed with w'ares: the chief 
bridges are four, vaft and high, all of ftone: from the fouth bridge is the belt view of 
the city, where it makes a gallant Ihew'. There yet remain the walls of the old town, 
which now contain the fourth and worft part, inhabited by Zinganaes, Chriftians, Jews, 
and others efteemed as refufe people; a little without the city northward, ftands the 
Grand Seignior’s feraglio, with a park walled, fome three miles in corapafs ; the palace 
i? very low, all covered with lead rifing up for a flat, into a lliarp round, and feems 
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but 13 ce a garden-houfe for pleafure: it is kept by his Agemoglans, to entertain not only 
the Grand Seignior,, but, in his abfence, any bafhaw or other principal miniller. 

After ten days ftay at Adtianople, we rode up and down as bufinefs required, to 
Burgaz, Churio, and divers other pretty towns, all of them adorned with dainty mef- 
keetoes, colleges, hofpitals, hanes, and bridges : for it is in Turkey as in other king¬ 
doms, the nearer to the imperial city, the more ftatcly is the country inhabited: having 
thus travelled fix days, we came to Selibre, of old Selymbria; no great tqwn, but 
bigger than the reft, and very antient; the old caftle and walls not quite deinolifiied r 
it ftands upon the fouth end of a long but low hill: the other three points are eii- 
compaffed by fea, with a rocky and unfafe port; from whence on the other fide of 
the bay, you may difcern a round hill, upon which remain fome ruins of the old city 
Heraclea; here we ftaid two days, then with fome diverfion, in three more we reached 
Conftantinople : thus had we made from Spalatra fifty-two days journey, and as many 
in feveral abodes; ever lodging upon the ground, for the moft part in open fields ; 
and paffing by land fifteen hundred miles Englifli; not in the direft way, for that had 
been fliorter, but as led by the bufinefs of the Jews, who were patrons of the caravan r 
Conftantinople, by the Turks called Stambole (which as they told me fignifies faith 
and plenty) hath an uncertain original, is famous for its ruin under the emperor 
Severus, and its reparation by Conftantine: at other times it hath been facked, but 
finally ann. 1453, W another Conftantine, as the former fon to another Helen : 
in this lofe it may be faid to gain; for it is fince at an higher glory than it had before, 
being made head of a far greater empire: of old it was ever baited, by the Thracians 
on the one fide, and Grecians on the other; but now it commands over both: I ftaid 
here but five days, wherefore I had not leifure for much obfervation ; in this hafte, 
I put my thoughts upon two points; firft, to view the chief public fights, then to con- 
fider the judgement of thofe ancient emperors, who fo often thought of transferring 
the leat of the empire from Rome thither : for the firft; the emperor’s perfon I could 
not fee, who was then at Scutari, which is as it were part of Conftantinople,. though 
fevered by the mouth of the Black Sea a mile over. The feraglio I faw as far as 
ftrangers ufed to do, having accefs only into the fecond court: a building low, and 
outwardly but mean ; with a low cloifter of many fmall pillars: the infide I faw not;. 
but an infinite fwarm of officers and attendants I found, with a filence and reverence fo- 
wonderful, as fhewed in what awe they Hand of their fovereign; a ftone’s caft from 
the outerraoft entrance ftands that famous old church Sandia Sophia; thence went I to 
fee the other raefkeetoes, that of Mahomet the fecond, who won the town; that of 
Achmat, which is the moft fplendid of all; into that of Sultan Solyman 1 went to 
view it throughout, but found it no way equal to his other at Adrianople, which in ray 
eye is much more magnificent than any of thofe at Conftantinople. Then faw I the 
Egyptian obeliik, the brazen pillar of three fnakes, the aqueduft, and many otheP 
things, with that horrid gap made by fire ann. iti33» they report feventy thou- 

fand houfcs to have perilhed. The other, and chief part of ray contemplation, confifted 
in the fituation ; which of all places that I ever beheld, is the moft apt to command the 
world; for by land it hath immediate commerce with Greece, Thrace, and from Scu¬ 
tari with Alia: by fea the Pontus or Black Sea, and the Marmora or Hellefpont, not 
only fumifh it with infinite ftore of fifh in port, but readily carry their commodities 
abroad, and bring others home ; and, which is above all, the mouths of both thofe 
feas are fo narrow that no paffage can be forced againft the caftles; fo as for ftrength, 
plenty, and commodity, no place can equal it: then it ftands alraoft in the middle of 
the world, and thereby capable of performing commands over many-countries, without 
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any great prejudice of diflance ; the want whereof caufed that the authority of Rome 
could never reach the Parthiajis, and hardly Germany, and raifed that maxim left by 
Auguftus— Coercendos imperii termhios: for he who confiders the hidden accidents of 
ftate, with the difficulties of remote forces, and other difpatches, muft needs acknow¬ 
ledge the ncceffity of, as it were, a mathematical correfpondence from the center to 
the circumference. This perhaps the crown of Spain finds too true, whofe greatnefs 
could not elfe, in the Ikirts of its empire, receive fuch blows from liich petty enemies 
as it does. In that I obferved no more of fo great a city, I do not much accufe myfelf; 
-for the chief time I had to view w'as my firft tivo days, when I lodged with the Turks 
in the hane of Mahomet Bafhaw; afterward I ffiifted into Chriftian habit, and went 
over to Galata, where I w'as very courteoufly entertained in the houfe of an Englifh 
gentleman, to whom I was recommended ; next, after I had kiffed the hands of the 
right honourable Sir Peter Weych, Lord Ambaflador for his Majefty of England, I took 
an inftant opportunity of paflage for Egypt, upon the Black Sea fleet, which three days 
after departed for Alexandria: here I found the company of a French gentleman and 
a Flemifh j we embarked upon the admiral's galleon, hiring to ourfelves the gunner’s 
room, of the mafters thereof, who were two renegadoes that fpake good Italian. 
Strait we fet fail forth of the Marmora dow'n,the Hellefpont, in all 86 veflels ; in two 
days arrived at Gallipoly, fo named of the French, whofe fury hath many old monu¬ 
ments in the Levant j here we lay at anchor that night, flaying for fome comrnilfions 
which were to come after, or as I rather conjectured, for news of the Rhodian gallies, 
which the next day met us a little below the cattles, to be our convoy againft piracy 
or Cliriltians, Some thirty miles beneath Gallipoly is the ftreightefl paffage of the Hel¬ 
lefpont, not above half a mile broad ; a place formerly famous for Xerxes' bridge, but 
much more glorious in the loves of Hero and Leander. Thefe caftles, called the Dar- 
danelli, command the paflTage, and are the fecurity of Conftaminople on that fide: that 
upon Europe, antiently Seflos, is made with two tow ers, one within the orherj the mmoft 
highefl, by reafon of the rifing ground upon which they ftand, each bearing the form 
of three femicircles, with the out-wall triangular: the other, upon the Afian fhore, is 
far ftronger, flanding on the mariih level: it is of form fquare, with four round turrets, 
at each corner one; in the middle before flands an high fquare tower commanding over 
all. This formerly was named Abydos, not that the buildings remain the fame, but 
often Te-edified in the fame place. We pafled fo leifurely as gave me time to note the 
artillery, which I found thin aloft, but plentiful at the bottom upon the ground, looking 
out at feveral holes made in the foundation of the walls, which flriking in a level, hits 
.a Ihip between wind and water, and is a plantation much more efieftual than that above. 
About fome forty miles fail forth of that ftreight, on the Afian fide, we reached Cape 
Janizar, antiently Promontorium Sigteum, where Troy flood, of which nothing remains 
•to be feen but a piece of an old wall fome forty or fifty paces long, hard by the fea, and 
-therefore faid by Virgil to have been built by Neptune. So hath that famed town now 
put on immortally, having no exiftence but in poetry ; whofe fiCfions, by complying 
with the fancy of man, uphold therafelves beyond the reality of their fubjeCf- Befide 
the conceit of fuch a min, I took care to confider the judgement of antiquity in 
the fituation, which I find not to have been extraordinary, either for pleafure, commo¬ 
dity, or ftrength. The promontory makes an Tingle which hath two fides encompafled 
by lea; from fouth weft to weft, with a compals turning from weft to north ; on the 
other fide lies a barren Tandy plain now termed Troade, which, fome fifteen or twenty 
miles from fea, is environed by a ridge of hills, the moft eminent whereof the Turks 
at this day call Ide, whereby I acknowledged it for that Ida, where prince Paris retiring 
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from all wife affairs of ftate, and preferment of court, lived an effeminate and luxurious 
life; which, clad in fable, fames him there to have preferred Venus before Minerva, 
and Juno; and to have given her the golden fruit of his youth, for wliich fiie favoured 
him in the rape of Helen; but becaufe neither Minerva nor Juno afllfted that impreafe, 
therefore it proved both imwife and dUhonourable. About two leagues weftward, is 
the little ifiand Tenedos, known for concealing the Grecian navy at the taking of Troy, 
Hence we failed down the Archipelago, through thofe illandsfo famed for antiquities—• 
Nullnm fine nmnine faxum: among them my eye felected Santos, Scio, and Pathmos ; 
for the wind fteering larboard, drove us within difcovery thereof. Samos is the only 
place in the world under whofe rocks grow fponges. The people, from their infancy, 
are bred up with dry bifcuit, and other extenuating diet, to make them extreme lean; 
then taking a fpunge wet in oil, they hold it, part in their mouths and part without, 
fo they go under water, where, at firft they cannot ftay long; but, after praflice, fonie 
of the leanell flay above an hour and a half, even till all the oil of the fponge be 
corrupted; and by the law of the ifiand, none of that trade is fuffered to marry, until 
he have flayed half an hour under water. Thus, they gather fponges from the bottom 
of rocks, more than an hundred fathom deep; which, with many {lories of thefeiflands, 
was told me by certain Greeks in our galleon. Scio is reinai’kable for maflick, Pot 
elfewhere found, and there only upon the fouth fide of the hill, which I thought to be 
as a plant not enduring the cold winds, or contrary vapours of the north j they imputed 
it to St, Theodore’s tears, when led that way to martyrdom. Yet, unlefs he traverfed 
much ground, many of thofe trees grow where he never came. I applauded their 
belief, but kept mv own. Pathmos is renowned for many aHions of Saint John ; I 
fancied none, till the Greeks pointed out a rock, under which they affirmed to be a 
grot, wherein he wrote his Apocalypfe. In fome points, things confecrated are imitated 
by the ordinary w^ys of men; to inflance, in prohme pieces. Mahomet was two 
years in a grot, writing his Alcoran j the Sybils moflly lived and prophefied in grots, 
as myfelf have feen her’s at Cumm; as alfo the lludy and habitation of Virgil, in a grot 
at mount Pofilipo. Many old oracles were delivered out of caverns or grots; in fome 
the higheft fancies of men have been produced in fuch places; which, in thofe who 
have no divine credit, I impute partly to the privacy and afpeft of thofe retreats, which 
being gloomy, flill, andfolemn, fettle and contraS: the mind into profound fpeculation j 
but efpecially to the quality of the air, a thing of main importance to difpofe the wit. 
The air of thofe rocky caverns is not fo damp and earthy as that of dungeons, not fo 
immaterial or wafting, to unfettle and tranfport the phantafy, as that above ground j 
but of a middle temper, wherewith it affe£ls the brain in fuch a fort as is fittefl to exer- 
cife its inteileftual faculty, to the height of what its compofition bears. Thus, after we 
had in eleven days paffed the fouthern, and greateft part of Ulyffes’s ten years voyage, 
we came before Rhodes, at the eafl end of the ifiand, where we entered the wind-mill 
port, fo named by reafon of many wind-mills Handing before it. Hard by there is 
another port more inward, for the gallies, and of entrance fo fhallow, as is not capable 
of deep veffels. Here we flayed three days, which gave me fome view of the place, and 
that fo much the more, by being taken for a fpy; for in Rhodes there is no 
pretence of merchandize for a chriflian j and but that my excufe of going upon a wager 
into Egypt feemed poffible, I had here been lofl. Yet, in that fufpicion, fome of them, 
out of fuch bravery as I had once before found in their camp, fliowed me the palace or 
fortrefs of the grand mailer formerly, with the out-works, and three great deep ditches, 
all cut in the quick rock round the caftle, except one part where it joins with the chiel 
Jlreet. Then they fliewed pie a high window towards the weft, tellmg me this ftory: 
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tl t when Sultan Solyman befieged the town, there flood in that window, the grand 
’.lifter, with a nephew of his, and a chief engineer. They, conlidering the canip, the 
engineer told him they were happy that the enemy knew not the advantage or luc a 
place, pointing to the fide of a hill, where certain wind-mills Hand; for, quom Jte, i 
they Ihould plant the artillery there, we were loft. lierewith, the young nephew, m 
hopes of prefernxent, took fecretly fonie rurkidi arrows^ aiid from the \vinao\^5^ 
them into the camp, having fini: writ upon them this dilcovery,^ and his name. 1 oy 
being found, the advice was approved, and put iii execution, which forced the 
town in three days to furrenderp Solyman, according to the rule ot princes, more 
brave than politic, caufed the traitor to be put to death, This city, on the calt and 
north, is encoxnpalTed bv fea; the fouth and weft join by land to the reft ot the ^hand- 
It ftands upon a little hill, reaching to the bottom thereof 5 it is four miles trom the old 
city, which flood upon a ftcep high hill, where now remain part of the walls, and a poor 
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I took a boat to view the place where the Coioffus ftood, at the entry 01 ^that haven. 
There is not left any remainder of that ftatuej but the rocks whereon his lootmg was, 
are wide enough for two great fiiips to p^ds both together. Why the Cavalieis md 
transfer their feat from the old city to the new', I could not learn, luilefs it weie tpr the 
port, which being obvious to all comers, they had rather occupy it themfelves turn 
leave k to an invader. Within the city, the arms of I ranee are very fiequent; the 
Spanilh and Imperial not in more than two or three places i ours not at all ^ whereby 
I proportioned the old national iutereit in that order. The moft egregious monuments 
of any one grand mafter is of Peter d’Aubifron, a Frenchman there, governing above 
two hundred years fmee; he, aniongft other uotreble works, ouilt a round towei, with 
many retired ckcles for combatants. In the wall before the haven, to fcourthe irioiuli 
thereof, he made two huge brafs pieces, lo large as I never faw any (lx cminons whofe 
metal could make the leaft ot them. In this if land, the fun is fo powerlLil and con ft ant, 
that it was anciently dedicated to Phoebus- They have a kind of grape as big as a 
damfon, and of that colour ; the vines, if watered, bear all the year, both ripe grapes, 
half ripe, and knots, all together upon the fame vine; yet, that they may not wear out 
too foon, they life to forbear watering of them in December and January, during which 
time they bear not, till after a while that they are watered again. Upon my firft land^ 
ing, I had efpied, among divers very honourable fepulchres, one more brave than the 
reft, and new# I enquired whofe it was; a i urk, not knowing whence 1 was, told me 
it was the captain bafhaw, {lain the year before by two Knglifh fhips, and therewith gave 
fuch a language of our nation, and threatening all whom they fnould light upon, as 
made me, upon all demands, profefs myfelf a Scotchman, which being a name unknown 
to them, faved me; nor did Ifuppofe it any quitting of my country, but ratner a retreat 
from one corner to the other ; and when they enquired more particularly, I, intending 
my own fafety more than their inftruftion, related the truth both of my king and 
country, but in the old obfolete Greek and Latin titles, which was as dark to them as a 
difeourfe of Ifis and Ofyris, Yet, the third day, in the morning, I, prying up and 
down alone, met a Turk, who, in Italian, told me. Ah! are you an Englifliman ; and, 
with a kind of malicious pofture, laying his forefinger under his eye, methought he had 
the looks of a defign: he prefently departed, I got to my galleon, ajid durft go^ to land 
no more# The ^ next morn we departed for Alexandria, in Egypt, accompanied with 
ten ordinary gallies of Rhodes, and three old ones, which went to be fold for fuel# 1 he 
weather, although right in ftero, grew fo high, as the three old gallies pmihed, two in 
the night math all their people, the third by day, in our light? hut defpairing, bv times 

made 
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made up to a galleon, near ours, and faved fuch of her men who were neither chained 
nor otherwife incumbered. After three days full* fail, we arrived in port. Alexandria, 
firll built by Alexander the Great, was, after, beautified by many, but efpecially by 
Pompey; it bears yet the monuments of its ancient glory, pillars in great number and 
fize, both above ground and below, mod of porphiry, and other marble as firm. The 
ancient Egyptians had a cuftoin, now not in ufe, that was, to make as great a part of 
the houfe beneath ground as above ; that below was the molt coftly, with pillars and 
rich pavements for refrelhinent, being their fummer habitation; the upper part had the 
larger pillars for fliew, but not the neateft. Above all the reft, there are three far be¬ 
yond any that I ever faw elfewhere; that of Poinpey, where his allies were laid, upon 
the rocky fliore bard-by, where he was fiain in a boat at fea; it is round, all of one ftone, 
a kind or reddifh grey marble, fo wonderfully large, as made me falute his memory with 
the poet’s prophetical hail —Templis a uroque fepultus-’uilwr umbra fores. It ftands upon 
a four-fquare rocky foundation, on the fouth-fide of the town, without the walls. 
Within, on the north towards the fea, are two fquare obelilks, each of one entire ftone, 
full of Egyptian hierogliphicks, the one ftanding, the other fallen. I think either of 
them thrice as big as that at Conftantinople, or the other at Rome; and, therefore, 
left behind as too heavy for tranfportation. Near thefe obeliflis are the ruins of Cleo¬ 
patra’s palace, high upon the fiiore, with the private gate, whereat fhe received her Mark 
Antony after their overthrow at Afliura. Two ftones-caft further, upon another rock 
over the Ihore, is yet a round tower, one part of Alexander’s palace, where yet, in the 
walls, remains a paffage of brick pipes, part of a vendiduft. The town is now almoft 
nothing but a white heap of ruins, efpecially the eaft and fouth parts. The walls were 
high, and frequently fet with fmall turrets, but not very ftrong, except toward the fea, 
where they ftand upon great fteep rocks. The north and weft are waflied by the fea, 
which makes two ports, each in form of a half-moon; between them runs a long 
narrow neck of kmd, joined once by a bridge, but now made firm land with that then 
an ifiand, called the Pharos; a place which, in Ctefar’s judgment, did command both 
the port and town; of which opinion the Tm'ks now are; and, therefore, contrary to 
their ufual cuftom, they have there built a brave new cafilc, which anfwers another little 
one on the other point of the haven: thefe command the broad entry at leaft a mile 
and a half j but how it could be done before artillery came up, as Caefar affirms, I 
wonder; nor are the banks wider by time, as appears by the walls and old circuit of 
buildings upon the fliore, on the weft-fide of the Pharos; and under proteftion thereof, 
is the other port only for gallies, as too full of flielves and rocks for deep bottoms. 
Frefli water is brought to Alexandria in a large and deep channel cut by men, almoft 
fourfcore miles, through the wilderness, to the Nile. This channel is dry till the river 
overflows, then it runs into the city, but fo low as they are forced to get it up by chained 
buckets, and wheels drawn with oxen j fo it is conveyed and kept in cifterns, whereof 
now there remain but fix hundred of two thoufand at the firft. The earth caft out of 
thofe cifterns, hath made two fair mounts, upon one whereof is fet a watch-tower, to give 
warning of fliips. Upon the fouth of the town lies that vaft fandy plain, great parr 
taken up with the fait lakeMareotis. Eaft ward, not far from the fea, we rode through 
a fandy defart, fome forty miles to Rofetta. All Egypt, where the Nile arrives not, is 
nothing but whiiifli land, bearing no grafs^but two little weeds called Suhit and Gazull, 
which, burnt to afliCsS, and conveyed to Venice, make the fineft chryftal glafl’es; yet are 
there many fort of trees, nourifhed by no moifture but the night dew, which is abundant, 
for in Egypt it fcarce rains once in three or four ages. Above all, infinite number^ of 
palms grow every where, with dates as big as both one’s thumbs. In the plain, the irind 
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drives the fand into folds, like fnow with us, fo, as if any wind ftir, no track of man or 
beafts lafls a quarter of an hour; wherefore, to direct paffengers, there are fet up round 
brick pillars, five or fix yards high, one within a mile of anotlier, which put me in mind 
of the Ifraelites being guided forth of Egypt by pillars. Thus, in a day and an half, 
came we to Rofetta, formerly Canopus, a pretty little city. It flandvS upon the Nile, 
four miles from its entry into the fea; once it was famous for all manner of luxury, 
now it wants nothing thereto but art and a foft government. Here we hired a boat 
for Grand Cairo, three hundred and fixty miles off. In five days we arrived, though 
againft the ftream, and about the higheft of the inundation, for the north-well wind 
helped us well. All that long way, we fcarce palfed four miles, but we found a pretty- 
town upon the banks, likely one of each fide oppofite, which, if Turkilh, they were higli 
built, of brick or other firm flone; but if Arabic and Egyptian, the houles were mofl of 
mud, jull in form of beehives. The Nile, at the higheft, is ordinarily near a mile and a 
quarter over, fometimes making a great plafli of profitable ground. Much benefit of 
the overflow is made by ditches, and gardens watered with wheels drawn by oxen. As 
far as the river waters, is a black mould fo fruitful, as they do but throw in the feed, and 
have four rich harvefts in lefs than four months. Moft part of the banks is fet with 
dainty fugar-canes, flax, and rice. In the way, the wind failing, our watermen drawing 
the boat with ropes from land, there came fix of the vdld Arabs, five on horfeback, one 
on foot, each with a lance, which they can ufe in hand, or dart very dexteroufly. Our 
boat-men, rogues of the fame race, ftood ftUl that they might take the ropes, whereat 
the Janiffary, a flout and honeft Turk, difeharged liis harquebuze at the horfemen, 
who, wheeling about, came fpeedily again, where, finding two of us with piftols guard¬ 
ing the ropes, and awing our boat-men, they durft not come on; nor were they fudden 
in flight, but that the Janiflary let fly once more, and, as feemed to us, tufted through one 
of their turbans; then away they ran. Finally, we arrived at that part of Grand Cairo 
called Bulakho, where we got diretlion to the palace of a Venetian gentleman, the lT 
luftriflimo Seignior Santo Seghezzi, whofe noble way of living gives reputation to his 
country, and protection to all travellers in thofe parts. Here my late companions flayed 
but few days } for, overcome with heat, and fpirited by devotion, they haftened to return 
by Jerufalem. I, not fo impatient of the climate, nor loving company of Chrillians in 
Turkey, and but reafonably affefled to relics, left them, and prefumed to receive a longer 
entertainment; whereto I found an invitation freely noble of itfelf, and with much regard 
to an honourable recommendation of me, fent by his Excellency the Lord Ambaflador 
of Holland, at Conflantinople, Sir Cornelius Haga, who, having known my kinfman. 
Sir James Blount, and fome others of our name, was pleafed, in me, to honour their 
memory. Here my abode, in a family which had there been refident twenty-five years, 
informed me of many things with much certainty. Firll, I muft remember things upon 
record conftantly renewed in office, as the multitude of the mefkeetoes, that is, churches 
and chapels, five and thirty thoufand ; then the noted flreets, four and twenty thoufand, 
befides petty turnings and divilions. Some of thofe flreets I have found two miles in 
length, fome not a quarter fo long; every one of them is locked up in the night, with a 
door at each end, and guarded by a mulketeer, whereby fire, robberies, tumults, and 
other diforders are prevented. 

Without the city, toward the wildernefs, to flop fudden incurfions of the Arabs from 
abroad, there watch on horfeback four faniacks, wiA each of them a thoufand horfe-men. 
Thus is this city every night in the year guarded with eight and twenty thoufand men. 

Thefe extravagant proportions argued fuch a fize of the main body, as made me delire 
an entire view thereof, which I got in feveral places, but bell of all from the top of the 
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caftle, which is founded upon a rocky afcent on the eaft fide of the city; it is not quite 
decayed, nor diligently kept, but held rather as the bafliaw’s palace, than a fortrefs • nor 
did I difcern any artillery therein.^ It was built by the old Soldans and their Mamelukes, 
and that in fuch a fort as teftifies their government to have been tyrannous and 
ftately. There yet remain in one arched place, forty pillars of porphiry, as big as thofe 
two of St, Mark at Venice. At the foot of this hill is a place about half a nnle long, 
where they esercife then- great horfe. Hard by Hands a little houfe and garden, all 
under the caftle’s view; therein the bafhaws of Grand Cairo, when depofed, are kept, 
until they are either preferred or ftrangled. So potent is that office efteeined, and fo 
full of ftate fecrets, as may not be left unaffiired, but by fatisfaftion or death. Beyond 
this caftle lies the plain fandy defart, which encompafles the eaft, north, and northAveft 
of the city. From the caftle to the Nile, about three miles through Old Cairo, extends 
an aquedud far more ftately and large than either that of Conftantinople or the other 
at Rome. The Nile runs along the fouth of the town to the weft, making at its firft 
arrival, a dffinty little ifiand ; _ where, amongft many fine buildings, ftand the Nilofcope, 
which is a little caftle, wherein is fet a pillar, with feveral notes declaring the inundation 
all over Egypt, according to each degree which the water reaches upon the pillar j. 
then they forefee the future year’s increafe, and rate provifion accordingly. 

The day when the flood begins, is conftantly the funnner folftice; the increafe is 
ufually between fourfcore and a hundred days; then, fuddenly it abates, and by the end 
of November, is within its narroweft banks, about a quarter of a mile broad. The caufe 
of this admirable inundation 1 am not credulous enough to underftand. The whole 
circuit of the city feemed to me between thirty-five or forty miles. A Venetian, who 
was with me, affirmed it to be much more; he proportioned it by Italian meafure, I by 
Engllfti, This large compafs helps other concurrencies to juftify the Tnrkifh re¬ 
ports, how that after Selim’s firft entry of the town, he Ipent four days in combat before 
he palled quite thorough. Thofe relations which reftrain Cairo, intend but of one prin¬ 
cipal pai't thereof, named Elkhayre, from the founder’s habitation therein; according 
to which divifion, that burgh is but one of five principal, befide ten or eleven more of 
lefs name, and all joined as London and Weftminfter. This city is built after the Egyp¬ 
tian maimer, high and of large rough ftone, part of brick, the ftreets narrow. It "hath 
not been yet above an hundred years in the Turks poffeffion, wherefore the old build¬ 
ings remain; but as they decay, the new begin to be after the Turldlli manner, poor, 
low, much of mud and timber: yet of the modern fabrics, I muft except divers new 
palaces, which I there have feen, both of Turks, and fuch Egyptians as moft engage 
againft their own country, and fo flourifli in its oppreffion. I have often gone to view 
them, and their entertainments, fometimes attending the llluftriflimo with whom I lived, 
otherwhiles accompanied with fome of liis gentlemen. The palaces I found large and 
liigh, no ftate or flourilh outwardly; the firft court fpacious, fet with fair trees for lhade, 
where were feveral beafts and rare birds, and wonderful even in thofe parts ; the 
inner court joined to delicious gardens, watered with fountains and rivulets; befide the 
infinite variety of ftrange plants, there wanted no fliade from trees of caffia, oranges, 
lemons, figs of Pharoah, tamarinds, palms, and others, amongft wliich pafs very fre¬ 
quently cainelions. The entry into the houfe, and all the rooms throughout, are paved 
with many feveral coloured marbles, put into fine figures; fo likewife are the walls, but 
in 'Mofaic of a lefs cut; the roof layed with thwart beams, a foot and a half dil-' 
tant, all carved, great, and double gilt; the windows with grates of iron, few with 
glafe, as not defiring to keep out the wind, and to avoid the glimmering of the fun, 
which, in thole hat countries, glafe would break, with too much dazzling upon the eye j 
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the floor is made with fome elevations a foot high, where they fit to eat and drink ; 
thofe are covered with rich tapeftry; the lower pavement is to walk upon, where, in the 
chief dining chamber, according to the capacity of the room, is made one or more richly 
gilt foimtains in the upper end of the chamber, which, through fecret pipes, fup- 
plies in the middle of the room a dainty pool, either round, four-fquare, triangular, or 
of other figure, as die place requires, ufually twenty or nventy-four yards about, 
and ahnoft two in depth, fo neatly kept, the water fo clear, as makes apparent the ex- 
quifite Mofaic at the bottom. Herein are preferved a kind of fifh of two or three feet 
long, like barbies, which have often taken bread out of my hand, fucking it from my 
fingers at the top of the water. But that which to mefeemed more magnificent than all 
this, was my entertainment. Entering one of thefe rooms, 1 faw at the upper end, 
amongft others fitting crofs-legged, the Lord of the palace, who, beckoning to me to 
come, I firft put off my flioes, as the reft had done; then bowing often, with my hand 
upon my breaft, came near j where he, making me fit down, there attended ten or 
twelve iiandfome young pages, all clad in fcarlet, with crooked daggers and fcinie- 
tars richly gilt. Four of them came with a fheet of taftety, and covered me; another 
held a golden incenfe wth rich perftime, wherewith, being a little fmoaked, they took 
all away. Next came two with fweet water, and befpriiikled me; after that, one brought 
a porcelain dilh of coffee, which, when I had drank, another ferved up a draught of excel¬ 
lent flierbet. Then began our difeourfe, which paffed by an interpreter, by reafon of my 
ignorance in the Arabic there fpoken. In their queftions and replies, I noted the Egyp¬ 
tians to have a touch of the merchant or Jew, vdth a fpirit not fo foldier-like and open 
as the Turks, but more difeerning and pertinent. In fome remote part of the houfe 
they have their ftables of horfes, fuch for lhape, as they fay, are not in the world, and I 
eafily believe it, but unufeful in other countries, by reafon of their tender hoofs 
never ufed to any ground but fand. They have one fort of a peculiar race, not a jot 
outwardly different from other horfes, nor always the handfomeft ; but they are rare and 
in fuch efteem, as there is an officer appointed to fee the foal when any of that race is 
foaled, to regifter it, with the colour, and to take teftimony of the right brood. One 
of thefe at three years old is ordinarily fold for a thoufand pieces of eight, fometimes 
more. The reafon is, becaufe they will run without eating or drinking one jot four 
days and nights together •, which fome Egyptians, wound about the body, and helped 
with little meat, and lefs lleep, are able to ride. This is of infinite confequence upon 
fudden difpatches to pafs the wildernefs, where neither water nor grafs is found. From 
thefe, perhaps, grew the fable of thofe pardo-cameli, or dromedaries for feldom does 
any rarity of nature efcape the fabulous attacks of fancy. There are many fpacious 
places in the city, which in the rivers overflow, are dainty pools called bftkhaes, and of 
great refreftiment, as alfo the calliis, which is a channel cut through part of the city, 
from the Nile into a plain on the north, where it makes a fruitful plafii of at leafl: ten 
or twelve miles compafs, aflTordmg alfo many rivulets to the gardens. In thefe 
birkhaes and calhis, towards evening, are many hundreds wafhing themfelves; in the 
mean while, divers pafs up and down with pipes and roguy fiddles, in boats full of fruits, 
Iherbets, and good banqueting fluff to fell. After the rivers fall, thofe places are 
green for a while, then burnt to fand, Notwithflanding the exceffive compafs of this 
city, it is populous beyond all proportion; for, as we rode up and down, the principal 
ftreets were fo thronged with people, as the mafters of our affes went always before, 
flioving and crying Bdaharack, that is, make room ; fuch infinite fwarms of Arabs and 
Indians flock to the plenty and pleafures of Grand Cairo. So as I there heard, from 
divers honourable perfons, that not long fince they had a plague, which, in one year, 
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iwept away eighteen hundred thoufand and odd ; yet within lefs than five years 
after, there was more throng of people than ever they had known. All difeafes 
there are rifer in winter, efpecially the plague, which ac the llimmer foUHce fud- 
denly ceafes. 

When the wind fets fouthward, (whether it be the fpices of Ethiopia, or not, is 
uncertain), it is as odoriferous as any Spanifli glove, and fo hot, as when it was held 
long, it fo corrupted my ftomach, as, till the wind changed, no meat went through 
me fonietimes nine or ten days together. On the fouth end of the city is yet remain¬ 
ing the round tower, wherein Pharaoh's daughter lived when fhe found Mofes in the 
river, which runs not above a bow^s-lhoot off. Hard by are Jofeph’s feven granaries, 
or rather fome of their ruined walls left, and four of them fo repaired, as ferve to 
keep the public corn. Three or four miles out of town northward, is a placed called 
Materea, wiih a tree of Pharaoh figs, under which it is reported, that the Virgin Mary 
refted with Chrifl in her lap, and waflied him in a well thereby, when the fear of 
Herod made her fiy into Egypt: there is in the memory thereof a chapel built of no 
long time ; I thought the tree feenied the oldeff in the garden, and fo raoft probably 
cbofe for the ftory. I alkeil my Janiffary how long thofe kind of fig-trees ufed to laft ; 
he told me half an hundred years, or thereabout: yet I noted that if this tree fhould 
fail, neverthelefs that place hath many others of the fame kind, ready to take the 
reputation upon them; many rarities of living creatures I faw in Grand Cairo ^ but 
the moft ingenious was a neft of four-legged ferpents of two feet long, black, and 
ugly, kept by a French man, who when he came to handle them, they would not en. 
dure him, but ran and hid in their hole ; then would he take his citern, and play 
upon it j they hearing the miific came all crawling to his feet, ^md began to climb 
up him, till he gave over playing, then away they ran. Nor is this ftranger in nature, to 
fee fuch creatures delight in founds delightful to us, than to fee them relilhfoch meats, 
as relifii with us : the one argues a conformity to our compofition in one of our fenfes j 
the other in another. 

Twelve miles fouth weft of the city, on the other fide of the river, ftand the three 
oldeft, and yet moft enthe pyramids: the largeft I entered into down a defcent, fome 
thirty paces, then creeping through a paflkge almoft choaked up with fand, we found 
a dark afcent through a paffage between great marble ftones, without ftairs, only a 
little footing cut on each fide ; here we paffed with every one a candle in one hand, 
and a piftol in the other, for fear of rogues, who often murder, and rifle in thofe 
caverns : I found t^^^o large fquare chambers in the middle, the one empty, the other 
had in the midft a fepulture, open and empty about a yard and an half high, as much 
wide, and within not above two yards long: the ftone feems a kind of red porphiry, 
but is not, for it founds better than a bell: it is fiKcd in the foundation, nor can ever 
be born away, as too big for the paffage. This being the ancienteft monument in the 
world, encouraged me againfl the opinion of our decay in ftature from our fore¬ 
fathers* The Jews pretend thofe three pyramids to have been built by Pharaoh, who 
was drowned in the Red Sea ; the little one for an only daughter of his, the greater 
for his wife j but the fairelt intended for himfelf^ miffed of his body, loft in the fea. I 
fufpefted them to affeft a glory in the renown of their enemy : for Herodotus, much 
more authentic, fathers the chiet upon Cheops, nor is there any brick, whereof Pharaoh's 
buildings confifted* 

The form is quadrangular, leffening by equal degrees, from almofl a quarter of a 
mile each flat at the bottom, onto a fquare at the top a little more than three yards 
angular : the ftones are e^cefiive great, and as big above as beneath j all of an even 

four 


^40 A VOYAGE IKTO THE LEVANT^ BY HENRY BLO0KT, ESQ, 

four fquare: that which made the building eafy^ and held it fo long together, is the 
pofture of the ftones, not laid in an even flat upon one anotlier, as in other fabrics, but 
begun at the bafis upon firm rock, %vith the firft row of flones laid Hoping, their out- 
fide a foot higher than the infide ; which continues the fame poflure to the very top, and 
makes the whole building fet inward, and fo without mortar fiiften of itfelf: each upper 
Hone retires foine half a foot fliort of that whereon it lies ; this /harpens the bulk by 
juft degrees upward, and makes the outward afcent very eafy : but ia a country where 
there were any rain, it would fettle the water, and decay the building* 

There are about fixteen or eighteen other pyramids, extending fouthward, a matter 
of twelve or fourteen miles : they are faid’to be of kings far lefs antient than this, and yet 
though of the fame ft one ruined extremely, only wanting that pofture of the ftones. 
This wonderful pyi^amid is recorded to have been twenty years a building, with three 
hundred thoufand men and more, in continual employment, which if the ft one came 
from the Red Sea, is very credible j but perhaps part was cut from thofe rocks under 
the fand hard by where it ftands : within two bows flioot hereof, is a rock of fome forty 
yards circumference, and twelve or fourteen high, cut in the form of a man’s head; 
perhaps Meninon’s, famous for its founding at the fun-rife* The Egyptians and Jews 
with us, told us it gave oracles of old, and alfo that it was hollow at the top ; wherein 
they had feen fome enter, and come out at the pyramid : then I foon believed the oracle, 
and efteem all the reft to have been fuch, rather than either by vapour, though not 
impoffible, or demoniac, which requires too much credulity for me. All that part of the 
plain, for bewteen twenty or thirty miles in length, and little lefs in breadth, hath ever 
been the place of fepulture for thofe three cities ■where now is Grand Cairo; that is, Baby¬ 
lon (not that of Perfia), Memphis, and Cairo : the fouthern part belonging to Memphis, 
which was the antienteft, and ftood moft part on that fide of the Nile: whofe bodies 
are the heft mummy, and were buried before the Il’raelites departure ; one of which 
fepultures being opened, I went down, tied by a cord, defcending as into a well, ten or 
twelve fathom, leaving a JaniflTary, and two of our company at the top, to awe the 
Arabs, who often leave ftrangets within, and return when they are ftarved, to rifle 
tliem ; the place fo low as I was fain to creep, and all full of a dry fand, where moif- 
mre never comes : that preferves the bodies, as much ^s the embalming, infomuch as 
I have feen fome of the linen, not touched by the embalming, ro remain perfeft 
white and found ; fo many thoufand years will things endure, when untouched by 
mbifture, the foie caufe of putrifaclion. The bodies lie, moft' of them in the fand, fome 
in an open ftone, with an hollow hewed therein : they are not beyond our ordinary 
proportions ; in the pitch of the breaft, is fet a little idol, the head of human fhape, 
with a prop under the chin : they are as big as one^s middle finger, with hieroglyphics 
on the back, and made of ftone, or ratlier baked mortar ; their being junong the 
dead, made me fuppofe them religious pieces; wliich with their old hierogljy^hics, in 
vain I fearched to interpret. 

Above all the antiquities of Egypt, I fought to underftand that admirable table 
of Ifis, not mentioned m Plutarch, and flenderly unfolded by Pignoria, but com- 
pleatly expreffed in the antique Egy^ptian monument of brafs, lately printed in Italy : 
it is though^t under the ceremonies of Ifis and Ofiris, to contain that three-fold wifdom 
Egyptian kings, and priefts ; the one about the nature of their Nile, and foil; 
the other concerning the policy of their ftate : in the third was veiled the moft import¬ 
ant pieces of their philofophy. 

To get ii^ormation hereof, I followed the old examples, firft ufed by Herodotus, 
then by Julius Caviar, and after by Germaiucus; which was to enquire of priefts, who, 
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if any, were like to know foiiiewhat in their ovm antiquities: I was helped by an in¬ 
terpreter, to the fpeech of three Egyptian prieflsjbut found them utterly ignorant of all 
things not Mahometan : nor can 1 wonder, for in the courfe of viciilitude, the Egyp¬ 
tian luperlHfion as the antientefl in the world, is likely to be the moft clean loft ; and 
all fuperftirions, being in effed but jugglings, have the fate of fuch tricks, that is, while 
new to be admired, but in time to grow ridiculous to fuch as difcern their knavery, 
and ftale to thofe who do not; thereupon the priefts, like other impoftors, when their 
devices began to take but coldly, changed them : this cauied among the heathen new 
doctrines, and ecclefiaftic ceremonies in feveral ages ; feldom all at a clap, but by 
degrees as ©ccafion offered, and the peopIe^s gull required ; nor ever happens a more 
hidden occafion of innovation herein, than that of conqueft; therefore w^hatfoever 
little memory of old ceremonies, might have been left in Egypt, hath utterly periflied 
in their frequent o^preffions, efpedally in thofe two of late ages: this of the Turks, 
and the former of the Circaflian Mam^vlukeswhich befide the change of ceremony, 
have corrupted all the ingenious Fancies of that nation into ignorance and malice : thus 
is failed that fucceflion of knowledge, which by word of mouth ufeth to be delivered 
from one generation to another; nor is there any reparation made byway of books : 
the main reaibns why tlie naked mythological part of the heathen religions was not 
exprelled in writing, were tw'^o: firft, it would have expofed them to the expofitions 
of many; whereby the feveral fancies and interefts of men, either out of opinion, or 
defign, would have raifed pernicious hereftes, as appears in the Alcoran and Talmud : 
therefore Numa Pom^lius, having writ books of that kind, caufed them to be buried 
with him; and when (many ages after) they happened to be found, the prastor pro- 
tefted to the fenate, that they would deftroy the religion, if publifiied; whpeupon they 
were burnt: the other reafon was, becaufe the inffitutions of their religions were ad- 
dreffed, not to the wife, who are fo few as not to be reckoned of, but to the multi¬ 
tude, which are paflionate, not judicious : wherefore they were not put into a rational 
way of difcourfe, which had ferved them up to the underftanding ; but rather adied 
in fuch manner, as might move the fenfes, thereby railing fuch palfions as were to 
the advantage of their religion : hence came the perfumes, and dainty^ niufic in their 
temples; the fantaftic veftment of their priefts j their folemn facrifices, piftures, 
ftatues, and proceffions ; which in new fuperftitions, were altered, with contempt ot 
the foritier; yet in the main point they all agreed; that was to amufe, and entertain 
the imaginative part of the mind, befooling the in telle ft ual; fo the ceremonies re¬ 
newed not always utterly different, nor the fame, but following the ftate reafons, and 
popular guft; juft like the weeds of each year, not ever of the former kind, but ac¬ 
cording to the foil, and feafon; now for thefe paffions, thofe fenfible folemnities were 
excellently fitted: yet becaufe there were fome difcerning fouls ; to engage them they 
were admitted to theinfide of their devices, and called S^icris and fo were either 

taken with the myftery, or at leaft, with the fovour to themfelves, and profit of the 
republic, the latter fort in love connived ; the others were conjured, as they dreaded 
the revenge of the gods, never to divulge thofe myftical fecrets ; which alfo was, be¬ 
caufe they were either cruel, impure, and horrid, (for with fuch humours they com¬ 
plied, as well as with the virtuous), or that they contained fome profound reach of 
ftate, or philofophy beyond, vulgar capacity, which adores eafily,* but pierces not; and 
that credulous reverence is much*advanced by a folemn concealment —Cupidme humani 
ingenii^ libentius obfcura creduniur ; therefore it is not hypocrify, but a neceffary re¬ 
gard to the vain nauire of man, which forces moft religions to muffle toward the 
^nilgar, concealing fome of their infide, either in hieroglyphics, fables, types, parables, 
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or fchool diftinfiions, and ftrange language j all which do equally obfcure to popular 
capacity, and are chofen according to tlie genius of the age, or doSrine: hereby were 
all fort of wits entertained with reverend fatisfafBon ; the deeper in the kernel, the 
ftiallower in the fliell: thus is all light of Egypt’s old devotion ahnoft quite extina : 
now as for the juftice, and government, it is perfectly rurtill), and therefore not to 
be fet down apart j only it exceeds all other parts of Turkey for rigour, and extor¬ 
tion; the reafon is, becaufe the Turks well know the Egyptian nature, above all otiier 
nations, to be malicious, treacherous, and effeminate, and therefore dangerous, not lit 
for armies, or any other truft ; not capable of being ruled by a fweet hand ; where¬ 
fore, among them are more frequent and horrid executions, than in the relt of Turkey, 
as empaling, gaunching, flaying alive, cutting off by the w'aift with a red hot iron, 
anointing with honey in the fun, hanging by the foot, planting in burning lime, and 
the like. In my two months ftay, 1 faw divers fearful examples, efpecially two; one 
at Grand Cairo, of a fellow, who- in malice fired his neighbour’s houfe ; he was firll 
flayed alive, with fuch art, as he was more than three hours a dying; then w'as his Ikin 
fluffed witli chaff, and born ftradling upon an afs up and down the town. 

The other w'^as of three Arabs, whq robbed in the wildernefs betw’cen Roffetto and 
Alexandria; they w'ere taken at a place called Maidyah, where at my return I faw 
them executed in this manner: they were laid naked upon the ground, their faces 
downward, their hands and legs tied abroad to flakes; then came the hangman, who 
putting their own half-pikes in at the fundament, did with a beetle, drive them up 
leifurely, till they came out at the head, or flioulder ; two of them died fuddenly, but 
the third whom the pike had not touched either in the heart, or brain, would have 
lived longer, had not the ftaiiders by dallied out his brains. Then were they tied, 
upright to llakes driven in the highway, and fo left. Now the Turk, to break the 
fpirits of this people the more, oppreffes them with a heavier poverty than any of his 
other Mahometan fubjefts; and therefore, if there be one Vizier more ravenous than 
other, he fends him thither, and connives at all his extortions, though afterwards, 
according to the Turkifli polity, he knows how to fqueeze him into the treafury ; fo 
fatisfying the people, the prince drains them, and they difeern him no otherwife than 
as their revenger. 

This Vizier Bafhaw w'ho now governs, carried with him from Conftantinople a 
fhip laden with tin; at his arrival, he took a catalogue of all wealthy perfons; then to 
every man, excepting fuch as were engaged in favour of the ftate, he fent a piece of 
tin, more or lefs, according to the ability of the perfoii, and demanded of each fo ex- 
ceffive a price, as generally it was not ivorth the fifth part of what they paid. It is 
the cuftora of the Ottoman crown, to preferve the old liberties to all countries who 
come in voluntarily; which in Scio, and other iilandsofthe arches it hath, for examples 
fake, maintained very honourably, fill jufl caufe was fhewn to the contrary: but 
thofe whom they take by conquefl, they ufe as a booty,without pretending any humanity, 
more than what is for the profit of the conqueror; which moft conquerors do in 
effefl:, although not being fo abfolute as the Grand Seignior, they are feign to give tlie 
world more fatisfaSion in the poor counterfeits of juflice, zeal, clemency, public good, 
and the like. The Egyptians, under their Circaffian Mamalukes, were defended 
againft Sultan Selim, like a flock of fheep kept by fierce maftiffs from the wolf; 
wherefore his bloody vidlory made him rage the more ; fo that after he had flain all 
the Circaffi-ans, and topped the reft, he was not like Pharaoli content with the fifth 
part, but took all, leaving no man owner of a foot of ground, and divided the land 
into farms. The leaf! farm pays one purfe, fome two or three according to its pro- 
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portion; each porfe is eight hundred pieces of eight,: the fixed rent the Bafhawmufl 
conftantly make good to the crown; he every year places or difplaces the farmers, 
as they out-vie one another in gift to hini: the fet rent never alters, and is eighteen 
•hundred thoufand zeccheens yearly : a zeccheen Turkifh I value at nine flullings 
fterling. 

This is proportioned into three equal portions; one is fet out to furnifh the annual 
pilgrimage to Mecca; the fecond pays the foldiery, with all other offices, and public 
Jervices for that kingdom ; the lafl third goes clear into the exchequer, Thefe farms 
are moft in the hands of Egyptians; befides which, there w^ant not Timars, that is 
Feudes given to Turkifii horfemen with obligation of fervice in w^r, and to awe both 
neighbours and fubjedls. 

When Selim had conquered this kingdom, he boafted he had taken a farm to feed 
his Agemoglans; wherein his judgment was the fame with the Romans, who efteemed 
it the granary of their republic; wherefore the Turk, at this day employs the Egyp¬ 
tians rather that way, than to arms; for he hath of thofe enrolled foidiers but four¬ 
teen thoufand, and when any of thofe die, he continues the pay to his wife and chil¬ 
dren : w'hereby, without fcandai, the nation is made effeminate and difarmed; wffiich 
is the maxim he holds upon that ffilfe and dangerous people : he ufed, till within thefe 
fifteen or twenty years, to make (as in his other kingdoms) moft of their judges of 
the natives; but they, according to ^hat climate, were found damnably corrupt and 
difaffeftionate to the Turkifh affairs ; wffierefore now having made fure of that country, 
he hath, without any further refpefl; of them, made a decree, tliat none ftiall be ca¬ 
pable of being a judge amongft them, but a natural born 1 urk, w^hereby the juftice is 
excellently reformed; efpecially towards ftrangers, who before had no proteftlon befide 
poverty, to fave them from falfe witnefs, which fliared them as a booty between the 
judge and the accufers. Having thus, at Grand Cairo, enquired of fuch points as are 
peculiar to that kingdom, I thought of my departure, which I purpofed to diredf in 
iearch of fome further antiquity, Firft, I afked for the famous old temple of Vulcan, 
but could not hear of any remainder of it, nor any acknowledgment of Jupiter Ammon, 
who gave oracles in the weft of Egypt. Then I defired to view the paffage of Mofes 
into the Red Sea, not above three days off; but the Jews told me that the precife place 
is not now known mthin lefs than the I'pace of a day's journey along the fliore ; 
wherefore I left that as too uncertain for any obfervation, and went by Camel two 
days journey fouth eaft, to fee certain great ruins about fifteen miles from the river- I 
had hoped they might have proved the remainder of the labyrinth, or pyramids built 
by the twelve kings in the lake of Mseris; but I rather, by the pillars and turrets, 
gueffed them to have been fome regal palace. In oiir going thither, there happened 
a little whirlwind which drove the fand fo upon us, as we were almoft loft; for divers 
times paffengers therewith overwhelmed, man and beafli are not found, till many ages 
after, when another wind difcovers them* Our only remedy was to turn our camel's 
buttocks to the wind, till the place where they ftood was become a pit, as deep as they 
could well get out of; then removing a little forward made another ftand, rili we 
grew again environed, in this manner paffing out an hour, till the wind ceafed* 
This fright made us return nearer the Nile, wffiere I faw two crocodiles ruimiag 
togetha^ in a muddy place, the one about four feet long, the other not above 
two* 

At my coming back, I began to think of going down to Alexandria, and from 
thence by fea to Joppa, purpofing to return home by Jerufalem, which by land is juft 
fifteeii days journey on this fide of Grand Criro: then I took my leave of the llluftriffimo 
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Seignior Sanao Seghezzi, whofe ufage of me all this while, and now at my departure, 
was fo honourable as might ferve for a pattern to each noble fpirit. 

It being now forward in November, with the water’s abatement began Egypt’s fpnng; 
all the banks lb green, fragrant and delicious, as if a new paradife were up. The river 
Ihrunk generally into little more than a quarter of a mile broad, which caufed one mi- 
pleafing fpeftade; that was, of many wild Arabs, often ten or twelve together, fwimming 
Lrofs to rob villages and paffengers. They firft wrap the^ir thin blue coat about their 
head, then tie their lance to their fide,fo fwim over the river naked, which I had alfo 
my gomg up, when the flood was nigh a mile and a quartei over, hut not lo fre~ 
quent. My two Janizaries, with their harquebuzes, and I with a piftol, awed them, that 
they durfl; not aflault the boat; nor were they able to ufe the launce fwimming, more 
than with one hand, and that but weakly. In thefe four days palfage to Rofletto, I en¬ 
quired of the Delta, and the Nile’s feven fb-eains. The Delta is fo named, from 
the form of that letter, and is all that part of Egypt which lies between the two branches 
of Rofletto and Damiata; the firfl: parting of which ftreams is about twenty miles below 
Grand Cairo. Part of this Delta, I had often heard by fome of the learned Jews, to 
have been the land of Goflien. 

Nile had of old feven ftreams, five natural, and two cut by labour, to ferve only m 
the overflow; there now remain only three, one artificial, which, in the inundation, 
ferves Alexandria. The two natural ones are that of Pelufium, now called Damiata, 
and the other of Canopus, now Rofletto. ' T. his latter is, of late, fo choaked, that, at the 
entrance into the fea, fliips are feign to unload, and after a fmall pafiage, to load again. 
Another hath quite furred up within lefs than thirty years, whereof there are three 
caufes doubted, firft, the gravel born down in the flood, tor then the water is as gravelly 
as a puddle in the high way ; fecondly, the fand blown therein, by the wind from the 
banks. If it be either of thefe, it may alter the courfe of the river, as, in part, it hath 
done formerly, which might be the ruin of the cities, but not of the kingdom. The third 
reafon is fome defeft or diverfion from above towards the fountain, that w ould be the 
deftruflion of all, but is not generally believed ; yet, methiiiks, might well be fufpeaed, 
becaufe, though fo many ftreams are flopped, the reft run not higher ihan^ before; 
which, they fay, the many ditches made of late ages, are the cauie of. 'fhe water 
taftes juft like new milk, but fomewhat niU'oiis, and if drank as in the river, troubled, 
it caufes, in ftrangers, a flux j which, to prevent, they take a gallon or more of that 
water, an j if they have not time to let it fettle, they call therein three or four bruifed 
almonds, which, in lefs than an hour, clarifies it like chriftal; which effeO: they have 
upon no other water, and therein is fliewn the perfeOiion of that. 

At laft arrived at Rofletto, and fo by mule pafled to Alexandria, I purpofed from 
thence to take a voyage for Joppa; which palfage 1 rather chofe than the other of Da¬ 
miata, much nearer, but more iiifefted with pirates. Here, one day, I went to view the 
port of gallies, but was I’everely prohibited. This leeming contrary to the ufual freedom 
of Turkey, made me fufpedt fome notable defeft in that harbour, which might hereafter 
be made life of; whereupon I went the next day fecretly, unto a high decayed piece of 
a turret, upon the wall over that haven, to take a confiderate view thereof. My accefs 
was ei'picd, and i was dogged by an Egyptian, one, as I think, of the garriJbn hard by, 
whofe violence produced an accident that made me forget all ray other defigns, and fly 
for fafety of my life, unto a little French bark, which I knew was that day to depart for 
Sicily. We had not failed above five or fix leagues, but we faw a fpetJacle of a ftrain 
beyond the fpirit of thefe times. It was thus: a Maltefe gave chace to a Greek veflei, 
in fearcli of Turks, or Turirifli goods j the Greek laden with Turkilh goods, made up 
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to US, who, carrying no flag, he judged iis to be Turks; but when at hand, we ap¬ 
peared Chriflians, and from us no help to be had, he yielded. In the veflel were four 
Turks; threefuffered themfelves to be taken prifoners, the fourth, v/e all looking on, 
rail op to the flern, where taking a piece of cord, he tied his feet and one of his hands 
together, then threw himielf headlong into the fea; in which refolute end, he Ihewed 
by what a fliort paiTage many a years niifery may be prevented, where other reafons, 
or fear raaiked in them, enthral not* 

Oar bark had tv/ice before been taken by the Turks, and ranfomed* This voyage 
met none, nor any notable danger, excepting one Itorm, wherein w^e had like to have 
fpllt upon the rocks of Candy* Finally, after twelve days, we came to Siragofla in 
Sicily, from whence we went to Meffina, and fo to Palermo ; whofe delicacies, with myf 
noble entertainment in tire houfe of a French gentleman there, conful general for his 
nation, ftayed me to lake a leiTureable view of that kingdom, whofe cuftoms and govern¬ 
ment are fo perfeiHy Spanifli, as need not be fet down apart; efpecially, this me* 
morial, having not undertaken anything beyond the affairs of Turkey, muff not meddle 
with thofe of Chriftendom; only I may upon this country, remember an item given 
me by a very underftanding Turk* In one part of the Archipelago, our captain, who 
went admiral to the whole arniado, caufed many of the galleons to be linked with 
cables : this I knew dangerous among fo many illands, and at length we began to fall 
foul one upon another : whereupon I aiked the Turk why we rode fo linked ; he re* 
plied, for to be ready altogether, if we light upon the Maltefi* With that, under colour 
of magnifying them, 1 defired to learn how they underftood Malta, and fo told him, I 
wondered they would fuffer fuch a fpot of earth to trouble them, and not rather deftroy 
it, when they had fome fpare time from greater enterprizes* He anfwered, that they 
would no more attempt Malta, but rather Sicily, which had better landing, and was abler 
to maintain an army ; and whofe people having fuffered under the French and Spaniard 
extremely, and finding no hopes in any other Chriftian prince, are not much ayerfe^ to 
the Turkifh goyeniment* I hen, quoth he, if Sicily were ours, Malta niuft come in with- 
out blows, as viclualled from Sicily, and be no way able to fubfift, when we were on 
both fides of it* This difcourfe I could never efleem to the full, till I had been in Sicily, 
and principally once, when I heard fome of them not ftick to fay, that the Greeks 
lived happier under the Turks, than they under the Spaniards. Yet I muff note alfo, 
that of all the Chriftian ftates, the Turks are the worft provided to deal with the Spanifli; 
for, of all others, that moft fubfifts on the fortrefles, which would prove hard knots to 
the Turk, whofe nature and military orders are not in any one point fo much defeftiye 
as in that of fiege. From Palermo I rode to Trapany, from thence I embarked for 
Naples, whofe rarities entertained me fome days ; then went I by Rome ; fo by Floience 
and Bologna to Venice; where I arrived the eleventh month ^t^t tny depaiture 
from thence ; having in that time, according to the moft received divifions of Turkey, 
been in nine kingdoms thereof, and palTed fix thouland miles and upward, moft part 
by land* 

Thus I have fet down fuch obfervations as were of local paffage, and naturally born 
along with the places whereon I took them* Now follow the more abftrao: and general, 
concerning the inftitudons of the whole empire ; wherein I take but the accounts of a 
reckoning made in hafte, and therefore fubjedt to the difadvantage of a hafty "view, that 
is, to overflip many things, and to fee the reft but fuperficialiy; yet* ufually quick 
glances take in the moft eminent pieces ; amongft which there are fome' like tne dye ot 
fcaxiet, better difcerncd by a paffing eye than a fixed one* Of this nature I efteem th^ 
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moral points of behaviour; a new comer apprehends them with a judgment frefli and 
iincere, which further familiarity corrupts with affeftion or hatred, according as it meets 
a difpoiition conform or contrary. The nioft important parts of all ftates are four; 
arms, religion, juftice, and moral cuftoms. In treating ol thefe, moft men fet down 
what they fhould be, and ufed to regulate that by their own iiUy education, and received 
opinions guided by fubli mi ties, and imaginary moralities, riiis I leave to Utopians, 
who, doating on their phantafHc fuppofals, Ihew their own capacity or hypocrify, and 
no more, I, in remembering the 'Furkifli inflitudons, will only regifter what I found 
them, nor cenfure them by any rule, but that of more or lefs lufficiency to their^ aim, 
which I fuppofe the empire’s advancement* Tirll, then, I note their arms, becaufe in the 
fway of men’s affairs it is found— Orimia effe gladii fedijfequa ; in that tear, as the Ilrongeft 
of our paffions, awes all the reft* 1 heir infantry coiiflfts ot two forts ; fir ft, fucli as are 
levied upon particular cities, they are more or lefs, according to occafion ; the ability 
of the town, and diftance from whence fuinmoned. Many of them are Chriftians, 
and are font forth much better furniflied with cloaths, than with iis ; each town in fe- 
veral colours, and their arms fufficient* They are lodged and exercifed without the 
city, almoft a month before they begin to march. The other part and chief ftrengdi is 
of the Janizaries, whofe number, at my being in Turkey, were four and forty thoufand; 
which, as it fails, they ufed to fupply upon occafion, but never exceed* The manner is 
to reinforce thefe bands thus ; ever now and then there are fent out officers into divers 
provinces, efpecially the northern, who, out of all the Chriftian children, from the age 
of ten to eighteen, or twenty, chufe without ftint 01 exception, fuch as they think fit, 
and carry them to Conftantinople* Thefe they call Agemoglans ; then, after fome ob- 
fervation of their perfons, thofe of tnoft promifing parts are felefled for the Grand 
Seignior’s feraglios, either that of Conftantinople or his other of Adrianople, where they 
are taught to read and write, to under ft and Arabic, to ufe their bow, with other wea^ 
pons* Then cull they out the choiceft fparks; who, as theft capacities grow approved, 
are inftrodled in ftate affairs, and by degrees, taken into the higheft preferments: 
thefe are called Ichoglans. The worft, and of leaft quality, are affigoed to the drudgery 
of the houfhold, to the gardens, and other bafe offices: fome are made mariners, and 
galeotfl* The general fort, neither rare nor contemptible, are, by the Aga of the Jani¬ 
zaries, diftributed abroad, where, without charge to the prince, they earn their living, 
by hard labour, till the age of two and twenty; then fo inured to endurance befitting a 
foldier, they are brought back, taught their arms, and prepared for fervice: thefe are 
enrolled Janizaries. This choice and education of perfons, apt to each ufe, muft needs 
make it excellently performed, as being more natural than the courfe of Chriftendom, 
where princes put arms into the hands of men, neitlier by fpirit or education, 
martial, and entnift their chief employments with refpeO; of birth, riches, or friends; 
which, to the fervice intended, are qualities not fo proper as thofe perfonal abilities which 
prevail in the Turkiffi eleftlon. Thefe, though the fons of Chriftians, hate that name 
above all others, and are found, as I have feen fome of them, witliout any natural affec¬ 
tion to their parents, as it were tranfplanted, acknowledging themfelves the creatures of 
the Ottoman femily; fo much are the prefent engagements of life too fb'ong for all 
former ties of blood. Their pay is perpetual, both in peace and war, more or lefs accord¬ 
ing to perfonal merit, which excites to notable attempts. Other preferment they re¬ 
ceive none, unlefs it be a Timarre ; for if any of them fhould be in honour, he might be 
too much regarded by his fellows, whom the prince will not peimit to acknowledge any 
befides himXelf; for whish refpefl; this emperor, at Adrianopfe, as it were in face of the 
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army, caufed a great perfon once of this order, to be ftrangled, and proclaimed traitor, 
when I Avas in Hungary; whereat 1 heard many of the Janizaries fpeakinfolently in pub* 
lie, yet durft they do no more, finding this princess fpirit too great for them. 

They are never caft off; for when old or maimed, they are kept in garrifon. This 
company was held devifed in imitation of the Roman Preetorian Coiiorts, or rather of 
the Macedonian Phalanx, and hath performed as bravely as either, but is now in great 
pmt corrupt; for, contrary to their primitive iniUtutions, many of them marry, others 
folIoAV merchandize. And whereas, heretofore, they were all chofen out of the fons of 
Chriflians, whereby that caufe was kept under, and the Turklfh fo much increafed, now 
the Clirillians are permitted, for money, to excufe their children, and the Turks to 
prefer theirs. Some hold this an error, a pernicious one, as leffening that due propor¬ 
tion w^hich Ihould be maintained betw^een the compellers and the compelled. The Turks 
rather think the Chriflians now not fo ftrong as heretofore, and therefore not to need 
the former diminution. Experience made me of this opinion, coiifidei ing that it is many 
years fmee niofl of his Cliriftian countries were taken in, and how every age dyes them 
of a more deep Mahometan than other ; but Oiouid he win any Chriftian province anew', 
he would not fpare, in this tvay, to exhauft it, till it were fufficiently enervated. The 
mortaleft corruption of this order hath happened of late years; that is, knowing their 
own flrength, and grown fancy with familiarity at court, they proceeded to fuch info- 
lency as hath flefhed them in the blood of their Sovereign Sultan Ofmaii; and in Muf- 
tapha, they have learnt that damnable fecret of maldng and uimiaking . their Idng at 
pleafure; whereby the foundation of all monarchy, that is, the due awe towards the 
blood royal, is fo irreparably decayed in them as, like the loft ftate of huiocence, can 
never be reftored. 

This requires an erection of new bands, never tainted, to fupphint thefe Janizaries, 
who elfe will grow to fuch a military anarcliy as did the Prtetorians of Rome in their 
empire, till they reduced it to nothing, Wherefore fome think, that the expedition 
wherein the Grand Seignior hath now engaged his perfon againft Perfia, is defigned mth. 
a refolution to Ipend tlie Janizaries very freely. 

The cavalry is made up of two forts; firft, of Spahyglaiis, to the number of two and 
thirty thoufand : thefe are continually near the court; out of them are chofe troops to 
guard his royal perfon upon all removes : they ufed not to go to war except he went 
himfelf, but of late they are often fent Avitli the Grand Vizier. The other fort of Spahies 
are termed Spaliy-Timariots, from certain Tiniars or Feuds, given them for terin of life, 
with obligation to ferve-'On horfeback, well accoutered, wherefoever they fhall be fum- 
inoned. This is not much unlike our old tenures of laiight-fervice or efeuage, but not 
hereditary. According to the value of the Tiinar, the Timaiiot is to come in with one, 
two, three, or more horfes. I have feen many bring in five or fix. Thir reafon, till I 
Avas informed of, 1 wondered to fee Cavaliers carry to the war fuch fuperfiuous 
retinue, as frequently to have men riding after them, fome bearing a coat, feme a fiddle, 
many nothing. Thefe Spahi-Tiniariots, befides their fervice in war, have another ufe 
no lefs important; that is, to awe the provinces wherein they live, and caufe them to be 
well cultivated ; wherefore, in all expeditions, many are left at home. They are braA^ely 
horfed, managing their lance and bow with much dexterity. Their number is imcer- 
tain, iis ever muidpiying, either upon better population of old pgfteffions or conque/l of 
new ; fo both peace and Avar increafe them. Nothing but the iofs of a province doth di- 
minifh them, for their death is but the preferment of new defervers. 

At this time the owners of the Timars are about three hundred thoufand, whereto 
adding their companions, which they are obliged and never fail to bring in, they make 

in 
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^11 all above feven hundred thoufand; which number was told me, with many other ot 
their notes, by feme of the I’imariots in the army; where, though held a fpy, they 
fcorned to afflict me, but rather chufmg to glorify their ftate in my relation at home, 
informed me of all, and much againil my will, forced me in their prefence to write 
it down, which I did in Italian, and in terms fo refpeftive, as when the interpreter ex¬ 
pounded, they received me exceeding kindly, making me eat, drink, and lodge in their 
tents all night, Befides the Spahies, there are another fort of horfemen, who are volun¬ 
teers, fervmg at their own charge: they are of three forts; fome come in hopes of pre- 
fent booty, others to merit a Timar, the third in mere devotion to gain paradife, by 
dying for the Mahometan caufe. 

The firil, of all others the bafeft, mixed of Turks and Chrillians, iifually go before 
the army to fpy and pillage* They, having rather the fpirits of freebdotei's than of fol' 
diers, would never hand one ftroke of an encounter, but that the defperate bravery of 
their companies does often engage them irrevocably- The fecend fort are forward 
enough, efpecially where the fervice is eniment. The third are the inofl rciblute troops 
of the army ^ they come like fo many DecH, men vowed for the public i nor are they 
known ever to return home unlefs with viftory. Some of them aj*e daily feen fingly 
to invade a whole fejuadroni others, after much aflay of valour, open their breaftsj aiid 
ffand a volley of niufl^ets* Thefe men are heavy upon the enemy, for—Vhidfnr baud 

gratis jtiguh qm frovocdt hqflem, r * r 

This refolution is not the child of reafon or honour, but bred by way of religion ; for 
Mahomet, knowing he had not to deal with a fcholafiic and fpeculative generation, but 
with a people rude and fenfual, made not his paradife to confiRin vifions and hallelujahs, 
but in delicious fare, pleafant gardens, and wenches wdth great eyes, who were ever 
peculiarly afteaed in the Levant, Now, to fuch as die in wars for the Mahometan faith, 
he promifes that their fouls ihall fuddenly have given them young lufty bodies, and fet 
in paradife, eternally to enjoy thofe pleafures, not with handing any former fins* 1 o 
thofe who die other deaths, he alTigns a purgatory tedious, and at laft, not fuch an height 
of pleafure. It is fcarce credible what numbers thefe hopes bring in ; I have feen troops 
fometimes above an hundred together. So effedtual an inflr ament of ftate is fuperfti- 
tion, and fuch deep impreffions does it make, when fitted to the paffions of the fubjeO:, 
and that ufeful in thofe whom neither reafon nor honour could pofTefs, ihe chief 
auxiliaries of the Turks are the Tartars, who live on this fide mount Taurus ; they are 
by us called the Petit Tartars, to diftinguifh them from thofe others of Chriem, who 
have much vafter dominions beyond the mountain, but thereby of difficult commerce 
with thefe parts of the w^orld. 

The great Turk hath made frequent affinity and league wdth thefe Petit Tartars, and 
hath entailed the crown upon them, in cafe the Ottoman line fliould fail; not only be- 
caufe when a fmall nation inherits a greater, the leffer is immerfed in the accefs or the 
greater, which, under colour of lofing itfelf, makes an acqueft: of its inheritor; but for 
other regards peculiar to that nation, efpecially for their fituation upon the Blacky Sea, 
in fuch maTmer as they may at pleafiire make fudden excurfions to the very point of 
Conftantinople itfelf; nor had the Turk any remedy, when abfent, in impreffes from 
home ; wherefore he calls many ties upon them, and feldom goes to war without fome 
of their troops ; which, befide the aid and reputation they aflbrd him, are a kind of 
hoftags* In this preparation againfl Poland, there came down forty thoufand of them to 
the camp, but were marched forward with the army before my arrival, fo that I faw none 
of them, fave fome few fick and cafhiered perfons, who feeined more fallow and 
ill-favoured people than the Turks, not fo w^ell cloathed, nor fo civil; and thofe Turks 

who 
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who wifhed me well, forewarned me from going amongfi: them, telling me their haired 
to Chriftians was fuch, as they would go near to captive or rifle me. When I entered 
the fkirtsof the empire, the fame of their army, then marching for Poland, was, as fame 
■ufes to be, exceflive, threatening no lefs than feven hundred thoufand; bur upon nearer 
accefs, it Scarce held up one hundred and fourfcore thoufand, reckoning in the Tartars; 
whereupon I much enquired why the Turldfii armies were not now fo numerous as iii 
fomier times. Among many anfwers, the wifeft hit upon three points: lirft, that the 
enemies now (excepting the Pei iian) were not fo potent as heretofore: fecondly, expe¬ 
rience had taught them, that multitudes over-large are neither capable of order norpro- 
vifion; wherefore, to avoid confufion and famine, they bring no more into the held 
than are necefiary: the third was, before their dominions were enlarged, they thought 
it better to employ their multitudes in new conquefts than to leave them idle, neceflitous, 
^nd dangerous at home ; but fmce their enlarged territories, they are diftributed into 
.colonics to people, and manage them, which thereby will, in time, become more popu¬ 
lous and potent than ever. ■ Thus did none of them acknowledge any diminution of 
people, as is plainly fuppofed by many who never viewed their great fwai ms and large 
■plantations. The Turkifli arms differ much from ours; their harquebuzc like our 
■caliver; their fcimetar, a crooked flat back-fword ; at fea, amongfl; ropes, or on horfe- 
back, againfl: armour, it excels a rapier, but in open fight is much inferior ; it hath ever 
been the eaftern Weapon, as likewife their iron mace, which they ufe both for ftroke and 
hurl: they are admirable with their bow and arrows. There is, among other trophies, 
at the caftle-gate of Belgrade, fet up a head-piece, which I hold petronel proof, fnot 
clean through both fides, (and, as they fay,) head and all, with one of their bows : the 
as all theirs are, like thofe little red ones which our children ufe, 1 faw yet iHckihg 
in the head-piece. They bear no weapons but in ttavel, then fome of them feem likl* 
a moving armory; firft, the girdle ftuck with three or four piftols ; then on each fide a 
knife as long as my arm, with another of a foot long, for ordinary ufes, tucked to his 
coat; an harquebuze on his fhoulder, on his thigh a fcimetar ; on the one fide of the 
laddle-pummsl a petronel, on the other a flrait fivord, the blade hollow, long, and four- 
Iquare ; by that either a little axe or an Hungarian mace, or both ; af his back hang 
bow and arrows. When he comes to his lodging, all thefe, with his bridle full of 
brafs gilt boffes, he fallens to the tree or wall where he refts ; after, upon the ground 
fpreads a blanket, whereon he firft fups, then lleeps in his cloaths with his faddle inftead 
of a pillow. Armour I think they have not lb plentiful and compleat as we, yet I know 
not well, for it was ever packed up on horfe or waggon; to three horfemen was allowed 
one waggon. I faw no mufters nor marches near an enemy, and therefore have little 
experience of their difeipline in that point. They march in rank and file with wonder¬ 
ful fi fence, which makes'commands received readily; they are always provided with 
bifeuit, dried fiefh, and flare of rice, with a kind of coarfe butter, fo as in the greatefl 
defarts they are in plenty. Thus their armies pafs the fandy barren countries towards 
Perfia, tyith lefs fatigue than did the Romans in fmall numbers of old. One notable 
piece of their difeipline they told me, that is, excepting none but the Janizaries to eftcom- 
pafs all their other foot battalions in the rear, vdth the greatefl part of the liorfe in form 
of a half-moon. They have orders not to meddle with the enemy, but only to neceffitate 
their own forward, till they have gone through the oppofite forces, and in cafe of flight 
to hold them out to fiaughter; which done, themfelves begin upon the enemy. Thus, 
that neceflity which is the mother of all brave performances in vulgar fpirits, and which 
the ancients fo much fought to call upon the foldier, by hills, rivers, and fuch fituatiohs, 
the Turks carry along in all places, thereby forcing valour even out of'fear ; fo ferving 
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themfclves effeftually of people neither valiant nor afteftionate, and that without mtrea- 
ties, donatives, or other inconvenient indulgence of governmentp 1 hus of their 

land forces, d'helr navies are provided for the feas within theii’ own dominions ; the 
chief are the Biack Sea and the Mediterranean. The Hellefpant I efteem but a paflage 
from die one to the other. Their Bofphoran fleet trades into the Black Sea upon 
feveral iervices, as to invatle the Mufcovites, Circafles, Colfacks, with others, returning 
in July or Auguft, laden with honey, wax, and efpecially wood and flaves, which it 
tranfports to Alexandria, buying therewith flax, fugar, fherbets, rice, tapeftry, corn, and 
other Pigyptian comniodides ; with which, ami part of the tribute in Jaiiuaiy, they re¬ 
turn for tioiiftantinople ; fo enjoying the trade-winds, which in thofe parts ufually in 
fummer fit northerly, imd in winter foutheriy. 

The other part of their navy ferves upon the Mediterranean; it is called the Barbary 
fleet: it is the more warlike, and acknowledges the Grand Seignior, but not fo abfolute, 
for the gains of the other fleet goes to his coffers j but what the Moors get is their own^ 
whicli makes them more earneil in piracy, and defirous to be held as pirates, to gain a 
kind of liberty, and that all Chriftians may be prize, without any impediment by league 
at court. This the Turk grants under their excufe of their difobedience and piracy; he 
infefts thofe Chriflians who, being in league with him, he could by 110 other pretence 
weaken; and this alfo, in cife of neceflin", keeps him an exerciied fleet for war, 1 hat 
this is connivance appears plain, for he claims and protedts their cities, though not their 
perfons; and they never make booty of Turkifh goods or fubjeft, though a Chriftiaii; 
and divers of them I faw failing in the midft of the royal armado ; yet they counterfeit 
the pirate fo well, that the gallies and veflels of Algiers will not come within the Darda- 
nelU; and myfelf, not then knowing this art, had at Rhodes, by a rafh miftake, 
almoft loft my liberty; where the admirars galleon of Tripoly, coming for frefli 
water, rode in the mouth of the port above three hours, without cafting anchor, as pre¬ 
tending fear of being within command t this made me judge it an Englifli fliip, as like- 
wife the colours, which fo far off I took for the klng^s. Wherefore, defirous to fee my 
countrymen, I hired a Greek boatman to carry me thither, where being almoft arrived, 
I perceived my defperate error ; from wlience I was forced with entreaty, money, and 
my dagger at his breaft, to make him row me olfi 

The I’urksare but ill provided with feamen ; for befides renegadoes, they have but 
few flulful fiiilors, and w^ould have had fewer, but that, as of old, the Carthaginian hofti- 
lity exercifed the Romans at fea, who elfe had not fo early learned navigation, and by 
confequence could not lb loon have maftered the world. Jult fo (though in a far weaker 
manner) doth Florence and Malta conteft with the Turk at lea, enough to practice bu£ 
not defeat him. To which efteft I have heard fome of them lay, by way of jeer, that 
the Grand Duke and Malta did by the Grand Seignior, like little barking dogs about a 
Hon, keep him awake ; and if fometinies they ventured to give him a nip, it did but rouze 
him, Without any hurt of importance : for ought I knew, they had reafon ; for though 
refiftance be neceffary, yet wJien fo inl'ufficient it is \vorfe than none. 

d'heir terms of navigation are Italian, owing either to their flaves being moft of 
that nation, or that themfelves, inlanders originally, have a language defective in mari¬ 
time affairs. Their veffels are either Turkifli built or prizes ; their own buik they call 
caramuzals, many whereof are great fhips ; all have rounds on the outfide like Itairs, 
the ftern and fore-caftle built four or five (lories high, fo as 1 have feen fome of them 
carry feven or eight hundred paffengers. l"hat form makes them flow of fail, unwarlike, 
and eafily overfet by weather. Their gallies are light, of an excellent mould, and 
endure an high fea, ^ecijally thofe of Rhodes. 
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The main ftrength of both their fleets, are tall Ihips J^keti from the HollatiJers, 
where the cowardife of that nation is made a weapon againft all Chrillendom, and 
teaches us what a virtuous cruelty it would be to bar raiifoni, or return to all who 
yield their fliips, upon what odds foever. All great examples have a little of the uii- 
juft. Now tliough this might feem hard meafure to fuch who yielded upon extreme 
odds, yet were it neither fo general a mifchief, nor fo important as the contrary indul* 
gence; and meai would not only become more refolute in thofe necefliiies, but more 
wary of going 111 provided. 

Nothing makes the Hollanders fo faint, as the Turkilli known decree of impunity, 
and perfonal liberty to fuch as furrraider without difcharge of artillery; wherefore 
they feeing prefent fafety in yiekiing, and no future deflruftion at home, do eafily 
give up other men’s goods for their own fecurity. Upon thefe terms the admiral’s 
galleon wherein 1 failed, a goodly veffel of forty brave pieces, had been taken, as the 
Turks aflured me, by two of their polakers of ten or twelve guns a piece. Our lliips 
they do not willingly fet upon, not only for their able defence, but alfo becaufe the 
veflel, which ufed to be a confiderablc piece of the booty, is to them unufeful; for 
their employments being piracy, can make little ufe of an Engliili bottom, whole 
mould is too flow for that purpofe; wherewith they afked me how we did In war at 
Xea, where our eiiejnies might come on, or off, at leifure. I replied, thofe which came 
into their feas, were private merchants veflels of trade, flugs made only for burden and 
weather; but for war our king had a royal navy of another frame, the befl for fail and 
6ght in the world. 

The ftrangeft thing I found among the Turkifli mariners, was their incredible civility: 
I, who had often proved the barbarifin of other nations at fea, and above all others of 
OUT owm, fuppofed myfelf amongll bears, til! by experience I found the contrary j and 
that not only in ordinary civility, but with fo ready lervice, fuch a patience, fo fweet 
and gentle a way generdly through them all, as made me doubt whether it was a 
dream or real. If at any time I flood in their way, or encumbered their ropes, they 
would call me with a Janum, or Benum, terms of greatefl atfeflrion, and that with an 
incline, a voice, a gefture fo refpeftive, as aflured me their other words (which I un- 
derflood not) were of the lame ftrain. The captain’s chief gain in this voyage is by 
paffengers; yet if intereft fhare m this behaviour, they are not quite void of it that 
can acl it fo well: nor are they irreligious, for all the voyage, morning and evening, 
they falute the fun with three general fhouts, and a prieft faying a kind of litany, 
every prayer ending with kicboon, that is, be angels prefent; the people anfwer, 

in manner of a Ihout, Homin, that is. Amen. 

Thus much of the military part of Turkey; to which I add the point of 
fortification: herein their proceeding is direftly contrary to the Spaniards ; he not 
having multitudes of his own fufficient to plant colonies, is forced in all his 
conquefts (if he will have any people to govern over) to preferve the naturals. 
Now they not being affured in affection, mull be awed by fortrefs, which is a 
way not only unfure, but fo chargeable, as makes him gain but little by his 
winnings. 

The Turk, on the other fide, well ftored witli people, firft confiders what num¬ 
ber of his own he will alGgn for Timariots to each province which he takes; then he 
deftroys all its nobility, and fo far of the vulgar, till there reft only fuch a proportion 
as may till the land, and be awed by thofe Timariots, with other forces ready ; that 
remainder is kept to manure the land. This thus eftabliflied, he needs not the fortrefe 
for himfeft, nor will he leave it a refiige for enemies or rebels: yet if it be a frontier, 
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he does not quite dcmolifli hut keeps it in fuch cafe ^as may hold out till he might 
fend an army^ ever fappofing himfelf mailer of the field ; v/herefore, as it hands in 
more or tefs danger, lo it is provided. Thus, in HmiGfary the caftle of Belgrade is 
neither rafech nor carefully maiuLained ; but that of Buda is guarded with a ftrong 
garrifon : all thofe within the kingdom are pulled down, ib it is in his other counrrieSp 
His maritime fortifications, hecaufe of fuddcn accefs by fail, arc held in the rule of 
frontiers, iuid withal to ccouiiand the haven, yet is not the care of them fo diligent as 
hi Cliriftendonu They every where gave me free accefs, exceptmg Eg}'p£5 where 
the extraordinary lubtle malice of that people, makes more vigilance and reitraint 
than elfewhere, Noav follows their religion, wfiereiii I noted only tlie politic infiiitutions 
thereof: thcfe obfervations moving only in that ipherc, cannot jar wdtii a higher, though 
the motion feem contrary, Mahomet, noting the outward foleninides wherewith other 
religions ente^ained the minds of men^ he judged them perhaps in part efteiiiifiate, as 
thole dainty pictures and miific in churches, thofe. ft range veftures and proceffioas 5 
and partly chargeable, as thofe fl;ately facrificer, and other folemnities of the heathen, 
and all driven already to that hcigbth, as he could not outgo; wherefore he refufcd 
to build his fed thereon; nor did he much affect to fupport it with miracles, whofe 
credit frequent impoftors had rendered fufpecled to the world, but rather chofe to 
build it iipon the fword, which with mors affurance commands mankind. Every 
novelty draws men in for a while; but where the gain is not great, they foon grow 
weary, unlefs compulfion hold them on; therefore, in his fir ft beginnings, when he 
w^as aiked what miracles he had to prove his doctrine, he, dravdng forth his fcinietar, 
laid, that God having had his miracles fo long flighted by the incredulity of men, 
would now plant his laws with a ftrong hand, and no more leave them to the dlfcre- 
tion of ignorant and vain man 5 and that he had therefore fent him in the power of 
the fword, rather than of imracles. From hence it is, that now their boys ride to cir- 
cumcifion, bearing an iron club in their hands. NevertheJefs he failed not to frame 
his fe£t fo as might take human nature; not the intelleftaal part, for all fuperftidoii 
fubfifts on weak hypothefes, whofe plauflble reafon may for a while prevail in rhe 
world, by pofleffing fome lhallow, rafli, peremptory brains, but cannot hold out long, 
unlefs it had better root than that of argument: he therefore made it comply with 
the main parts of cur nature, hope and fear ; to the one he fet out a paradife ; to the 
other, though not a hell, yet a fhrewd purgatory. His preachmg of paradife more 
than hell, favours hope above fear, thereby filling the mind with good courage, wliich 
was much to his military purpofe ; for he finding the fword to be the foundation of 
empires, and that to manage the ftvorc!, the rude and fenfual are more vigorous than 
mis foftened in a mild rational way of civility, did firft frame his inftitutions to a rude, 
infolent fenfuallty : after which education, he fitted his future pretences juft unto fuch 
capacities,^ Wherefore feeing that men^s opinions are in great part complexional and 
habitual, it is no wonder to fee them taken with promifes, which to us feem beaftly 
and ridiculous. They as much defpife ours ; and in a more natural! way every tiling is 
feeeivi^d, not at the rate of its own worth, but as it agrees with the receiver’s humour^ 
whereby their hopes and fears, though falfe, prevail as ftrongly as if true, and ferve 
the ffate as effedtually, becaufe, opinion, which moves all our actions, is governed by 
the apparancy of things, not by the reality. Now, to the intent that the moft notable 
fencies of men might be entertained, there are four feveral orders in their religion, alF 
very malicious againft Ghriftians : otherwife I had not noted them vicious, exceptmg 
their profefled fodomy, which in the Levant is not held a vice. Each order upholds ^ 
its reputation vtpon fome one peculiar virtue, wliich alone it profeffes, not pretending to 
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, . - , . Calenderiin, upon chaftlty; wearing an iron ring through the Ikin of 

Ins yard; in W I have noted u capable of being talten oif with fnCill ditEcuUy. 
^ he Haggiemhu, on nimic arid love-fongs. llie Torlacchi, on revelation and enthL 
lalm, to fortel and divert divine wrath. The inofl rigid fpirits are the Derviflar, like 
Baa: s pnefts, kiincmg^- themfelyes with knives- "Fhefe Derviflar have murdered divers 
halhaws, and alio attempted lome of the emperors in the midfi; of their armies ■ 
io dangerous are violent Ipints when feconded by religion, which being the only 
pretence, m its way glorihed to umpire fovereign authority, is to be kept within 
us^due hmits, left mftead of co-operating with the hate, it grow abided beyond that 

All thefe fefts are governed by one head, called the Mufd, whofe authority unites 
^1? ^ fupprefimg inch dilorders as the fcruples or iiitereft of men raife 

This Mufti IS created by the emperor, to whom he is held ever hibordinate, which’ 
makes the lurkilli theology excellently to correfpond with the ftate, as depi-nding 
thereon; and leems of reafoii more politic, than if tliis ecclefiaftic head were of ano¬ 
ther country, or othei-wifc independent upon tlie prince; whereby having intereds- 
apart, lie might often make God Almighty feem to decree more conformable thereto,, 
than either to the occafions of the prince or commonwealth, for all heathenilh ■ gods 
are ufedlike puppets ; they feem to fpeak, yet it is not they, but the man who, in a 
concealed manner, fpeaks through them what he plsafes; that part is afted by the 
expounders of their Alcoran now, as of the oracles or Sybils books of old. H^eby 
the Muiti ferves to animate the foldlers, by colouring of public impreffes with divine 
authority, and alfo to decide controverfies, when they are too unruly for any arbitra¬ 
ment, not held divine; wherefore he frequently confuUs witli the Grand Vizier, who 
as the foul of the ftate, mfpires him to the purpofe thereof. Full of that god he gives 
his oracles; they pafs for grounded upon the Alcoran, which is given mu for the word, 
of God ; it is written in Arabic verfe, in form of dialogue, between the angel Gabriel 
and their prophet; it is prohibited to be tranllated, which both prelerves the Arabic 
tongue, and conceals religion. All fet texts are obnoxious to feveral expofidons, thence 
grows diftraflion: fo hath this bred four different fets of Mahometans, each interpret- 
it accordhig to the genius of its nation, the.Tartars Amply, the Moors and Arabs 
fuperftitioufiy, the Perfians ingenuoufly^ the lurks with moft liberty^ each nation, 
icorns to yield imto other in opinion, for honour^s fake, cipecially theXurk Md Per^- 
fian, who, intending the coiiqueft of one another, do, after the old cuftom of princes, 
dilaffea their people in religion towards the enemy, that they may be more fierce and 
obftmate agaiuft him. In this point the Turk grows difadvantageH, for of late his 
people begin to be infeded with Perfianifm. I have heard many of them in public ac¬ 
knowledge the Perfians better Mahometans than themfelves; which makes the 
Turks much braver foldiers upon the Chriftian than upon the Perlian: agajnft the one, 
they are carried by zeal, malice, and difdain; but againft the other, only by a national 
emulation. This impreffion is made deeper by many other circumftancps, infomuch 
as divers Janiflaries have told me, that they go to the wars of Perfia very unwillingly, 
but to thefe of Poland or Hungary as to-paftimes. One of their priefts told me^ of 
an old prophecy they have. That their emperor fiiould wiij the red apple, and in the 
feventh year after, if they did not defend themfelves brayely, the Chrifdans fhould 
overcome them; but howfoever, in the twelfth, they fliould at the fartheft be over- 
come by the Chriftians. The red apple, he faid, w.is Conftantinople, though fome,. 
quoth he, hold it to be Rome. I holding fuch prophecies rather cunning than true,’ 
fearched after the plot thereof; wherefore I iqtreated him to tell me bow much time: 


was 
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was contained in thofe years ; he anfwered, that each year fome had limited by the 
ae-e of Mahomet; but, quoth he, in vain, for it is prohibited us to fearch into the times 
appointed: that claufe gave me fome light, for I remembered, among other caules ot 
a Hate’s prefervation, one afligns proximity oi danger: his reafon is, became appre- 
henfion of danger caufes vigilance and diligence, wherein lies fafety. Hereupon this 
prophet, to make the Turks vigilant againH the Chnftians, threatens them with the 
fev^th year, yet not fo inevitable, but valour may refill j and to make every year 
provided againft, as that, therefore it is prohibited to fix the time deternniiate: then 
their fatal deftruaion, not to pafs the twelfth year, makes them m the meanwhile uie 
the Chrillians, as their future dellroyers, with much hollility, as a revenge anticipated ; 
'^vhich ferves right to the pnrpofe of the ftate. And when all conies to all^ thole years 
fas fuch prophetical times ufe) are like to prove very long ones. 

Amongft other qualities whereby Mahonietifin poflefles the iinnds of men, one is 
its plealing doctrine. I remember when their prophet in the Alcoran alks the angel 
concerning venery, and fome other delicacies of life, he tells him that God did 
give man fuch appetites to have them fruftrated, but enjoyed, as made for the guft of 
man, not his torment, wherein his creator delights not. 1 hefe kind of opinions mil 
ever be welcome to flefh and blood when as the contrary over great feverity of difci^ 
pline would have pleafed none, but fome few auffere complexions, and to the greater 
part would have feemed but a perfecttion of nature, or perhaps hypocritical, whofe 
reputation might have foon been loft in fcandaL 

The cunning of that feconding human inclination, appears in the different fuccels 
of two politic ads of the Alcoran; the one permits polygamy, to make a numerous 
people, which is the foundation of all great empires ; the other pretending a devil in 
every grape, prohibits wine; thereby it hardens the foldier, prevents diforder, and 
facilitates public provifion. The firft, as pleafmg to nature, is generally received ; 
the other is borne down by appetite, fo as more drink wine than forbear it, 1 hus, 
he maintaining his inftitutions by feconding of human difpofition, llicceeds more 
readily than thofe whofe ordinances, by crofling it, go as it were againft the grain. 
Now thegreateft number of men being govern^ by pallions, in all people they have 
been entertained, for the prefent life, with juftice ; for the future, with religion : yet 
there were ever found fome few intelleftual complexions, in whom the underftanding 
prevailed above the paflions. Thofe difcerning wits could not receive the grofs fup- 
pofals upon which the heathenifh fiiperftitions relied; wherefore, to train them in fuch 
ways as civil focieties require, they were inftruded in a feeming rational 'way, wherein 
they were amufed about an intelligible world, ftored with rewards of honour, virtue, 
and knowledge ; with punifhments of infamy, vice, and ignorance,^ 1 hefe were to 
them inftead ofElyfian fields, or infernal rivers, and, as fome fcofters think, but of 
little better affurance, only righter framed to fuch capacities. By thefe fpeculations, 
contemplative heads, who elfe might dangerou fly have bufied themfelves about ftate 
affairs, were finally moped and diverted. To which purpofe I have often confidered, 
whether learning is ever like to come in requeft among the Turks, and as far as con¬ 
jecture may venture, I doubt not thereof, for learning is not admitted in the beginning 
of empires —moresy nec Jmit tjfe feros^ and fo weakeneth the fvvord : but wfren 
once that hath bred greatiiefs and floth, then with other effeminacies come in letters* 
Thus, in Rome, at the firft, philofophers were banilhed as inaftive, but upon the con- 
quefts of Carthage and Greece they crept in j and the Turkilh empire confifts much of 
thofe countries, whofe air makes fpeculative wits, and which of old bred the greateft 
divines, philofophers, and poets in the world : w'herefore, though for fome ages the 
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Turkifh race may retain its own proper fiercenefs, yet in time thofe fubtlle climates 
and mixture in blood with the people thereof, will gentilize and infeft it with the an* 
dent fofmefs natural to thofe places. .1 have often feen copies of love verfes, and 
fome few pieces of mathematics, pafs amongfl them with much applaufe. I faw one 
for finging, and compofing of two or three fonnets, had at a feaft in Belgrade at 
Hungary, a horfe given him worth near twenty pounds EngliHi j and in the accefs of 
ail arts, poets have ever made the fir ft entry, as with their fictions and mufic, aptefl 
to charm favage brains. Thus, Orpheus in Greece, and our bards in England, began 
the dance to all other fciences. Statuary and painting can never come into Turkey, 
by reafon of their foperftition, which not only abhors worfliipping of fuch forms, but 
making of them. As for other learning, i. is like to infiiiuate but by degrees, and 
with many repulfes, as a corruption moll pernicious to their religion, efpecially the 
fearching parts of philofophy, which ftomach that fenfiml paradife, as hath been noted 
in Averroes, Avicenna, a]id others who could nor endure it: thereupon the academy^ 
which began to rife up at Bagadat, was fupprefl’ed ; yet let no man conclude that this 
can hinder philofophy, for there can never want wits able to bend it to religioii with 
them, as well as Plato wdth the Grecians, and Aquinas w^ith the Romanifls. 

Now the natural courfe of things much follows the fun, who gives life to all; where¬ 
fore this Cyclopedia hath been obferved to run from eafl to wefk Thus, have molt 
civilides and fciences came, as fome think, from the Indian gymnofophifts into Egypt, 
from thence into Greece, fo into Italy, and then over'the Alps, into thefe faint north- 
weft; parts of the world, whence if the Inquifition hinder not, perhaps they may pafs 
into thofe new plantations weftward, and then return in their old circle among the 
l^evantines, wholes wits feem more abflrufe, and better fixed for contemplation, but 
ours more nimble and ready, fo as their difeourfes are more profound, ours morefuper- 
ficial ana plaufible; and were I to account for the lofs of their aiideiir authors, I fhould 
not only accufe language, tyranny, war, and ecclefiaftica! intereft, bu^ eJpecially this 
different reliffi, and firain of our fancy from theirs, for I have found it in conceits, as in- 
airs of mufic. In great part that takes not with them which much affeSs us: our very 
reafon differs. Before I dole this point of Turkifh religion, I muff remember two 
principal points ; one is predeftinadon, the other purgatory: the firft not meant in 
matters of lalvatlon, but of fortune and fuccefs in this life, they peremptorily aflert 
fixed delfiny, and not avoidable by any ad of ours. I had two notable examples, one 
was at Rhodes, where juft: as we entered the port, a French lackey of our company 
died with a great plague fore, which he had catched of the gunner’s mate, who, with 
one running upon him, converfed, and llept amongfl: us. 1 he reft: were fo far from 
fear at his death, as they fat prefently eating and drinking by him, and within half an^ 
hour after his removal, llept on his blanker, with his cloaths mftead of a pillow; which* 
when I advifed them not to do, they pointed to their foreheads, telling me it was 
written there at their birth when they Ihould die. They efcaped, yet divers of the 
pafl’engers died thereof before we got to Egypt* The other was m my paflage to 
Adrianople in Thrace; myfelf, the JanilTary, and one more being in the coach, we 
paflied by a man of good quality, and a foldier, who lying along, with his horfe by him, 
could hardly fpeak fo much as to intreat us to take him into the coach. ITie JanilTary 
made our companion ride his horfe, taking the man in, whofe breafl being open* and 
full' af pla@;tie tokens, I would not have had him received; but he in like manner, 
pointing to his own forehead and mine, told me we could not take hurt,, unlefs it 
were written there, and'that then we could not avoid it* The fellow died in the 
night by our lides: and in out indemnky approved this confidence to be fometimes^ 
^ ^ ^ fortunate^ 
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fortunate, how Avife foever; doubt left for the public it caufes valour, and prevonls that 
interruption if trade, wherewith the office of health in Italy ruins greater numbers dail\^ 
than any plague ever did. I thought this opinion of fate had iilually taken men oh 
from all induffrious care of their own fafety j but in dangers at fea, and other cales 
where diligence may evidently itnport, I have Itill lound the contrary; and in luch 
currence as thefe, where indullry is not of nianifelt avail, this affuranc^ does not fo 
much hurt in leaving vain care, as good in Itrengthening the fpirits, whole uecaj yields 
a man up to all bad impreflions. They admit no hell for any but thofe who believe 
not Mahomet; their own people they affright with a purgatory, which holds but till 
dooms-day. It is aaed in the grave ; the pain is infliaed by a bad angel, whofe force 
is leffened by a good one, according as the party's life was led. io ftrengthen this 
good angel, they do many works of charity. This furnillieth all Turkey witli excel¬ 
lent hanes, hofpitals, and melkeetoes ; this makes the heft bridges, and highways that 
can be imagined, and ftores them with fountains for the relief of paffeiigers : Tliele 
fair works lb caufed, feemed to me like dainty fruit growing out of a dung-hill; but 
the virtues of vulgar minds are of fo bafe a nature, as mull be manured with loolilh 
hopes and fears, as being too grofe for the finer nutriment of reafon. ihefe were 
the chief points I obferved in their religion ; only the mamier of its exercife remains, 
which, in brief, is thus ; to every raelkeeto is adjoined a liigh llender fpire fteeple, ou¬ 
tlie outlide whereof on Iiigh, is made round with a door opening fouth eafl, or eaft,. 
as-the country lies towards Mecca; .here the prieft entering, with his hands bowed over, 
his ears, walking round, turning on the right hand, with a loud voice tells the people 
many times over, that there is but one God. T his being done, all the devouter^ fort, 
which are not many, go to church, and fay their prayers, and continually repeating— 
AUoyh-VaUoyh-HibiUoypb, that is, the feveral names of God. Their geftures are firll 
fittmg crofs-legged, wafting of the body; then proftrating themfelves twice on 
their face, they kife the earth; afterward they rife, and Hand witii their hands bowed 
over their ears, but never do they kneel, or uncover the head, holding thofe poftures 
unman ly ; fo different are the opinions of nations in point of reverence and decency. 
This fervice is performed five times a day, firll at day-break, then at mid-day, at midft 
of the afternoon, at fun-fet, and more than an hour after. The firll and lall made a 
fine Ihow, having all the melkeetoes hung full of burning lamps. This frequency 
of prayer requires none to the chm'ch but perfons at leifure; others make their 
liotffes or highways ferve, and was dcvifed by Sergius the monk, as it is diought in 
mutation of his four times of Pater mjier ; knowing that religion runs no greater 
danger than of oblivion, and therefore foould be often called to mind. Their chief 
day is Friday, yet it hinders no market for ought 1 could fee, and feemed of no more 
regard, than a faint's day alinoft worn out. They have two folemn times. By ram and 
Ramdan; they are both Lents, the firll lafts three days, the other a month ; their fall 
is according to the Jewilh manner, not in quantity or quality of meats, but in time; 
for all day long tliey may neither eat, drink, nor ufe any fort of veiiery ; but at the- 
ajjpearing of the firll liar they make themfelves amends in gluttonnefs, drimkemiefs, 
and lull. They have one piece of divinity, which I w'onder is not tranfplanted to other 
countries; that is, a cullom of the priells to fell their merit; fome more, fome lefs, 
according to the fanftimony of the feller, and time limited. I once, at Sophia, faw one fell, 
the virtue of two years hermitage for a piece of blue cloth fufficient for two Turk! lit. 
coats, and a quantity of rice, about five bulhels Englilh : price enough confidering the 
wear in itfelf; and yet not dear, if we reckon the advantages of a religious reputation. 
Next their ghurjch, .Lmull place the .tribunal,-for their judg^ are always -e-cclefiaftical- 
....... * perfons; 
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perfons j whereby both orders joined give reputation to one another, and not only re¬ 
putation, but maintenance; for thefe places of judicature are the only preferment of the 
priefthood, wherewith the prieft and judge being maintained in the fame perfon, two 
gaps are flopped with one bulh, without caufing any part of the land to lie dead in 
the hands of the clergy, or otherwife impoverilliing the people with tithes. There are 
divers orders of judges, efpecially two ; the Cady, and over him the Moulacady, like 
a lord chiei juftice; the fupreme head of judicature is the Mufti, In great cafes there 
lies appeal; but none beyond the Mufti; his decrees the emperor himfelf will not 
queftion, for indeed they are fecretly guided by his affent, and the Grand Vizier’s. 
Thefe judges are all, excepting the Mufti, limited to fet precinas, and when comiaed 
of corruption, they are made horrid examples. The main points wherein the Turkifii 
juftice differs from that of other nations are three; it is more fevere, fpeedy, and ar¬ 
bitrary. They hold the foundation of all empii-e to confift in exaa obedXnce, and 
that in exemplary feverity ; which is undeniable in ail the world, but more notable in 
their ftate, made up of feveral people different in blood, fea, and intereft, one from 
another, not linked in afteaion, or any common engagement towards the public good, 
other than ^ what mere terror puts them upon; a fweet hand were inefleaual upon 
fuch a fubjea, and would foon find itfelf flighted; therefore the Turkifli juftice 
curbs, and executes, without either remorfe or refpea, which fucceeds better than 
ever the R-omans did, with all their milder arts of civility. Compare their conqueffs 
with thofe made by the Turk, and you will find his to contintie quiet and firm, theirs 
not fecure for many ages; witnefs firft Italy, then Greece, and France, always full of 
rebellions, confpiracies and new troubles, which were caufed by their lenity, that did 
not humble the conquered fo low as it fljould; for rebellion is nothing but bold dil- 
comem;_ fo that as there is required difeontent, fo rauft there be alfo fome ftrength of 
fpirit, without which the difeontent cannot quicken into rebellion, but faints into a 
ftupified humility.^ All viSory diigufts the lubdued; a mild viflor leaves that dif. 
gufted Ipirit for mifehief, but the reniorfelels way of the Turk mortifies it, by an op- 
preffion which fecures him : to this effea, I have heard divers of them boaft, that God 
hath appointed them for an iron rod over other nations ; and in moft parts of Turkey, 
efpecially^ Sclavonia, Bofnah, Hungary, Macedonia and Thrace, the fierceft people of 
that empire, oyer all public places he fets a great iron club, to intimate what they muff 
truft to, nor does he fo much rely upon the people’s affeaion, which would tie him to 
a refpeftful, and lefs abfolute domination, and then alfo be in their power to alter, as 
that ftrength which is in his own hand makes him more himfelf, and binds with the 
of fear, whereunto human nature is ever enthralled. The fecond point wherein 
their juftice excels, is the quick difpatch. If the bufinefs be prefent matter of faft, 
then, upon the leaft complaint, the parties and teftimonies are taken, and fuddenly 
brought before the judge by certain Janizaries, who vtith great ftaves guard each ftreer, 
as our night watchmen at London. The caufc is ever in lefs than two hours dilpatched, 
execution inftantly perforihed, unlefs it appear a caufe fo important, as is allowed an 
app^l to the Moulacady, where alfo it is as fpeedily decided. If it be matter of title 
or right, the parties name their witneffes, who fliall prefently be forced to come in; 
for they have no old deeds, or any other reckonings beyond the memory of man; in 
fuch cafes poffeffion and modern right carries it, without that odious courfe nf looking 
too far backward into the times paft. This expedition avoids confufion, and clears the 
court, whereby it becomes fufficient for many caufes, and fo for a great people. Kpw, 
as for the particular perfon, though fometimes he feems difadvantaged by the hafte, 
■which may make judgment ralh; yet that hafte not being paffionate, it happens not 
VOL. X. L L often j 
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often • nor then likely is Ilfs damage therein worfe than with us, where after the fur- 

pence: delay, and ch^ of fuit, the overfrght of a lavjer may, PJgJ' 

Lc lofe a good caufe; To that after a man hath been miferably detain^ to fttch difad- 
va^tage of L other affairs, that he had better have loft his fuit at firft, then doth it 
finalif depend not fo much on its own bare right, as upon the advocate s fufficiency. 
The [aft notable point of their judicature is, they have little fixed laws, and therewth 
flourifliing, make good that of Tacitus^in pejtwa repubUca plunma leges ; yet^ 
pretend m judge by the Alcoran ; whereby the opinion of divine authority does conn- 
Teiiance thife^arbitrary decifions, which without feme authentic law to juftify them, 
tvould hardly be endured. This Alcoran is manifeftly no book of particular law c^^, 
Xieforethey pretend its ftudy does notinform thejudge literally, but by way ofillu- 
miSn which not being givi to fecular perfons, does neatly put lofers off from re- 
Erefngtofdves to the texl The jultice being arbitrary, makes U m their ^pinmn 
the nmre to the puipofe of the public; for the judges knov^g themfelves but mftrt^- 
ments of ftate, and that in its favour is their eftablifliment, they will ever judg y 
ihtereft thereof, if not out of honefty, yet for then- own advancement. r t i, ^ 

i murt eternally remember the Turkifh juftice for honour to ftrangers, whereof I have 
had [wiL eTperience; firft at Saraih ii Bofnah, where I was forced tojuftice by a 
Chriftmn, whL I had fore wounded, threatening to buy me fora ^ve.m 
Girafe was declared by two Turks, my compamons, the judge not only freed me vith 
Sordslkd gefture vely refpeftive, bul fined my adverfary m forty dollars, and menaced 

him with death if any mifchief were plotted againft me. _ -ii but 

Another time, at Adrianople, eleven or twelve ot us fuppmg together, all Turks but 
myfelf, there Was a foulack, who is an officer very eminent about the emperor s perf™ , 
he got fo beaftly drunk, as in the night, he having a lodgmg m the top of Ae hane, 
miftookhirnfelf/ tumbled off to the ground, and within few hours ^ 

morning all the company were imprifoned but me, who m the 
a decayed corner of the hane, and hid myfelf under a bridge without the 
man was fined as circuraftance did either excufe oragpvate; 
thoufand afpers, fome twice as much. Thejudge, by r^on of my %ht, fufpeaed 
feme extraordinary guilt in me, and had fent out Janizaries for my appreh^ 

I, feeing the outrageous drunkemiefs of the Turks, had all my voyage pretended 
for little lefs than a commandment in the religion of my country, not to drmk above 
three draughts at a meeting, whereby the refpea of confaence gave me that privilege 
offobrietv, which no other excufe could have obtamed; wherefore, when thejudge 
was bv tfte reft informed of my abftinence, and that I had no hand in the excefe, he 
called back the officers, and pronounced me free; wherem, whether he redded me 
as abftemious, or as a ftranger, I could not learn. One cuftom m their juftice I have 
found, which confutes our vulgar maxim, that fays no commerce can be mainMned 
without fidelity of oath, for all Turkey is but a mifcellany of people, whofe religions 
have little effect upon the confcience 5 and that drowned in faftion againtt one ano- 
ther, fome of them, as the Zinganaes, do notfo much as pretend to my God : m this 
cafe an oath were of too flender credit for matters of importance; for he who will 
commit teftimony to oath, -muftbe fore to uphold in the people an aweful and tender 
fenfe of divine power, or elfe in trufting oaths with trials, he ex^ts knavery m the 
oppreffion of truth; wherefore they put not the witneffes to oath, but e^^mme them 
apart, wherein fome wife Daniels may have fuch art of queftions fo unexpetied, and 
of fuch fecret confequeace, as no premeditate agreement can prevent: a tafte untneis 
endures what the accufed ftiould have done, had he been guilty. The word ot.a 
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known Turk, upon the faith of a Muflelman, bears down all other teftiraony, 
relieved by ftrong circumftances. Three women make but one wiinefs. 

When any man dies, the land in moft parts of Turkey is in the emperor’s gift, who 
alfo hath the tenth of his moveables, the reft firft pays the widows their jointure agreed 
and inrolled ; tlien what remains is equally divided among his children. The fon of 
any great commander neither inherits his fatherjs dignity, nor is admitted to new. 
Thus are both riches and honour hindered from continuing in a family, whereby none 
hath any credit with the people, but as inftruments to the Grand Seignior, who being 
foie giver of all, every man fitshimfelfto his employments, without poffibility of any 
greatnefs unferviceable, independant, or dangerous to the crown. For place, the 
right-hand they hold uppermoft for the clergy, and the left for a foldier, becaufe it 
gives a man poffeffion of his companion’s fword. Thus, do both orders converfe with¬ 
out the depreffion of either. Upon this body of their laws, I will fet one note con¬ 
cerning their head. Every ftate is then belt fitted, when its laws and governors fuit 
with the end whereto it is framed. A ftate ordered only to prefervation, is then happy 
when its laws not only bid peace, for that is vain, but contrive it, and when the prince 
is of a peaceable nature; but the Turkifh empire is. originally coropofed to amplify by 
war, and for that purpofe keeps the foldiery in continual pay, wherefore it is beft fitted 
to a prince of nature violent and warlike, of which ftrain the Mahometan race ufed to 
be; and when any of them hath chanced to prove mild, though never fo juft and re¬ 
ligious, it hath been found lefs profitable and glorious to the empire, than the violence 
of the others, although accompanied with much tyranny. Therefore the fuppofed 
errors of Sultan Murat, now reigning, being manifeftly thofe of a ftout fpirit, agree 
with the violent nature of the government, wherein they are not fo pernicious as the 
Chriftians imagine. To thefe better parts of their juftice, I muft attack the main dif- 
order which defames it, that is, their infatiable covetoufiiefs, which, in a moral or theo¬ 
logical way, this difcourfe cannot lay hold onj but in civil refpe£ts, it is a thing of 
dangerous effefl:, many times difappointing commands of greateft confequence. Charles 
the a'ghth of France loft the kingdom of Naples, not fo much by any other error, as 
by the covetoufiiefs of his treafurer, the cardinsil of San Malo, in detaining fucli diftiurfe- 
ments as the king had appointed to theprovifions thereof; nor can there be any greater 
defeat of public defigns, than when the commands whereon they rely* are by the ave- 
rice of the inferior niagiftrate made fruftrate: wherefore I noted it as a pernicioua 
piece of government, that after the Baflias had at Sophia made public proclamation to 
hang all Janizaries who fliould be found beliind them, yet did I fee many very confi. 
dently ftay behind, and make their peace for money with the governors of provinces. 
Some told me, that if it fliould come to the emperor’s notice, he would put tliofe go-, 
yeriiors to cruel deaths; and certainly fueh errors can have no lefs remedies: where¬ 
fore Polybius, imd others, as they write, that the jVfricans were always more covetous; 
than thofe of Europe, fo alfo do they accufe them of more cruelty; and fonietimes: 
cruelty is not only the cure of theii- avarice, but the efiefl: of it, for they gladly take- 
any colour for execution upon thofe whofe death affords a good confifeation. 'I’he fourth 
point propofed, was their moral parts: thofe I compare to glaffes; the education and 
laws of a country ate the moulds wherein they are blown to this or that lhape, but the. 
metal is the fpirit of a man, therefore with that I will begin. It hath been maintained, 
that men are naturally born, fome for flavery, others to command; divers coiht 
plexions make men timid, dextrous, patient, induftrious, and of other qualities right. 
for fervice; others are naturally magnanimous, confiderate, rapacious, daring, and 
peremptory. No man can fay, nature intends the one fort to obey, the other.to rule; 
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for if nature hath intentions, yet it is vanity to argue them by our model— quisilHM 
fetretis F but fure the latter are very prone to invade the others, and they as apt to bear^ 
This difference of fpirit is manifeft fomedmes in whole nations j as to compare the 
Spanifh with the Sicilian, the bravery of the one, and the pufiUaniiTiity of the other, 
feems naturally to mark out the one for domination, the other for bondage* Thus, 
if ever any race of men were born with fpirits able to bear down the world before them, 
I think it to be the Turk ^ he is in his behaviour (howfoever othenvife) the right fon 
of Iffimael j every man's hand is againft him, and his agalnft every man* Between 
Chrillendom and Perfia, he hatheill the world againft him, he ftill defigns one or both 
for his talk, and that not, as other princes, for counterpoife, with intent of peace, but 
with a refolution, irrevocably engaged, to be all or nothing, Unto the greatnefs of 
their empire, I do much afcribe the greatnefs of their fpirit* No man can expeft in 
Luca or Genoa fuch vaft folid men as in old Rome, for mighty empires exercife their 
fubjefts in mighty employments, which makes them familiar with admirable examples 
and great victories, whereby their minds are enlarged ; whereas petty ftates, with their 
petty employments, timid counfels, and frequent difgraces, impoveriflT, and enfeeble 
mens fancies, rendering them pufillanimous, and too ftrait for great thoughts* Now, 
as all conftitutions of bodies are prone to feveral difeafes peculiar to their frame, fo have 
the minds of men to their divers abilities fome proper way of error ; the fubtile ufe to 
be malicious, Mfe, and fuperftitious; the timid incline to breach of promife, to bafe 
ways of revenge, and the like; the magnanimous are apt to be corrupted with an 
haughty infolency, though in fome fort generous* This is the Turkifti way, remorfe- 
lefs to thofe who bear up, and therefore miftaken for beaftly } but fuch it is not, for it 
conftantly recdves humiliation with much fweetnefs : this to their honour and my fatif- 
faftion I ever found; I had almoft hourly experience thereof, which my unfoiled fuc- 
cefs makes me not blufli to remember: yet not to weary my pen, I will note only my 
fecond day's journey, which in the contrary entertainment of myfelf and a Rhagufean, 
gave me the firft tafte* I, clad in Turkilh manner, rode with two Turks an hour be¬ 
fore our caravan j we found four Spahi Timariots by a river, where we ftayed j they 
were at dinner, and, feeing by my head I was a Chriftian, they called to me; I not un- 
derftanding what they would have, ftood ftill, till they, menacing their weapons, rofe 
and came to me with very ugly looks; I, fmiling, met them, and taking him who 
feemed of moft port by the hand, layed it to my forehead, which with them is the 
greateft fign of love and honour j then often calling him Sultanum, fpoke Englifti, 
which though none of the kindeft, yet I gave it fuch a found, as, to them who under- 
ftood no further, might feem affectionate, humble, and hearty, which fo appeafed 
them, as they made me lit and eat together, and parted lovingly* Prefentiy after they 
met the caravan, where was the Rhagufean, a merchant of quality, who came in at 
Spatatra, to go for Conftantinople; he being cloathed in the Italian faftiion, and ^ruce, 
they jollied him: he not yet confidering how the place had changed his condition, ftood 
Upon his terms, till they, with their axes and iron maces, the weapons of that country, 
broke two of his ribs, in which cafe we left him behind half dead, either to get back as 
he could, or be devoured of beafts* Not two hours after, I walking alone on the other 
fide of the river, met fix or feven more, who efpyinga dagger in my pocket, fnatched 
it fuddenly, and fet it againft my breaft; wherewith, one of them fpeaking Italian, I 
won fo fa^" upon them with refpeftful words, that they had me into a houfe, where we 
eat, drank, and lodged together; and though fame got very drunk, none offered me 
any injury, but kindly advifed me to lay afide that weapon, and ufe fuch as the country 
permitted- Finally, after daily fuccefs in the like kind, I grew fo confident of the 
" 10 Turkifli 
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Turkifh nature, as when lances or knives were often fet againft me, I doubted not mv- 

felf, unlefsit were by a drunkard, or afoldier volunteer ; for drink makes the fancy of 
the one uncertain, and the other gomg to merit paradife by killing of ChriftiL 
was no fafe company for me; nor were my ways being framed only to receive infolency 
able to entertain malice efpec.aUy a malice engaged by religion. This haughty difS 

fLT rather ifpifed than imitated/fo 

that m all the “iland of Turk^, where Chnftian merchants ufenot, if I appeared in the 
eaft part cloatlied hke a C^iBian, I was tufted like an owl among other bfrds. At firlt 
I imputed It to barbanfm but afterwards lamenting thereof to one of the better fort, to 
note how they underltood It, he told me they woSld have no novelties, and therefore 

thno "T ^ perceived it to be a piece rather of mfUtution 

than incivility ; for they defiring perpetual hoftility with the Chriftians, mull eftrange 

cuitoms as much as may be. Now there is no innovation draws hi 
forei™ manneisfafterth^ that of apparel: befides that, it feems honourable for the 

of cloathing; for as the French court gives 
S fo does the Turkilli to the Levantj yet they 

h n ^ loofe manner of garment reported to have 

been ever ufed in the Fall. Their houfes are generally made of brick dried in the fun, 
poor and low, that they may not be worth taking from the child when the father dies. 
The public buddings are larpand ftateiy afar off, and are alfo wonderfolly beautified 
by the abundance of trees plated among the houfes, fo that each city feems rather a 
wood than a city j. winch befide the pleafant afpeft, llielters againft the fummer’s fun and 

not broad, but paved with an high foot-caufey on each- 
iide , m the middle IS apaffage for carts and horfes: Irom the caves, on both Tides, is 
made a boarded arch, not very clofe, yet much defenfive againft fun and rain. Upon 
the takrag of any town, thenrft things they ereft are public baths, which they eftablilli 
With fair revenues ; fo that for Jefs than two-pence any man or woman may be bathed 
with clean Jinen, and never attendant. It is death for any man to enter when women 
bathe, tvhich he ihaJI w by a bar before the door. He or Ihe who bathe not mice or 
tnnce a week, are held nafty ; every time they make water, or other unclean exercife' 
ot nature, they walh thofe parts, little regarding who ftands by. If a dog chance to 
touch their hand, they walh pefently: before prayer they wafli both face and hands, 
lomeomes tne held and privities. Many of their cuftoms have been in Egypt thoufands 
o years be ore Mahometifm ; fo neceffary a thing to prevent difeafes is cleanlinefs in. 
not countiies, and to men of grofs food. To this Herodotus afcribes the old circum- 

^ of Mahomet, who had no diviner warrant, and cared- 
not ror bare inntation j for the authors of fuperftition, when they find cuftoms very 
ufeiul, knowing that reafon fuffices not to hold them in praftice with the vulgar,- they 
plant them amongft their other ceremonies, and make them confcientious, which is the 
only way to put them upon low capacities. In the ikirts of each town, near fome river, or' 
other pleafing profpeft, there ufed toberouiid open garden-houfes, where any may fit 
and pafs time* Befides all lormer refpefts, there is another feat, "which fiirnilhes Turkey 
with magnificent bridges, hanes, mefkeetoes, highways, and other public ftruftures 
that is this: When any provincial governor is, both for riches and rapine, notorious, 
he IS fore ere long to be circumvented, or eHe laid open to the accufer for a confifca- 
tion , he, to prevent this, hath no fairer way, than for the good, to make fome work 
of eminent magnificence, wherein he gains two fafe points of reputation, in being held, 
pious and exhauft; the one. flops the accufer, the other the exchequer. Their diet is. 
‘ ‘ very 
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very full aiid grofs, they will refufe all dainties for a piece of fat mutton, that they feeth 
rice, which is the niofl general food they ufe | they call that mixture Pilawe, over 
it they put milk made thick and four, called Yugurt j with peas, rice, and mutton, 
they make their pottage churbah; thefe are the three ordinary diOies in Turkey; they 
wmt not others, as luxury or neceffity require. Their mighty eating I impute to the 
drinfchig of water, which after a while makes a good flomach, as by experience I found. 
They abhor blood and tilings ftrangled, and care little for fifh or fowl, but often buy 
them alive to let them go; whereto they pretend no metempfychofis, or any other 
reafon but tliat of natural conipaffion j wherein they are fo good, as to let fowl feed on 
tlieir granaries, efpecially in thoft of Jofeph, at Grand Cairo j a place is left open for 
bii’ds, and fome tlioufands of rials yearly fcored oft' for the fame to the Baflia, Thus, in 
Turkey are all birds fo tame, never ufed to violence, as I have thrown my coat upon 
turtle-doves in the highways, and quails would ordinarily hop upon our legs and arms 
as we flept in the fields. Every night they Ihut dogs and cats out of doors; that is a 
piece of their religion, and a cleanly one ; the dogs go moH together, making a hideous 
noife, and are dangerous by night to tliieves and di'unkards j others feldom walk 
among them after it is dark. The only beaflly piece of injuftice I found among the 
Turks, was their conftdence to catch or buy up for a Have, any Chriftian they find in 
the country nor can he efcape, unlefs wdiere he be a fettled known merchant, dr go 
with fome proteftor. I met with many who in fuch voyages as mine had fallen fliorr, 
and prophefied the like to me. I have divers times been put to defend myfelf with my 
knife, from being fhoved into houfes by thofe who would have kept me a flave ^ and 
fcarce any day paft, but fome or other cheapened me with the Janizary, who, if he had 
fold me, I had no remedy befides what difdain of life might have happened. I'his 1 
held the worft part of my danger, and agamft which there is no preparation of affurance 
but m a final refolution, yet as much as in me lay I ufed two ways of prevention j one 
%vas, when they queftioned oiy condition and defign, which was often, I gave them 
fevei^l acccuiits, as I noted the place and auditory, ftill ineffeft to fhew me born rich, 
but fa len to poverty, without any fault of mine, my friends all dead; and that having no 
ability for gain, I had wagered the fmall remains of my fortune upon a return from Con- 
ftaiithvQple and Grand Cairo: this, though far below my fortunes, yet palfed with 
them for truth, and fuch a one as, embelhftied with fit circumlliances, procured me 
efteem and compallion; and which was above all, made me appear unprofitable to the 
buyer, for they buy more in hope of ranfom than fervice, and' therefore often enquired 
where I had any correfpondence. My other way was to note the territories adjoining,, 
with the ways lor flight, to ftudy our company, and giving w^ine to fome, money to 
others, I ever kept in fecret penlion fome of the caravan w'ho underfiiood the language, 
and told me all that paffed. Then in each place of abode 1 acquainted myfelf with fome 
renegade, whofe ftory, after he had delivered, I knew how to make him fo much my 
friend, as in cafe of danger w^ould have helped me to fly or conceal; herein was the 
moftexpence and trouble of my voyage. This excepted, theTurkifh dirpofition is ge¬ 
nerous, loving, and honeft ; fo far from falfiJying his promife, as if he do but lay his 
hand on his breafl, beard, or head, as they ufe, or chiefly break bread with me, if I 
had an hundred lives I dLirft: venture them upon his word, efpecially if he be a natural 
Turk, no Moor, Arab, or Egyptian : to thofc I never committed myfelf, till they had 
engaged wife and childi’en for my fate delivery. They feldom travel fungle, but wait¬ 
ing for a great number bound for the fame place, go and lodge together : this fecures 
from thieves, unMs they oome in troops, and. then the govtKmr fends againft them. 

Though 
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Though great part of Turkey be but of new plantation, and therefore not yet populous, 
neverthelefs, in every place of good pafturagc, there are fiiepherds, foine of them with 
flocks of two or three thoufand, feeding from one city to another, which caufes fuch 
plenty in town and coantry, as for an hallpeiiny, in moll toviis, they fell as much 
roafted mutton as one man can eat, and for two fliillings and three-pence I have feen a 
life fat Iheep bought in places two hundred miles from any dty. In moll towns an half¬ 
penny loaf will fufficetwo or three men a meal. This plenty was firll caufed by depo¬ 
pulation, but will in time breed greater numbers of their own race. The natural 
Turks, and the renegadoes, are not fubieft to thofe taxes and rolls of Chrillendom; 
nor is their quiet and plenty fit to be publilhed among the adjoining Chrillians, only 
vineyards, in whofe hand foever, pay to the fpahies, to the guardians, and others, be- 
caufe wine is a prohibited ware; yet after all thofe perfecutions, it is much cheaper 
there than in Chrillendom, but not every where to be had ; lor though in that point 
Mahomet’s wife order fiiffer violence, yet with the better part it prevails, and makes 
fome drink with fcruple, others with danger-; the bafer fort, when taken drunk, are 
often ballinadoed on the bare feet; and I have feen fome, after a fit of drunkennefs, 
lie a whole night crying and praying to Mahomet for intercellion, that I could not lleep- 
near them; fo Ilrong is confcience even where the foundation is but imaginary. This 
want of wine hath devifed other drinks to their meat for the better fort, as TJfaph, which 
is water foddfen with raifins, fometimes with honey; but above the reft, they elleem 
Iherbets made with fugar, the juice of lemons, peaches, apricots, violets, or other flowers,, 
fruits, and plumbs, as each country affords; thefe are dried together into a confillence 
reafonably hard and portable for their ufe in war, or ellewhere, mingling about a 
fpoonful with a quart of water. They have another drink not good at meat, called 
coffee, made of a berry as big as afmall bean, dried in a furnace, and beat to powder, 
of a foot colour, in talle a little bitterilh ; that they feeth, and drink hot as may be en¬ 
dured: it is good all hours of the day, but efpecially morning and evening, when to 
that purpole they entertain themfelves two or three hours in coffee-houfes, which in all 
Turkey abound more than inns and alehoufes with us. It is thought to be the old black 
broth ufed fo much by the Lacedemonians, and driethill humours in thellomach, coin- 
forteth the brain, never eaufeth drunkennefe, or any other forfeit, and is a harmlels 
entertainment of good-fellowlhip; for there, upon fcaffblds half a yard high, and 
covered with mats, they fit crofe-legged, after the Turkilli manner, many times two or 
three hundred together, talking, and likely with fome poor mufic palling up and down. 
The mufic of Turkey is worth confideration; through all thofe valt dominions there 
runs one tune, and for ought I heard, no more, nor can every man plUy that; yet 
fcarce any but hath a fiddle with two llrings, and at fealls, and other meetings, will 
■confidently play upon it, but he knows not to what tune, nor can play the fame twice 
Over.. This I am certain of; for to make experiment, I have ventured to play at divers 
meetings, pretending the airs of my country, to prove whether they had Ifeill or not, 
and it toofc fo Weil, that they have often made me play again: then I found their fldll 
and mine alike, for I never underftood the leall touch of any inUrument.. Nothing 
could more difguife their genius unto me, who was ufed to guefs at thefaiicies dfmen 
by the airs wherewith I found them moll taken, almofl as much as by their, difcourfe. 

I mull not forget to note their jealoufy, wherein a Turk exceeds :m Itali^ as far as he 
us; the caufe is polygainy, which makes the hulband guilty of infuflicient correfpon- 
dence, and therein fearful that his wife may feek a further fatisfediontherefore their- 
women go muffled all but the eyes, nor are foffered to go to church, or fo mueh as 

look out at the windows of tlieh- own houfes. The man may divorce when he w'ill,, 

with. 
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-With rellitutioB of jointure, and fonie further fatisfaftion, as the judge pleales, yet not 
without fonie reafonable pretence agairdt the woman, I faw at Adrianoplea woman, 
with many of her friends, went weeping to a judge, where, in his prefence, Ihe took off 
her flioe, and held it, the foie upward, but fpake nothing. I enquired what it meant, 
one told me it was the ceremony ufed when a married woman complains that her huf- 
band would abufe her againft nature, which is the onlv caufe for which they may fue 
a divorce, as flie then did. That delivery, by way of emblem, feemed iieaf where the 
faci: was too unclean for language. There are very few beggars in Turkey, by reafon 
of the great plenty of victuals ; only one fort I wondered at, that is, their Santones, who 
are able cunning rogues, much like our Toms of Bedlam, ever with fome fuch difguife 
to pretend a cra^iy brain; but they adl in a more grave, fublime, and meek way than 
ours. Why thefe are relpected, I could never hear any reafon other than compaffion ; 
but I obferved fuch a reverence borne them as made me think it religious; nor is it 
ftrange that fuperJflitions Ihould honour all eclipfe of uoderllanding, whofe light difco- 
vers them too far. There is no people more courteous of falutation than the Turks; in 
meeting upon the highway, one with a ftoop and his hand upon his breafl, bids falatwi 
aleek ; the other, with like obeifance, replies aieek falaum: and when any one comes 
into company, the reft falute him with a Merahbab Sultanum^ ever fweetening their 
converfation with fuch accent of pronunciation, and fo much refpe£tive gefture as favours 
of a genteel genius, free from that rudenefs whereof they are accufed. Their fepultures 
are notable; thofe of princes or great men are covered over with filk, or cloth of gold, 
with a turbant at the head, and let under a vaulted arch fupported by four marble pil¬ 
lars, fome with a little cock of fountain-water, and lamps continually burning- 
They are made near the melkeeto, efpecially if they built one, but never within it: the 
more ordinary are buried in fome pleafant place without the city, with an liigh ftone 
ftanding at the head, and another at the feet; that at the head had fometimes an epitaph, 
and if it be a man of quality, is made at top in form of a turbant* Thofe who beftow 
a marble ftone over them, have it in the middle cut through about a yard long and a foot 
broad j therein they plant fuch kind of plants or flowers as endure green all the year 
long, which feem to grow out of the dead body, thinking thereby to reduce it again into 
play, though not in the fenfe of fenfible creatures, yet of thofe vegetables which is the 
next degree, and perhaps a preferment beyond the daft* 

The Turkifli nation cannot yet be generally abandoned to vice, having two fuch great 
enemies, the Chriftian on this fide, the Perfian on that. Were they once removed, it 
would foon corrupt, like Rome after the fall of Carthage and Antiochus, or worfe ; for 
then it would have a far greater empire than ever the Roman was, nor is it much lefs 
already, nor wanting fo much in extent, as it exceeds in being more abfolute and better 
compaft* It hath ever been, and yet is the vanity of nations, to efteem thenifelves dviler 
and more ingenious, becaufe more curious in fuperftitions than other people, whofe mo* 
deration, diverfity. or difdain of thofe follies they term barbarous and beaftly ftupidity, 
uncapable of fuch illuminadons* Thus, of old the Egyptians defpifed the Grecians, they 
the Romans, the Romans all the world ; and at this day the Papifts us, the Jews them, 
the Mahometans all* After this difcourfeof the imperial party, I muft not forget thofe 
other feds which it hath in its fubjeftion; they are generally Chriftians and Jews,— 
Chriftian ftrangers they call Freink, but their own fubjefts are either Latines, Arme* 
nians, Greeks, or of another fort whereof I have feen infinite numbers in all that trad 
of Bulgary and Serria, who are baptized only in the name of St* John, Their theolo- 
^cal difference I enquired not, but in fadion I noted them fo defperately malicious to- 
wards one another, as each loves the Turk better than they do either of the other, and 

ferve 
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ferve him for informers and inftriiments againfl one anoiiier. TIic hatred of the 
.Greek church to die Itoinifli was the lofs of Belgrade in Hungary, and is at this day fo 
implacable, as he who in any Chriftian wa» upon the Turk, fliould expecl the leaft good 
wiflt from the Chriftians in thofe parts, would find himfelf utterly deceived. I often was 
helped by Turks and renegadoes againft the malice of their Chriftians. At Rhodes they 
informed the Bafhaw of us for burying a boy of our company, and but for a Spanifli 
renegade, it had coft our liberty. The Latines are Papifts, but fo few and defpifed a# 
not to be reckoned. The Armenians or Chaldeans are alfo Chriftians, but have a deeper 
tincture of Mahometanifm than the reft. The Greek church feems little inferior in 
number to the Roman ; for though the Catholics are thicker in France, Spain, Ger¬ 
many, and Italy, than the others in Turkey, Mufeovy, andPerfia, yet their provinces do 
fo infinitely exceed thofe in extent, as will make the Greek church, though in thinner 
plantations, more numerous than the other. This proportion was allured clear before 
the lofs of Conftantinople, which to Rome itfelf, if not confidered as a corrival, was a 
deep blow'. Nowin allTm'keythe number of Chriftians is wonderfully abated, for 
befide the flaughter in conqueft, they are daily diminifiied by other arts. The Turk 
takes a more pernicious w'ay to extmguifli Chriftianity than ever the Heathen emperors 
did; theii' hot perfecutions got them the envy which follow's cruelty, and made the people 
compaflionate the alflifted caufe, whereby cominiferation, which is a ftrong piece of 
human nature, blew the flame of zeal, and rafted more affe£lion to the caufe than terror 
could fupprefs: thence came the faying. Sanguis martyrum femen ecclefm. The Turk 
puts none to death for religion, whereby none from fire or gallows move compafiion to 
their caufe he rather fucks the purfe than unprofitable blood, and by perpetual poverty 
renders them low towards himfelf, and heavy to one another. He turns the Chriftian 
churches into melkeetoes, much fiipprefling the public exercife of religion, efpecially of 
the Romiflt, though not utterly; fo that each generation becomes lefs inftrmfted than 
other, infomuch that at this time, as by trial I found, many who profefs themfelves 
Chriftians fcarce know what they mean by being fo. Finally, perceiving themfelves 
poor, wretched, taxed, dil^aced, deprived of their children, andfubjeft to the infolence 
of every rafeal, they begin to confider and prefer this prefent world before that 
other, which they lb little underftand. This turns fo many thoufands to Mahometanifm, 
and prevails with lefs fcandal than fire and fword would do, inafmuch as it goes lefs 
harlh with a man to forget his religion than to defy it; for confcience wrought on by 
education, holds the mind of man as a lace wound about the body. The Turkifh courfe 
unlaces it by degrees, as if it had been wound up, fo bringing it off clear j but bloody 
perfecution ftriving to pull it away at a fhatch, is too fudden a violence, dftordering and 
entangling things fafter than they were. Thus, if we view thefe affairs no further than 
the eye of reafon can reach, he feems in a probable way to taint all the Chriftians under 
his dominions, but it muft be the work of time: in the mean while they ferve to fill his 
coffers, and in effeft fupply him with Gibeonites and hulbandmen to till his land, while 
his Muflelmen are referved to the comnnmding employment of the fword. Therefore 
he doth not much care for a general converfion, as appeared in Solyman the fecond, 
who feeing a company of many thoufands fall dow'n before him and hold up the fore 
finger, as their manner of converfion is, he alked what moved them to turn ? They re¬ 
plied, it was to be eafed of their heavy taxations. He, difdaining that bafenefs, or not 
willing to lofe in tribute, for an unfound acceffion in religion, rejeffed their conver¬ 
fion, and doubled their taxations. Neverthelefs, particular converts, if ferious, volun¬ 
tary, and perfons of important condition, are received with honour and large reward, 
jcfpecially ftrangers. I faw at Belgrade .a feaft carried by above threefcore perfons; and 
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after all, a horfe worth at leaft thirty pounds, fent from the Bafliaw to one of thsfe at 
the day of his circumcifion, and I was told he had near a thoufand dollars ^ven him by 
others: but he had borne good office in Traiifylvania. I once met at a teait a youth, 
\¥hofe father was governor of a neighbouring towm in Tranfylvama; ^ 

manner, threatened circumcifion to us both: I, knowing their mtereft lay all towards 
him, firlt fevered ray caufe from his, and then jefted myffilf off; but the next day they 
fent to apprehend him, and if fome of his countrymen had not helped him over the 
DanubiuV by night, he had been ftmt up; for befide the mtereft of ftate, he was a 
handfome youth; and his father able to ranfom him, which are two ftrong motives.,— 
Unlefs it be upon fuch terms, there is leldom any compulfion of contcience, aim their 
not by death, where no criminal offence gives occafion. I converfed much with rene- 
gadoes, and had good opportunity by their Italian tongue to found what fpmts they were * 
of, and on what motives they fell off. Generally 1 found them At leifts who left our 
caufe for the Turkilh, as the more thriving in the world, and fuller of preferment; 
thefe hate us not otherwife than in ffiew, unlefs where they find themfelves abhorred 
for their apoftacy: then take heed, for in your nun they get both revenge and repu- 
tatioix of zeaK But with a more opportune behaviours I have won much ccmrtely 
them, and upon occafion put my life at one of their difcretions, and found hun noble : 
thefe are the voluntary renegadoes* There are another fort, whom hard ufage cap¬ 
tivity brings in, rather than any ambition or difguftat home, Thefe, though necemtated 
to hold on, yet they bear much good-will to Chrillians, and likely a d^p gru(%e to the 
Turks. I firft noted this by an eunuch of the garrifon of Belgrade, whom I had with , 
money made my friend againft any neceility of flight, I, going to vifit him in ms houfe 
near the river Tianubius, found hun alone very drunk; he, out of that heat and expe¬ 
rience of my engagement, fell to rail againft the Turks, and withal fliewing me how they 
had marred his game. Well, quoth he, do you fee that nver ? there feldom hath paffed 
^ ^00lt fince I have been in this city (^which was half a year), but^ Ibnie night or 
other I have thrown fome of their children therein j and toM me that formerly, in other 
places, he had done many fuch fecret revenges for their gelding of him. Before my 
experience of thefe apoftates, I fuppofed that their paradife had won many from our fide^ 
but of all that I praftifed, there was none taken either with tliat, or other points of their 
doarine, but manifeftly with worldly refpeds ; wdierefore feeing how many daily go 
from us to them, and how few of theirs to us, it appears of what confequence the profpe- 
rity of a caufe is to draw men unto it, and how uncertainly they judge of all other merit. 
The chief fea whereof I defired to be informed was the Jews, whole modem condition 
is more condemned than underftood by Chriftian writers, and therefore by them deli¬ 
vered with fuch a zealous ignorance as never gave me fatisfaftion. Their primitive pro- 
feffion W2S Ihepherds, whole innocent kind of life had leifure for the ftudy of that 
hierarchy, which in after-times their fettled pofleffion of Canaan put into aft ; but, as we 
daily fee, nfeceffity makes Ihifts, and nothing corrupts clear wits more th^ defperate 
fortunes and foreign converfation | fo it befel them in their frequent captivities, wherem 
the malice of their eftate, and corruptions of the Gentiles, did extremely debauch their 
old innocence, and from Ihepherds or tillers of land, turned them to what they 
now are, merchants, brokers, and cheaters. Hereto is added no fmali neceility from 
their religion, which as of old, fo at this day, renders them more generally odious than 
any one fort of men, whereby they are driven to. help themfelves by ihifts of wit, more 
than others are; and fo as it were bandying their faftion againft the reft of mankind,, 
they become better Jludied, and praftifed in malice and knavery than other men. This 
makes them thrive notwithftan4h^g their opprellions, in fuch exceflive riches, as by 
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themfelves I have heard alledged as a teftimony of divine benediftion. They are gene¬ 
rally found the moft nimble and mercurial wits in the wo rid, which in part is defcended 
from the original complexion ef their forefathers^ who gave notable teftimonies of a 
fubtJe generation^ and hath been much advantaged by their Mofaical inflitution of diet, 
a thing of no fmall efFeft to refine the blood and fpirits m fo many defcents. ^ Yet above 
all, I impute it to this inceffant neceflity and exercife of vvit, which ever keeps It up, with¬ 
out gromng too remifs and ftupid^ as ufually happens when men are not quickened by 
fuch occafions. Hereupon it is that every Vizier and Bafliaw of ftate ufes to keep a 
Jew of his private council, whofe malice, wit, and experience of Chriftendom, with their 
continual intelligence, is thought to devife moft of tJiat mifchief which the Turk puts in 
execution againft us* Neverthelefs, in moft of their converfation, I noted rather the 
dexterity of a cheater or mountebank than any folid tvifdom ; and fo in their railings at 
Chrift, few invade him by any ftaid politic way of atheifm ; moft of them prophane him 
with beaftly tales or fuperftitious accounts j divers of them read the New Teftament 
malicioiilly to cavil and elude the miracles of Chrift, wickedly imputing them to con- 
fpiracy among the afbors, and partiality in the writers, as of a legend* Above all places 
in fcripture they abufe that where it is faid, that when he was to go up to the paii'over, 
but few days before his death, his kindred and thofe about him did not yet believe ; 
whereby they (not knowing faith to be the gift of grace rather than of reafon) Hander 
his miracles for not being fo manifeft as we conceive* Once at their celebration of a 
fabbath at Nifs in Servia, I w^as walking with divers of thdr Rabbins, efpeciaily one much 
reverenced by the reft, who was principal of the fynagogue at Sophia* He would needs 
urge a difcourfe of chriftianity; where, after his malice had wearied itfelf, I afked him 
whether it were not an undeniable ftgn of divine aid to our caufe, that with fuch a meek 
humility as that of Chrift, had raifed itfelf over all the proudeft oppreffors* ^ He (as the 
nature of poifon is to infeft things of moft contrary condition) perverting this reafon, re¬ 
plied, that Chrift came when the world had been tamed by the Romans, whofe cruel 
victories and heavy yoke had broken the fpirits of moft nations^ whereupon he would 
not build his religion, as the old Heathens had ever done, upon heroic brave a£ts, but, 
on the contrarj^, meek humility of contrite hearts j which, being the greateft number, 
efpeciaily by that time they came to govern, caufes it to prevail fo well* This feeming a 
cold atheifm, he further made vain, with an addition concerning the feveral ages of the 
world, comparing the cafe with this microcofm of man, whofe infancy is fimple, youth 
brave, manhood firm, but his decaying age faints till the end ftiuts all up. Each of thefe 
periods he pretended were guided by fuitable doctrines, and to the latter rejefted 
Chriftianity, whofe humble contempt of the world he afcribed to the worldold age, as 
in man, grown weary of itfelf. After anfwer hereto, I defired to underftand fomewhat 
of their Caball, which I had always held the great fecret of the Jews; I demanded, 
whether it confiftedin that arithmetical fignification of letters as we fuppofe, telling him 
withall, that it feemed ftrange how letters and words, which were impofed differently by 
the humour of man, could touch upon the reality of things in themfelves, which did not 
acknowledge our devices. He anfwered, that in part the Caball did depend upon letters 
and words, but only Hebrew, wherein Adam named things when he was in the ftate of 
innocence, and underftood their nature; but in languages made lince the fall, they 
wanted foundation ; they, as the iffue of confufion, afiure nothing therein- Ihea he 
added the ftory of it, telling me that Caball fignifies tradition, which was the way whereby 
it was transferred from one age to another, and that it was in fome mealure a 
reparation of our knowledge loft in the fall of Adam, and again revealed frorn God- rour 
-times j firli to Adam, who upon his ejeftion out of paradife, fitting Very 'difeonfmate^ 
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God, qLiofli lie, fent the angel Raguel to comfort him, and finding his chief forrw 
to be in lofing the knowledge of that dependency an<.i punflual commerce which the 
creatures have with their creator, and amongO: one another; the angel, for his illumina- 
’tion therein, inftruGed him in the peculiar moinents of time natural and proper to each 
paffage, wherein things elfe impoffible might be brouglit to pafs with felicity. Hereat 
I told him, that there was notin our Bible any mention of the angel Raguel s comforting 
or inftrufting nf Adam : whereto he replied, like a curfcd Jew, that the Popes had, not 
only in that place but in many other, clipped, amplified, and mifrelated the Old 
mcnt, the better to conform it with their New, for their civil and ecclefiaftical inflitutions, 
which depend thereon. The Caball, laid he, held in traditioii many ages, till tinie, 
with the accidents of the flood and Babel, loll it. Then once more God difeoyered it to 
Mofes in the bufli; tliis he proved out of Efdras, a book in high efleem with them ; 
where in the fecond book God is brought in, faying— E^tarravi ei tnulia mirabilia^ 
ojiendi ei temperum fecreta^ ac JiiisiUj ^ precept 01 dicens h^c palcLiu facies verba ; 
abfcoiides ; therefore Mofes pubiiflied thofe mirabiim^ the creation, the law, and the 
Ifraelites bringing forth of Egypt: but thole— fecreta^ ac fnes te??iporumj he difclofed to 
none befide his feventy rulers over Ifrael- Thefe traditions foon failed in the opprellions 
under the Philiftines ^ but the third time God revealed it again, that was to Solomon in 
a dream; for it is faid of Solomon, that he knew— initlum^ confummatmwniy 

medietatem temporunu By this art he wrote many books of all things, from the cedar to 
the hyflbp, with divers others, all which were lofl in the enfuing captivity, 'Iherefore 
the laft time he pretended it reftored to Efdras, whom, as hinrfetf writes, God made to 
retire forty days, with five feribes, who in that fpace wrote 204 books. The firfl 134 
God commanded to be public for the reading of all, both worthy and unworthy : the 
hitter 70 were to pafs private only among the wife of the peoplethefe latter 70 they 
pretend caballaftic, and not yet all loll. When I confidered this ^irt, it put me in mind 
of what the prophet fays to the church of Ifrael—Thy habitation is in the midft of de* 
Ceivers: — for although in things of inferior natures, as well as in the paffions of men, there 
are moUes aditm^ ^ apta tempera / wherein they are better difpofed for this or that 
imprellion than at other times, yet do not thefe open them farther than to an agent that 
comes opportune, and in a way naturally proper to tlie pre-difpofition of the fubjeft: 
thus, a fever is eafier cured at one time than at another, one medicine hits one accefs, 
another the next. The like may beobferved in all things ; but to extend this beyond 
its due limits, and to ways improper, as to wiflihig, writing, fpeaking, and other charms^ 
which cannot reach the reality of things, comes to as profound a nothing as 
Hermes’s Sigil, Paracelfus’s fpell againfl flies. Their great council of Sanhedrin, conllfl- 
ing of feventy-one, in imitation of Mofes and his feventy elders, not being able to work 
fuch wonders, did neverthelefs ftrive to continue the reputation of the old thearchy 
to that purpofe they glorified this device of Caball, whofe pretence of fecret information 
from God, even in their forfaken times, ferved them as Numa’s pretended meetings 
v/ith the nymph Egeria, Mahomet’s raptures with the mgel Gabriel, and tlie like, to 
countenance their ordinances with divine repute among the people. This device was 
well framed to take with the Jews, who generally have light, aereal, and fanatical brains, 
fpirited much like our hot Apocalypfe men, or fierce expounders of Daniel, apt to work 
themfelves into the fool’s paradife of a fublime dotage. They expert their Meffiah with 
an unwearied aflurance, and as all prophetical delays do eafily fitid excufe, fo have they, 
refloring their hope with augmentation of glory in the more perfed trial. At his coming 
they expert a temporal kingdom, whereof I heard them difeourfe with fo much zeal, 
as feemed to have a touch of the Sadducy, whofe appetite relillies a prefent fruition 
% better 
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better than the ftate of refurrecHon, To difeover this fully, I told them, that methought 
it might feem to them but juft, that all thofe who had lived and died conftantly expect¬ 
ing the MefliaSj fhould not, by untimely death, lofe the fruits of their conilaicy^ 
but be reftored to life at his coining, to enjoy and make up his kingdoin. This they 
received with much applaufe, and, as flattery ufes to be, ii was by them held an illumi¬ 
nation, which they, embracing of me, feconded with fuch a Roman^o of their future 
kingdom, as fhewed a thirfl: of revenging their captivides, and therewith to enjoy the 
world in that timely refurreCHon,. Above all bleffings given of God, they prefer that 
of increafeand multiply: to hold it a blefling they have reafon ; but why that fliould 
be thought the greateft I know not, uniefs becaufe of their falacity, ever noted for 
proj€B:tJftma in lihidimin gens, and lb apt to grow like the lands of the lea in number ; or 
elfe for propagation of the kind, which is the chief aCt of thofe who confider themfelves 
no higher than as parts of the world, and of that taken in the bare continuance, without 
any of its furt^’er operations. They may drink water alone, but not wine mingled there¬ 
with, uniefs they have a difpenfation, dhat which is pure wine they call wine of the 
Jaw ; this, perhaps, was one among other reafoos, why they w^ere, of old, miffaken to 
have worlhipped Bacchus, When they kill any living creature, they lirft turn the face 
of it ea ft ward, then faying, Be it fandtified in the name of the great God, king of heaven 
and earth, they cut the throat with a knife, without any gap in the edge j if that be not 
obferved, they will not eat of the meat, but hold it utterly prophane, Moft of 
the ■fat they caft away, efpecially about the loin mid kidneys: that of each, mutton 
or beef, they icarce eat half, Thefe, with many other reftriftions of diet, I urged as 
difficulties of victualling their armies when the Meffias fhould come ; but they readily 
folved it with the power of miracles, which fhall fave him all labour and care. He is ex- 
pefted of the tribe of Judah, which was fettled in Portugal, where they boaft, and in 
Spain, to have millions of their race, to whom they give compleat difpenl'ation to coun¬ 
terfeit Chriftianity, even to the degree of priefthood, and that none are difeovered but 
fome hot Jpirits, whofe xeal cannot temporize, I'his reverence to the Meffias makes 
them throughout the whole world breed their children up in the Portugal fpeech, and 
make it their domeftic tongue. The Jews of Italy, Germany, and the Levant, excepting 
the banditoes of Spain, are of Benjamin, the other ten tribes, in the deftruftion of Jero¬ 
boam's kingdom by Salmanalfer, w'ere led captives beyond the Euphrates, whence they 
never returned. In which deftruftion, perhaps worfe than this of their brethren, they 
had the happinefs never to perfecute Chrift, Then I afked, if they had there degene^ 
rated into the race and Gentilifm of the Heathen, as our Ghriftians have done in 
the Holy Land, whom now we know not from other Turks but by f<;me touch of lan¬ 
guage. They, alhamed of fuch apoftacy, told me, that thofe ten tribes are not found 
any where, but either fwallowed tike Goran's company, ©r as other Rabins write, blown 
away with a whirl-wind ^ fo apt ai'e light wits to imagine God lefs glorified in his 
own glorious ways of nature, becaufe ordinary, than in the puffs of their own vain de* 
vifed miracles, wherein, while they afteft to feeni grave and profound, they become fend 
and ftiaOow, not knowing the ways of that virtue which moveth all things* In their di¬ 
vine fervice they make one of the beft fort read a chapter of Mofes, then fome boy or 
rafeal reads a piece of the prophets. In the middle of the fynagpgue is a round place 
vaulted over, fupported by pillars j therein fometimes one of their doftors walks up and 
down, and in Portugueze, exalts the Meffias, comforts their captivity, and rails at 
Chrift. 

They have a cupboard made to reprefent the tabernacle, wherein they lay up the tables 
of the law, which now and then they take forth and kifs. They fmg many tunes, but 
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frequently that of Adonai, which is the ordinary name of God ; for Jehovah they men¬ 
tion not but upon high occafions. At circumcilion, boys are fet to yaul out Da^dd’s 
Pfalms fo loud as dins the infant’s cry. The fynagogue is hung round with glafs lamps 
burning ; every man at his entrance puts on a linen cope, firft killing it; but elfe they 
life no manner of reverence or fign of devotion. I, knowing difcontent is apt to difclofe 
.fecrets, got flrait acquaintance with one of them who had a great mind to turn Turk. 
His chief fcandal was, that he had often feen their elders in the midll of fervice fall toge¬ 
ther by the ears, and with holy candtefticks, incenfe-pans, and other confecrated inftru- 
ments, break one another’s pates. They fuffer no woman to enter the fynagogue, 
but appoint them a gallery without. I imputed it to jealoufy, but they told me it was 
becaufe women have not fo divine a foul as men, and are of a lower creation, made only 
for the propagation and pleafure of man. This do6;rme humbles their wives below 
that fierce behaviour whereto competition and opinion of equality might embolden them. 
When they turn Turk, v'hich is often, they mull firft acknowledge Chrift fo far as the 
Turk doth, that is, for a great prophet, and no more. They feldom turn Chriftians, 
becaufe of images and fwine’s flefh, which they hate worfe than the name of Chrift. 
They pretend, but malicioully, that thofe few We fee turn in Italy are not of them, but 
poor Chriftians hired from other cities to perfonate that part. There is fcarce any feft 
fo poor fpirited, but will fometimes pretend to a miracle, fo did they; for all the voyage 
they boafted of an apparition in form of an old man, to this Grand Seignior, whom he 
admonilhed in favour of the Jews, and then vanifhed j but at Conftantinople, whefd the 
fcene of the fable lay, I could hear no fuch thing. If they were all ijnited, 1 believe 
there would fcarce be found any one race of men more numerous j yet that they can 
never cement into a temporal government of their own, I reckon two caufes, befide the 
many difadvantages in their religion: firft, the Jewifh complexion is fo prodigioufly 
timid as cannot be capable of arms; for this reaibn they are no where made foldiers 
nor Haves, and in acknowledging the valour of David’s worthies, fo different from the 
modern Hebrews, appears how much a long thraldom may cow pofterity beneath the 
fpirits of their anceftors. The other impediment is their extreme corrupt love to pri¬ 
vate intereft, which is notorious in the continual cheating and malice among themfelves, 
fo as there would want that juftice and refpefi to common benefit without which 
no civil fociety can ftand. Thefe are the chief notes which I gathered in converfing with 
the Jews. Now there remains a word or two of the Zinganaes: they are like fuch as 
our gypfies; I yield not to thofe who hold them a peculiar curfed flock; floth and 
iiaftinefs Angle them out from other men, fo that they are the dregs of the people, 
rather than of feveral defcents. Wallowing in the dirt and fun makes them more 
fwarthy than others ; they abound in all dries of Turkey, but fteal not like ours, for 
fear of the cruel feverity. They tell fortunes as cheatingly as ours, and enjoy as little ; 
their true ufe is for fordid offices, as broom-men, fmiths, coblers, tinkers, and the like, 
whereb^r the natural Turk is referred for more noble employments j few of them are 
circumcifed, none chriftened; they wear their rags affededly, but wander not. Their 
habitations are hovels and poor houfes in the fuburbs, contempt fecures them, and with 
that I leave them. By this difcourfe it appears that the Turkifli empire is in effed di¬ 
vided into two parts, the Turks and other feds. Unto thefe are applied the two paffions 
•of men, love and fear; fo that the government is to keep the one fort fo as they fhall 
not defire mifchief, and the other not able to effeft it: to the Turks it is a fweet mo¬ 
narchy, maintaining them to command the reft. To the other feels it is heavy, holding 
■them diflrafted with fadion between themfelves, difarming, rifling, taking their goods 
.and children from them, and awinig themwithas much infolency as may not quite make 
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them run away. Neverthelefs, the Grand Seignior hath not the inconveniency of ty¬ 
rants, which is to fecure themfelves againft their people by llrangers, who are charo-e- 
able and perfidious ; for he without charge is held up by plantations of his own peojOe, 
who in defcent and intereft are linked with him j neither hath he the uncertainty of a 
civil prince, who much fubfifts on fickle popular love, for he reigns by force, and his 
Turks are a number able to make it good; wherefore he feems as abfolute as a tyrant, 
as happy as a king, and more eftablimed than either ; yet hath he danger from both 
parts; love makes men apt to grow infolent, therefore his governing multitudes are that 
way dangerous. 

This hath fhewed itfelf in the tumults of the Janizaries, even as deep as the royal 
blood; his danger from the enthralled fetls is not fo great; they are too far ftupified 
and difimited for rebellion, there is more doubt of depopulation; yet to prevent that, 
when any province hath been overloaden, he reftores it with a gentle governor and flack 
exaftions ; and the Timariots themfelves, that their farms may be Well managed, hold 
up the farmers with much care. There are two notable figns of this empire’s ftrength j 
one is, that moft neighbouring ftates pay tribute, or frequent prefents, which is but ano¬ 
ther name of tribute: the other is, that although it be generally obferved that two or 
three fucceflions of weak princes are enough to ruin any monarchy. This crown hath 
now had five weak princes, without any affive one intervening, yet is it in no part demo- 
liflied. This prefent emperor, though by reafon of his age, and fome other difadvantages 
not yet put into a&ion, is of a fpirit like to equal the braveft of his predeceffors. Now, 
as ail bodies, though never fo flrong, are fubjeft to blows from without, and difeafes 
within, fo is this empire obnoxious to the Perfian abroad, and errors of government at 
home: one hath happened of late years, which hath bred pernicious diforders j that was 
the mercy of Achmat to his brother Muftapha, whom he, feeing a bookifli man and 
weak, did not deftroy. Tins was contrary to the Ottoman cuftom, and left a fubjeft for 
ambition and difguft, which rather than be without, would make one of wax if it were 
poflible} much more dangerous was it to leave one of colourable pretext, where there 
was fo infolent a faction as the Janizaries. They forthwith ferved their turn hereof,, 
who elfe had not been provided of a king, and fo forced to endure Ofman, for. fear of 
deftroying that line, in whofe defedt they fall under the petit Tartars, which they abhor. 
This gave them occafion to tafte the royal blood, whofe reverence can never be reltored 
without aboliftiing the order of the Janizaries, which hath been the fword-hand of the 
empire. If this; difcourfe might fpeak in a moral way, it would title this act of Achmat 
a virtue^ a high one; but in fuch a fierce government, many virtues noble and fafe in our 
ftates, are againft the foundation of theirs. Thus, have I fet down what I noted in the 
Turldlh cuftoms; all inftrudt, either as errors or by imitation: nor is the mind of man 
a perfedl paradife, unlefs there be planted in it the tree of knowledge both of good - 
and evil. 
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Chap. I. — The Occafim of the Voyage^ and of what faffed at Rome with the Pope. 

A S I taught philofophy at Peruge, the capital city of Umbria, the F. Claudius 
Aquaviva, our general, -writ unto me, that according to the refolution his holinefs 
had had to fend a faithful perfon to the patriarch of the Maronites, living in Mount 
Libanus in Syria, now called Sorie,I had been chofen for that purpofe ; and if I found 
no repugnance within myfelf to undertake that voyage, I ihould fet forward as foon 
as poffibly I could. I was gone then from_ Peruge to take the air, and give feme re¬ 
laxation to my fpirits, being refolved to go vifit our Lady of Agnes, and fome other reli¬ 
gious places adjacent to Peruge. 

At my return I was prefented with our general's letter, and when I had finilhed the 
reading of it, 1 rendered God thanks for his favours towards me in the undertaking of 
this voyage, and for the opportunity offered me to go render my devoirs in perfon to 
the glorious fepulchre of his Son, and to other facred places of Paleftine, fmee they were 
not far diftant from the place I was to be fent unto. 

Whereupon I returned anfwer. That notwithftanding I found fome difficulty in the 
undertaking of this voyage, principally by reafon of a long and dangerous navigation, 
.as being not well accuftomed to the fea, yet I would purfuej with all diligence, that 
which was defired of me, and put myfelf upon the road as foon as poflible, in order to 
be at Rome the 15 th of May for to wait upon his holinefs, and receive his commands; 
which I punftually executed. For after having taken leave of my friends at Peruge, 
I took horfe, and, by way of Boligni, rendered myfelf at Rome the day I had appointed, 
about two hours before fun-fet; infomuch, that I had nothing to hinder my fetting 
forwards on my journey but to fee his holinefs, for to receive of liim the neceffai'y inftruc- 
tions, and his benedi£tion. 

But as the feaft of Pentecoft approached, and that his holinefs was wholly taken up 
Tffith thoughts of the creation of fome cardinals, I was retarded fome days at Rome, 

* Harris, vol. i. 831- 
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till 
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till a hufinefs To important to the church was finiflied. In the mean time, I failed 
not lo confer with the cardinal Paleofe, protector of the Maronites, and with our father- 
general, who informed me of the intentions of his holinefs. 

The Mrtronites had now for a long time paft, been ill reprefented to the pope and 
cardinals j they were alfo accufed of divers errors, and confiderable herefies: and 
thofe of that nation, which were then at Rome, ul'ed all their efforts for to juffify 
them. But, as fome denied that which others affirmed, the verity o^ their circumftance 
could not be known with any certainty; however, they have been at the expence of 
founding of a college for them in this city, where they are inftrufted with much pains 
and indullry. They have alfo fent, not long fince, for a confiderable number of young 
Maronites, out of their country, the major part of whom were not yet of age to lludy; 
which has been very expenfive, not reckoning the hazards they run, in refpefl: of the 
Turks, and difpleafure they conceived to underftand, that fome of the young Maronites, 
fent back lafl; year, were yet without employments, although they had rmi through all 
their philofophy and theology, and that the inhabitants flood in great need of the 
like ar lifls, for the eftablilhing of religion in a country where they ipared no induftry 
to effeft it. 

All which confiderations together, moved his holinefs to fend into thofe parts a 
perfon, who at his return would make him a faithful report of the belief of thofe people; 
who ftould treat fairly with them, and put their affairs into that pofture he judged 
convenient, conformable to the end propofed unto him. Who ffiould regulate alfo 
the age and capacity of thofe that fliouldbe fent, for the time to come, to the college at 
Rome; who Ihould give orders for their coming by fafe ways; who fliould find pro¬ 
fitable and proportionable employments for them who were already returned, and to 
others that ftiould return for the future; and for that purpofe he fliould eftablifli, if 
it were neceffary here, pariflies, wherein he might affign them churches to which they 
fliould apply their cares. 

The facred college being augmented with fix cardinals, by the laft promotion, I 
prefented niyfelf on the iith of June before his holinefs, who received me kindly : 
after he had given me an account of that which he would have me undertake, I pro- 
mifed to ferve him with all fidelity in every thing he was pleafed to order me, and 
prayed him to tell me if he would add any further inflruaions. Moreover, as great 
difficulty mufl be rencountered with in the execution of what he had communicated 
unto me, particularly for to affign employments unto them that were already returned, 
and that thefe difficulties w'ould not be removed but by his holinefs, I fpoke to him 
hereof, to the end that, thefe being furmounted, the way might remain free and facile, 
for to render the reft of the defign fuccefsful. I demanded of him likewife, what 
power he was pleafed to give me amongft the Levantines, as well to difcharge cafes and 
cenfures, which his holinefs referved for himfelf, as to difpenfe with the irregularities 
I ffiouid rencounter with j and as I w-as to go into a country adjacent to that of thd 
land of Palefline, I intreated with a profound refpe£l, that his holinefs would grant 
me leave to go render my devoirs to the fepulclire of my Saviour. -He gave me a 
favourable audience, and when I had doiie fpeaking he made me anfwer: “ As for 
the journey you defign to make to Jerulalem, we can no lefs than bear you envy, and 
if it were in our power, we would undertake it with all our heart! go then, purfue 
it with the grace of God, and pray for us.” After I had rendered him thanks, I put 
him in mind of my firft requeft, w^herein I received fatisfaftion ; howwer, he found 
fome difficulty touching a land of irregularity to be difpenfed with, and gave me orders 
to treat about it with tlie cardinal St. Severine, grand penitentiary, who made him after- 
voL. X. N N tvards 
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wards a report tl^reof, that he might determine it himfelf, whereupon I had alfo ganted 
me a very large power,and without rd'ervatipns,as to the matter oi irregularmes. rinalw, 
his holinefs had the goodnefs to grant me all that I defired, in order to facilitate this 
enterprize; whereupon I took my leave of him. 

Chap. II._ Jotirney from Rome to Venice^ and from thence to Candla. 

TklE pope’s brief, whereof I had occafion, being difpatched,! departed from Rome 
on the 15th of June for Peruge, where I arrived die 17th about noon; the father 
Pabio Bruno, who was to accompany me in diis voyage, joined me next day. On the 
iQth we took the way for Florence, and from thence, journeying along the mountains 
w 4 difcovered Bolonia the 33d, Ferrara the 34th, and Venice the 26th. Alter we 
had travelled almoft four hundred miles, I faw our defign m a manner overthrown, 
for that having imprudently informed a friend of this departure from Rome, who was 
to go to the Levant, my defign was not only divulged at Venice, but came alfo to be 
known by fifty-four Jews; as much as to fay, fo many fpies, fworn enemies to Chnl- 
tians, who were alfo bound for Smyrna, in a new Ihip named Mofta. Befides, our 
fathei's believing that it was dangerous for an envoy of the pope, to pafs at fuch a 
jundure of time into thofe places, where the war was fo violent between the Turks and 
Chtiflians, writ to our general about that matter; he returned them anlwer, that he 
ferioufly deliberated upon it, and that, if there was any danger in it, we Ihould advance 
no further. The fruit of my million being no ways augmented fince our arrival, I 
eagerly demanded permiflion to continue my voyage, and to change my ftiip, to the 
end I might perform the thing more exactly j and with as much fecrecy as I could . 
all which I had granted unto me, and received information, with all diligence of what 
was neceffary for that voyage. I changed my habit of Jefuit into that ol a Pilgrim, 
and made no fcruple to take the name of Rene Bucy, a Frenchman, upon me, my 
companion changing his for that of Fabio Daverto, a Venetian. I took along with me 
a young Maroiiite, named Jofeph Eliain, for my domeftic and interpreter; never- 
thelefs, as our fliip protrafted her departure, we refolved to go for Padua, to pay a 
vifit to fome of our good friends there, and to divert ourfelves with their company for 
two or three days. 

At our return from Padua, we paffed to the port of Malomocco, which is eighteen 
miles diftant from Venice; it was there we embarked merrily on the 14th of July, in 
a fliip called theTornieil, or Auguftina. It was a veffel of goo tuns, well manned, 
and had a brave commander; it feemed probable we had no occafion to fear any 
damage from the fea or corfairs. Neverthelefs, we could not fail before the lytli, 
for that the weather was not aufpicious unto us. The feamen carried us that fame 
day out of port, by the means of fiiaJlops, wherein they rowed us; but as there is 
nothing fo unconftant as the wind, it failed us forthwith; and as we were folicitous to 
repofe ouifelves, after all the fatigue we had in a feafon fo hot, there happened fo 
great a calm that we could not poflibly advance any more than one hundred miles in 
four days time. We had afterwards a back wind, which helped us in a fliort fpace to 
fiiiilli our voyage: we difcovered many iflands and rocks on either fide, which we left 
behind in a moment; and which rendered our paflage very deiigluful. 

We difcovered Iftria forthwith upon the left, which is under the domimon of the 
Hates of Venice, and on the right the high mountain of ^con^ which is on that fide 
the boundary of the ecclefiaftical ellate. A little further we perceived on the left iwo 
inhabited rocks, the one called Porno, and the otiier ^t. Madre ; the firll is fubjedl to 
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none^ the other js under the Venetians* There is alfo on the fame httnd Buzo and 
Elifa, which are inhabited by ChriiHanSj and belong to the fame Venetians. We dif- 
covered afterwards on the fame fide Gaza, Arilta, Meleda, w^hich belonged to the re- 
puhlic of Ragiifa; Cafaro and Budua, fubject ro tlie Venetians. And we faw alfoj uj 
a.great diftance, the famous city of Ragufa; further are CluticarijDeleigno, Durazzo, 
SaJamo, Valiona and Cimarra, governed and inhabited by the Turks. A little further 
is alfo a rock called Fano, uninhabited, belonging to the figniory of Venice; as well 
as Corfu, Cefalonia, Zant, StrivalM : all thefe places are inhabited by Chrihian 
Greeks. A little further we defcovered Navarino, Sapienza, Cavogallo, and Camata- 
,pano, which are fubjedl to the Turks : and farther again, upon the left isCerigo, and 
on the right Cerigolb, depending upon the Venetians, Finally, as we continued to 
look on tliat fide, we difcovered the ifiand of Candiu, which we had longed to fee, and 
w^here we arrived fafe a little while after. 

Chap. IIL — Of IJle and City of Ca^idia. 

IN all the courfe of our failing, we caff anchor no where but here, and that we 
were obliged to do, becatife our fhip carried fixty Venetian foldiers, which were to be 
put there on fhore ; leaving therefore the cape St, John, or cape Lion, to the fouth, 
and following the cape Spada, %vhich is to the north, Ibmetinie called Ciniario, 
we anchored at Frafliia on the 13th of the fame month, half an hour after fun-fet, 
being eight miles diftant from the city of Candia, and as we were obliged to 
foiourn there for fome time, we went afliore next day in a galley that came to fetch’ 
the foldiers, m 

This iile^ called by the ancients Creet, is much famed for its bignefs, for it is 560 
miles in circumference, 250 long, and 60 miles over where it is broadeft ; it is much 
celebrated by the ancients, who believed, as did their poets, that it was the country of 
the Gods, and that Jupiter was nurfed up there on Mount Ida, not to mention its 
famous labyrinth, which they hold .to have been near to the antient city of Cortina, 
androf the excellent law^s of Rhadamaiithus and Minos, who governed the people after 
Jupiter, and founded the republic of Greet. 

This ifland had once an hundred cities, although Homer in his Odyfley allows it 
but go ; there remain not at .this day but four, which are Canea, Retimo, Candia to 
the weft, and Sittia to the eaft: Candia and Canea are the belt; befides that, there are 
in it two ports, called Spina Longa, and Sude, not to fpeak of other places lit for 
anchorage* 

The city of Candia ftands in the middle of the ifland, a dozen miles diftant from 
the grot of Minos, and very near to Mount Ida; it is, indeed, a very great ahd fpacioos 
city, but much ruined by earthquakes. The houles are almoft all built with gravel, 
yet the buildings are not unhandfome j they have no tiles, but there, and in all the 
Levant, except at Antioch, have terralTes of lime, or of fome other matter well made, 
with fpouts on the fides for to let the water run out. Probably they ufe fuch fort of 
buildings, becaufe they are not fo curious and induftrious as we : however, I believe 
they cover their houfes in that manner out of frugality, to the end tliey may as well 
fpread cloth and linen there for to be whitened, as to ileep in fummer nights, thereon, 
for the coolnefs of the air, when the exceflive heat hinders them to remain in their 
houfes. When they would repofe themfelves upon the terrace, they fpread thereon a 
mat, and Ibmetimes over that a carpet, and fleep in that manner expofed to the air, 
which is very fweet in thofe parts, and no ways injurious to health. The ufe alfo of 
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their terraces, might proceed, in that they have feldom any rain, for there falls not 
oftentimes a drop of water for fix months together} and I underflood that they had 
no rain fince the 2d day of February, neither did they expeS; any till November. 
The ftreets of that city are ftraight, but very nafty ; the republic of Venice kept a gar- 
rifon of two thoufand foldievs about it, part of which were pofled in a citadel upon 
the fea fide, and the reft difpofed in other places. There is alfo fome garrifon m 
Canea. The reft of the inhabitants are almoft all Greeks, amongft whom there re- 
imiin yet fome noble Venetians, for that Boniface, marquis of Montferrat, having fold 
them that ifland in the year 1194, they tranfported thither fome families of the nobility, 
and citizens, to mhabit the place. It was afterwards retaken in 1349; after a revolt, 
and fmee that time they have enjoyed it peaceably. The country is very mountainous, 
and almoft barren; one can fee there alfo but few trees and herbs, but yet it follows 
not but that it hath plains of many miles extent, fertile in grain, trees, olives, oranges, 
lemons, and all other forts of commodities: moreover, there grow berries for to 
dye cloth withal, much wax there is, and honey, cheefe, and medicinal herbs ; fo 
that it is .very good living there. There is alfo a great quantity of excellent wines, 
whereof the moft ellimable is Mufeadine, infomuch that thofe that know it not, 
take it for Malmfey ; but they are miftaken, for it comes from a little ifland that bears 
the name of it. The goodnefs of the wines of Candia renders the natives great drunkards; 
and it happens foinetimes, that two or three great drinkers will fet themfelves at 
the head of a tun of wine, from whence they wall not ftir till they have emptied it. 
There is no venomous animal to be found in that country, fo that they are not afraid 
of fcorplons, ferpeiits, or toads; neither can you fee there a wolf, tiger, nor any other 
the like beaft, fo that they live there in great repofe both night and day. Per funs of 
approved faith have told me a remarkable thing there, which hath alfo been written of 
by good authors; to wit, that there is growing upon moimt Ida, which hath been 
fliewed me at a diflrance, an herb whofe virtue was to gild the teeth of thofe animals 
that eat of it: one may believe, and with good reafon, that this proceeds from the 
golden mines w'hich are in that ground. There grows alfo a certain herb called Alincos, 
which, being bitter, preventeth one’s being hungry for a whole day ; but that which is 
wonderfully furprizing, and beyond the force of nature, are certain pieces of money, 
which they call St. Helen’s, that are found up and down the fields, where there is alio 
brafs, and other filver. They pretend that that faint, happening to be in this country 
without money, made fome of brafs, which in pafling of them changed into filver : this 
money, they fay, hath the virtue to this day, 10 cure the falling ficknefs in them that 
hold it to their hvmd, or apply it to their flellt. 

The cuftom of the women of this ifland is not to go out of tlieir houfes in the day¬ 
time ; no, not to hear mafs or a fermon; neverthelefs they run in great troops along 
the ftreets all night, and for the moft part, with men, enter into the churches which 
they leave open on purpofe for them. This cuftom is blame-worthy, not only becaufe 
thefe women perform not their duties towards God, but alfo, becaufe it is againft 
jnodefty and good manners ; for it would be a far more laudable thing for them to go 
civilly by day to church, than tunmltuoufly in the night feafon, 

1 lliouid have work to do to reckon up all the impurities of the prelates, priefts, 
and other ecclefiaftics of this nation; their feparation from the Latin church, their 
malediflions and excommunications they fulminate upon the moft fanftified days 
againft it, when we pray for their welfare. I ihall alfo fay nothing of their right, pride, 
obftinacy, defeftion of feith ; of the difficulty to treat with them, of their enchant¬ 
ments, fuperftiuons, horrible and continual blafpheniies, which cannot be heard with- 
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out horror. Finally^ St Paul had reafon to fay, according to one of their ovm poets, 
* Thofeof Greet are always liars; they are wicked beafts, gluttons, and lazy/ The 
eight days I ftaid in this town would have been very wearifome unto me, becaufe of 
the expeiiive and continual heats, if we had not received fome relaxation from the 
charity and agreeable converfation of the fatliers, Benedeito Benedetto, and Francifco 
Parofchetti, of our fociety, who refided there at that time. 

Chap, IV, — to Cyprus and Nkofia^ ^ith an Account of the City (fNic^a^ and 

its Churches, 

WE parted from Candia, the 8th of Auguft, two hours before day, in a little frigate, 
to go on boad our fliip, into which we entered at fun-rifmg; feme time after we 
weighed anchor and failed. The wind was favourable unto us in palling by the ille, 
’which ’we left to the right; then we entered into the gulf of Settalia, a dangerous 
place for failing, and fo continuing our courfe through that gulf, we difeovered on the 
left Calfo and Scarpanto, %vhich are inhabited by Greeks and Turks, and depending 
upon the laft. We left alfo on the fame hand Rhodes, and all Caramania, without yet 
being able to fee them, for we were too far wide ; that was alfo the reafon, that, after we 
had run for three days and three nights, without the fight of land, we arrived on the 
12th of Auguft at Cyprus. We anchored in the evening at Lemifo, where the inha¬ 
bitants, particularly the Turks, made a vifit to our (hip; we were there three days on 
boai‘d, for that there was notiiing in that place worth the feeing, and no church to 
do our devotion in. 

We parted about twelve on the i6th for Salina, whither a good wind brought us 
in a fhort time, and we arrived there two hours before fun-fetting; from thence to 
Candia is about 600 miles. Next day very early, we went afliore, and on dfrefliy to 
Arnique, which is not paft a mile diftant; it is a monaftery of religious Francifeans, 
who live there in a fmall number for the conveniency of fome Italian merchants. Our 
fhip continued its courfe for Alexandretta, which obliged us to fee for another veffel 
to pafs for Tripoli in Syria, and as we could not obtain that prefently, we fojourned 
fome d^ys in that ille. That I might lofe no time I left my companion, who had been 
conftantiy indifpofed fince we came from Candia, in the hands of thefe good religious ^ 
and the Maronite that v/e brought along with us, and I, accompanied an honeft Vene¬ 
tian merchant, who lived In thofe parts, and were going to Nicofia, anciently called 
Lettra, fince Lencolto, and which was fbmetime the archbifhopric and metropolis of 
this kingdom ; it is twenty-four miles diftant from Arnique. I undertook this journey 
to inform myfelf, as well as pollibly I could, of the fpiritual concerns of the Maronites, 
which are therein great numbers. 

There are none but Turks that have liberty to enter thereinto on horfeback, and 
to all other ftroog places: as for the Chriftians, and others, they are obliged to 
alight at the gate, and, when they are within, they have power to re-mount 
their horfes, and ride to their lodgings. The Turks have made this order out of 
mere vanity: I entered then into the town, and that Venetian merchant did tne the 
favour to conduit me with him into his lodging; having refrefhed myfelf a little after 
the fatigues of the road, I went to fee that which was worth viewing, and particularly the 
churches. 

Nicofia is large and very fair city, built after the eaftern fadiion ; but it is ruined 
in divers places, becaufe of the late wars, for the Turks have taken it by force of arms 
from the Venetians, together with the reft of the ifle. Some years ago it was fo, that 
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God, by his juftice, was wiJiing to punifli the fins and fchifin of the Greeks in thofe 
places. They adored there formerly, with much veneration, the Holy Trinity; but 
now, to the great regret of all good Chrillians, you can hear only the impious invoca¬ 
tion of the faife prophet Mahomet. They had fame time there churches and altais 
raifed to the honour of good faints, but inftead ot them there is nothing now but moftjues, 
amongft which Hands Itill that grand and magnificent temple of St. Sophia. T here is 
no found of bells to be heard in all the Levant, to give notice of divine worfinp, ac¬ 
cording to ancient cuftom, and of the hours of the day, for the fteeples are either ruined, 
or without bells; the Turks have taken them for warlike ufes, and made pieces of 
artillery of them. Inftead then of the confufed and inanimate found of bells, they are 
J'erved with the diftinO: and animate voices of men, w'ho at certain appointed hours, 
mount up to the tops of the fteeples, to give the inhabitants notice. This manner ot 

obferving their hours, is in ufe in all the Levant. ^ 1 • • r 

RFC Rt NicofiR four forts of clriurc]i6S3 which, I fsen Ril m pRiticuiRr, 
T'hc Turkifh inofques are the moft confiderable, as vi'eH for number, as for the beauty 
and grandeur of their buildings; although Chriftians are not fuffered to enter into 
them, yet 1 failed not to fee, through the iron grates, that that which hath been made 
of the ttmiple of St. Sophia, was the principal and moft magnificent of them all: it is a 

large and fpacious fabric, which has many pillars in it, as may be feen in moft of our 
churches; it had no altars, images, nor paintings, the w'alls were only whitened. Theie 
is at the door of this temple a delicate fountain, which was not there in the time of 
the Chriftians ; the Turks wafh therein the crowns of their heads, hands, and feet, before 
they enter into the mofque, at the ordinary hours, and particularly in the afternoon, 
at which time thefe villains invoke their faife prophet, and cry without meafure, “ Halla, 
Halla, Chibir, Mehemme Sur Hallathat is to fay, “ God is a great God, Mahoniet 
is tti6 coinpRoion of God with nisUiy other fooieries 3nd bl^fpliemies* fhofe who 
aflift not with the reft at thefe public prayers, pray in particular in their houfes, if they 
be of quality, or in other places where they are. They roll therafelves at noon-tide 
upon a mat or carpet. There are alfo other hours wherein they are called to prayers, 
i. e. at three o'clock, an hour before fun-fet, an hour before day at fun-rifing, and, 
in fliort, feven times a day. Obferve their mamier of praying, as I myfelf have often 
times feen them in their private houfes: as foon as ever they come upon their mat 
or carpet, they turn ihemfelves round, then incline their bodies, toucliing wdth their 
thumbs that part of the head which is behind the ears, and they rife themfelves fome- 
times all of a fudden, touching the earth with their hands; they fall fomerimes upon 
their knees, or rather ftand upon their heels, and beat the ground lightly with their 
forehead, mid having got up again upon their feet, they hold their hands modeftly 
upon their breaft, repeating their prayers with caft down looks, and fpeak between their 
tmh. They recite them all along, inclining their bodies interchangeably tow'ards the 
earth, and touching with their forehead; then they rife up, and falling down anew, they 
continue to reft for fame time upon their heels with their legs acrofs. 

The Greeks have another fort of church, of which I Ihall obferve only, that, if a 
Latin prieft fliould celebrate mafs therein, they could not believe that all the water in 
the ocean was fufficient to cleanfe it, fo much they wafti the altar, and all the church 
alfo, from a belief they h^ve that Latin fervice renders it impure and profane. Their 
ufage in the confecrarion of the bread, and their other rights, are very well known ; 
they are generally as great enemies to the Latins as the Turks. The honeft merchant, 
with whom I lodged, told me that they refufed abfolution to one of his domeftics, a 
Greek by nation, becaufe he ferved a Frank, for fo they call all thofe that follow the 
^ Latin 
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Latin rites. It will not be befides my purpofe to render here an account of another 
of their fuperftitions, the matter happening to the fame man, who being confefTed for 
an ordinary and common fm, was by his confelTor refufed abfolution, telling him he 
could not do it without the confent of feven other priefts ; this bulinels being etFe<£ted 
with a little money, they ftretched the penitent upon the ground as if he had been 
dead, and at length granted him abfolution in reciting, of certain prayers over him, they 
made ufe of to that purpofe. They are wont to demand money for abfolution, raid 
tvill refufe it when they cannot obtain the fum, for they pretend they have hve or hx, 
crowns due to them for abfolving common and ordinary fins. The penance, they en¬ 
join for very great fins, is to forbid them to communicate for four or five years ; 
perhaps they may do this out of a contempt and averlion they may have for the 
Latin church, which orders it once a year j the which is fo much the more ealily 
credited, feeing they make certain plays, wherein is introduced a Latin perfonage, to 
whom are ofl'ered an hundred injuries, as daftung him on the face, and feveral other 
the like outrages. 

The Latins have there but a fmall church, or rather chapel, which is well maintained, 
and has a prieft of age and wealth for a pallor, but very ignorant. Ihe Italian mer¬ 
chants who live there fupply them with food and raiment, and furnifli them alfo with 
facred ornaments. Finally, the Maronites have their church there alfo, which is in 
fo poor a condition, that I really pitied them. In order to know what was their right, 
as that of other places of the ille, where they were difperfed, 1 addrefled myfeif indif¬ 
ferently to the Italians, Greeks, and Maronites j I learned they had all one and die 
fame right common to all their nation, that they all lived under the fame patriarch. 
Moreover that the places where they lived confilled in nineteen villages, which are 
Metofic, Fludi, Santa Marina, Ofomates, Ganfili, Carpafia, Cormachiti, Primifia, Ca- 
fapifani, Veno, Cibo, Jeri near Citria, Crenfada, Attala, Clepirio, Pifcopia, Galbria, 
Cefalanrifco, and Sotta Crufcida; that in every one of thefe places they have at lealt 
one parilli, and in fome two or three, with one prieft, or more. And I was alfured 
that they had eight churches at Metofic, and that the priefts were very affiduous in 
their duty, being not much occupied with their own particulars concerns. This nation, 
hath alfo ordinarily a bilhop in that place, but he was then dead, and they had not yet 
elefted another. 

There is in the kingdom a Greek billiop, w'ho is the general receiver of the tributes 
which the others are obliged to pay to the Turks; they drain each every year of 
feventy afpers. The janifiaries will not fpare to beftow the baftinado on thofe that do 
not pay ; and the billiop is no more exempt than the reft, puifuant to the information, 
of the receiver, tie requires, befides, fifteen or twenty ducats of every prieft that is 
put into orders. See the miferable eftate the Chrifiians are reduced to who are fubjea. 
to the Turks, although there be lefs Turlcs there than Chriftiaits ; for of thirty thou- 
fand inhabitants that are in Nicofia, and upwards, fcarce are there four or five ftioufand 
of them that are Turks, and there are not above twelve or thirteen thoufand ia all the 
illand, the greateft part of whom are renegadoes, w'ho turn Mahometans, to render 
their lives more eafy and fupportable j fo that it feems an eafy matter to recover this 
ifle from under the tyraimy of the Turks, and re-eltablilli it in the Chriftian faith, for 
the renevadoes could no fooner fee the Chriftian foldiers, but they would throw off 
their turbans, and put on hatsinftead, and turn their arms againft the Turks. But we 
will leave this, and return to our fubjeft. _ 

The Chrillians, whether Greeks or Franks, do not wear a turban, nor lhave their 
heads, but they cut their hair genteelly, as we do, and wear upon tlieir heads an hat. 
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or black bonnet. They cloath themfelves, neverthelefs, according to the manner of 
the I.evantines, with a vefl: without a collar, wliicli reaches down to the knees, with 
large fleeves leacliing to tlie elbows. 'I'hey gird themfelves with a linen cloth, or 
Ibme other the like girdle, wdiich comes three or four turns about. Under this veil 
they have another garment over a firft, reaching from their necks down to thetr legs j 
and above all, another veil without a girdle, and cut alinoll after the fame falhion as 
the firll: they wear them ordinarily of a black or violet colour, or elfe of foine other 
colour which pleafeth them bell. We will fpeak hereafter more particularly of the Turks 
and Maronites, tmd of their cullomsj but now it remains we Ihould defciibe the nature 
of their country. 

Chap. V. — Of the IJle of Cyprus. 

THIS illeis, at leaft, four hundred and eighty miles about, eighty miles broad, and 
two hundred in length, and hath two capes ; that on the well comprehends the cape 
of St. Epiphany, which the ancients called Acamante, and the cape of Srapano, or la 
Pointemeconta, or the cape Zephiro j the other is called Sr. Andrew, from whence you 
j)afs into the call; it has no other port on the call fide.but Famaguila ; it is a famous 
town, which hath been built by Ptolemy Philadelphus. The great fiiips are lafe, iievtT- 
thelefs, on the coall of RalTo, Simifo, Salines, Crafoco, and Cerines. There are in 
divers places more capes, which are fomewliat advanced into the fea, the moll con- 
fiderable of w'hich is the cape of Cats, fo called from a great number of cats which 
they breed there in the moiraftery of St. Nicholas, where live the religious order of 
St. Bafil; they have put in thefe cats, to dellroy a great number of ferments which 
bred there, and there is a confiderable revenue left for that purpofe. 

This illand had once very many fair cities, but has none now except Nicofia and 
Famaguila, which retain fomewhat of their ancient grandeur; all the reft are villages; 
there is none of them inhabited by the ancient nobility, for they are either entirely 
extinfl, or are retired elfewhere, fince the Turks have made themfelves mailers of it j 
the famous mountain of Olympus is aim oft in the midft, very near Nicofia; it is very 
high, and fifty-four miles in circumference, and at every four miles end tltere is a mo- 
nailery of thofe monks, of whom we Ihall fpeak hereafter, with delicate fprings, and 
fruit in abundance. The air there is very agreeable, and is never fo cold, in the ex¬ 
tremity of winter, that one has need of warming, but the heat is fo incommodious, 
both night and day, that it is impolfible to travel in the day-time. 

There are every where in this ille fine fields filled with fruits, as well on the 
mountains as on the plains, which renders the country fertile and plentiful j where¬ 
fore it has been called Macaria, from a Greek word which fignifies Happy. The an¬ 
cients had reafon to fay it was the country of Verms, and to give Venus the name of 
Cypriana, and to the ille that of Cytherea; for it is not only faid that ftie was born at 
Aphrodifium, and brought up at Cytherea, but that lire reigned at Idaiium, called at 
this day Dalli, twelve miles from Nicofia, fouthwards. Hence it comes, that they fa- 
crificed naked men and women to Venus at Paflb, which was fometime built by Aga- 
penor, general to the army of Agamemnon, king of Mycenss. This abufe ceafed, when 
the temple was demolilhed, at the requell of the apoftle St. Barnabas. There are near 
unto the cape of St. Epiphany two famous fountains, one of which is called the Amorous 
Fountain, becaufe thofe who drink of its water grow pallionately in love j and the other 
quite contrary, becaufe it extinguifires this pailion in a moment. 

This 
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This Ifle abounds in wheat as well as wine, and other excellent viands, and fupplieth 
other countries; the fun and foil render the wines very ftrong and agreeable, but after 
they are put into pitched veffels, they receive fuch a gull as is not pleafmg to thofe that 
are not accuftomed thereto, neverthelefs all agree they are good for the ftomach. You 
«t|] find there all manner of pulfe in abundance; barley, dates, mulberries, oranges, 
lemons, citrons, and all other fruits, except cherries, chefimts, and forb-apples. There 
is no want of fugar, faffron, coriander, fefamum, lintel-feed, honey, and fometimes 
manna j the Egj'ptian bean, the herb whofe alhes ferves to make fou§, and that with 
which they walh camblets and other cloths. There may be had rhubarb, turpentine, 
and fcammony, and other things that are valuable. There are alfo veins of gold, copper^ 
marchafite, lattin, and of iron, roch-aluin, pitch, rofin, fulphur, and falt-petre; md, 
befides, you may have there the berry wherewith they dye fcarlet; as alfo coral, the 
emerald, chryllal diamonds, and other precious Hones. 

There are no great rivers in all the ifland, but only brooks and rivulets. There is 
a little river runs very near unto Nicolia, wherein are a great quantity of jafpers, which 
have the virtue, as is known, to Hop blood. Befides, there is fo great a quantity of 
cotton, that the inhabitants not only cloath themfelves, and make all forts of cloths 
therewith, but they furnifli alfo Italy, and other parts ; it is that which makes theft- 
principal revenues. They alfo gain confiderable profit by white fait, which they get 
ftom a fair fait pit of fweet water and rain. This fait pit is at leaft ten miles about, 
and it is an admirable thing to view all that vaft campaign, which appears as covered 
with fnow i there is in the midll a pit that never freezeth, although all the fait pit is 
congealed. There may be feen alfo whole fields, which nature hath enriched with 
capers, without the labour of cultivating, and every one has the liberty to take as many 
as he pleafes. Their mutton is very good meat, their flieep are large and fet, and have 
a prodigious tail, which yet is no longer than thofe of our country, but is at leaft 
half a foot broad, and fo thick that it appears round; it hangs behind, and beats 
always their fides as they go along. Their goats have ears hanging downwards, and 
three fingers in breadth; their horns are a little more elevated than ours, and their 
forehead fhorter, which gives them a greater grace and hardinefs ; they have alfo a 
tuft of hair in the midlt of their forehead. It will he hard to believe a thing I have 
experimented, which is, that I have not feen in this kingdom, nor any part of the Levant, 
any animal, whether horfe, mule, or afs, which trotting joulted his rider j they all go 
lightly and eafy, and men are accuftomed to ride their horfes there viithout bridle, 
faddle, ftirrup, or fpurs; an halter fufficeth them, with a little clout fpread upon the 
back of the beaft. Finally, we may fay, that this ifle aboundeth with all delicacies: 
before they became fubjeft to the Turks, they lived fplendidly, and in freedom, but 
fenfual. It produced formerly divers illuftrious perfons, performing great fervices to 
their country, and who have been very commendable for their knowledge and piety, 
viz. Afclepiades, the hiftorian; Solon, one of the feven fages of Greece; Evagoras, 
Celobuia, Kenon of Cittia, author of the fe£t of the Stoics j Apollonias, the phylician; 
Xenophon, the hiftorian; and befides thefe, the apoftle St. Barnabas, and Mark his 
coufin; Epaphroditus, and Paul Sergius j Titus, Nicanor, Epiphanius, and divers 
others. 

This kingdom hath been from time to time fubjeift to feveral mailers; it were too 
tedious to make a repetition of its changes and revolutions. Selim, fiiltan of the Turks , 
took it by force in die year 1570, with an army of two hundred thoufand men : but 
enough of Cyprus, we pafs now into Syria. 
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Chap. VI. — Our Paffage into Syria: of the City of Tripoli- 

1 LOST all the time I had employed in this ille, to fearch for a conveniency to pafs 
into Syria, infomuch that I was conarained to go for Famaguaa, in order to be tran- 
fported hither. We parted from Saline on the 27th of Augua, and having a good 
wind we made ready by noon, and aeered our courfe for Tripoli, where we arrived 
two days aher very early, for this traverfe is not above one hundred and hity miles ; 
but it was moreincommodious unto us than all the rea of the voyage, becaufe we were 
on board averyfmall veffeL We might have gone otF fooner, had it not been for 
the negleft of our feamen, who retarded our departure, infomuch that we were forced 
to caa anchor the fecond day, at feven or eight miles from port, being haraffed all 
night with a tempea ; and yet we dura not fail for fear of falling upon feme rock, as 
we would unavoidably have 4one, if we had weighed anchor in the night; it is certain 
it was a dangerous nighty but having got a wind on break of day^ we arrived in a ihort 
time at the port of Tripoli, which is fortihed with five fair towers, ranged on the Iliore. 
Although I was much indifpofed, and cruel fea fick, having eat little or nothing for ten 
days,I found myfeif much recovered as foon as ever I fet foot on land. Haying caufed my 
companion to be mounted on a little afs, I was willing to go on foot to Tripoli, which 
was two miles diftant from the place we were at; the fun was already fiir advanced in 
the horizon, when I began to fet forward on my way, and its beams were exceeding 
violent in that country, where it is alfo hot all the night j however, I failed not to divert 
myfeif to fee fifty or fixty camels pafs along, conduGed by the Arabs, who are a black 
and cruel nation. Thefe camels carry allies, which they make of a certain herb that is 
burnt in thofe parts. They lay them in great heaps in certain pits, wherein they are 
hardened, andfuniilh hereby Venice, and nioft part of Europe, with a great quantity of 
matter to make very fine glafles. I alfo took much pleafure to view a green field, which 
might have been taken for a green andfpacious garden, lb well was it filled with mulberry 
and orange trees, of an agreeable fmell, not to fpeak of many other fruit trees, which are 
as common there as elms, poplars, chelhut, and walnut-trees, with us. 

Tripoli is fituated on the foot of a mountain, in fight of the fea; there is about it 
a fortrefs upon a rock, that commands it entirely. This city abounds^ in many 
things, and is full of traffic; its principal commodity is filk, fpun cotton, railins, foap, 
tallow-candles, which are there made very good. There are at leaft five hundred Jews 
in that town, for the moll part Spaniards and Portuguefe, crafty in the way of trade, 
always ready to cheat the Chriftians, particularly the Italian merchants, who are there 
but a few, fince the Venetians quitted thofe parts, and fail for Scanderoon. They have 
no other church here but a little chapel, which is in one of their honfes, and for the 
mcrfl part have no priell to officiate therein. There you may find abundance of Greeks 
and Maronites, the firll of which live in the town, the other lodge without in a fmall 
village that is about it. The Turks are there in greater numbers than any other 
nation, and wear a white turban; the Jews have ordinarily a red bonnet half a foot high, 
flat and round; the Italian Chriftians and Greeks wear a hat, or black bonnet; the 
Maronites a ftreaked turban, or bonnet, of a different form from that of the Jews. They 
all wore formerly a turban with this foie difference, that the Turks had a wliite, the Jews 
a yellow, and Chriftians a llriped one j but the abufe crept amongft the Jews, who 
began to wear fuch great ones, as if they feemed willing to cope in grandeur with the 
great Ottoman figniors, wherefore it has been fo ordered, that none but Turks, fliould 
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wear the turban. The Jews, by reafon hereof, have difcontinued it entirely.; the Chrif- 
tians have not the right one, but content themfelves to have upon their bonnets fome 
turns of a ftriped cloth, in form of a turban. There are alfo many Turks and Arabs 
of mean condition, who do the fame thing with white ftuif. We lodged with a Ve¬ 
netian merchant, who was a rich man, and knew our company in a more particular 
manner; he received us with much charity and civility; he put my comanion, who was 
lick, upon a bed forthwith, and caufed him to be ferved with every thing neceflary for 
him. I went into the cuftom houfe to take out that which I had brought from Italy, 
part whereof was to be prefented to the patriarch of the Maronites, on behalf of the 
pope, and the reft to be diftributed amongft their churches; the whole coiiiifted of 
fome cafes, one whereof was filled with church ornaments, and a patriarchal veft made 
all of cloth of gold and lilver of great value. I did all that ever I could to haften my 
journey to Moimt Libanus, for there was but twenty miles from Tripoli to the place 
where the patriarch made his refidence; but I was obliged to fojourn there for three 
days, in which time I obferved that oxen carried burdens upon their backs like camels, 
mules, and affes, as wood, or any other neceffary commodity; infomuch, that faying 
feeraed to me no longer true, 

Optat Ephippia bos piger: Optat arare caballus. 

However, I know full well, that they till their ground with horfes in a great part of 
France, the which they praftifed alfo then in Syria, becaufe of a certain diftemper 
that had almoft deftroyed all their oxen. I was obliged to flmt myfelf in the houfe 
for moft part of the day, not daring to be known in that country ; neverthelefs I was 
very defxrous to inform myfelf of their cuftoms and manner of living. I mounted in 
the evening up the terrace, to take the air, and view the town as well as I could ; 
I perceived the Jewifli women upon the terraces of the neighbouring houfes, and eafily 
comprehended by that, that the place where David fawBathflieba was but a terrace of the 
fame fafhion as that on the top of the houfe,and there is much appearance that thefe fort 
of terraces were in ufe at that time. I will ipeafc no more of the other particulars I ob- 
ferved in that city, both at this time and the other, Iwas obliged to return back this way, 
for that I am unwilling tp interrupt my hiftory of the Maronites, which ought fpeedily 
to follow ; but I will firft exhibit fomewhat I have feen and learnt of the manner of 
living of the Turks in that country. 

Chap. VII. — The Fajhim of the Turks Habits. 

THE Turks lhave all their hair, yet there are many of them leave fome growing on 
the crown of their heads, which makes a kind of a tuft j they do not fliave their beards 
at all, but call off the ends only of that on the upper lip; long beards are much in 
efteeni amongft them, and the longer and larger they be, the more eftimable are they. 
Wherefore it is one of the greateft menaces that can be made to any one, to threaten 
him with the cutting off of his beard, although this threat is ordinary enough amongft 
them. They wear upon their head a bonnet, which they call T^a, and which is 
made of cloth or filk intermixed with cotton, and place very neatly at the top a long 
and fine cloth of white cotton, which they call Sefta; whereof they make a great or 
fmall turb an, according to the quality of the perfon. Thofe who are above others, in 
refpefl: of birth or dignity, carry a great one j and there are fome who have them of 
an exceflive bignefs. Their Ihifts, as well as other vefts, are made without collars, 
and for the moft part of white cotton; there are fome who wear blue ones, with very 

0 0 2 wide 


A VOYAGE TO MOUNT I.IBAKUS, 


084 

widefleeves, infomuch that all the armfeems almofl naked. The lov/er part of their 
fhiftsis not at ail wide, at leaft they feem as fewed together at the end when they wear 
no drawers, and for that purpofe they make them large. Their veils ordinarily are a 
little longer, and hang dovoi to the ground. The vulgar wear commonly white, or of 
forae other colour, but feldom black and green, perhaps, bscaufe the Franks wear 
ordinarily black, and that green is the colour of them of the race of Mahomet, who, 
they fay, ufed to be drelTed in that colour. Hence it comes, that none but thofe^ ol 
his race wear any green turban, or a fmall piece of that colour faftened to the white. 
The Chriftians dare not have their clbatfas, bonnet, or any other thing about them of 
that colour; they have two veils, the nethermoft has a girdle to tie about it, and the 
upper is the Spain or Abb : they call it the Spain when the cloth is made of fine wool, 
and well wrought, as with us in Italy, for they are not fo indullrious as we in thofe 
countries. The Abb is more flightly woven, and confills of coarfer wool j it is ftriped, 
and divided with long and broad black and white Itreaks. The girdle of the nether 
yell is made of thick narrow linen cloth, about three fingers broad, and long enough 
to come two or ±ree turns about; or of a leathern firing: one ma;y fee fome oi thefe 
girdles made of very fine filk, curioufly wrought. They cover their legs with large 
drawers, which are made of fine linen cloth, or Huff, and defeend down to the feet, 
which are naked, in Ihoes of black leather, or Spanifli goat’s leather of another colour, 
particularly red, blue, and yellow, to the end they may wafii themfelves with greater 
facility before their prayers. The form of their ftioes differ not from ours, but they 
are not fo neat and handfome, and have an higher inftep •, there is a little piece of 
leather, two or three fingers long, that ferves for a firing, fafiened on each fide to the 
ears of the ftioes, with a button in the middle. But the flippers are much unlike ours, 
they wear them with ftioes, and without; you cannot know them to be flippers, they 
are fo much like unto ftioes, unlefs they cover lefs of the feet before, for they do no 
more but hide the toes, and turn upwards very much ; moreover, their fides are notfo 
high as thofe of the Ihoes, and under the foie they place, infiead of a heel, a little piece 
ot iron in form of a crefeent, which ferves infiead of leather, and makes much noife 
in going. They wear no hats to defend themfelves from the rain, but have a piece of 
ftuff extended over their turban, which is done fo handfomely, that when it is gathered 
at the top and enlarged below, you would take it for a monk’s hood; neverthelefs 
they make ufe, ag^fi the rain, of a long cloak flightly made in the country, which 
keeps out the water very well; it hangs down as as the middle of their leg, and 
together with their hood upon the turban, ferves them not only in travelling, but alfo 
in the town. Thofe, which have none of this fort, wear a good thick cloth, which hath 
long and large fteeves; others are content with their Abb, which alfo keeps out the 
rain. 

The women wear aHb ftnfts, vefis, drawers, ftioes and flippers, only that infiead of 
the Spain, or Abb, they have a veft fomewhat fliorter than that of the men. They wear 
upon their head a toque of cloth or lilk, ordinarily red or blue, which they adorn with 
work of gold and filver; their hair being gathered into treffes, hangs behind their 
flioulders, bound with ribband, or fome other ftuffj you cannot fee it curled at top 
with them, nor any the like vanity; their countenance appears natural, and without 
painting j they wear rings, pendants in their ears, bracelets, wherein there is fome 
medley or other, as poliflied iron, or pewter, or latin, or a good quantity of gold and 
filver, according to the quality of the woman and her condition. Thefe bracelets are 
three or four fingers broad, and are not compofed of divers rings as ours, but of 
one plate of metal, with but little form} and they not only wear them-about their arms, 
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but alfo legs, near to their feet; not that they can be leen in the ftre^ts dreffed in this 
manner j for, when they go out of their houfes, they wrap themfelves fo clofe up in a 
linen or cotton cloth, tliat thofe that look upon them cannot fee as much as their hands, 
although they are allowed the liberty of their arm and hand. Yet their faces are no 
more feen, for they are fo careful to hide them with a black and white cloth, that there 
remains only but a little cleft before their eyes for them to fee through* Sometimes they 
cover their faces with black crape, very tranfparent, through which they can fee others, 
without being feen themfelves. This is the manner of the women’s going abroad, be 
they Jews, Greeks, Syrians, or Turks, that they may the more conveniently go along 
the ftreets. When they be wet or dirty, they wear buikins of SpaniQi goat’s leather,, 
which reach up as far as the knee, and fo tucking up their cloaths on each fide, they pafe 
through, without being at all wet, or bedaubed with dirt. TheMaronites have other 
cuftoms, orwliich we fhall fpeak hereafter. 

Chap. VIH. — Of the BeUf of the Turks, 

ONE need not doubt, but that thofe hearts which have not the true worfliip of 
God, nor the knowledge of his faith, have expelled virtue to replenilh themfelves with 
all manner of vice; it is this which I have manifeftly known amongft thefe nations, 
who indeed confefs that our Lord was an holy man, and a great prophet, which makes 
them honour the place of his birth, and burn lamps there, as may be feen ftill at Beth¬ 
lehem, but they believe not that he was God, nor the Son of God; neither will they 
beUeve he died upon the crofs, for they fay he fubftituted another in his place, and for 
that purpofe withdrew himfelf from the hands of the Jews, paffing through a hole, or 
large cramiy, which was above the place where he was retired that night to pray, and 
that he appetired not fince that time. They worfhip no other but Mahomet, whom 
they pretend to be a greater prophet; and it were fcarce credible with what devotion 
and magnificence they guard his tomb at Mecca, what expence they are at to. receive 
them that come to vifit it, and in what degree of famftity they are held who perform 
this pilgrimage, particularly thofe who are born by the way. They bear all the name 
of Scerif, which fignifies great faint; they alfo, as all other nations, have priefts, which 
they call Santons, taking for that purpofe the mofi; zealous obfervers of their law, 
although the heft of them are no lefs vicious than the reft. This is the ceremony 
they obferve at the creation of their prieft; they caufe them to come into the prefence 
of the people, and extolling their zeal and virtue, they add, that they have regard 
thereunto, and fo make them Santons. Then all the company prefently run to kifs 
their hands, and fo after this ceremony they become priefts. Their office is to apply 
their cares to the mofques, and there is none but refpefts them, even to the fultan 
himfelf. Befides thefeSantons, theyhavealfo amongft them other inconfiderable perfons, 
who appear all flafhed, hacked, and half naked, carrying for the moft part a flick in 
their hands, to which are faftened rags. 

The Turks have beads which they tell over; they carry them in their hands, or 
hung at their girdle, but they are much different fi'om ours, for each bead of theirs is 
of the fame bignels, and have none of that diftin&ion we have of the tenth in ten 
beads, although they are compofed of fix tens. They have, moreover, another kind of 
beads, which are divided into three parts with finall threads, becaufe this fort is greater 
than others, confifting of an hundred grains, yet they employ no more time than 
we in telling them over; but, on the contrary, have fooner done, becaufe they fay not 
at each bead a whole prayer, but thefe words, Stafurla, i, e. “ Praife be to God or 
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elfe, Effebh L’allah, Elraayd L’allah; which fignifies, “ Praife to God, Glory to 
God/’ lliey are not fuffered to eat pork, nor to drink wine. See the reafon why 
Mahomet forbad them the ufe of pork; when he had hidden under ground fome 
veffels full of ivater, to perform a miracle like unto that of Mofes, to fhew thereby 
that he was a great prophet, it happened that this animal, which digs always in the 
earth, Ipoiled all this myfterv- As for wine he forbad it, for that being entered into 
a village, accompanied with fome fbldiers, they prefled him to pay for their drink, and 
being drunk,they would have compelled him to grant them the ufe of the women of that 
place; and having refufed it, whether that he could not or would not grant it, they 
thereupon abufed him ; in confideration therefore of thefe two accidents, he forbad 
pork and wine to his followers. Neverthelels, there are but a few perfons of quality 
that obferve this forbiddance; the rell of the people covet it with eagernefs, and drink 
it without water, wluch is the reafon that you may meet all day long with drmiken 
folks, but they are not punifhed. They have Ib'ange liberty to fin, from whence pro¬ 
ceeds infinity of villainies, for that they believe, in wafliing their feet, they cleanfe aUo 
their fouls of all pollution. They acknowledge no other confeflion, but a Imall pitcher 
of water, which they referve to that purpofe ; and they imagine they can be laved by fo 
eafy a means. They believe aifo, that we who are Chriftians, can be faved by our 
law, but they condemn all other religions. They have for that efteff a pleafant ftory, 
faying, that at the highelt part of the wall of Jerufaleni, oppofite to mount Olivet, there 
is a piece of a pillar that (lands a little out of the wall, where there will be a little gate 
for an entrance into the faid column ; that Mahomet and Jefus Chrift will come to 
univerfal judgment, that the firft will Hand upon that pillar, and the other oppofite to 
him on mount Olivet; that both of them will hold in their hand a cord, which will 
be extended over the valley of Jehofaphat; that all mull walk upon that cord, and 
that we and they lhaJI go fafely thereon into paradife, each being affilled by his pro¬ 
phet ; but with this diflerence, that in paradife, where flow rivers of honey, they lhall 
enjoy all forts of pleafure, as well in eating and drinking, as in the ufe of beautiful 
women ; and inftead of that, we fliall ferve them with horfes and mules to ride upon. 
And finally, that the Jews, and all other fe£ts, fhall fall under the cord into hell, where 
they fhall fuffer eternal punifliment. 

Chap. IX. “—My Arrival at Mount Libanus^ and how I was received by the Patriarchy 
and of the Difficulties / found in my frjl Conference with him, 

1 MUST now return to my voyage, from whence 1 have fomewhat digreffed. Find¬ 
ing myfelf out of the danger of Tripoli, 1 departed from thence on the lafl day of 
Auguft, three hours before fun-fetting, and being accompanied with divers perfons of 
that country I was going to, I mounted on a little afs that went rarely well, and taking 
our way towards the mountain, we travelled as long as day lafted; but as foon as 
night approached, we re/led ourfelvesin a village appertaining to the Maronites, where 
after having made an ordinary' repaft, we lay upon mats extended over a terrace, and 
yelled ourfelves there for the fpace of fix hours; then journeying through rough, fteep, 
and uneven ways, we arrived in nine hours at a place called Eden, which in the Hebrew, 
fignifies “ a place of pleafure and delight;” there we refrelhed our hearts, which were 
wearied. We performed the rert of our journey after the heat of the day was over, and 
arrived on the firft of September, at fun-fetting, at the monaftery of Caunubin, where 
refides the patriarch of the Maronites, towards which place his holinefs had Cent me. 
My arrival was as unawares, yet there were divers priefts, and fome other perfons, that 
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came pretty far to meet me on behalf of the patriarch, who was obliged to keep his bed 
for a whole year pall, becaufe of his age and infirmity, I was conduced to the monaf- 
tery, where I was received mth great demonflrations of joy^ and with the found of three 
confiderable bells, w-hich they have there by a particular privilege. I went firft to the 
church, and afterwards to the patriarch\s houfe: I found the church pretty enough, but 
a little dark, and ill ordered* As to the patriarch,! accofled him in a little chamber 
which had no hangings, becaufe he made profeffion of a monaflic life, and that the infa- 
tiable avarice of the Turks fuffered him not to be better accommodated. I found 
him fitdng upon his bed, with his patriarchal turbant in his hand ; and, after I had made 
him my obeifance, I prefented him with his holinefs's brief, which he very devoutly 
kilfed, and placed afterwards upon his head, which is a mark of refpeft in that country". 
He obferved the fame ceremony when I gave liim the cardinal proteftor’s, and our 
generates letters; he enquired after their health with demonflrations of a grand affec¬ 
tion, and I entertained him with the good in tendon of his holinefs, and the great care- 
he took both of his perfon and the whole nation. After I had fpent fome time with him, 

I was conduced to flipper. Next day, believing that father Fabio, whom I had left lick 
at Tripoli, was fomewhat recovered and could fit on horfeback, I fent a good mule to 
carry him very eafily to the place where I was. In effedl, he arrived there three days 
after, but he wasfo weak flill that he was obliged to keep his bed, wherein he remain¬ 
ed fifteen days, and indeed he never was well fince that time. 

I began, after the fecond day of my arrival, to difcourfe of my affairs with the pa¬ 
triarch ; I explained unto him the defign of iiiy voyage, with 'which he teflified himfelf 
to be well fadsfied. However, he could not forbear to inform me of two things which 
much troubled him : the firft, that his holinefs had fent him only but a fimple brief, 
inftead of addrefTmg to him a large and folemn bull, which might authendcly fet forth- 
the andquity of their belief, and their re-union with the holy fee, as the popes his pre- 
deceffors had done ; that it would have been great confoiation to the bilhops and all the: 
people that fhouid fee it; and that he had fo much the morereafon to expeft it, becaufe 
he had employed the precedent year a perfon to his holinefs, to proftrate himfelf at his 
feet, and to render him in his own name, as well as in the name of all the nation, the. 
fubmiffions that were due unto him, as being all his good and faithful children. He 
complained alfo, that his holinefs had made him no anfwer to his intreaty of being con¬ 
firmed in his ancient title of patriarch of Antioch. 

After 1 had heard thefe complaints with attention, T made him.anfvrer as I judged 
moll proper ; after which hefeemed very pleafant. I propofed unto him afterwards an' 
overture of a fynod, to the end we might know whac was then the true eftate of religion 
in thofe parts, I added, that for that purpofe he needed only convocate the bifliops, 
which might, without danger, render themfelves at the place where we then were. This^ 
propofition gave him occafion to make far greater complaints than before ; he fet forth 
the reafons he had of an heavy complaining againft a fynod that had been held fome year^ 
before, where had been prefented unto him and to the bifhops a blank paper to lign, 
with alTurance that it fliould be filled up with nothing but w^hat fiiould be good and 
profitable for the nation, and that, having figned it with much facility, they had been 
abufed ; for that thole who required this figned blank, were no fooner returned to 
'fripoU, than they filled it up with a great number of errors, and confiderable herefies, 
and without giving infonnation hereof to any one of the fynod, or learing any copy 
behind, they had moft maliciouffy defamed them to the pope and his cardinals ; that, 
out of the fear he had of the like inconvenience, he vigoroufly oppofed my requeft unto 
him. The foundation of this complaint appeared fo ft range to me that I- could fcarce 
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believe it, but the matter of ik6: being reported by fo confiderable a perfon that affirmed 
it, and being alfo confirmed by all his affiftants, I durft not deny it j I endeavoured 
to excufe it as well as I could, and promifed to ufe my efforts to recall this writing, to the 
end I might appeafe his much irritated fpirits. I a 0 ured him alfo, on my part, that I 
would undertake nothing without his participation and confent. At laft he prefented 
another great difficulty, or part, of the war that raged extremely between the Turks and 
Chriflians; for the fultan was in the field in perfon with a puiflant army, which render¬ 
ed the execution of a fynod exceeding difficult, for it was dangerous to affemhle the 
principal perfons of a nation to treat at that conjuncture with an envoy of the pope. 
But I fatisfied alfo the patriarch in this point, telling him that means might be found out 
to affemble them under other pretences. This good old man then confented to my 
intreaty, and writ to the bilhops to Invite them to a lynod j but, as we could get toge¬ 
ther but two, I thought it convenient to remit that aflembly till another time. In the 
mean while, I made ufe of this opportunity to viilt the deacons; they are but two in 
number, and perform the office of fecular magiftrates to govern the people, judging 
their differences, and treating with the Turks about all matters that regard the tributes, 
and about every other affair that occurs. The principal of thefe two is a man of great 
experience and penetrating judgment, wdio is expert in war, and well inclined to reli¬ 
gion. He approved forthwith of my defign, and was willing to take the care upon him 
to affemble the bilhops, and all others w'homfoever I pleaied, although he was then iick 
of a fever, under which he had laboured all the day. He affured me, he would render 
himfelf there, with the other deacon, his companion, and that he W'ould endeavour I 
fhould receive fatisfaftion in wdiatever I propofed; but I judged it better to defer the 
meeting till fuch time as he was recovered, and that, in the mean while, I might infonn 
myfelf more particularly of all things. 

Chap. X. — Of the Cedars of Libamis avd the Holy Riuer, and of the Nature of the 

Ground of Mount Libanm. 

I went to fee, during that fpace of time, the cedar trees, which were not vfery 
far off j they Hand upon an high and craggy mountain, and are called faints, becaufe of 
their antiquity. And the natives believe they are ftill the fame as thofe that were in 
Solomon’s time, which is the reafon they vifit them with great devotion, efpecially on 
the day of the transfiguration of our Lord ; at which time they fay mafs mofl folemnly 
at the foot of a cedar, upon an homely altar of ftone. Moreover, as thefe trees are but 
a few in number, they efteem it a miracle that they cannot be reckoned exaftly. I 
counted twenty-three, and another of my companions but twenty-one ; and there is a 
gr^at deal of appearance that the fame root fends forth in fame of them two branches, 
which are fometiines reckoned for one, fbmetimes for two. They never fell them to 
make boards, but there is an infinite number of other trees for common ufes, growing 
upon two other mountains, which arefituated in fuch a manner that, being joined to the 
former, they form a kind of crofs. That which they call the mountain of faints, forms 
^he top, and the other two the fides. They affirm that certain Turks, who fed their 
pocks thereabouts, having been fo impious and hardy as to cut down fonie of thefe trees 
they call Saints, were punifhed forthwith with the utter lofs of their beafts. One may 
^o fee there the fpring of a rivulet, which the inhabitants call the Holy River, for that it 
tak^s its fource from the mountain whereon grow the cedar-faints in a very hidden and 
delicious place, and from it defcends along the valley, ruiming with little murmuring 
ffr^aips ^^ppngil Pipt ffones. 
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I was very much fatisfied to have feen the forefaid place j and, jn my return vfo the 
monallery, where refided the patriarch, I informed myfeif of the goodnefs of the foil, 
of the cuiloms and ways of living in that country, as alfo of their belief j and I endea¬ 
voured to obferve them as exaftly as poflibly I could. 

All the country confifts of llony and high mountains, which fextend from north to 
fouth; it is alfo a good day’s jom-ney in breadth, and four or five long ; fo that in cir¬ 
cumference it may be fix or feven hundred miles. Yet thefe mountains, by theinduftry 
and labour of men, feem for the moll part, like a plain, for they gather the ftones toge¬ 
ther in fome low places, which are dilperled here and there, and raifa up high v/alls 
therewith } and, fo proceeding on daily, erefl others therewith, inforauch that, by the 
force of levelling mountains, and filling up of the vallies, they make of a barren moun¬ 
tain a pleafant champaign, which may be eafily cultivated, and fuch as is very pleafant 
and agreeable. This country abounds in corn, excellent wines, oil, cotton, filk, 
honey, wax, wood, favage and tame animals, and efpecially in goats: as for fmall ani¬ 
mals there are but a few, becaufe the winter there is very jQiarp, and that they have fiiow 
continually. They have a great number of flieep, big and fat as thofe of Cyprus. As 
foon as you pafs Cyprus there are no more hogs to be feen, becaufe the Turks eat 
none; but, in recompence to that, you fliall find a great number of wild boars in their 
forefts, as well as bears, tigers, and other the like animals. 

The reft of the country is filled with partridges, which are big as hens ; no dove- 
houfes are to be feen there, nor in all the Levant, but there are abundance of pigeons, 
turtle-doves, black-birds, gnat-fiiappers, and all forts of birds. There are alfo eagles, 
and many fquirrels to be feen. They never ufe fpades to their vineyards^ but they cul¬ 
tivate them with their oxen, for they are planted with ftraight rows of trees far enough 
one from another. They ufe no props to fupport the ti'ees, but let them creep along the 
earth ; the wine that is produced therefrom is delicate and exceeding pleafant; it is a 
very furprifing thing to fee the bignels of the grape, which is equal to a prune; 
and I eafily comprehended in feeing of them, why the Hebrews pufhed forwards with fo 
much paffion the conqueft of the Land of Promife, after they had feen the grape which 
the fpiesof Jofliua brought back from the neighbouring countries. 

Thefe mountains abound, therefore, not only in Hones but in all other things neceffary 
to fupport life ; and I doubt not but that they are embowelled with rich mines. There 
is a certain place, a little above the monaftery of Caunubin, where are found Hones which 
give light like unto flambeaux, which apparently difcover that they are compofed of 
matter full of fulphur and bitumen. There may alfo be feen in other places, ground fit 
for the produftion of iron. As I continued on my journey, the deacon, Jofeph Cater, 
who was with me, aflured me, that it was but very lately, at the eating of a goat, he 
found all her teeth of a filver- colour. This confirms that which I obferved in Candia; 
to wit, that the animals that live on Mount Ida eat a certain herb which renders their 
teeth of a golden colour, which, according to my judgment, cannot otherwife proceed 
than from the mines which are under ground. 

Chap. XI. — Of the Cvfiom of the Marmites, and of their Manner of Livings 

THE Maronites will not fuffer the Turks to live amongH them, although they be in 
all the reH of Syria, fo that you cannot fee one there; they are beholden for it to the 
great care of their deacons, who fpare neither their purfes nor their lives to that purpofe. 
There live, therefore, upon their mountains no other than the CliriHians, which they call 
Maronites, who have taken their name from a certain abbot called Maron, whom 
voi. 3. p p they 
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they fent to Rome to the pope in the time that all the eaft was feparated from the holy 
fee, and divided it into divers feels. This abbot returned from thence with the title o£ 
patriarch over them, who lived firm and conflant in their faith. This fame perfon led 
a religious life, fo that they invoke him as fuch in their malfes. They do not inhabit 
great cities and magnificent palaces, but little villages, whereof there is a great number, 
and in divers places. Their houfes are mean and little w^orth, not but that they have 
noble and rich perfons amongft them, but they are tyrannized fo over by the Turks,, 
that they are coiillrained to Ihun all manner of grandeur and ollentation; they make 
theinfelves poor, that they may Ihun ill treatment, and they afFe0: aifo to go meanly clad. 
Their habit diiTers not-from that of the other Levantines, which confifts of a turban 
and little veil that defeends dowm to the knees, or to the middle of the leg, and fome- 
times they wear the Spain or Abb to cover it; they go ordinarily with their legs naked, 
although there be fome who have drawers on, according to the Turkifli manner, with 
Ihoes. The arms they ufe are the b^'w, harquebus, feymetar, and dagger ; they are 
very tall men, of a natural fweetnefs, docihle to arms, and refemble the Italians more than, 
any other nation. They ufe no tables, nor ftools to fit on, but inftead thereof fit down 
crofs-Iegged upon mats or carpets fpread upon the ground, and there eat and drink. 
Inftead of a table-cloth they lay a round piece of leather, and cover it about with 
bread, though there be but two or three to eat. They fit round, and put the victuals 
in the middle; they eat juft as the Turks do, making no ufe of napkins, knives, nor fo 
much as forks, but have only very pretty wooden fpoons; and when they drink, the 
glafs goes round. If any one eats in another’s houfe, it is the matter of the houfe that 
waits, and ferving every one with his glafs, fo that he has no manner of repofe at the 
table. They drmk often; however, their glaffes are but fmall. The more they drink, 
the more honour they thmk they do to their hoft; and although the leather that ferves 
for a table-cloth be taken up, yet they ceafe not to drink as long as there is any wine in 
the veffel. Thefe leathern table-clodis are neatly folded up with the drawing of a fmall 
cord that is round about them. If any one comes in after they aj-e fet at table, when 
he has faluted the company, he fits down, eats and drinks without any more ado, and 
it were a great mcivility to do otherwife. They ufe no Iheets to their beds they 
fleep in, but only cotton coverlets; each faftens a ftring to the coverlet, and fo lies 
under it. 

^^^hen they make any bargain, they ule great fimplicity, for they have no feriveners 
to draw writings, but they take one another’s words, or a fimple piece of paper, or elfe 
truft to the fiiith of fome witnefs, and ufe the fame manner at the making of their wills. 
They content not themfelves to weep only for the dead, but make hideous cries and la¬ 
mentations, and ceafe not furioufly to agitate their bodies here and there. They drefs 
no viftuals for fome time in the houfe of the deceafed, but their relations and friends 
fupply them ^ wherefore, at the uTual times of repaft, you (hall fee many women enter 
with balkets on their heads full of vifluals, and the men come foon after to comfort the 
relations of the deceafed, and to eat with them. 

1 hefe people let their beards grow, and fliave their heads, which is the reafon that 
they never uncover them, no more thait the other nations of the Levant. They liighly 
refpeft their prlefts, and when they meet them they kifs their hand, and the pried gives 
them the benediftion, forming^ the fign of the crofs, accompanied with certain words 
oyer them- If they have a prieft at their table, they make him drink firft j befides, he 
drinks alfo laft, in reciting certain orifons, and no body is fuffered to drink after him. 
If they mo^t on horfeback to go fome journey, they prefeiu themfelves civilly to a 
jffieft, praying him to grant them the benediction, and recite over them fome prayers 

before 
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before tliey fet forth on then journey. 'ITie ufe of incenfe is very common amonjrft 
them, for they are not only ferved therewith in the churches, but alfo at the berinnm<r 
and ending of their repafts, when they crave a bleffmg upon their viauals, and return 
God thanks for the fame. If at any time a perfon of quality comes amongft them or 

one of prmcipal degree m the church, a prieft goes before to receh^'e him with 
mcenie. 

The Maronite women are cml and modeft, their manner of drefs differs not much 
irona the Italian, their apparel defcends to the ground, and covers their breafl and 
moulders entirely; it is very plain, being but cloth of white cotton, or at bell but of a 
violet or blue colour, and fometimes a little wrought. They wear upon thdr heads a 
kind oi linen veil, which covers all their hair both before and behind. If they meet by 
rtance with a man they know not, they fliun him, or cover their faces with their veil. 
Ihere are of them who, like the Turkifli women, wear certain bracelets upon 
their arms md legs, and others of the form of a fillet at the forehead, with fmall pieces 
oHilver. They ufe not to curl their hair, nor to paint their faces, neither can you fee 
other the like vaiuty amongft them ; which is fo much the more commendable in them 
as the contrary is blame-worthy in our European dames. 

When they come to church, they place not themfelves amongft the men, nor yet 
wiiere they may fee their faces, for all the men fit at the upper part of the church, and 
they itay ne^ to the door for to get firft out as foon as fervice is done, to the end they 
may not be feen of any. There is no man ftirs from his place till they be all gone forth, 
1 he country is altogether free from debauched and common women, fo that you can 
he^ there no manner of difcourfe of adulteries, or other the lil^ vices, which is a parti¬ 
cular favour of God- 


Chap. XII. ~ Of their Seientes and Books, and of their Money they pay to the Turks. 

THEIR priefts are as ignorant as the common people, for they can but only read and 
write. Ihofe amongfl; them are efieemed moll learned who, befides the Arabic 
language, which is the mother tongue, have fome knowledge in the Chaldee, which 
regarded by them as the Latin is by us. There are not above three or four who, being 
returned from Rome, thoroughly underftand philofophy and theology ; but we hope by 
the help of God, that there lhall be, for the time to come, a greater number of them, 
of whom there is great care taken to have them inftrufted in the college that has been 
founded for them at Rome, which is very necelTary for thofe parts. They have no con¬ 
venience nor advantage of printing, no more than in all the reft of the Levant, which 
might have been of great ufe to publifli and multiply their books ; however, I think it 
a great happinefs to this nation, and alfo to all Chriftianity, for that, not having aniongft 
them any knovdng perfons, the reft of the Levant being filled with Jews, Turks, Arme¬ 
nians, ^ Neftorians, Jacobites, Diofcorians, Eutychians, Cophties, Abyflines, Greeks, 
Georgians, Melhites, and other fefts, their wicked books would multiply too fail: by the 
help of printing ; and befides, their good books would have been eafily corrupted, and 
fluffed up with falfities and errors- 

They write, therefore, their books In manufcript, although that Is not totally exempt 
from danger, for tliat the tranfcribers can add thereto, and change at their pleafure; 
however, that requires pains and much time, and there bdng but a few fcribes in thofe 
parts, there is not much reafon to fear it, and they may always* eafily remedy it- They 
rnakeufe of certain canes to write with, not knowing the ufe of goofe quUls, and other 
birds. They do not read as we do, from the left to the right, but quite contrary, from 
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the right to the left, after the manner of the Jews. They begin alfo their books as they 
do, that is to fay, where we end; yet they obferve not altogetlier the manner of the 
Jews writing, to wit, from right to left, but, turning their paper fide-ways, write 

a-crofs. _ _ , _ 

One cannot imagine what vaft fums the Chriftians of mount Libanus pay to the 
Turks} befides the Garage, which is an ordinary tribute, they make daily new Avanges, 
and continual extortions. The Garage is great, for every one pays feparately for his 
goods, perfon, and his religion. The fecond tribute amounts to feventeen crowns a head, 
as well for children of nine or ten years of age, as for men. The firft is a crown 
for every- eight feet of land one poffeffeth. The emir Elias, the governor of the country 
for the fuhan, fends to gather thefe tributes j and, although the Grand Seignior hath 
fixed the fum he is to colleft for all the year, yet he ceafeth not to demand more. And 
the receiver comes not hither Amply to take the air; if they do not pay, forthwith 
comes another receiver, who augments the fum j the which they call the Garage, or 
Tribute of Solicitation, and the longer they retard the payment the more the fum in- 
creafeth. Wherefore it comes to pafe that, if any one has not his money ready, he is 
obliged to take it from the Turks upon very great intereft; and, if he finds himfelf un¬ 
willing to accept of it upon the conditions, he is conftrained to fell his land forthwith 
for as much as he can get for it; infomucfa that it happens oftentimes, that one lofeth a 
great inheritance, or a tenement of four or five thoufand crowns value, for a very fmall 
matter; nay, foinetimes for a crown. The dead pay their Garage as well as the living, 
for, as the Grand Seignior efteems himfelf abfolute mafter of the country, and of all the 
eftates of the inhabitant^ to whom he grants only the ufe of them, he believes, that in 
cafe of mortality, ail their poffeffions ought to return to him, and by confequence the 
right heirs or teftators, if they have a mind to enjoy them peaceably, ought to pay him 
a certain fum proportionable to the eftates they inherit. Some pay ten or a dozen 
crowns, others forty or fifty; and it amounts fometimes to an hundred or two of crowns, 
or more. There is a perfon who rangeth the country up and down continually, for to 
learn who are dead, to the end he may raife the tribute. If any one has been lately 
interred he foon perceives it, and caufeth them alfo oftentimes to open the graves, to fee 
if there be any newly dead. 

Moreover, if any one has bufinefs neceftary to be treated about with the Emir, be it 
to demand a fovour or juftice, he concludes nothing but by the force of money. No 
perfon durft. appear before this judge without large fums and prefents ; he that carries 
moft, receives moft profit; and it is alraoft incredible how much money he fqueezeth 
from thefe poor people in a. year, nay every day, fo infupportabie is the tyranny of the 
Turks, and fo mtferable is the condition of them who live under their dominion. The 
violence" is too great, and I cannot believe it can be endured any long time ; many of 
them are already withdrawn, and have abandoned their lands and houfes; others depart 
daily, and go into other countries, being no longer able to indure the grand impofitions 
wherewith they are furcharged. They choofe rather to live in the poverty and afflic¬ 
tions of a voluntary banilliment, than to remain with their eftates in their own country, 
under fo infupportabie a ^anny. Although thefe are withdrawn, the Emir pretends 
he will lofe upon that confideration none of the ordinary tribute: he is paid yearly by 
the two deacons, two thoufand crowns for thefe abandoned eftates, part of which they 
pay out of their o\\7i pockets, and the reft is paid by the people, to the end he fend not 
any Turks into thofe places for i^o poffefs them; but I fliall no longer detain the reader 
with the relation of a thing fo fad!.and deplorable.. 
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ChaPp XIIL — 0/ their EccUJlaJlics nnd Relipms^ 

WE muft now begin to fpeak of the belief and religion of thefe people; and for 
your better underftanding you muft know, they have, as all others, laics, ecclefiaftics, 
and rehgious; but, having fulEciently fpokeu of the lares, we are now to fay fomeching- 
of the ecclefiallics and religious* 

The clergy have their degrees, as well facred as not facred: this pretty hierarchy, 
which has been eflabiifhed in the church, is perfeflly reprefented in the perfon of the 
patriarch, who is fubje& to the pope, and that of divers bifhops, and of a good number 
of piiefts, who are governed by the bifliops. The patriarch and the bifhops keep a per¬ 
petual celibate, and there are none but the monks that are admitted to this dignity, for 
there are none but thefe that live unmarried. If they take any one that has broken this 
order, they lock him up forthwith in a monaftery, and he eats no more bread* 

There are two forts of bifhops amongfl them, one of which are but mere abbots of 
monafteries, and have no care of fouls upon them ; they have neither the mark nor 
epifcopal habit, but are drefied as other monks are, and have only this privilege, that 
they carry the mitre and crofs in flnging of mafs. The other have under their govem- 
'ments the greateft churches, and wear a veil nethermofl altogether, according to the 
mode of the country, and over that a Spain, or violet-coloured cloth, which defeends 
down to the ground, with a very great blue turban* The patriarch is clothed in the 
fame manner as the bifhops, and it is he alone that hath the particular jurifdiction of all 
mount Libanus, excepting fome places too remote from him, where he placeth fome 
bifliop for that end ^ but, as he cannot always in perfon vilit fo great an extent of land, 
which is.very difficult, be keeps by him two or three bifhops, one of which applies liimfelf 
particularly to the adminiftration of Caunubin, where the patriarch refideth, and to col- 
ieft the taxes and revenues of the country, which amount to three or four thoufand 
crowns. He fends the other here and there into different places, for to vifit the churches, 
and fupply their necefEties* There are, moreover, three other bifliops without thefe 
mountains, which have alfo their jurifdiftion apart, but yet with a dependence upon the 
fame patriarch ; one of which refides at Dainas, the other at .Aleppo, and the third in 
the ifle of Cyprus, Every one has the care of the Maronites, which have a dependence 
on him. 

The other priefls, and with much more reafon the deacons and fub-deacons, can, at 
leall, if they be not monks, marry before tliey receive holy orders, which they are the 
rather conftrained to do, becaufe the people look not favourably upon them if 
they be not married, efpecially fuch as ai'e young \ and the bifhops do with great diffi¬ 
culty admit them into orders, if they confine not themfelves into the monafteries or do 
net marry. The deacons, fub-deacons, and the other inferior clerks, have no other habit 
but fuch as the laics wear. The priefts are not diftinguiffied but by a blue turban, 
which they wear a little lefs than that of the bifhops ; and, as to the reft, they do no 
way differ from others. 

The religious have none of that diftinftion of order and profeffion that is ufed elfe- 
where, they are all alike: I am perfuaded that thefe monks are the remnants of thofe 
ancient hermits which lived feparate from mankind, and dwelled in great numbers in 
the defarts of Syria and Paleftine; there are excellent authors that have treated of them, 
and I believe I have niyfelf good proofs for to fupport that opinion. 

The firft are the places of their abode ; for their refidence is not in delicious plains, 
or on pleafant little hills, accommodated with agreeable profpeQ:s, nor in well-peopled 
cities and places frequented by men, but they are retired to the moft abftrule parts of 
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thefe mountains, feparated from all commerce, and living under great rocks; fo that 

they feem to dwell in grots and caverns^ fit rather for wild beafts than habitations for 

Their poor and ordinary apparel ferves for a fecond proof: they wear but a pitiiid, 
iinvaluable, ill-lhaped coat, wherein they wrap themfelves, with a black caul upon the r 
heads ; and this veftment defcends only from the flioulders to the girdle, without any 
rhing to cover their flioulders withal j neither is there any other habit cut accor^ng to 
the fafliion of thefe, that are ufcd among ft all the community of their religious^ 

Their manner of living fumifhed us with a tiiird proof: they live only upon that 
which the earth itfelf produceth, and never eat any flefli, though they be fick and in 
danger of death. As for wine, they very rarely drink any. I'hey have no particular 
rules, nor written conftitutions, for to be obferved by every one, as may be feen in all 
other religious houfes who are eftabliflied to live in community, ^ They make no exprefs 
profelhon of the three vows of religion ; to wit, poverty, chaftity, and obedience y but, 
when they are received into the monaftery where they make profellion, one holds a 
book in his hand and reads only fomething that belongs to them, advertifing them, that 
they ought to live in continence, and adds many the like things. Thefe advertilements 
are fufficient to make them keep a perfect chaftity, You fliall never hear any 
fcandalous or ill report of them, although they conriiiiially go alone up and down, and 
ftay oftentimes many days together out of their monaftery. They have goods and 
money of their own, and can difpofe thereof at their death. If they i)ave no 
longer a mind to ftay in the monaftery, they go into another, without the leave 
■of their fuperiors. 

In the fourth place, they are never permitted to exerclfe any ecclefiaftical funftion ; 
they have no fpiritual exercife in common for the good of their neighbour, and have no 
power either to preach or confefs, fo that they are only for themfelves. 

Ill the fifth place, they give to their fuperiors and chiefs the name of Abbot, as the 
hermits did of old. 

Finally, I lhall take for the fixtli and laft proof, the name they bear of the monks of 
St. Anthony ; and it is this that ought to make fonie inipreliions upon the fpirits of thofe 
who would fearch out the caule why thofe religious are fo called. 

Has this good man ever founded any religious houfe for to live in community ? Did 
he not live a folitary and hermetical life in the defarts of Egypt, exercifing the funftlon 
of abbot, in regard to thofe that led the fame life of himfelf ? There is, therefore, rea- 
foii to believe that this was the true original of the monks, which are at this day in 
mount Libanus, and which are called the monks of St. Anthony* Many have imagined 
that they were reduced to that poverty they live in, through the continual oppreflion of 
the Turks, who obliged them to labour and cultivate the earth ; but I do not doubt but 
that was the end of their conftitution, for fo much as the holy hermits and fervaots of 
God, for to Ihun idlenefs, and gain their living by the induftry of their own hands, 
accuftomed themfelves to labour for a good part of the day ^ thefe fame had many per- 
foils under them, whom they employed in the hardeft labours, and they contented them¬ 
felves to carry on the fame and render it lefs painful. As to their hofpitality» 
whereof, perhaps, they have preferved fince their foundation, they highly exercile it, 
efpecially in the monaftery of Caunubin, where there is kept'an open fable for all the 
year round, admittance being never forbid, not only to the Maronites and other Chrif- 
tians, but alfo to the Turks, and all comers, who are welcome to eat what they 
pleafe, which is the caufe of vaft expence unto them ; for, as it is the ordinary refidence 
of the patriarch, it is incredible what multitudes are drawn thither daily, either through 
necellit)^ curiofity, bufinefs, or fome other matter, 
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Chap. XIV. — Of the Errors that have beat impofed upon them. 

I DISCOVERED, with much evidence, the abufes whereof I am about to fpeak, 
and fome others of the fame nature, which made me open ifiy eyes, and apply myfelf 
with all induftry to every thing that might regard their belief, not only becaufe thefe 
matters were of very great importance, being the foundation of all religion, but alfo 
becaufe I had learned that, fome years paft, they had been attributed unto them amonglt 
other errors. 

1. That there was in Jefus Chrift but one nature, to wit, the divine. 

2. That the Holy Ghoft proceeded only from the Father. 

3. That all tlie Trinity was incarnated, died on the crofs, and rofe again. And thofe 
that attributed thefe errors unto them, faid, that that was the reafon why they added to 
the trifa^on, which is fung by the angels, Qtii nattis cs pro- nobis^ qm rntctjixits cs pro 
nobis, qui fnrrexijli ^ afcendiflt in calum pro nobis miferere nobis ; as if they retained the 
ancient errors condemned in the fifth council of Conftantinople. 

4. That an hulband might put away hia wife, and take another, if Ihe committed 
adultery, or for other reafons. 

5. That there is no original fin. 

6. That the fouls that departed from their bodies faw not heaven for to be there re¬ 
warded, nor hell to be there punilhed, but that they attended for that till the univerfal 
judgment: and that, in the mean time, they remained in a place where there Was neither 
grirf nor joy, 

7. That it is lawful to deny one’s belief outwardly, and alfo by words, provided it be 
treafured up in the heart. 

8. That the facraraent of confirmation was not diftinft from baptifm, 

g. That they gave the eucharift to young children. 

Although I ufed all ray oWn induftry to be informed of thefe errors, and” employed 
others for that purpofe, yet I could never difeover but two of them, to wit, the repudia¬ 
tion of their wives, and the communion which they gave to children. I am very well 
fatisfied that the firft is not an error, whereof the whole nation ought to be accufed, 
as if it approved of this divorcement, but an accident that happened two or three times, 
which had been fomented through the violence and tyranny of the Turks, who favoured 
the defigns of fome profligates who had put away their wives to many others of whom 
they were enamoured. Thefe fort of people, being not able to obtain the confent 
of the patriarch to marry them, had recourfe to the Emir, who gave them, for their 
money, permiffion to do it, giving them his letters £0 the patriarch to excufe them, who 
diffeinbled his refentments thereof upon juft confiderations. It is certain that, the like 
cafe happening at the time of my being there, the patriarch would no ways confent 
thereto; but, not being able to remedy it, he was obliged to pafs it by. In regard to 
the fecond error, it is common to all, neither can it be efteemed an error, nor herefy, 
fince the church hath heretofore praftifed the fame thing for a long time. As for the 
other errors, I underftood very well that they had been fali’ely charged with them j 
however, having read in one of their btioks, I know not what, concerning one will and 
onfe operation in Jefus Chrift, and fome other impure things, I refolved to put all thefe 
articles feparately into writing, and to propofe each in particular to the fynod, when it 
fliould be aflembled, before it came to the reformation of abufes. 
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Chap. XV. — 0/ the AJfarMmg of a Synod, and of the Profefm of Faith that wat 

made ihere^ 

AFTER I had informed myfelf of all things as well as poffiblj I could I applied all 

Tnd thofe which were fummoned, finding themfelves together, read publicly the pope s 
W wldrcomlined my miffion. and the • authority I had from his holmefs; and as 
eveiT one remained filent, I expofed unto them at large ' the reafons that had moved, me 
to cfflivocate this aflembly. 1 reprefented unto them the impormce of it, md entertamed 
!Lm at the fame time, with the great care and affeaion his holmefs had towards 
Sem; then i fpoke a fe4 words to fhe bilhops in particular, touchmg their duty, and 

of too three header the M whereof related to 
theiteUef j the fecond to the young Maronites, that were to be fent from that country 
to Rome ■ and thirdly, to thofe that would be fent back again from Rome ™ 

As I was ready to open the fynod with the matters that regarded the behef ^d confor- 
;Sty of their religion to the kurch of Rome, I was interrupted by patnarch, who 
teftified his having received much difpleafure about a fynod that had been held f me 
veairaffoftomRome, protefting thatnmther he nor bispredeceffor had done nor ap- 
i^veS what was tmnfaaed; whereupon he detefted anathemized tlie errors 

which had been impofed upon them and the nation. He anathenuzed all thofe 
that held them, or had ever held them, affuring us, that he had always followed, and 
would ftill for the future, the church of Rome. To which words the pntne deacon, 
being tranfported with zeal, added thefe, ‘ Yes, we will follow, and never feparate m 
any part from it, whatever mifery may befall us.* Indeed, I^ conceived ^ J Y 
fee that the beginning was accompanied with fo firm a refolution, ai^ fuch great ftead- 
faftnefs of fpirit, fo that it encouraged me in fuch a manner, that I beheved I had no 
farther fearch to make to render me certain of my enquiries. Htwever, to be more 
alTured, andalfo to juftify them,Iapplied myfelf to examine all ^ 

another, and that every one in particular ftiould declare his belief. All, with one con- 
fent agreed, without any difpute or controverfy, and made profeHion together of the 

followmg arUdes.^^n is divine, with two natures, two 

wills, and two operations; one of which is divine, the other human It was a great 
comfort to me to fee in all their books very ample teftimonies of this truth; I found 
alfo particular works compofed upon this fubjea, which were weU handled, and filled 
with a great number of authorities drawn from the Old and New Teftament, as well as 

from the Latin and Greek fathers. r i i • 

II. That the Holy Ghoft proceeded from the Father and Son, as from the only prin¬ 
ciple-; that which is read, not only by them in divers places of their books, but alio fuch 
as is rehearfed by them in the creed, Qut eft, fatre ^ filio procedit. 

III. That the Son alone was incarnated, and not the whole Trinity; as aUo who was 
bom, died, who rofe again, and who afoended into heaven; and, for that reafon, they 
look the word Trifagion two manner of ways, applying it fometimffi to the whole Iri- 
nity, fometimes to the fecond Perfon only; but, when they took it for the firit, mey 
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added It not at all; but when for the fecond^ they added it by coherence to the in*^ 
carnation, birth, death, and other the like things, which truly agreed with Jefiis 
Chrilh 

IV. That it might be judged by their aOdons, that they acknowledged a place of 
purgatory, and original fm; that the firft was fufficiently fet forth by their alms 
and prayers. 

V. That the fecond proved Itfelf plainly by the baptifm they gave to little infants, 
to the end, that being wafhed and cleanfed of their fins, they might obtain eternal life, 
although they had committed no actual fm that required their being wafhed and cleanfed 
by that facrament, knowing that St. Auguftine made often ufe of that argument, to prove 
that fame truth againfr the Pelagians of his time, 

VL That fouls, generally fpeaking, when they depart from the body, go ftraight to 
heaven to enjoy bleffednefs, or to hell, to be there eternally puniflied, or for a time to 
purgatory. 

VIL That it Is never lawful to defiy one^s faith In words, as Jefus Chnft himfelf 
manifeftly declared: ^ He that denies me before men, him will I alfo deny before my 
Father which is in heaven.* 

VIII. Finally, that in marriage they permitted fometimes a reparation of living, but 
that nothing but death was able to diflblve the bond of matrimony, in fuch a manner, 
as that it was lawful for the hufband to efpoufe another, conformable to thofe words of 
Jefus Chrlft, which are fo expreffcd i * Whofoever puts away his wife, and marries 
another, commits adultery/ 

I failed not to objeft, and lay before them, thofe books wherein I found fome errors : 
they made anfwer, that they were not their true books, but that they had been mali- 
cioufly contrived by the Jacobins, and difperfed amongft their nation; that as to the reft, 
their books were very different, and that the pope had received falfe information of 
them ; which fatisfied me fo much the more, becaufe in their aftions I dlfcovered that 
it was fo in effedl. I faw in their books, which they acknowledged for true, nothing 
but what was catholic^ and as others have not made that diftindlion with exaflnefs" 
enough, one ought not to be aftonifiied, if they return to Rome with fuch contrary 
informations. Wherefore having received, by what is here demonftrated, and by many 
other enquiries and circumftances tranfafted in this fynod, plenary fatisfaftion of the 
firmnefs of their belief, we made feveral canons to reform the abufes amongft them, 
and to confirm the profeffion they made here of their faith, and added what other things 
we thought neceffary to oblige them to a firm conftancy therein. 


Chap. XVI. — Of the Maronites that were to befeni U Rome; and of thofe that fiould 
return from theme into their own Country. 

I HAD yet faid nothing of two points, that belonged to my commiffion; the firft 
had regard to the young Maronites, that they fhould be fent to the coHege at Rome, 
to bemftruaed there; and the fecond, to thofe who had finiflied their ftudies there, 
and fliould be fent back to them to labour, and affift their brethren in all Ipmtual con¬ 
cerns. As to the firft, we encountered no difficulty in it; for fo foon as we declared 
our defires, it was unanimoufly confented to. See what was propofed; that all thole 
that fhould be fent to Rome Ihould not be dull and ftupid, and that they ftjould at 
leaft be able to read and write, and have fome knowledge in the rudiments of grammar, 
to the end that they might be fooner fervkeable to their country; wherefore, it was 
neceffary they Ihould fend them of the age of fourteen; that they fhould not put than 
vojL. X. y Q 
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on the way to Rome, before they had given information hereof a year before; that 
thofe whom they fliould chufe in one or many places, according to the conveniency 
they found, ihouki be accompanied in their voyage with prudent and faithful perfons; 
that they IhouJd not go alhore in the ifle of Cyprus, but pafs direfUy for Venice, from 
whence they might come to Rome. 

As to the fecond article, we employed much more time and words; the difficulties 
proceeded as well from the poverty of the churches, which had no revenues to enter¬ 
tain the priefts, as from the oppreilion of the Turks j whei'efore I firll conferred in 
particular, then publicly with the two deacons: I propofed unto them, in refpeft of 
thofe who were already come from the college at Rome, or who lliould return for the 
future for the cure of fouls, that they Qiould be fiipplied from the temporalities; and 
befides, that they ffiould be exempt from the tribute which every one pays for his head 
to the grand feignior. They returned me a very civil and chriflian anfwer, and pro- 
mifed to do w'hat I propofed unto them, and at the fame time intreated me, that I 
would obtain from his holinefs a fmall penfion, for the fubfiftence of thefe labourers; 
I affured them I would ufe my endeavour, and with fo much the more confidence to 
fucceed, for that having forefeen their demand, I had already entertained his holinefs 
therewith, who had in a manner given me his word for it. 

I made known unto them, on the part of the pope, what difpleafure he had con¬ 
ceived, to fee at this prefent time araongft them a fmall number of excellent labourers, 
recommendable for their doftrine and piety, unemployed; I then propofed employ¬ 
ments for titem, and for fuch as for the future ffiould return from Rome; in the 
mem time, as it was neceffary they ffiould be provided with good and faithful paftors, 
which ffiould have a perfeft knowledge of the church of Rome, with wliich they were 
willing to keep an union, I added, that thefe perfons might very ufefully be employed 
there, in making the moll capable of them biffiops, who ffiould govern the people ^ 
which was fo much the more necelTary, feeing they had then three or four biffioprics 
vacant, to the great prejudice of fouls j and that of others they might make pnefts, 
curates, and preachers. They had already employed lome of them to catechifo chil'dren 
and the ignorant, to read leffons of cafes of coiifcience to the priefts, to correft their 
fufpefled and heretical books, and to compofe others which lliould be proper and ne- 
^lefiary for the nation. ^ fhey might alfo keep fome of them near the patriarch and 
biffiops, to farisly any difficulties they might encounter, to accompany them in their 
vifits, md alfo to vifit fome churches, or to go fometiraesone way, fometimes another, 
according to the occafions they had for them. Not to fpeak of other neceflities, that 
might daily occur, I let them underftand, that they ought to have recourfe to prayer, 
for to render God thanks for fending of fuch labourers amongft them, endowed with the 
neceffary qualifications. 

My difeourfe was fo evident, that they all anfwered with one accord, that ‘ it Ihould 
be done lor the future ;» the pstriarch promifed it very freely : and as there was now 
no inatter of importance undone, and it was to be feared, left they rendered themfelvea 
u picious to the Tmks, if the fynod lafted any longer^ particularly becaofe of a great 
concourfe of people that flocked thither daily, amongft whom were alfo found Turks, 
b t ^ difmiffed, and every one had the liberty to retire to his own 
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Chap. XVII, — Of the Death ef the Patriarchy and of the ElcSlhn of another. 

AS foon as the fynod was diflblved, and the aiFairs that I treated witli the patriarch 
were terminated, I took my leave of him, feeing iiodiing that might hinder and ftop my 
return to Italy ; my defign neverthelefs was not to go thither fpeedily, but firfl to vifk 
fome of the principal monafteries, and give the hilltops fome fatisfadion, who lived 
there, and entreated my company. I had refolved to go from thence as far as Damas, 
for to fee the bilhops and Maronites of thofe parts, for I judged it very dangerous to 
go to Aleppo. From Damas I was to return to Cannubin,' to fee in what manner 
they obferveddie order that had been made, and to depart from thence for Jertifalem, 
before my return to Rome. I went therefore direflly, with my companions and fome 
others, to the monafteries of Chfaia and St. Anthony; thefe tw^o monafteries are fo 
near one to anther, that they feem almoft to be in the fame place : there were in one 
of them two nephews of the patriarch, one of whom was archbifliop and abbot of the 
monaftery, and fuffragan to the fame patriarch j in the other he had three other brothers, 
which were all three archbifliops. We went from thence to Eden, which is the moft 
conliderable place of thefe mountains; we were received there very honourably, and 
with great demonftrations of joy. 

From Eden we went to the monaftery of St. Sergius-, which is not above a mile diftant 
from thence. We were always accompanied with better fort of people, who walked on 
foot before our mules, and out of the refpetl they bore to the pope, and in honour 
to us, they would fmg certain fongs and fpiritual airs, which they ufually fung as thev 
marched before the patriarch, and other perfons of quality. Being arrived at the mo¬ 
naftery, we went to falute the abbot, who was an archbifliop, exceeding aged: we 
were no fooner entered into the church, but there came a man with all fpeed, being 
fent on purjwfe from Cannubin, that brought us the news, that the patriarch lay a 
dying, and, if I deligned to fee him alive, I Iliould lofe no time: wherefore, without 
any farther delay, we took our leave of this good old man, and returned with all fpeed 
to Cannubin, but it was impoffible for us to arrive there until two hours after his 
death: it was on the fifth of Oftober, according to our calendar, and, on the twenty- 
fifth of September, by their computation; we found him in the church fitting in a chair, 
clad in his facred habits, having the mitre on his head, and patriarchal crofs in his hand: 
there were abundance of his relations, both men and women about him, who wept and 
beat their breafts, making hideous cries all night. Next day came a multitude of 
people thither, and among the reft a great number of priefts, who affembled to inter 
him. The two deacons rendered themfelves there likewife. They carried him at noon 
to the ufual burying-place of the patriarchs, which was not above a mufquet fhot from 
thence, and then laid him in that grot, fitting in a wooden chair, according to their 
cuftom. 

The election of the patriarch that ought to fucceed, and govern all the nation In 
fpiritual matters, was to be done by the people, and there is a time appointed for that, 
which is the nineteenth day after the death of the other; the chiefs of that alTeinbly 
were very urgent with me to ftay and affift at that eletHon, afluring me they would 
chufe that perfon I fhould name; but I thought it more convenient to withdraw, and 
leave the eleftion entirely free to themfelves. I confefs, indeed, I had regard to the 
complaints that w'ere made of the former patriarchs, for having rendered that dignity 
as hereditary in their family ; as they had already two brethren that had been patriarchs, 
the matter was reduced to fucJi a point, that the archbilhop and abbot of Chfaia muft 

Q Q 2 infallibly 
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infallibly fucceed his uncle, becaufe of the great places he enjoyed, and alfo of the 
fpiritual relation he had to him; who had added to the family of the patriarch all the 
nobles and perfons of quality of that country, by holding of their children to baptifra: 
moreover, the archbilliopric and abbey of Chfaia muft have been given to his brother, 
who would alfo be patriarch in his turn, and then the nephews would tread in the 
fame Iteps. I failed not, therefore, that day to entertain the deacon, Jofeph Cater, 
herewith, who was a prudent and underftanding man, as I conferred with him about 
fome other matters. He had, indeed, nothing to object againft the perfon of that 
abbot, except that having always been confined to a monallery, where he had led a 
hermitical life, it was plain he had but little experience, efpecially in things belonging 
to a pallor- I departed the day following for Tripoli, with a defign to ftay there 
during the eleflioii of a new patriarch, and to return again as foon as I fhould hear of his 
being elefted. 

The people flocked thither from all parts, far and near, infomuch that they amounted 
to above the number of two thoufand on the day of eleftion, to wit, the 13 th of October, 
according to our calendar. The archbilhop Jofeph Rifi, of whom we have already 
^oken, was chofen by the plurality of voices ; he elefted for his fuflragan, and to yifit 
all the churches in that country, Mofes Anifio, who was already of the order of priell- 
hood, and was recommended unto him by fome perfons of quality; he confecrated 
him archbilhop, and took for his archprieft, to the end he might take care of the 
land of Efdron, his country, John Bareck, who had been educated at the college in 
Rome, and whom the preceding patriarch had made prieft, according to the right of 
the nation. The new patriarch gave me notice of the eleftion, and defired me to return, 
and fent men and mules to condufl: me. I agreed with his requeft, and went with 
fpeed : he teftified, at the fight of me, that he was exceeding joyful for my return. I 
treated with him about no particular affairs, but was much fatisfied to hear him declare, 
in generous terras, the good-will he had to acquit his charge with fidelity, and the 
great care he would take of the fouls under his conduct. I exhorted him to cbntinue, 
and put in execution fuch laudable defigns, and fo took my leave of him, in order to 
finilh the refolutions I had formed to go io Jerufalem. 

Chap. XVIII. — My Return from Jerufalem to Tripoli, and thence io \Alexandretta, 

•iuitb an Account of Alexandreiia. 

AFTER I had fatisfied the intentions of his holinefs, and had feen in perfon the 
holy places of the birth, life, death, and refurieftion of our Lord, I returned to Tripoli, 
in order to be tranfported to Italy. My return was very incommodious, becaufe of the 
feafon, and of my being embarked in the month of December, in a fmall fhip whitA 
let in water on all fides, fo that there was a man always employed to pump it out. This 
traverfe is at leaft two hundred miles, but thanks be to God, we arrived fafely at 
Tripoli before Chriftmas, for our confolation, and that of fome Chriftian merchants 
who lived there, and who wanted extremely fome fpiritual fuccour for the duties of 
that day. 

After we had fpent that feaft as devoutly as we could, we had a conveniency to go 
for Italy and for Rome. There were in the port of Tripoli three French barques, one 
of which was bound for Malta, and another for Sicily, whence it would have been 
eafy for us to go to Naples, and from thence to Rome; the defire we had to fee thefe 
iflands, enticed us extremely to embark in one of thefe veflels, but by good fortune, 
we could not agree with the mailers. I fay by good fortune, for that when we had 
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arrived ^tera'ards at Iftria, we underftood that one of their barques had been caft 
away, and the other made a prize by the Englifli; and thus, we had been either lofl: inc 
the fea or carried prifoners into England, but God preferred us from both. We re- 
folved therefore to return to Venice, and underftanding that the fhip, wherein we had 
pafTed the. year before, was ftill at Alexandretta, from whence it would depart on the 
hrll fiiir weather, we were exceeding glad of it, becaufe it was a great and faf'e velfel 
the only difficulty was to come at it, which we furinounted by tl'i:e conveniency of the 
third French barque, w^hereof we had fpoken, which though but finall, was good, and 
well rigged, having alfo an able pilot. We then changed our pilgrims habit, and 
clad us like merchants, having a furred veil on, as they wear them inithe Levant, and a 
toque on our heads, at the top of which was a band of llriped cloth, which repre- 
fented the form of a turban, according to the Turkilh manner* Having embarked iiL 
this veflel, with pro'^dfions and iieceflary refreflimeots, we failed on the third of January 
about midnight; the weather was very fair, but it changed fuddenly, and we were 
furioufiy tofled with the waters for three days and three mghts together* But finally,, 
approaching near Alexandretta, with the help of God, through the gulph of Ghiaccia^ 
we met with our lliip on the twelfth of the fame month, three hours before fun- 
fetting, we found no great difficulty to agree for our paffage with the mailer, who 
knew us, 

Alexandretta, which is alfo called Scanderoon, is a very little place, wherein there 
are not above twenty or thirty houfes, which ferve for ihelter to feme merchants who 
come to that port, or rather thither to traffic to Aleppo, which is not far off* The 
houfes are built of wood, and thatched with draw, for there live none there but a few 
merchants, who are entirely employed to trade, and voluntarily fuffer all forts of 
hardfhips, through a defire they have to gain wealth. We faw there oxen and bufflers 
carry burdens upon their backs as mules and horfes do in Italy* There are camels 
that continually carry merchandize to and from Aleppo ; and that which furprifed me- 
nioft, was to fee thefe animals go to the fea fide, to drink the fait water, as we fee 
other bealb drink frelh. They fay this was anciently the country of the Amazons. 
We found there two religious Francifeans, who* lived in great poverty, for they had 
no other habitation except a little church built of wood, which was filled with water 
when it rained, where there was a plank for thefe wretches to eat their victuals upon,, 
who lay upon the boards, without any other conveniency. As we were forced to ftay 
there many days, we converfed much with them. 

Chap, XIX, Of what happened to us m Cyprus* 

AFTER we had ftaid, with much incoiiveniency in that place, till the 26tk of 
March, our Ihip hoifted fail at midnight, and having made all things ready, we fleered 
our courfe for Cyprus; we fuccefsfully approached Salines on the 29th of the fame 
month* Having flept all night in the fhip, we went afhore next day very early, and 
went to the monafteiy of the religious at Arnique, where we had already been re¬ 
ceived the preceding year with much charity: thefe good religious redoubled their 
kindnefs in that place, where an accident befel us j for I, being retired into a little 
warden to eafe nature, at a time when one of the religious was faying mafSj H was no 
looner ended, but a Venetian merchant, who came to falute me, demanded forthwith, 
if I had received his letter at Tripoli j and, as I informed him I had not, he changed 
colour, and remained quite filent. His affion made me judge thefe was fome 
chief in the cafe, and having prefled him to tell me why be afbed me fuch a queftion. 
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he freely anfwcrcLl, ‘If you had received my letter, I would have been much fiirpir!.-.! 
lo have ieeu you here, for 1 gave you information to go another way to Italy, 1 ecaufe 
of a certiun Italian renegado that is here, who hath been with the Sangiac, governor 
of this ifle, and entertained him with thefe words, ‘ Are not you a governor here ? 
Why, therefore, do you fuller the pope to fend hither his fpies from Rome, to go and 
treat about affairs with the Chriftians of Mount Libanus, who have alferabled the people 
there, created new bilhops, and done other the like things, which prejudice your go¬ 
vernment. This renegado hath been charged by the Sangiac to find you out, and im- 
prifon you, to the end you may be brought before him, and fo fent forthwith to C!on- 
ftantinople to the grand feignior, who, without doubt, would caufe you to be impaled.’ 

1 thanked this friend as I ought, for the care he had taken of my life, in giving me fuch 
good information; which I fliould not have failed to make ufe of, if I had received it, 
for I would have gone another way. I then took my leave of my merchant, and after I 
had made a final 1 repail with thefe good religious, was refolved to go on board, to con¬ 
ceal niyfelf as well as I could in the Ihip j but when I came to the fea fide, I found it 
fo teinpeftuous, that there was neither man nor fhallop to be feen to put me on board 
the veflel; fo that I was obliged to return to the monailery, to attend the appeafing of 
the fea, and placing all my truft and hopes in God. Thefe good fathers had given 
us the ufe of a little chamber near the gate, with a bed for us to lie in; for my part, 
1 lay hiacheil, in my cloaths; my deep was not long, but was much interrupted with 
the apprehenfions I had, left, the renegado, who was at Nicofia, but a day’s journey 
from us, knowing that the Torniella was arrived, ftiould come to enquh'e if we were to 
pafs in it into Italy. In eifea, the thing happened as I imagined, for he came to knock 
at the gate of the monailery an hour before day; which when I had heard, and at 
the fame time the noife of the religious running to open the door, I quickly got up, 
and coming forth boldly, demanded who was there ? He made me this anfwer, ‘ It is 
an honcfl map, who is come to be iiiformed, w'hether you are come from the fhip W'hfch 
is in the. road and having told him no, he had the curiofity to afh who was in that 
chamber where we lay I they anfwered him, that they were two Venetian merchants; 
whereupon he retired to a chainber near to that, to repofe hinifelf. Thefe good relil 
mous did not bely themfelves, for we were clad like merchants. So foon as I heard 
tnele.words, as I faw myfelf expofed to the Turks and Greeks, and in a country fo re¬ 
mote, ^d fuch an enemy to the Chriftians, I awaked my companion, and made him 
forthwith get up. 

There was in that place a Venetian merchant, who, as I had learned, often affifted 
other perfons, and charitably delivered them from the hands of the Turks. He was 
then employed about loading a veflel with goods to be fent for Venice; as we went out 
of; the monaftery we met him coming to divine fervice, and I believed that God had 
fent him on purpofe to relieve us. After I had faiuted him, I faid, ‘ I know, Sir, 
that there are many perfons obliged to you for the good offices you have rendered 
them, finding themfelves in the fame condition as we are; that is it which makes me 
beheye that God has fent you hither.’ I fet forth unto him the pofture of our affairs, 
and entreated his affiftance ; he offered forthwith to ufe all poffible means to that end, 
md returimg, conduced us to his lodging. Then going out, and coming in again, 
he laid. You are not fafe here, and there is no other remedy but to put you aboard, 
and there to flay in your fhip without coming afhore, but wait fora wind; wherefore 
come along with me, and I’ll conduft you to your veffeL’ We went forth to the water- 
lide, but the^fea was ftill fo agitated^ that we could fee neitherman nor boat, 

wen^ w^kefffor fome time upon the .lhore, there polled by a great number 
of Turks and Greeks of the country, and made us much afraid j for when they came 
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near, they looked upon us with much eartieftiiefs. The IkifF of our merchant fltip 
came a little after to land, with two lufty fearaen, to load and carry goods aboard; 
wherefore we approached near the water, and the feameii having already come on 
fliore, this good merchant told them, ‘ Make hafte, and carry thefe two gentlemen 
forthwith to the Torniella.’ \¥e had no fooner thanked him, as we were obliged, but 
that thefe two feainen took and carried us in their boat, and rowing with all their 
firength, notwithftanding the waves, which were very high, they brought us in a fliort 
time to our ibip, but it was not vfithout much danger. We got into the veffel, being very 
joyful, and acquainted the captain with the pofture of our aftairs; and putting ourfelves 
under his proteftion, he received us very civilly, and gave us affurance thereof. He 
gave us alfo his own cabin, w'ith orders we fhould not ftir out of it all the day, nor 
to lliew ourfelves to thofe that Ihouid come on board to bargaiit for goods. He alfured 
us, likewife, upon his word, that we had nothing to do but to repofe ourfelves; and 
that, if we ihould be fearchsd for, he would fooner deliver diem all the freight than us. 
This conmiander was indeed a man of the world, and loved to divert himfclf; but withal, 
faithful and juft to his word. We remained fo pent up in that little chamber, as in a 
prifoQ, for thi’ee days, for the ihip was in the road all tliat time, to take in her lading. 

Chap. Xi. —Voyage front Cypriu to Venice. 

AFTER we had thanked God for'his deliverance of us from fo great a danger, we 
failed upon break of day, on the i ath of April, and made the cape at fun-fet. The fair 
weather, and the calmnefs of the fea, made us hope for an happy voyage, but on 
St, Mark’s day the waters w'ere much agitated, when we pafled the cape of St. Epiphany, 
becaufe the great winds that ftood contrary, that we w^ere very hard put to it. The 
27th of the fame month, we lowered all the fails, and, guiding the Ihip only at the helm 
with a great deal of addrefs and pains, we left it to thepieafure and mercy of the winds, 
fo much was the fea agitated at that time; then, without flopping, we paffed by Cara- 
mauia, Rhodes, Scarpanto, theille of Candia, the cape of St. John, Cerigo, Matapano^ 
and the Morea, and drew near Veiietique, to take in retfeftiments, and particularly water, 
whereof we had great need. From thence we failed for Zant, where the (hip ftaid the 
1 gth of May, becaufe of a difference that arofe between the captain and gunner. I 
believed, to avoid fcandal, we ought to change our Ihip. In efteft, after we had paid 
the captain of the Torniella what was due to him for our paflage, we agreed with the 
inafter of another veflel called the Stork, which was in the port ready to fail. We went 
on board it with all we had, and getting out of port at midnight, we iMled on the 23d 
of the fame month, leaving Cefalonia on the right. There was great likelihood of fair 
weather, but on the day after there happened fuch a great blall of wind, as tore off 
the great fail of the foremaft j but that was remedied forthwitn, and, continuing our 
courfe we left, as well upon the right as left, Corfu, the cape of Otranto, Cimara, 
or Linguetta, Safeno, which is the cape of the gulph Durazzo, Caftlenovo, tyhich 
belonged fome time to the Spaniards, Ragufit, all Dalmatia, Carnero, and divers 
other places. A laft we arrived at Iftria on the 8th of June, two hours after dinner 
time, and went afliore at Rovigno, where we few upon an high hill the church of 
St. Euphemy, with five or fix rocks about it. Our Ihip was to ftay for fome 
time there, and as we had but an hundred miles to Venice, and we thought it 
troublefome to ftay there fo long, we refolved, with two other merchants, to hire a little 
barque to finifh the reft of our voyage. This pitiful barque had but a mat for J,*® 
fails j we run more in danger in this our laft paflage, than we had done hi aU our courfe. 


A VOYAGE TO- MOUNT LIBANUS. 


304 

for, as we had got half way, there arofe fuch a furious tempeft, and the wind flood fo 
contrary, that out of the fear that pofiefljed us, we could find no better expedient than 
to jmll down the fail, or rather mat, which being forced by the violence of the wind, 
carried us fometimes on one fide, and fometimes on another, and put us in danger of 
perilhing. At lafl it pleafed God to appeafe the wind, and give us fair weather j where¬ 
fore, purfuing our courfe, we palTed by Paria, Jefole, which was formerly deftroyed by 
Attila, Marzoba, Burano, and Torcello, and, on the loth of the fame month, arrived 
happily at Venice, three hours before fun-fet; but as we were come from the Levant, 
fufpefted to be infefled with the plague, we were not permitted to go afhore. They fent 
us in our barque to make the cuftomary quarantine, into a channel far remote from the 
city. 

There were fome of onr friends that came to vlfit us, and make merry with us for 
our happy return, and fent us evening and morning every thing we ftood in need of; 
They refled not, till they obtained of the gentlemen intendants in matters of health, per- 
mifiion for us to go to our lodgings, infomuch that we made but fix days of our qua¬ 
rantine; and, being joyful for our dfcharge, we laid afide our merchant’s habit, and 
took that of our order again. After which, we fojourned for fome time in Venice, to 
refrefli ourfelves after the tedious fatigues of our navigation. 

_We parted from Venice the 23d of June, to go for Padua, and there I faw again, 
with delight, the ancient fchools where I had fometimes read public leftures. We 
parted from thence the 7th of July, for Mantua, and arrived there the 8th, at Parma the 
11th, Boloiuathe 17^^* Imola the 21ft, Forli the 22 d,Cefene, my birth-place, the 27th, 
;md at Rimini, the ift of Augufl; as it was my companion’s country, he tarried there 
for fome days, to give fome confolation to his aged father, whom he had not feen for a 
long time, which was the reafonwe could not get to Loretto till the 12 th of the fame 
month. We ftaid there for a few days, and on the i6th fet forth for Peruge, where 
we had many acquaintance, and made what hafte we could to get thither the rSth; we 
ftaid there for the reft of the month, for our own confolation and that of our friends. 
We parted from thence the firfl of September, and partly out of devotion, partly out of 
■curiofity, went to mount Corano, were there is a religious houfe, in which place they 
live in great aufterity; thence to Alvernia and Cumaldoli. We employed feven days in 
^hat progrels with much latisfa^ipn, and then returned to Peruge, m order to go for 
Rome, where we at laft arrived on the 17th of the fame month; whither I had no 
fooner got, but I made it my bufinefs to gain admittance to proftrate myfelf at his holi- 
nefs’s feet, which I foon effefled, who welcomed me kindly, and to whom Igave a 
particular account of my negotiation, wherewith he expreffed himfelf to be extremely 
Satisfied. 
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A JOURNEY FROM ALEPPO TO JERUSALEM, 

AT EASTER, A.D, 1697, 

TO vvincn IS ADDED* 

AN ACCOUNT OF THE AUTHOR'S JOURNEY TO THE BANKS OF 

EUPHRATES AT BEER, 

AND TO THE COUNTRY OF MESOPOTAMIA. 


By Henry Maundrell, M. A, late Fellow of Exeter College, Oxford, and Chaplain 

to the Faftory at Aleppo^* 


^^HERE being feveral gentlemen of our nation (fourteen in number) determined for 
a vilit to the Holy Land at the approaching Eatter, I refolved, though but newly 
come to Aleppo, to make one in the fame defign: confidering that as it was my purpofe 
to undertake this pilgrimage fome time or other, before my return to England, fo I 
could never do it, either with I^fs prejudice to my cure or with greater pleafure to niyfelf, 
than at this jundture ; having fo large a part of my congregation abroad at the fame 
time, and in my company. 

Purfuant to this refoJution, we fet out from Aleppo Friday, Feb. 26, 1695, at three 
in the afternoon, intending to make only a fhort Ilep that evening, in order to prove 
how well we were provided with neceffaries for our journey. Our quarters this firfl: 
night we took up at the Honeykane ; a place but of indifferent accommodation, about 
one hour and a half weft of Aleppo. 

It muft here be noted that, in travelling this country, a man does not meet with a 
market-town and inns, every night, as in England : the bell: reception you can find here 
is either under your ovm tent, if the feafon permit, or elfe in certain public lodgments, 
founded in charity for the ule of travellers. Thefe are called by the Turks, kanes, and 
are feated fometimes in the towns and villages j fometimes at convenient diflances upon 
the open road. They ai*e built m faJhion of a cloifter, encompalling a court of thirty 
or forty yards fquare, more or lefs, according to the meafiire of the founder’s abi¬ 
lity or charity- At thefe places all corners are free to take fiielter, paying only a finall 
fee to the kaiie-keeper, and very often without that acknowledgement; but muft expe£t 
nothing here generally but bare walls: as for other accommodations, of meat, drink, 
bed, fire, provender, with thefe it muft be every one’s care to funiini himfelf 

Saturday, Feb. 27.—From the Honeykanewe parted very early the n^xt morning, 
and proceeding wefterly as the day before, arrived in one hour and a half at Oo-rem, 
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an old village, affording nothing remarkable but the ruins of a fmall church. From 
Oo-rem we carae in half an hour to Keffree j and in three quarters more to Effoyn. 
At this tall: place we entered into the plains of Kefteen; proceeding in whjch we came hi 
one hour to .mother village called Legene, ;ind half an hour more to Ilozano, and in a 
good hour more to Kefteen. Our whole ftage this day was about five hours, our courfe 
a little foutherly of the well. ■ 

The plains of Kefteen are of a vaft compafs, extending to the fouthward beyond the 
reach of the eye, and m moll places very fruitful and well cultivated. At our firll de- 
feent into them at Effoyn, we countctl tis'enty-four villages, or places at a diftance re- 
fc-nibling villages, within our view from one llarioa. The foil is of a reddilh colour, 
rrery loofe and^hollow, and you fee hardly a Hone in it. Whereas on its well fide 
there runs along for many miles together a high ridge of hills, difeovering nothmg but 
vail naked rocks, without the lealt fign of mould, or .my ul'eful produdion; w'hich 
yields an appearance, as if nature had, as it were, in khiclnefs to the hulbandman, purged 
the whole plain of thefe Hones, and piled them all up together in that one mountain. 
Kefteen itfelf is a large plentiful village, on the well fide of the plain j and the adjacent 
fields abounding with corn, give the inhabitants great advantage for breeding pidgeons; 
iiilbmuch, that you find here more dove-cots than other houfes. We faw at this place, 
over the door of a bagnio, a marble Hone, carved with the fign of the © and the Aiga 
llcETpl, he. with a date not legible. It was, probably, the portal of fome church in 
ancient times; for I was affured by the inhabitants of the village, that there are_ many 
ruins of churches and convents Hill to be feen in the neighbouring rocky mountains. 

Sunday, Feb. 28.—Having a long Ilage to go this day, we left Kefteen very early ; 
and continuing Hill in the fame fruitful plain abounding in corn, olives, and vines, we 
came in three quarters of an hour to Harbanoofe j a finall village fituated at the extre¬ 
mity of the plain j where, after crofting a finall alcent, we came into a very rich valley 
called Roogc. It runs to thefouth farther than one can difeern, but in breadth, from 
eafl to well, it extends not above an hour’s riding ; and is walled in (as it were) on both 
fides, with high rocky mountains. Having travelled in this valley near four hours, we 
came to a large water called the lake (or rather, according to the oriental llyle, the fea) 
of Rooge. Through the lldrt of this lake we were obliged to pafs, and found it no 
fmall trouble to get our horfes, and much more our loaded mules through the water 
and mire. But all the fea was fo dried up, and the road fo perfeftly amended at our 
return, that we could not then difeern fo much as where the place was which had given 
fo great trouble. From this lake we arrived in one hour at Te-ne-ree, a place where 
we paid our firll caphar. 

Thefe caphars are certain duties which travellers are obliged to pay, at feveral paffes 
vpon the road, to officers who attend in their appointed Itations to receive them. They 
were at firll levied by chrillians, to yield a recompence to the country for maintaining 
the ways in good repair, and fcouring them from Arabs and robbers. The Turks keep 
up fo gainful lui ufage llill, pretending the fame caufes for it. But under that pretence 
they take occalion to exaft from paft’engers, efpecially Franks, arbitrary and uureafon- 
able fums ; and, inllead of being a fafeguard, prove the greatell rogues and robbers 
themfelves. 

At a large hour beyond this caphar, our road led us over the mountains on the w^eft 
fide of the valley of Rooge. We were near an hour in crofting them, after which we 
defeended into another valley running parallel to the former, and parted from it only 
by the laft ridge of hills. At the firft delcent into this valley is a village called Bell- 

10 Maea, 


BY HENRY MAUNDREI^L, 307 

Maez, from which we came In two hours to Shoggle* Our courfe was, for the moft 
part of this day, weftfouth-wcfl. Our ftage in all, ten hours. 

Shogj^le is a pretty large but exceeding filthy town, fituated on the river Orontes j 
over which you pafs by a bridge of thirteen final I arches to come at the town. The 
river hereabouts is of a good breadth, and yet fo rapid that it turns great wheels, made 
for lifting up the water, by its natural fwiftnefs, without any force added to it, by con¬ 
fining its ftream. Its waters are turbid, and %"ery unwholefonie, and its filli worfe, as 
we found by experience, there being no perfon of all our company that had eaten of 
them overnight, but found hinifelf much indifpofed the next morning. We lodged 
here in a very large and haiulfome kane, far exceeding what is ufually feen in this fort 
of buildings. It was founded by the fecond Cuperli, and endowed with a competent 
revenue, for fupplying every traveller that takes up liis quarters in it, with a competent 
portion of bread and broth, and fleili, which is always ready for thofe that demand it, 
as very few people of the country fail to do. There is annexed to the kane, on its weft 
fide, another quadrangle, containing apartments far a certain number of alms-men; the 
charitable donation of the fame Cuperli. The kane, we found at our arrival, crowded 
with a great number of Turkifli hadgees, or pilgrims, bound for Meccha, But never- 
thelefs we met with a peaceable reception amongll them, though our faces were fet to a 
dilFerent place. 

Monday, March i*—From Shoggle our road led us at firll wefterly, in order to our 
crofiing the mountain on that fide of the valley. We arrived at the foot of the afcent 
in half an hour, but met with fuch rugged and foul ways in the mountains that it took 
us up two hours to get clear of them. After which we defcended into a third valley, 
refembliiig the other two which we had paffed before. At the firft entrance into it, is a 
village called Be-da-me, giving the fame name alfo to the valley. Haviiig travelled 
about two hours in this valley, we entered into a woody mountainous country, which 
ends the baflialick of Aleppo, and begins that of Tripoli. Our road here was very 
rocky and uneven, but yet the variety which it afforded, made fame amends for that in- 
convemence. Sometimes it led us under the cool fliade of thick trees; fometimes 
through narrow vallies, watered with firefii murmuring torrents, and tiien for a good 
while together upon the brink of a precipice. And in all places it treated us with the 
profpeft of plants and flowers of divers kinds ; as myrtles, oleanders, cyclamens, anemo- 
nies, tulips, marygolds, and feveral other forts of aromatic herbs. Having fpent about 
two hours in this manner, v;e defcended into a low valley, at the bottom ot which is a 
fiffure into the earth of a great depth ; but withal fo nan^ow, that it is not difcernible to 
the eye till you arrive juft upon it, though, to the ear, a notice of it is given at a great 
diftance, by rcafon of the noife of a ftream running down into it from the hills. We 
could not guefs it to be lefs than thirty yards deep ; but it is fo narrow that a imal! arch, 
not four yards over, lands you on its other fide. They call it the Sheck^s Wife; a name 
given it from a woman of that quality who fell into it, and, I need not add, perifhed* 
The depth of the channel, and the noife of the water, are fo extraordinary, that one 
cannot pals over it without fomething of horror. The fides of this fiffure are firm and 
folid rock, perpendicular and fmooth, only feeming to lie in a wavy form all down, as it 
were to comply with the motion of the water. From which obfervation we were led to 
conjeffure, that the ftream, by a long and perpetual current, had, as it were, fawn its 
own chamiel down into this uiiufual deepnefs: to which eftedl the water’s being penned 
up in fo narrow a paffage, and its hurling down ftones along witli it by its rapidity, may 
have not a little contributed. 

From 
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From hence, commuiiig our coitrfe through a road refeinbling that before dcfciibecl, 
\vc arrived in one hour at a fniall even part uf ground called Hadyur ib Sultane, or the 
Sultan’s Stone. And here we took up our quarters tliis night under our 
road this day pointed for tlie molb part foutliAvdb, and the whole of our ftage was 

about feveii hours and a halL . * r 

I'uefdav, March AVe were glad to paiT very early this morning froin our cam- 
pagnia lodging; the weather being yet too moilt and cold for fuch difciplme-^ t-on- 
linuing our journey through woods and mountains, as the day before, we ariived in 
about one hour at the caphar of Crufia, which is demanded near a kane of that name ; a 
kane they call it, though it be in truth nothing elfe but a cold combrtlefs ruin on the 

top of a hill by the way fide, i r r • n i 

From hence, in about another hour, we arrived at the foot of a mountam catleci 
Occaby ; or, as the word denotes, difficult, and indeed we found its afeent fully anlwer- 
able to its name. The moiflure and fllpperinefs of the way at this time, added to the 
ftcepnefs of it, greatly increafed our labour in alcending it, infomuch that we were a 
lull hour in gaining the tpp uf the liill. Here we found no more woods or hills,^ but a 
fine country, well cultivated and planted with filk gardens ; through which, leaving on 
the right hand a village called Citte Galle, inhabited folely by Mai^onites, we came in one 
hour to IJelliilca, Here we repaired to a place which is both the kane of the 
village and the aga’s lioufe ; and refolving, by reafon of the rains which fell very plen¬ 
tifully, to make riiis our lodging, we went to vifit the aga with a fmall prefent in our 
hands, in order to procure ourfelves a civil receptioTL. But we found little reconipence 
from his I’urkifli gratitude, for after all our refpea to him, it was not without much 
importunity that we obtained to have the ufe of a dry part of the houfe; the place where 
we were at firfl lodged lying open to the whid and the beating in of the rain. Our 
whole ftage this day was not much abm^e four hours ; oilr courfe about fouth-weft* 

Being informed that here were feveral Chriftian inhabitants in this place, we went to 
vifit their church, which we found fo poor and pitiful a ftru6fure, that here chriiBanity 
leeined to be brought to its humblelt fiate, and Chrift to be laid again hi a manger, ^ It 
was only a room of about four or five yards fquare, walled with dirt, having 
nothing but the uneven ground for its pavement; and for its ceiling only fome rude 
traves laid athwart it, and covered with buflies to keep out the weather. On the eaft 
fide was an altar, built of the fame materials with the wall, only it was paved at top with 
pot-fherds and Hates, to give it the face of a table. In the middle of the altar, flood a 
fmall crofs, compofed of two latfos nailed together in the middle, on each fide of which 
epfign were faftened to the wall two or three old prints, reprefenting our blefled Lord 
and the blelTed Virgin, &c. the venerable prefents of fome itinerant friars that had palled 
this way. On the fouth fide was a piece of plank fupported by a poft, which we under- 
ftood was the reading defk, juft by which was a little hole, commodioufly broke 
through the wall to give light to the reader. A very mean habitation this for 
the God of Heaven ! But yet held In great efteem and reverence by the poor people ; 
who not only come with all devotion hither themfelves, but alfo depofit here whatever 
is moft valuable to them, in order to derive upon it a blelfing. When we were there the 
whole room was hanged about with bags of filk-worins^ eggs; to tlie end that by 
remaining in fo holy a place, they might attract a benerficbion, and a virtue of 
increafing. 

Wednefday, March 3,—The next morning flattered us with the hopes of a fair day 
after die great rains, which had fallen for near eight hours together* We therefore 

ventured 
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ventured to leave Bellulca, with no great thanks to it for our efitertainnient B'ut we 
had not gone fir before we began to wifli that we had kept our former accommodation, 
bad as it was; for the rains began to break out afrefli with greater fury than before; 
nor had we more comfort under foot, the road being very deep pd full of Ploughs. 
However, we refolved to go for^vard in hopes of a better time, and in four hours (very 
long ones in ilich uncomfortable circumftances) we arrived at Sholfatia, a poor village 
lltuate upon a fmal! river which we were obliged to pafs, A river we might call it now, 
it being fwollen fo higli by the late rains that it was impafiable; though, at other times, 
it be but a fmall brook, and, in the fummer, perieftly dry. 

Here, inllead of mending our condition as we expeflcd, we began to drink more 
deeply of the bitter cup of pilgrims, being brought to fuch a ftrait that we knew not 
which way to turn ourfelves. For (as 1 faid) the Ilream was not fordable, fo that there 
was Ho going forward ; and, as for facing about and returning to the place from whence 
we came, that was a thing we were very averie to; well knowing, by that morn- 
ing*s experience, the badnefs of the road, and like\rife having reafoii to expeft but a 
cold welcome at our journey^s end. As for lodging in the village, that was a thing not 
to be indured, for the houfes were all filled mth dirt and naftinefs, being inhabited 
promifcuoufly by the villagers and their cattle. As for lying in the campagnia, 
the rain was fo vehement we could not do that, without an evident danger both to 
ourfelv'es and horfes- 

But whilft we were at this non-plus, not knowing which courfe to take, the rain 
abated, and fo we refolved to pitch in the open field, though thoroughly foaked with the 
efteeming, this, however, the lead evil. Accordingly, we betook ourfelyes to a 
fmall afcent by the wateris lide, intending there, under our tents, to wait the falling of 

the ftream, _ _ , 

AVe had not enjoyed this ceflation of rain long, when it began to pour down afrefli; 
with terrible lightning and thunder ; and now our care was renewed, and we knew not 
which to be moil concerned for. Whether ourfelves, who enjoyed tlie iniferable 
comfort of a dropping tent over tis, or for our forvaiits and holies, which had nothing 
but their own clo^kths to proteil them. At lail:, there being a Imallflieck s houfe, or 
burying-place, hard by, we comforted ourfelves with hopes that we might take fanftuary 
there. Uhe only difficulty was, how to get admifllon into fo revereiiced a place, 
the Turks being generally men of greater zeal than mercy, lo negotiate this i-ffaii 
we font a Turk (whom W6 had taken with us for fuch occafions) into the village, 01 der¬ 
ing him £0 try firft by fair means to gain admittance, and, if that failed, to thieateii that 
we would enter by force. But the religion of this place was of that kind which foper- 
fodes inftead of improving humanity, d he people abfolutely denied us the fmall cha¬ 
rity W6 demanded, and fent us word they would die upon our fworas before they would 
Yield to have their faith defiled; adding fardier, that it was their foith to be trueyio 
Hamet and Aly, but to hate ^md renounce Omar and Abu Beker; and that this principle 
they were refolved to ftand by# "W^etold them we had as bad an opinion of Omai and 
Abu Beker as they could have; that we defired only a little flielter from the prefeiit 
rain, and had no intention to defile their faith. And thus with good words we brought 
them to confept, that we might fecure our baggage in the llieck^s houfe; but as ior 
ourfelves and arms it was our irreverfible fejitence to be excluded out of the hallowed 
walls# We were gHd, however, to get the mercilefs doors open upon any terms ; not 
doubting but we fhould be able to make our advantage of it afterw^irds according to our 
defire; which we aSuallv did ; for when it grew dark, and the villagers were gone to 
lleep, we all got into the place of refuge, and there paffeda melancholy night among the 
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tombs: thus efcaping, Iiowevetj the greater evil of the rain, which fell all rnglit In 
great abundance. 

Being now crept into the in fide of the llieck^s houfe, I mu ft not omit, in requital for 
our lodgings, to give fome account of the nature of fuch ftructures. They are ftone 
fabricks, generally fix or eight yards fquare (more or left), and roofed with a cupola, 
erefted over the graves of fame eminent fliecks, tl^t is, fuch perfons as by their long 
beards, prayers of the fame ftandard, and a kind of pharifaical fupercilioufnefs (which 
are the great virtues of the inahometan religion), have purchafed to themfelves the 
reputarioii of learning and faints. 

Of thefe buildings there are many fcattered up and down the country (for you wiU 
find among the Turks far more dead faints than living ones). They are fituated com¬ 
monly, though not always, upon the moft eminent and conl’picuous afeents. To thefe 
oratories the people repair with their vows and prayers in their feveral diftreffes, miuch 
after the fame maimer as the Romanifts do to the flirines of their faints. Only in this 
refpeft the praftice of the Turks feems to be more orthodox, in regard that though 
they make their faint*s fiirine the hoiife of prayer, yet they always make God alone, and 
not the faint, the objed: of their addrefles. 

Thurfday, March 4.—To revive us after the heavinefs of the laft night, we had the 
confolatioii to be informed this morning, that the river was fordable at a place a little 
farther down the ftream j and, upon experiment, we found it true as was reported. Glad 
of tills difeovery, we made the beft diljjatcli we could to get clear of this inhofpitable 
place; and, according to our defires, foon arrived with all our baggage on the other fide 
of the river. 

From hence, afeending gently for about half an hour, we came to the foot of a very 
fleep hill, which, when had reached its top, prefen ted us with the fir ft proipect of 
the ocean. We had in view likewife, at about two hours diftance to the weft ward, the 
city Latichea, fituate on a flat fruitful ground clofe to thefea; a city firft built by 
Seleucus Nicator, and by him called in honour of his mother, Ac^rociiciio^y which name it 
retains with a very little corruption of it at this day- It was anciently a place of great 
magnificence, but in the general calamity which befel this comitiy, it was reduced to a 
veiy low condition, and fo remained for a long time; but of late years it has been 
encouraged to hold up its head again, and is rebuilt, and become one of the moft 
flouriftiing places upon the coaft ; being cherifhed and put in a way of trade by 
Coplan Aga, a man of great wealth and authority in thefe parts, and much adtli£ted to 
merchandize. 

From the hill which we laft afeended, we had a fmall defeent Into a fpacious plain, along 
which we travelled fouthward, keeping the fea on the right hand, and a ridge of moun¬ 
tains on the left. Having gone about one hour and a half in this plain, we difeerned on the 
left hand, not far from the road, two ancient tombs. They v/ere chefts of ftonC two 
yards and a half long each. Their cavities were covered over with large tables of ftone, 
that had been lifted afide, probably in hopes' of treafure. The chefts were carved on the 
outfide with ox-heads, and wreaths h^mging betw^een them, after the manner 01 adorning 
heathen altars. They had likewife at firft infcriptions graven on them : but thefe were 
fo eaten out that one could not difeover fo much as the Ipecies of the chai^acters. ’ Here 
werealfo feveral fouiidarions of buildings; but whether there were ever any place of 
note fituated hereabouts, or what it might be, I cannot refolve. 

Above an hour from thefe tombs we came to another ftream, which ftopped our 
march again. Thefe mountain rivers are ordinarily very inconfiderable, but they are 
apt to fwell upon fudden rains, to the deftruaion of many a paflenger, who will be fa 
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hardy as to venture unadvifedly over them. We took a more fuccefsful care at this 
place; for marciiing about an hour higher up by the fide of the ftream, we found a 
place where the \^aters by dilating were become ftallowerj and there we got a fafe 
pallage to the other fide. From hence \ve bent our courfe to recover our former road 
attain, but we had not gone far before there began a very violent ftorm of hail^ followed 
by a hard and continued rain^ which forced us to. make the bell of our way to Jebilee, 
leaving our baggage to follow us at leifure. 

Our whole itage this day was about foe hours, pointing for the fir ft hour weft, ajad for 
the remaining part near fouth, having the fea on the right hand, and a ridge of moun¬ 
tains at about two hours diftance on the left* And in tins ftate our road continued for 
feveral days after, v\dthout any difference, fave only that the niounrains at fome places 
approach nearer the fea; at other, retire farther oif. Thefe mountains go under dif¬ 
ferent names in feveral places, as they run along upon the coaft, and are inhabited by 
rude people of feveral denominations. In that part of them above Jebilee, there dw^ell 
a people called by the Turks, Neceres, of a very ftrange and fingular charaaer ; for it 
is their principle to adhere to no certain religion; but camelioii like, they put on the 
colour of religion, whatever it be, which is refleaed upon them from the perfons with 
whom they happen to converfe- AVith Chriflians they profefs themfelves Chriftians ; 
with Turks they are good Muflulmans; with Jews they pafs for Jews; being fuch 
Proteus^s in religion that no body was ever able to difeover what fhape or ftandard their^ 
confciences are really o£. All that is certain concerning them is, that they make very 
much and good wine, and are great drinkers. 

Friday, March 5.—^This whole day wefpent at Jebilee, to recruit ourfelves after our 
late fatigues ; having the convenience of a new kane to lodge in, built at the north 
entrance into the city by Oftan, the prefent baftiaw of Tripoli, 

Jebileeis feated clofe by the fea, having a vaft and very fruitful plain ftretching round 
about it, on its other Tides,' It makes a very mean figure at prefent, though it flill retains 
the diftmaion of a city, and difeovers evident footfteps of a better condition in former 
times. Its ancient name, from which alfo it derives its prefent, was Gabala; under 
which name it occurs in Strabo, and other old geographers. In the time of the Greek 
emperors, it was dignified with a bifliop’s fee, iii which fonietime fat Severiaii, the grand 
adverfary and arch-confpirator againft St, Chryfoftom, 

The nioft remarkable things that appear here at tnis day, are a mofque and an alms- 
houfe juft by it, both built by fukan Ibrahim, In the former his body is depofited, and 
we were admitted to fee his tomb, though held by the T.urks m great veneration- We 
found it only a great wooden cheft, erecled over his grave, and covered with a carpet of 
painted calico, extending on all Tides dowm to the ground, ^ It was alfo tricked up with 
a great many long ropes of wooden beads hanging upon it, and fome what refembling 
the furniture of a button-maker's Ihop, This is me 1 urks ufual way of adorning the 
tombs of their holy men, a^ 1 have feen in feveral other inftances; the long ftrings of 
beads paffing in this country for marks of great devotion and gravity. In this mofque 
we faw feveral large incenfe pots, candlefticks for altars, and other church furniture, 
being the fpoils of Chriftian churches at the taking of Cyprus* Clofe by the mofque is 
a very beautiful bagnio, and a fmall grove of orange trees, under the lhade of which - 
travellers are wont to pitch their tents in the fummer time- 

The Turks that were our conduftors into the mofque, entertained us with a long 
ftory of this lukan Ibrahim who lies there interred ; efpecially touching his mortificadon, 
and renouncing the world* They reported, that having divefted himfelf of his 
he retired liither, and lived twenty years in a grotto by the fea fide, dedicating 
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\yholly to poverty and devotion ; and in order to confirm the truth of their relation^ 
they pretended to cany m to the very ceil where he abode* Bdn^ come to the place, 
we found there a inultifudeof fepulchres hevi^n into the rocks by me fea fide^ accord¬ 
ing to the ancient manner of burying in this country^; and amongfh thefe they fliewed 
one, which tliey averred to be the very place in which the devout fultan exercifed his 
twenty years’ difciplinc ; and to add a little probability to the ftoryj they fliewed, at a 
final 1 diftance, another grotto, twice as large as any of its fellow^s, and uncovered at 
the top, ^viiich liad three niches or praying places hewn in its fouth fide* This they 
woiflJ have to be fultan Ibraliim’s oratory ; it being the manner of the Turks always 
to make fuch niches in their morgues, and other places of devotion, to denote the 
fouthern quarter of the w^orld; for that way the Muflulmaiis are obliged to fet their 
iaces when they pray, in reverence to the tomb of their prophet. Thefe niches are 
always formed exactly refembliiig thole ufually made for flatues, both in their fme, 
fabric, and every circumflance* I have fometinies reflected, for what reafon the Turks 
fliould appoint fuch marks to direcl their faces to^vard in prayer. And if I may be 
allowed to conjefture, I believe they did it at firfl in teftimoiiy of their iconoclaftic 
principle ; and to exprefs to them both the reality of the divine prefence there, and at 
the fame time alfo its invifibility* The relaters of this ftory of fultan Ibrahim, were 
doubtlefs fully perfuaded of the truth of it theinfelves. But we could not tell what 
conjecturexS to make of it, having never met with any account of fiich a fultan, but only 
from this rude tradition. 

From thefe Mahometan fanftuarios, our guide pretended tb carry us to a chrifliaii 
church, about two furlongs out of towm on the fouth fide* When we came to it, we 
found it nothing but a fmall grotto in a rock by the fea fhore, open on the fide to^ 
wards the fea; and having a rude pile of Hones erefted in it for an altar. In our 
return from this poor chapel, we met with the perfon who was the curate of it* He 
told us, that himlelf and fome few other clirillians of the Greek coniinunion, were 
wont to alTemble in this humble cell lor divine fervice, being not permitted to have 
any place of worfliip within the town* 

Jebilee feeiiis to have had anciently fome convenience for fliipping. There is (till 
to be feen a ridge compofed of huge fquare ftones, running a little way into the fea ; 
which appears to have been formerly continued farther on, and to have made a mole. 
Near this place we faw a great many pillars of granite, fome by the water fide, others 
tumbled into the water* There were others in a garden dole by, together wdth capitals 
of white marble finely carved ; which teftify in fome meafure the ancient fplendor of 
this city* 

But the mofl: confidcrable antiquity in Jebilee, and greateft monument of its former 
eniinency, is the remains of a noble theatre juft at the north gate of the city* It 
paffes amongfl: the Turks for an old caflle j which (according to the Afialic way of 
tyilargiog), they report to have been of fo prodigious a h^ght, when in its per^ 
fed Hate, that a horfeinan might liave rid, about fun-rifmc a full hour in the 
fliade of Jt. 

^ As for what remains of this mighty Babel, it is no more than twenty feeb high. 
The flat fide of it has been blown up with gun-powder by the Turks; and from hence 
(as they related) was taken a great quantity of marble, wliich we faw ufed in adorning 
their bagnio and mofque before mentioned* All of it that is now ftanding is a femi- 
chcle. It extends from corner to corner juft a hundred yards* In this fenii-circular 
part is a range of feventeen round windows juft above the ground, and between the 
windows all round were raifed, on high pedeltals, large maiTy pillars, ftanding as but- 
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trcffes againfl; the wall, both for the ftrength and ornament of the fabric • but tliefe 
fupporters are at prefent moft of them broken down. ’ 

Within is a very large arena, but the juft meafure of it could not be taken, by reafon 
of the houles with which the Turks have alraoft filled it up. On the weft file the 
leats of the fpeiftators remain ftill entire, as do likewife the caves or vaults which run 
under the fubfeiha all round the theatre. The outward wall is three yards three 
quartersthick and built of very large and firm ftones; which great fti'ength haspre- 
fervedit tlius long from the jaws of rime, and ftom that general ruin, which the Turks 
farmg With them into moft places where they come, 

Saturday, March 6.—Having done with Jebilee, we put forward again early the 
next morning, with a prolpea of much better weather than we had been attended with 
m our former motions. Our road continued by the fea fide, and in about two hours 
brought us to a for deep river, called by the Turks Naher-ibMelech, or the King’s 
River. Here wefaw forae heaps of ruins on both fides of the river, with feveral pilltrs 
of granite, ai^ other footfteps of fome confiderable buildings. About half an hour 
farther we paffed another river, called Jobar, fhewing the remains of a ftone bridge over 
It once well built, but now broken down. On the other fide of this river, in a large 
ploughed field, flood a peat fquare tower; and round about, the rubbiih of manv 
other bmldmgs. Likewife all along this day’s journey, w^e obfen^ed many ruins of caftles 
and holies, which teftifythat this country, however itbenegleded at prefent, was once 
m the han^ of a people that knew how to value it, and thought it worth the defend- 
^ region, from Jebilee as far as Aradus, the country of the 

Aradn (of whom ra due place), and gives us the names of feveral places fituate an- 
ciently all along this coaft j as Paltus, Balanea, Caranus, Enydra, Marathus, limyra. 
But whether the rums which we faw this day may be the remains of any of thofe cities 
pnnot well^ be determmed at this diftanceof time j feeing all we have of thofe places 
is only their names, without any fufficient diftiriaions by which to difcover their finia^ 
tion. The Balanea of Strabo is indeed faid to be ftili extant, being fuppofed to be 
the lame place that the Turks (little changing its name) call at this day Baneas. This 
place IS four good hours beyond Jebilee. It ftands upon a fmatl declivity about a fiir- 
long diftant from the fea,^ and has a fine clear ft ream running fwiftly by it on the fouth 
iide. It IS at prefent uninhabited ; but its fituation proves it to have been anciently a 
plealant, its ruins a w^ell built, and its bay before it, an advantageous habitation. At this 
place was required another caphar. 

Lea'ring Baneas, we went on by the fea fide, and in about a quarter of an hour 
palled by an old caftle, on the top of a very high mountain. It is built in the figure of 
an equilateral triangle, having one of its angles pointing towards the fea. The Turks 
call It Merchab; and enlarge much upon the fieges it has fuftained in former time.s ; 
but whatever force it may have had anciently, it is at prefent only a refidence for poor 
country people. This is probably the lame caftle mentioned by Adrichomiiis, and others, 
imder^the name of Margath ; to which the bilhops of Balanea were forced to tranflate 
their lee, by reafon of the infults of the Saracens. 

At about one hour and an half diftance from Baneas, we came to a fmall clear 
ftream, which induced us to take up our lodging near it. We pitched in the cam- 
pagma, about two or three furlongs up from the fea ; having in sight, on the moun- 
teins above us, a village called Sophia, inhabited folely by Maronites; and a little farther, 
Befack, another village, poflefled by Turks only; and a little farther, Merakiah, whofe 
inhabitants are a mifcellany of Chriftians and Turks together. Our whole ftage this 
day was about fix hours. 
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Sunday, March 7. —From this quarter we removed early the next morning, and in 
three hours came to a lair deep river, called Nahor Hufline *, having an old bridge 
turned over it, confifting of only one arch, but that very large and exceeding well 
wrought. In one hour and a half more, travelling ftill by the lea fide, we reached 

The ancient name of this place was Orthofta. k was a bifhop s fee in the province 
of Tyre* The writers of the holy wars make kequent mention or it, as a place or 

great ftrength and one may venture to believe them, from what appears of it at this 

^^Its fituation is on the fea Ihore ; having a fpacious plain extending round about it 
on its other fides. What remains of it is the caftle, which is very large, and Itill in¬ 
habited On one fide it is waflied by the fea ; on the others, it is fortified by a double 
wall of coarfe marble, built after the ruftic manner. Between the two walls is a 
ditch 1 as likewife is another encompaffing the outermofli wall. You enter this ior- 
trefs on the north fide, over an old draw-bridge, which lands you m a ipacious room, 
now for the moft part uncovered, but anciently well arched over, being the church 
belonging to the caftle. On one fide it refembles a church j and m witnels of its being 
fuch fliews at this day feveral holy emblems carved upon its walls, as that of a dove 
defcending over the place where ftood the altar; and in another pkce, that of the holy 
lamb. But on the fide which fronts outward, it has the face of a caftle, being built 
with port holes for artillery, inftead of windows. Round the caftle, on the foutli 
and eaft fides, ftood anciently the city. It had a good wall and ditch encompaffing 
it of which there are ftill to be feen confiderable remains. But for other buildings, 
there is nothing now left In it, except a church, which ftands about a furlong eaft- 
ward from the caftle* It is one hundred and thirty feet in length, in breadth ninety- 
three and in height fixty-one. Its walls, and arches, and pillars are ol a baftard 
marble, and all ftill fo entire, that a fmall expence would fuffice to recover it into 
the ftate of a beautiful church again. But, to the grief of any chriftian beholder, it 
is now made a ftall for cattle ; and we were when we went to fee it, alniolt up to our 

knees in dirt and mire. , r *1 

From Tortofa we fent our baggage before us, with orders to advance a few miles 
farther toward Tripoli, to the intent that we might ffiorten our ftage to that place 
the next day. We followed not long after, and in about a quarter of an hour came to 
a river, or rather a channel of a river, for it was now almoft dry : though queftionlels 
here mufi: have been anciently no inconfiderable ftream; as we might infer both from 
the largenefs of the channel, and the fragments of a ftone bridge formerly laid 

over iu ,1 . , 1 

In about half an hour more, we came a breaft with a fmall ifland, about a league 

diftant from the fiiore, called by the Turks Ru-ad. This is fuppofed to be the ancient 
Arvad, Arphad, or Arpad (under which feveral names it occurs, 2 Kin. 19, 13; 
Gen. 10, 18; Ezek. 27, 11, &c.), and the Aradus -of the Greeks and Romans. It 
feemed to the eye to be not above two or three furlongs long; and was wholly filled up 
with tall buildings like caftles. The ancient inhabitants of this ifland were famous for 
navigation, and had a command upon the continent as far as Gabala. 

About a quarter of an hour farther we came up with our muleteers; they having 
pitched our tents, before they had gone fo far as we intended. But this mifcarriage 
they well recompenfed, by the condition of the place where thejr ftopped; it affording 
us the entertainment of feveral notable antiquities, which we might otherwife perhaps 
have palled by unobferved. It was at a green plat lying within one hour of I’ortofa, 
*^3 a little 
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a little fouthward of Aradus^ and about a quarter of a mile from the fea ; having in it 
a good fountain (though of a bad name), called the Serpent Fountain. 

The firft antiquity that we here obferved was a large dike, thirty yards over at top, 
cut into the firm rock. Its fides went fl oping down, with ft airs formed out of the na¬ 
tural rock, defcending gradually from the top to the bottom. This dike ftretched in a 
direft line, eall: and weft, more than a furlong; bearing ftill the fame figure of flairs, 
running in right lines all along its fides. It broke off at laft at a fiat ^ marfliy ground, 
extending about two furlongs betwixt it and the fea. It is hard to imagine that the 
water ever flowed up thus high; and harder (without fuppofing that) to refolve, for 
what reafon all this pains of cutting the rock in fuch a fafhion was taken. 

This dike was 011 the north fide of the Serpent fountain ; and juft on the other fide 
of it we efpied another antiquity, which took up our next obfervation. 1 here was a 
court of fifty five yax'ds fquare, cut in the natural rock: the fides of the rock {landing 
round it, about three yards high, fuppiied the place of walls. On three fides it was 
thus encompaffed ; but to the northward it lay open. In the centre of this area was a 
fquare part of the rock left {landing; being three yards high, and fi ve yards and a half 
fquare. This ferved for a pedeftal to a throne eredled upon it, 1 he throne was com- 
pofed of lour large ftones : two at the fides, one at the back, another hanging over all 
at top, in the manner of a canopy. The whole flruclure was about twenty feet high, 
fronting toward that fide where the court w'as open, T. he ftone that made the canopy 
was five yards and tliree quarters fquare, and carved round with a handfome cornice. 
What all this might be defigned for we could not imagine^ unlefs, perhaps, the court 
may pafs for an idol temple, and the pile in the middle lor the throne of the idol 1 which 
feems the more probable, in regard that Hercules, i. e, the fun, the .great abomination 
of the Phoenicians, was wont to be adored in an open teiiipie. At the two innermoft 
angles of the court, and like wife on the open fide, were left pillars of the natural rock; 
three at each of the former, and two at the latter. 

About half a mile to the fouthward of the forefaid anuquities, there Hood in view 
two towers ^ but it growing dark, we were forced to defer our examination of them till 
the next morning. Our whole ftage this day exceeded not fix hours, 

Monday, March 8,—Having pafled over a reftlefs night, in a marfiiy and unwhoie- 
fome ground, we got up very early, in order to take a nearer view of the two towers 
laft mentioned. We found them to be fepulchral monuments, erefted over two ancient 
burying places. They flood at about ten yards diftant from each other. 

The fir ft tower was thirty three feet high. Its long eft ftone or pedeftal was ten 
feet high, and fifteen fquare z the fuperftrufture upon which was, firft a tall ftone in 
form of a cylinder, and then another ftone cut in Ihape of a pyramid. ^ i i 

The other tower was thirty feet and two inches high. Its pedeftal was in height 
fix feet, and fixteen feet fix inches fquare. It was fupported by four lions, caiTed, 
one at each corner of the pedeftal. The carving had been very rude at beft ^ but was 
now rendered by time much w'orfe. The upper part reared upon the pedeftal was all 
one fingie ftone. 

Each of thefe barbarous monuments had under k feveral fepulchres, the entrances 
into which were on the fouth fide. It coft us fome time and pains to get into them ; 
the avenues being obftrufted, firft with briars and weeds, and then with dirt. Put, 
however, we removed both thefe obftacles 5 encouraging ourfelves with tlie hopes, 01 
rather making ourfelves merry with the fimey of hidden treafure. But as foon as we 
were entered into the vaults, we found that our golden imaginations ended (as all 
worldly hopes and proiefts do at laft) in duft and putrefaftion. But, however, that 
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we might not go away without fome reward for our pains, we took as cxa£i: a furvey as 
we could of thefe chambers of darknefs. 

Going down feven or eight fleps, you come to the mouth of the lepulchre ; where, 
crawling in, you arrive in a chamber, which is nine feet two inches broad, and eleven 
feet long. Turning to the right hand, and going through a narrow paflage, you 
come to a room which is eight feet broad, and ten long. In this chamber are feven 
cells for corpfes, viz, two over againil the entrance, four on the left hand, and one 
unfiniflied on the right. Thefe cells were hewn directly into the firm rock. We 
meafured feveral of them, and found them eight feet and a half in length, and three 
feet three inches fejuare. I avouM not infer from hence, that the corpfes depofited 
here w^ere of fuch a gigantic fize, as to fill up fuch large coffins; though at the fame 
time why fliould any men be fo prodigal of their labour, as to cut thefe caverns into fo 
hard a rock as this was, much farther than neceffity required i* 

On the other fide of the chamber was a narrow paflage, feven feet long, leading into 
a room whofe dimenfions were nine feet in breadth, and twelve in length. It had 
eleven cells, of fomew'hat a Ids fize than the former, lying at equal diftances all round 
about it. 

Faffing out of the room foreright, you have two narrow entrances, each feven feet 
long, into another room. This apartment was nine feet fquare: it had no cells in it 
like the others, nor any thing elfe remarkable; but only a bench cut all along its fide 
on the left hand. From the deferiprion of this fepulchre, it is eafy to conceive the 
difpofition of the other. The height of the rooms in both was ab' mt fix feet; and 
the towers were built each over the innennoft room of the fepulchres to which it 
belonged. 

At about the diftance of a furlong from this place we difeerned another tower, re- 
fembling this laft deferibed : it was ereSied likewife over a fepulchre. There was this 
Angularity obfervable in this laft fepulchre; that its cells were cut into the rock eigh* 
teen feet in length j poilibly to the Intent that two or three corpfes might be depofited 
in each of them, at the feet of one another. But having a long ftage this day to 
Tripoli, we thought it not feafonable to fpend any more time in this place; which 
might perhaps have afforded us feveral other antiquities. 

And yet for all our hafte, we had not gone a mile before oilr curiofity was again 
arrefted by the obfervation of another tower, which appeared in a thicket not for ^oin 
the way fide. It was thirty three feet and a half high, and thirty-one feet fquare: com- 
pofed of huge fquare ftones, and adorned with a handfome cornice all round at top. 
It contained only two rooms, one above the other ; into both which there were en¬ 
trances on the north fide, through two fquare holes in the wall. The reparation be¬ 
tween both rooms, as alfo the covering at the top, was made, not of arched work, 
but of vaft flat ftones; in thicknefs four feet, and fo great an extent,- that two of them 
in each place fufficed to fpread over the whole fabric. This was a very ancient ftruc- 
ture, and probably a place of fepulmre. 

I muft not forget, that roimd about the Serpent Fountain, and alfo as far as this 
laft tower, we faw' many fepulchres, old foundations, and other remains of antiquity; 
from all wliich it may be afiuredly concluded, that here muft needs have been fome 
famous habitation in ancient times : but whether this might be die Xiinyra, laid down 
by Strabo hereabouts (or as Pliny calls it, lib. 5, FTat. Hift. cap. 20, Simyra,) the fame 
poffibly with the country of the Zemarites, mentioned in conjunflion with the Arva- 
dites, Gen. 10,18, I leave to others to difeuTs. 


Having 
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Having quitted ourfelves of thefe antiquities, we entered into a fpacious plain, 
extending to a vail breadth between the fea and the mountains, and in length reaching 
almoft as far as Tripoli. The people of the country call it Junia, that is, the Plain j 
which name they give it by way of eminency, upon account of its vaft extent. We were 
full feven hours in palling it; and found it all along exceeding fruitful, by reafon of the 
many rivers, and the great plenty of water which it enjoys. Of thefe rivers, the- 
firll is about fix hours before you come to Tripoli. It has a ftone bridge over it of three 
large arches, and b the biggell ftream in the w'hole plain; for which reafon it goes by 
the name of Nahor il Kibber, or the Great River. About half an hour farther you 
come to another river called Nahor Abrolh, or the Leper’s River. In three quarters of 
an hour more you pafs a third river, called Nahor Acchar; having a handfonie 
ftone bridge of one very large arch, laid over it. Two good hours more brings you to- 

a fourth river, called —-, or the Cold Waters, with a bridge of three arches over 

it. From hence you have two good hours more to Tripoli. I took the more exafl: 
account of all thefe ftreams, to the intent that I might give fome light, for the better 
deciding that difference which is found in geographers, about the place of the river- 
Eleutherus. The moderns, all with one confeiit, give that name to a river between 
Tyne and Sidon, called by the lurks, Cafimeer. But this contradifts the univerfa! 
teftimony of the ancients, who place Eleutherus more northward. Strabo wdll have it 
fomewhere between Orthofia and Tripoli, as a boundary dividing Syria from Phoe¬ 
nicia (p. 518). Pliny places it near Orthofia, emptying itfelf into the fea over againft 
Aradus (Nat. Hill. lib. 5. c. 20). The writer of the Maccabees (1 Macc. 12, 25, 30,) 
lays it in the land of Hamath j which country, whatever it were, was certainly without 
the borders of Tfrael, as appears from the fame author. To this Jofephus agrees, placing 
Eleutherus to the north of Sidon, as may be collected from him, lib. 14, Antiq. ,Tud. 
cap. y, 8, where, fpeaking of Mark Anthony’s donation to Cleopatra, he reports, how 
that extravagant gallant gave her all the dries between Eleutherus and Egypt, except 
I’yre and Sidon. Ptolemy, as cited by Terranius, places it yet more northerly, between 
Orthofia and Balanea. From all which it is evident, that this cannot be the true ancient 
Eleutherus which the modems affign for it: but that name is rather to be afcribed to 
one of thefe rivers crofling the plain of Junia: or elfe (if Pliny’s authority may be relied 
upon) to that river (now dry) which I mentioned a little on this fide of Tortofa,. 
and which has its mouth ahnoft oppofite to Aradus. But I will not determine any 
thing in this point, contenting myfelf to have given an account of the feveral rivers as 
we paffed them. 

Tuefday, March 9—Drawing towardsTripoli, our muleteers were afraid to advance, 
left their beafts might be prefled for public fervice j as they were afterwards, in fpite of 
all their caution, to our great vexation. So we left them in the plain of Junia, and 
proceeded ourfelves for Tripoli, where we arrived about fun-fet.. Our whole ftage this 
day was ten hours. 

At Tripoli we repofed a full week, being very generoufly entertained by Mr. 
Francis Haftings, the confui, and Mr. John Filher, merchant; their’s being the only 
Englifli houfe in Tripoli. 

Tripoli is feated about half an hour from the fea. The major part of the city lies be¬ 
tween two hills; one on the call, on which is a caftle commanding the place; another 
on the weft, between the city and the fea. This latter is faid to have been at firft railed, 
and to be ftill increafed, by the daily acceffion of fand blown to it from the fhore: upon 
which occafion there goes a prophecy, that the whole city (hall, in time, be buried with 
this fandy hill. But the Turks feem not very apprehenfive of this predition; for, 

4 .inftead 
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inftead of preventing tlie growth of the hill, they fuffer it to take its courfe, and make 
it a place of pleafure, which they would have little inclination to do, did they apprehend 
it were fometime to be their grave. 

Wednefday, March lo.—This day we were all treated by Mr. Filher in the campagnia. 
The place where we dined was a narrow pleafant valley by a river s fide, diftant Irom 
the city about a mile eaaward. Acrofs the valley there runs from hill to hill a hand- 
fome lofty aquedua, carrying upon it fo large a body of water as fuffices the whole 
city. It was called the Prince’s-Bridge, fuppofed to have been built by Godfrey of 

^^ThiSday, March ii.—This day we all dined at conful Haftings’s houfe, and after 
dinner went to wait upon Oftan, the baffa of Tripoli; having firft fent our prefeiit, as 

the manlier is amongft the Turks, to procure a propitious reception. 

It is counted uncivil to vifit in this country without an offering in hand* All great 
men expeft it, as a kind of tribute due to their chara£ter and authority ^ and look upon 
themfelves as affronted, and indeed defrauded, when this conipliinent is omitted* Even 
in familiar vifits aniongll inferior people, you flialt feldom have them come without 
bringing a Bower, or an orange, or fome other fuch token of their relpeft to the pen on 
vifited; the Turks, in this point, keeping up the ancient oriental cuftom hinted 
1 Sam* 9, 7 : we go (fays Saul), what fliall we bring the man of God ? There is 

not a prefent,’ ; which words are, queftionlefs, to be underftood in conformit)^ to 
this eaftern cuflom, as relating to a token of refpefl:, and not to a price of divination* 

Friday, March 12*—In the afternoon we went to vifit Bell-mount, a convent of Greeks, 
about two hours to the fouthward of Tripoli* It was founded by one of the earls oi 
Tripoli, and ftands upon a very high rocky mountain, looking over the fea : a place of 
very difficult afeent, though made as acceffible as it was capable by the labour of the 
poor monks* It was our fortune to arrive there juft as they were going to their evening 
fervice* Their chapel is large but obfeure; and the altar is inclofed with cancelli, fo as 
not to be approached by any one but the prieft, according to the fafliion of the Greek 
churches. They call their congregation together, by beating a kind ofa tune with two 
mallets, on a long pendulous piece of plank at the church door j bells being an abomh 
nation to the Turks* 

Their fervice conftfted in precipitate and very irreverent chattering of certain prayers 
and hymns to our bleffed Saviour, and to the bleffed Virgin, and in fome dark ceremo¬ 
nies* The prieft that officiated, fpent at leaft one-third part of his time in compafling 
the altar, and perfuming it with a pot of incenfe; and then going all round the con¬ 
gregation, flinging his incenfe pot backward and forward, and tendering its fmoke, with 
three repeated vibrations, to every perfon prefent* Towards the end of the fervice, 
there was brought into the body of the church a fmall table, covered with a fair linen 

cloth, on which were placed five fmall cakes of bread crofs way, in this form, qOq 

and in the center of each cake was fixed a fmall lighted wax taper, a hole in the cake 
ferving for a focket* 

At this ceremony the prieft read the gofpel concerning our Lord's feeding the mul¬ 
titude with five loaves: after which the bread was carried into the cancelli, and being 
there fuddenly broke to bits, was again brought out in a bafket, and prefented to every 
one in the affembly, that he might take a little* After this collation, the prieft pro¬ 
nounced the bleffing, and fo the fervice ended* On both fides of the body of the church 
were feats for the monks, in the nature of the ftalis for the fellows of colleges in Oxford; 
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and on each hand of every feat were placed crutches. Thefe you find in like manner 
in moH churches of this country. Their ufe is for the prieft to lean upon; the fervice 
being fometimes fo long, that they cannot well ftay it out without the afiiftance of fuch 
eafements, for they are not permitted by their rubrick to fit down. The younger monks, 
who perhaps may have no great occafion for thefe fupporters, do yet delight to ufe 
them (as the Spaniards do fpeftacles), not for any neceflity, but in afieftation of 
gravity. 

The monks of this convent were, as I remember, forty in all. We found them 
feemingly a very good natured and indultrious, but certainly a very ignorant, people: for 
I found, upon enquiry, they could not give any manner of rationale cf their own 
divine fervice. And to fliew their extreme fimplicity, I cannot omit a compliment 
made to the conful by the chief of them, viz. that he was as glad to fee him, as if he 
had beheld the Meffiah himfelf coming in perfon to make a vifit to him. 

Nor is this ignorance to be much wondered at; for what intervals of time they have 
between their hours of devotion they are forced to fpend, not in ftudy, but in managing 
of their flocks, cultivating their land, pruning their vineyards, and other labours of huf- 
bandry, which they accomplifli with their own hands. This toil they are obliged to 
undergo, not only to provide for their own fuflenance, but alfo that they may be able 
to fatisfy the unreafonable exaftions which the greedy Turks, upon every pretence they 
can invent, are ready to impofe upon them. But that it may be the better gueffed what 
fort of men thefe Greek monks are, I will add tliis farther indication, viz. that the fame 
perfon whom we faw officiating at the altar in his embroidered facerdotal robe, brought 
us the next day, on his own back, a kid and a goat’s Ikin of wine, as a prefent 
from the convent. 

Saturday, March 13.—This morning we went again to wait upon Oftan Baffa, by his 
own appointment, and were entertained, as before, with great courtefy: for you mud 
know, that the Turks are not fo ignorant of civility and the arts of endearment, but 
that they can praftife them with as much exaSnefs as any other nation, whenever they 
have a mind 10 Ihew themfelves obliging. For the better apprehending of which, it 
may not be improper nor unpleafimt here to defcribe the ceremonies of a Turkiflr 
vifit, as far as they have ever fallen under my obfervation, either upon this or any other 
occafioiis. 

When you would make a vifit to a perfon of quality here, you muft fend one before 
ivith a prefent, to befpeak your adiniiilon, and to laiow at what hour your coming may 

be moft feafonable. Being come to the houfe, the fervants receive you at the outermofl 
gate, and conduft you toward their lord or mailer’s apartment; other fervants (I fup- 
pofo of better rank) meeting you in the way, at their feveral ftaticns, as you draw nearer 
to the perfon you vifit. Coming into his room, you find him prepared to receive you, 
either ftandingat the edge of the duan, or elfe lying down at one corner of it, according 
as he thinks it proper to maintain a greater or lefs diflmaion. Thefe duans are a fort of 
lowftages, featedin the pieafanteft part of the room, elevated about fixteen or eighteen 
inches, or more, above the floor. They are fpread with carpets, and furniihed all 
round with bolfters for leaning upon. Upon thefe the Turks eat, fleep, fmoke, recdve 
vifits, fay their prayers, &c.: their whole delight is in lolling upon them, and in furnilh- 
ing them richly our is their greateft luxury. 

Being come to the fide of the duan, you flip off your flioes, and ftepping up, take 
your place; which you mull do firft at fonie diftance, and upon your knees, laying 
your hands very formally before you. Thus you muft remain, till the man of quality invites 
you to draw nearer, and to put yourfelf in an eafier pofture, leaning upon the bollter,„ 
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Being thus fixed, he cUfcourfes with you as the occafion offers ; the fervants (landing 
round all tlie while in a great number, and with the profoundeft refpecl, filence, and 
order imaginable* When you have talked over your bufmefs, or the compliinenu?, or 
whatever other concern brought you thither, he makes a fign to have tilings ferved in 
for the entertainment; which is generally a little fweetnieat, a difli of fherbct, and ano¬ 
ther of coffee ; all which are immediately brought in by the fervants, and tendered to 
all the guefts in order, with the greatefl'care and awfulnefs imaginable. And they 
have reafon to look well to it, for fliould any fervant make the leafl; flip or niillake, 
either in delivering or receiving his diOi, it might cofi: him fifty, perhaps one hundred 
drubs on his bcue feet, to atone for his crime- At laft comes the finifliing parr of youi' 
entertainment, wiiich is perfuming the beards of the company ; a ceremony which is 
performed in this manner. Tiiey have for this purpofe a final 1 filver chaffing-difli, 
covered witli a lid full of holes, and fixed upon a handfome plate : in this they put fonie 
frefh coals, and upon them a piece of lignum aloes j and then Ihutting it up, the fmoke 
immediately afeends with a grateful odour through the holes of the cover. This fmoke 
is held under every one's chin, and offered, as it were, a facrifice to his beard. The 
briftly idol foon perceives the reverence done to it, and fo greedily takes in and incorpo¬ 
rates the gummy fleam, that it retains the favour of it, and may ferve for a nofegay a 
good while after . 

This ceremony may, perhaps, feem ridiculous at firfl hearing, but it pafles among the 
Turks for an high gratification. And I will fay this in its vindication, that its defign is 
very wife and ufeful: for it is underftood to give a civil difniiffion to the villtants ; inti¬ 
mating to them, that the mafter of the houfe has bufihefs to do, or fome other avocation, 
that permits them to go away as foon as they pleafe, and the fooner after this 
ceremony the better* By this means you may, at any time, without offence, deliver 
yourfelf from being detained from your affairs by tedious and unfeafonable vifits, and 
from being conftraioed to life that piece of hypocrify, fo common in the world, of prefling 
thofe to flay longer with you, whom, perhaps, in your heart you wifli a great 
way off, for having troubled you fo long already. But of this enough. 

Having difeharged our vifit to Oflan Baffa, we rid out after dinner to view the marine. 
It is about half an tiour diftant from the city. The port is an open fea, rather than an 
iiiclofed harbour ; however, it is, in part, defended from the force of the waves by two 
fmall iflands, about two leagues out from the fliore ^ one of which is called the 
Bird, the other the Coney Ifland, being fo named from the creatures which they feve- 
rally produce. For its fecurity from pirates, it has feveral caillcs, or rather fquare 
towers, built all along upon the ihore at convenient diftances. They are, I think, 
fix in number ; but at prefent void of all manner of force, both of men and 
ammunition. 

In the fields near the fliore appeared many heaps of ruins, and pillars of granite, and 
feveral other indications that here muft have been anciently fome confiderable buildings 
this way: which agrees very well with what Cafaubon, in his notes upon Strabo 
{p- 213), quotes out of Diodorus, viz. that, the place called Tripoli was anciently a 
duffer of three cities, Handing at a furlong's diftance from each other; of which the 
firff was a feat of the Aradii, the fecond of the Sidonians, the third of the Tyrians. And 
from hence it is probable, that Tripoli was a name given at firff to three diffinft but 
adjacent places, and not to one city ; built (as is ufually faid) by the mingled 
intereft of Tyre, Sidon, and Aradus ; it being hard to conceive how three fuch inde¬ 
pendent commonwealths fhould thus concur in the founding of one city between them ; 
and harder, how they fliould agree in governing it afterward 
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Sunday^ March 14,—XYe condnued flill in Tripoli. 

Monday^ March 15,—Refoiving to profecute our journey this day, we had given 
'Orders to our muleteers fome time before, to be ready to attend us ; but they had been 
fo frighted by the baiTa of Sidon^s fer^ranis, who were abroad in queft of mules for the 
fervice of their mafter, that they were run away, and could not be heard o£ A difap- 
pointment which gave us much vexation, and left us no other remedy, but only to fupply 
ourfelves with freih beafts where we could find them. 

Having, after much ti'ouble, put ourfelves in a new pofture of travelling, we parted 
from Tripoli at three of the clock m the afternoon* Proceeding clofe by die fea, we 
came in one hour and a half to Callemone, a fmali village jult under Bell-mount* 
Trom hence putting forward dll near eight of the clock, we came to an liigh pro¬ 
montory, wliich lay directly crofs our way, and broke off abruptly at the fea fide, vdth 
a cape very high, and almoft perpendicular. In order to pafs this barrier, we turned 
up on the left hand, into a narrow valley through which our road lay; and it being 
now late, we took up our quarters diere under fome olive trees, having come in all about 
five hours* 

The promontory which terminated-our journey, feems to be that called by Strabo 
Tw tS in'f Ifl-wTT&i?, or the Face of God, affigned by that author for the end of 
Mount Libaniis. Between this place and Tripoli, he inentions likewife a city, called 
Trieris: but of this we faw no footfteps ; unlcfs you will allow for fucb, fome fepul- 
chres which we faw cut in the rocks, about one hour and a half before we arrived at 
the promontory* 

Tuefday, March 16 .—-We were no fooner in motion this morning, but we were 
engaged in the difficult work of croffuigover the foremendoned cape. The pafs over 
it lies about a mile up from the fea. We found it very fteep and rugged ; but in an 
hour or thereabout maftered it, and arrived in a narrow valley on the other fide, wliich 
brought the fea open to us again. Near the entrance of this valley ftands a fmalt fort, 
erefted upon a rock perpendicular on all fides, the walls of the buildings being juft 
adequate to the fides of the rock, and feeming almoft of one continued piece with them. 
This caftle is called Temfeida, and commands the paffage into the valley* 

In about half an hour from tliis place, we came even with Patrone ; a place efteenied 
to he the ancient Botrus, It is fituate clofe by the fea j and our road lying fomewhat 
higher up in the land, we diverted a little out of the way to fee it. We found in it fome 
remains of an old church and a momftery; but thefe are now perfeftly ruined and 
defolate, as is likewife the whole city. Nor is there any thing left in it, to teftify it has 
been a place of any great confideration. 

In three hours more we came to Gibyle, called by the Greeks, Byblus; a place 
once famous for the birth and temple of Adonis* It is pleafantly fituated by the fea 
fide. At prefent it contains but a little extent of ground, but yet more than enough for 
the fmali number of its inhabitants. It is compafied with a dry ditch, and a. wall, with 
fquare towers in it at about every forty yards diftance. On its fouth fide, it has an 
cld caftle; within it is a church, exaflly of the fame figure with that at Tortofa, only 
not fo entire as that* Befides this it has nothing remarkable, though anciently it 
was a place of no mezn extent^ as well as beauty j as may appear from the many 
heaps of ruins, and the fine pillars, that are fcattered up and down in the gardens near 
ihe town* 

♦ Strab. Hb, 16 j Pomp. Mela, lib* 14 cap. 13* 
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Gibyle is probably the country of the Giblires, mentioned, Jof. 13, 5. King Hiram 
made ufe of the people of this place in preparing materials for Solomon’s Temple j 
as may be' collected from the Firft of Kings, 5, 18 ; where the word which our tran- 
flator hath rendered ftone-fquarers, in the Hebrew is 0023 , Giblim, or Gibiftes j 
and in the LXXil Interpreters, BuGaioi, that is, the men of Byblus: the former ufing 
the Hebrew, the latter the Greek name of this place. The fame difterence may be 
obferved likewife, Ezek. 27. 9. w'here this place is again mentioned. The ancients of 
Gebal, fays onr tranflation, following the Hebrew: inftead of which, you read in the 
LXXII again, ol wpEo-GoTEfoi BveAiwt, the elders of Bybli, or Byblus. 

Leaving Gibyle, we came in one hour to a fair large river, with a ftone bridge over 
it of only one arch, but that exceeding wide and lofty. To this river the Turks give 
the name of Ibrahim Bafla; but it is doubtlefs the ancient river Adonis, fo famous 
for the idolatrous rites performed here in lamentation of Adonis, Upon the bank of 
this ftream we took up our quarters for the following night, having come this day 
about fix hours. "W^e had a very tempeftuous night both of wind and rain, almoft 
without celTation, and with fo great violence, that our fervants were hardly able to keep 
up our tents over us. But, however, this accident which gave us fo much trouble in the 
night, made us amends with a curiofity, which it yielded us an opportunity of beholding 
the next morning. 

Wednefday, March 17.—^For by this means we had the fortune to fee what may be 
fuppofed to be the occafion of that opinion which Lucian relates, concerning this river, 
viz. that this ftream, at certain feafons of the year, efpedally about the feaft of Adonis, 
is of a bloody colour; which the heathens looked upon as proceeding from a kind 
of fympathy in the river for' the death of Adonis, who was killed by a wild boar in. 
the mountains, out of which this ftream rifes. Something like this we faw aftually 
come to pafs; for the water was ftained to a furprifing rednefs, and as we obferved in 
travelling, had difcoloured the fea a great way into a reddifli hue j occafioned doubt- 
lefe by a fort of minium, or red earth, wafhed into the river by the violence of the rain, 
and not by any ftain from Adonis’s blood. 

In an hour and a quarter from this river, we paffed over the foot of the mountain 
Climax; where, having gone through a very rugged and uneven pafs, we came into 
a large bay, called Junia. At the firft entrance into the bay, is an old ftone bridge, 
which appoints the limits between the two baffalicks of Tripoli and Sidon. At the 
bottom of the bay are exceeding high and fteep mountains, between which and 
the fea the road lies. Thefe are the mountains of Caftravan, chiefly inhabited by 
Mai'onites, famous for a growth of excellent wine. The Maronite bilhop of Aleppo 
has here his refidence in a convent, of which he is the guardian. "We faw many other 
fmall convents on the top of thefe mountains; one of which, called Oozier, was, as we 
were here told, in the hands of ten or twelve Latin friars. Towards the further fide 
of tlie bay, we came to a fquare tower or caftle, of which kind there are many all along 
upon the coaft, forfeveral days’ journey from this place; they are faid to have been 
built by tile emprefs Helena, for the proteftion of the country from pirates. At this 
tower is to be paid a fourth caphar *. It is received by Maronites, a pack of rogues, 
more exafting and infolent in their office than the very Turks thenilelves. A little 
beyond this place, we came to a road cut through the rocks, which brought us out of 
the bay, having been one hour and a quarter in compalling it. In an hour more, fpent 


upon 


* Half per Fntack, quarter per fervant. 


UY Henry maundrell- 


3^3 

upon a very rugged way clofe by the fea> we came to the river Lycus, called alfo fome 
time Canis, and by the Turks at this day, Nahor Kelp. It derives its name &om an 
idol in the form of a dog, or wolf, which was worlhipped, and is faid to have pro¬ 
nounced oracles, at this place. The image is pretended to be fliewn to flrangers, at 
this day, lying in the fea with its heels upward ; I mean the body of it; for its oracular 
head is reported to have been broken off, and carried to Venice, where (if fame be true) 
it may be feen at this day. 

I know not by what miftake feveral modern geographers confound this river with 
Adonis, making them to be one and the fame; whereas the contrary is apparent, 
both from experimental obfervation, and from the authority of ancient geographers. 

This river ilTues into the fea from between two mountains, exceflive fleep and high; 
and fo rocky, that they feem to confifl each of one entire ftone. For, croffing the 
river, you go up between thefe mountains about a bow fhot from the fea, where you 
have a good bridge of four arches j near the foot of which is a piece of white marble, 
inlaid in the fide of a rock, wdth an Arab infcription on it, intimating its founder to have 
been the amir Faccardine (of whom I fliall have occalion to fpeak more when I come 
to Beroot), Being paffed the river, you immediately begin to afcend the mountain 
(or rather great rock), hanging over it on that fide. To accommodate the pafiage, you 
have a path above two yards breadth cut along its fide, at a great height above the water ; 
being the work of the emperor Antoninus. For the promontory allowing no paflage 
between it and the fea at bottom, that emperor undertook, with incredible labour, to 
open this way above; the memory of which good work is perpetuated by an infcription, 
engraven on a table plained in the fide of the natural rock, not far from the entrance 
into the way, as follows: 

imp: caes: m : aurelius 

ANTONINUS, PIUS, FELIX, AUGUSTUS 

parth; max; brit; germ; maximus 

PONTIFEX MAXIMUS 
MONTIBUS IMMINENTIBUS 
LYCO FLUMINI GAESIS VIam dilatavit 
PER—(purpofely erafed)— 

AKTONINIANAM SUAM 

A little higher up in the way, are infcribed thefe words : 

INYICTE imp: antonine p: FELIX aug: 

MULT13 AKNIS IMPERA! 

In pafling this way, we obferved, in the fides of the rock above us, feveral tables of 
figures carved; which feemed to promife fomething of antiquity j to be fatisfied of 
which, fome of us clambered up to the place, and found there fome figns as if the 
old way had gone in that region, before Antoninus cut the other more convenient paf- 
fage a little lower. In feveral places hereabouts, we faw ftrange antique figures^ of 
men, carved in the natural rock, in mezzo relievo, and in bignefs equal to the life. 
Clofe by each figure was a large table, plained in the fide of the rock, and bordered 
round with mouldings. Both the effigies and the tables appeared to have been anciently 
infcribed all over j but the charafters are now fo defaced, that nothing but the footlleps 
of them were vifible j only there was one of the figures that had both its lineaments and 
its infcriptions entire. 

It was our unhappinefs to have at this place a very violent ftorm of thunder and 

rain, which made our company too much in hafle to make any long ftay here j by 
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\vhich misfortune I was prevented, to my great regret, from copying’ the infcription-,, 
and making fuch an exact fcrutiny into this antiquity as it feemed very well to deferve,. 
I hope fome curious traveller or other will have better fuccefs, in palling this way 
hereafter. The figures feemed to rel'emble mummies, and 'were, perhaps, the repre- 
fentation of fome perlbns buried hereabout; whofe fepulchres might probably aifo be- 
difcovered by the diligent obferver. 

The Antonine way extends about a quarter of an hour’s travel. It is at prefent fo 
broken and uneven, that to repair it would require no lefs labour, than that where¬ 
with it w'as at firft made. After this pafs, you come upon a fmooth fandy fliore, which 
brings you in about one hour and half to the river Beroot (for I could learn no other 
name it had). It is a large river, and has over it a ftone bridge of fix arches. On 
its other fide is a plain field near the fea, which is faid to be the ftage on which 
St. George duelled and killed the dragon. In memory of this achievement, there is 
a fmall chapel built upon the place, dedicated at firfl to that chriftian hero j but now 
perverted to a mofque. From hence, in an hourj we arrived at Beroot, very wet by 
realbn of the long and fevere rain. How'ever, we found here the Ihelter of a good kane 
by the fea fide, and there we took up oitr quarters. Our whole ftage tliis day was about 
fix hours and half. 

Thurfday, March i8.—-The day'following we ijjent at Beroot ; being credibly in¬ 
formed that the river Darner, which lay in our next ftage, was fo fwoln by the late 
rains that it would be impaflable- This place was called anciently Berytus; from- 
which the idol Baal Berith is fuppofed to have h'ad its name. And afterwards being 
greatly efteemed by Auguftus, had many privileges conferred upon it; and together with 
them a new name, viz. Julia Felix. But at prefent, it retains nothing of its ancient 
felicity, except the fituation ; and in thatparticular it is indeed very happy. It is feated 
on the fea-fide, in a foil fertile and delightful, raifed only fo high above the fait water,, 
as to be fecure from its. overflowings, and all other noxious and unwholefome efleefs of 
that element. It has the benefit of good frefli fprings flowing dowm to it from the ad¬ 
jacent hills, and difpenfed all over the city, in convenient and not unhandfome foun¬ 
tains. But befides thefe advantages of its fituation, it has at prefent nothing elfe to- 
boall of. 

The emir Faccardinehad his chief refidence in this place. He was in the reign of 
fuhan Morat, the fourth emir, or prince of the Drufes; a people fuppofed to have de- 
feended from fome difperfed remainders of thofe chriftian armies, th-at engaged in the 
Ci'ufades, for the recovery of the Holy Land; who afterwards, being totally routed, and 
d’fpairing of a return to their-native country again, betook themJelvesto the mountains 
hereabout;- in which their defeendants have continued ever fiiice. Faccardine being 
(as I faid) prince of thefe people, was not contented to be penned up in the mountains; 
but by his power and artifice, enlarged his dominions down into the plain all along 
the fea coaft as far as from this place to Acra. At laft, the grand feignior, grown 
jealous of fuch a growing power, drove the wild beaft back again to the mouiitains, 
from wdic-nce he had broke loofe; and there his pofterity .retain their principality to 
this day. 

We went to view the palace of this prince, which ftands on the north eaft part of 
the city. At the entrance of it is a marble fountain, of greater beauty than is ufually 
feen in Turkey, The palace within confifts of feveral courts, aJJ now run much to 
ruin; or rather perhaps never finiftied. The ftables, yards for horfes, dens for lions, 
and other i'avage creatures, gardens, &c. are fuch as would not be unworthy of the 
quality of a prince in Ciiriftendom, were they wrought up to that perfection of 
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wfifch they are capable, and to which they feem to have been defigned by their firll 
contriver. 

But the beft fight that this palace affords, and the worthiefi: to be remembered, is the 
orange garden. It contains a large quadrangular plat of ground, divided into fixteen 
leffer fquares, four in a row, with walks between them. The walks are fhaded witit 
orange trees of a large fpreading fize, and all of fo fine a growth, both for Item and 
fieacJ, that one cannot imagine any thing more perfect in this kind. They were, at the 
time when we were there, as it were^ gilded with fruit, hanging thicker upon them 
than ever I faw apples in England. Every one of thefe fixteen leffer fqiiares in the 
garden was bordered with ftone; and in the ftone-work were troughs very artificially 
contrived, for conveying the water all over the garden; there being little outlets cut at 
every tree, for the ftream as it paffed by, to flow out and water it. Were this place under 
the cultivation of an Englifli gardener, it is impoflible any thing could be made more 
delightful. But thefe hefperides were put to no better ufe, when we faw them, than to 
ferve as a fold for Iheep and goats ; infomuch, that in many places they were up to the 
knees in dirt; fo little fenfe have the Turks of fuch refined delights as thele ; being a 
people generally of thegrofleft apprehenfion, and knowing few other pleafiires but fuch 
fenfualities as are equally common both to men and beafts. On the eaft fide of 
this garden were two terrace walks rifing one above the other, each of them having an 
alcent to it of twelve fteps. They had both feveral fine fpreading orange trees upon 
them, to make lhades in proper places; and at the north end they led into booths and 
fummer-houfes, and other apartments very delightful; this place being defigned by 
Eaccardine for the chief feat of his pleafiire. 

It may, perhaps, be wondered, how this emir Ihould be able to contrive any thing 
fo elegant and regular as this garden; feeing the Turkifli gardens are ufually nothing 
eife but a confiifed imTcellany of trees, jumbled together without either knots, walks, 
arbours, or any thing of art or defign, fo that they feem like thickets rather than gardens. 
But Eaccardine had been in Italy, where he had feen things of another nature, and 
knew well how to copy them in his own country. For, indeed, it appears by thefe 
remains of him,, that he muff needs have been a man much above the ordinary level of 
a Turkiih genius. 

In another garden we faw feveral pedeftals for ftatues; from whence it may be inferred 
that this emir was no very zealous mahometan. At one corner of the fame gjirden 
Hood a tower of about fixty feet high ; defigned to have been carried to a much greater 
elevation for a watch-tower, and for that end built with an extraordinary ftrength, its 
wails being twelve feet thick. From this tow'er we had a view of the whole city. 
Amongfl other profpefts, it yielded us the fight of a large Chriftian church, faid to have 
been at firfl: confecrated to St, John the Evangelifl. But, it being now ufurped by the 
Turks for their chief mofque, we could not be permitted to fee it otherwife than* at this 
diftance. Another church there is in the town, w'hich feems to be ancientbut being 
a very mean fabrick, is fufteredto remain ftill in the hands of the Greeks,. We found 
it adorned with abundance of oldpiftures; amongfl; the reft bfaw one'with this little 
infcription, Kbotpro^ wpwroj BsipsTs: and juft by it was the figure of Nefto- 

riiuv, who commonly makes one amongfl: the faints painted in the Greek churches;, 
though they do not now profefs, nor, I believe, fo ntuch as know his herefy. But that 
which appeared moft obfervable was a very odd figure of a faint, drawm-at full 
length, with a large beard reaching down to his feet. The curate gave us to underftand 
that this was St, Nicephorus; and perceiving that his beard was the chief objctl of our 
admiration, he gratified us with the following relation concerning him, viz. That he w'as 
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^ perfon of the moft eminent virtues in his time; but his great misfortune was, that the 
Endowments of his mind were not fet off with the outward ornament of a beard. 
Upon occafion of which defeft, he fell into a deep melancholy. The devil, taking the 
advantage of this pried, promifed to give him that boon which nature had denied, in 
cafe he would comply with his fuggeftions. The beardlefs faint, though he was very 
defirous of the reward propofed, yet he would not purchafe it at that rate neither, but 
rejected the previous bribe with indignation, declaring refolutely, that he had rather for 
ever defpair of hiswilh than obtain it upon fuch terms. And at the fame time, taking 
in his hand the downy tuft upon his chin, to witnefs the liability of his refolution (for he 
had, it feeins, beard enough to fwear by), behold! as a reward for his conllancv, he 
found the hair immediately ftretch, with the pluck that he gave it. Whereupon, finding 
it in fo good a humour, he followed the happy omen; and, as young heirs that have 
been niggardly bred, generally turn prodigals when they come to their ellates, fo he 
never defifted from pulling his beard till he had wiredrawn it down to his feet. But 
enough both of the beard and the ftory. At the eall end of the Beroot are to be feen 

feven or eight beautifiil pillai-s of granite, each-feet long, and three in diameter. 

And over another gate, not far diirant, we found in a piece of marble, this following 
inlcription: Ti!? tk zr^oirtoiiTat wi’ti erxfni a yeinTxi J/Jk 

o irxfiyjii q ilSv yxp to yavcTXt wAqfKf yx^ii. THZ TOT 

nPOSIONTOS ANAP 02 ENNOIAZ. Such as thefe were the capitals. It was, probably, 
at firll an altai’-mfcription, relating to the offertory in the holy communion ; for its fenle 
feems to look that way j and it is well known that the comer s to the blelfed facrament 
were called by the ancients, by the peculiar name of o* irfoo-iwrEf, as Valefius proves out 
of St. Chryfoftoin. Vales. Not. in Eufeb. Eccl. Hill. lib. 7, cap, 9. 

On the fouth-fide, the town-wall is ftill entire, but built out of the ruins of the old 
city, as appears by pieces of pillars and marble, which help to build it. In one piece 
of marble-table we faw thefe remaining letters of a Latin infcription : 

-VG. ETIA— 

■—XI CUM — 

—vs PHOEBUS - . 

All the reft being purpofely erafed. 

A little without this wall, we faw many granite pillars and remnants of Mofaic floors; 
and in an heap of rubbilh, feveral pieces of polilhed marble, fragments of ftatues, and 
other poor relics of this city’s ancient magnificence. On the fea fide is an old ruined 
caftle, and fame remains of a fmall mole. 

Friday, March ig.—^Leaving Beroot, we came, in one-third of an hour, to a large 
plain extending from the fea to the mountains. At the beginning of the plain is a 
grove of pine trees, of Faccardine’s plantation. We gueffed it to be more than half a 
mile acrols, and fo pleafant and inviting was its fliade, that it was not without fome 
regret that we paffed it by. Continuing in this plain, we faw at a diftance, on our left 
hand, a finall village called Suckfoat. It belongs to the Drufes, who poflefs at this day 
a long traft of mountains as far as from Caftravan to Carmel. Their prefent prince is 
Achmet, grandfon to Faccardine; an old man, and one who keeps up the cuftom of 
his anceftors, of turning day into night} an hereditary practice in his family, proceeding 
from a traditional perfuafion amongft them, that princes can never fleep fecurely 
but by day, when men’s actions and defigns are beft obferved by their guards, and if 
need be, moft eafiiy prevented j but that in the night it concerns them to be always 
vigilant, left the darknefs, aided by their fleeping, Ihould give traitors both opportunity 
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and encouragement to affault their perfons, and by a dagger or a piftol, to make them* 
continue their fleep longer than they intended when they lay down. 

Two hours from Faccardine’s grove brought us to the fifth caphar, and another little 
hour to the river Darner or Tamyras ; the former being its tnodern, the latter its ancient 
n^e. It is a river apt to fwell much upon hidden rains, in which cafe, precipitating 
itfelf from the mountains with great rapidity, it has been fetal to many a pafTenger • 
among_ the reft, one Monfieur Spon, nephew to Dr. Spon, coming from Jenifalem 
about four years ago, in company with fome Englilh gentlemen, was, in palling this 
ftream, hurried down by it, and periflied in the fea, which lies about a furlong lower 
than the paffage* ■ 

We had the good fortune to find the river in a better temper, its waters being now 
anuaged fince the late rains. However, the country fellows were ready here, according 
to their trade, to have alTifted us in our paffing over. In order to which, they had 
very officioufly ftripped themfelves naked againft our coming j and to the end that they 
might oblige us to make ufe of their help, for which they will be well paid they 
bright us to a place where the water was deepeft, pretending there was no’other 
paffage befides that j which cheat we faw them aSually impofe upon fome other tra¬ 
vellers, who came not long after us. But we had been advifed of a place a little 
hi^er in the river, where the ftream was broader and fliallower, and there we ealily 
paffed without their afliftance. Juft by this place are the ruins of a ftone bridge of 
which one might guefs by the firmnefs of its remains, that it might have been ftill 
entire, had not thefe villains broke it down in order to their making their advantages of 
paflengers; either conducting them over for good pay, or elfe, if they have oDportunity, 
drownmg them for their fpoils. 

On the other fide of the river, the mountains approach clofer to the fea, leaving only 
a narrow rocky way between. From Darner, in two hours, we came to another river 
of no inconfiderable figure, but not once mentioned by any geographer that I know 
of. It IS mthm one hour of Sidon, Its channel is deep, contains a good ftream, and 
has a large ftone bridge over it. Speaking of this river to the Reverend Father Stephano, 
Maromte patriarch at Canobme, he told me it was called Awle, and had its fountain 
near Berook, a village in Mount Libanus. 

- this river we were met by feveral of the French merchants from Sidon; they hav- 
mg a lactorj there the moft confiderable of all theirs in the Levant. Being arrived at 
Sidon, we pitched our tents by a ciftern without the city; but were ourfelves conduaed 
by the i-rench gentlemen to the place of their habitation, which is a large kane dofe by 
the fea where the conful and all the nation are quartered together. Before the front 
of this kane is an old mole running into the fea with a right angle; it was of no great 
capacity at heft, but now is rendered perfedly ufelefs, having been purpofely filled up 
with rubbilli :md earth, by Faccardine, to prevent the Turkifli gallies from making the^ 
unwelcome vifit to this place. 1'he mole being thus deftroyed, all fhips that take in 
their burthen here, are forced to ride at anchor under the llielter of a finall ridge of 
rocks, about a niile diftant from the fhpre on the north fide of the city. Sidon is ftocked 
well enough with inhabitants, but is very much flirunfc from its ancient extent, and more 
from itsfplendour; as appears from a great many beautifel pillars that lie fcattered up 
and down the gardens without the prefent walls. Whatever antiquities may at any 
time, have been hereabout, they are now all perfeftly obfcured and buried by the 
Turkifti buddings. Upon the fouth fide of the city, on. a hill, ftands an old caftle, feid 
to have been the work of Lewis the Ninth of France, fumamed the Saint; and not far 
from the caftle is aa old uufinilhed palace of Faecar^ne’s, ferving, however, the bafla 
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for his feraglio; neither of them worth mentioning, had the city afforded m any 
tiling elfe more remarkable. Near about Siclon begin the preemdts of the Holy 
Land, and of that pair of it in particular which was allotted to Aflier. The borders of 
which tribe extended from Carmel as h\r as great Zidon, as appears from Jofli, 
19, 26, 28. But the people upon the fea coafts were never actually maflered by the 
Ifraelites j being left, by the juft judgment of God, to sbe thorns in their tides, 
for a reafbn that may be feen. Jud* 2. 1, 3, 

The ]>erfon who is the French conful at Sidon, ha* alfo the title of conful of Jerufa- 
lem ; and is obliged by his mailer, -the Trench king, to make a vifit to the holy city 
e^^ery Ealler, under pretence of preferving the fan£tuaiy there from the violations, and 
the friars who have the cuftody of it, from the exa£tioris of the Turks. But the friars 
think themfelves much fafer without this protedfiom We were defirous to join with 
Monfteur rEmpereur, the prefent conful, in his, this year’s, pilgrimage *, and accord¬ 
ingly had fent him a letter from Aleppo on purpofe to befpeak that favour ; hoping by 
!iis protedfion to pafs more fecurely from the abules of the Arabs and Turks, who are no 
where fo infolent as in Paleftine, and about Jerufalem* We had his promife to ftay for 
ns; but the remoras and difappointinents we met with in the road, had put us fo back¬ 
ward in oiir journey, that fearing to be too late at Jeruiaiem, he fet out from Sid on the 
clay before our arrival there: leaving us, however, fome hopes that if we made the bell 
of our way, we might come up with him at Acra, w^here he promfted to expedl our 
coming to the utnioft moment. 

Saturday, March 20.—Being defirous, therefore, not to lofe the convenience of his 
company, we fet out early the next morning from'Sidon; and traveUing in a very fruit¬ 
ful plain, came in half an hour to a place where we found a large pillar of granite, lying 
acrofs the highway, and funk a good part under ground, Obferving fome letters upon 
it, we took the pains to dig away the earth, by which means we recovered this fragment 
of an infeription; 

IM PE RATO RES, 

CAESARES, 

L SEPTIMUS SE^ 

VERUS, PIUS PER* 

TIN AX, AUG : ARA^ 

BICUS ADIABENICUS, 

PARTHICUS, MAXI¬ 
MUS, tribunicia 

totes: VI, imp: xi. cos [2 ’ 

PRO jtf cos ^ P ^ p 
ET M AUREL: ANTONI¬ 
NUS AUG : FILIUS ^ EJUS 

-ET ■ ARIA 

■ ■ EN ■ DIUM ^ RV 

FVM---- 

> 1C PR : praet 

■ PROVING ^ SYRIAH 

ET PHAe] nig ^ RENOVAVERUNT 

^ n ^ 

Some gentlemen of our nation, in their journey to Jerufalem, this lafl: Eafter, an. 1 6gg^ 
found another pillar, at about mid-way, between that we faw and Sidon, of the fame 

make 
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make and ufe; from wliich they took the forefaid infcription more perfe£tly. As far as 
fiUus ^us there is no variation, and after that it goes on thus, 

VIAS ET MILLIARIA 
Va—O (f VENIDIVM RV 
FVM ^ LEG o? AUOG ^ 

L- PR /f PRAESIDEM 

PROVING ^ SYRIAEPHOE 
NIC ^ RENOVAVERUNT 

^ 1 a 

By which we may obferve the exaSnefs of the Romans in meafuring out their roads, 
and marking down upon every pillar the number of miles, as 1 . 11 . III. &c. 

A little beyond this pillar, ive pafled in fight of Ko-ri-e, a large village on the fide of 
the mountains; and in two hours and a half more, came to Sarphan, fuppofed to be the 
ancient Serephath, or Sarepta, fo famous for the refidence and miracles of the prophet 
Elijah. The place fliewn us for this city, confilled of only a few houfes, on the tops 
of the mountains, within about half a mile of the fea; but it is more probable, the 
principal part of the city Hood below, in the fpace between the hills and the fea; there 
being ruins ftill to be feen in that place of a confiderable extent. From hence, in three 
hours, we arrived at Cafimeer, a river large and deep, running down to the fea through 
a plain, it which it creeps along with various meanders and turnings. It had once a 
good ftone bridge laid over it, of four arches ; but of that nothing remains at prefent, 
except the fupporters 5 between which there are laid beams and boards to fupply the 
room of the arches, and to make a paffage over. But fo carelefs and loofe is the fabrick, 
that it looks like a trap rather than a bridge. We had one horfe dropt through, not- 
withftanding our utmoft care to prevent fuch misfortunes. But it was our good luck 
to recover him again faW alhore. 

This river is alfigneti by our modern geographers for the old Eleutherus} but how 
erroneoufly has been afore-mentioned. Strabo mentions a certain river falling into the 
fea near Tyre, on this fide (■nrftf Tufw ItorttfMf p.’ 521), which can be no other 

than this; but he omits to acquaint us with its name. Within a bow-lhot of the river 
Cafimeer is a kane of the fame name, from which, keeping near the fea fide, you arrive 
in an hour at Tyrfe. 

This city, ftanding in the fea upon a peninfula, promifes, at a diftance, fomething very 
magnificent. But when you come to it, you find no fimilitude of that glory for which it 
was fo renowned in ancient times, and which the prophet Ezekiel defcribes, chap. 26. 27, 
08. On the north fide it has an old Turkilh unganrifoned caftle j befides which, you 
fee nothing here but a mere Babel of broken walls, pillars, vaults, &c, there being not fo 
much as one entire houfe left. Its prefent inhabitants are only a few poor wretches, 
harbouring themfelves in the vaults, and fubfiftiug chiefly upon filhing ; w'ho feem to 
be preferved in this place by Divine Providence, as a vifible argument how God has 
fulfilled his word concerning Tyre, viz. ‘ That it fliould be as the top of a rock, a place 
for filhers to dry their nets on.’ Ezek. 26. 14. 

In the midft of the ruins, there ftands up one pile higher than the reft, which is the 
call end of a great church, probably of the cathedral of Tyre; and wby not the very 
fame that was erefted by its bilhop Paulinus, and honoured with that famous confecra- 
tion-fennon of Eufebius, recorded by himfelf in his Ecch Hift. lib. 1 0, cap. 4, this 
having been an archiepifcopal fee in the Chriftian times ? 
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I cannot !a this place omit an obfervation made by moft of our company in this 
journey, viz. I'hatin all the ruins of churches which we faw, though their ©tljer parts 
were totally deinoliflied, yet the eaft end we always found (landing, and tolerably ;’ntire. 
Whether the Cliriftians, when overrun by infidels, redeemed their altars from rum with 
money; or whether, even the barbarians, when they deinolilhed the other parts of the 
churches, might voluntarily fpare thefe, out of an awe and veneration; or whether they 
have (food thus long, by virtue of fome peculiar firnmefs in the nature of their fabric j 
or whether fome occult Providence has preferved them, as fo many ftanding monu¬ 
ments of cliriftianity in thefe unbelieving regions, and prefages of its future relloration, 
I will not determine. This only, I will fay, that we found it in faft, fo as I defcribed, 
in all the ruined churches that came in our way; being, perhaps, not fewer than one 
hundred; nor do I remember ever to have feen one infiance of the contrary. Tliis might 
juftly feem a trifling obfervation, were it founded upon a few examples only; but it 
being a thing fo often, and, indeed, univerfally obferved by us, throughout our whole 
journey, I thought it mull needs proceed from fomething more than blind chance, and 
might very well deferve this anlmadverfion. 

But to return from this digreffion; there being an old ftair-cale in this ruin lafc men¬ 
tioned, I got up to the top of it; from whence I had an entire proipe£t of the illand, 
part of Tyre, of the ifthmus, and of the adjacent Ihore. I thought J could, from this 
elevation, difeern the illhmus to be a foil of a diff erent nature from the other: ttvo; it 
lying lower than either, and being covered all over with fajid which the fea ct’Jls upon, 
it, as the tokens of its natural right to a paffage there, from which it was, by Alexander 
the Great, injurioufly excluded. The ifland of Tyre, in its natural (late, feeras to have- 
been of a circular figure, containing not more than forty acres of ground. It difeovers: 
ftill the foundations of a wall, which anciently encompalTed it, round, at the outmoft. 
margin of the land. It makes, with the ifthmus, two large bays j one on its north fide, 
and the other on its fouth. Thefe bays are, in part, defended from the ocean, each by 
a long ridge, refembling a mole, ftretching direiftly out, on both fides, from the head of 
the illand j but thefe ridges, whether they were walls or rocks, whether the work of art- 
or nature, I was too far diftant to difeern. 

Coming out of thefe ruins, w^e faw the foundation, of a very ftrong wall, running 
acrofs the neck of land, and ferving as a barrier, to fecure the city on this fide.. Froni' 
this place, we were one third of an hour in palling the Tandy ifthmus^ before we came 
to tlie ground, which we apprehended to be the natural fhore-. From hence, palfing 
over part of a very fertile plain, which extends itfelf to a vaft compafs before Tyre, we 
arrived in three quarters of an hour at Rofelayn. Our whole ftage from Sidon hither, 
was about eight hours. 

Sunday, March 31.—Rofelayn is a place where axe the cifterns called Solomon’s, fup- 
pofed, according to. the common tradition hereabouts, to have been made by that great 
kmg, as part of his recompence to king Hiram, for the fupplies of materials fent by 
him toward the building of the Temple- They are, doubtlefs, very ancient, but 
yet of a much later date tfian what this tradition aferibes to them. That they could not 
be built dll fince Alexander’s time, may be conjectured from tins, amongft other- 
arguments; becaufe the aquedufl; which conveys the water from hence to Tyre, 
is carried over the neck of land, by winch Alexander, in his fatnous fiege of this- 
place, joined the city to the continent. And as the cifterns cannot well be 
imagined to be ancienter than the aqueduft, fo one may be fure the aqueduct 
cannot be older than the ground it Hands upon. Of thefe cifterns there are three 
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entire at this day, one about a furlong and a half diftant from the fea, the other two a 
little farther up* 

The former is of an octogonal figure, twenty-two yards in diameter. It is elevated 
above die ground nine yards on the fouth fide, and fix on the north ; and within, is 
faid to be of an unfathomable deepnefs ; but ten yards of line confuted that opinion. 
Its wall is of no better a material than gravel and fmall pebbles j but confolidated with 
fo ftrong and tenacious a cement, that it feems to be all one entire vefiel of rock. 
Upon the brink of it you have aw'alkround, eight feet broad. From which, de- 
fcending by one ftep on the fouth fide, and by two on the north, you liave another 
walk twenty-one feet broad. All this ftrufbiire, though fo broad at top, is yet made 
hollow, fo that the water comes in underneath the walks ; infomuch that I could not, 
with a long rod, reach the extremity of the cavity. The whole veffel contains a vail 
body of excellent water ; and is fo well fupplied from its fountain, that though there 
iffues from it a ftreaoi like a brook, driving four mills between this place and the fea, 
yet It is always brim full. On the eaft fide of this ciflem was the ancient outlet of the 
water, by an aqueduft raifed about fix yards from the ground, and containing a channel 
one yard wide* But this is now flopped up, and dry j the 1 urks having broke an out¬ 
let on the other fide, deriving thence a ftream for grinding their corn. 

The aqoeduft (now dry) is carried eaflward about one hundred and twenty paces, 
and then approaches the two other cifterns, of which one is twelve, the other twenty 
yards fquare, Thefe have each a little channel, by which they anciently rendered their 
waters into the aquedu&and fo the united ftreams of all the three cifterns were 
carried together to Tyre* You may ti-ace out the aquedu& all along, by the remain- 
ing fragments of it. It goes about one hour northward, and then turning to the weft, 
at a fmall mount where anciently flood a fort, but now a mofque, it proceeds over the 
ifthmus into the city* As we pafTed by the aqueduct, we obferved in feveral places on 
its Jtides, and under its arches, rugged heaps of matter refembling rocks, 1 hefe were 
produced by the leakage of the water, which petrified as it diftilled from above j 
and by the continual adherence of new matter, were grown to a large bulki That 
which was moft remarkable in them was the frame and configuration of their parts. 
They were coinpofed of innumerable tubes of ftone, of different fizes, cleaving to one 
another like icicles. Each tube had a fmall cavity in its center, from which its parts 
were projefited inform of rays, to the circumference, after the manner of the ftones 
vulgarly called thunder-ftones. 

The fountain of thefe waters is as unknown as the contriver of them* It is cert^ 
from their rifing fo high, they mull be brought from fome part of the mountains, which 
are about a league diftant j and it is as certain that the work was well done at firft, 
feeing it performs its office fo well, atfo great a diftance of time. 

Leaving this pleafant quarter, we came in an hour and a half to the white promon¬ 
tory ; fo called from the afpeft it yields towards the fea. Over this you pafs by a way 
of about two yards broad, cut along its fide ; from which the profpe£t down is very 
dreadfiil, by reafon of the extreme depth and fteepnefs of the mountain, and the raging 
of the waves at bottom. This way is about one-third of an hour and is faid to 
have been the work of Alexander the Great, About one-third of an hour farther, 
you pafs by an heap of rubbifh clofe by the fea fide, being the ruins of the caftle 
Scandalium ; taking its name from its founder, the fame Alexander, whom the Turks 
call Scander. The ruin is one hundred and twenty paces fquare, having a dry ditch 
encompafiing It; and foom under it, on the fide next the fea, there iffues out a 
tain of very fair water. In an hour from hence you come to the fixth caphar, called 
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Nachera. And in another hour to the plain of Acra, over a very deep and rugged 
mountain, fuppofed to be part of Mount Saron. All the way from the white promon¬ 
tory to this plain is exceeding rocky j but here the pleafantiiefs of the road makes 
you amends for the former labour. 

The plain of Acra extends itfelf in length from Mount Saron as far as Carmel, which 
is at leaft fix good hours; and in breadth, between the fea and the mountains, it is in 
mofl: places two hours over. It enjoys good ftrearas of water at convenient diftances, 
and every thing elfe that might render it both pleafant and fruitful. But this delicious 
plain is noAV alnioft defolate, being fuft'ered, for want of culture, to run up to rank 
weeds, which were, at the time when we paffed it, as high as our horfe’s backs. 

Having travelled about one hour in the plain of Acra, we paffed by an old town 
called Z.ib, fituate on an afcent clofe by the fea fide. This may, probably, be the old 
Achzib, mentioned Jolh. 19. 29, and Jud. 1. 31, called afteiswards Ecdippa j for St. 
Jerome places Achzib nine miles diftant from Ptolemais toward Tyre, to which ac¬ 
count we found the fituation of Zib exaftly agreeing. This is one of the places out of 
which the Afhurites could not expel the Canaanitifli natives. Two hours farther we 
came to a fountain of very good water, called by the French merchants at Acra, the 
Fountain of the Bleffed Virgin, In one hour more, we arrived at Acra. Our whole 
flage from Rofelayn hither was about eight hours and a half. 

Acra had anciently the name of Accho, and is another of the places out of tvhich 
the children of Ifrael could not drive the primitive inhabitants, Judg. i. 31. Being in 
after times enlarged by Ptolemy the Firft, it was called by him, from his own name, 
Ptolemais. But now, fmce it hath been in the poffeflion of the Turks, it has (accord¬ 
ing to the example of many other cities in Turkey) call off its Greek, and * recovered 
fome femblance of its old Hebrew name again ; being called Acca, or Acra. 

This city was for a long time the theatre of contention between the chriftians and 
the infidels j till at laft, after having divers times changed its matters, it was by a long 
fiege finally taken by the Turks, and ruined by them in fuch a manner, as if they 
had thought they could never take a full revenge upon it for the blood it had coft them, 
or fuSiciently prevent fuch llaughters for the fixture. As to its fituation, it enjoys all 
poflible adi'antages both of fea and land. On its north and eaft fides it is compaffed 
with a fpacious and fertile plain; on the weft it is walhed by the Mediterranean fea, 
and on the fouth by a large bay, extending from the city as far as Mount Carmel. 

But, notwithftanding all thefe advantages, it has never been able to recover itfelf, 
fince its laft fatal overthrow. For befides a large kane, in which the French factors have 
taken up their quartets, and a mofque,and a few poor cottages,you fee nothing here but a 
vaft and fpacious ruin. It is fuch a ruin, however, as fufficiently demonftrates the ftrength 
of the place in former times. It appears to have been encompaffed, on the land fide, 
by a double wall defended vich towers at I'mall diftances; and without the walls are 
ditches, ramparts, and a kind of baftions faced with hewn ftone. In the fields wthout 
thefe works, we faw fcattered up and down upon the ground feveral large- balls of 
ftone, of at leaft thirteen or fourteen inches diameter; which were part of the ammu¬ 
nition ufed in battering the city, guns being then unknown. Within the walls there 
Hill appear feveral ruins, which feem to diftinguifli themfelves from the general heap, 
by fome marks of a greater ftrength and magnificence. At firft, thofe of the cathedral 
church dedicated to St. Andrew, which (lands not far from, the fea fide, more high and 

* Ammiaii. Marceli. fays, the Greek and Roman names of places never took among!!: the natives of 
this country; vrhiclt is tlic reafon that moll places retain their firft oriental names at this day, hb. 14, 
HiA, son lovre at iniiie, ’ . 
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confpicuons than the other ruins. Secondly, the church of St. John, the tutelar fiiint 
of this city. Thirdly, the convent of the knights hofpitallers; a place whofe remaining 
walls fufficiently teftify its ancient ftrciigth. And not far from the convent the palace 
of the grand mafter of that order; the magnificence of which, may be guelTed from a 
large ftair-cafe, and part of a church ftill remaining in it. Fourthly, fome remains of 
a large church, formerly belonging to a nunnery, of which they tell this memorable 
ftory. The Turks having prefl'ed this city with a long and furious fiege, at lall entered 
it by ftorm. May 19, lagi. In which great extremity the abbefs of this nunnery, fear¬ 
ing left flie, and thofe under her care, might be forced to fubmit to fiich beaftiahties, 
as are ufiial in cafes of that deplorable nature, ufed this cruel but generous means for 
fecuring both herfelf and them. She fummoned all her flock together, and exhorted 
them to cut and mangle their faces, as the only way to preferve their virgin purity ; 
and to ftiew how much flie was in earneft, Ihe immediately began before them all to 
make herfelf an example of her own counfel. The nuns were fo animated by this he- 
roical refolution, and pattern of the abbefs, that they began inftantly to follow her ex¬ 
ample, cutting off their nofes, and difiguring their faces, with fuch terrible gafltes, as 
might excite horror rather than liiftfid defires in the beholders. The confequence of 
which was, that the foldiers, breaking into the nunnery, and feeing, inftead of thofe 
beautiful ladies they expected, fuch tragical fpeftacles, took a revenge for tlielr difap- 
pointed lufts, by putting them all to the fword. Thus, relloring them, as in charity we 
may fuppofe, to a new and inviolable beauty- But to go on many other ruins here 
are of churches, palaces, monafteries, forts, &c. extending for more than half a mile 
in length j in all vifoich you may difcem marks of fo much ttrength,.as if every building 
in the city had been contrived for war and defence; 

But that which pleafed us moft at Acra, was to find the French conful monfieur 
FEmpereur there j who had been ‘fo generous, as to make a halt of two days, in ex- 
pedation of our arrival. But he had ftaid to the utmoft extent of his time, and there¬ 
fore refolved to fet forward again the next morning. Our greateft difficulty was to- 
determine which road to take, whether that upon the coaft by Ctefarea and Joppa, or 
that by Nazareth, or a middle way between both the other, over the plain of Efdraelon. 

The caufe of this uncertainty was the embroilments and faftions that were then 
amongft the Arabs j which made us defirous to keep as far as poffible out of their 
way. It is the policy of the Turks, always to fow divifions amongft thefe wild people, by 
fetting up feveral heads over their tribes, often depofing the old,.and placing new ones' 
in their ftead; by which art they create contrary interefts and parties amongft them, 
preventing then» from ever uniting under any one prince 5 which if they ffiould have 
the fenfe to do, (being fo numerous, and almoft the foie inhabitants thereabouts), they 
might fliakeoff the Turkilh yoke, and make themfelves fupreine lords of the country. 

But however ufeful thefe difcords maybe to the Turks in this refpeft, yet a ftranger 
is fare to fuffer by them *, being made a prey to each party, according as he happens to 
come in their-way ; avoiding which abufos, we refolved to take the middle way, as the 
moft fecure at this time. 

Monday, March 22. —According to which purpofe we fet out early the next morn¬ 
ing from Acra, having with us a band of Turfcifh foldiers for our fecurer convoy. 
Our road lay for about half an hour, along by the fide of the bay of Acra j and then, 
arrivmg at the bottom of the bay, we turned feuthward; Here we pafl'ed afmall river, 
which we took to be Belus, famous for its fand, which is faid to be an excellent ma¬ 
terial for making glafs; as alfo to have mimftered the firft occafion and hmt of that 
invention. 

Here. 
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Here we began to decline from the fea-coaft, upon which we had travelled fo manj 
days before, and to draw off more eafterly, croffing obliquely over the plain ^ and in 
two good hours we ariived at its farther fide, where it is bounded by Mount CarmeL 
Here you find a narrow valley letting you out of the plain of Acra into that of Efdra- 
'clon. Hereabouts is the end of the tribe of Aflier, and the beginning of that of Zabu- 
lon ; the borders of rhefe two tribes being thus defcribed, Jofli* 19 

Pafling through the narrow valley wliich makes a communication between the two 
plains, we arrived in two hours at that ancient river, the river Kifhon; which cuts its 
way ddwm the middle of the plain of Efdraelon, and then continuing its courfe clofe by 
the fide of Mount Carmel, falls into the fea, at a place called Caypha, In the condition 
we faw it, its waters were low and inconfiderable ; but in paffing along the fide of the 
plain, we difcerned the tracks of many lefl’er torrents, falling down into it from the 
mountains ; which mull needs make it fwell exceedingly upon fudden rains, as doubt-' 
lefs it aftually did at the deftruftion of Sifera’s hofl, Judg. 5- 21* In three boms and 
a half from Kilhoii we came to fmall brook, near which was an old village and a good 
kane called Legune^ not far from which we took up our quarters this night. From 
this place we had a large profpeft of the plain of Efdraelon, which is of a vaft extent, 
and very fertile, but uncultivated; only ferving the Arabs for paJlurage. At about fix 
or feven hours diftance eaftward, ftood within view Nazareth, and the two Mounts labor 
and Hermon, We were fufficiently inllru£ted by experience, what the holy Pfalmift 
means by the dew of Hermon, our tents being as wet with it, as if it had rained all night. 
At a about a mile's dillance from us was encamped Chibly, emir of the Arabs, with 
his people and cattle; and below, upon the brook Kiftion, lay encamped another clan of 
the Arabs, being the adverfe party to Chibly, We had much the lefs fatisfaflioii in 
this place, for being feated in the nudfl, between two fuch bad nsghbours. Our 
ftage this day was in all eight hours ^ our courfe fouth eafl by fouth, or there¬ 
about. 

Tuefday, March 23, Leaving this lodging, we arrived m one third of an hour at 
the emir's tents, who came out inperfon to take his duties of us. We paid him * two 
caphars, viz, one of Legune, and another of Jeneen, and befides the caphars, whatever 
•elfe he was pleafed to demand. He eafed us in a very courteous manner of feme of 
our coats, which now (the heat both of the climate and feafon encreafing upon us) began 
to grow not only fuperfluous, but burdenfome. 

Getting quit of Chibly, we turned out of the plain of Efdraelon, arid entered into 
the precinfts of the half tribe of Manaffes. From hence our road lay for about four 
hours through narrow valleys, pleafandy wooded on both fides. After which, crofiing 
another fmall fruitful plain, we came in half an hour to Caphar Arab, where we 
lodged. Our whole ftage exceeded not five hours 5 our courfe being near as the 
day before, 

Wednefday, March 24, Having paid our caphar, we fet out very early the next 
mojFiiing 5 and leaving firft Arab, and then Rama (two mountain villages), on the right 
hand, we arrived in one hour at a fair foimtain called Selee, taking its name from an 
adjacent village. In one hoar more we came to Sebafta. Here you leave the borders 
of the half tribe of Manaffes, and enter into thofe of the tribe of Ephraim, 

Sebafta is the ancient Samaria, the imperial city of the ten ti'ibes after their revolt 
from-the ^houfe of David, It loft its former name in the time of Herod the Great, 


^ iFor htyih caphars, eight per Frank, and three per feryant 
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who raifed it from a ruined to a moft magnificent (late, and called it, in honour of 
Auguftus Caefar, Sebafta. It is fitaate upon a long mount of an oval figure, having 
firft a fruitful valley, and then a ring of hills running round about it. This great city 
is now wholly converted into gardens ^ and all the tohens that remain to teftify that 
there has ever been fuch a place, are only, on the north fide, a large fquare piazza, 
encompafled with pillars, and on the eaft fome poor remains of a great church, faid to 
have been he.ilt bv the einprefs Helena, over the place where St. John Baptilr was both 
Iinprifoned and beheaded. In the body of the church you go down a ftaii-cafe, into the 
very dungeon where that holy blood was Ihed. Uhe lurks (of whom here are a few 
poor families) hold this prifoii in great veneration, and over it have ereaed a fmall 
mofque ; but for a little piece of money they fuffer you to go in and fatisfy your cunofity 

Beaving Sebafla we pafled in half an hour by Sherack, and in another half hour by 
Barfeba, two villages on the right hand ; and then entering into a narrow valley, lying, 
eaft and weft, and w^atered with a fine rivulet, we arrived in one hour at Naplofa. 

Naplofa is the ancient Sychem, or Sychar, as it is termed in the NewTeftament. 
It ftands in a narrow valley between Mount Gerizim on the fouth, and Ebal on the north, 
being built at the foot of the former j for fo the fituation, both of the city and moun¬ 
tains is laid down byJolephus, Antiq. Jud. lib. 5, cap. g. Gerizim (Jays he) hangeth °Yer 
Sychem; and lib 4, cap. ult. Mofes commanded to ereft an altar towards the eaJt, 
not far from Sychem, between Mount Gerizim on the right hand f that is, to one looling 
eaftward on the fouth), and Hebal on the left i^that is on the north)} which fo plainly 
affiffns the pofirion of thefe two moimtains, that it maybe wondered how geographers 
fliould come to differ fo much about it j or for what reafon Adrichomms Ihould place 
them both on the fame fide of the valley of Sychem. From Moyuit Gerizim it was, 
that God commanded the bleffings to be pronounced upon the children of Ifraelj and' 
from Mount Ebal the curfes, Deut. ii. 29. Upon the former, the Sam^tans, 
chief refidence is here at Sychem, have a fmall temple or place of vvorffnp, to which 
they are Hill wont to repair at certain feafons, for performance of the- ntes of their 
relimon. What thefe rites are I could not certainly learn; but that their reli^on con- 
fifts in the adoration of a calf, as the Jews give outj feems to have more of fpite than 


Upon one of thefe mountains alfo it was, that God commanded the children of Ifrael 
to fet up great ftones, plaiftered over and infcribed with the body of their law; and to 
erea an altar, and to oft'er facrifices, feafting, and rejeicing before the Lord,Dent. 27.4. 
But now, whether Gerizim or Ebal was the place appomted for this folenimpr, there is 
fome caufe to doubt. The Hebrew Pentateuch, and ours from.it, affignsMount Ebal 
for this ufe, but the Samaritan afferts it to be Gerizim. _ 

Our company halting a little while at Naplofa, I had an opportunity to go and vifit 
the chief prieft of the Samaritans, in order to diftourfe with him, about this and Jome 
other difficulties occurring in the Pentateuch, which were recommended to me to be 
enquired about, by the learned monfieur Job Ludolphus, author of the Aithiopicfc 
Hiftorv, when I vifited him at Franckford, in my paflage through Germany; 

As for the difference between the Hebrew and Samaritan copy, Deub 27. 4. before 
cited the prieft pretended the Jews had malicioiilly altered their text, out of odium to the 
Samaritans: putting for Gerizim, Ebal, upon no other account, but only becaufethe 
Samaritans worlhipped in the former mountain, which they would have, for iffiat reafon, 
not to be the true place appointed by God for his worflnp and facnfice. To conhrm 
this, he pleaded that Ebal was the mountain of curfing, Deut, ii. 29. and m its own 
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nature an unplearant place; but on the contrary, Gerizim was the mountain of blefllng, 
■by God’s own appointnieiit, and alfo in itfelf fertile and delightful j from whence h'e 
inferred a probability that this latter muft have been the true mountain, appointed for 
thofe religious feftivals, Deut. 27. 4, and not (as the Jews have corruptly written it) 
Hebal. We obferved that to be in fame meafure true, which he pleaded concerning 
the nature of both mountains ; for though neither of the mountains has much to boalt 
of as to their pleafantnefs, yet, as one paifes between them, Gerizim feems to dilcover a 
foniewhat more verdant fruitful afped; than Ebal. The reafon of which may be, be- 
caufe fronting towards the north, it is flieltered from the heat of the fun by its own 
Ihade; whereas Ebal looking fouthward, and receiving the fun that comes direfUy 
upon it, mull by confequence be rendered more fcorched and unfruitful. The Sama¬ 
ritan prieft could not fay that any of thofe great Hones, which God directed Jolhua to 
fet up, were now to be feen in Mount Gerizim ; which, were they now extant, would 
determine the queftion clearly on his fide. 

I enquired oi him next, what fort of animal he thought thofe felavje might be, wdilch 
the children of Ifrael were lb long fed with in the Wildernefe, Num, 11. Heanfwered, 
they were a fort of fowls ; and by the defcription w'hich he gave of them, I perceived 
he meant the fame kind with our quails. I alked him what he thought of locufts, and 
whether the hiftory might not be better accounted for, fuppofing them to be the 
winged creatures that fell fo tliick about the camp of Ifrael ? but, by his anfwer, it 
appeared he had never heard of any fuch hypothefis. Then I demanded of him, what 
fort of plant or fruit the dudaim, or (as we tranflate it) mandrakes were, which Leali 
gave to Rachel, for the purchafe of her hulband’s embraces? He faid they were plants 
of a large leaf, bearing a certain fort of fruit, in fliape tefembling an apple, growing 
ripe in harveft, but of an ill favour and not wholefome. But the virtue of them was to 
help conception, being laid under the genial bed. That the women were often wont lb 
to apply it, at this day, outol an opinion of its prolific virtues. Of thefe plants Ifaw 
feveral afterwards in the way to Jerufalem; and if they were fo common in Mefopo- 
tamia, as we faw them hereabout, one muft either conclude that thele could not be the 
true mandrakes (dudaim), or elfe it would puzzle a good critic to give a reafon, why 
Rachel ftiould purchafe fuch vulgar things at fo beloved andcontefted a price. 

1 his prieft ftiewed me a copy of the Samaritan Pentateuch, but would not be per- 
fuaded to part with it upon any confideration. He had likewife the firft volume of the 
Englifii Polyglot, which he feexned to efteem equally with his ©wn manufeript. 

Naplofa is at prefait in a very mean condition, in comparifon of what it is reprefented 
to have been anciently. It conlifts chiefly of two ftreets lying parallel, under Mount 
Gerizim; but it is full of people, and the feat of a baffa. 

Having paid our caphar here, we fet forward again in the evening, and proceeding 
in the fame narrow valley, between Gerizim and Ebal, not above a furlong broad, we 
faw on our right hand juft without the city, a fmall ptofque, faid to have been built 
over the fepulchre purchafed by Jacob, of Eininor, the father of Shecheni, Gen. 33,19. 
It goes by the name of Jofeph’s fepulchre, his bones having been here interred affer their 
tranfportation out of Egypt, Jofli. 24. 32. 

At about one third of an hour from Naplofa, we came to Jacob’s Well; famous not 
only upon account of its author, but much more for that memorable conference which 
our bleffed Saviour here had with the woman of Samaria, Joh. 4. If it fliould be quef- 
Uonet^ whether this be the very well that it is pretended for, or no, feeing it may be 
folpeaed to Hand too remote from Sychar, for women to come fo far to draw water ? it 
is aiifwered, ,that probably the city extended farther tliis way in former times than it 
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^es now; as may be conjeclured from fomc pieces of a very thick wall, ftill to be feen 
not far from hence. Over the well there flood formerly a large church, eredled by that 
great and devout patronefs of the Holy Land, the emprefs Helena/but of this the 
voracity of time, afiifted by the hands of the Turks, has left nothing but a few foun¬ 
dations remaining. 1 he well is covered at prefent with an old ftone vault, into which 
you are let down through a very flrait hole ; and then removing a broad flat ftone you 
diicover the mouth of the well itfell. It is dug in a firm rock, and contains about 
three yar(^ in diameter, and thirty-five in depth j five of which we found full of water. 
This confutes a ttory commonly told to travellers, who do not take the pains to 
examine the well, viz. that it is dry all the year round, except on the aiiniverfary of 

that day on which our blefl'ed Saviour fat upon it, but then bubbles up with abundance 
or water. 

• ttiis i.vell the narrow valley ofSychem ends, opening itfelf into a wide field, which 
IS probably part of that parcel of ground, given by Jacob to his fon Jofepli, John 4. c. 
It IS watered with a frefh ftream, rifing between it and Sychem j which makes it lo 
exceeding verdant and fruitful, that it may well be looked upon as a ftandhi'T token of 
the tender afleclion of that good patriarch to the beft of fons, Gen. 48. 22. 

l^romJacobs Well our road went fouthward, along a very fpacious and fertile 
valley. Having pafled by two villages on the riglit hand, one called Howar, the other 
Sawee, we arrived m four hours at Kane Leban, and lodged there. Our whole llage 
today was about eight hours ^ our courfe variable between eaft and fouth. 

Kane Leban {lands on the eaft fide of a delicious vale, having a village of the fame 
name Handing oppoftte to it on the other fide of the vale. One of thefe places, either 
thekane or the village, is fuppofed to have been the Lebonah mentioned, Judg. ii, in. 
to which both the name and fituation feem to agree. 

ihurfeay, March 2^,—^From Kane Leban our road lay through a more mountain¬ 
ous and rocky country, of which we had a Ipecimen as foon as vi'e were mounted the 
next morning, our firft talk being to climb a very craggy and difficult mountain. In 
three quarters of an hour we left, at Ibme diftance on the right hand, a village called 
Cinga} and in one hour more we entered into a very narrow valley, between two high 
rocky hills, at the farther end of which we found the ruins of a village, and of a nfo- 
nafte^)^ In this very place, or hereabouts, Jacob’s Bethel is fuppofed to have been j 
v'here he had his ftony couch made eafy by that beautifj'ing vifion of God, and of 
the angels afeending and defcer.ding, on a ladder reaching from earth to heaven, 
Gen. 28. Near this place are the limits feparating between Ephraim and Benjamin, 
Jofli. 18. 13. 

From thence we palled through large olive-yards; and having left firft Geeb and then 
Selwid (two Arab villages) on the right hand, we came in an hour and a half to an 
old way, cut with great labour over a rocky precipice, and in one hour more we 
arrived at Beer. This is the place to which Jothara fled from the revenge of his brb- 
tlier Abimelech, Judg. 9, 21. It is fuppofed alfo to be the fame with Michnias. 
1 Sam. 14. 

Beer enjoys a very pleafant fituation, on an eafy declivity fronting fouthward. At 
the bottom of the hill, it has a plentiful fountain of excellent water, from which it 
has its name. At the upper fide are remains of an old church, built by the emprefs 
Helena, in memory of the blefled Virgin, who when flie went in queft of ‘the child 

^uis, it is related, Luke 2- 24, came (as tradition adds) to this city, and not finding 
Him, whom her foul loved, in the company, fhe fat dowm, weary and penfive at fo 
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fad a difapporntment^ in the very place wliere the church now ftands. Bat afterwards 
returning to Jerufalem, Jhe had her maternal fears turned into joy, when ^ Ihe found 
iiiin fitting in the Temple aniongft the doctors, botli hearing them, and afking them 
queftions/ 

All along this day’s travel from Kane I^eban to Beer, and alfo as far as we could fee 
round, the country difeovered quite a difierent face from what it had before, prefent^ 
ing nothing to the view in moft places, but naked rocks, mountains, and precipices. At 
fight of which, pilgrims are apt to be much aftoiiiftied and baulked in their expe£ta« 
tions ; fuidiog that country in fiich an inhofpitable condition, concerning wkofe plea- 
fantnefs and plenty they had before formed in their minds fuch high ideas, from the 
defcriptioii given of it in the ^vord of God ; infomueb that it almoft ftartles their faith, 
when they refleft, how it could be poflible, for a land like this to Ibpply food for fo 
prodigious a number of inhabitants, as are faid to have been polled in the melve tribes 
at one time ; the fum given in by Joab, 2 Sam. 24, amounting to no lefs than riurteeii 
hundred thoufand fighting men, befides women and children. But it is certain that 
any man, who is not a little biafied to infidelity before, may fee, as he pafles along, 
arguments enough to fupport his faith againft fuch fcruples. 

For it is obvious for any one to oblerve, that thefe rocks and hills mutl have been 
anciently covered with earth, and cultivated, and made to contribute to the maintenance 
of the inhabitants, no lels than if the country had been all plain ; nay perhaps much 
more ; forafmuch as fuch a mountainous and mieven furface affords a larger fpace of 
grotuid for cultivation, than this country would amount to, if it were all reduced to a 
perfefl: level. 

For the hufbanding of thefe mountains, their manner was to gather up the (tones, 
and place them in feveral lines, along the fides of the hills, in form of a walk By 
fuch borders, they fupported the mould from tumbling, or being wafhed down ; and 
formed many beds of excellent foil, riling gradually one above another, from the 
bottom to the top of the mountains. 

Of this form of culture you fee evident footfteps, wherever you go in all the 
mountains of Paleftine. Thus the very rocks were made fruitful. And perhaps there 
is no fpot of ground in tliis whole land, that was not formerly improved to the pro¬ 
duction of fomething or other, miniftering to the fuftenance of human life. For, than 
the plain countries, nothing can be more fruitful, whether for the produftion of corn 
or cattle, and confequently of milk. The Mils, though improper for all cattle, ex¬ 
cept goats, yet being difpofed into fuch beds as are afore-deferibed, ferved very well 
to bear corn, melons, gourds, cucumbers, and fuch like garden-ftuff, which makes 
the principal food of thefe countries for feveral months in the year. The moll rocky 
parts of all, which could not well be adjufted in that manner for the production of 
corn, might yet ferve for the plantation of vines and olive trees ; which delight to ex- 
traft, the one its fatnefs, the other its fprightly juice, chiefly out of fuch dry and 
flinty places. And the great plain joining to the dead fea, which by reafon of its fait- 
nefs might be thought unferviceable bodi for cattle, corn, olives, and vines, had yet its 
proper ufefulnefs, the nouriflmient of bees, and for the fabrick of honey; of which 
Jofephus gives us his tellimony, De Bell. Jud. lib. 5, cap. 4. And I have reafon to 
believe it, becaufe when 1 was there, I perceived i.i many places a fmell of honey and 
wax, as ftrong as if one had been in an apiary. Why then might not this country very 
well maintain the vafl number of its inhabitants, being in every part fo produftive of 
either milk, corn, wine, oil, or honey, which are the principal food of thefe eaitem 
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nations ? The conftjrution of their bodies, and the nature of their clime, inclining 
them to a more abfteinious diet than we ufe in England, and other colder regions. 
But I haften to Jerufalem. 

Leaving Beer, we proceeded as before, in a rude flony countr)% which yet yielded us 
the fight of leveral old ruined villages. In two hours and one third we came to the 
top of a liill, from whence we had the firfi:- profpeO: of Jerufalem ; Rama, anciently 
called Gibeah of Saul, being within view on the right hand, and the plain of Jericho, 
and the mountains of Gilead on the left. In one hour more we approached the tvalls 
of the holv city; but we could not enter immediately, it being neceffary firll to fend a 
meffenger to acquaint the governor of cur arrival, and to defire liberty of entrance. 
■Without which preceding ceremony, no Frank dares come within the walls. We 
therefore pafled along by the weft fide of the city, and coming to the comer above 
Belli lehem gate, made a flop there, in order to exped the return of our meffenger. 
We had not waited above half an hour, when he brought us our permiflion; and we 
entered accordmgly at Bethlehem gate. It is required of all Franks, unlefs they happen, 
to come in with fome public minifter, to difmount at the gate, to deliver their arms, and 
enter on foot: but we coming in company with the French conful, had the privilege to 
enter mounted and armed. Juft within the gate, we turned up a ftreet on the left hand, 
and were concluded by the conful to his own houfe, with mo ft friendly and generous 
invitations to make that our home, as long as we Ihould continue at Jerufalem. Having 
taken a little refrelhment, we went to the Latin convent, at which all Frank pilgrims 
are wont to be entertained. The guardian and friars received us with many kincl 
•welcomes, and kept us with them at fupper; after which we returned to the French 
conful’s to bed. And thus we continued to take our lodgiDgs at the conful’s, and our 
board with the friars, during our whole flay at Jerufalem. 

Friday, March 26.— I'lie next day being Good Friday in the Latin ftyle, the conful 
was obliged to go into the church of the Sepulchre, in order to keep his feaft; whither 
■we accompanied him, although our own Eafter was not till a week after theirs. We 
found the church doors guarded by feveral janizaries, and other Turkifli officers j who 
are placed here to watch, that none enter in, but fiich as have firft paid their appointed 
caphar. This is more or lefs, according to the country, or the charafter of the perfons 
that enter. For Franks, it is ordinarily fourteen dollars per head, unlefs they are eccle- 
fiaftics; for in that cafe it is but half fo much. 

Having once paid this caphar, you may go in and oat gratis as often as you pleafe 
during the whole feaft j provided-yon take the ordinary opportunities in which it is 
cuftomary to open the doors; but if you would have them opened at any time out of 
the common courfe, purpofely for your own private occafion, then the firft expence 
jnuft be paid again. 

The pilgrims being all admitted this day, the church doors were locked in the 
evening, and opened no more till Eafter day j by which we were kept in a dofe, but 
very happy confinement for three days. We fpent our time in viewing the ceremonies 
praftifed by the Latins at this feftival, and in vifiting the feveral holy places 5 all which 
we had opportunity to furvey, with as much freedom and deliberation as we pleafed. 

And now being got under the facred roof, and having the advantage of fo much 
leifure and freedom, I might expatiate in a large defeription of the feveral holy places 
which this church (as a cabinet) contains in it. But this would be a fiiperflnous pro- 
Jixity, fo many pilgrims having difeharged this office with fo much exactnefs already, 
and efpecially our learned fagacious counti^nian Mr. Sandys j whofe deferiptions and 
draughts, both of this church, and alfo of the other remarkable places in and about 
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Jerufalem, mufl be acknowledged fo faithful and pcrfed:, that tli^y leave very Utde ta 
be added by after-comers^ and nothing to be correded. I fliall content myfelf there- 
forCj to relate only what pafled in the church during this fedival, faying no more oftlie 
church itfeJfj than juft wbat is neceflary to make my account intelligible* 

The church of the Holy Sepulchre is founded upon Mount Calvary ^ wdtich is a fmall 
eminence or hill upon the greater Mount of Moriah. It was anciently appropriated 
to the execution of malefaftors^ and therefore fliut out of the walls of tlie city, as an 
execrable and polluted place. But fiiice it was made the altar on which was offered 
up the precious and alUfufficient facrifice for the fins of the whole world, it has re¬ 
covered itfelf from that infamy, and has been always reverenced and reforted to witli 
fiich devodon by all chrifthms, that it has attracted the city round about it^ and Hands 
now in the rnidft of Jerufalem, a great part of the hill of Sion being lliut out; of the walls,, 
to make room for the adiniflion of Calvary, 

In order to the fitting of this hill for the foundation of a church, the firft founders 
were obliged to reduce it to a plain area; which they did by cutting down feveral 
parts of the rock, and by elevating others* But in this work, care w^as taken that none 
of thofe parts of the hill, which were reckoned to be more immediately concerned in 
our bleffed Lord’s palllon, fliould be altered or diminiihed. Thus, that very part of 
Calvary, w^here they fay CliriJl; wds faffened to, and lifted upon his crofs, is left entire j 
being about ten or twelve yards fqaare, and {landing at this day fo high above the com¬ 
mon Boor of the church, that you have nventy-one fteps or Hairs to go up to its top : and 
the holy fepukhre itfelf, which W'as at firft a cave hewn into the rock under ground, 
having had the rock cut away from it all round, is now as it w^re a grotto abov^ 

church is lefs than one hundred paces long, and not more than fixty wide; and 
yet is fo contrived, that it is fuppofed to contain under its roof twelve or thirteen fanc- 
tuaries, or places confecrated to a more than ordinary veneration, by being reputed to 
have fonie particular actions done in them, relating to the death and refurre£lion of 
Chrift. As firft, the place where he was derided by the foldiers : fecondly, where the 
foldicrs divided his garments: thirdly, where he was Jhut up, whilft they digged the 
hole to fet the foot of the crofs in, and made all ready for his crucifixion ; fourthly, 
where he was nailed to the crofs : fifthly, where the crofs was ereded : fixthly, where 
the foldicr ftood that pierced his fide: feventhly, where his body was anointed in order 
to his burial: eighthly, where his body was depofited in the fepukhre : ninthly, where 
the angels appeared to the women after his refurreftion : tenthly, where Chrift him- 
felf appeared to Mary Magdalen, &c. The places where thefe and many other tilings 
relating to our bleffed Lord are faid to have been done, are all fuppofed to be con¬ 
tained within the narrow precincts of this church, and are all diftinguifiied and adorned 
with fo many feveral altars. 

In galleries round about the church, and alfo in little buildings annexed to it on the 
outfide, are certain apartments for the reception of friars and pilgriins; and in thefe 
places almoft every chriftian nation anciently maintained a fmall fociety of monks ; each 
fociety having its proper quarter alTigned to it, by the appointment of the Turks ^ fuch 
as the Latins, Greeks, Syrians, Armenians, Abyffines, Georgians, Neftorians, Cophtites, 
Maronites, &c. all which had ancientljr their feveral apartments in the church* But 
thefe have all, except four, forfaken their quarters; not being able ro fuftain the fevere 
rents and extordons which their Turkifh landlords impofe upon them. The Latins, 
Greeks, Armenians and Cophtites keep their footing ftill; but of thefe four, the Coph¬ 
tites have now only one poor reprefentative of their nation left j and the iixmenians are 
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nm fo much in debt, that It is fuppofed tliey are haftening apace to follow the examples 
of their brethren, who ha\"e deferted before them. 

Befidcs their feveral apartments, each fraternity have their altars and fanctuary^ 
properly and diftlnftly allotted to their own ufe. At which places they have a. 
peculiar right to perform their own divine fervice, and to exclude other nations from 
them. 

But that which has always been the great prize contended for by the feveral fefts, 
is the command and appropriation of the holy fepulchre; a privilege coiitefted with 
fo much unchriftiau fury and animofity, efpecially between the Greeks and Latins, 
that in difputing which party fhould go into it to celebrate their mafs, they have fome- 
times proceeded to blows and wounds, even at the very door of their fepulchre; 
mbigling their own blood with their facrifices. An evidence of which fury the father 
guardian fliewed u$ in a great fear upon his arm, which he told us was the mark of a 
wound given him by a fturdy Greek prieft in one of thefe unholy wars. Who can 
expect ever to fee thefe holy places refeued from the hands of infidels ? Or if they 
ftould be recovered, what deplorable contefts might be expected to follow about them I 
feeing even in their prefent llate of captivity, they are made the occalion of fuch uii- 
chriftian rage and animofity. 

For putting an end to thefe infamous quarrels, the French king interpofed, by a 
letter to the grand vifier, about twelve years fince ; requefling him to order the holy 
fepulchre to be put into the hands of the Latins, according to the tenor of the capitula¬ 
tion made in the year 1673. Lhe confequence of which letter, and of other infiances 
made by the French king, was, that the holy fepulchre was appropriated to the Latins ; 
this was not accompliftied till the year 1690, they alone having the privilege to fay 
mafs in it. And though it be permitted to chriftians of all nations to go into it for 
their private devotions, yet none may folemnize any public office of religion there but 
the Latins. ^ 

The dciily employment of thefe reelufes is to trim the lamps, and to make devotional 
vifits and procellions to the feveral fanftuaries in the church. Thus they fpend their 
time, many of them for four or fix years together; nay, fo far are fome tranfported 
with the pleafmg contemplations in which they here entertain themfelves, that they 
will never come out to their dying day, burying themfelves (as it were) alive in our 
Lord^s grave. 

The Latins, of whom there are always about ten or twelve refiding at the church, 
with a prefident over them, make every day a folemn proceflion, with tapers and 
crucifixes, and other proceffionary folemnities, to the feveral fanfliuaries; fmging at 
every one of them a Latin hymn relating to the fubjefl ot each place, Thefe Latins, 
being more polite and exact in their funftions than the other monks here refiding, and 
alfo our converfation being chiefly with them, I will only deferibe their ceremonies, 
without taking notice of what was done by others, who did not fo much come under 
our obfervadon. 

Their ceremony begins on Good Friday night, which is called by them the nox tene-- 
hrofa^ and is obferved with fuch an extraordinary folemnity, that I cannot omit to give 
a particular deferiprion of it. 

As foon as it grew duik, all the friars and pilgrims were convened in the chapel of 
the apparition (which is a fmall oratory on the north fide of the holy grave, adjoining 
to the apartment of the Larins), in order to go in a proceffionround the church. 
before they fet out, one of the friars preached a fermon in Italian in that chapel. He 
began his difeourfe thus 5 In quejia none tenebrofa^ at which words all the candles 
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were infbntly put out, to yield a liveiier image of the occafion. And fo we were held 
by the preacher, for near half an hour, very much in the dark. Sermon being ended, 
every perfon prefent had a large lighted taper put into liis hand, as if ir were to 
make amends for the former durknefs ; and the crucifixes and other utenfils were 
'difpofed in order for beginning the proceflion. Among [1 the other crucifixes, there 
was one of a very large fize, which bore upon it the image of our Lord, as big as the 
life. The image was faflened to it with great nails, crowned with thorns, befmeai^ed 
witii blood "3 and fo exquifitely was it formed, that it reprefented in a very lively manner 
the lamentable fpeflacle of our Lord’s body, as it hung upon the crols. ihis figure 
was carried all along in the head of the proceffion j after wdilch the company followed 
to all the fanfluaries in the church, fmging their appointed hymn at everj^ one- 

The firft place they vifited was that of the pillar of fiagellation, a large piece of which 
is kept in a little cell juft at the door of the chapel of the Apparition, d’here they fung 
their proper hymn j 'apd another friar entertained the company with a fermon in Spanifh, 
touching the fcourging of our Lord. 

From hence they proceeded in folemn order to the prifon of Ghrift, where they pre¬ 
tend he was fecured whilii the foldiers made things ready for his crucifixion j here 
Jikewife they fung tlieh hymn, and a third friar preached in French, 

From the prifon they went to the altar of the divifion of ChrifFs garments } where 
they only fung their hymn, without adding any fermon* 

Having done here, they advanced to the chapel of the Denfion; at which, after 
their hymn, they had a fourth fermon, as I remember, in French, 

From this place they went up to Calvary, leaving their fhoes at the bottom of the 
flairs. Here are two altars to be vifited; one where oor Lord is fuppofed to have been 
nailed to his crofs ; another where his crofs was erefied. At the former of thele they 
laid down the great crucifix (which I but now deferibed) upon the floor, and adled a 
kind of a refemhlance of ChrilVs being nailed to the crofs ; and af ter the hymn one of 
the friars preached another fermon in Spanifh, upon the crucifixion. 

From hence they removed to the adjoining altar, where the crofs is fuppofed to have 
been erefled, bearing the image of our Lord^s body. At this altar is a hole in the 
natural rock, faid to be the very fame individual one, in which the foot of our Lord's 
crofs flood. Here they fet up their crofs, with the bloody crucified image upon it; and 
leaving it in that pofture, they fir ft fung their hymn, and then the father guardian, 
fitting in a chair before it, preached a paflibn fermon in Italian, 

At about one yard and a half diftance from the hole in which the foot of the crofs 
was fixed, is feen that memorable cleft in the rock, faid to have been made by the earth¬ 
quake which happened at the fuffering of the God of Nature; when (as St* Matthew, 
chap* 27, V. 51, witneiieth) ^ the rocks rent, and the very graves were opened,’ This 
cleft, as to what now appears of it, is about a fpan wide at its upper part, and two deep; 
after which it clofes ; but it opens again below (as you may lee in another chnpel con¬ 
tiguous to the fide of Calvary) ; and runs down to an unknown depth in the earth* 
That this rent was made by the earthqualce that happened at our Lord’s paflion, there 
is only tradition to prove: but that it is a natural and genuine breach, and not counter¬ 
feited by any art, the fenfe and reafon of every one that fees it may convince him ; *for 
the Tides of it fit like two tallys to each other; and yet it runs in fuch intricate windings 
as enuid not well be counterfeited by art, nor arrived at by any inftruments. 

The ceremony of thepaflion being over, and the guardian’s fermon ended, two friars, 
perfonating the one Jofeph of Arimathea, the other Nicodemus, approached the crofs, 
and with a moll folemn concerned air, both of afpeft and behaviour, drew out the great 

4 nails. 


BT H£NRY MAUNDRELL* 


343 

naits, and took down the feigned body from the crofs. It was an effigy fo contrived^ 
that its liinbs were foft and flexible, as if they had been real fiefh ; and nothing couid 
be more furprifing, than to fee the two pretended mourners bend down the arms, wliich 
were before extended, and difpofe them upon the trunk, in fuch a manner as is ufual 
in corpfes. 

The body being tal^en down from the crofs, was received in a fair large winding- 
flieet, and carried down from Calvary; the whole company attending as before, to the 
ftone of unction, This'is taken for the very place w^here the precious body of our Lord 
was anointed, and prepared for the burial, John i9> 39* Here they laid down their 
imaginary corpfe; and calling over it feveral fweet powders and fpices, wrapt it up in 
the wiiiding*fheet: wffiilft this was doing, they fung their proper hymn, and after¬ 
wards one of the friars preached in Arabick, a foneral fermon, 

Thefe obfequies being fimihed, they carried oft' their fancied corpfe, and laid it in the 
fepulchre*, Ihutting up the door till Eafter morning. And now altei' fo many fermons, 
and fo long, not to fay tedious a ceremony, it may well be imagined, that the wearinefs. 
of the congregation, as well as the hour of the night, made it needful to go to reft. 

Saturday, March 27.—^The next morning noticing extraordinary pafied; which gave 
many of the pilgrims leifure to have their arms marked with the ufual enftgns of Jeru- 
Ikkm. The artifts, who undertake the operation, do it in this manner ; they have 
ftamps ill wood of any figure that you defire, which they fir ft print ofiT upon your arm 
with powder of charcoal; then taking two very fine needles tied clofe together, and 
dipping them often, like a pen, in certain mk, compounded, as I was informed, of 
gunpowder and ox-gall, they make with them fmall punfluresall along the lines of the 
figure which they have printed ; and then waftiing the part in wine, conclude the work., 
'i^hefe pundtures they make with great quicknefs and dexterity, and with fcarce any 
fmart, feldom piercing fo deep as to draw blood. 

In theaftei'uoon of this day, the congregation was aifeinbled in the ai'ea before the holy 
grave; where the friars fpent fonie hours in finging over the Lamentations of Jeremiah, 
which fun£lion, with the ufual proceftion to the holy places, was all the ceremony 
this day. 

Sunday, Maich 28.—On Eafter morning the fepulchre was^ again fet open very 
early. The clouds of the former morning were cleared up ; and the Ifiars put on a 
face of joy and ferenily, as if It had been the real juncture of our Lord^s refurredlion. 
Nor doubtlefs was this joy feigned, whatever their mourning might be, this being the 
day in which their Lenten difciplines expired, and they were come to a full belly again. 

Themafs was celebrated this morning juft before the holy fepulchre, being the moft 
eminent place in the church; where the father guardian had a throne erected, and 
being arrayed in epifcopal robes, with a mitre on his head, in the fight of the Turks, he 
gave the hoft to all that were difpofed to receive it; not refufmg children of feveii or 
eight years old. This office being ended, we made our e;rit out of the fepulchre, and 
returning to the convent, dined with the friars- 

After dinner, we took an opportunify, to go and vifit fome- of the remarkable places ■ 
without the city walk; we began with thofe on the north fide. 

The firft place we \s^ere conducled to was a large grot, a little without Damafcus gate;, 
faid to have been fome time the refidence of Jeremiah. On the left fide of it, is fhewii 
the prophet^s bed, being a fiielve on the rock, about eight feet from the ground; and 
not for frc n this, is the place where they fay he wrote his Lamentations. This place is 
at prefent a college of dervifes, and fo held in great veneration by the Turks and Jews,, 
as well as Chriftians., 

The: 
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The next place we came to, was thofe famous grots called the Sepulchres of the Kings; 
but for what reafon they go by that name is hard to refolve; for it is certain none of the 
kings, either of Ifrael or Judah, w'ere buried here; the holy icriptures affigning other 
places for their fepultures; unlefs it may be thought perhaps that Hezekiah w'as here 
interred, and that thefe were the fepulchres of the foils of David, mentioned a Chron. 
32,33. Whoever was buried here, tliis is certain, that the place itfelf difeovers fo 
great an expenfe both of labour and treafure, that we may well fuppofe it to have been 
the work of kings. You approach to it at the eafl fide, through an entrance cut out of 
the natural rock, which admits you into an open court of about forty paces fquares, cut 
down into the rock, with which it is encompaffed inilead of walls- On the fouth fide 
of the court is a portico, nine paces loitg and four broad, hewn llkewife out of the 
natural rock. This is a kind of architrave running along its front, adorned with fculp* 
ture of fruits and flowers, flill difceniible, but by time much defaced. At the end of 
the portico on the left hand, you defeend to the paflage into the fepulchres. The door 
is now fo obftructed w'ith ftones and rubbifli, that it is a thing of fome difficulty to 
creep through it. But within you arrive in a large fair room, about feven or eight 
yards fquare, cut out of the natural rock. Its fides and ceiling are fo exactly fquare, 
and its angles fo juft, that no architeft with levels and plummets could build a room 
more regular; and the whole is fo firm and entire, that it may be called a chamber 
hollowed oilt of one piece of mai’ble. From this room, you pafs into (I think) 
fix more, one within anotlier, all of the fame fabrick with the firft. Of thefe, the 
two innermoft are deeper than the reft, having a fecond defeent of about fix or leveii 
fteps into them. 

In every one of thefe rooms, except the firft, W'ere coffins of ftone placed in niches 
in the fides of tlie chambers. They had been at firft covered w'ith handfome lids, and 
carved with g-arlands; but now moft of them were broke to pieces by facrilegious hands. 
The fides and ceiling of the rooms were always dropping, with the moift damps con- 
denfing upon them. To remedy which nuifance, and to preferve thefe chambers of 
the dead polite and clean, there was in each room a fmall channel cut in the floor, 
which ferved to drain the drops that fall conftantly into it. 

But the moft furprifmg thing belonging to thefe fob terraneous chambers was their 
doors, of which there is only one that remains hanging, being left as it were on pur- 
pofe to puzzle the beholders. It confifted of a plank offlone of about fix inches in 
•thicknefs, and in its other dimenfions equalling the fize of an ordinary door, or fome- 
what lefs. It was carved in foch a manner as to refetnble a piece of wainfeot; the ftone 
of which it was made, was vifiblj of the fame kind with the whole rock; and it turned 
upon two hinges in the nature of axles. Thefe hinges were of the fame entire piece of 
ftone with the door; and were contained in two holes of the immoveable rock, one at 
the top, the other at the bottom. 

From this defeription it is obvious to ftart a queftion, how foch doors as thefe were 
made; whether they were cut out of the rock, in the fame place and maimer as they now 
hang; or whether they were brought, and fixed in their ftation like other doors ? One 
of thefe muft be fuppofed to have been done; and which foever part we choofe, as moft 
probable, it feems at firft glance to be not without its difficulty. But thus much I have 
to fay, for the refolviiig of this riddle (which is wont to create no fmall difpute amongft 
pilgrims), viz. that the door which was left hanging, did not touch its lintel by at 
ieatl two inches; fo that I believe it might eafily have been lifted up and unhinged. 
And the doors whkh had been thrown down, had their hinges at the upper end twice 
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2s long as thofe at the bottom^ ^vhich feems to intimate pretty plainly, by wliat method 
this work was iiccomphflied. 

From thefe fepulchres we returned towardUhe city again, and juit by Herod's gate 
were *fliewn a grotto full of fdthy water and mire. This paffes for the dungeon in 
wliich JereniialV was kept by Zedekiah, till enlarged by the charity of Ebed Meleck, 
Jen 38, At this place we concluded our vifits for that evening, 

Monday, March 29,—The next day being Eafter Monday, the mofolem or governor 
of the city fet our, according to cuftom, with feveral bands of foldiers, to ^:oiivey the 
pilgrims to Jordan, Without this guard, there is no going thither, by reafon of the 
multitude and inlblence of the Arabs in thefe parts. The fee to the inofolem for Im 
company and foldiers upon this occafion, is Lweh^e dollars for each Frank pilgrim, but 
if they be ecclefiafticks, fix^ which you mu ft pay, whether you are difpofed to go the 
journey or flay in the city. We went out at St, Stephen's gate, being in all, of every 
nation and fex, about two thoufand pilgrims. Having croiTed the valley of Jehofephat, 
and part of Mount Olivet, we came in half an hour to Bethany; at prefent only a fmall 
village* At the firft entrance into it, is an old ruin, which they call Lazarus's caflle, 
fuppofed to have been the manfion houfe of that favourite of our Lord, At the bottom 
of a fmall defcent, not far from the caftle, is fhewn the fepulchre out of wliich he was 
raifed to a fecond mortality, by that enlivening voice of Chrift, ^ Lazarus come forth/ 
You defcend into the fepulchre by twenty-five fteep ftairs; at the bottom of which, you 
arrive firft In a fmall fquate room, and from thence you creep down into another lefler 
room about a yard and a half deeper, in which the body is faid to have been laid. 
This place is held in great veneration by the Turks, who ufe it for an oratory, and 
demand of all chriftians a fmall caphar for their admiflion into it* 

About a bow Ibot &om lienee you pafs by the place which, they fay, was Mary Mag¬ 
dalen's habitation j and then defeendng a fteep hill, you come to the Fountain of the 
Apoftles; fo called, becaufe, as the tradirion goes, thofe holy perfons were wont 10 
reffefii themfelves here, in their frequent travels between Jenifalem and Jericho. And 
indeed it is a thing very probable, and no more than I believe is done by all that travel 
.this way; the fountain being clofe by the road fide, and very inviting to the thirfty 
paffenger. 

From this place you proceed in an intricate way amongft hills and valleys inter*- 
changeably; all of a very barren afpeft at prefent, but difeovering evident figns of the 
labour of the huihandman in ancient times. After fome hours travel in this fort of road, 
^ou arrive at the mountainous defart into which our blelfed Saviour was led by the Spirit, 
to be tempted by the Devil. A moft miferable dry barren place it is, confifting of high 
^■ocky mountains, fo tom and difordered, as if the earth had here fuffered fome great 
convulfion, in which its very bowels had been turned outward. On the left hand, 
looking down in a deep valley, as wepafied along, wefaw fome ruins of fmall cells and 
cottages, which they told us were formerly the habitations of hermits retiring hither 
for penance and mortification. And certainly there could not be found in the whole 
earth a more comfortlefs and abandoned place, for that pufpofe. From the top of thefe 
hills of defolation, we had, however, a delightful profpeft of the mountains of Arabia, 
the Dead Sea, and the plain of Jericho; into which laft place we defeended, after about 
five hours march from Jerufalem^ As foon as we entered the plain, we turned up on 
the left hand, and going about one hour that way, came to the foot of the Quarantania ; 
which, they fay, is the mountain into which the Devil took our blelfed Saviour, when 
he tempted him with that vifiOnary feene of all the kingdoms and glories of the world. 
It is, as St, Matdiew ftyles it, aa exceeding high mountain, and in its afeent not only 
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difiicult, but dangerous. It has a fmall chapel at the top, and another about half way 
up, founded upon a prominent part of the rock: near this latter are feveral caves and 
holes in the fide of the mountain, made ufe of anciently by hermits, and by fome at this 
day, for places to keep their Lent in; in imitation of that of our blefled Saviour. In 
rnofl of thefe grots we found certain Arabs quartered, with fire-arms, who obftruSed 
our afcem, demanding two hundred dollars for leave to go up the mountains. So we 
departed without farther trouble, not a little glad to have fo good an excufe for not 
climbing fo dangerous a precipice. 

Turning down from hence into the plain, we palTed by a ruined aquedufl:, and a 
convent in the fame condition: and in about a mile’s riding came to the fountain of 
Elilha j fo called, becaufe miraculoufly purged from its brackiflinefs by that prophet, 
at the requeft of the men of Jericho, 2 Kings, 2. 19. Its waters are at prefent received 
in a bafin, about nine or ten paces long, and five or fix broad j and from thence ifiuing 
out in good plenty, divide themfelves into feveral fmall ftreams, difperfing their refrefh- 
ment to all the field between this and Jericho, and rendering it exceeding fruitful. Clofe 
by the fountain grows a large tree fpreading into boughs over the water, and here in the 
fiiade we took a collation, with the father guardian, and about thirty or forty friars more, 
wJio went this journey with us. 

About one third of an hour's diftance from hence is Jericho, at prefent only a poor 
nafty village of the Arabs. We were here carried to fee a place where Zaccheus’s 
houfe is faid to have flood; which is only an old fquare Hone building, on the fouth 
fide of Jericho- About two furlongs from hence, the mofolem, with his people had 
encamped; and not far from them we took up our quarters this night. 

Tuefday, March 30.—The next morning we fet out very early for Jordan, where 
we arrived in two hours. W^e found the plain very barren as we paifed along it, pro¬ 
ducing nothing but a kind of famphire, and other fuch marine plants. I obferved in 
many places of the road, where puddles of water had flood, a whitenefe upon the fur- 
face of the ground; which, upon trial, I found to be a cruft of fait, caufed by the water 
to rife out of the earth, in the fame manner as it does every year in the valley of Salt 
near Aleppo, after the winter’s inundation. Thefe faline efflorefcences 1 found at fome 
leagues diftance from the Dead Sea j which demonftrates, that the whole valley muft be 
all over plentifully impregnated with that mineral. 

Within about a furlong of the river, at that place where we vifited it, there was an 
old ruined church and convent, dedicated to St. John in memory of the baptizing of 
our bleffed Lord. It is founded, as near as could be conj earned, to the very placfe 
where he had the honour to perform that facred office, and to wafh Him who was iir- 
finitely purer than the water itfelf. On the farther fide of the foreraendoned convent 
there runs along a fmall defcent, which you may fitly call the firfl and outermoft bank 
of Jordan; as fer as which it may be fuppofed the river does, or at lead did anciently 
overflow, at fome feafons of the year, viz. at the time of harveft, Jofh. 3. 15, or as it is 
expreffed, Chron. 12. 15, in the firfl month, that is in Miirch. But at prefent (whether 
it be becaufe the river has, by its rapidity of current, worn its channel deeper than it was 
formerly, or whether becaufe its waters are diva'ted fome other way) it feems to have 
forgot its ancient greatnefs : for we could difcern no fign or probability of fiich ovep* 
flowings, when we were there, which was the thirdeth of March, being the proper dme 
for thefe inundations. Nay, fo far was the river from overflowing,, that it ran at leaft 
two yards below the brink of its channel. 

After having defcended the outermoft bank, you go about a furlong upon a level 
ftrand, before you come to the immediate bank of the river. This fecond bank is 
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fo befet with bu/fics and trees, fuch as tamarifk, willows, oleanders, &c* that you can 
fee no water till you have made your way through them. In this thicket arciently 
{and the fame is reported of it at this day) feveral forts of wild beafts were wont to 
harbour thenifelves j whofe being wafhed out of the covert by the ov: rflnwmgs of the 
river, gave occafion to that allufion, Jerem, 49, 19, and 50, 44, ^ He fiiall come up 

like a lion from the fwelling of Jordan’, 

No fooner were we arrived at the river, and difmounted, in order to fatisfy that 
curiofity and devotion, which brought us thither, but we tvere alarmed by foine 
troops of Arabs appearing on the other fide, and firing at us ; but at too great a dif- 
tance to do any execution. This intervening difturbance liindred the friars from per¬ 
forming their fervice prefcribed for this place ; and feemed to put them in a terrible 
fear of their lives, beyond what appeared in the reft of the company ; though con- 
fidering the fordidnefs of their prefent condition, and the extraordinar)' rewards, which 
they boaft to be theu' due in the world to come, one would think in reafon, they of all 
men fliould have the lead caufe to difcover fo great a fear of death, and fo much fond- 
nefs of a life like theirs* 

But this alarm was foon over, and every one returned to his former piirpofe : fome 
dripped and bathed themfelves in the river 5 others cut down boughs from the trees j 
every man was employed one way or other, to take a memorial of this fiimous stream. 
The water was very turpid, and too rapid to be fwam againd. For its breadth, it 
might be about twenty yards over ; and in depth it far exceeded my height* On the 
other fide there feemed to be a mucli larger thicket than on that where we were ; 
but we dnrd not fwim over, to take any certain account of that region, for fear of the 
Arabs; there being three guns fired jud over againd us, and (as we might guefs by 
their reports) very near the river. 

Having finifhed our delign here, we were fummoned to return by the mofolem ; 
who carried us back into the middle of the plain, and there fitting under his tent, made 
us pafs before him, man by man, to the end he might take the more exaft account of us, 
and lofe nothing ofhiscaphai'. We feemed at this place to be near the Dead Sea, and 
fome of us had a great defire to go nearer, and take a view of thofe prodigious waters. 
But this could not be attempted, without the licence of our commander in chief. We 
-therefore fent to requed his permillion for our going, and a guard to attend us; both 
which he readily granted, and we immediately profecuted our purpofe. 

Coming wathin about half an hour of the fea, we found the ground uneven, and 
varied into hillocks, much refembling thofe places in England where there have been 
anciently lime-kilns. Whether thefe might be the pits at which the kings of Sodom 
and Gomorrah were overthrown by the four kings, Gen, 14. lo, I will not de^ 
termine. 

Coming near the fea we paffed through a kind of coppice, of bullies and reeds; in 
the midft of which our guide, who was an Arab, Ihewed us a fountain of fj^cfh winter, 
rifing not above a furlong from the fea; frefli water he called it, but we found it 
brackilh. 

The Dead Sea is enclofed on the eaft and weft with exceeding high mountains; on 
the north it is bounded with the plain of Jericho, on which fide alfo it receives the waters 
of Jordan ; on the fouth it is open, and extends beyond the reach of the eye. It is 
faid to be twenty-four leagues long, and fix or feven broad. 

On the ihore of the lake we found a black fort of pebbles, which being held in the 
flame of a candle foon bums, and yields a fmoke of an intolerable fteiich. It ha« this 
property, that it lofes only of its weight, but not of its bulk by burning. The hills 
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bordering upon the lake, are faid to abound with this fort of fulphureous ftones. I faw 
pieces of it at the convent of St. John in the Wildneefs, two feet fquare. They were 
carved in ba0b reiievo^ and poliflied to as great a luilre as black marble is capable of^ 
and were deligned for the ornament of the new church at the convent. 

It is a common tradition, that birds attempting to fly over this fea, drop do^ra dead 
into it j and that no filh, nor other fort of animal can endure thefe deadly waters. The 
former report I fa\? afiuidly confuted, by feveral birds flying about and over the fea, 
without any vifible harm ; the latter alfo I have fome reaJbn to fulpeci as falfe, having 
obferved among the pebbles on the Ihore, two or three fliells of fifh refembling oyflier- 
Ihells, Thefe were call up by the waves, at two hours diftance from the mouth of 
Jordan; which I mention, left it fliould be fufpe£led that they might be brought into 
the fea that way. 

As for the bitumen, for which the fea had been fo famous, there was none at the 
place where we were. But it is gathered near the mountains on both fides in great* 
plenty. I had feveral lumps of it brought me to Jerufalera. It exa£tly refembles pitch, 
and cannot readily be dilUnguillied from it, but by the fulphureoufnefs of its fiiiell 
and tafte. 

The water of the lake was very limpid, and fait to the higheft degree; and not only 
fait, but alfo extreme bitter and naufeous. Being willing to make an experiment of its 
ftrength, I went into it, and found it bore up my body in fwiiniiiing with an uncommon 
force. But as for that relation of fome authors, that men wading into it were buoyed 
up to the top, as foon as they go as deep as the navel i I found it, upon experiment,, 
not true. 

Being delirous to fee the remains (if there were any) of thofe cities anciently lituate^ 
in this place, and made fo dreadful an example of the divine vengeance, I diligently fur- 
veyed the waters, as far as my eye could reach ; but neither could I difcern any heaps, 
of ruins, nor any fmoke afcending above the furface of the water; as is uiiially defcribed 
in the writings and maps of geographers- But yet I muft not omit what was con¬ 
fidently attelled to me by the father guardian, and procurator of Jerulalem; both 
men in years, and feemingly not deftitute either of fenfe or probity, viz. that they had 
.once aftually feen one of thefe ruins ; that it was fo near the ftiore, and the waters fo 
fhallow, at that time, that they together with fome Frenchmen went to it, and found 
there feveral pillars, and other fragments of buildings. The caufe of our being deprived 
of this fight was, I fuppofe, the height of the water. 

On the weft fide of the fea is a final! promontory, near which, as our guides told us,. 
Hood the monument of Lot's metamorphofed wife; part of which (if they may be 
credited) is vifible at this day. But neither would the prefent occafion permit us to 
go and examine the truth of this relation ; neither, had the opportunity lerved,. could 
we give faith enough to their report, to induce ns to go- on fuch an errand.. 

As for the apples of Sodom, fo much talked of, I neither faw, nor heard of any here*^ 
abouts : nor was there any tree to be feen near the lake, from which one might expect 
fuch a kind of fruit* ; which induces me to believe that there may be a greater deceit 
in ^this fruit, than that which is ufually reported of itand that its very being as well 
as its beauty, is a fiction, only kept up, as my lord Bacon obferves many other falfe no¬ 
tions are, becaufe it ferves for a good allufion, and helps the poets to a fimilit ude.. 

In our return from the Dead Sea, at about one hour's diftance from it, we came to.an 
old ruined Greek convent. There was good part of the church remaining, with, 
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feveral pieces of painting entire; as the figures of feveral Greek faints, and over the altar 
the reprefeniation of our Lord’s laft fupper, with this text of holy writ feirly inferibed, 
AaGiTt Hereabout, and alfo in many other places of the plain, I per¬ 

ceived a ftrong fceiit of honey and wax, (the fun being very hot); and the bees were 
very induflrious about the bloffoms of that fait weed which the plain produces. In 
about one hour and a half more we returned to our tents and company, at the fame 
place where we llept the night before; and there we fpent this night alfo. 

Amongft the produfts of tliis place, I faw a very remarkable fruit, called by the 
Arabs zacho-ne. It grows upon a thorny bufh, with fmail leaves ; and both in fhape 
and colour refembles a fraall unripe walnut. The kernel of this fruit the Arabs bray 
in a mortar j and then putting the pulp into fcalding water, they ikim oiFan oil, which 
rifes to the top. This oil they take inwardly for bruifes, and apply it outwardly to 
green wounds, preferring it before balm of Gilead. I procured a bottle of it, and have 
found it, upon fmail trials, a very healing medicine. The rofes of Jericho were not to 
be found at this feafon. 

Wednefday, Mai-ch 31.—This morning we all decamped at half an hour after two, 
^nd returning the fame way by which we came, arrived in about fix hours near the walls 
of Jerufalem. Our company did not think fit to enter the city, refolving to go imme¬ 
diately for Bethlehem. In order to which, we turned down into the valley of Jeho- 
laphat; and fo pafling by the city, inftantly took the road to the place intended. 

From Jerufalem to JSethleliem, is but two hours travel. The country through which 
the road lies, is the valley of Rephaim; aa may be gathered from Jos. Ant. lib. 4, 
cap 10. A valley fo famous for being the theatre of David’s victories againft the 
Philiftines, 3 Sam. 5. 23. In the road you meet with thefe following remarkable 
places. Flrft, a place faid to be the houfe of Simeon, that venerable old prophet, who 
taking our bleffed Saviour in his arms, fung his ‘ nunc dimittis’ in the temple. Secondly, 
the famous turpentine tree, in the lliade of which the blefled Virgin is faid to have re- 
pofed, when fhe was carrying Chrift in her arms, to prefent him to the Lord at Jerulalem. 
Thirdly, a convent dedicated to St. Elias, the imprefs of whofe body, the Greek monl^ 
refiding here pretend to fhew in a hard ftone, which was wont to ferve him for his 
bed. Near this convent alfo is a well, where you are told it was that the ftar appeared 
fo the eaftern magi, to their exceeding joy. Fourthly, Rachel’s tomb ; this may probably 
be the true place of her interment, mentioned Gen. 35. 19- Unt the prefent fepul- 
chral monumeiu can be none of that which Jacob erefted: for it appears plainly to be 
a modem and Turkilh ftrudture. Near this monument is a little piece of ground, in 
which are picked up a little fort of fmail round {tones, exaftly refembling pe^e; con¬ 
cerning which they have 1 tradition here, that they were once truly what they now feero 
to be; but that the blefled Virgin petrified them by a miracle, in pnniftnnent to a 
fui Iy ruftiek, who denied her the charity of a handful of them to relieve her 
hunger. 

Being arrived at Bethlehem, we immediately made a circular vifit to all the holy- 
places belonging to it: as namely, the place where it is faid onr blefled Lord was born j 
the manger in which it is faid he was laid; the chapel of St. Jofeph, his fuppofed 
father; that of the Innocents; thofe of St. Jerom, of St. Paula and Euftochium, and 
of Eufebius of Cremona; and laftly, the fchool of St. Jerom. All which places it 
fhall fuffice jufl: to name. 

From the top of the church, we had a large prolpefl: of the adjacent country. The 
mo;l remarkable places in view were Tekoah, fituate on the fide of a hill, about nine 
miles dillant to the fguthward; Engedi, diftant about three miles eailward j and 
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lA'bat farther off^ the fame wtiy^ a high fharp hill, called the Mountain of the Franks, 
becaufe defended by a part\^ of the crufaders forty years after the lofs of Jerufalem. 

Thurfclay, April i . —I'his moniing we went to fee fome remarkable places in the 
neiglibourhood of Bethiehem* The fir ft place that we directed our courfe to, was 
thofe famous fountains, pools and gardens, about one hour and a quarter diflant from 
Bethlehem fonthward, faid to have been the contrivance and deliglu of king Solomon. 
To thefe works and places of pleafure that great prince is fuppofed to alkide, EccL 2. 
i;, 6, where amongfl the other inftances of his magnificence, he reckons up his gardens, 
and vineyards, and pools. 

As for the pools, they are three in number, lying in a row above each other ; being 
fo difpofed, that the waters of the uppermoft may defcend into the fecond, and thofe 
of the fecond into the third. Their figure is quadrangular ; the breadth is the fame in 
all, amounting to about ninety paces: and in their length there is fome diftereiice 
between them : the firfl being about one hundred and fixty paces long, the fecond two 
hundred, the third two hundred and twenty. They all are lined with wall, and 
plaiftered, and contain a great depth of u^ter. 

Ciofe by the pools is a pleafant cafile of a modern flrufture; and at about the dif- 
tance of one hundred and forty paces from them, is the fountain from w^hich principally 
thev deidve their waters. This, the friars will have to be that fealed fountain, to which 
the" holy fpoufe is compared, Can. 4. 12. And, in confirmation of tliis opinion, they 
pretend a tradition, that king Solomon lliut up thefe fprings, and kept the door of them 
fealed ivith his fignet; to the end that he might preferve the waters for his drinking, in 
their natural frefiinefs and purity. Nor was it difficult thus to fecure them, they rifing 
under ground, and having no avenue to them but a little hole like to the mouth of a 
narrow well. Through this hole you defcend direftly down, but not without fome 
difficulty, for about four yards; and then arrive m a vaulted room, fifteen paces long, 
and eight broad. Joining to this, is another room of the fame fafluon, but fomewhat 
iejk I 3 oth thefe rooms are covered with handfome ftone arches, very ancient, and 
perhaps the work of Solomon himlelf. 

You find here four places at which the water rifes: from thofe feparate fources it is 
conveyed by Uttle rivulets, into a kind of bafin, and from thence is carried by a large 
fubteiTaneous paflage down into the pools. In the way, before it arrives at the pools, 
there is an aqueduft of brick pipes, which receives part of the ftream, and carries it by 
many turnings and windings, about the mountains, to Jerufalem, 

Below the pools here runs down a narrow rocky valley, enclofed on both tides with 
high mountains. This, the friars will have to be the enclofed garden, alluded to in the 
fame place of the Canticles before cited. * A garden enclofed is my filler, my fpoufe ; 
a fpring fluit up, a fountain fealed/ What truth there may be in this conjefture, I 
cannot abfolutely pronounce. As to the pools, it is probable enough, they may be 
the fame with Solomon’s; there not being the like llore of excellent fpring-water to 
be met with any where elfe, throughout all Palellme, But for the gardens one may 
fafely affirm, that if Solomon made them, in the rocky ground which is now alfigned 
for them, .he demonffirated greater power and wealth in finifliing his defign, than he 
did wifdom in choofing the pkce for it. 

From thefe memorials of Solomon, we returned towards Bethlehem again, in order 
to vifit fome places nearer home. The places we faw were the field where it is faid 
the (hepherds were watching fheir flocks, when they received the glad tidings of the 
birth of Chriff ; and not far from the field, the village where they dwelt; and a 
Utile on the right hand of the village, an old defolate nunnery built St. Paula, and 
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made the more memorable by her dying in it, Thefe places are all within about half a 
mile of the conventj mflru^ard j and with thefe we finiflied this morning’s work. 

Having feen what is ufually vifited on the fouth and eaft of Bethlehem^ we 
walked out after dinner to the weftward, to fee what was remarkable on that fide. The 
fird place we were guided to was the Well of David, fo called, becaufe held to be the 
fame that David fo paflionately thirfted after, a Sam, 23, 15, It is a well (or raiher a 
ciitem) fopplied only with rain, without any natural excellency in its W'aters to make them 
defirable j but it feems David’s fpirit had a farther aim. 

About two furlongs beyond this well, are to be feen fome remains of an old aqueduft, 
which anciently conveyed the waters from Solomon’s pools to Jerufalem. This is faid 
to be the genuine work of Solomon ; and may well be allowed to be iii reality, what 
it is pretended for. It is carried all along upon the furface of the ground, and is com- 

pofed of {tones-feet fquare, and-thick, perforated with a cavity of-inches 

diameter, to make the channel, Thefe ftonesarelet into each other with a fillet framed 
round about the cavity to prevent leakage; and united to each other with fo firm a 
cement, that that they will fometimes fooner break (though a kind of coarfe marble) 
than endure a reparation. This train of Hones was covered, for its greater fecuiity, 
with a cafe of fmaller Hones, laid over it in a very Hrong mortar. The whole work 
feems to be endued with fuch abfolute fimmefs, as if it had been defigiied for etermry^ 
But the Turks have deinonHrated in this inHance, that nothing can be fo well wrought, 
but they are able to deHroy it. For of this Hrong aqueduft, which was carried 
formerly five or fix leagues, with fo vail expence and labour, you fee now only here and 
there a fragment remaining. 

Returning from this place, we went to fee the Greek and Armenian convents * which 
are contiguous to that of the Latins, and have each their feveral doors opening into 
the chapel of the Holy Manger, The next place we went to fee was the grot of the 
bleHed Virgin, It is within thirty or forty yards of the convent; and is reverenced 
upon the account of a tradition, that the blelfed Virgin here liid herfelf and her divine 
Babe from the fury of Herod, for fome time before their departure into Egypt, The 
grot is hollowed into a chalky rock ; but this whitenefs they mil have to be not na¬ 
tural, but to have been occafioned by fome miraculous drops of the blefled Virgin’s 
milk, which fell from her breaH while Ihe was fuckling die Holy Infant. And fo much 
are they pofTeffed with this opinion, that they believe the chalk of this grotto has a 
miraculous virtue for encreafmg women’s milk. And I was aflui'ed from many hands, 
that it is very frequently taken by the women hereabouts, as well Turks and Arabs,, 
as Chriftians, for that purpofe, and that with very good effeO:; which perhaps may 
be true enough, it being well known how much fancy is wont to do. in things of this: 
nature. 

Friday, April 2.—The next morning, prefenring the guardian with two chequeens 
a piece for his civilities, to us, we took our leaves of Bethlehem, defigning juH to go viilt 
the Wildernefs and convent of St, John BaptiH, and fo return to Jerufalem,. 

In this ftage we lirH croffed part of that famous valley, In which it is faid that the 
Angel in one nighr did fuch prodigious execution, in the army of Sennacherib. Having 
travelled about half an hour, we came to a village called Bootefhellahconcerning 
which they relate this remarkable property, that no Turk can live in it above two years.. 
By virtue of tliis report, whether true or falfe, the ChriHians keep the-village to them- 
felves udthout moleftation ; no Turk being willing to Hake his life in experimenting 
the truth of it. In fomewhat lefs than an hour more we came to the fountcun, 
where they told us, but falfely, that Philip baptized the ^Ethiopian eunuch. The 
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psfTagc here Is fo rocky and unevenj that pjlgrin:is finding how dlfRcuIt the road is for 
a lingle liorfeman, are ready to think it impoffible that a chariot (fnch as the eunuch 
rode in, ASs 8* zB) fiiould ever have been able to go this Bat it mafl not be 

judged what the road was in ancient times, by what the negligence of the Turks has 
now reduced it to; for I dbferved not far from the fountain, a place where the rock 
had been cut away in old time, in order to lay open a good road ; by which it may be 
iuppofed that the fame care was ufed all along this paifage, though now time and 
negligence have obliterated both the fruit and almoft the figns of fuch labour. 

A little beyond this fountain, we came to that which they call the viUage of St. Philip; 
at which afeending a very fleep hill, we arrived at die Wildernefs of St. John; a wilder- 
nels it is called, as being very rocky and mountaiiious; but is well cultivated, and 
produces plenty of corn, vines, and olive trees. After a good hour’s travel in this 
wildernefs, we came to the cave and fountain, where, as they fay, tlie Baptift exercifed 
thofe fevere aulterUies related of him. Matt, 3. 4. Near this cell there ftill grow fome 
old locufi: trees, the monuoients of the ignorance of the middle times. Thefe the 
friars aver to be the very fame that yielded fuflenance to the Bapdfl; and the popifli 
pilgrims, who dare not be wifer than fuch blind guides, gather the fruit of them, and carry 
it away with great devotion. 

Having done with this place, we direfted our courfe toward the convent of St.John, 
which is about a league diftant eaflward. In our way we pafled along one fide of 
the valley of Elah, where David flew the giant, that defier of the army of IfraeJ, 
I Sam, 17. We had likewife in fight Modon, a village on the top of a high hill, the 
burying place of thofe heroical defenders of their country, the Maccabees. 

Being come near the convent, we were led a little out of the way, to vifit a place which 
they call the houfe of Eli zabeth, the mother of the Baptift. This was formerly a convent 
alfo ; but it is now a heap of ruins, and the only remarkable place left in it is a grotto, 
in which (you are told ) it was that the bleffed Virgin faluted Elizabeth, and pronounced 
her divine Magnificat, Luke i- 46, 

The prefent convent of St. Jolm, which is now inhabited, ftands at about three fur¬ 
longs diftant from this houfe of Elizabeth; and is fuppofed to be built at the place 
where St, John was born. If you chance to afk how it came to pafs, that Elizabeth lived 
in one houfe, when ftie was big vmh the Baptift, and in another when ftie brought him 
forth ? the anfwer you are l&e to receive is, that the former was her country, the 
latter her city, habitation; and that it is no wonder for a tvife of one of the priefts of 
better rank (fuch as fhe was, Luke i. 6.) to be provided with fuch variety. 

The convent of St. John has been, within thefe four years, rebuilt from the ground. 
It is at prefent a large fquare building, uniform and neat all over ; but that which is 
moft eminently beautiful in it, is its church. It confifts of three aifles, and has in the 
middle a handfome cupola, under which is a pavement of Mofaic, equal to, if not ex¬ 
ceeding the fineft works of the ancients in that kind. At the upper end of the north 
aifle, you go down feven marble fteps, to a very fplendid altar, ereSed over the very 
place where they fay the holy Baptift was born. Here are artificers ftfil employed, in 
adding further beauty and ornament to this convent; and yet it has been fo expenfive 
a work already, that the friars themfelves give out, there is not a ftone laid in it but has 
coft them a dollar ; which confidering the large fums exafted by the Turks for licence 
to begin fabrics of this nature, and alfo their perpetual extortion and avarrias after¬ 
wards, befides the neceflai^ charge of building, may be allowed to pafs for no extra¬ 
vagant hyperbole# 
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Returning from St, John's toward Jerufalem^ we came In about three quarters of an 
hour to a convent of the Greeks^ taking its name from the holy crofs. This convent is 
very neat in its ftrufturej and in its fituation delightful. But that which moll deferves 
to be noted in it, Is the reafon of,its name and foundation. It is becaufe here is the 
earth, that nourifhed the root, that bore the tree, that yielded the timber that made the 
crofs. Under the high altar you are fliewn a hole in the ground, where the flump of 
the tree ftood, and it meets with not a few vifitants fo much veryer flocks than itfelf, 
as to fall down and worfhip it. This convent is not above half an hour from Jeru- 
faiem; to which place we returned this evening, being the fifth day fince our 
departure thence. 

After our return, w-e were invited into the convent, to have our feet wafhed; a cere¬ 
mony performed to each pilgrim by the father guardian himfelfi The whole fociety 
ftands round, finging fome Latin hymns, all the while the father guardian is doing his 
office; and when he has done, every friar comes in order, and kiffes the feet of the 
pilgrim. All this w^s performed with great order and foiemnity; and if it ferved either 
to teftify a fincere humility and charity in them, or to improve thofe excellent graces La 
others, it might pafs for no unufeful ceremony. 

Saturday, April 3,—We went about mid-day to fee the fun&ion of the holy fire. 
This is a ceremony kept up by the Greeks and Armenians, upon a pNerfuafion that every 
Eafter eve there is a miraculous flame defcends from heaven Into the Holy Sepulchre, 
.and kindles all the lamps and candles there, as the facrifice was burnt at the prayers of 
Elijah, 1 Kings, 18, 

Coming to the church of the Holy Sepulchre, we found it crowded with a numerous 
and diflrafted mob, making a hideous clamour very unfit for that facred place, and 
better becoming bacchanals than chriflians. Getting with fome flruggle through 
tills crowd, we went up into the gallery on that fide of the church next the Latin 
convene whence we could difcern all that pafied in this religious frenzy. 

They b gan their diforders by running round the Holy Sepulchre with all their 
might ana fwiftnefs, crying out as they went, Huia! which fignifies, ^This is he, or 
this is ] an expreffion by which they aflert the verity of the chrillian religion. After 
they had by thefe vertiginous circulations and clamours turned their heads, and in¬ 
flamed their madnefs, they began to a£t the moll antic tricks and pofliures, in a thoufand 
fiiapes of diJlradion. Sometimes they dragged one another along the floor all round 
the fepulchre j fometimes they fet one man upright on another's fhoulders, and in 
this poflure marched round ; fometimes they took men with their heels upward, and 
hurried them about in fuch an indecent manner, as to expofe their nudities; fometimes 
they tumbled round the fepulchre, after the manner of tumblers on the ftage. In a 
word, nothing can be imagined more rude or extravagant, than what was afted upon 
tills occafion. 

In tliis tumultuous frantic humour they continued from twelve till four of the clock; 
the reafon of which delay w^as, becaufe of a fuit that was then in debate before the 
cadi, betwixt the Greeks and Armenians j the former endeavouring to exclude the 
latter from having any fhare in this miracle. Both parties having expended (as I was 
informed) five thoufand dollars bet^veen them, in this foolifli controverfy ; the cadi at 
laft gave fentence, that they fliould enter tlie Holy Sepulchre together, as had been ufual 
at former times. Sentence being thus given, at four of the clock both nations went on 
with their ceremony. The Greeks fir ft fet out, in a proceflion round the Holy Se¬ 
pulchre, and immediately at their heels followed the Armenians. In this order they 
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companbd the Holy Sepulchre thrice, having produced all their gallantry of ftandards, 
ft reamers, crucifixes, and embroidered habits upon this occafion. 

Toward the end of this proceflion, there was a pigeon came fluttering into the cupola 
<iver the Sepulchre; at fight of which, there was a greater fliout and clamour than be¬ 
fore, This bird, the Latins told us, was purpofely let fly by the Greeks, to deceive the 
people into an opinion that it was a vitible defeent of the Holy Ghoft, 

The proceflion being over, the fuffragaii of the Greek patriarch (he being himfelf at 
Coiiftantinople), and "the principal Armenian bifliop approached to llie door of the 
fepulchre, and cutting the firing with which it was faftened and fealed, entered in, 
flmtting the door after them; all the candles and lamps within having been before 
extino-uiflied, in the prefence of the Turks and other witnefi’es. The exclamations were 
doubfed, as the miracle drew nearer its accompldhment j and the people preffed with 
fuch vehemence towards the door of the fepulchre, that it was not iiMhe power of the 
Turks fet to guard it, with the feverefi drubs to keep tliem oil'. The caufe of their 
prefling in this manner, is the great defire they have to light their candles at the holy 
flame, as foon as it is firft brought out of the fepulchre; it being efieemed the mofl 
facred and pure, as coming immediately from heaven. 

The two miracle-mongers had not been above a minute in the holy fepulchre, when 
the glimmering of the holy fire was feeii, or imagined to appear, through fome chinks 
of the door; and certainly Bedlam itfelf never faw fuch an unruly tranlport as was 
produced in the mob at this fight. 

Immediately after, out came the tw'O priefts with blazing torches in their hands, which 
they held up at the door of the fepulchre, while the people thronged about with inex- 
preflible ardour; every one firiving to obtain a part of the firft and pureft flame. The 
Turks, in the mean time, with huge clubs, laid them on without mercy ; but all this could 
not repel them, the excefs of their tranfport making them inlenfible of pain. Thofe 
that got the fire applied it immediately to their beards, faces, and bofoms, pretending 
that it would not burn like an earthly flame j but I plainly faw, none of them could 
endure this experiment long enough to make good that pretenfion. 

So many hands being employed, you may be fure it could not be long before innu^ 
merabie tapers were lighted. The whole church, galleries, and every place feemed in- 
ftantly to be in a flame: and with this illumination the ceremony ended. 

It muft be owned, that thofe two within the fepulchre performed their part with great 
quicknefs and dexterity; but the behaviour of the rabble without, very much diferedited 
the miracle. The Latins take a great deal of pains to expofe this ceremony, as a moll 
Ihameful impofture, and a fcandal to the Chriftian religion; perhaps out of envy, that 
others fhould be mafters of fo gainful a bufinefs; but the Greeks and Armenians pin 
their faith upon it, and make their pilgrimages chiefly upon this motive ; and it is the 
deplorable nnhappinefs of their priefts, that having afted the cheat fo long al¬ 
ready, they are forced now to ftand to it, for fear of endangering the apoftacy of 
their people. 

Going out of the church, after the rout was over, we faw feveral people gathered 
about the ftone of unftion, who, having got a good ftore of candles lighted with the holy 
fire, were employed in daubing pieces of linen with the wicks of them and the melting 
wax; which pieces of linen were defigned for winding-flieets; and it is the 
opinion of thefo poor people, that if they can but have the happinefs to be buried 
in a fhroud fmutted with this celeftial fire, it vt'ill certainly fecure them from the flames 
of hell. 

Sunday, 
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Sunday, April 4.—This day being our Eafter, we did not go abroad to vifit any places, 
the time requiring an employment of another nature. 

Monday, April 5.-—^This morning we went to fee fome more of the curiofities which 
had been yet unvifited by us. The firft place we came to was that which they call St. 
Peter’s prilbn, from which he was delivered by the Angel, Acts 1 1 . It is clofe by the 
clnirch of the Holy Sepulchre, and ftill ferves for its primitive ufe. About the fpace of 
a furlong from thence, we came to ati old church, held to have been built by Helena, 
in the place where flood the houfe of Zebedee. This is in the hands of the Greeks, who 
tell you, that Zebedee being a fifherman, was wont to bring fifh from Joppa hither, and 
to vend it at this place. Not far from hence we came to the place where, they fay, 
flood anciently the iron gate, which opened to Peter of its own accord. A few fleps 
farther, is the finall church built over the houfe of Mark, to W'hich the Apnflle direfled 
his courfe, after his miraculous gaol-delivery. The Syrians (who have this place in 
their cuflody) pretentl to fhew you the very window at which Rhoda looked out, while 
Peter knocked at the door. In the church they fhew a Syriac manufcript of the New 
Teftament in folio, pretended to be eight hundred and fifty-two years old; and a little 
flone font, ufed by the Apoflles themfelves in baptizing. About one hundred and fifty 
paces farther in the fame flreet, is that which they call the houfe of St. Thomas, con¬ 
verted formerly into a church, but now a mofque. Not many paces farther is another 
flreer croiling die former, which leads you on the right hand to the place where they fay 
our Lord appeared, after his refurredion, to the three Marys, Match, 28. 9. Three 
Maiy's, the friars tell you, though in that place of St. Matthew mention is made but of 
two. The fame flreet carries you on the left hand to the Armenian convent. The 
Armenians have here a very large and delightful fpace of ground j their convent and 
gardens taking up all that part of Mount Sion which is within the walls of the city. 
Their church is built over the place where, they fay, St. James, the brother of John, was 
beheaded. Ads j 2. 2. In a fmali chapel on tlie north-fide of the church, is fhewn 
the very place of his decollation. In this church are two altars fet out with extraordi¬ 
nary fplendour, being decked with rich mitres, embroidered copes, crofles both filver 
and gold, crowns, chalices, and other church utenfils without number. In the middle 
of the church is a pulpit made of tortoife-fhell and mother of pearl, with a beautiful 
canopy or cupola over it, of the fame fabric. The tortoife-fhell and mother of pearl 
are fo exquifitely mingled and inlaid in each other, that the work far exceeds the mate¬ 
rials. In a kind of anti-chapel to this church, there are laid up on one ftde of an altar, 
three large rough flones, elleemed very precious j as being, one of them, the flone upon 
which Mofes call the two tables, when he broke them, in indignation at the idolatry of 
the Ifraelites; the other two being brought, one from the place of our Lord’s baptifm, 
the other from that of his transfiguration. 

Leaving this convent, we went a little farther to another fmall church, which was 
likewife in the hands of the Armenians. This is fuppofed to be founded in the place 
where Annas’s houfe flood. Within the church, not far from the door, is fhewn a hole 
in the wall, denoting the place where one of the officers of the high priefl finote our 
blefl’ed Saviour, John 18. 22. The officer, by whofe impious hand that buffet was 
given, the friars will have to be the fame Malchus whofe ear our Lord had healed. In 
the court before this chapel is an olive tree, of which it is reported, that Chrift was 
chained to it for fome time by order of Annas, to fecure hhn from efcaping. 

From the houfe of Annas we were conduced out of Sion gate, which is near adjoin¬ 
ing to that which they call the houfe of Cajaphas, where is another fmall chapel 
bdonging alfo to the Armenians. Here, under the altar, they tell us is depofited that 
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very ftone which was laid to lecure the door of our Saviour’s fepulchre. Mat. 27. 6a. 
It was a long time kept in the church of the Sepulchre ; but the Armenians, not many 
years fince, ftole it from thence by a ftratagem, and conveyed it to this place. The 
flone is two yards and a quarter long, high one yard, and broad as much- It is plaif- 
tered all over, except in five or fix little places, where it is left^ bare to receiv e the 
immediate kifl^ and other devotions of pilgrims. Here Is likewife Ihewn a little cell 
faid to have been our Lord’s prifon, until the morning when he was carried 
from hence before Pilate ; and alfo the place where Peter was frighted into a denial 
of his mafter. 

A little farther without the gate is the church of the Ccenaculuin, where they fay 
Chfift infiituted Ifis laft fupper. It is now a mofque, and not to be feen by Chriftians. 
Near this Is a well, which is faid to mark out the place at which the Apofliles divided 
from each other, in order to go every man to his feyeral charge ; and clofe by the well 
are the ruins of a houfe in which the blefled Virgin is fuppofed to have breathed her laft. 
Going eaftward, a little way down the hill, we were ftiewn the place where a Jew 
arrefted the corpfe of the Blefled Virgin, as fhe was carried to her interment ^ for which 
impious prefuinption, he had his hand withered wherewith he had feized the bier. 
About as much lower in the middle of the hill, they fhew you the grot in which 
St. Peter w'ept fo bitterly for his inconftancy to his Lord. 

We extended our circuit no farther at tliis time; but entered the city again at Sion 
gate. Turning down as foon as we had entered, on the right hand, and going about 
two furlongs clofe by the city wall, we were had into a garden lying at the foot of 
Mount Moriah, on the fouth fide. Here we were fliewn feveral large vaults, annexed 
to the momitain on this fide, and running at leaft fifty yards under ground. They were 
built in two aifles, arched at top with huge firm ftone, and fuftamed with tall pillars 
confining each of one Angle ftone, and two yards in diameter. This might, poflibly, 
be fonie under-ground work made to enlarge the area of the Temple for Jofephus 
feems to defcribe forae fuch work as this, ere^ed over the valley on this fide of the 
Temple, Ant- Jud. lib. 15. cap. ult. 

From thefe vaults, we returned tow'ard the convent. In our way we pafled through 
the Turkifli bazars, and took a view of the beautiful gate of the Temple; but we could 
but juft view it in palling, it not being fafe to ftay here long, by reafon of the fuper- 
ftition of the Turks. 

Tuefday, April 6.—The next morning we took another progrefs about the city. We 
made our exit at Bethlehem gate, and turning down on the left hand under the caftle 
of the Pifans, came, in about a furlong and a half, to tliat which they call Bathflieba’s 
pool. It lies at the bottom of Mount Sion, and is fuppofed to be the fame in which 
Bathflieba was wafliing herfelf, when David fpied her from the terrace of his palace. 
But others refer this accident to another lefler pool in a garden, juft within Bethlehem 
gate; and, perhaps, both opinions are equally in the right. 

A little below this pool, begins the valley of Hinnom; on the weft fide of which is 
the place called anciently the Potters Field, and afterwards the Field of Blood, from its 
being purchafed with the pieces of filver which were the price of the blood of Chrift j 
but at prefent, from that veneration which it has obtained amongft Chriftians, it is 
called Campo Sanfto. It is a fmall plat of ground, not above thirty yards long, and 
about half as much broad. One moiety of it is taken up by a fquare fabric twelve 
yards high, built for a charnel houfe. The corpfes are let down into it from the top, 
tliere being five holes left open for that purpofe. Looking down through thefe holes 
we could fee many bodies under feveral degrees of decay; from which it may he 
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conjeaured, that this grave does not make that quick diipatch with the corpfes com¬ 
mitted to it, which is commonly reported. The Armenians have the command of this 
burying place, for which they pay the Turks a rent of one zequin a day. The earth is 
of a chalky Jiibftance hereabouts, 

A little below the Campo Sancto, is fliewn an intricate cave or fepulchre, eonfilling 
of feveral rooms one within another, in which the Apoftles are faid to have hid them- 
felves, when they fdrfbok their Mafter, and fled. The entrance of the cave difcovers 
figns of its having been adorned with painting in ancient times. 

A little farther the valley of Hinnora terminates that of Jehofaphat running crofs the 
mouth of it. Along the bottom of this latter valley runs the brook Cedron; a brook in 
wiiirer-time, but without the leaft drop of water in it all the time we were at Jerufalem. 

In. the valley of Jehofaphat, the firfl; thing you are carried to is the well of Nehe- 
miah; lb called, becaufe reputed to be the fame place from which that reftorer cf 
Ifrael recovered the fire of the altar, after the Babylonilh captivity, 2 Macc.i. 19. A 
little higher in the valley, on the left hand, you come to a tree, fuppofed to mark out 
the place where the evangelical prophet was fawn afunder. About one hundred paces 
higher, on the fame fide, is the pool of Siloam. It was anciently dignified v/ith a church 
built over it; but when we were there, a tanner made no fcruple to drefs his hides in it, 
Goiiig about a furlong farther on the fame fide, you come to the fountain of the blefled 
Virgin, fo called becaufe flie was wont (as is reported) to refort hither for water j but 
at what time, and upon what occafions, it is not yet agreed. Over againfl this fountain, 
on the other fide of the valley, is a village called Siloe, in which Solomon is laid to have 
kept his ftrange wives ; and above the village is a hill called the Mountain of Offence, 
becaufe there Solomon built the high places mentioned, 1 Kings, 11.7, his-wives having 
perverted his wife heart to follow their idolatrous abominations in his declining years. 
On the fame fide, and not far diftaiit from Siloe, they Ihew another Aceldama, or 
Field of Blood ; fo called, becaufe there it was that Judas, by the juft judgment of 
God, met with his compounded death. Mat. 27. 5. Acts i, 18, i g. A little farther on 
the fame fide of the valley, they Ihewed us feveral Jewifh monuments. Amongft the 
reft there are two noble antiquities, which they call the Sepulchre of Zachary, and the 
Pillar of Abfolom. ^ Clofe by the latter, is the Sepulchre of Jehofaphat, from which the 
whole valley takes its name. 

Upon the edge of the hill, on the oppofite fide of the valley, there runs along In a 
direa line, the wall of the city. Near the corner of which, there is a fliort end of a 
pillar, jetting out of the wall. Upon this pillar the Turks have a tradition, that Ma¬ 
homet lhall fit in judgment at the laft day and that all the world fliall be gathered 
together In the valley below, to receive their doom from his mouth. A little farther 
nortliward is the gate of the Temple. It is at prefent walled up, becaufe the Turks 
here have a prophecy, that their deftrudHoij fiiall enter at that gate; the completion of 
wliieh predidion they endeavour by this means to prevent. Below this gate, in the 
bottom of the valley, is a broad hard ftone, difcovering feveral impreflions upon it, 
which you may fancy to be footfteps. Thefe the friars tell you ai'e prints made by our 
blefled Saviour’s feet, when after his apprehenfioii he was hurried violently away to the 
tribunal of his blood-thftfty perfecutors. 

From hence,- keeping ftill in the bottom of the valley, you come m a few paces 
to a place, which they call the Sepulchre of tlie blefled Virgin. It has a magnificent 
defcent down into it of forty-feven Hairs: on the right hand, as you go down, is the 
Sepulchre of St. Anna, the mother; and on-the left, thnt of St. Jofeph, the hufband of 
the blefled Virgin, 
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Having finiflied our vifit to this place, we went up the hill toward the city. In the 
fide of the afcent, we were Ihewn a broad ftone, on which they fay St. Stephen fuftered 
martyrdom j and not far from it is a grot, into which they tell you the outrageous 
Jewifli zealots call his body, when they had fatiaied their fury upon him. From hence 
we went immediately to St. Stephen’s gate, fo called from its vicinity to this place of the 
protoinartyr’s fuflering ; and fo returned to our lodging, 

Wednel'day, April 7.—The next morning we fet out again, in order to fee the fanc- 
tuaries, and other vifitable places of Mount Olivet. \Ve went out at St- Stephen’s 
gate, and eroding the valley of Jehofaphat, began immediately roafeend the mountains. 
Being got about two thirds of the way up, we came to certain grottos cut with intricate 
windings and caverns underground: thefe are called the Sepulchres of the Prophets. 
A little higher up, are twelve arched vaults under ground, Handing fide by fide; thefe 
were built in memory of the twelve Apofiles, who are faid to have compiled their creed 
in this place. Sixty paces higher you come to the place, where they fay Chrift uttered 
his prophecy concerning the final deftruflinn of Jerufalem, Mat. 2.4. And a tittle on 
the right hand of tliis, is the place where they fay he dictated a fecond time the Pater 
nofter to his difciples, Luke 11. 1,2. Somewhat higher is the cave of St. Pelagia ; and 
as much more above that, a pillar, fignifying the place where an angel gave the blelTed 
Virgin three days warning of her death. At the top of the hill, you come to the place 
of our bleffed Lord’s afcenfion. Here was anciently a large church, built in honour 
of that glorious triumph ; but all that now remains of it is only an oftagonal cupola, 
about eight yards in diameter. Handing, as they fay, over the very place where were 
fet the laH footHeps of the Son of God here on earth. Within the cupola there is feen, 
in a hard Hone, as they tell you, the print of one of his feet. Here w-as alfo that of the 
other foot fomedme fince} but it has been removed from hence by the Turks into the 
great mofque upon Mount Moriah. This chapel of the afcenfion, the Turks have 
the cuHody of, and ufe it for a mofque. There ai'e many other holy places about 
Jerufalem, which the Turks pretend to have a veneration for, equally w'ith the Chrif- 
tians ; and under that pretence they take them into their own hands. But whether 
they do this out of real devodon, or for lucre’s fake, and to the end that they may 
exafl; money from the ChriHians for admilTion into them, I wdll not determine. 

About two furlongs from this place northward, in the higheH part of Mount Olivet j 
and upon that was anciently erefted an high tower, in memory of that apparidon of the 
two angels to the ApoHles, after our bleffed Lord’s afcenfion. Acts i. 10, 11. from 
which the tower itfelf had the name given it of Viri Galilai / This ancient monument 
remained dll about two years fmee, when it was demolilhed by a Turk, who had 
bought the deld in which it Hood: but neverthelefs you have Hill, from the natural 
height of the place, a large profpe£t of Jerufalem, and the adjacent country, and of 
the Dead Sea, &c. 

From this place, we defeended the mount again by another road. At about the 
midway down, they fliew you the place where Chi-iH beheld the city, and wept over it, 
Luke 19.41. Near the bottom of the hill is a great Hone, upon which, you are told, 
the bleffed Virgin let fall her girdle after her affumpdon, in order to convince St. 
Thomas, who, they fay, was troubled with a fit of his old incredulity upon this occafion. 
There is Hill to be feen a fmall winding channel upon the Hone, which they will have to 
be the impreffion made by the girdle when it fell, :md to be left for the convi£lion of all 
fuch as fliall fufpeftthe truth of their Hory of the affumpdon. 

About twenty yards lower they fliew you Gethfemane; an even plat of ground, not 
above fifty-feven yards fquare, lying between the foot of Mount Olivet and the brook 
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Cedron, It is well planted with olive trees^ and thofe of fo old a growth, tliat they are 
believed to be the lame that flood here in our blefled Saviour*^ diue. In virtue of which 
perfualion, the olives, and olive Itoncs, and oil which they produce, became an ex¬ 
cellent commodity in Spain. But that thefe trees c<mnot be fo. ancient as is pretended, 
is evident from what Jolephus teftifies, lib, 7* Bell, JiuL cap. 15 ; and in other places, viz. 
that Titus, in his fiege of Jerufalem, cut down all tiie trees within about one hundred 
furlongs of Jerufalem; and that the foldiers were forced to fetch w^ood fo iar, for 
making theh mounts^ when they aflaulted the Temple. 

At the upper corner of the garden is a flat naked ledge of rock, reputed to be the 
place on which the Apoftles, Peter, Janies, and Jolm, fell afleep during the agony of 
our I.ord, And a few paces from hence is a grotto, faid to be the place, in which 
Chriit underwent that bhter part of his palfion. 

About eight paces from the placewhere the Apoflles flept, is a fniall Ihred of ground, 
twelve yards long, and one broad, fuppofod to be the very path on tvhicli the traitor 
Judas walked up to Chrifl, faying, ‘ Hail mafter, and killed him.' This narrow path is 
fepai'ated by a wall out of the midfl of the garden, as a f^^rra da/nmua ; a work the 
more remarkable, as being done by the Turks, who, as well as Chriflians, detelt the 
very ground on which was acted fuch aoinJhmous treachery. 

From hence we crofled the brook Cedron, clofe by the reputed fepulchre of the 
bleffed Virgin ; and entering at St. Stephen's gate, returned again to the convent. 

ThuiTday, April 8-^—We went to fee the palace of Pilate, 1 mean the place where 
they fay it flood, for now ax\ ordinary Tiirkifli houfe poflelles its room. It is net far 
from the gate of St. Stephen, and borders upon the area of the Temple on the north 
fide. From the terrace of this houfe you have a fair profpeft of all the place where the 
Temple flood ; indeed the only good profpeft that is allowed you of it; for there is 
no going within the borders of it, without forfeiting your life, or, which is worfe, your 
religion. A fitter place for an auguft building could not be found in the whole world 
than this area. It lies upon the top of Mount Moriah, over againfl Mount Olivet, the 
valley of Jehofaphat lying between both mountains. It is, as far as I could compute by 
walking round it without, five hundred and feventy of my paces in length, and three 
hundred and feventy in breadth 5 and one may flili difcern marks of the great labour 
that it coft, to cut away the hard rock, and to level fuch a fpacious area upon fo ftrong 
a mountain. In the middle of the area flands at prefent a mofque of an octagonal 
figure, fuppofod to be built upon the fame ground, where anciently flood the Smifftm 
Sandoru??L It is neither eminent for its largenefs, nor its ftrueflure; and yet it makes a 
very ftately figure, by the foie advantage of its fituation. 

In this pretended houfe of Pilate is ftiewn the room in which Chrifl was mocked with 
the enfigns of royalty, and buffeted by thefoldiers. At the coming oiu of the houfe is 
a defeent, where was anciently the Smla On the other fide of the ftreet (which 

was anciently part of the palace alfo) is the room where they fay our Lord was fcourged. 
It was once ufed for a liable by the fon of a certain baffa of Jerufalem : but prefently 
upon this profanation, they fay, there came fuch a mortality amongft his horfes, as 
forced him to refign the place, by wlrich means it w^as redeemed from that fordid ufe j 
but, meverthelefs, when we were there, it was no better that a weaver's Ihop. In our 
retuni from Pilate's palace, we paffed along the Dolourous Way, in which walk we were 
Ihewn in order : firfl, the place where Pilate brought our Lord forth to prefont to 
the people, with this my flick faying, ^ Behold the man'! fecondly, where Chrifl fainted 
thrice, under the weight of his crofs: tlrirdly, where the blefled Virgin fwooned away 
at fo tragical a fpeftacle: fourthly, where St. Veronica prefented to him the handkerchief 

to 
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to wipehls bleeding brows: fifthly, where the foldiers compelled Simon, the Cyrenian, Xq 
bear Ids crofs* All which places I need only to name. 

Friday, April 9,—We went to take a view of that which they call the Pool of Be- 
tliefda. It is one hundred and twenty paces long, and forty broad, and at ieaft eight deep, 
but void of water. At its weft end it difcovers Tome old arches, now dammed up* 
Thefe, fome will have to be the five porches in which fate that multitude of lame, 
halt, and blind, Joh. 5. But the ndfchief is, inftead of five, there are but three of 
them. This pool is contiguous on one fide, to St. Stephen's gate ^ on the other, to 
the area of the Temple. 

From hence we went to the convent or nunneiy of St. Anne. The church here Is 
large and entire, and fo are part of the lodgings; but both are defolate and neglefted. 
In a grotto under the church is flieuai the place, where, they fay, the bleffed Virgin was 
born. Near this church they lliew the pharifee's houfe, where Mary Magdalen exhi¬ 
bited thoffi admirable evidences of a penitent affeftion towards our Saviour; ‘ xvaftiing 
his feet with her tears, and wiping them with her hair*, Luke 7, 38. This place alfo 
lias been anciently dignified with holy buildings, but they are now negledled. 

This was our nioriiing*s work. In the afternoon we went to fee Mount Gihon, and 
the pool of the fame name. It lies about two furlongs without Bethlehem gate w^eftwartL 
It is a ftately pool, one hundred and fix paces long, and fixty-feven broad, and lined 
with wall and plaifter; and was, when we were there, well ftored with w^ater* 

Saturday, April 10.^—We went to take our leaves of the Holy Sepulchre, this being 
the laft time that it was to be opened this feftival. 

Upon this finilhing day, and the night following, the Turks allow free admittance for 
-all people, without demanding any fee for entrance as at other times j calling it a day of 
charity. By this promifcuous licenfe, they let in not only the poor, but, as I was told, 
the lewd and vicious alTo; wdio come hither to get convenient opportunity for profti- 
tution, prophaning the holy places in fuch a manner (as it is faid), that they were nor 
>vorfe defiled even then when the heathens here celebrated their Aphrodifia. 

Sunday, April ii.^—Now began the Turks Byram, that is, the feafl which they 
celebrate after their Lent, called by them Ramadam. This being a rime of great 
libertinifm among the rabble, we thought it prudent to confine ourfelves to our lodgings 
for fome time, to the end that w^e might avoid fuch infolences as are ufual in fuch 
times of publick feftivity. Our confinement was the lefs incommodious, becaufe there 
was hardly any tiling, either ’ivithin or about the city, which we had not already vifited. 

Monday, April 12^ Tuefday, April 13.—We kept ciofe to our quarters, but how¬ 
ever not in idlenefs, the time being now come when we were to contrive, and provide 
things in order for our departure. We had a bad account, from ail hands, of the coun¬ 
try's being more and more embroiled by the Arabs; wliich made us fomewhat unre- 
folved what way and method to take for our return. But during our fufpence it 
was told us, that the mofolem was likewife upon his return to his mailer, the bafla of 
Tripoli; upon which intelligence we refolved, if pofTible, to join ourfelves to his 
company. 

Wednefday, April 14.—We went with a fmall prefent in our hands to wait upon 
the mofolem, in order to enquire the time of his departure, and acquaint him 
with our defire to go under hivS protefHon. He affured us of his fettingout the next 
morning; ^ fo we immediately took our leaves in order to prepare ourfelves for acconi- 
panying him, 

I was willing before our departure to meafure the circuit of the city : fo taking one of 
the friars with me, I went out in the afternoon, in order to pace the walls round. We 
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went out at Bethlehem gate, and proceeding on tlie right hand, came about to the 
feme gate again. I found the whole city 4630 paces in circumference, which I com¬ 
puted thus: 

From Bethlehem gate to the corner on the right hand _ - - . 400 

From that corner to Damafcus gate -680 

From Damafcus gate to Herod’s - - - - • - " 380 

From Herod’s gate to Jeremiah’s prifon - - - - - - 15° 

From Jeremiah’s prifon to the corner next the valley of Jehofaphat 225 

From that corner to St. Stephen’s gate - - - - “ " 3^5 

From St. Stephen’s gate to the Golden gate « . - - - 240 

From the Golden gate to the corner of the wall - - - - 

From that corner to the Dung gate 47 ° 

From the Dung gate to Sion gate - 605 

From Sion gate to the corner of the wall - - - - - - 215 

From that corner to Bethlehem gate 500 

In all, paces 4630 

The reduftion of my paces to yards, is by cafting away a tenth part, ten of my P^ces 
making nine yards j by which reckoning the 4^3® amount to 4*^7 which 

make juft two miles and a half. 1. u r t. 

Thurfday, April 15.—This morning our diplomata were prefented us by the tather 
guardian, to certify our having viftted all the holy places; and we prefented the con¬ 
vent fifty dollars a man, as a gratuity for their trouble; which offices havmg paft 

betwixt us, we took our leaves, .-.i- ju t-t, 

fet out together with the mofolem, and proceeding m the fame road by which 
we came, lodged the firft night at Kane Jjeban. But the mofolem left us here, and 
continued his ftage as far as Naplofa; fo we faw him no more. 1 he country petyle 

W0rc now fiv6ry where a.t plough in the fields^ in order to fow cotton* It was obfer-- 
vable^ that in ploughing they ufed goads of an extraordinary fize* Upon meafuring 
of feveral 1 found them about eight feet long, and at the bigger end fix inches m 
circumference* They were armed at the leffer end with a fharp prickle for dnvmg me 
oxen, and at the other end with a fmall fpade, or paddle of iron, ftrong and mafly, lor 
cleanfing the plough from the clay that encumbers it in working* May we not nom 
hence conjedure, that it was with fuch a goad as one of thefe, that Shamir th^ 
prodigious Daughter related of him, Judg. 3* 31 ? lam confident mat whoever mould 
fee one of thefe inftruments, would judge it to be a weapon not lefs fit, perhaps fitter, 
than a fword, for fuch an execution* Goads of this fort I faw always ufed hereabouts, 
and alfo in Syria; and th^ reafon is, becaufe the fame Angle perfon^both drives the 
oxen, and alfo holds and manages the plough, which makes it neceffary to ufe iuch 
a goad as is above defcribed, to avoid the encumbrance of two inftruments* 

Friday, April 16*—^Leaving Kane Leban we proceeded ftill in our former road; and 
pafiing by Naplofo and Samaria, we came to the foimtain Selee, and there took up our 

lodging this night * , * , i* j l 

Saturday, April 1 7,—The next morning we continued on m the fame road that we 

travelled when outward bound, ’till we came to Caphar Arab* At this place we left 

our former way, and inftead of turning olFon the left hand to go for Acra, we kept ^tir 

courfe flxaight forwards, refolviag to crofs directly athwart the plain of Efdraelon, and to 

vilit Nazareth. _ *• 

Proceeding 
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Proceeding in this coiirfe from Caphar Arab, we came in about half an hour to 
Jeneen. This is a large old totvn, on the fltirts of Efdraelon; it has in it an old caftle, 
and two mofques, and is the chief refidence of the emir Chibly. Plere we were ac+ 
coiled with a command from the emir not to advance any farther, ’till he fliould come 
in perfoa to receive of us his caphars. This was very unwelcome news to us, who had 
met with a trial of his civility before. But however we had no remedy, and therefore 
thought it befl to comply as contentedly as we could. Having been kept thus in fuf. 
penfe from two in the niorniag ’till fun-fet, w^e then received an order from the prince, 
to pay the caphar to an officer, whom he fent to receive it, and difmifs us. 

Having received tliis llcenl'e, we made all the haite we could to. difpatch the caphar, 
and to get clear of thefe Arabs, but notwithilanding all our diligence, it was near mid¬ 
night before we could finilh. After which we departed, and entering immediately 
into the plain of Efdraelon, travelled over it all night, and in feven hours reached its 
other fide. Here we had a very fteep and rocky afcent; but however in half an hour 
we mallered it, and arrived at Nazareth. 

Sunday, April 'ig.—Nazareth is at prefent only an inconfiderable village, fituate In a 
kind of round concave valley, on the top of an high hill. We were entertained at the 
convent built over the place of the Annunciation. At this place are as it were immured, 
feven or eight Latin fathers, who live a life truly mortified, being perpetually in fear-of 
the Arabs, who are abfolute lords of the country. 

We went in the afternoon to vifit the fanctuary of this place. The church of Na, 
zareth hands in a cave, fuppofed to be the place where the bleffed Virgin received that 
joyful meflage of the Angel, ‘ Hail thou that art highly favoured,’ &c. Luke i. 28. It re- 
fembles the figure of a crofs. That part of it that Hands for the tree of the crofs is 
fourteen paces long, and fix over ; and runs dire£Hy into the grot, having no other arch 
over it at top, but that of the natural rock : the traverfe part of the crols is nine ptices 
long and four broad, and is built athwart the mouth of the grot. J.uft at the feftion of 
the crofs are erected two granite pillars, each two feet and one inch diameter, and 
about three feet diftance from each other. They are fuppofed to {land on the very 
places, one, where the Angel, the other, where the blefled Virgin Hood at the time of 
the Annunciation. Of thefe pillars, the imiermofl being that of the bleffed Virgin, has 
been broke away by the Turks, in expeflatioii of finding treafure under it; fo that 
eighteen inches length of it is clean gone, between the pillar and its pedeftal. Neverthe- 
lefs it remains erect; though by what art it is fuftained, I could not djfcern. It 
touches the roof above, and is probably hanged upon that; unlefs you had rather 
take the friars account of it, viz. that it is fupported by a miracle. 

After this we went to fee the houfe of Jofeph, bang the fame^, as they tell you, in 
which the Son of God lived for near thirty years, in fubjeftion to man, Luke 2. 51. 
Not f.tr diftant from hence they Ihew you the {ynagogue, where our bleffed Lord 
preached that iermon, Luke 4, by which he lb exafperated his country-men. Both 
thefe places lie north weft from the convent, and were anciently dignified each with 
a handfome church 5 but thefe monuments of queen Helena’s piety are now in 
ruins. 

Monday, April 19.—This day we deftined for vlfiting Mount Tabor, ftanding by 
itfeif in the. plain of Lfflraelon, about two or three furlongs within the plain. 

Its being iituat-ed in fuch a feparate manner has induced inoft authors to conclude* 
that this muft needs be that holy mountain (as St. Peter ftyles it, 2 Pet. i. i8,) which 
was the place of our bleffed Lord’s Transfiguration, related Mat. 17. Mark 9. There 
you read that Chrift ‘ took with him Peter, James, and John, into a mountaiii apart! j. 

^ from 
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from which defcription they infer, that the mountain there fpoke of can be no otlicr 
than labor. The concludon may po 3 ibIy be true j but the argument ul'ed to prove it, 
feems incompetent i becaufe the term xotr’ or apart, molt likeiy relates to the 

withdrawing and retirement of the perfons there fpoken of; and not the fituation of 

the nioimtain* 

After a vciy laborious afeentj which took up near an hour^ we reached the higheft 
part of the mountain. It has a plain area at top^ mofl: fertile and delicious, of an oval 
figure, extended about one furlong in breadth, and two in length. This area Is en- 
clofed with trees on all parts, except toward the fonth. It was anciently environed 
\^nth walls* and trenches, and other fortifications, of which it exhibits many remains at 
this dav, 

j 

In this area there are in feveral places, cifterns of good water j but tliofe which are 
moll devoutly vifited, are three contiguous grottos made to reprefent the three taber¬ 
nacles which St. Peter propofed to erefl;, in the aftonifliment that pofleft him at the 
glory of the Iransfiguration. ‘Lord (fays he) it is good for us to be here; let us 
make three tabernacles, one for thee, &c.^ 

I cannot forbear to mention in this place an obfervation, which is very obvious to all 
■that vifit the Holy-Land, viz. that ahnofl; all paffages and hiftories related in the 
gofpe( are reprefented, by them that undertake to Ihew where every thing was done, 
as having been done moll of them in grottos; and that even in fuch cafes, where the con¬ 
dition and circumftances of the aflions themfelves feera to require places of another nature. 

Thus, if you would, fee the place where St. Anne was delivered of the blefled 
Virgin, you are carried to a grotto ; if the place of the Aimunciation, it is alfo a 
grotto ; if .the place where the bleffed Virgin faluted Elizabeth j if that of the Baptift’s, 
or that of our bleffed Saviour's Nativity ; if that of the agony, or that of St. Peter’s 
repentance, or that where the Apollles made the creed, or this of the Transfiguration, 
all thefe places are ailb grottos. And in a word, where-ever you go, you find almoll 
every thing is reprefented as done under ground. Certainly grottos were anciently 
held in great elleem ; or elfe they could never have been alligned, in Ipite of all pro¬ 
bability, for the places in which were done fo many various adtions. Perhaps it was 
the herimts way of living in grottos from the fifth or lixth century downtvard, that has 
brought them ever fince to be in fo great reputation. 

From the top of Tabor you have a profpefr, which, if nothing elfe, well rcw'ards the 
labour of afeending it. It is impoflible for man’s eyes to behold a higher gratification 
of this nature. On the north well you difeern at a diftance the Mediterranean; and 
all round you have the fpaclous and beautiful plains of Efdraelon and Galilee, which' 
prefent you with a view of fo many places memorable for the refort and miracles of the 
Son of God. 

At the bottom of Tabor wellward Hands Daberah, a finall village, fuppofed by fome 
to take its name from Deborah, that famous judge and deliverer of Ifrael. Near this 
valley is the foun t ain of Kiflion. 

Not many leagues dillant eaftward you fee Mount Hermon; at the foot of which is 
feated Nain, famous for our Lord’s raifing the widow’s fon there, Luke 7. 14; and 
Endor, the place w'here dwelt the witch confulted by Saul. Turning a little fouth- 
ward, you have in view the high mountains of Gilboah, fatal to Saul and his fons. 

Due eall you difeover the fea of Tiberias, dillant about one day’s journey; and clofc 
by that lea, they lliew a lleep mountain, down which the fwine ran, and perilhed in the 
tvaters. Mat. 8.32. 

A few points towards the north appears that which they call the Mount of the 
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Beatitudes ;* a fraall rifing from which our blefled Saviour delivered his fermon in the 
5, 6, 7 chapters of St. Matthew. Not far from this little hill is the city Saphet, fup- 
pofed to be the ancient Bethulia. It ftands upon a very eminent and confpicuous 
mountain, and is feen far and near. May we not fuppole that Chrift alludes to this 
city in thofe words of his fermon. Mat. 5. 14, ‘ A city fet on a hill cannot be hid’ ? A 
coiijefliure which feems the more probable, becaufe our Lord in feveral places, affefls 
to illuftrate his difcourfe by comparifons taken from objects that were then prefent 
before the eyes of his auditors. As when he bids them ‘ behold the fowls of the air, 
chap. 6. 16, and the lilies of the field, ibid. v. 28.’ 

From Mount Tabor you have likewife the fight of a place, which they will tell you 
was Dothaim, where Jofeph was fold by his brethren ; and of the field, where our 
blefled Saviour fed the multitude with a few loaves, and fewer fifties. But whether it 
was the place where he divided the five loaves and two fiflies amonglt the five thou- 
fand. Mat. 14. ifi, &c. or the feven loaves amongft the four thoufand. Mat. 15. 32 ,1 
left them to agree among themfelves. 

Having received great fatisfaftion in the fight of this mountain, we returned to the 
convent the fame way that we came. After dimier we made another final! excurfion, 
in ord' 1- to fee that which they call the ‘ Mountain of the precipitation’; that is, the 
brov/ of the hill from which the Nazarites would have thrown down our blefled 
Saviour, being Incenfed at his fermon preached to them, Luke 4. ^ This precipice is at 
leait half a league diftant from Nazareth fouthward. In going to it you crols firfi: over 
the vale in which Nazareth ftands j and then going down two or three furlongs in a 
narrow cleft between the rocks, you there clamber up a fhort, but difficult way on the 
right hand; at the top of which, you find a great ftone ftanding on the brink of a pre¬ 
cipice, which is faid to be the very place, where our Lord was deftined to be throum 
.down by his enraged neighbours, had he not made a miraculous efcape out of their 
hands. There are in the ftone feveral little holes, refembling the prints of fingers 
thruft into it. Thefe, if the friars fay truth, are the impreffions of Chrift's fingers, 
made in the hard ftone, while he refifted the violence that was offered to him. At 
this place are feen two or three cifterns for faving water, and a few ruins ; yhich is all 
that now remains of a religious building founded here by the emprels Helena. 

Tuefday, April 2o.'—^The next morning we took our leaves of Nazareth, prefenting 
the guardian five a-piece for his trouble and charge in entertaining us. We dire£ted 
our courfe for Acra; in order to which, going at firft northward, we crofled the hills 
that encompafled the vale of Nazareth on that fide. After which we turned to the 
weftward, and pafled in view of Cana of Galilee; the place fignalized with the beginning 
of Chrift’s miracles, John 2 . 11. In an hour and half more we came to Sepharia; a 
place reverenced for being the reputed habitation of Joachim and Anna, the parents of 
the blefled Virgin, It had once the name of Diocefaria, and was a place in good re¬ 
pute ; but at prefent it is reduced to a poor village, Ihewing only here and there a few 
ruins, to teftify its ancient better condition. On the weft fide of the town ftands good 
part of a large church, built on the fame place, where they fay ftood the houfe of Joachim 
and Anna; it is fifty paces long, and in breadth proportionable. 

At Sepharia begins the delicious plain of Zabulon. We were an hour and a half 
in crofting it j and, in an hour and a half more, pafled by a defolate village on the 
right hand, by name Satyra. In half an hour more we entered the plains of Acra, and 
in one hour and a half more arrived at that place. Om' ftage this day was fomewhat lefs 
than feven hours j it lay about weft and by north, and through a country very delight¬ 
ful, and fertile beyond imagination. 
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Wetinefiiay, April 21.—^At Acra we were very courteoufly treated by the French 
conful and merchant, as we had been when outward bound. Having ftaid mily one 
night, we took our leaves; and returning by the fame way of the coaft, that I have de- 
fcribed before, came the firfl night to our old lodgings at Solomon’s ciftems, and the 
fecond to Sidon, 

Thurfday, April 22.—Three hours diftant from Sidon, we were carried by the French 
coni 111 to fee a place, which we pafiedby unregarded in our journey outward ; though 
it very well deferves a traveller’s obfervation. 

At about the dillance of a mile from the fea, there runs along a high rocky mountain 
in the fide of which are hewn a multitude of grots, all very little difiering from each 
other; they have entrances of about two feet fquare. On the infide you find in moft^ 
or all of them, a room of about four yards fquare ; on the one fide of which is the 
door, on the other three, are as many little cells, elevated about two feet above the fioor. 
Here are of thefe fubterraneons caverns (as I was informed by thofe who had enunted 

them) two hundred in number. They go by the name of the grots of --. The 

great doubt concerning them is, whether they were made for the dead or the living.. 
That which makes me doubt of this is, becaufe though all the ancient fepulchres in 
this country, very much relemble thefe grottos j yet they have foinething peculiar in 
them, which intices one to believe they might be defigned for the reception of the livingj 
for feveral of the cells within were of a figure not fit for having corpfes depofited in 
them, being Ibine a yard fquare, fonie more, and foine lefs, and feeming to be made ■ 
for family ufes. Over the door of every cell, there was a channel cut to convey the 
water away, that it might not annoy the rooms within. And becaufe the cells were cut' 
above each other, fome higher, fome lower, in the fide of the rock,, here were con¬ 
venient flairs cut, for the eafier connnunication betwixt the upper and nether regions. 
At the bottom of the rock were alfo feveral old cifterns for ftoring up water. From 
all which arguments it may, with probability at leaft, be concluded, that thefe places 
were contrived for the ufe of the living, and not of the dead. But what fort of people 
they may be that inhabited this fubterraneons city, or how long ago they lived, I am not 
able to relblve; true it is, Strabo deferibes the habitations of the froglodyte to have 
been fomew'hat of this kind. 

Friday, April 23.—^We continued this day at Sidon, being treated by our friends of 
the French nation with great generofity. 

Saturday, April 24.—^This morning we took our leaves of tlie worthy French conful,. 
and the rett of our other friends of that nation, in order to go for Hamafeus. . 

Damafeus lies near due eaft from Sidon ; it is ufually efteemed three days journey 
diflant, the road lying over the mountain Libanus and Anti-Libanus. 

Having gone about half an hour through the olive yards of Sidon^ we came to the ■ 
foot of Mount Libanus. In two hours and a half more we came to a fmall village 
called Caphar Milki. Thus far our afeent was eafy ; but now it began to grow more 
fteep and difficult; in which having laboured one hour and one third more, we then. 
came to a frefh fountain called Ambus Lee; where we encamped for this night. Our ■ 
whole flage was four hours and one third j our courfe eaft. 

Sunday, April 25.—^The next day we continued afeending for three good hours,, 
and then arrived , at the higheft ridge of the mountain, where the fnow lay clofe by the ■ 
road. We began immediately to defeend again on the other fide,. and. in two hours . 
came to a fmall village called Melhgarah, where there gufhes out, at once, from '.the 
fide of the mountain, a plentiful ftrearo, which falling doi^n into a valley below, makes ; 

a. fine.. 
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a fine brook, and after a current of about two leagues, lofes itfelf In a river called 

Xetane, 

At Mefhgarah there is a capbar ^ demanded by the Drufes^ who are the poffelTors 
of thefe mountains, We Avere for a little white perplexed by the eKcelTive demand made 
upon us by the caphar-meo ; but finding us obftinate, tliey defifted. 

'Having gone one liour beyond Mefligarah, we got clear of the mountain, and en¬ 
tered into a valley called Bocat. This Bocat feems to be the fame with Bicath Aven, 
‘mentioned In Amos i • 5, together with Eden and Damafciis ; for there is very^near it, in 
Mount Libanus, a place called Edeti'to this day. It might alfo have the name of Aven, 
that is Vanity, given it, from die idoiatrous 'worfinp of Baal praftifed at Balbeck dr 
Heliopolis, which is fituate in this A^alley, The valley is about two hours over, and in 
length extends feveral days journey, lying near north eaft and fouth weft* It is enclofed 
on both fides with two parallel mount^ns, exactly refembling each other; the one that 
whicii we lately pafifed over between this and Sidon, the otlier oppofite agsdnft it to¬ 
wards Daniafcus. The former I take to be the true Libanus, the latter AntiXibanus * 
which two mountains are no where fo Veil diftinguifiled as at this valley. 

In the bottom of the valley, there runs a large river called Letane. It rifes about 
two day^s Journey northward, not far from Balbeck ; and keeping its courfe all 
down the valley, falls at laft into the river Cafimeer, or (as It is erroneoufly called) 
Eloutherns. 

Thus far our courfe had been due eaft; but here we inclined fome points toward the 
north. Croffing obliquely over the valley, we came in half an hour to abridge over the 
river Eetane, It coofifts of five ftone arches, and is called Kor Aren, ff om a village at a 
little diftance of the fame name. At this bridge we crofted die river, and havmg travelled 
about an hour and a half onits bank, pitched our tents there for this night. Our whole 
ftage was eight hours. 

Monday, April 26.—The next morning we condnued our oblique courfe over the 
valley Bocat. In an hour we paffed clofe by a fmall village called Jib Jeneeo, and in three 
quarters of an hour more, came to the foot of the mountain Anti-Libanus. Here we 
had an eafy afeent, and in half an hour paffed by, on our right hand, a village called 
Uzzi, In three quarters of an hour more we arrived at Ayta, a village of chrillians 
of the Greek communion. At this laft place the road began to grow very rocky and 
troublefome; in which having travelled an hour, we arrived at a fmall rivulet called 
Ayn Yentloe. Here we entered into a narrow cleft between two rocky mountains, 
pafling through which, we arrived in four hours at Demafs, gently defeending all tlie 
way. At Demafs a fmall caphar t is demanded ; which being dilpatched, we put for¬ 
ward again, but had not gone above an hour and an half, when it grew dark, and we 
were forced to ftop at a very inhofpitable place, but the bell we could find ; affording 
no grafs for our hoifes, nor any w^ater, but juft enough to breed frogs, by which we were 
ferenaded all night. 

Tuefday, April 27,~EarIy the next morning we defeited this uncomfortable lodging, 
and in about an hour arrived at the river Bcirrady j our road ftill defeending. This 
is the river that waters Damafcus, and enriches it with all its plenty and pleafure. It 
is not fo much as twenty yards over; but comes pouring down from the mountains with 
great rapidity, and with fo vaft a body of water, that it abundantly fuppliesail the thirfty 
gardens, and the city of Damafeus. 

* Half ppr Fratikj quarter per fer?anl, 
t Quanev per htaU. 
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We croffed Barrady at a new bridge over it, called Dummar. On the other fide our 
road afcended, and in half an hour brought us to the brink of a high precipice at the 
bottom of which the river runs; the mountain being here cleft afunder to give it ad- 
mifEoii into the plain below, ° 

At the higheft part of the precipice is ereaed a fmall ftruaure, like a Sheich’s fe- 
pulchre, concerning which the Turks relate this ftory; that their prophet, coming near 
Damafcus, took ms ftation at that place for.fome timei in order to view the city; and 
confidering the ravilhin^ beauty and delightfulnefs of it, he would not tempt hie frailtv' 
by entering into it, but inftantly departed with this refleaion upon It, that there was 
blit one paradife defigned for man, and for his part he was refolved not to take his in 
this world. 

You have, indeedj from the precipicej themoft perfea profpea of Damafcus. And 
certainly no place in the world can promife the beholder, at a dillance, greater voluptu- 
oufnefs. It is fituate in an even plain, of fo great extent, that you can but juft 
difcern the mountains that compafs it on the farther fide. It Hands on the weft fide 
of the plain, at not above two miles diftance from the place where the river Barrady 
breaks out from between the momitainsj its. gardens extending aimoft . to. the very 
place. ^ 

The city itfelf is of a long ftraight figure j its ends pointing near north eaft and.fouth 
weft. It is.rery flender^ in the middle, but fwells bigger at each end, efpecially at that 
to the north eaft. lii its length, as far as I could guefs by my eye, it may extend 
near two n^es. It is thick let with mofques and fteeples, the ufual ornaments of tha 
Turkilh cities; and is encomjaffed with gardens,:, extending no lefs, according to com- 
mon eftimation, than thirty miles round, which makes it look like a noble city.in a vaft 
wood. The gardens are thick fet with fruit trees of all kinds, kept frefli and verdant 
by the waters of Barrady, You. difcover in? them many turrets, and fteeples, and 
fummer-houfes, frequently peeping out from, amongft the green boughs, which niay 
be conceived to add no final! advantage and beauty to. the profpeift. . On the north 
fide of this vaft wood is a place called Solheesj where are the inoft beautiful. fummer- 
houfes and gardens. 

The greateft part of this pleafantnefs- and fertility proceeds, as I.faid, from the waters 
of Barrady, which fupply both the gardens and city in great abundance. This river, as 
foon as it iffues out from between the cleft of the mountain before-mentioned, into the - 
plain, is inunediately divided into three ftreams, of which the middlemoft and biggeft 
runs directly to Damafcus through a large open field, called the Ager Damafcenusi 
and is diftribnted to all the oifterns and fountains of the city. The other two .(which 
I take to be the work of art) , are drawn round, one to the right hand, and the other 
to the left, on the borders of the gardens^ into which they are let as they pafe,. by little ■ 
currents, and fo difperfed.all over the vaft wood j infomuch that there is. not a garden 
but has a fine quick ftreain running through it, which ferves not only for watering 
the place, but is alfo improved into fountains, and other water-works very delightful,. 
though not. contrived with that variety of exquifite art which is ufed in Chriftendom. 

Barrady, being dius defcribed, is aimoft wholly drunk up. by the city and gardens. 
What fmall part of it efcapes, is united, as I was informed, in one channel again, on the 
foiuh eaft.fide of the city; and after about three or four hours courfe, finally lofes.itfelf 
in a bog there, without ever arriving at the fea. 

The Greeks, and from them the Romans, call this river Chryforrhoas. . But as for 
Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damafcus, mentioned, 2 Kings, 5. 12, I could find no. 
memory, fo much as of the names remaining. They mull doubtlefs have been only 
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two brandies of the river Barrady} and one of them was probably the fame ftream that 
now runs through the Ager Damafcenus, direftly to the city, which feems by its ferpen- 
tine way to be a natural channel; the other 1 know not wellw'here to find ; but it is no 
wonder, feeing they may and do turn and alter the courfes of this river, according to 
their own convenience and pleafure. 

We continued a good while upon the precipice, to take a view of the city; aiid in¬ 
deed it is a hard matter to leave a ftation which prefents you fo charming a landfkip. It 
exhibits the paradife below as a moft fair and deledable place, and yet will hardly 
fiitfer you to ftir away, to go to it; thus at once inviting you to the city, by the 
pleafure w'hich it feeins to promife, and detaining you from it by tlie beauty of the 

profpeft. _ , 

Coming down the hill into the plain, we were there met by a janizary from the 
convent, fent to condud us into the city. He did not think fit to carry us in at the weft 
gate (which was neareft at hand), and fo all acrofs the city, to the Latin convent where 
w^e were to lodge, for fear the Damafcens, who are a very bigotted and infolent race, 
fiiould be offended at fo great a number of Franks as we were; to avoid which danger, 
he led us round about the gardens, before w^e anived at the gate. The garden w^alls are of 
a very fingular ftrufture. They are built of great pieces of earth, made in the fafhion of 
brick, and hardened in the fun. In their dimenfions they are tw'o yards long each, and 
fomewhat more than one broad, and half a yard thick. Two rows of thefe placed 
edge ways, one upon another, make a cheap, expeditious, and, in this dry country, a 
durable wall. 

In palling between the gardens we alfo obferved their method of fcouring the 
channels. They put a great bough of a tree in die water, and faften to it a yoke of 
-oxen. Upon the bough there fits a good weighty fellow, to prefe it down to the bottom, 
and to diive the oxen. In this equipage the bough is dragged all along the channel, and 
ferves at once both to cleanfe the bottom, and alfo to mud and fatten the water for the 
greater benefit of the gardens. 

Entering at the eaft gate, we went immediately to the convent, and were very courte- 
oufly received by the guardian, father Raphael, aMajorkine by birth, and aperfon, who 
though he had dedicated hirafetf to the contemplative life, yetis not unfit for any affairs of 
the aftive. 

Wednefday, April 28.—This morning we w'alked out to take a view of the city. The 
firft place we went to vilit was the houfe of an eminent Turk. The ftreets here are nar¬ 
row, as is ufual in hot countries,, and the houfes are all built, on the outfide, of no 
better a material than either fun-burnt brick, or Flemifii wall, daubed over in ascoarfe 
a manner as can be feen in the vileft cottages. From this dirty way of building, they 
have this amongft other inconveniences, that upon any violent rain, the whole city 
becomes, by the walhing of the houfes, as it were a qitagmire. 

It may be wondered what fliould induce the people to build in this bafe manner, 
when they have in the adjacent mountains fuclt plenty of good ftone, for nobler fabricks. 
I can give no reafon for it, unlefs this may pafs for fuch; that thofe who firft planted 
here, finding fo delicious a fituation, were in hafte to come to the enjoyment of it; 
and therefore nimbly fet up thofe extemporary habitations, being unwilling to defer their 
pleafure fo long, as whilft they might ereH more magnificent ftruSures: which pri¬ 
mitive example their fucceffors have followed ever fince. 

But however, in thefe mud walls you find the gates and doors adorned with marble 
portals, carved and inlaid with great beauty and variety. It is an objeft not a little fur- 
prizing, to fee mud and marble, ftate and fordidnefs, fo mingled together. 

7 in 
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In the infide, the houfes difcover a very different fmp fr^Tr, * /■ 

Here you find, generally, a large fquare wurt, beaueiW wiTvario? f 
and marble fountt'n. and compaffM round with fplendrd apLtmenK alfdS' 
duans are floored and adorned on the fides with varietv n? r^M ■ 
knonr and maaea. The ceilinga and m”es Se S 4 e”lW^,"“*“' “ 
painted and gilded. They have yenerailv arrifipJi’l f . ® manner, richly 

in marble bafons ; and as for cZetflnr^S? 

of luxurv nfthlrrr" i ^ ^ culhions, are lurmlhed out to the height 

placed at^iiich different pSnt^rfiat^iroSorSe being 

fhe lhadeor the fun, other of them, you may always have eithel 

refemHetetoeSri^*^""' “ f“; “<> I uos told the reft 

n.iq|ShteS‘?i“hS:t emS- SSfc" “ 

we had three Ihort views of it lookino- In it tf,r ’ r ®t™oIt to loot. into. However, 

large, and covered with brafs,’ ftamped all over wfth^ Arab cfaS^ers 
places with the figure of a chalice, fuppofed to be the Orient pn^ ’ ^ m feveral 

. Mamalukes. On the north fide of tJiP pwJ. ' 7 ^ 

conjeaure to belefs than one hundred and fiftv wdstg'^anrdffh^*^''^^ ^ 

iulPm - "P^ 

rtiotVuvTr^t i fr a Turk of good falhion, that Chrift to defcend into tMs 

witlil fhe gif ^ler ^a .f^newhat lefs. We were admitted but juft 

W r£ .'.e arullmy^ un old Romnn’bSrtm 

know noTnXo^bSbSllInh^^Si^f" ‘ 

f th morning we went to fee the yearly great oomn 

of the Hadgees fetong out on their piigrima|e to Mecca- Oftan’ bafil^jT^ T 

b^gappomerfthau-emirorcondua„ 4 f,|*°yea,. ForourSrto&^r 

w^rSylS^ "pal ™ 1*«1 a aop in one oftte bazj. dnrough 

In this famous caJvalcade tliere came firft fortv.fis- dp?tppo • i- • 

^ cu,™g each a filt nuxjiK'c^X^. “orrfSw'^' 

* voi. g,™ fegmen, an order of ibfcers amongll the 

^ ® Turks j. 
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'i’urks; and next to them, fome troops of fpahees, another order of foldiery. Thefe 
were followed by eight companies of mugrubines (fo the Turks call the Barbarofes) on, 
Tint; thefe Avere fellows of a very formidable afpeft, and were defigned to be left in a 
garrifon, maintained by rheTurks foinewhere in the defart of Arabia, and relieved every 
year wirh frefh men. In the inldH: of the mugrubines, there pafled fix finall pieces of 
ordnance. In the next place came on foot the foldiers of the catHe of Batnafcus, fan* 
taftically armed with coats of mail, gauntlets, and other pieces of old armour. Thefe 
were followed by troops of janizaries, and their aga, all mounted. Next were brought 
the bafla’s two horfe tails, ulhered by his aga of the court; and next after the tails fol- 
loAA'ed fix led horfes, all of excellent lhape, and nobly funiifiied. _ Over the faddle there 
was a gil t upon each led horfe, and a large filver target gilded with gold. 

After thefe horfes came the mahmal. This is a large pavilion of black filk, pitched 
upon the back of a very great camel, and fpreading its curtains all round about the 
beafl: down to the ground. The pavilion is adorned at top with a gold ball, and with 
gold fringes round about. The camel that carries it wants not alfo his ornaments 
of large ropes of beads, fifli-fhells, fox-tails, and other fuch fantaftical finery hanged 
upon his head, neck, and legs. All this is defigned for the flate of the alcoran, which is 
placed with great reverence under the pavilion, where it rides in ftate both to and from 
Mecca. The alcoran is accompanied with a rich new carpet which the Grand Signior 
fends every year for the covering of Mahomet's tomb, having the old one brought back 
in return for it, whicli is elleemed of an ineftimable value, after haying been fo Jong 
next neighbour to the prophet’s rotten bones. The beafl which carries this facred load, 
has the privilege to be exempted from all other burdens ever after. 

After the mahmal came another troop, and with them the baffa himfelf j and laft 
of all, twenty loaded camels, with which the train ended, having been three quarters of 
an hour in pafling. 

Having obferved what we could of this fhew (which perhaps was never feen by Franks 
before), we went to view fome other curiofities. The firft place we came to was the 
Ager Damafcenus, a long beautiful meadow, juft without the city, on the weft fide* 
It is divided In the middle by that branch of the river Barrady which fupplies the city; 
and is taken notice of, becaufe of a tradition current here, that Adam was made of the 
earth of this field. 

Adjoining to the Ager Damafcenus is a large hofpital; it has within it a pleafant fquare 
court, enclofed on the fouth fide by a flately inofque, and on its other fides with 
cloifters, and lodgings of no contemptible ftrufture. 

Returning from hence homeward, we were fhewn by the way a very beautiful 
bagnio; and not far from it a coffee-houfe capable of entertaining four or five hundred 
people, fliaded over head with trees, and with matts when the boughs fail. It had two 
quarters for the reception of guefts; one proper for the fummer, the other for the 
winter. That defign^ for the fummer was a fmall ifland, waflied all round with a large 
fwift ftream, and fhaded over head with matts and trees. We found here a mulritude 
of Turks upon the duans, regaling themfelves in this pleafant place ; there being nothing 
which they behold with fo much delight as greens and water: to which if a beautiful 
face be added, thay have a proverb, that all three together make a perfedt antidote 
againft melancholy. 

In the afternoon, we went to vifit the houfe which, they fay, was fometime the houfe 
of Ananias, the reftorer of fight to St. Paul. Adis 9. 17. The place fhewn for it is 
(accordfing to the old rule) a fmall grotto or cellar, affording nothing remarkable, but 
only that there are in it a chriftian altar, and a Turkifh praying place, feated nearer to 
each other, than well agrees with the nature of fuch places. 

Our 
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Oiir next walk was out of the caft gate, in order to fee the place (they fay) of St- 
Paul’s vifion, and what elfe is obfervable on that fide. The place of the vifion is about 
half a mile diftant from the city, eaftward ; it is clofe by the way fide, and has no 
buikling to diftinguifli it, nor do I believe it ever had; only there is a fmall rock or 
heap of gravel which ferves to point out the place. 

About two furlongs nearer the city, is a fmall timber ftrufture refembling the cage 
of a country borough. Within it is an altar eredled ; there you are told, the holy 
Apoftle refted for fome time in his way to this city, after his vifion. Acts 9. 8. 

Being returned to the city, we were fliewn the gate at which St. Paul was let down 
in a bafket, Afts 9. 25. This gate is at prefent walled up, by reafoii of its vicinty to the 
call; gate, which renders it of little ufe. 

Entering again into the city, we went to fee the great patriarch rdfiding in this 
city. He was a perfon of about forty years of age. The place of his refidence was 
mean, and his perfon and converfe promifed not any thing extraordinary- He told 
me there were more than one thoufand two hundred fouls of the Greek communion, 
in that city, 

Friday, April 30.—The next day we went to vifit the gardens, and to fpend a day 
there. The place where we difpofed of ourfelves was about a mile out of town. ^ It 
afforded us a very pieafant fummer-houfe, having a plentiful ftream of water running 
through it. The garden was thick fet with fruit trees, but without any art or order. 
Such as this, are all the gardens hereabouts ; only with this- odds, that fome of them 
have their fummer-houfes more fplendid than others, and their waters- improved into 
greater variety fountains. 

In vifiting thefe gardens, Franks are obliged either to-walk on foot, or eife to ride 
upon affes; the infolence of the Turks not allowing them to mount on horfeback. To 
fervethem upon thefe occafions, here are hackney affes always ffanding ready equipped 
for hire. When you are mounted, the mafter of the afs follows his beaft to the place 
whither you are difpofed to go; goading him up behind with a fliarp pointed flick, 
which makes him difpatch his ftage with great expedition. It is apt fometimes to give 
a little difgull to the generous traveller, to be forced to fubmit to fuch marks of fcorn ; 
but there is no remedy; and if the traveller will take my advice, his bed way will be tO' 
mount his afs contentedly, and to turn the aftront into a motive of recreation, as- 
we did. Having fpent the day in the garden, we- returned in the evening to the 
convent. 

Saturday, May 1.—-The next day we fpent at another garden, not far diftant from 
the former; but far exceeding it in the beauty of its fummer-houfe, and the variety of 
its fountains. 

Sunday, May 2.—We went, as many of us as were difpofed, to Sydonaiia, a Greek 
convent about four hours diftant from Damafcus, to the northward, or north by eaft; 
the road, excepting only two fteep afcents, is very good. In this ftage we paffed by two 
villages, the firft called Tall, die fecond Meneen. At a good diftance on the right 
hand is a very high hill, reported to be the fame on which Cain and Abel offered their 
facriBces ; and where alfp the former flew his brother,^ fetting the firft example of blood 
filed to the world. 

Sydonaiia is fituated at the farther fide of a large vale on the top of a rock. The 
rock is cut with fteps all up, without which it would be inacceffible. It is fenced all 
round at the top with a ftrong wall, which inclofes the convent., It is a placed 
very mean ftruaure, and contains nothing in it extraordinary, but only the wine 
made here, which, indeed, is moll excellent. This place was at firft founded and 
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endowed by the emperor Juflinian. It is at prefent poflefled by twenty Greek 

monks, and torty nuns, who feem to iij-e proinifcuoufly together, without any order 
or leparauon. ^ 

lieie are upon this rock, and within a little compafs round about it, no lefs than fix- 
teen djurdies or oratories, dedicated to feveral names. The firft to St. John; fecond 
to St. I aul; third, to St. Thomas ; fourth, to St. Babylas ; fifth, to St. Barbara ; fixth, 
to St. Chnltopher j feventh, to St.Jofeph ; eighth, to St.Lazarus; ninth, to the blelTed 
Virgin; tenth, to St. Demetrius ; eleventh, to St. Saba ; twelfth, to St. Peter; thn- 
teenth, to St. George; fourteenth, to All Saints; fifteenth, to the Afcenfion; fix. 
toenth, to the Transfiguration of our Lord; from all which, we may well conclude'this 
place was held anciently in no final! repute for fandity. Many of thefe churches I 
aaually vifited; but found them fo ruined and defolate, that I had not courage to 
go to all. ° 

In the chapel made ufe of by the convent for their d'aily fervices, they pretend to 
Ihew a great miracle, done here forae years fince; of which take this account, as I re- 
ccived it rrom them. 

1 h^ had once in the church a little pifture of the blefled Virgin, very much reforted 
to by lupphcMits, and famous for the many cures and bleffings granted in return to their 
prayer^ It happened that a certain facrilegious rogue took an opportunity to fteal 
away this miraculous pifture ; but he had not kept it long in his cuftody, when he found 
It metamorphofed into a real body of flefli. Being ftruck with wonder and remorfe at 
fo prodigious an evmt, he caTried back the prize to its true owners, confefling and 
implormg forgivenefs for his crime. The monks having recovered fo great a jewel, 
and being willmg to pr^ent fuch another difafter for the future, thought fit to depofit 
it m a Imall chett of Hone; and placing it in a little cavity in the wall behind the 
nigh altar, tora an iron grate before it, in order to fecure it from any fraudulent at¬ 
tempts for the biture. Upon the grates there are hanged abundance of little toys and 
trmfcets, b^g the offerings of many votaries in return for the fuccefs given to their 
prayers at this forme. Under the fame chefl; in which the incarnate pidure was depo- 
fit^, they always^place a finall filver bafon, in order to receive the diftillation of an 
holy oil, which they pretend iffues out from the inclofed image, and does wonderful 
cures m many diltempers, efpecially thofe affeaing the eyes. 

On the eaft fide of the rock is an ancient fepulchre hollowed in the firm ftone. The 
room IS about aght yards fquare, and contains in its fides (as I remember) twelve chefts 
tor corples. Over the entrance there are carved fix ftatues as big as the life, Handing 
m three niches, two m rach niche. At the pedeftals of the ftatues may be obferved a few 
Greek words, which as far as I was able to difeem them in their prefent obfeurity are as 


ETorci® - - 
lOTAii^APTe 
mlAIPCC KAI 
npeirKT rxNH 

Uni^ the 


*I[AI 

n] niRoc 

[kJai AOMNCINA 
TTNH 

XJitdeF the Jeeondt 


lOTAj^AHMH 

TPioc ka[ia[pi3 

AANH rT[NH] 
HANTAC enoiOT(N] 

Under the third tthhe- 


«fc^e have reafon to remember this place, for an 

rf-haurpH tn fa j ^ druifoen janizary puffing under the window where we were, 

.thrown oul nponliis »A Upon which innocent prol 
, pre ented his piftol at us in at the window; had it gone off, it muft have 

been 
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been fatal to one or both of us, who fate next the place. But it pleafed God to reftrain 
his ftiry. This evening we returned again to Daraafcus. 

Monday, May 3.—This morning we went to fee the (beet called Straight, Ads g. 11. 
It is about half a mile in length, running from eaft to welt through the city. It being 
narrow, and the houfes jutting out in feveral places on both fides, you cannot have a 
clear pi ofped of its length and ftraightnefs. In tliis ftreet is Ihewn the houfe of Judas, 
with whom St. Paul lodged; and in the fame houfe is an old tomb, faid to be Ananias’s • 
but how he fliould come to be buried here, they could not tell us, nor could we guefs j 
his own houfe being fcewn us in another place. However, the Turks have a reverence 
for this tomb, and maintain a lamp always burning over it. 

In the afternoon, having prefented the convent with ten per man for our kind recep¬ 
tion, we took our leaves of Damafcus, and lhaped our courfe for Tripoli; defigning iii 
the way to fee Balbeck, and the cedars ofLibaiius. In order to this, we returned the 
fame way by which we came; and croffing the river Barrady agahi at the bridge of 
Dununar, came to a village of tlie fame name a little farther, and there lodged this 
night. We travelled this afternoon three hours. 

luefday. May 4.—This morning we left our old road, and took another more 
northerly. In an hour and a half we came to a fmall village called Sinie; Juft bv 
which, is an ancient ftrufture on the top of an high hill, fiippofed to be the tomb of 
Abel, and to have given the adjacent country in old times the name of Abilene. 
The fratricide allb is faid by forae to have been committed in this place. The tomb is 
thirty yards long -, and yet it is here believed to have been but juft proportioned to the 
ftature of him who was buried in it. Here we entered into a narrow gut, between two 
fteep rocky mountains, the river Barrady running at the bottom. On the other fide 
of the river were feveral tall pillars, which excited our curiofity, to go and take a nearer 
view of them. We foimd them part of the front of fome ancient, and very magnificent 
edifice, but of what kind we could not conjefture. 

We continued upon the banks of Barrady, and came in three hours to a vil¬ 
lage called Maday; and in two hours more to a fountain called Ayn il Hawra, 
where we lodged. Our whole ftage was fomewhat lefs than feven hours; our courfe 
near north weft. 

Wednefday, May 5.—This morning we paffed by the fountain of Barrady, and came 
in an hour and two thirds to a village called Surgawich. At this place we left the 
narrow valley, in which we had travelled ever fince the morning before, and afcended the 
mountain on the left hand. Having Ipent in croffing it two hours, we arrived a fecond 
time in the valley of Bocat j here, fteering northerly direftly up the valley, we arrived 
in three hours at Balbeck. Our ftage this day was near feven hours, and our courfe near 
about weft. 

At Balbeck we pitched at a place lefs than half a mile diftant from the town, eaft- 
ward, near a plentiful and delicious fountain, which grows immediately into a 
brook j and running down to Balbeck, adds no fraall pleafure and convemehce to the 
place. 

In the afternoon we walked out to fee the city. But we thought fit, before we 
entered, to get licenfe of the governor, and to proceed with all caution. Being 
taught this necefiary care by the example of fome worthy Englilh gentlemen of our 
faftory, who vifiting this place in the year i68g, in their return from Jerufalem, and 
fufpe^ting no mifchief, werebafely intrigued by the people here, and forced to redeem 
their lives at a great fum of money. 

Balbeck is fuppofed to be the ancient Heliopolis, or City of the Sun j for that the 
7 word 
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word imports. Its prefent Arab, which is perhaps its moft anaent name, «nclmes fo the 
W importance. For Baal, though it imports aU idols m general, of whatfo^r 
fex or condition, yet it is very often appropriated to the fun, the foveieign idol of 

'“li^city enjoys a moft delightful and commodious fituation on 

valley of Bocat. It is of a fquare figure, compaffeo with a 

which are tower all round at equal diftances. It exmids, as far as 1 could gu^s by 

eye, about two furlongs on a fide. Its houfes within are all of the nieaneft ftrutture, 

fuch as are ufually feeii in Turkifli villages- , , , , . r c 

At the fomh weft fide of the city is a noble ruin^ being the only cunofity for ^'hich 
this place IS wont to be vifued. It ^vas anciently _a heathen temple; together ^ith 

fome other edifices belonging to it, all truly magnificent; but m latter ^es th^e 
ancient ftruaures have been patched and pieced up with 

verting the whole into a caftle, under which name it goes at this day. Ihe adjeS nous 
buildings are of no mean architeam-e, but yet eafily diftmguifhable from what is more 

^”Siing near theferums, the firft thing you meet with is a little round pile of building, 
all of marble. It is encircled with columns of the Cormthian order, yeiy beautihil, 
which fupport a cornice that runs all round the ftruaure, of no ordinary ftate and 
beauty. This part of it that remains, is at prefent in a very tottering condition, 
but vet, the Greeks ufe it for a church; and it were well if the danger of its falling, 
which perpetually threatens, would excite thofe people to ufe a little more fervour 
in their prayers than they generally do} the Greeks bang feeir.mgly the moft 
undevout and negligent at their divine fervice of any fort of people in the chriltian 

this ruin you come to a large firm pile of building, which though veiy lofty and 
compofed of huge fquare ftones, yet I take to be part of the adjeaitious work ; for one 
fees in the infide fonie fragments of images in the walls and ftones, with Roman letters 
upon them, fet the wrong way. In one ftonewe found graven in vis. and in another 
line Mosc. Through this pile you pafs in a ftately arched walk or portico, one hundied 
and fifty paces long, which leads you to the temple. 

The temple is an oblong fquare^ in breadth thirty two yardsj and m length iixty tour, 
of which eighteen were taken up by the npo'^af^or anti-temple; which is now tumbled 
down, the pillars being broke that fuftained it. The body of the temple, which now 
Hands, is encompaffed with a noble portico, fupported by pillars of the Corinthian 
order, meafuring fix feet and three inches in diameter, and about forty-five feet in 
height, confining all of three ftones a piece. The diftance of the pillars from each 
other,-and from the wall of the temple, is nine feet. Of thefe pillars there four¬ 
teen on each fide of the temple and eight at tlie end, counting the. comer pillars in 
both numbei s. 

On the capitals of the pillars there runs all round a ftately architrave,, and cormce 
rarely carved. The portico is .covered with large ftones hollowed arch-wife, extending 
between the columns and the wall of the temple- In the center of each ftone is 
carved the figure of fome one or other of the heathen gods or goddefles, or heroes, 
1 remember amongft the reft a. Ganymede, and the eagle flying away with him,, fo 
lively done, that it excellently reprei'ented the fenfe of that verfe in Martial, 


lUxfum timidis unguibus hselit onus. 


The 


BY HENRY MAUNDRELt. 


375 

The gate of the temple is twenty-one feet wide; hut how high could not be 
meafuredj it being in part filled up with rubbifli. It is moulded and beaurified ail 
round \vith exquifite fculpture. On the nethermoft fide of the portal, is carved a 
Fame hovering over the head as you enter, and extending its wings two thirds of the 
breadth of the gate; and on each fide of the eagle is defcribed a Fame likewife upon 
the wing. The eagle carries in its pounces a caduceus, and in his beak the firings or 
ribbons coming from the ends of two feftoons, whofe other ends are held and fup- 
ported on each fide by the two Fames, The whole feemed to be a piece of admirable 
iculpture. 

The meafure of the temple within, is forty yards in length, and twenty in 
breadth. In its walls all round are two rows of pilafters, one above the other ; and 
between the pilafters are niches, which feem to have been defigned for the recep¬ 
tion of idols. Of thefe pilafters, there are eight in a row, on each fide ; and of 

the niches nine, j r 

About eight yards diftance from the upper end of the temple, ftands part of two 
fine channelled pillars; which feem to have made a partition in that place, and to 
have fupported a canopy over the throne of the chief idol, whofe ftatioii appears to have 
been in a large niche at this end. On that part of the partition which remains, are to be 
feen carvings in relievo, reprefenting Neptune, tritons, fifhes, fea-gods, ^ion and ms 
dolphin, and other marine figures. The covering of the whole fabrick is totally 
broken down, but yet this I mull fay of the whole, as it now ftands, that it ftrikes t e 
mind with an air of greatnefs beyond any thing that I ever faw before, and is an emi¬ 
nent proof of the magnificence of the ancient architeSure, 

About fifty yards diftant from the temple, is a row of Corinthian pillars, very great 
and lofty; with a moft ftately architrave and cornice at top. This fpeaks itfelf to have 
been part of fome very auguft pile, but what one now fees of it is but juft enough to 
give a regret that there jfhould be no more of it remaining* 

Here is. another curiofity of this place, which a man had need be well afuired of ms 
credit before he ventures to relate, left he fhould be thought to ftrain the privilege of a 
traveller too far. That which I mean is a large piece of the old wall or 
which encompafted all thefe ftruaures laft defcribed* A wall made of fuch monftrous 
great ftones, that the natives hereabouts (as it is ufual in things of this ftrange nature) 
aferibe it to tlie architefture of the devil. Three of the ftones, which were larger tnm 
the reft, we took the pains to meafure, and found them to extend fixty-one yards m 
length; one twenty-one, the other two each twenty yards. In deepnefs they were 
four yards each, and in breadth of the fame dimenfion, Thefe three ftones lay m one 
and the fame row, end to end. The reft of the wall was made alfo of great ftones, 
but none I think, fo great as thefe* That tvhich added to the wonder was, that thele 
ftones were lifted up into the wall, more than twenty foot from the ground* 

In the fide of a fmall afeent, on the eaft part of the town, flood an old fingle 
of the Tufean order, about eighteen or nineteen yards high, and one yard a halt m 
diameter. It had a channel cut in its fide from the bottom to the top} from whence 
we judged it might have been erefted for the fake of raifing water. 

At our return to our tents, vve were a little perplexed by the fervants of the raofolem, 
about our caphar. We were contented at laft to judge it at ten per Frank, and five per 
fervant, rather than we would engage in a long difpute at fuch a place as thi& 

Near the place where we were lodged was -an old mofque, and (as I fcid beiOTe; a 
fine fountain. This latter had been anciently beautified with fome handlbme 
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work round it, which was now almoit ruined j however, it aSbrded us this imperfefi 
infcription: 

nsiOl^COETICTOClIfiSN 
BAelieiN AEAOZe'N WPPecXeKKLNeON 
SPYCONHAEACX'C g CCiCJ BIOCTC MCIIAC 
■yAwTTe^mi=pecxiiiBi:^ONiroAX 
rxmco e oAoxorroy o cioyziuceoiiot, 

Thurfday, May 6.—Early this morning we departed from Balbeck, direfting our 
coiu-fe ftraight acrofs the valley. As we paffed by the walls of the city, we obferved 
many ftones iiifcribed tvith Roman letters and names ; but all confufed, and fome 
placed upfide down : which demonftrates that the materials of the walls were the ruins- 
of the ancient city. 

In one place we_ found thefe letters, rmiptitvepr, in other thefe, vari —; in 
another, neris j in others lvcil— , and severi, and celnae, and firiAi ; all 
which ferve only to denote the relbrr which the Romans had to this place in ancient 
times. 

In one hour we palTed by a village called Ye ad; and in an hour more went to fee 
an old monumental pillar, a little on the right hand of the road. It was nineteen 
yards high, and five feet in diameter of the Corinthian order. It had a table for an 
infcription on its north fide, but the letters are now perfedly erafed. In one hour 
-more we reached the other fide of the valley, at the foot of Mount Anti-Libanus. 

We immediately afcended the mountain, and in two hours came to a large cavity 
between the hills, at the bottom of which was a lake called by its old Greek name, 
Limone. It is about three furlongs over, and derives its waters from the melting of 
the fnow. By this lake our guides would have had us Raid all night; afluring us 
that if we went up higher in the mountains, we Ihould be forced to lie atnonglf the 
fnow: but we ventured that, preferring a cold lodging, before an unwholefbme one. 
Having afcended one hour, we arrived at the fnow; and proceeding amongft it for one 
hour and a half more, we then chofe out as warm a place as we could find in fo high a 
region; and there we lodged this night upon the very top of Libanus. Our whole 
ftage this day we^ feven hours and a half. 

Libanus is in this part free from rocks, and only rifes and falls with fmall, eafy un- 
evennefs, for feveral hours riding ; but is perfedly barren and defolate. The ground, 
where not concealed by the fnow, appeared to be covered with a fort of white fl^es thin 
and fmooth. The chief benefit it ferves for, is, that by its exceeding height, it proves a 
confervatory for abundance of fnow, which thawing in the heat of funinxer, affords 
fupplies of water to the rivers and fountains in the valleys below. We faw in the 
fnow, prints of the feet of feveral wild beafts, which are the foie proprietors of thefe 
Upper parts ot the mountains, 

fiiday. May y, ^The next morning we went four hours almoft perpetually upon 

cep mow j whichj being frozen^ bore us and our horfes j and then defeending for 
n came to a fountain called, from the name of an adjacent village, Ayn 

il Hadede, By this time we were got into a milder and better region, 

^ Here was the place where we were to ftrike out of the way, in order to go to Cano- 
bme and the Cedars, And fome of us went upon this, defign, whilft the reft chofe 
jfather to go directly fox Tripoli^ to which we had not now above four hours. We took 

with 
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with us a guide, who pretentled to be vrell acquainted with the way to Canobine j but 
he proved an ignorant diredlor; and after he had led us about for fevaal hours in 
intricate and untrodden mazes amongil tlie mountains, fuidiiig him perfeaiy at a lofs, 
w'e were forced to forfake our intended vifit for the prefent, mid to fleer dire£t]y for 
Tripoli; where we arrived late at night, and were again entertained by our worthy 
friends, Mr. conful Haftings and Mr. Filher, with their wonted friendfhip and 
generofiry. 

Saturday, May 8.—In the afternoon Mr. conful Haftings carried us to lee the caftle 
of Tripoli. ^ It is pleafautly fituate on a hill, commanding the city; hut has neither arms 
nor ammunition in it, and ferves rather for a prifon than a garrifon, I'here was fliut up 
in it at this time a poor chriftian prifoner, called Sheck Eunice, a Maronite. He was 
one that had formerly renounced his faith, and lived for many years in the Mahometan 
religion; but in his declining age, he both retraflied his apoftacy, and died to atone for 
it; for he was impaled by order of the baffa two days after we left Tripoli. This 
punifliment of impaling is commonly executed ainongft the Turks for crimes of the 
higheft degree; and is certainly one of the greateft indignities and barbarities that can 
be offered to human nature. The execution is done in this manner. They take a poll 
of about the bignefe of a man’s leg, and eight or nine feet long, and make it very fharp 
at one end. This they lay upon the back of the criminal, and force him to carry it to 
the place of execution; imitating herein the old Roman cuftom, of compelling male- 
faSors to bear their crofe. Being arrived at the fatal place, they thruft in the flake at 
the fundament of the perfon who is the miferable fubje^ of this doom; and then taking 
him by the legs, draw on his body upon it, until the point of the flake appears at his 
fhoulders. After this they ereft the flake, and fallen it in a hole d\ig in the ground. 
The criminal, fitting in this pofture upon it, remains not only ftill alive, but alfo drinks, 
finokes, and talks, as one perfedlly fenlible; and thus fome have continued for tw^eiity* 
four^ hours. ^ But generally after the tortured wretch has remained in this deplorable 
and ignominious pofture an hour or two, fome one of the ftanders-by is permitted to 
give him a gracious ftab to the heart; fo putting an end to his unexpreffible 
niifery. 

Sunday, May 9.—Defpairing of any other opportunity, I made another attempt thus 
^he Cedars and Canobine. Having gone for three hours acrofs the plain of 
Iripoli, I arrived at the foot of Libanus ; and from thence continually afcendtig, not 
without great fatigue, came in four hours and a half to a fniall village called Eden, and 
in two hours and a half more to the Cedars. 

The noble trees grow amongft the fnow near the higheft part of Lebanon; and are 
remarkable as well for their own age and lai^genefs, as for thofe frequent allufions made 
to them in the word of God. Here are fome of them very old, and of a prodigious 
bulk; and others younger of a fnialler fize. Of the former I could reckon up only 
fixteen; and the latter are very numerous. I meafured one of the largeft, and found 
it twelve yards fix inches in girt, and yet found; and thirty-feven yards in the fpiead 
of its boughs. At about five or fix yards from the ground, it was divided into five 
limbs, each of which was equal to a great tree. 

After about half an hourfpent in furveying this place, the clouds began to thicken, 
and to fly along upon the ground, which fo obfeured the road, that my guide was very 
much at a lofs to find our way back again. We rambled about for feven hours thus 
bewildered, which gave me no fmall fear of being forced to fpeiid one night more at 
Libanus. But at laft, after a long exercife of pains and patience, we arrived at the 
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way that goes down to Canobine; where I arrived by that tiine_ it was dark, 
and found a kind reception, anfwerable to the great need I had of it, arter lo long 

a fatigue. . , , . 

Canobine is a convent of the Maronites, and the feat of the patnarcti, wdio is at 
prefent F. Stephanos Edenenfis, a perfon of great learning and humanity. It is a very 
meanftruaure, but its fituation is admirably adapted for retirement and devotion ; tor 
there is a very deep rupture in the fide of LIbanus, running at leaft feven hours travel 
diredlly up into the mountain. It is on both fideS exceeding fteep and high, 
cloathed with fragrant greens from top to bottom, and every where refrelhed with 
fountains, falling down from the rocks In pkafant cafcades; the ingenious work oi 
Nature, Thefe Ilreams, all uniting at the bottom, make a full and rapid torrent, whofe 
agreeable murmuring is heard all over the place, and adds no fmall pleafure to it, 
Canobine is feated on the north fide of this chafm, on the fteep of the mountain, at 
about the mid-way between the top and the bottom. It ftands at the mouth oi a gr^t 
cave, having a few fmall rooms fronting outward, that enjoy the light of the fun; the 
reft are all under ground. It had for its founder the emperor I'heodofius the Great, 
and though it has been feveral times rebuilt, yet the patriarch affured me, the churcu 
was of the primitive foundation. But whoever built it, it is a mean fabric, and^ no 
great credit to its founder. It ftands in the grot, but fronting outwards receives a little 
light from that fide. In the fame fide there were alfo hanged in the wall two fmall 
bells, to call the monks to their devotions; a privilege allowed no where elfe in this 
country; nor would they be fuffered here but that the Turks are far enough off from 
the hearing of them. 

The valley of Canobine was anciently (as it well deferves) very much reforted to for 
religious retirement. Yon fee here ftill hermitages, cells, monafteries, almoft without 
number. There is not any little part of rock chat jets out upon the fide of the moun¬ 
tain, but you generally fee fome little ftrufture upon it for the reception of monks and 
hermits ; though few or none of them are now Inhabited, 

Monday, May lo.—After dinner I took my leave of the patriarch, and returned to 
Tripoli, I fteered my conrfe down by a narrow oblique path, cut in the fide of the 
rupture, and found it three hours before I got clear of the mountain, and three more 
afterwards before I came to Tripoli, 

Tuefday, May 11,—This day we took our leaves of our worthy Tripoli friends, in 
order tb- return for Aleppo, We had fome debate with ourfelves, whether we ftiould 
take the fame way which we came when outward-bound, or a new one by Emiffa 
Hempfe and Hamah But we had notice of fome difturbances upon this latter 
road; fo we contented ourfelves to return by the fame way we came; for having had 
enough by this time both of the pleafure and of the fetigue of travelling, we were 
willing to put an end to both, the neareft and fpeedieft way. All that occurred to us 
new, in thefe days travel, was a particular way ufed by the country people in 
gathering their corn; it being now harveft time. They plucked it up by handfuls from 
the roots ; leaving the moft fruitful fields as naked as if nothing had ever grown on 
them. This was their praftice in all places of the Eaft that I have feen; and the reafon 
is, that they may lofe none of their ftraw, which is generally very fhort, and neceffary 
for the fuftenance of their cattle; no hay being here made, I mention this becaufe it 
feems to give light to that expreffion of the Pfalmift, ps. 129, 6, * Which withereth 
before it be plucked up,' where there feems to be a manifeft allufion to this cuftom. 
Our new tranllation renders this place otherwife ; but in fo doing it differs from moft, 
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or all other copies; and here we may truly fay, the old is the better. There is, 
indeed, mention of a mower in the next verfe; but then it is fuch a mower as fills not 
his hand; which confirms rather than w'eakens the preceding interpretation. 

Returning, therefore, by our former ftages, without any notable alteration or occur¬ 
rence, we came in eight days to the Honey Kane ; at which place we found many of 
our iileppine friends; who, having heard of our drawing homeward, were come to 
meet us, and welcome us home. Having dined together, and congratulated each other 
upon our happy re-union, we went onward the fame evening to Aleppo. 

Thus, by God’s Infinite mercy and proteftion, we were reftored all in fafety to our 
rcfpeSive habitations. And here, before I conclude, I cannot but take notice of one 
thing more, which I Ihould earneftly recommend to the devout and grateful remem¬ 
brance of every perfon engaged in this pilgrimage, viz. that amongft fo great a com¬ 
pany as we were, amidft fuch a multiplid^ of dangers and cafualties, fuch variety of 
food, airs, and lodgings (very often none of the bell), there was no one of us that came 
to any ill accident throughout our whole travels; and only one that fell fick by the 
confequences of the journey after our return; which I elleem the lefs diminution to fo 
Angular a mercy, in regard that amongft fo many of my dear friends and fellow 
travellers, it fell to my own fliare to be thefufferer. 


Smce the Book printed off^ the i^o following Letters^ relating to the fame Suhje^, 
^were communicated b% the Reverend Mr. OJborn^ Fellow of Exeter College ; to whom 
they were fent by the Author^ in anfwer to fome Qtiejiiom propofed by htnu 

Sir, 

I RECEIVED yours of June 27, 1698, and returned you an anfwer to it in brief, 
about three months fince; promifing to fupply what was then wanting at fome other 
opportunity; which promife I ihall now make good. You defired an account of the 
Turks, and of our way of living amongft them* As to the former, it would fill a 
volume to write my whole thoughts about them. I fliall only tell you at prefent, that 
I think they are very far from agreeing with that chara6:er which is given of them in 
Chriftendom j efpecially for their exaft juftice, veracity, and other mortal virtues : upon 
account of which I have fometimes heard them mentioned with very extravagant 
commendations, as though they far exceeded chriftian nations- But I inuft profefs 
niyfelf of another opinion; for the chriftian religion, how much foever we live below 
the true fpirit and excellency of it, muft ftill be allowed to difcover fo much power upon 
the minds of it’s profeftbrs, as to raife them far above the level of a Turldfli 
virtue. It is a maxim that I have often heard from our merchants, that a Turk 
will always cheat when he can find an opportunity, Friendfliip, generofity, and 
wit (in the Englilh notion), and delightful converfe, and all the qualities of a refined 
and ingenuous fpirit, are perfed ftrangers to their minds; though in traffic and worldly 
negociations, they are acute enough; and are able to carry "the accounts of a large 
commerce in their heads, without the help of books, by natural arithmetic, 
improved by cuftom and neceffity. Their religion is framed to keep up great outward 
gravity and folemnity, without begetting the feaft good tindure of wifdom or virtue 
in the mind. You fhall have theih at their hours of prayer (which are four a 
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day always! addrefiing thcmfelves to tlidr devotions with the moft iblemn and crirical 
wafliings, always in the in oft public places, where mod people are palling; with molt 
lowly and molt regular proftradons, and a hollow tone; wdiich are, anionglt them, the 
great excellencies of prayer. 1 have feeii them in an aliened charity, give money to 
bird-catchers (who make a trade of it) to reftore the poor captives to their natural 
liberty, and at the fame time hold their own flaves in the heavieft bondage. And at other 
times they will buy flefli to relieve indigent dogs and cats; and yet curfe you 
with famine and peftilence, and all the moft hideous execrations: in which way thefe 
Eaftcni nations have certainly the moft exquifite rhetoric of any people upon earth. 
They know' hardly any plealure but tliat of the fixth fenfe. And yet with all this, they 
are incredibly conceited of their own religion, and contemptuous of that of others; 
which 1 take to be the great artifice of the Devil, in order to keep them his own, Tliey 
are a perfed vifible comment upon our blefl'ed Lord’s defeription of the Jewiflt pha- 
rUeos. In a word, lull, arrogance, covetoulhefs, and the moft exquifite hypocrify com- 
pleat their character. The only thing that ever I could obferve to commend in them, 
is the outward decency of their carriage, the profound relpect they pay to religion and 
to every thing relating to it, and their great temperance and frugality. The 
dcarnefs of any thing is no motive in Turkey, though it be in England, to bring 
it into fafliion. 

As for our living amongft them, it is w'ith all poflibie quiet and fafety, and that is all 
we defire, their converfation being not in the leaft entertaining. Our delights are 
among eurfelves ; and here being more than forty of us, we never want a moft friendly 
and pleafant converfation. Our way of life refembles, in fome meafure, the acade¬ 
mical. We live in feparate fquares, fliut up every night after the manner of col¬ 
leges. We begin the day conftantly, as you do, with prayers; and have our fet 
times for bufincls, meals, and recreations. In the winter we hunt in the moft delightful 
campaign twice a week; and in the funimer go as often to divert ourfelves under our 
tents, with bowling and other exercifes; fo that you fee we want not div'ertifements, and 
thefe all innocent and manly. In Ihort, it is my real opinion, that there is not a fociety 
out of England that, for all good and defirable qualities, may be compared to this. 
But enough of this confufion, which I would have fhortened and put in better order if 
I had time, 

March 10, ifiqS-g. 

Sir, 

AS for your queftions about Gebazi's pofterity, and the Greek excommunications, I 
have little to anfwer ; but yet I hope enough to give you and your friend fatlsfaclion. 
When I was in the Holy I.and, I law feveral that laboured under Gehazi’s 
diftemper, but none that could pretend to derive his pedigree from that perfon. Some 
uf them were poor enough to be his relations, particularly at Sichem (now Naplofu) 
there were no lefs than ten (the fame number that w as cleanfed by our Saviour not far 
from the fame place) that came a begging to us at o.- ie time. Their manner is to come 
with fmall buckets in their hands, to receive the alms of the charitable; their touch 
being ftill held infeaious, or at leaft unclean. The diftemper, as I faw it in them, was 
very different from what I have I'cen it in England ; for it not only defiles the whole 
iuiface of the body w ith a foul feurf, but alio dek-rms the joints of the body, particu¬ 
larly thofe of the wrifts and angles; making them fwell with a gouty fcromlous fub- 
Itance, very loathlbme to look upon. I thought tljeir legs refembled thofe of old 
battered horfes, f^uch as. are often feen in. drays in England,. The whole diftemper, 
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indeed, as it there appeared, fo noifome that it might well pafs for the utmoft cor¬ 
ruption of the human body on this fide the grave. And certainly the infpired pen-men 
could not have found out a fitter emblem, whereby to exprefs the uncleannefs and 
odioufiiefs of vice. But to return to Gehazi: it is no wonder if the defcent front him 
be by time obfcured, feeing the beil of the Jews, at this time of day, are at a lofs to make 
out their genealogies. But befides, 1 fee no neceffity in fcripture for his lines being 
perpetuated. The term (for ever) is, you know, often taken in a limited fenfe in holy 
writ, of which the defignation of Phineas's family to the prieflhood, Numb* 
25, 13, may ferve for an inflance. His poUerity was, you know, cut entirely off 
from the prieflhood, and that transferred to Eli (who was one of another line) about 300 
years after, 

I have enquired of a Greek prieft, a man not deftitute either of fenfe or probity, 
about your other queftiom He pofitively affirmed it, and produced an inftance of his 
own knowledge in confirmation of it. He fiiid, that about fifteen years ago, a certain 
Greek departed this lifg without ablblutioa, being under the guilt of a crime which 
involved him in the fentence of excomniunicatioii, but unknown to the church. He 
had chriftian burial given fiim j and about ten years after, a fon of his dying, they bad 
occafion to open the ground iiear where his body was laid, in order to bury his fon by 
him, by which means they difcovered his body as entire as when it was firft laid in 
the grave. The fliroud was rotted away, and the body naked and black, but perfeftly 
found. Report of this being brought to the blfliop, he immediately fufpedted the 
caufe of it; and fent feveral priefts (of whom the relator was one) to pray for the foul 
of the departed, and to ablblve liim at his grave ^ which they had no fooner done, but 
(as the relator goes on) the body inftantly diffolved and fell into duft like flacked 
lime, and fo (well fatisfied with the efibd of their abfolution) they departed- This 
was delivered to me ^erho facer doth* The man had hard fortune not to die In the 
Romifh communion, for then his body being fbuiul fo entire, would have entitled him 
to faintfhip; for the Romanifts, as I have both lieartl and feen, are wont to find out 
and maintain the relics of fiiints by this token. And the fame fign, which p oves an 
anaihmia 'marmialka atnongft the Greeks, deinonftrates a faint amongft the papifts ;; 
perhaps both equally m the riglin 
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• 

WE fet out from Aleppo, April 17, 1699, and flieering eall-north-eaft, fomewhat 
!efs, we came in three hours and a half to Surbafs. 

Tuefday, April 18.—We came in three hours and a half to Bezay, paffing by Bab, 
where there is a good aqueduft, Dyn il Daab*, to which you defeend by about thirty 
Heps; and EediiF, a pleafant village. Our courfe thus far was ealt and by north. In 
the afternoon we advanced three hours further, courfe north eaft, to an old ruined place,, 
formerly of fome confideration, called Acamy; it is fituated in the wildernefs on 
a hill encompafled by a valley; irwas large, and bad the footfteps of fome fymmetry,, 
good walls and buildings. 


* The tUftrift of Daab. 
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Wednefday, April 19.—We went eaft and by north, and in four hours arrived at 
Bambycli. This place has no remnants of its ancient greatnefs but its walls, which 
may be traced ail round, and cannot be lefs than three miles in compafs. Several frag¬ 
ments of them remain on the eaft fide, efpecially at the eaft gate; and another piece of 
eighty yards long, with towers of large fquare ftone extremely well built. On the 
north fide I found a ftone whh the bulls of a man and woman, large as the life ; and 
under, two eagles carved on it. Not far from it, on the fide of a large well, was fixed 
a ftone with three figures carved on it, in baflb relievo. They were two fyrens, whicli 
twining their fifhy tails together, made a feat, on which was placed fitting a naked 
woman, her arms and the fyrens on each fide mutually entwined. 

On the weft fide is a deep pit of about loo yards diameter. It was low, and had 
now water in it, and feemed to have had great buildings all round it, with the 
pillars and ruins of which it is now in part filled up; but not fo much but -that there 
was ftill water in it. Here are a multitude of fubterraneous aquedufts brought to this 
city; the people attefted no fewer than fifty. You can ride no where about the aty 
without feeing them. We pitched by one about a quarter of a mile eaft of the city, 
which yields a fine ftream ; and, emptying itfelf into a valley, waters it, and makes it 
extremely fruitful. Here, perhaps, were the paftures of the beafts defigned for facri- 
fices. Here are now only a few poor inhabitants, though anciently all the north fide 
was well inhabited by Saracens, as may be feen by the remains of a noble mofque and a 
bagnio a little without the walls. We were here vifited by a company of Begdelies, 
who were incamped foine hours further towards Euphrates, having about 1000 
horfe there, 

Thurfday, April 20,—Tor avoiding the Begdelies, we hired a guide, who conduced 
us a by-way. We travelled northuiorth-eaft, over a defert ground, and came in three 
hours to a imall rivulet called Sejour, which falls into the Euphrates about three hours 
below Jerabolus, In about two hours more we came to a fine iruitful plain, covered 
with extraordinary corn, lying between the hills and the river Euphrates, In about an 
hour and a halPs travelling through this plain on tlie banks of the river, we came to 
Jerabolus, This place is of a femicircular figure, its flat fide lying on the banks of 
Euphrates ; on that fide it has a high long mount, clofe by the water, very deep. It 
was anciently built upon (and at one end of it I faw fragments of) very large pillars, a 
yard and a half diameter, and capitals and cornices well carved. At the foot of the 
mount was carved on a large ftone a beaft refembllng a lion, with a bridle in his mouth, 
and I beheve anciently a perfon fitting on it; but the ftone is in that part now broke 
away j the tail of the beaft was couped. 

Round about this place are high banks eaft up, and there is the footfteps of walls on 
them. The gates feem to have been well built * the whole w^as 2250 paces, that is 
yards, in circumference. The river is here as large as the Thames at London; a long 
bullet^gun could not fhoot a ball over it, but it dropt into the w^ater. Here is found a 
large ferpent, which has legs and claws, called Woralla, I was told by a Turk, that a 
little below this place, when the river is low, may be fecn the ruins of a ftone-bridge 
over the river ; for my own part I faw it not, nor do I much rely on the Turk's vera* 
city* The river feemed to be lately fallen very fuddenly, for the banks were frcfhly 
wet, two yards and more above the water. It was here north and fouth, 

Friday, April 21-—We kept clofe on the banks of Euphrates, and in two hours and 
a half crofted a fine rivulet called Towzad ; and in two hours more arrived over againft 
Beer, and pitched on a flat, clofe by the river fide. Obferving the latitude of the place 
by my quadrant, I found the angle between the fun and the zenith to be 22 degrees ; 

and 
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and the declination this day being 15 degrees 10 minutes, the whole is 37 degrees 
10 minutes. 

Saturday, April 22.—We continued at our ftation, not daring to crofs the river, for 
fear of falling into the hands of the chiah of the baihaw of Urfa, who was then at Beer 
ordering many boats of corn down to Bagdal. We were fupplied, at the fame rime, 
tvith provifions by Sheck Aflyne, to whom we made returns* 

Sunday, April 23-^—The chiah being now departed, Sheck Aflyne invited us over to 
Beer; we crolTed in a boat of the country, of which they have a great many, this being 
the great pafs into Mefopotainia, The boats are of a niiferable fabric, flat and open in 
the fore part, for horfes to enter j they are large enough to carry about four horfes 
each. Their way to crofs is, by drawing up the boat as high as they know to be necef- 
fary, and then with wretched oars ftriking over, flie falls a good way down by the force 
of the ftream, before they arrive at the further fide. 

Having faluted Affyne, we were conduced to fee the caille; which is a large old 
building on the top of a great long rock, feparated by a great gulph or natural 
bottom, from the land. At firft coming witliin the gates, which are of iron, we faw 
feveral large globes of ftone about twenty inches diameter j and great axles of iron, 
with wheels, which were entire blocks of w^ood two feet thick in the nave, and cut 
fomewhat to an edge toward the periphery ; and ferews to bend bows or engines, as 
alfo feveral brafs field pieces* 

Afcending up the fides of the rock by a way cut obliquely, you come to the caftle; 
At firft entrance, you find a way cut under ground down to the river. In the caftle, 
the principal things we faw were, firft a large room full of old arms; I faw there glafs 
bottles to be fhot ar the end of arrows ; one of them was ftuck at the end of an arrow, 
with four pieces of tin by its fides, to keep it firm, Vaft large crofs bows and beams, 
feemingly defigned for battering rams; and Roman faddles and head-pieces of a large 
fjze^fomeof which were painted; and fome large thongs for bow-ftrings, and bags for 
flinging ftones. But the jealoufy of the Turks would not permit ns to ftay fo long as 
would have been requifite for aperfeft examination of tliefe antiquities. 

From the caftle we returned to Aflyne, and were civilly treated. In the evening we 
went up into the country of Mefopotamia, The hills are chalky and fteep, and come 
clofe to the water fide without a plain mter\^ening, as it is upon the fide of Syria j fo 
that Beer flands on the fide of a hill. However, it has a couple of fine ftreams that run 
over the top of the hill; one of which drives two mills, and fo runs down to the city, 
which is well walled. In the fide of the hill, there is a kane under ground, cut into the 
rock, with fifteen large pillars left to fupport its roof, 

Monday, April £4.—We left Beer, and travelling weft, came in three hours to Nkib, 
a place well fituated at the head of the Towzad, Here is an old fmall church, very 
ftrong and entire ; only the cupola in the middle ol the crofs is broke down, and its 
fpace covered with leaves, to fit the place for a mofque, I believe the Turks made the 
places to which they turn in prayers, empty nitches, to fliew that they worfhipped 
one invifible God, not to be reprelented by images. In two hours we came from Nizib 
to a good chriftian village called Uwur ; and in an hour and a half more, to a well in 
the defert. 

Tuefday, April 25,—We travelled weft near two hours j and came through a fine 
country, diverfified into final! hills and valleys, to a village called Adjia, having left 
Silam and two other villages on the right hand. At Adjia I'ifes the river of Aleppo, 
from a large fountain, at once ; and juft above it runs the Sejour, whieft imght be let 
into it by a Ihort cut of ten yards. From Adjia our courfe was weft north weft. The 
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banks of the Sejour are well planteil with trees and villages. In two little hours we 
came to i\ntab, having croifed the Sejour at a bridge about three quarters of an hour 
before. Leaving the city on the right hand, we palled under its walls, and pitched about 
three quarters ol an hour from it, on a plain field on the banks of the Sqour. 

Antab Hands moHly on a hill, having a caftle on a round mount, at its north fide, 
exactly refembliiig that of Aleppo, though much lels. It has a very deep ditch round 
it; and at the foot of the mount within the ditch, is a gallery cut through the rock all 
round the caftle, with portals for fliot; and it is faced with ftone walls, where the 
rock was not ftrong enough. The houfes have generally no upper rooms j the bazars 
are large. 1 faw here a fine ftone very much refembling porphyry ; being of a red 
ground, with yellow fpecks and veins, very glofly. It is dug Jult by Antab. 

Antab is doubtlefs Antiochia penes Taurum : in the Ikirts of which it Hands, and is 
not far diftant from the highefl: ridge: it is about two thirds as big as Aleppo. 

Wednefday, April 26,—AVe palfed through a fruitful mountainous country, and came 
in feven hours and a quarter to Rowant caftle. It ftands on the top of a round Iteep 
hill,^ and has been ftrong for the times it was built in. It is probably a Saracen 
fabrick, and is nowin ruins. At the foot of the hill weft ward runs the river Ephreen; 
its courfe is fouth fouth weft. Our courfe from Antab to Rowant was north weft and 
by north. 

Thurfday, April 27. — We continued travelling through the mountains, which 
were now fomewliat more uneven and precipitous, but watered everv where with fine 
fprin^ and rivulets. In about fix hours we came to Corus; our courfe was fouth 
w^eft, having crofted the Ephreen about two thirds of an hour before. Juft by 
Corus is the river Sabon, that is, Chor or Char, which encompafles moft part of the 
city, 

Corus ftands an a hill, confifting of the city and caftle. The city ftands northerly; 
and from its north end afeending, you come at laft to a higher hill to the fouthward, on 
which ftands the caftle. The whole is now in ruins, which feems to have been very 
l^ge, walled very ftrongly with hugefquare ftones. Within are obfervable the ruins, 
pillars, &c. of many noble buildings. On the weft fide there is a fquare enclofure of 
great capacity, compafled with good walls and five gates, which admitted into it; as one 
may difeern by the rui^ of them. I conjeaured they might be the cathedral. 

Below the caftle hiD, to the fouthward, ftands a noble old monument. It is fix 
fquare, and opens at fix windows above ; and is covered with a pyramidical cupola. 
In each imgle within is a pillar of the Corinthian order, of one ftone; and there is a 
fine architrave all round juft under the cupola, having had heads of oxen carved on it; 
and it ends a-top with a large capital of the Corinthian order ; near this fever al fepulchral 
altars, of which only one has a legible infeription. 

Friday, April 28.—We left Corus, and without the town about half a mile fouth 
eaft, we defeended down through a way cut obliquely on the fide of a precipice, which 
l^ds to a bridge of feven arches of a very old ftruaure, over the river Sabon. And 
about a quarter of a mile further, wp came to another bridge of three very large arches 
orcr the river Ephreen. 1 hefe bridges are very ancient, and well built of fquare ftone. 
Three pillars have an acute angle on the fide againft the ftream, and a round buttrefs on 
the^mer 3iid on both fides are niches for ftatues. They were well paved a-top 
with large ftones, and are doubtlefs, as well as that of the other fide of the town, the 
work 01 the excellent and magnificent Theodorit. 

From this bridge in about three hours, with a courfe fouth fouth eaft, or fouth eaft 
and by fouth, we arrived at Jan-Bolads, From Jan-Bolads to Chillis is one hour 
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and two thirds, courfe north north eaft. Chillis is a large populous town, and has 
fifteen mofqties that may be counted without the town; and it has large bazars. 
Many medals are found here, which feem to argue it to be ancient; but under wliat 
name I know not. 

Aleppo bears from Jan-Bolads fouth and by eaft ; Seck-Berukel fouth fouth weft. 
An iiour from Jan-Bolads is Azals. And tw'o hours further, we lodged in the plain, 
which about Chillis and Azafsis very v/ide and no lefs fruitful. This country is always 
given to the validea or grand-fignor’s mother. 

Saturday, April 29.—^We arrived by God’s blefling fafe in Aleppo, having travelled 
about five hours with a courfe fouth and by eaft. 


OF THE VALLEY OF SALT, WHICH IS ABOUT FOUR HOURS 

FROM ALEPPO. 

THIS valley is of two or three hours extent; we were three quarters of an hour in 
crofling one corner of it. It is of an exaft level, and appears at a diftance like a Lkg of 
w'ater. There is a kind of a dry cruft of fait all over the top of it; which founds, 
when the horfes go upon It, like frozen fnow when it is walked upon. There are 
three or four fmall rivulets empty themfelves into this place, and wafli it all over, about 
autumn, or when the rains fall. 

In the heat of the fummer the water is dried off, and when the fun has fcorched th* 
ground, there is found remaining the cruft of fait aforefaid; which they gather and 
feparate into feveral heajps, according to the degrees of finenefs; feme being exquifitely 
white, others alloyed with djrt. 

It being foft in fome places, our horfes hoofs ftruck In deep ; and there I found in 
one part a foft brown clay, in another a very black one, which to the tafte was very 
fait, though deep in the earth. Along on one fide of the valley, viz. that towards 
Gibul, there is a fmall precipice about two men’s lengths, occafioned by the continual 
taking away the fait; and in this you may fee how the veins of it lie. I broke q 
, piece of it,, of which that part that was expofed to the rain, fUn, and air, though it had 
the fparks and particles of fait, yet it had perfeftly loft its favour, as in St. Matthewj 
chap. 5. The inner part, which was cornie&ed to the rock, retained its favour, as I 
found by proof. 

In fcveral places of the valley, we found that the thin cruft of fait upon the furface, 
bulged up, as if fome infeH working under it had raifed it; and taking off the part, 
we found uhder it efflorefcences of pure fait foot out according to its proper fip-ure. 

At the neighbouring village Gibul, is kept the magazines of fait, where you find 
great mountaiiw (as I may fay) of that mineral, ready for fale. The valley is farmed of 
the grand fignior at 1200 dollars per ann um . 
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cbeHlk is ereftj but there is another near it of a which lies upon 

the ground. 

Continuing our route for an hour and a quarter w- d by another village called 
El Marge, wiiich lies on the right hand of the road, u. like thofe before mentioned, 
was furrounded with palm-trees. And after another hour, that Ls, about nine o^clock, 
having come to a place called Chanke; where we pitched our tents, and refreflied 
ourfelves, after having fuftered much from the burning heat of the fun- Here the in¬ 
habitants of the place, who ai*e called Bedwins, live in tents, alter the manner of the 
Arabians. It was piteous to behold the poverty of thofe habitations under a poor tent, 

I might indeed fay under a black piece of coarfe canvas, fubdivided into t^ee apart¬ 
ments ; in the moil retired of which the women have refidence ; in the middle fome 
of the men and women live pTomifcuoufly ; and in the outermoft are kept all the 
beaft and cattle of the field, the cocks and hens, and goats. Wliich feemed to me to 
be a lively reprefentation of the maimer of habitation practifed by the ancient patriarchs, 
Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, &c. 

Sept. 3.—After three o’clock in the afternoon we departed from this place, and in 
about an hour’s journey we loft fight ot that chain of mountains which we faw to¬ 
wards the fouth, at a great diftance from us. And a little after, we faw, towards the 
north, hills of fand, appearing not unlike our hills in Italy when covered with fnow, 
and which continued in view for three hours ; but at length, when it was late 01 the 
evening, we loft fight of thefe alfo; I am told, however, they reach all the way to Damiata. 
Here then we halted at about a quarter after eight, remaining all night in the open air ; 
not far from another caravan, more numerous than ours, which had ftopped in this very 
place, though it had fet out before us. 

Sept. 4. —Early in the morning, about half an hour after four, departed from 
hence, diredting our journey always either due eaft, or eaft-north-eaft, dirough a 
number of little hills which were interfperfed here and there ; fill we ftopped, about 
half an hour after ten, in an agreeable fpot of ground, adorned with a beauriful verduro, 
where we dined ; and piirfuing our journey from thence about one in the afternoon, 
about five we came to a parcel of ragged mountains called Huhebi, fituated towards the 
fouth I and after we had continued our route for thre^ hours more we refted about 
eigin o’clock. 

Sept. 5,“Having rifen at midnight along with the moon, we departed from this 
place about half an hour after one; and makiiig our way over hills, as the day ap¬ 
peared we perceived we had paffed the fummit of them, and were upon the defcent, 
which declined very gently and gradually. At three quarters after feven we pafed by 
Hagirot, on the left hand of which are two places where there is water that is barely 
tolerable for men to drink, but full good enough for the camels* The Arabs often 
take poffeflion of thefe places in the time of war. 

Soon after we had pafled by this place, ftill continuing on the defcent, we difcovered 
the Red Tea, and fome ftiips in port, two of which were then acliially departing towards 
GIdda ^ and having paffed much fuch another place as Hagirut, called Birel Suefe, 
where there is good water for camels, we came at length fafe and < found about three 
quaxters after ten in the morning to Suefs, and leaving the gate of the city upon the 
right hand, we pitched our tents on theoutfide of the walls, on the fea-fhore, with the 
city to the fouth of us, and the Tea to the tiorth-eaft; and remained under our tents 
during the heat of the day. 

* PoiTiHjr it was fomewliere hereaboiUa that Mofes turned to go and encamp before Etham^ when, accord¬ 
ing to the obfervation of Pharaoh, he feeinetl to be intaugled in the land; or in that ridge of mouiiitains 
which lay towar4s ihe South, $ee Esod* jtiii, ?o. xir, 3 ; and Shawls Travels^ p* 345* 
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The cky of Suefs is fmall and inconfiderable, and its walls half in ruins, withthrte 
fmall turrets or mofchs. It is fituated in 29 degrees 50 minutes of north latitude at the 
extremity of the Red-fea, having the fea to the eaft, and the port to the’ fouth 
wWch is furrounded on the eaft fide by an ifland, and in which there were then ten 
ftups prep^mg to fet fail by the firft opportunity, whofe companies at prefent compofed 
the ^reateir part of the inhabitants of that city. When they are gone^ the remainder of 
the inhabitants retura towards Cdro^ leaving only one or two perfons behind to guard 
the place; and all this on account of the great fcarcity of water and provifioos, for 
nothing will grow thereabouts^ and there is no water nearer than fix or feven hours 
journey towards the north eaft ; to bring which the camels fet out about four oMock 
m the afternoon, and arriving about midnight, as foon as they had filled their veffels, 
th^ retmn and generally get back to Suefs about eight o'clock in the morning, A fmall 
veflei of water IS fold for three or four medinas*, and the larger veffels for eight or ten 
medinas, according to the demand for it. 

Not fai from our tents there w'as a little hill, or rather a gentle rifing ground, with the 
i^ns of fome ancient buildings which they fay are the remains of fome famous citv. 
There are alfo on this hill two cannons, which lie on the ground, and which upon viewing 
narrowly, I perceived were eaft by the Turks, becaufe upon the fmaller one were Arabic 
characters, expreflmg the year when they were made, which upon computation I found to 
be ^bout one hundred and ninety-feven years ago. The lefs was ten feet long, and its bore 
about foven inches and three quarters French meafure ; the larger, of a more ordinary 
kind of workmanOiip, was near twice as long, being nineteen feet bug, and its bore 
feven mches and a half. Ihere were alfo feveral other cannons King in the city, made 
01 brafs, but eaft with more flullthan thofe before mentioned- 

Sept. 6. We fet out firom this place early in the morning, and to avoid going a 
great way about, round the northern point of this arm of the RedTea, we went by boat 
from this part of Africa to that part of Afia tvhich lies diredily over againft it, at the difr 
ranee of one quarter of an Italian mile, ^ In our pafTage, we aftuaiJy met fome veflels 
gomg to Suefs to purchafethe water, ^vhich as I mentioned before, was brought thither 
to be fold, on camels backs from the mountains. 

And^ now having pafled the Red-fea, the heat of the fun being exccflively greats 
v/e again loaded our camels, and departed from our landing place about eleven o’clock, 
and a journey of three hours to the eaft Tout h-eaft, leaving fame moimtains | at a 
great diftaiice towards our left hand, and having the Red-fea on our right, we refted 
about two o clocK near certain fountains called i\in el Mufa, or the Fountains of Mofes, 
fituated among little hills ; which 1 went to, and found the water tolerably good, but 
with a little faitnefs ; and no fooner does it rife out of the bowels of the earth, but it is 
loft again in thelkid, or as I may fay, is in the day time mftantly abforbed by the burn- 
mg and thirfty fanch At night it feems to flow further than it does by day, as may be 
feen by the traces it leaves behind; and I believe, if the place were cleanleil (it being 
very mil or dirt and mud}^, the water would be fweeter, and there vrould be a larger 
current, for there are three fprings which run not far from each other, into which the 
Arabs luffer the camels to enter when they drink, 

be plainly foen a wonderful aperture t in the mountains 
on the other fide of the Red Sea, through and from which the children of Ifrael en¬ 
tered into the Red Sea, when PJiaraoh and his hoft were drowned ; which aperture is 
fituated welblouth-weft from thefe fountains of Mofes ^ and the breadth of the fea here- 


^ A tyciljup is -] ErtcflJ/h money, 
t Hite mbuutain-i and calUc of 8ediir or Skt 
t Called Mofes Pilia-hiroth, or the mo 
Clyfma* PJiiloflj lib. iih c^p, fi. 


See Gen, x\r, i 8 , and Pococke's Travels, p, 139 , 
or cpefiing of Hirotli, Exod. xiv. and by the Greeks 
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abouts, where the Uie children of Ifrae! paffed it, is about four or five hours journey 
But from Suez by land to thefe fountains would be feven or eight hours journey. 

The place where we then were is called Sedur ; we refted ourfelves in it till fun-fet. 
At laft, about a quarter after fix, we fet forward on our journey, and going in the dark 
through the defart of Sedur, we wandered here and thei'e out of our road, till we 
flopped about midnight to take a little reft upon a fmall hill of fand, where they fay there 
are abundjmee of ferpents; but, thanks to God, we received no harm. 

Sept. 7.— About three quarters alter fix in the morning we agahi began our travels, 
journej'ing through the defart of Vardan *, ftill moving more and more from the Red 
Sea. In tliis defart we flopped to refrefii ourfelves, about three quarters after ten, or 
about three leagues diftant from the Red Sea. And after dinner (here 1 was very 
much out of order) we again let forward about three o’clock, travelling through the 
plams in excefhve hot w’eather, till eight at night, when we refted. 

Sept. 8.-—^From this place we departed about three o’clock in the morning, making 
our way over feveral hills and vales, which brought us towards the mountain Gebel 
Hamam el Faran f. And about feven o’clock we found feveral trees, and feme ver¬ 
dant fpots of earth, in the midft of the barren fand ; and there came from the moun¬ 
tains a moft delightful breeze, which fenlibly refrefhed my bowels ; fo that I was fur- 
prizingly reftored to my health. 

At length we entered into an exceeding pleafant and agreeable wood, at the foot of 
the aforefaid mountain of Hamam el Faran, and refted otirfelves at three quarters after 
eight, in a place called Garondu ; which is a fmall, but moft delightful valley, ftdl of 
certain trees with which it is beautified, and which emit a moft agreeable odour, not 
unlike the fmell of the balfam of Peru. There are alfo in this place many palm-trees, 
and in the bottom of the vale is a rivulet flowing from the aforementioned mountain, 
the water of which is tolerably good, and in fufiicient plenty, but is however not free 
from feme bitternefs, though it is very clear. After it has run through this valley for 
feme hours towards the weft, it then empties itfelf into the Red Sea, Many think this 
to be the place mentioned, Exod. xv, 23. where it is faid of the Ifraelites, that ‘ When 
they came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter j 
till theLord fliewed unto Mofes a tree, which when he had call into the waters, the waters 
were made fweet.’ 

Sept. g.—We departed from this delicious place at one o’clock in the morning; 
but behold, fcarce were we got out of the valley, wken our guides found that twm of 
their camels were miffing (they had been ftolen by fome thieves during the night time), 
and iherefore the caravan flopped, till they went in fearch of their loft camels; but not 
being able to hear any tidings of them, w,e proceeded on our journey all that night and 
the next day till a quarter after eleven, without fuffering any great inconveniences 
from the hills and rales we paffed over, upon which we met with feveral green tufts, 
and prickly trees, called in Arabic chafem^ though on either hand of us our road 
was bounded with huge and rugged mountains. And having taken a moderate dinner 
under one of thefe mountains or marble, we departed from thence at three quarters 

Or Ouardaup Pococke^s Ti'av, p. 139, 

f In this Journal of 8, thefe mountains are deferibed under the character of the Mountains of 
Kamam el Pharaone, or the baths of Pharao j which 1 fuppofe to be a miHake in the pe6ple of the country, 
who, not knowing why thefe baths fhould be called the baths of Faran, or rather Paran, have given them 
the name of the hatha of Pharao. But in the times of Mofes this whole country was known by the 
name of the rvildernefs of Faran, Gen jiii. ai, Num. x, 12, xii. 16, xiii. 3. i r, whence 

Mount Sinai was aFo called Mount Faran, Dent, xxxiii, 2, Hah. and therefore probably thefe bathi 

were originaiiy the baths of Faran. Bee Pococke's Trav, p, 139. 
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after three ; and continuing our journey ftill in a fandy, but tolerably even road, though 
between hills and mountains on every fide, we came towards the fetting of tliefun, tT 
a large and fpacious plain, which had a gentle afcent up to it, but was itfelf environe 1 
by mountains. After we had paffed this, we came about nine o'clock at night, by an 
eafy defcent, to a valley called Nefo, which was about a league diftant from an Arab 
village of the fame name, where was a fpring of excee^g good and delightful 
water. 

Sept. JO. —Having pitched our tents, we remained here, in order to provide our. 
felves with water, till four o'clock in the evening; at which time we again fet forward 
on our journey ; and as foon as we had paffed the aforementioned valley, we began 
to rife over hills and mountains by a tolerably eafy afcent, till, haidng as it \i'ere over¬ 
come the mountain, we refted at a place called Chamil. 

Sept. 11.—^In the mor^g, at a quarter after five, we departed from this place, and 
through a rugged road, in which there lay a great many blocks of marble, with great 
difficulty we got up on a very high mountain. In this road, on each hand of us, were 
exceeding high mountains, of the mofi: beautiftil granates of various colours, but chiefiy 
red. At length about three quarters after eleven, we reached the fummit of the 
mountain, or rather of the mountains, but with great difficulty; and from this place 
we were able to difcover mount St. Catharine. And from thence defcending by a 
tolerably eafy road, we came to a valley in a plain, where, at place called El Banih, 
we flopped at three quarters after one; and having made a Ihort meal under a tree, 
we fet forward again about two o’clock; going up the mountain by a road neither very 
fteepnor rugged j which when we had gotten the" better of, we began to defcend again 
by a tolerably open road to a valley between two exceeding high mountains of marble. 
And as foon as we had arrived at this valley, which was about fun-fet, we immediately 
turned pur coiirfe to the left, where we alfo came to another valley, befet with high 
mountains on either fide j and, having got to the top of the hill, we halted, about 
half an hour after feven, at a place called Marah, where we ftaid all night, greatly 
diftreffed with the lharpnefs and fevere coldnefs of the air. From this place to 
Mount Sinai the road is tolerably even and pleafant, with mountains of granite marble 
on either fide. 

Sept- 12.—^Having rifen a little after midnight^ we departed from this place about 
half an hour after two, and going through a fandy road, which lay' in a valley be¬ 
tween mountains, we came about fun-rife to a moll pleafant and agreeable place called 
Barak, where was a very delightful wood, which appeared the more charming be- 
cufe hitherto our road had lain only over rocks, fulls, and mountains, the very 
fight of which alone was fufficient to terrify the traveller. And having amufed our- 
felves for the fpace of an hour with the delightfulnefs of this wood, we again proceeded 
on our journey, wiiich led us twilling and uvining between rugged mountains, fome- 
tiraes eallward, fometimes northward, and fomedmes fbuthward, though we never 
were out of our way. And about eight o’clock we came to a rock, which (lands by 
itfelf, where the Turks fay the prophet Mahomet relied himfelf j and where, when he 
attempted to fit down, die rock yielded under him like the fofteft wax, and formed 
itfelf into die lhape'of a feat for him (there appears indeed a little hollow in the Hone, 
which may have given rife to this tratUdon), and on that account the Turks approach 
the place with great reverence, llroking the Hone with the palms of their hands, and 
killing it with their lips.. 

And now continuing our journey towards Mount Sinai, in order to go the bell road,, 
we took a great circuit towards the left hand, though there is anodier Ihorter. an I 
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more tlirecl road; yet becaufe there are fome fteep afceiits and defcents m it, our 
puides chofe the left-hand road, though the longer, as being better for the camels. 
And about three quarters after nine, as we were palling by a mofque where a certain 
Schiech Saleh was buried, who is held by the Turks in great veneration, Several of onr 
guides and palfeneers went thither to receive a beiiedidion; and that the camels and 
The reft of the bcafts might be partakers of it, they brought from thence a Imall quantity 

of fiuidwth which they fprinkled them. 

At length, about mid-day we difeovered fome fquare buduiugs m the neighbour¬ 
hood of Mount Sinai, which, as I was informed, the Arabs make ufe of as repofitories 
for tlieir corn j and on the other fide, upon the left hand, we difeovered the garden 
belonging to the convent, full of trees, which is fituated juft at the foot of Mount 
Sinai. And going in a fouth-weft direSion, when we came juft over againft the afore- 
faid garden, we faw another vale lie open to the fouih-eaft, in the middle of which, at 
rhe diftance of half an hour, Hands the convent of the holy Mount Sinai; to which all 
of us, partly out of devotion and partly becaufe of the ditficulti'^ of the road, afeended 
on foot between two exceeding high mountains, that to the north-eaft called Mount 
St. Beilin *, and the other to the right called Horeb or Choreb. In the niiddle between 
thefe two mountains is fituated the convent of Mount Sinai, in twenty-eight degrees of 
north latitude; it is built in an oblong figure, with only one great door, which direSIy 
faces the north-weft, and looks into that vale through which we came. Ihe wall of 
the convent towards the north-weft,aswellastliattothe fouth caft, are equally two hun¬ 
dred and four feet long of French meafure. And the other twm, one of which 
faces the fouth-weft, and the other the north-eaft, are each two hundred and for^- 
five feet long, being for the moft part built of fquare Hones fix feet and one third 
broad; but the walls are of an unequal height, according to the in^uality of the 
foundation. 1 meafured the corner which looks towards the weft, and it was forty-five 
feet high. 

And forafmuch as the great door is always walled up, to prevent the incurfions of 
the Arabs, immediately after the entrance of a new archbilhop, which happened this 
very year, every other perfon who is defirous of going into the convent mult be drawn 
up with a rope to a great window, thirty feet high from the ground, in that part of the 
wall which looks to the north-eaft. And when one is got into the convent, there^ is 
nothuig of curiofity to be feen, all the buildings and edifices, efpecially thofe which 
concern the friars or the religious, and the fmaller chapels, being built of rough 
bricks, in great contulicn and irregularity,- without either fymnietry or order, making 
here and there crooked and dark paffages, with feveral afeents and defeents ; only the 
building of the great church of the Transfiguration of our Saviour Jefus Chrift may 
be confidered as worthy our obfervation. It was built, they fay, by the emperor Juf- 
tiuian; and is in length eighty feet, and in breadth fifty three; but the breadth is 
diminifhed by a wall on either fide at nine feet diftance from the outward wall, for 
the conveniency of chapels which are made in it, as I fliall hereafter mention; fo 
that there remains only thirty-five feet in the clear. In this great aifle are three rows 
of pillars forming three naves, and the pavement is finely adorned with variety of figures 
in different kinds of marble. But the great altar is after the cuftom of the Greeks, 
entirely gilt. 

The prefbytery is of an oval figure both within and without; and adorned with 
Mofaic work reprefenting the Transfiguration of our Saviour Jefus Chrift, and on 


* St* Epifteme, Pococke’s Travels, vol.i, p.143, i47- 
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emperor Juftim'an, who was the .founaer of the 
<hurch. Before the prefbytery are four caudlefticks, two of which are very magni- 
cen , bemg- fix feet high, and made of brafs richly ornamented ; and o7tlie fike 
workmanflnp there are two more hanging down in the middle of the church whkh 
^e capb e of holding feverai candles. There are befides many lamps hanging urand 
down m the church, fome of filyer and fomeofgold; the moft remarkai^e fre diofe 
a ^g in the pre%tery, which are for the moft part all of gold ; but tliat wliich 

hangs III thegreat altar is alfofet with jewels. ai wmen 

Next to tins church of the Transfiguration is the little chape! of the Bufh*, which 

h.dh ““fo ^loPes in a flame of fire out of the 

l^S’chan r ""‘'I' “ immediately adjoins to the wall of the pre%tery. 

wdJh "*7^ feventeen feet longj the pavement of it is adorndd 

^rfin^t Wran"^ f walls-with porcelain ; there 

aTiT, }^mps both of gold and filver. It was built, they fay, by queen Helena; 

colred^^dfh 'It fuppofed to be direftly InL die altar, and is 

fTw^h ft 7 ^7'f ’ rf- candlefticks, eight 

chzpelsi that to the fouth 

St James chapel of the Seventy Martyrs, and that to the north is the chapel of 

come into the great chrach, there are on the fouth fide three chapels ; 

tford o^t? fecond of St. Simon the Stylite, and the 

tmrd of the Saints Cofma and Damiamis. And on the other fide towards the north, 

^ St Andipe ; fecondly,of the Saints Conflantine 

third of St. Mariana. This whole cliurch is covered with 

Befides this church and thefe chapels, there are feventeen other little churches or 
chapels fimate here and there in the convent; i. That of St. Peter and St. Paul, which 

TITTT’ "■ St. George; 3. St. Stephen; 4. St. Michael the 
Qf Kf 1F1 ’ >■ Gregory, and Chryfoftome; d. Demeti'ins the Martyr; 7. 

St. Nicholas ; 8. St. Mofes and Aaron; 9. St. Sergius Waefaus ; 10. St. JohnBaptift; 
11. St. Anthony the .Abbot; 12. Of the Five Martyrs, Eullratius, Euxendius, Barbal 
.tysemus ; 13. St. John the Evangelift; 14. St. Catharine; 15 and 
^ .two Epikopal Chapels; 17. One in the garden where the friars are buried. And 
Deiioes .ail thele chapels there is a mofque with a tm-ret for the Turks, which Hands 
near tlie weftem door of^ the great church; for the prefervation of which, they fay, 
Wey fia.ve leyerai immunities granted them under the hand of the prophet Mahomet, 
inere is nothing elfe in the convent remarkable. 

There is no record when this convent was built, except what remains on a Hone over 
the great door, the infeription on which is m Arabic charafters fo ancient, that none of 
us could read them except the year, Oy/*, which denotes 526. This ftone. according 
to *e trachtion of the fathers of the convent, firft ftood over the chapel of the BulJi, 
cin was p aced there by St. Helena; but, after the great church, and the walls of the 
convent were built, this ftone was moved out of its ancient place, and fixed in the wall 
wh^e It now Hands. But in my opinion, this hiHory is without foundation, becaufe 
1. - Helena hved m the fourth century, whereas the afore-mentioned infeription belongs 

fo*a^uth hiftory that Uiia part of Mount Horeb i* called Mount Sinai, the Hebrew 
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to tlie fixtli century : I rather think tlierefore that tills ftoiie was engraved and fixed up 
by the order of Juftinian, who ivas the founder of the convent. 

When we firft came into tlie convent, we were received by the fathers and brothers 
of the convent with the greateft afieftion and regard, and efpecially by the archbifliop 
.laanikius, who was the fuperior and prefident of the place; and wlio gave us a very 
elegant fupper, and affigned us very convenient apartments, confifting of five chambers, 
in a part of the convent that was newly built; and alfo for our better accommodation, 
indulged us with the liberty of going when we pleafed into the garden; which is not 
permuted even to the monks- And we having there pitched a tent, dined and fupped 
in it every day wliile we ftaid. 

The aforefaid garden is fituated on the outfide of the walls of the convent, to the 
north-weft; to which there is a paffage under ground from the convent wdth iron gates to 
it. This garden is fufficiently fpacious, and very well fupplied with good water, with 
which it is daily watered, and by that mearas produces great quantities of all forts 
of plants, and herbs, and trees j fuch as almonds, apples, peaches, olives, figs, pome¬ 
granates, pears, and in particular moft delicious grapes both red and white; and as 
this month happened to be the feafon for ripe grapes, as well as many other fruits, we 
gave a loofe to our appetites; and the air of the place being exceeding fine and 
wholefome, indulged our palates with great freedom and luxury. 

The temperature of the air feemed to me as moderate, as if I had been in one of 
the moft temperate climates of Trance in the month of September; the heat of the day 
not being exceffive, nor the night air infufterably cold. However, I cannot but think 
that the heat of this place in fmnraer, as well as the cold in winter, muft be almoft 
infnpportable, fince, during the winter feafon, the fnow falls here in great abundance. 

September 13.—This day being Holy Sunday, we were invited to attend at church, 
as we ufually did on other days, where the archbifliop himfelf officiated, and fang 
the mafs cloathed in his pont^calibus, wearing on his head a fort of imperial crown made 
in filver, of exquifite workmanffiip; with the reft of the minifters that attended him, 
in very fumptuous apparel; which when ended, we dined in the common refectory of 
tlie convent, with the archbiffiop and the reft of the monks, wffio eat only of one diflt. 
After dinner, all of us (landing up, we took each a moderate piece of bread, cut from 
one loaf, and drank alfo all out of one cup, the archbifliop beginning firft. Wfeen all 
had drunk, we broke up, and departed. This ceremony is obferved as a mark of 
mutual love and charity. 

September 15.—At two in the afternoon we went out of the convent to fee the holy 
places thereabouts; and as foon as we got out we began to afeend the mountain, winch 
is made tolerably convenient by the means of (lone fteps cut in it up to Mount Sinai, to 
the number of fifteen thoufand (the way to it is direftly fouthwardj: and after an afeent 
of a fmall half hour we came to a moll delicious fountain of cold water, wliich fprings 
direftly out of the rock, formed here into a kind of grotto. The Greeks tell many 
wonderful (lories of this water, but as they feem to be without foundation, I think 
it more advifeable not to repeat them. 

Going on further for another half hour we came to a fmall church or chapel, 
dedicated to the bleffed Virgin Mary; and proceeding from hence by the Heps, came 
to a narrow part of the road adorned with a gate; where, they fay, many confeffionary 
priefts ufed formerly to (it, to hear the conieffions of the pilgrims that came to vifit 
thefe places, and were not permitted to proceed any further, till they had obtained 
remiffion of their fins; fo that being made clean by the participation of this facrament, 
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h ey nxight proceed to obtain a benedidion from the Lord, and mercy from God oiir 
Sa viour, repeating as they went, the third verfe of the xxivth Pfalm, Who fliall 
afc end into the hill of the Lord ? and who fliall Hand in his holy place ? Even he that 
hat h clean hands, and a pure heart, 

As foon as we had pafled the gate, we, faw on our right hand a very liigh motmtain 
towards the weft, being almoll perpendicular over us: near the fummit of which there 
grew, as it were in defpite of nature, a beautiful green tree, wliich appeared as if it 
grew out of a wail. And at about the dillance of another quarter of an hour, we came 
to another gate, which when we had pafled, we entered into a beautiful plain, where 
are two delightful cyprefs trees, and two olive trees, near to a well of fweet water, 
wliich, as they fay, is only a colleftion of water that Is made by the winter fnows and 
rains/ And to tliis part of Mount Horeb it was that Elias the prophet fled from the face 
of Jezebel, as is mentioned i Kings xix, 9, where it is faid, that, when he arrived at the 
Mount of God, ' he came thither to a cave, and lodged tiierej* which cave exifts 
to tills very day, and is fituated at the foot of Mount Sinai, and is now inclofed in a 
church built of red and white granite marble; the entrance into which is from the 
weft* The dimenfions of this cave are, in length five feet, in depth four feet, and 
height four and a half; which when we had vifited, we returned to the well, and 
lodged all night under the olive trees. Tliis plain w 4 ere we lay was entirely furrounded 
with mountains, that formed two valleys, one of them extending itfelf to the fouth- 
fouth-weft, and leading dire£lly to the convent of the Forty Martyrs; the other 
flretchmg to the north^weft. 

September 16.—Early in the morning, before break of day, we ^ began to afeend 
the holy Mount Sinai from the aforefaid church of St* Elias, and found the afeent to be 
very ftiarp; fo that unlefs the aforementioned fteps had been made in the hill, by 
laying broad ft ones one upon another, weftiould have found the afeent to be exceeding 
difficult, it being much more fteep than the afeent of the preceding day. The courfe 
of our road lay direftly towards the footh; and after an afeent of three quarters 
of an hour we were ftiewed the place, a little out of the road to the left hand, where 
the Mahometans fay that Mahomet, together with his camel, w^as taken up by the angeJ 
Gabriel into heaven; and that this camel was of fuch a lize, that it ftood with one of 
its feet at Mecca, another at Damafeus, the third at Cairo, and the fourth on Mount 
Sinai; w here ftili remains tlie mart made by the impreflion of his foot in tlie very marble 
rock. However the Greek monks acknowledge that this mark was made by themfelvesv 
to gain the more veneration from the Turks for this holy mountain, if not on account 
of its own fanftity, and the wonderfui works performed there by God, yet at leaft 
on account of diis miracolous impreffion of the earners foot. Accordingly, it has pre¬ 
vailed on all Mahometans to treat this place with the higheft regaivk 

At length, after a fmall quarter of an hour, we arrived on the holy Mount Sinai, 
and as foon as we had got on the plain, which is on the top of it, we immediately faw 
a church and a Turkiili mqfque. Formerly indeed there was a large church built upon 
this place, which alnioft covered and occupied as it were the whole plain ; but tliis was- 
tleftroyed by the Turks, who left only one part, towards the north, for the ufe of the 
Chriftians, and referved the other, towards the foutb, for fhe ufe of the Mahometans* 

Before you come to the church of the C’Jiriftians tliere is a cave in tlie rock adjoining 
to it, into which there is a very narrow entrance* In this place, the tradition is, that 
Mofes faw the glory of the I/Ord, as mentioned Exodus xxxiii. 21, ^ And the Lord 

faid, behold there is a place by me, and thou flialt ftaud upon a rock; aud it flmll 
come to pafs while my glory paflbth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and I 
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Vyill cover thee ^vith mine hand while I pafs by ; and I will take away mine hand, 
and ihoii flialtfee niy back parts, but my face fhall not beleen/ And accordingly it 
is faid by common tradition, that it was in this clift of the rock that Mofes was hid 
by the Lord; but Mofes, neverthelefs, that he might have a better view of the fore- 
mentioned glory, having railed his head and body on high, left his entire figure 
inipreded in tlie marble rock, to perpetuate the memory of this miracle. So that in the 
lower part of the rock there remains the impreflioii, as if it had been in melted wax, of 
his knees* and both his hands, and in the upper part the impreflion of his back and one 
half of his face. 

And going futther on this plain, we entered into the church that is contiguous to the 
rock juft mentioned, wdiicli church is fubdivided into two chapels: in the larger the 
(Greeks perfonn divine feiwice, mid in the other the Roman catholics; and in this place, 
they fay, it was that Mofes received the two tables of teftiinony, as mentioned Exodus 
xxxi, 18- ‘ And the Lord gave Mofes in Mount Sinai two tables of telUmony, tables 

offione, written with the finger of God/ But on the other fide of the mount, as I 
faid, towards the fouth-fouth-weft, Hands the Turkifh mofque, built in the form of 
an oblong, in which are hung up feveral vefiels filled with myrrh, and otlier oblations 
which are cuftomary with the Turks, who hold this place in the higheft veneration; and 
I believe this mofque may be about feventy paces diftant from the chriflian church, the 
fiiperfices of this plain on the top of Mount Sinai not being very large. 

Under the ealtern part of this mofch there is another cave, greater than that of St. 
Elias, in which, they fay, Mofes commonly dwelt when he was upon the top of this holy 
mount. The door of this cave looks towards the valley which extends itfelf towards the 
fouth-weft ; and in this valley ftarids Rephidim, where mention is made. Exodus xvii. 1, 
that the IfraeUtes murmured for want of water. From this mountain there is a fair 
profpeft of Mount St. Catharine, lying towards the fouth-weft, and of the Red-fea 
towards the fouth and weft. After we had each of us performed our devotions, we imme¬ 
diately defcended again towards the well on Mount Horeb, from whence we laft came- 

And after we had dined we departed from thence, at eleven ofolock, through the 
valley that extends itfelf towards the north-weft, which condufted us, as it were in a 
circle, towards the fouth. In this journey we met with feveral places that were for¬ 
merly inhabited, as alfo with fome churches ; the moft remarkable is that of St. Pan- 
teleon; over which, near the fummit of the mountain, on the left haiul, towards 
the fouth eaft, there is a cave, in which two kings fons fpent their lives in performing 
rigid penances- And a little further from this church we began to defcend a very iteep 
mounton for a W'hole hour ; and when we came into the valley, found a convent, 
which is called the convent of the Forty Martyrs- 

^ The convent of the Forty Martyrs is fituated in the midft of a vale, having Mount 
Sinai on the eaft, and Mount St. Catharine^s on the weft. But before I had entered the 
convent, two Arabs came up to me, and fainted me very amicably, and after they had 
lighted their match from my pipe, left me to wait at fome diftance for the arrival of a 
monk that was our guide, who had ftaid behind with the reft of our cojupanions, for I 
had come hither alone, having ontw^alked the reft; but upon their arrival, the tVvO 
Arabs flopped them, and threatened to fire among them, if they did not deliver up the 
monk who was their conduflor, and oblige him to come out from among them ; which 
when it was done, they took him and bound him, and carried him oft* to the neigh- 

^ Qu^re, Might not the fame chilfels that engraved the ImprefSon of ilie foot ofMaliome/s camof have 
engraved thofe alfo of the knees ^nd hands of Moles, 
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bourmg mountains; faymg to the reft ‘ Depart in peace, for we have noJIl-will to you, 
but have a reckoning to make up with this rafcal of a monkj’ who followed theni 

Without attempting to refift. 

This affair gave my companions a great deal of concern; for though they feemed 
able to have refcued tlie monk, yet they well knew that if thofe two Arabs had made 
anyioi e, tl^ would, upon the leaft notice, have had an hundred more come to their 
alliltance. For when two young Greeks, who were well armed, were going, contrary 
le opinion o the to the relief of the monk, the Arabs begannmTnediately to 
^ re at us ; upon which we all retired inftantly towards the convent, and left the monk 
m their hands with whom they foon made up their reckoning, and paid him in ftripes 

the account which tliey had to make up with the convent, of which he was the interpreter 

and procurator. ^ ^ 

Ihe convent of the Forty Martyrs has a fmall church, and but very indilFerent 

wlfo alTkfod j ^ V handfoine, and well ftored 

• n fruit, and is furrouiided as it were wfth a wood of olive trees. There 

IS hkewife a refervoir of good rain-water, and a fmall fpring of frefli water, which running 
tnrnugh It from the mountains, waters the gardens and all the adjacent valley. 

September 17.—Early this morning thofe of our company who were hale and ftrong 
departed to go up the mountain of St. Catliarine; but I, with about half the company, 
behind m the convent. The hillory of which journey is as follows: as foon as they 
were departed out of the convent, they began their journey towards the fouth-wefl, and 
alter an hour, they began to afcend a very rough mountain, and difficult of afcent; 
tOT as they were no fteps formed upon it, but the whole way covered with fmall trundling 
Itones, thefe gave way mider the feet. In this road there is abundance of curious 
a U 0“ «tJier fide, which are wonderfully marked by nature with 

me nioft beautiful veins, Ihooting forth in the refeinblance of trees, w'hofe branches are 
JO veij mmute, and yet fo very exaft, that art could not poffibly come up to it. Aiid 
or tnele they brought back with them a good quantity. 

After an hour’s Havel they came to the water called the Water of the Partridges. 
kuT 1 fpruig iffiies out of fome rude marble rocks, which are of a 

-f c. L^ fountain, the Greeks fay, broke out miraculoully when the body 
at. Latharme was caiTied from this mountain to the great convent, where her relicks 

* which time the bearers of her corpfe being ready to perilli 
7 Je partridges, which attended her funeral from the fmnmit of the moun¬ 
tain, condufted them to this place, and difcovered the fountain to them. 

J^rom tfos water, after three quarters of an hour, our travellers came to a plain, from 
whence they were able to difcover the fummit of Mount St. Catharine; and after they 
had ivalked m this plain for a good half hour, they began again to alcend the mountain, 
the greatelt difficulty of which is towards the top. So that the whole time of Havellmg 

Irom the convent of the Forty Martyrs to Mount St. Catharine may be looked upon to be 
about three hours. ■ ^ 

On fumimt of this mountain is a fmall plain, on W’luch, according to the tradition 
ot the Greeks, the body of St. Catharine the virgin and martyr, who fulfered under the 
emperor M^imin, w-^ depofited, having been brought thither by angels from Alex¬ 
andria ; and the mark of the place where foe was laid, ftill remains to be feen as you 
look towards Mount Sinai wliich Hands to* the north-eaft, at about four hours diilance. 
,. 5 or tills irnpreffion • is feven feet in black and white marble granite, with a 

both of red and yellow fpots. And about a year ago the monks built a 
I a c ape over this tomb, feven feet eight inches broad, ten feet long, tind fix feet high. 

workmen that engraved the irnpreffion of the foot of Mahomet’s camel. 
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From this mountain, which overlooks all the reft, there is an exceeding fine and ex- 

tenfive profpeft. Mount Sinai, as I faid before, lies towards the north^eaft, the Red^fea 
to the weft, as alfo Tor, a place fituated on the Red-fea, at two days journey diftance 
from hence. To the Ibuth appears that extended arm of the Red-fea, which is called 
the ^lanidc Gulph, upon which the tamous port of ^lana formerly flood. 

September i8.—We departed from this convent of the Forty Mart}a-s at a quarter 
after feven, through that vale which extends itfelf direaiy towards the north-weft ; and 
defending from the garden of the convent for a quarter of an hour, we came, as it 
were, through a wood of olive trees, to the church and cave of St. Onuphrius, in which 
he fpent a devout life for forty years. Which, when we had vifited, and gone for 
another quarter of an hour through the afbrefaid valley, we came to the ftone wtuch is 
called by the Greeks the Stone of the Fountains ; which Mofes ftruck twice * with his 
rod, as is defcribed Numb, xx, i x, where it is faid, ^ And Mofes lift op his hand, and 
with his rod he fmote the rock twice; and the water came out abundmitly/ 

Which aforementioned ftone f or folitary rock, is about twelve feet high, and about 
eight or ten feet broad, though it is not all of one equal breadth ^ it is a granite marble 

* N, B. Here our traveller is mlRakcn in his quotation out of the Scnpttires; for this is not the ftone 
which Mofes ftruck twice, as mentioned Numb, xx- 11, but the rock in the valley of RephidiiHi where the 
children of Iftael fought the Amalekitcd, before they arrived at Mount Sinai, as mentioned Exod- xvii. 7, 
whereas the ftone which Mofes ftruck twiccj as mentioned Numb, xx, is that ftone which will be fpoken 
#f liereaftcr in this Journal, under the tranfa6tious of 06 itober 2. 

\ N. B- The Devil tempted our Saviour by quoting texts of Scrlptute ; and as be hath continued ever 
fince to endeavour by pious frauds to deceive, if poftible^the very eleft, he therefore exciteth men, of fome- 
times good intent ions, to forge falfe miracles, to invalidate by that means, as far as lies in Ids power, 
thofe which were performed by our Saviour and his apoftlcs* One flagrant in fiance of which, among many, 
are thofe cur fed and belli ftv frauds piuffifed by the Grecian monks of Mount Sinai, in gi’aving impreffions 
in the rock, of the foot of Mahomet's camel, and of the body of St- Catherine and of Mofes ; which would 
take off from the evidence which this wonderful rock of Meribah daily gives of the truth of the MtJiaical 
hiftory, if it was pollible for the Devil to effe^f it. But as the marks in that ftone are of luch a nature, as 
that human ait is not capable of imitating them, the finger of God flicw'eth its own handy-work in 
the fupmiatural ilflures, which are broken deep into ihefolid granite in firch a mannerj as not polfibly to 
have been effected by human art. To convince the reader of which, I Oiall here give him a copy oi the 
defeription of this remaikahle ftone, as I find it in the Travels of Dr. Shaw and Dr. Pococke, 

Thu defeription of this rock, as given us by my friend Dr. Shaw, is as follows : After w^e had defeended 
“ with no fmall diflkulty down the weftern fide of this mountain, we came into the other plain that is 
formed by it, w^hich is Rephidim, Exod. xvii. 1. Here we ftUlfee that extraordinary anti quit y, the rock 
of Mcribahj Exod. xvii. 5, which hath contiaued down to this day without the leaft injury from time or 
accidents. It is a block of granite maible, about four yards fquare, lying tottering, as it were, and loofe. 
in the middle of the valley, and feems to have formerly belonged to Mount Sinai, which hangs in a 
varitty of precipices all over this plain. * The waters w'hich gufhed out, and the ftream whicli Sowed 
withaV Pl'ai, vii* 8* 21, have hollowed acrofs one corner of tliis rock a channel about two inches deep 
and twenty wide, appearing to be ciiiftatcd all over like the infide of a tea-kettle that hath been long in 
ute. Befides fevcral mofty produ£xions that are Hill prefervedby the dew, we fee all over this channel a 
“ great number of hokSjfome of them four or five inches deep, and one or two in diameter, the lively and 
** demonftrable tokens of th ere Ivaving been formerly fo many Ibuutains. It HkewiCe may be furtlierohferred, 
that art or chance could by no means be concerned in the contrivance ; for every circumflance points out 
to us a miracle ; and, in the fame manner with the rent in the rock of Mount Calvary at Jeriifslem, never 
fails to produce a religious forprize in all who fee it/' 

The account which my worihy friend Dr. Pococke gives of it is this ; “ Here they fliew the rock, which,- 
they fay, Mofes ftruck and the waters flowed out, when God told him. he would ftand before him 
upon the rock of Rofeb, whkli was afterwards called MafTah and Meribah. Jt is on the foot of Mount 
** Serick, and is a red granite ftone, fifteen feet long, ten wide, and about twelve higlu On both Tides of 
it, towards the fouth end, anefat the top of the ftone, for abimt the breadth of eight inches, it is difeo- 
1' ujed as by the rnmiing of winter j and all down this pm on both ftdes, and at the tr?p, a 
font of openings ormoiubs, fnme of which refemhie the lion’s month, that is fometimes cut in ftone 
fpcui*:', but appear ’ ut lobe the work of a tool There are about twelve on each fide, and within every 
one i:, an hyri^u.iL U crack, and in i'ome alio a crack perpcudiculmiy down. There is alfo a crack from 
one of the mouths next the hill, that extends two or three feet towards the uorthj^aud all ro.und the fuuth 
** end : the Arabs call tliis ftone the Stone oFMofes/^ 
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of a kind of brick colour, compofed of red and white fpots^ wliich are both duiky in 
their kind ; and itands by itfelf in the aforementioned vaHey as if it had grown out of 
the earth, on the right hand of the road towards the north-eafL There remains on it 
to this day the lively irapreffion of the miracle then wrought; for there are ftili to be 
feen places whence the v^^ater guflied out, fix openings towards the fouth^weft, and fix 
others towards the north-eaft ; and in thofe places where the water flowed, the clefts 
are Hill to be feen in the rock, as it were with lips. 

Which, when we had attentively obferved, we proceeded on our journey, going 
direftly forward towards the north-weft; and after a joiurney of a fmall half-hour 
reached the end of the aforefaid valley. Here we found a great plain, into which 
another valley opens itfelf, extending towards the north-eaft, In this great plain, 
towards the fouth-weft, on a moderate rifing, is fituated the garden of the convent of 
Friars, which is guarded by the Arabs, and has a fmall ftream of fweet water runniiig 
conftantly through it, and with which it is fupplied ; and in the faid garden are nine 
very ftately cedars, of which two exceed the reft in height, and are of a prodigious 
fize I befides many other trees, fuch as apples, pears, vines, &c. The little church of 
St. Peter and St. Paul Hands in the bottom of the garden, as alfo a fmall building 
belonging to the convent, which is inhabited by the Arabs who watch the garden. 

In this great plain, which is on the outfide of the garden, and which extends itfelf, as 
I obferved before, towai‘ds the north-eaft, that ^ tranfaflion is faid to have happened 
which is defcribed Numb. xvi. 3a, concerning the rebellion of Corah, Dathan, and 
Abiram, when the earth opened her mouth, and fwallowed up them and their families. 
This plain or vale is pretty near of one equal breadth. When we had travelled through 
it from the garden of the convent, about a fmall half-hour, we came to a place where 
the Greeks ihewed us in the granite marble, which is of a brick-duft colour (as moil 
of the neighbouring mountains are), a hole or cavity, where, they fay, Aaron call the 
head of the golden calf, as is defcribed Exod. xxxii. 4, when the people gave him the 
golden ear-rings that were in their ears, and ^ He received them at their hand, and 
fa/liioned it %vith a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf/ And ver. 24, 
Aaron is reprefented as excufing himfelf, faying, ^ And I faid unto them, Whofoever 
hath any gold, let him break it off; fo they gave it me; then I caft it into the fire, and 
there came out this calf/ This cavity is, indeed, formed in fuch a manner as to afford 
fome fmall refemblance to the head of a calf, and hath marks in it fomething like horns 5 
it is in length about two feet and a half, in breadth two feet, and in depth two. At the 
bottom of it is earth or fand, which feemed to me to be about three feet deep ; but I 
cannot be pofirive as to that, fmce we neither had time nor opportunity for extra«ftmg It 
out of the cavity, or model, as the Greeks pretend it to be; much lefs could we difcover 
any iinpreflion of a nofe or mouth, or of ears or eyes; wherefore, as the holy Scriptures 
fpeafc of tJie formation of a whole calf, and not of an head only, there feems to me to 
be a good deal of reafon for rejefting this piece of tradition. The Greeks, how^ever, to 
impofethe more upon the ignorant, fay, that though it ram ever fo much, no water is 
feen to lie in this hole j they perfift in this declaration, and alledge, in proof of it f, 

* Here our traveller and his informers are again miftaken in the hiftory of the tranfa^lions of the Ifraelites; 
for the rebellion of Corah* Dathan^ and Abiram, did not happen while Mofes was upon Mount Sinaia 
or in the neighbourhood of it ; nor till the Ifraclites had arrived at the foot of Mount Hor, which is quite 
at the other end of this promontory, and had refui'ed to go and take poffeffion of the land of Canaan after 
the return of the fpies from thence, as mentioned Numb, xiv. j, 8 cc, 

^ Quotations out of the fathers for proof of a matter of fad, produced by perfona who live upon the spot, 
feem to be an odd kind of argument. And the introdudlion of Pere Sicard’a opinion, in oppofition to thii 
declaration of the Greeks, feems quite as odd; for they do not afTert that fiiow will not Ue there, but only 
that rain will not^ which father Sicard’a affertion does not contradict. 
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quotations out of the fathers; but Pere Claud Sicard fays, that laft year he found fome 
fiiow actually lying in the cavity, and that it was quite filled with it; wdience it is reafon- 
able to believe, that the caufe why the ram doth not lie in it, is oudng to fome hole at 
the bottom of the cavity, wliicli emits it as fail as it enters and has pafTed through the 
fiind. J 5 Lit that in this place, or hereabouts, the Ifraelites worllupped the golden calf, 
is fomewhat ]>robable, inafmuch as there are fome rocks here twelve or fifteen feet 
high, upon which, when the golden calf was fet up, it might eafily be feen and adored 
by all the people who were encamped in tliis wide and extenlive vale; and further, 
becaufe this place likewife anfwers and is fituated diredtly over againit another vale to 
the eaftward, by which, they fay, Mofes defeended from Mount Sinai, when he brought 
with him the tables of the tefhimony, and where, they fay, it was that he broke them, 
when he came to the foot of the mountain- 

Going on our journey dirough this valley, came in a quarter of an hour, from 
the place diftlnguiflied by the head, to that garden which we firif faw wdien we came into 
thefe parts : here we found a fpring of frefli water, and much fruit. And now having 
altered our rout tow^ards the fouth-eaft, at about the diflance of a gun-fhot from the 
garden, they fliewed us a ftone, about two feet high from the groimd, on which are feen 
Ibme unknown charafters, which, however, they fay, were engraved by Jeremiah the 
prophet in honour of Mofes and Aaron, wlio were buried there- But this is what I 
give no credit to, fince I find it written of the burial place of Mofes, Deut, xxxiv. 6* 

^ But no man knoweth of his fepulchre unto this day/ At length, in a fmall half hour 
from hence, we arrived at the convent of Mount Sinai, making this day, from the convent 
of the Forty Martyrs hither, a journey of two hours and a quarter. And having 
finifhed our progrefs, we faw every thing that was to be feen here with the greateir 
iatisfafUon, 

September i g-—The Greeks celebrated the feaft of the blelTed Virgin Mary. And 
the archbifliop again officiated, ■ cloathed in hispont^^calibm ; and when mafs was done, 
we were, as ufual, condufled to the refectory, where, before dinner, we had our feet 
wafhed by fome of the monks, the reft chanting their devotions during the operation* 
And as foon as the walhing was over, every one, according to his inclination and abiii- 
ties, gave for the ufe of the convent either one or two chequins. As for the relt of the. 
time wdiile we ftaid there, nothing remarkable happened* 

OSober i,-—On this day we opened a cheft, kept on the right hand of the prefbytery, 
in which are preferved the relics of Bt* Catharine j and the principal parts they brought 
forth to Ihew us, were the Ikull and left hand of this faint, having the flefh and Ikin on 
it, but quite dried up, and covered with beautiful rings* After we had been favoured 
with this fight, we were permitted to depart* Taking leave, therefore, of the archbifliop, 
and the reft of the monks, we came out of the convent about noon, amidft the noify 
clamours of the Arabs, by the fame way tliat we entered. When we arrived at the 
place of The Head, we flopped, and having pitched our tents, were forced to continue 
there the remainder of that day, whether we would or not; but after a great deal of 
bufllei, we at length made our contrail with the Arabs, to carry us back a better road 
by Tor than that which we came* Accordingly, 

Odlober 2*—We departed about two o^clock in the morning, and taking the fame 
route by which we came, we relied, after three hours and a quarterns travelling, Hopping 

* As to the burial place of Aaron, it is exprefsly faid that he died and was buried upon Mount Hor, at 
the further end of itds promontory from Mount Sinai* See Numb. xx. aS. xxxiii. 38. Deut, xxKii.yo- 
And Mofes died oa the top of Pifgah ia the laud of Moah, over againllJerichoj I>eut* j, 5. 
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In a pkce where was good water, at no great diftance from the ftone of Mahomet; 
and ha\dng laid in pur provifion of water, departed about eleven o'clock, and in about 
half an hour we again paflTed by the ftone, where, as I faid, Mahomet feated hinifelf; 
and in anotlier hour we entered the fliady woodf before mentioned. About diree 
o’clock we pafled by a large rock J on our left hand, in which, as in that other rock 
which Mofes ftruck with his rod, appear from the bottom to the top openings where 
water hath gullied out. Which, w'hen we had palTed by, we ftopped in an open plain, 
where we ftaid all night, 

Oftober 3,—About three quarters after three in the morning, we departed from this 
place, and at four o’clock, being about day-break, we turned out of the road by which 
we fir ft came, and leaving the valley leading to Marah on the right hand, entered into a 
large vale between very rough mountains, commonly called Gebel Faran, our courfe then 
pointing towards the north-weft. And pafting tlirough this vale by a tolerable eafy 
defcent, we found it adorned with trees and dates on both fides of us, here and there 
interfperfed with the habitations of Arabs, and full of birds, which entertained us very 
agreeably with their charming notes. About tliree quarters after eight w^e pafted by a 
place on a mountain upon oor right hand, called Kabegin, which was entirely deftroyed, 
nothing remaining of it but the ruins. And after a journey of another half hour we 
came to another ruined place, called Faran §, abbot a quarter after nine, fituated like- 
wife on our right hand. This was formerly a large city, containing many convents of 
the Greeks; for it was an epifcopal city, under the jurifdiftion of Mount Sinai, and 
formerly had the famous Theodorus for its bilhop, who wrote againft the Monothelites* 
But atprefent nothing remains except heaps of ruins of this famous city. Here we were 
obliged to ftop, on account of the difputes betw^een the Arabs. 

In this place no one is fuftered to put pen to paper, by reafon of a tradition they have, 
that here was formerly a river |[, and that when an European was going to write cloum a 
defcription of it, out of indignation it funk under ground, and has difappeared ever fincc. 
We departed from hence foon after three; and after three quarters of an hour we again 

^ See page391. SepL 

f This place is called Barak- See Sept, iz, p. 591- 

X This is a very remarkahle pafTagej it being the only i>lacej in any hook of travels^ in wliich I ha're c?er 
met with the mention of this Tecond flone which Mofes ftruck ; though it is manifeft from the Scriptures, 
that he ftruck two different tlones, and at very ditferent timea- And aa this is in a retired part of the wilder- 
neftj it is a wonderful confirniation of the veracity of the Mofakal hiilory j for which realon, inde¬ 
pendent of all curiofity, I fnould think it worth while to employ Tome perfon to go thither, who fhould be 
very particular in his defcription of it. Theftcft ftone which Mofes ftruck is mentioned in the xviithchapteV 
of Exodus, to have been in the valley of Rephldim, and before the arrival of the Ifraelites at Mount Sinai. 
Whereas the fecond which Mofes ftruck twice before the waters gufhed out, is mentioned in tilexxth chapter 
of Numbers as being in the wildemefs of Kadefti | after the death of Miriam, and not long before the 
death of Aaron. So that there vtas about thirty-eight years diftance between the one tranfa£iion and 
the other. 

6 This fliould be written Pa ran. Which place was famous in hifiory fo Jong ago as in the days of 
Abraham ; the four kings who took his nephew Lot prifoner, having firft, 3 n their palfage round the Dead 
Sea, 'fmote the Horites in their Mount Seir, or Mount Hor, unto El-Paran, which is by the wildemefs.' 
And from hence this wildemefs is frequently called the Wildemefs of Faran. See note in page 390, 
Sept, S, 

II This tradition is very remarkable j for as the author defcrlbes his Journey from the fecond rock of 
Mofes towards this place to have been through a vale by a tolerably ealy defcent, it h polfible that tins 
tradition may have arifen from the water which flowed out of this rock, and formed a river, which, as St. 
Paul deferibes it followed them during their abode in that part of the wildemefs, but probably dried up 
foon after their departure. 
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flopped at a place called Magai, where we found good water, with which we plentifully 
fiipplied ourfelveff. 

Oftober4.—We departed from hence about three quarters after four in the morniug, 
and continuing our journey by a pretty Hiarp defcent, got out at length from among the 
monftrous mountains of Gebel Faran, and came to a large plain^ furroimded however 
with high hills, at the foot of one of which we repofed ourfelves under our tents at about 
half an hour after ten. Thefe hills are called Gebel el Mokatab, that is, the 
Written Mountains i for as foon as we had parted from the mountains of Faran, we 
pa fled by feveral others for an hour together, engraved with ancient unknown charac¬ 
ters, which were cut into the hard marble rock fo high as to be in fome places at twelve 
nr fourteen feet diftance from the ground i and though we had in our company perfons 
who were acquainted with the Arabic, Greek, Hebrew, Syriac, Coptic, Latin, Armenian, 
Turkifh, Englifli, I!lyrican, German, and Bohemian languages, yet none of them had 
any knowledge of thefe chara£ters, which have neverthelefs been cut into the hard rock 
with the greatefl induftry, in a place where there is neither water nor any thing to 
be gotten to eat* It is, probable, therefore, thefe unknown * charafters contain feme 
very fecret myfleries, and that they were engraved either by the Chaldeans, or fome 
otlier perfons long before the coming of Chrift. In this place, where we this day relied, 
there are two roads, one leading through a valley to Tor, and ftretching direftly weft- 
ward y the other road towards tiie north-weft, leading direflly to Suefs, Here the Arabs 
refufing to carry us all, according to our agreement, to Tor, a violent buftle arofe, till 
at length it was concluded we fliould go direftly to Suefs, paffing by the baths of Pharoa, 
of which by and by* Thus fubmitting, whether we would or not, to the determination 
of the Arabs, the day following, being 

Oftober 5*—We departed at half an hour after Hk:, and by that road which leads 
north-weft, proceeded towards the baths of Pharao; and continuing our journey 
through thefe mountains, which, they fay, are alfo written with unknown characters 
like the others, we Hopped, at half an hour after nine, in a plain totally furrounded uith 
mountains. After dinner we went to a neighbouring valley which lay weft ward, called 
Megeua, where is a grotto cut with infinite labour in the marble rock, the entrance 
into which is, by the injury of time and weather, for the moft part obllriufted by 
great Hones j and even the cave itfelf almoH half filled with fand. Being obliged to 
ufe the help of candles and other lights, on our entrance we came immediately to a 
great hall, fupported on every fide by rude unfinifiied pillars. This grotto, we cdlild 
perceive, rpehed a great deal further ^ but on accomit of the exceffive heats, declined 
exploring it on, and we found that the further w^e went, the more the paffage was 
obllrufted with fand. At length, we concluded that this cave was built for a burial- 
place t to the Egyptians. But the inhabitants of the place, as well as the Arabs, fay 
that a certain fchiech, called Abiizelime, dwells in it, who drinks coffee continual!y 
brought from Mecca by birds, and pounded in mortars by angels 5 with many other 
fuch like fables, w^hich I do not think worth while to enumerate, 

October 6.—We departed from hence at three quarters after four, and having reached 

^ ^ The learned allow tl^ttbe ancient Hebrew chara6ter, having been difufed during the Babylonifh cap-- 
tivity, is loft, and that it bthc Chaldee charaflcr which 'we now ufe inftead of it. The probability is, there¬ 
fore! that thefe characters are the ancient Hebrew chai^6ter, which the Ifmelites having leiirned to 
write at the time of the giving the law from Mount Sinaia diverted themfelves vrith praftiilng it oa 
thefe mountains duHng their forty years abode in the wildemefs. 

This fuppofitioii is, in my opiniouj a little extravagant, cnnfidering the great diftance this place is from 
Egypt. But 1 lee no reafon why it may not hare bteu made by the Jfraeiites during their abode in the 
wiidernefi, for fome public ufe or other. 
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the top of a niountsin by an eafy afcent, about three quarters after feven we difcovered. 

the Red Sea lying to the weft. We all, however, travelled down on foot, the defcent 
being pretty Ih^rp i and a little afterwards came to a plam, where wc proceeded ftraight 
forward between the hills, and at ten o cloch, coming out from among the iiiountains 
towards the north-weft, we approached to the fea-ftiore ^ and continuing our journey 
till half an hour after eleven, we then ftopped, and refted ourfelves in a plain at about 
an hour’s diftance from the fea. This we did on account of fome frefh water we found 
here, of which we laid in. a good quantity againll our enfuing journey over the next 
mountains, at an hour's diftance from us towards the eaft* 

Oaober 7.—Here we remained till after mid-day, and about two o'clock fet forward, 
keeping upon the fea Ihore tdl about fun-fet, we again left the fea, and arrived between 
the mountains by a tolerable eafy afcent, after we had pa fled the mountain called Gebel 
el Scheitan, that is, the Mountain of the Devil j which, as it is entirely of a black colour, 
gives foundation for the Arabs to report, that the Devil fometimes drefled his victuals 
under it, hj the fmoke of which It acquired that blacknefs. They relate alfo another 
fabulous hiftory about a head erefted on high towards the entrance into the moun¬ 
tains, upon the left hand of the road; being a very large ft one, fuppofed to have 
been the head of a fea captain, whofe name was Baube, which was cut off by the Arabs, 
and put on the fummit of that mountain, where it now remains, and that in one night's 
time it was turned into ft one ; and, they fay, fhould any one throw it dowrn ironi the 
place where it is fixed, it would by next day be reftored to its fituation* But thefe are 
the only fables of the Arabs. Proceeding on by the dufk of the evening In the foremen- 
doned valley, till three quarters after fix,as it was full of ti'ees, we refted there that night- 
Oftober 8.—We departed from hence about fun-rife, and after a journey of three 
hours ftopped, on account of a difpute with the Arabs, whether we fliould go or not to 
the baths of Pharao. ^ And after a quarter of an hour we again fet forward, ftill defcend- 
ing a moderate hill, dll we came to a place where two roads meet, one leading direftly 
to Sueis, and the other, on the left hand, to die baths of Pharao- Here a terrible diffen- 
tion arofe, and the utinoft confufion, fome taking the route towards Suefs, and the others 
going towards the baths of Pharao j till at length, after a dreadful conteft, thofe re* 
turned who had departed for Suefs, and ail w^ent on together by the valley which leads 
to the baths of Pharao. 

Having travelled two hours we got clear of the mountains, and came near the fea, 
which lay to the weft of us i and continuing our road towards the fea coaft, after a- 
journey of one hour we flopped. Then changing our route to the left, we travelled 
louthwards upon the fea-fhore, and came with our dromedaries to the baths of Pharao, 
which are about three quarters of an hour from the high road, where being arrived j we 
confidered the place very accurately. It is at the foot of an exceeding high mountain, 
ftrerching from eaft to weft till it terminates on the fea at about the diftance of a ftone’s 
caft from it; and in this intermediate fpace the aforementioned mineral waters break 
forth ^md bubble up, making three diftinS: ftreams, which run into the fea, and are fo hot 
that a man can hardly bear his hand or -foot in them* Thefe waters have a fait and 
fulphureous tafte, and leave a yellow tinge behind on the place from whence they iflue, 
but are otherwdfe in themfelves very clear and pellucid* At length we came to the foun¬ 
tain head, where there are two caves or hollows in the mountain, which diminiflt regu¬ 
larly ^ that towards the left, being thelargeft, forms itfelf, as it were, into a chamber, 
jnto which, when any perfon enters, it railes as wonderful a Tweat as if lie was in a very 
hot bath. Hither many Tick perfoiis refort, and by fweating for forty days ilicceffively, 
and regular diet, and drinking the nimeral water, recover their he^dth* 
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The water 1$ often fent for to Cairo, -by thofe that cannot conveniently come to tho 
fountain, and frequently drank at home with good fuccefs. The inhabitants of the 
place fav, that if you put four eggs into any of the baths, three of them will be boiled, 
and the fourth will diftppear, But this I give no credit to, unlefs 1 hadfeen the experi¬ 
ment. They are called Haniam el Pharaone that k, the baths of Pharao, becaufe 
poffibly they might fornieriy have been frequented by Pharao. Whence alfo the ad’* 
joining fea, which is three or four leagues broad, is called Berke el Pharaone, or the 
Lake of Pharao. And as it is a good flation for caffing anchor in, a flap happened 
at this very time to be riding here at anchor, waiting for a favourable wdnd to carry her 
fo Gidcla. 

Having taken a careful view of tliis bath and the places about it, we departed to 
join the reft of our caravan, and overtook it latd at night, on the fea-fliore in the valley 
of Gorondii t, where the rivulet before-mentioned empties itfelf into the fea; and L 
here both bitter and fah, and very difagreeable to the tafte. We fpent in this place a 
very uneafy night, on account of the high wind, which drove the fand in great quan¬ 
tities upon us, and inconimoded us very much, 

Ofl, 9. — About fun-rife we departed, and in our courfe ulong the fea-ihore were ftili 
much difturbed by the high wind* After a journey of fix hours, having left all tlie 
mountains, we travelled over feveral little hills and rifiiig grounds, and refted in a 
place where were feveral tufts of green grafs; and refrefhing ourfelves with a moderate 
dinner, we travelled on again for four hours and a half, till it was pretty late in the 
night I and, iw-o hours before we flopped, pafled a place near the lea where was a ftream 
of excellent fweet water* 

Oft. lo,—That we might get beyond Suez, we departed from hence foon after mid¬ 
night; but in about two hours it became fo dark, that we were forced to flop, whether 
we would or not, for fear of the camels falling. And at half an hour after four, it 
being dawn of day, we fet forward again, and in feven hours came to the Wells of 
Mofes, called Ain el Mufa |, Immediately upon our arrival here^ all of us who were 
on horfeback purfued our journey, and rode on before, to provide a fhip to carry us all 
to the other fide of the gulph. After we had taken fome reft, the caravan came up 
to us about five ofolock, by which time the Ihip being got ready, we went aboard with 
all our concerns; and when landed, lodged ourfelves in our former camp ^ on the 
outfide of the city of Suez. Here we found only two fhips, which were to fail in two 
days time. 

Oft, n,—We remained in our tents at Suez, being vifitedby the Chriftians of the 
place, who alfo entertained us with an elegant fupper. 

Oft, 12.—This whole day we faw thofe Arabs paffing by who are the moft invete¬ 
rate enemies to the Arabs of Mount Sinai, And left we fhould encounter them on the 
road, we ftaid on purpofe till the following day. 

Oft. 13,—And now imagining that all the Arabs, who were at enmity with us 
were gone by, we departed from Suez ; and after a journey of a good hour flopped at 
Bir el Suez ||, before deferibed ; after a moderate dmner here, we again fet forward, 
and when we were not far diftant from Agirut ^ we perceived a caravan of our enemies 
juft over againft us,which we all thought had pafted by long before; fo that though they 
were going another road at the diftance from us of a gun-fiiot, yet our Arabs neverthelefs 

* Hence poffibly kot-baths Ju England are called hr^mmurn* See alfo the note, p. 590, Sept. The 
hnmmums are fo called from the fign 
f See Sept* p. 390, 

J JSeeSepuf, p. 3S0. 
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% See Sept. 6, p. 389. j) See Sept. 5. p. 359 . 

f See Sept, 5, p.j 88. 
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prepared thenifelves for battie, alighung W their camels and marching on foot 
armed with lances, fwords and guns; while four of the chief of them galloping their 
horfes between tiie enemy’s caravail and ours, attempted, by infultmg them m this 
bravadiim manner *, to provoke them to an engagement. 1-or though the camels ot 
our enemy’s caravan were much more numerous than ours, yet we were Itronger in 
die number of armed men j fo that they durll not attack us, but haftened their pace 
to pafs by us : and it was not unplealant to behold thofe that were in the rear gallop¬ 
ing after /he rea for fear we would take them prifoners. Soon ^ter the)' were gone, 
we turned towards the road by which our enemies came, winch was upon oui right 
hand; and having palled Agirut upon our left hand, of which weliave already fpokeii % 
we continued our ^ourfe between liiUs and rifmg grounds, mterfpered here and there 
with tufts of green herbs, on which the camels fed, being about fix 
difiaiit from the road wliich we paifed in our former journey. At length we fioped 
when we were come three hours and a half from Agirut, feven hours and a half from 
Suez, and within fight of the mountains of Huhebi J, which were about a good league 

diftant from us towards the north. , • r „ *.i,-„ 

oa. 14.—At half an hour after four in the morning we departed again from this 

place, and about fun-rife faw feven animals called gafell, and a goo many a^s ee 

ing on the afore-mentioned green tufts. And having paffed by the mountain Huhebi, 
at, as I faid, about a league’s diftance, we Hopped at half an hour after e^en , and 
at one o’clock, after dinner, we again fet forward on our journey, and travelled till half 

anhourafter five, when we {topped near a little hill. _ 

Qa. proceeded on our journey this mornmg at about half an hour j^er 

five, travelling, as before, between hills and rifmg foxmds, refted ourfelves at half 
an hour after nine: And having quitted the road that leads by the village of Chanke S , 
we purfiied our journey direftly towards Cairo. For which place we let forward at 
half an hour after one, leaving thofe fandy hills 1| on our right hand tlirough wl^jh we 
paired in our former journey. And a little before fun-fet we afcended up a little ^il 
called Daher el Homi, that is the Affes Back, from whence we got a view of the 
fituation of Cairo, at four hours and a half diftance from us; and profecuting our 
journey between twilight and the light of the moon, we at length came, about 
o’clock, to the laft ftage, called Ukalt el Bahaar^f, where 

together exDe^iins our arrival. They received us very afteaionately, w^h hngmg 

and exultations, and embraces; and according to thecuftom of the Orientals, pending 
the flight in noify clamours, and clapping their handSn cn ^ 

oa. 16.- This day we entered the city, in good health, by the port of Saab el N.afa^ 
and I arrived at my own houfe: thanks be to God, who brought me t it er 
all mifchief. 


* Or at lead to fliew they were not afraid of thenin 
+ See Sept. j. p. 3«8. $ See Sept, 3 , p. 38?- 

{ See Sept. 4, p. 38*. )l Sec Sept, 3, p. 388, 
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Book the Firfl, Of Paleftme, or the Holy Land, 


Chap, I> —Of Palejline^ or the Ho/y La?2d in ^encra!^ and of Joppa^ Rama. 

and Lydda* 

P ALESTINE confifted of the twelve tribes of Ifrael, and comprehended not only 
the land of Canaan ^ which lay between Jordan and the fea, and was bounded on 
the north by mount Libanon, and on the fouth by Arabia Petraea^ but took in iikewife 
the kingdoms of Ballian and of the Aniorrliites beyond Jordan, which fell to the lot 
of the Tribes of Reuben and Gad, and the half tribe of Manalfeh, 

Before this country was conquered by Jofliua it confifted of feveral fmall kingdoms ; 
and after it had been governed by judges for fome time, when it was in poftellion of the 
Ifraelites, it was erefted into a kingdom under Saul; but on the revolt of the ten 
tribes under Rehoboam, it was divided into two kingdoms, that of Judah, containing 
the tribes of Judah and Benjaniio, and that oflfrael or Samaria of a much greater 
extent, which comprehended the other ten tribes. 

After the captivity in Babylon the government was in the hands of the high priefts 
until the time of Julius Csefar, when the conftitution was altered by the Romans, 
and Anripater fliared in the government with liyrcanus, the laft high prieft who enjoyed 
the fovereign power. Aftei'wards Herod, the fon of Antipater, alone governed this 
and fome other neighbouring territories under Auguftus, 

The Romans div^ided the country into feveral tetrarchies, under different governors^ 
part of which were afterwards made a Roman province, and fome of them, were at cer¬ 
tain times erefted into a kingdom, Gabinius, alfo governor of Syria, divided the country 
into fivejurifdiaiQTis, each having its court for the adminiftration of juftice. At length, 
the Jews being difperfed after the deftruftion of Jerufaleni, this country was confidered 
only as a part of a Roman province. In the divifion of the empire it fell to the lot 
of the Eaftern emperors ^ but the Saracens over-running thefe parts, it remained in their 
hands four hundred and fixty years: it was then conquered by the Chriftians, wiien 
Jerufalem and the Holy Land were made a kingdom, and being in part poffeffed by 
its fovereign, and the knights of Jerufalem, it was held by them eighty eight years, 
and was the feat of the holy war, until it was entirely fubdued by the Mahometans, in 
the year one thoufand one hundred and eighty feven. 

On the loth of March, 1737-8, 1 embarked at Damiata, on board a French fhlp 
that carried the Egyptian pilgrims to Joppa, moil of them being Coptis, in all about 
two hundred and fifty. I he firft land we had fight of was mount Carmel, but, the 
wind being contrary, we did not land at Joppa until the fourteenth, when I went to the 
Laun convent. 


* London 1745:, folio, Hia account of Egyptj 1743, foHo^ belongs to Africa. 

The platea are very nuineroiiSj ill chofeo, and ill executed; and hare become ufelefd fincc the far 
fupenor engravmgS pablifhed by iatter travellers. 

to Joppa 
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Joppa ism the tribe of Dan in the chanipain country of Saron, which extended 
from this place northw’ard as far as Casfarea. Ancient geographers feem to have 
millaken in placing Joppa near the fouth-eaft corner of the Mediterranean* which, 
according to the fea charts, as every one may obferve, is much further fouth* and is 
commonly placed to the fouthward of Gaza, about theandent Raphia, at the eulph of 
Lariffa. ■ ^ ^ 

Joppa is litnated on the fide of a low hill over the fea ; there feenis to have been an 
ancient port, which might have contained great veffcls, but now large boats only can 
go into it* I he Ihips ride in the open road, and are often obliged to go to fea in Rorniy 
weather. 

The Latin convent, where European pilgrims are received, is faid to have been 
the houfe of Simon the tanner* But the tradition is more probable, that it was on the 
fite of an old convent, near the European burial ground, over the fea, at a place where 
there are taii^pits, which may have been made of late years* It tvas here St, Peter faw 
that remarkable vifion, by which he was forbid to call any thing common or unclean f. 
All tlie^ other religions have their convents at the foot of the hill near the fea, \dth 
conveniences for receiving a great number of pilgrims, w^ho often wait here to go with 
the caravan to Jerufalem before Eafter, and to embark when they return. 

About a mile to the eaft of the town, on a rifing ground, are fome old foundations, 
which they call the houfe of Tabitha, who was raifed from the dead by St, Peter 
where probably there was a church dedicated to her, and the Greeks come to this 
place, and perform their offices on the day of her fefUvaL 

They have a great trade at Joppa in foap, which is not only made here, but likew^ife 
at Jerufalem, Rama, andLydda, though commonly fold under the name of Joppa foap, 
and it is from this place that Egypt chiefly fuppiied ^ it is made of the oil of olives and 
afhes* They alfo export great quantities of cotton in fma!l boats to Acre, to be fliipped 
off for other parts- They have a conftaiit ftipply of good water, by digging wells clofe 
by the fea fhore* 

The town belongs to the Killer-Aga, or head of the Grand Signior's black eunuchs, 
who fends a governor to this place, that refides in a fmall caflle, at the fouth end of 
the town, and has a foldiery under him ^ but they are of little ufe in the country againft 
the Arabs, becaufe, as I -was informed, if they happen to kill anyone, they are obliged 
to pay for the blood a fine of eleven hundred piailers, which is near one hundred and 
fifty pounds, and fixteen chafiges of raiment, which the foidiers of the Grand Signior 
are not obliged to. 

There was an opinion that Jerufalem could be feen from this place §, but it would be 
diflic alt to conceive it, as the lulls between thefe places are confiderably higher than 
thpfe on which Jerufalem Rands, unlefs they could fee from the height of Joppa any of 

* According to the Roman divifion of Paleftine, it is in the tetrareby of Judrea, which conMed of the 
tnbes of Juda^ Benjamin j 13 an, anti Simeon. The other parts of the divifion con filled of Samaria, Ga¬ 
lilee, Persa, Decapolis, Gaulonitis, Galaaditis, Batansea, and Auranitis* Samaria contained in it the 
tribes of lUphrainij IfTacharj and the half trihe of ManalTeli. Galilee had in it the tribes of Zabiilon, 
AlTcr, and Naphthali. Per^a^ on the other hJe of Jordaoj confifted of the tribes of Gad and Reuben* 
Decapolis was part of the half tribe of ManalTeh, Gaulonitis was Lo the north of it* Galaadit is w^as a 
billy country^ extending from mount Libanoiij through the half tribe of Manaffeh^ and tlie tribes of Gad 
and Renbcn, Further north in the half tribe ofManalTeh w'as iJalansea. And more northwards was 
Auranitis or Itur^a: Beyond this, liordermg on the territory of Dam a feus, was Tracbonitia. The^ 
country of the PhiUtlinea was to the fouth of Joppa, and chiefly conflhed of five dties ivith their territories, 
that is, Afealon or Ekron, Gath, A/otus or Aihdod, and Gaza, which country was given 10 the tribes of 
Dan and Simeon, but was never entirely polTefled by them, 
t Aftsx. J Adis ix. 36. § Strabo* xvi, p. 759* 
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the very high towers of JerufaJem j for Jofephns affirms they could view the feafroin the 
tower Pfephinus, as well as the utmoJt extent of the Jewifli dominions to the wefh 
yixh place is alfo mentioned by the ancients, as the fcene of the' adventure between 
Andromeda and Per fe us ^ And the grave St, Jeromf fays, that the ring ro which the 
lady was failened remained in the rock to his time. 

I did not feeJoppa till after my return, for when I went to the Latm convent the fuperior 
intonned me, that a caravan was then fetring out for Raxtia, and that the monks, who 
went with it, were to be at Jerufalem the next morning. So I put all my cafli into 
the fuperior's hands, it being a rule never to carry any money, becaufe, if the Arabs 
Ihoiild chance to find it,^ it would often expofe pilgrims to be feai'ched, and ill ufed for 
the fame end, I Avent with the fervant of the convent out of the town, where an 
afs being provided for me, I Avas accompanied by two Arabs on horfeback, and came up 
Avith the caravan that had already fer out j which confided of a fcAv camels, about 
twenty afles laden, and fomeperfons either on affes or on foot 5 and among the former, 
four of the Latin monks, to whom I made myfelf known, I foon found AA^e were got into 
a country under the influence of the Arabs, for as our beafts (that were not eafily 
goAJ'erned) went too fart, they came gften, and Hopped them with the butt end of their 
mufkets, AA^hich they not only laid on the beads, but alfo on_ the riders, efpecially 
on the monks, who thought it poiicy to pretend not to uoderfliind the Arabic language, 
that they might not be troubled with their impertinence. After travelling three leagues, 
we arrived at the Latin convent in Rama, in whicl) they are all Spaniards, The monks 
fet out that night for Jerufalem, under the condu& of lonie Arabs, whom they nfually 
employ, who furniflied them with horfes; but they laid they heai'dX was a rich merchant, 
and demanded a very extravagant price to carry me; on wdiich it was thought advife- 
able that I fliould AA^ait for another opportunity. During the time I Hayed in the con¬ 
vent, the fuperior thought it properl fhould not Hir out, or be fo much as feen from 
the terrace on the top of the houfe, that the Arabs might not know that a Frank 
was there. 

Rama, in the tribe of Kphraim, called by the Araks Ramell, is fituated in a rich 
plain, and is fuppofed to be the Arimathaea of Jofeph. The monks have a notion that 
tile houfe of Nicodemus Hood on the fpot of the fniall old chapel in their convent and 
that he made that famous crucifix hei^e which is at Lucca, and is commonly called 
Volto Santo. This convent is faid to have been founded by Philip the Good, duke of 
Burgundy. 

There were tAVo churches at Rama, which are now converted into mofques, in one 
it- is faid fome of the bodies of the martyrs of SebaHe in Armenia were depofited : 
!iear the tower of that church is a large building, fupported by pillars, which is thought 
to be the remains of a monaftery. Near the Latin burial place, there is a large ciHern 
or vault under ground, which has always plenty of good water in it: the root of the 
tamarilk tree growing into it, the waters are elleemed good for the dropfy- There 
are great ruins of houfes in this place, fo that it feems formerly to have been a much 
more confiderable town than it is at prefent; and it is probable that it flouriflied during 
the time of the holy war. The Greeks and Armenians have convents here, and 
there are commonly three or four French faflors, who refide in this place, to buy 
up cotton, and fend it to Joppa. The Arabs are fo troublefome in thefe parts, that 
fometimes they rob the people even in their gardens. 

* Slnibo, ibid. JoCeplms, iii. p/29. -|- Hj'c locus eft qtto iifquc hodie fasca mtinftrantur in lit tore, 

in quibua Andromeda rcligata, Ferfei qacndam fit iihcrata prnjfidio. Comment* Hieronymih Jon^propheU^ 
cap, I. 

About 
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About a league to the eaft-north-eaft in this plain is Lydda, where St, Peter cured 
^neas of the palfy *. I went to it in my return ; it is faid to have been deftroyed 
by Ceftitts in the beginning of the Jewifli war, and when rebuilt it was called Diofpolis. 
It is now only a poor village, but the ftones that are feen in the modem buildings 
fliew, that it has been a place of fome confequence. There are remains here of a 
very fine church, built by the emperor Juftinian, and though fome later writers fay, it 
was the work of a king of England, yet from the architefture that remains, it may 
be concluded, that it could only be repaired by one of them, probably by Richard the 
firft, when he was in Paleftine, during the time oi the holy war. This budding is of 
hewn Hone, both within and without, and of excellent mafonry. The Greeks have the 
eaft; part of the ruined church, which is uncovered, except that the arch remain^ 
over the high altar, w'hich being a pointed arch, after the Gothic ftyle, doubtlefs was 
built when the church was repaired; the Turks have turned the welt end into a 
mofque, having a great veiiei'ation for St. George. They have fome legend that he 
was of this place, and fuffered here as a coiifeffor by fcourging, and fome fay died in 
this place as a martyr, of which particulai's there feeins to be no account that can be 
depended on. 

All this country is a very rich foil, and throws up a great quantity of herbage. I 
obferved chardons growing very rank, allb rue, fennel, and the ftriped thiftle, which, 
probably, on this account, has been called the holy thiftle j they fay alfo there are a 
great variety of anemonies. 1 faw likewife many tulips growing wild in the fields, 
and any one who confiders how beautiful thofe flow^ers ate to the eye, would be apt 
to conjecture that thefe are the lilies to which Solomon in all his glory, was not to be 
compared. 

On the feventeenth the great caravan of pilgrim^ came from Joppa to Rama, in their 
way to Jerufalem, under the conduct of the governor of that city. The Latin monks 
neither go themfelves, nor fend others with it, becaufe fome Europeans have formerly 
been taken out of the caravans by the Arabs, and detained by them in their villages 
and tents, till the Latin fathers have fent money to ranfom them; fo that now they 
always travel under the conduct of Arabs, having generally fome of known fidelity, 
who ferve them on thefe occafions. It was thought the roads would be more fecure about 
the time when the great caravan was pafiing; fo in the evening every thing was pre¬ 
pared for my departure. And as foon as it was dark I fet out for Jerufalem, under the 
conduft of an Arab on horfeback, and his fervant on foot. He led me two or three 
miles to his tent, not much out of the road, where there was an encampment of 
Arabs. I fat round a fire in the tent with his wife and others. For the Arabs arc 
not fo fcrupulous as the Turks about their women, and though they have the harem, 
or womens part of the tent, yet fuch as they are acquainted with come into them; 
they brought me bread and coffee, and after a while fignified that I might go to fleep 
on the carpet. For I underftood that we fliould depart in an hour or two, fo as that we 
might be at Jerufalem before it was day. I fell afleep, but when I awaked, and faw 
the daylight, I began to be very uneajTy. However, coffee was prepared, and the 
Arab went out, as 1 fuppofed, to get the horfes; but as it was two or three hours 
before he returned, I began to be very apprehenfive what they might defign to do 
with me; but when he came in he endeavoured to make me underftand that we Ihould 
depart at night, which gave me fome fatisfaftion, thoi^h I doubted whether he was 
entirely to be depended on. And I lay under greater difficulties, as, in this journey, for 

* ASa ii. 34- ^ 
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certain reafons, I did not take my interpreter with me. However, they entertained me 
as well as they could, made cakes which were four, and brought fine oil of olives, in 
which they ufually dip their bread, and perceiving I did not like it, they ferved up 
fome four buttermilk, and every meal w^as clofed with coffee. I was kept in the harem 
for greater fecurity, the wife being always with me, no ftrangers ever daring to come 
into the womens apartment, unlefs they are introduced. Several women came to 
look at me, and fome men. In the afternoon the Arab, putting his ftriped garment 
upon me, took me out to walk with him in the fields, and, as a mark of his civility, 
cut off the tender Ihoots of wild fennel, and gave tliem me to eat. However, as foon 
as it was dark, we fet out as before, and, when we came to Jerufalem, he faid, that 
coming out of Joppa he was informed that fome of his enemies were there, and he was 
afraid they might have laid wait for us; fo to be feciire he conduced me to his tent, 
and when he had me out, did not care to carry me back to the convent again. It is 
certain ihis is thought to be one of the moft dangerous roads in Turkey, and accord¬ 
ingly in the pkiin he conduced me, not by the high road, but through the fields, and 
i obferved, that he avoided as much as he could going near any villages or encamp¬ 
ments, and fometimes flood ftill, as I thought, to hearken, and would often flop, 
and, as I imagined, called his fervant to be near him, and ready to give him his pike. 

We had travelled, as I conjeftured, about fix miles in the plain, crofled the dry bed 
of a winter torrent, and afcended the hills to the north. This probably is the rivulet, 
called by the writers of the holy war the river of Rama, and may be the fame as Gaafli 
mentioned in the holy fcsipture, and probably is that river which Reland fuppofes to 
fall into the fea, about half a league north of Joppa; we afcended the hill, and coming 
to a narrow pafs, I obferved a fquare building of hewn flone to the left, and, oppofite 
to it, on the other fide of the hill, a large ruined building over a precipice. This I'eems 
to be what is commonly called the caftle of the good thief, where they fay he was born 
and lived, and, I fuppofe, is the fame place that the Arab fliewed me at a diftance in 
my return from Jerufalem by another road, and told me it was called Ladroun. From 
the account that travellers give, the building to the left feems to be the mnfque, which, 
they fay, was a church dedicated to the feven Maccabees, where fome alfo affirm, that 
they were buried, but without reafon, Modin, the place of their birth and interment, 
being in the tribe of Dan. On the top of the hill we paffed through a ruinous village ; 
here the Arab feemed to be under fome apprehenfions, and I obferved that he rid with 
bis pike poifed, fo as to be ready in cafe of any attack. We defcended the hill, having a 
narrow valley to the fouth, and obferved a fmall ftream running down the fide of it 
into a large ciftem. We afcended another hill on the fouth fide of the valley, and 
went along a plain road with hills on each fide; I did not fee a place which is called 
Jeremiah, where they fay there are ruins of a church, and fome think that it probably 
may be Anathothj where that prophet was born. Going on 1 faw a mofque on a high 
hill, which afterwards I had reafon to think was Rama, where Samuel was buried. We 
defcended the rockly hills, and paffed by tlie end of a valley, which had high hills on 
each fide of it. This I had afterwards reafon to conclude to be the valley of Lefca, 
We afcended a little way, and paffing by a ruin to the right, came to the top of a low 
hill, from which we defcended into the plain country which is near Jerufalem. I faw 
many ruins on each fide of the road ; and we arrived at- the gate of Jerufalem , near, wo 
hours before day. 

* Sam. ariii. jo.^ i Chron. xi. 32. It is probable that thefe brooks rife about Mount Gaaih, which 
was to the fouth of TinmathAerab, where Jofuah was buried. Jof. sri*. 30. Jud, ii. o. 
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The Arab •would have left me, but I made figns to him not to go, and as it rained 
I Hood and refted myfelf againfl: a tree, andflept, being much fatigued ; but if he had 
left me, I Ihould have run a great rifque of being ftript, for people came to the gate 
before it was open. As foon as we could go in, the Arab left me with the keeper of 
the gate, and called the Dragoman or interpreter of the convent; whilft he was 
gone I had been infulted by the boy that belonged to the gate, who demanded money 
of me, and fnatched my handkerchief from me as a pledge; but the man into whole 
hands hd put it, returned it to me, when the interpreter came, who fliewed me the 
way to the convent. 

Chap. II ,—Of Jerufalem^ and of Mount Sion in pariicidar. 

IT is doubted by fome whether Salem, mentioned in the liiftory of Abraham, was 
fituated where Jerufalem now hands; however, it is certain this city was called Jehus, 
when the Ifraelites conquered it. The prefent name is thought to hgnify the inheri¬ 
tance of peace. After it was deftroyed by the Romans it was called jElia, but it foon 
recovered the old name, which w^as always retained among ^chriftians. The Arabs call 
it Kudes-Sherift', that is. The holy and noble. 

This dty Hands at the fouth-end of a large plain that extends northwards to¬ 
wards Samaria, and has vallies on the other three fides, wdiich to the eaft and fouth are 
very deep. The former is called the valley of Jehofophat, the latter tlie valley of Siloe 
and Gehinnom; the whole alfo feems to have been fometimes called the valley of 
Jehofophat, and then Siloe and Gehinnom mull be confidered as only particular parts 
of it. The valley of Rephaim on the weft is not fo deep; the hills on the other fide 
of thefe valleys are higher than Jerufalem. 

The city in its greateft extent confifted of four hills, Sion to the fouth and weft *, 
Moria to the eaft, Acra to the eaft and weft, extending the whole breadth of the city, 
aiid Bezeiha to the north : it was above four miles in circumference, but now it does 
not exceed two miles and a half. 

Jofephus fays, it ivas defended by three walls, where there were no valleys i 
Mount Sion was entirely encompall'ed with one wall ; Mount Acra had probably a w'all 
every way but to the fouth, where it joined to Sion and Moriah, and fo alfo had Be¬ 
zel ha ; the court of the temple alfo was encompafied with walls. 

The old city flood on Mount Sion, which is Jehus, and was the Iiigheft hill. The 
fouth part of it is now without the walls; it is bounded to the fouth and weft by a 
deep valley j to the eaft it was feparated from Mount Moriah by the valley of Millo, 
called by Jofephus Tyropeion, or the place of the cheefomongers. The bazars or 
Ihops are at prefent in this valley, and the quarter of the Jews with their feven fyna- 
gogues. To the north it was bounded by the valley of carcafes, which lies between it 
and Mount Calvary ; Mount Gihonalfo probably might join to it towards the north- 
weft corner, but it feems to have been left without the city by reafon that the natural 
filuation of it is weak to the weft, where the valley is very lhallow. 

Herod built three towers on die north fide of Sion, and gave them the names of Hip- 
picus, Phafelus, and Mariamne. The tower Ilippicus was at the north-weft corner, 
which might be where Nehemiah f mentions the tower that lieth out over-againft the 
king’s high houfe, that was by the court of the prifon in which Jereiniali was confined j 

* Mount Calvary and Gihon, and die Valley of carcafci?, being mentioned as north of Mount SioUj and 
witliout the city* has made foTue people conclude that Mount 5 ton wM to the north of the city* 

^ Nehemiah iii* 
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the cattle, which is now called the tower of David, feems to ttand on this fpot, and 
is faid to have been built by the Pifans in the time of the holy war. The tower Pha- 
ttelus was about the noth-eaft corner, and might be where the tower of Furnaces ftood, 
which is fpoken of by Nehemiah; and Mariamne, which was between them, might be 
cither the tower of Meah, or that of Hananiel, mentioned by him, all which we may 
fuppofe were rebuilt by Herod in a ftronger manner. 

There were feveral gates to Mount Sion ; that of the Eflenes, mentioned by Jofe- 
phus, feems to have been to the weft, probably in that part which at prdTent is not 
enclofed. The gate of David, which may be the fame as that of the merchants, and 
the filh gate, feems to be what is now called the gate of Bethlehem, at the north-weft 
corner of the old city; it may be alfo the gate of Geiinath of Jofephus, or the gate of 
the gardens. The horfe gate, from Nehemiah’s defcription, was probably about this 
part, or on the north fide, and might be fo called from the horfes being led out of it 
to be watered, it may be, to the pool of Gihon. The gate Miphkad alfo of Nehemiah, 
feems to have been to the north; afterwards he mentions the turning of the corner,, 
which might not be one of the principal corners of the city, but the angle made in 
the wall to the fouth of Mount Calvary. Near this was the iheep gate, which may be 
wdiat is now called the iron gate, beyond which was the old gate. The gate of the 
valley muft have been at the fouth end of the valley of Millo. The dung gate I fiiould 
imagine was on the eaft fide of Sion leading to Millo, by which, without doubt, they 
carried the dung down to the valley. The gate of the fountain feems to have been 
that at the fouth end of the vale of Millo, leading down to SUoe and the valley of 
Jehofophat. The gate of Sion, if diftinfl: from any of thefe, might be about the fouth 
part of the hill, leading to the higheft and ftrongeft part of it, which was the citadel, 
and was the laft place that was taken by Titus. 

Within the prefent walls of Mount Sion, going from the lower of David to the 
eaft, are the following remarkable places; firft on the left, the fpot where they fay Chrilf 
met the three Mary’s, and then turning to the left is the houfe of St. Thomas, near 
that is the beautiful church of St, James, in which they fliew the place where he was 
beheaded; it belongs to the Armenians, who have there a large convent for the recep¬ 
tion of ftrangers} they alfo give an account of two ftones in it, one brought from 
Mount Sinai, againft which, they fay, Mofes broke the tables of the law, and the other 
from that part of the river of Jordan where our Saviour was baptized. A little fur¬ 
ther is the houfe of Annas the high prieft, called the church of the olive, becaufe they 
affirm that the olive-tree is in the court,' to which 'our Saviour was tied when he was 
brought before Annas ; here alfo they are pleafed to ffiew a ftone, which they fay, 
fpoke on that occafion. Returning to the ftreet in which the houfe of St. Thomas 
ftands, and turning down to the left hand towards the iron gate, one comes to the 
church of the Syrians, which was the houfe of Mary the mother of Mark to which St. 
Peter went when he was delivered out of prifon. At the fouth-weft end of Mount Sion 
without the prefent walls, are the burial places of the chriftians, and it is probable 
that the bodfes of St. Stephen, Nicodemus, Gamaliel, and his fons, were removed 
to this place from the valley of Jehofophat by the emperor Honorius. A little further 
is the houfe of Caiphas, to which our Saviour was carried to appear before the high 
prieft ; it is near the Armenian convent. Not far from this, they fhew a place, where 
it is faid, the Jews would have thrown down the corpfe of the blefl’ed virgin Mary, 
as they were carrying it to be buried, and further is the place where St. Peter wept, 
and towards the fouth brow of the hill is a mofque, where Chrift eat the pafTover with 
his difciples. Near unto it is the fepulchre of David, over which there is now a mofque, 
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which chriftiaiis are not pei'niitted to fee; and they ihew near this places where the 
difciples feparated to preach the gofpel throughout the world. 

There were alfo feveral remarkable things on Mount Sion, of which there are no 
remains; as the garden of the kings near the pool of Siloam, where Manafleh and 
Araon, kings of Judah, were buried, and it is probable this was the fixed burial place 
of the kings, it being the ancient eaftern cuftom to bury in their own hoiifes or gardens. 
There are no figns of the two mod beautiful palaces built by Herod, which were called 
after the names of Caefar and Agrippa, nor of the houTeof St. John, where the blefled" 
virgin lived with him, and where Ihe died, together with feveral other places 
mentioned by Neheiniah, and others; fuch as the king’s armory, the houfe of the 
mighty, which was probably defigned for training up young perfons to the war, 
the upper market, and the flairs that went down from the city of David, as may be 
fuppofed to the valley of the pool of Siloe. The vale to the north of Mount Sion, I 
take to be chieflynbout the place where the flreet of the pool now is, which is on the 
right hand of the flreet of the Latin convent, that leads to the holy fepulchre. This 
vale extends alfo eaftward to the fliops in the quarter about the hofpital of St. Helena, 
having Mount Calvary to the north-well, and Mount Acra to the north-eaft. The firft 
thing obfer\'able in that flreet of the pool *, is the pool behind the houfes to the right j 
I delcended to it by thirteen fteps, and found ft ‘o be about a hundred paces long and 
fixty broad; they told me it was called the lower pool; the water that is in it feems to 
depend on the rains, and is not drinkable; poflibly it may be what is called the old 
pool, from which there was a ftream run through all the city into the brook Kedron. 
Further on is the church of St, John and St. James, belonging to the Greeks, where 
it is faid thofe apoftles were born ; near this, on the left, are remains of a wall built 
of very lai’gfi ftones, and a little further is the iron grate. Returning back and going 
to the fouth of the holy fepulchre, I faw what remains of Mount Calvary, without the 
church, which feeined to be about the fame height of that within it, and going eaft¬ 
ward we paired by the place on the left in which St, Peter was imprifoned, where there 
was formerly a church. Making two or three tumings, but going moftly to the eaft, 
we pafl'ed by the end of three ftreets of fhops, extending to the fouth, and came by 
an afeent to the holpital of St. Helena on the right, and to the left a ciftern, called by 
her name, and faid to be built by her, both which, though probably on the foot of 
Mount Acra, I fiiall deferibe in this place. This ciftern is a very large vault to receive 
water, which was doubtlefs made under fome antient buildings, as there are fuch ciftems 
under moft of the houfes in Jerufatem for this purpofe. The hofpital of St. Helena is a 
magnificent fabric, the gates are built with a tier of white marble, and a tier of red alter¬ 
nately, having iheets of lead placed between the ftones; the kitchen, and a large room, 
faid to have been ufed for the reception of the poor, are very magnificent; but it is 
probable this building belonged to the knights of Jerufalem, and that it was called the 
hofpital, becaufe the Turks ufe the kitchen for boiling meat which is diftributed to the 
poor ; and fo the fathers have given it the name of the hofpital of St. Helena. The 
other large room is made ufe of as a ftable. The ftreets before mentioned, whicli are 
to the fouth of this rifing ground, feem to be the valley north of Mount Sion, ex¬ 
tending fouth of this holpital which is to the eaft, and joins to the eaftern valley of 
Millo, which we may fuppofe was bounded to the eaft by Mount Moriah, about the 
flreet which goes from the houfe of the rich man, along by the weft fide of the court 
of the temple, to which I obferved feveral entrances from the flreet. At the corner 

* Called the jlreet af the Pifeina^ which ii the Xatiu and Italian w^rd for a.pool. 
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of the ftreet which leads to tlie firft entrance is a conduit, fupplied by Solomon’s 
aqueduct; near this, I fuppofe, was the fouth-weft corner ot Mount Acra} the fecond 
entrance from that place to the fouth is what they call the beautiful gate of the temple. 
All this ftreet confifts of fiiops, and is arched over, and that part of it w'hich is to the 
call of Mount Acra, as well as tlie ftreets to the weft and fouth, feem to be the valley 
of Millo, extending all down the hill to the fouth as far as the pool of Siloe. I'he 
quarter of the Jews, and their feven poor fynagogues being, if 1 miftake not, under the 
north-eaft corner of Mount Sion* 

The Latin convent is thought to have been on Mount Gihon, though foine feem 
to fpeak of that hill as beyond the pool of Gihon. From this monaftery there is a 
dcfcent to the ftreet of the pool that turns to the right, out of which the firlt ftreet 
to the left leads to the church of the fepulchre, and about this part mount Calvary 
muft begin; which might be a part of Mount Gihon. Keeping on the firft-mentioned 
ftreet from the Larin convent, there Is ftill a defcent, which, I imagine, muft be the 
foot of Mount Acra, extending to the hofpital j and that the gate of judgment led 
into that part of the city from Mount Calvary, and may have had its name from the 
council hoiife which is mentioned about this quarter by Jofephus. 

As I have mentioned the Latin convent, I fliall give an account how European pilgrims 
are received in it. When they firft arrive at die gate of Jerufalem, they fend to the Latin 
convent, and the interpreter of the monks comes and condufts them to the monaftery, 
where there is a buikUiig appropriated to European pilgrims, and it is the office of one 
of the lay-brothers to take care of them, they may alfo hire a fervant in order to have 
the better attendance; the lay-brother takes care that they are ferved with whatever 
they want, and goes always out with them. If there happen to be two or three, and 
there are feldom more, they commonly make their vifits together; when I was there 
at Eafter, there was only a lay-jefuit from Aleppo, a Hainburgher arrived afterwards, 
and then a Ragufean captain of a fhip. Thofe of condition always make a prefent 
on their departure to the value of about fix pounds. But there is generally a great 
number of the eaftern catholics to be maintained there gratis ; fuch as the Maronites, 
and thofe Coptis, Greeks and Armenians, who acknowledge the pope; for thefe they 
prepare a houfe, and fend them provifioiis from time to time. The European pilgrims 
dine and fup in the refectory with the monks, where foine of them read all the time 
in books of devotion; they are well ferved with three or four plates, and have exccel- 
lent white wine of their own making. On feftivals the priefts and ftrangers go to the 
guardians apartments after dinner, and drink coffee; he has the title of moft reverend, 
and all the honour of a bifhop, when he celebrates, in the maimer of mitred abbots, 
and is nominated by the general of the order once in three years, commonly return¬ 
ing to Europe when his office is expired. He has alfo full power from the pope, and, 
if I miftake not, muft be alw'ays an Italian. He has a vicar, who governs in his ab- 
fence, and muft be a Frenchman. The procurator has the care of the temporals of 
the convent, and is always a Spaniard, and has a deputy of his own country, who 
bears the weight of his office; they have alfo a fecretary, and thefe make up their 
chapter or meeting for the government of alt their affairs; they fend alfo procurators 
into all parts of Europe to coileQ; the charity which fupports them, particularly to 
Spain, where they fay every body muft leave them fomething in their wills, and this 
is commonly brought to them once a year in fpecie. They have about ten convents in 
Paleftine and Syria, three in Eg)’pt, under a vice prefefl:, one at Cyprus, and another 
at Conftantinople. They have a very confiderable revenue, but are obliged to be at 
great charges here in prefents to the governor for their protection. Oa a tumult that 
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rofe againft them, not long before I was there, the governor promifed to protecl them, 
if they would pay for thirty foldiers extraordinary, wliich is become au annual charge to 
them ; not to mention theexpences which they are at in all their convents, in prefents 
to the great men, as well as in the fupport of their hoiifes. At Jerufalem they hap¬ 
pened to be under a good governor, but fometimes they have not been able to go out 
of the walls without danger. 

The ceremony of wafliing the feet of the pilgrims is an honour which they do all 
Europeans, milefs they happen to be very inferior perfons, who are not cf their church. 
The fiinftion is tfery- particular. The pilgrim is informed that this office is to be per¬ 
formed, and a fervant brings warm w^ater to his room, and walhes his feet. The pil¬ 
grim then goes into the chapel, having his white fcull-cap on his head. The guardian 
comes ^o his feat in the church, and the pilgrim is placed in a great chair at the lower 
end of it, with his iace to the north. The guardian has a filk cordon put about his neck, 
and girding hinifelf with a tow'el or lliort apron, kneels down before the pilgrim, on a 
white fatin cuffiion, a prieft kneeling on each fide of him, who put the pilgrim’s feet 
into a cifternof warm water, with dried rofe-leaves in it. The guardian faft takes the 
left foot, and walliing it with both his hands, wipes it clean, and kiffes it, and the 
right foot in the fame manner; then fetting up his left knee, he puts the right foot on it, 
wipes it, and covers the lower part with anapkin, which he bolds on it j the father, who is 
on the pilgrim’s right hand, covers his garments with a towel, and in that manner holds 
them above the inilep, and all the members of the convent come one after another, 
kneel down, and fir lx kifs the guardian’s hand, and then the inftep of the pilgrim. The 
guardian puts a lighted wax candle into the pilgrim’s hand; then all, except the guar¬ 
dian, with lighted tapers, go in proceffi'on to the high altar, the pilgrim following, 
where he kneels before the altar, whilfl an anthem and other devotions are fimg with 
the organ, and eight finging boys. Afterwards the proceflion goes to the two other 
altars, and then again to the high altar, where the pilgrim is incenfod, and coining down 
to the lower end of the church, he puts out his candle, and the litany is faid. At 
fupper the pilgrim is firft ferved with a dilh extraordinary, and afterwards the guar¬ 
dian, which is carried to none of the reft. There is alfo a fonn of prayer to be faid 
on the departure of a pilgrim, but, I fuppofe, it is never ufed for thofe of a difterent 
church. 

Chap. III .—Of Mouvi Acra and Mount Moriah^ 

THE city on the two hills Acra and Moriah, was called the lower city, and alfo the 
daughter of Sion, fo often mentioned in fcripture. Mount Acra feems to have had two 
fmall fummits, one to the weft towards Gihon, and the other to the eaft about the 
part which is north of mount Moriah, and feems to have been occupied by the tower 
or caftle of Antony. But Simon the Macchabee, high prieft, endeavoured to level 
Acra, that it might not command the temple. There was a gate to the north part 
of the city called the gate of Ephraim, which was probably about the fame place where 
the Damafcus gate now is. The gate of Herod is near his palace, and the prifon and 
grot of Jeremiah are to the north of the valley. The gate of judgment, already men¬ 
tioned, might have its name either fi-om being near the council-houfe, or becaufe the 
council-chamber Was over it, which is fpoken of by Jofephus in this part. 

Moft of the places, mentioned in our Saviour’s way from the houfe of Pilate to 
Calvary, were about mount Acra, or on the borders of mount Moriah. The houfe 
of Pilate, which is the refidence of the prefent governor, overloolcs the court of the 
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temple, and commands a fine view of the area and raofque. The preient afc^t to this 
houfe is the fpot from whlcli they fay the Scala Santa, or the holy flight of flairs at 
Rome was taken, being about twenty paces in length. Entering Ais place, on-the 
rieht is the apartment in which Chrifl was arraigned. To the eaft ot this is die room 
in w'hich fentence was given againll him, which looks into the court of the temp e: 
fiirther to the left is a liable where he was fcourged ; and going out of this home 
towards mount Calvary, the firft place is the arch, called Ecce homo, where it is faid 
Pilate (hewed him to the people; this arch appears like an old gateway. Ihe next 
place is that where the bleffed virgin met Chrifl; after he had turned to the left, who-e 
he funk under the crofs at the fight of her, when they compelled Simon the Cyreman 
to beai- it. At this place there is a bagnio, on the fpot where there fornierly Hood 
a church. About this turning Chrifl faw the women weeping, and exhortw them not 
to weep for him. At the turning to the right, up the flreet that leads to the convOTt, 
theylhewed the houfe of Lazarus; and a little further^ at the end of the street, which 
is to the weft of the temple, the palace of the rich man. Turning to the left, up the 
flreet that leads to the Latin convent, they fhew the place, on the right hand where bt. 
Veronica gave her handkerchief to wipe his face, which, they lay, left the impreffion 
on it; and that it is kept at this time in St. Peter's church at Rome. A little forther is 
the gate of judgment, and beyond that a gate now flopped up, by which pilgrims ufed 
to go in the fame way our Saviour went to Calvary; fo that now the remaining part of 
this way to mount Calvary being built on. is not to be feen, except what is fhewn 
within the cliurch. Returning to the arch on which Chrifl was Ihewn to the people,, 
between that and the houfe of Pilate, is a way to the left, leading to the houfe of 
Herod, where in a large room, which is now a (table, they fay Jefus was cloathed 
in purple, and fent to Pilate. Beyond the houfe of Pilate, going towards the gate of 
St. Stephen, are three entrances to the right into the court of the temple. Oppofite to 
the firft is a building called the tower of Antony. At the fouth eaft corner of it is a 
fmall turret, and the tower itfelf is built of large ftones rufticated. This probably was 
the fouth weft tower of that caftle, which was firft built by the Macchabees, and very 
much improved by Herod, in order to be a check on the citizens of Jerufalem, who 
gave it that name in compliment to Mark Antony the triumvir: for this place very 
well agrees with the fituation deferibed by the hiftorians, that it was to the north of 
the temple, and commanded a view of it; it feems to have extended to the north as far 
as Bezetha; for it is faid there was a deep foffe between it and that part of the city; 
and I faw to the eaft of the Damafeus gate a foffee cut into the rock, which they 
now fill up with the rubbilh of the city. 

To the north eaft of Herod’s palace there is amofque, which was formerly a church; 
it is built on the fpot where the houfe of Simon the Pharifee flood, in which Mary 
Magdalen wiped our Saviour’s feet with her hair. And eaft of that is the, houfe of St. 
Ann, the mother of the bleffed virgin, where it is faid the virgin was born j it was a 
nunnery; and the grot under the church is faid to be the very place of the bleffed 
virgin’s nativity. 

It is not eafy to determine whether mount Moriah took its name from the land to 
which God direfted Abraham to go in order to facrifice his fon, or whether this was 
aGually the mountain on which he was ready to ob^ the divine command. This hill 
was to the eaft of mount Sion, the broad valley of Millo being between them, over 
which there was a bridge that joined the two mountains. The valley of Jehofophat 
was to the eaft of it, and mount Acra to the north. Mount Moriah, which \vas a 
rock feems to have been chiefly taken up by the Temple, and Solomon’s houfe to 
’ the 
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Aejpotofthethreflii^^ floor of Araunah tlie 
Jebufite, where the plague was flayed; and upon that account it w^as purchafed by 
David to build an altar on. The buildings that belonged to the temple emended half a 
quarter of a mile ever)’ way, and by pacing the ground, I found it to be about that 
breadth from eaft to v/eft ; but there were a great number of fteps all round, bv 
which they afcended to the plain area, on which the temple itfelf was built. The 
who e was fupported by walls and buttrefles towards tile valleys, efpecially over the 
deep valley to the eaft . Firft there were feveral fteps up to the court of the Gentiles, 
jvhich is fupp^ed to have had a colonade or portico all round, and was about forty five 
feet broad. There was a fecond afeent of fourteen fteps to fuch another court, called 
the court of the Jews, which was much finer than the other, and none but Jews could 
entex into it, and they were obliged to be firft purified according to the law. It is 
probable that there were other fteps up to the court of the priefts j fo that the afeent 
round mull have been confiderable, whereas now this hill is near on a level with the 
reft of the cit^ occafioned probably by filling up the valleys, and alfo by levelling 
the top of this hill, which feems to have been the work of Hadrian; for when the 
Jews attempted to rebuild the temple, that emperor threw all the ruins of this great 
building into the valley, and planted a grove, which he confecrated to Jupiter. When 
Chriftianity prevailed, a church was built on this fpot. It is faid, that the Jews were 
miraculoufly hindered from rebuilding the Temple, when Julian the apoftate encouraged 
them to It, in order to prove that text of Scripture to be falfe, ‘ that one ftone Ihould 
not be left on another of that Jewilh temple; but the Chriftians built a church on this 
Ipot, which the Saracens, under Omar, converted into a mofque; and when Jerufalem 
was taken m the holy it was again made a place ofChriftian worfliip. At 
prefent there is a beautiful oaagon mofque in the middle of the court, covered with a 
dorn^ This mofque has a beautiful appearance, the outfide of it being cafed vrith tiles 
or different colours, but chiefly green, and they fay it is the fame within. Towards the 
iouth eaft corner of the area is a mofque, which is an oblong fquare. Part of it 
IS covered with a donie, which was the church of the purification, and ftands north and 
loutli; It IS ftid to have belonged to a nunnery. I went through a garden without 
the walls to the fouth end of this buildings in which there are eight or nine tiers of very 
iirge Itones, and to there are to the weft, under a noble building of hewn flone which 
might be part of the nunnery; there are alfo fome remains to the eaft. Formerly 
there was away to fome vaults under thefe buildings, which has been flopped up.- 
I he building to the fouth was probably the fpot where the houfe of Solomon ftood 
Ihere leems to have been a deep foffee to the north of mount Morhih, the eaft part 
ot which IS ftill to be feen, and is called by the monks the pool of Bethefda. At the 
ealt end ol it, at the entrance to the court of the temple, are remains of fome build¬ 
ings, of very large hewn ftone, parUcuIarly an entablature in a good tafte, which 
be part of an entrance that Hadrian imght have made to his new grove. If this 
foflee was earned all along to the north of mount Moriah, it muft have paffed where 
the houfe of Pil^e is now lliewn, which part might be filled up with the ruins of the 
temple. If the Chriftians, when they had pofleflion of Jerufalem, had dug here and 
m other parts, elpecially to the eaft of the temple, and the fouth of mount Sion/they 
iiught, without doubt, have found great remains of the materials of the temple and 
h mount Sion; and probably have been able to have palfed fome 

R .5 n This foflee does not feem to be the pool of 

have been to the fouth, or about the fouth weft 
r o mount Monah. In St. Jerom’s time there were two pools, one filled by the 
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rain the other was a reddilh water, as if it retained the colour 
in it*• and I fuppofe it was about the gardens to the fouth of the church o le p ^ - 
tion ’ wliich is within the fite of the court of the temple j and the quarter Ophel 

was’aifo probably in this part of the city. For it was at the louth corner of be temple 
where the Nethinims lived, who had the care ot the faciifices, and might extend t 
north part of the hill or valley. 


Chap. IV. — Of Mount Calvary. 

IF we fuppofe the hill towards tlienorth weft corner of the prefent «ty to be Cghon 
where So\oIon was anointed, on which the Ladn convent now ftands; U is m tbs cafe 
probable that Calvary or Golgotha was a part of it, that is a fummit of the hill, towards 
the fouth eaft; It was the place where oialetaftors were ufually executed. -r- . 

The emprefs Helena, having, as it is faid, found the crofs here, built 
church over the holy fepulchre. The roof was of cyprefs, and the kmg ot hpani 
giving a new one, what remained of the old roof was preferved as rehques, jnd they 
make^beads of it to this day. There is a hole in the top of the dome to give b§bt, as m 
tlie pantheon at Rome. The gallery above is about three fourAs of a circle, the 
opening to the Greek choir, being the other jart of the circle. The greater of 
the gaUery belongs to the Lathis, and they have an entrance to it from ther «iiivent. 
The part of the church under the gaUery is enclofed, and belongs to the people of lever 

The Latin fathers have a ti-eafury of plate, and other curious things, m the church, 
hut they never open it, left it ftiould tempt the Turks at any time to feize on their riches; 
they have a very fine fett of new gilt plate for the altar, the prefent of the tog ot 
France. But the Greeks lliew whatever they have, at the eaft end of their great 
church, pardciilariy a large chalice of gold, the prefent of a prince of Georgia, many 
veftments adorned with pearls, and a great number of veffels of filver gilt, raoltly ot 


Gothic workmanfhip. . , -i v t 

Having deferibed the holy fepulchre, and the church that is built over it, 1 Inall 

give an account of the ceremonies I faw in this church ; and of the manner in 
which I vifitedthis and feveral other places. I arrived at Jeruralem, as^ mentioned 
before, on the iQth of March, which happened to be Palm-funday of the Latins, imd 
I went that morning into the church of the holy fepulchre to fee their ceremomes. 
The guardian was habited pontifically in rich veitments, prefented by the late emperor. 
A canopy was erefted over the door, and a chair was placed under it, in whic 11 le guar- 
dian fat^ and performed foiue offices, and afterwards went into the holy 
blefs the palm-branches laid on it: when he came out he fat down again m the chmr, ma 
they put the palm branches into his hand ; firft one for hinifeli ^ and the rc 
given him one by one, he diftributed them to all the congregation, who too cm 
kneeling, and kiffed his hand; the priefts then wont round the holy fepulchre three 
times, with the palm branches in their hands, and finging an anthem, conclude y 
going in like manner to the ftone of unSion. ^ 

On the 22d, being Wednefday in paffion week, I vifited the places our 

vioiir palled in the way to Calvary, and went through the valley to the eait and lout 
of Jcrufalem, and part of the weftern valley ; and in the afternoon we all went mto 
the church of the holy fepulchre, and the doors were kept locked till Friday_ 

Within the church there is a fmall convent belonging to the Latins, to which mere 

is no enti’ance but by the church : and here we took up our abode. On the 2 jd the 
* ^ guardian 
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guardian on hx$ knees performed the ceremony of walking the feet of twelve priells,’ 
who were feated before the door oF the holy fepulchre, and he gave a crofs into the 
hands of each of them. I faw this ceremony performed the week foHowhig by the 
Armenians and Greeks, At the Armenian convent the bifhop was girded with a blue 
towel, and kneeled within a rail, the prieft fitting in a great chair without it, and put¬ 
ting his feet into a bafon within the rail, the bilhop walhed his feet with the towel, and 
rubbed them with fweet pomatum. The Greek ceremony was more extraordinary ; it 
was performed ou the Hairs on the outfide of the church of the holy fepulchre, that 
leads to the chapel of the bleffed virgin, where fhe Hood to fee Chrift crucified. The 
bifhop went to the top of the Hairs, and the twelve prieHs Hood on each fide of them. 
After the bifhop had ufed fome form of devotion, he was unrobed, and had a towel 
tied a-crofs from each Oioulder, and a filk towel round his middle. He then went to 
the bottom of the Hairs, and a large bafon of filver gilt, with water in It boiled on 
fweet herbs, being held under the feet of the prieH, and one pouring water on them 
out of an ewer, the bifiiop with his hands waflied the feet, wiped and kiffed them, the 
priefl at the fame time kilting the ear of the biihop : the uppermoH prieH reprefenting 
Peter, made afpeech that he Ihould not waih his feet; which being anfwered by the 
bifliop, he fubmitted to have that honour done to him. The bafon then being 
brought up to the bifhop, he often dipped a large lettice into it, and feveral times 
Iprinkled all the people; then the water was thrown on them, and they crowded to 
wipe the vafe with their handkerchiefs, and went fo far as to take the herbs out of the 
caldron in which the water was boiled. 

On the twenty-fourth, which was Good-frlday, the Latins performed their dlfcipline 
in an enclofed part of the gallery, early in the morning, before It was light | and they 
eat late in the fame place on their knees, having nothing but bread, raw onions, and water. 
In the evening their proceffion began to the chapel of the facrament, where one of the 
monks preached in Italian j then going on to the chapel where they divided Chrift's 
garments, a French fermon was preached there. A Spaniard harangued in his 
native tongue at the pillar of reproach, and a French fermon was preached at the place 
where Chrift was nailed to the crofs. At the place of the crucifixion an Italian 
fermon was preached, and two monks performed the ceremony of taking tlie fniail 
ftatue of Chrift from i\^e crofs; and as they took out the nails fhewed them to 
the people, who at the fight of them beat their breafts. The ftatue being wrapped up 
in a white Iheet, was carried by four of them to the Hone of unfHon, where it was 
anointed and perfumed ; and this being oppofite to the great door, where the Maho¬ 
metans on the outfide might hear the fermon, one of them preacheiin Arabick. The 
ftatue was then carried and laid in the fepulclire, and the people were harangued in 
Spanifli, and fo the ceremony concluded about eleven o’clock. 

On Eafter eve, the twenty-fourth, the door of the church was opened, as it was the 
day before, for all perfons to come in ; but the Turks infifted on having fome gratuity 
from every one that entered. The Latins celebrated the mafs of the refurreilion, and 
at Gloria ir^ excelfis, a cover was let down, and the tapeftry on the &ont of the holy 
fepulchre appeared, reprefenting the refurreftion. We were releafed from our con¬ 
finement, but returned the next day, which was Eafter-funday, when the Latins cele¬ 
brated their offices; and the whole body clothed in rich veftmenls, with candles in 
their hands, went in proceffion three times round the holy fepulchre, three fzlver crofies 
being carri^ before them, and certain offices were read at a deik on each fide of the 
fepulchre. As it was the PalmTunday of the oriental churches, they performed their 
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ceremonies of diftributing the palm branches, and feverally went in proceffion round 
the fepulchre; that of the Armenians being the moft grand and folemn. 

On the thirtieth, we went to leefeveral things in the city, as the beautiful gate of the 
temple j the liofpital of faint Helena; and the Greek convent adjoining to the church 
of the holy fepulchre; they Ihew there in a chapel the very place where, they fay, 
Ifaac was offered j we went by the iron gate to faint James’s church of the Armenians, 
and to all that quarter. On the fecond of April we vifited Jeremiah’s prifon and 
grot, and what are called the fepulchres of the kings to the north. On the thirteenth 
we faw the part of mount Sion without the walls, and the fouth end of the old temple, 
near the church of the purification that belonged to the old nunnery. On the 
fourteenth we vifited all the places about the mount of Olives, Bethany, and Bethphage. 
On the fixteenth we went out with the flieik of Siloe up to the mount of Olives, the 
place of the afcenfion, and faw the village of Siloe, and mountain of offence, and re¬ 
turned by the weftern valley. On the feventeenth we took another view of the vale of 
Jehofaphat. And on the twentieth traced the old walls to the north, and reviewed the 
places that way; and it will appear in the following account, how the reft of the time 
was fpent in feeing the places at fome diftance from Jerufalem. 

Chap. — Of the quarter in Jerufalem called Be%etha^ and of the Sepulchres called the 

Sepulchres of the Kings, 

THE fourth part of the city, called Bezetha, was a fuburbto the north, inhabited by 
the lower fort of people, and it was encompaffed with a flight wall before the time of 
Agrippa ; but he begun to make it very ftrong, and it was finiftied by the Jews. This 
was called the firft wall in the attack of the city, and the third with regard to the time 
when it was built. The wall about Acra was the fecond ; and that wliich encompaffed 
mount Sion was the firft that was built, and is called the third in befieging the city. 
The wall about Bezetha was the firft that was taken by Titus; he then took the fecond 
about Acra, and afterwards the wall about Sion; he then made himfelf mafter of the 
caftle of Antony, ^d next of the temple j and laft of all, he took the citadel of mount 
Sion._ Endeavouring to trace the wall round Bezetha, I thought I faw fome itnperfea 
remains of it ftretching about a quarter of a mile to tlie fouth from the north weft 
corner of the prefent walls, to which a point of Acra might metend. I imagined I faw 
the corner of this wall to the north weft, and figns of a foflee extending to the eaft, 
near a long ciftern, which is fouth of the mount of foap alhes, and fo along over the 
valley of Croum, that is, of gardens or vineyards; and likewife to the fouth of what 
they call the fepulchres of the kings ; and then to the eaftern valley, where, turning 
fouth it joined the fecond wall. This feeras probable, becaufe the fituation of the 
mount of foap alhes juft without the walls is very natural. Thefe gardens alfo feem to 
be thofe where Titus was in fuch great danger when he came to reconnoitre the city *. 
I faw to the north of the vale of gardens a great heap of ruins on a rifmg ground, 
which might be fome work of the Romans in attacking the cityi For it cannot well be 
%pofed that the walls extended fo hr^ and that thefe are the ruins of the tower 
Pfephinus, which was feventy cubits high, and was at the north weft corner of the city* 
It IS more probable_ that this might be Sapha^ or the place of profpefl:, which was about 
^ nule to the north of the old city^ where Titus and Ceftius encamped j but it is more 
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TCtrtarkable on account of another piece of hiftory. For when Alexander had taken 
Tyre and Gaza^ and was come to this place to attack Jerufalem, the priefls came out in 
their veftmenfs^ and all the people cloathed in white to meet hinij which was doubtlefs 
the habit of ceremony, who being ftruck with the fight, adored the name of God on 
the priefts breaft*plnte, and entering into the temple, facrificed there, and was greatly 
pleafed when the high prieft iliewed him thofe parts of fcripture that prophefied of his 
conqueil of all the world. 

1 here was a broad ftreet from the gate of Ephraim, and one part of this quarter 
called mount Bezetha, which Teems to be the height over the grot of Jeremiah, and 
this probably was the fiteboth of the camp of the Alfyrians when they took Jerufaleni^ 
and alfo of Situs’s camp when he had taken this outer part of the city** I'he cave of 
Jeremiah, where they fay he wrote his Lamentations, is a very large grot opening to the 
fouth, a little without the prelent walls, which leems to have been a quarry* To the 
fouth of it, near the walls, is a finall pool full of dirty water* This they call Jeremiah's 
prilbn, into w^hich they fay that prophet was let down ; but on what authority I 
know not. 

'Ihe fepulchres on the outfide of the walls fuppofed to be north of Bezetha, are 
called the Sepulchres of the kings, which name feems to be taken from Jofephus, who 
fays the wall went by the fepulchres of the kings. He fays alfo, that it run along by 
the fepulchre of Helena, queen of Adiabene, and I fliould take this to be that fepakhre i 
and that it is fome corruption of Jofephus to mention any fepulchre of the kings in this 
part, which 1 do not find fpoken of by other ancient writers* The fepulchre of Helena 
IS mentioned as having three pyramids over it; and Villalpandus, deferibing them as 
fepulchres of the kings, takes notice of one pyramid, ftanding over thein in his rime^ 
which is a great proof that it ^vas the fepulchre of Helena ; the other two probably 
having been deftroyed, as the third has been taken away fmee his time, Thefe are 
the mofl remarkable and beautiful fepulchres about Jerufalem*. 

Chap* VJ* — Of the places near ihe walls of Jerufalem. 

^ AT the eaft end of the ftreet, which is north of the temple, and of the houfe of 
Pilate, is the gate of St* Stephen* Without this gate, which is on the eaft fide of the 
city, that faint was put to death \ and going down a fteep defeent towards the vale of 
Jehofophat, they fliew a part of the rock on which they fay St- Stephen’s body fell 
when he \vas ftoned, and made an impreflion on the rock* 

We came doi.vn into the valley to the bed of the brook Kedron, which is but a few 
paces over, and in many parts the valley itfelf is no wider: mount Olivet is to the eaft: 
of it* This brook rifes a little way furtlier to the north ; the valley, as I apprehend, 
not extending far that way : there is no water in it, except after great rains or fhowers : 
the bed of the torrent is narrow and deep ; there is a bridge over it below the gate of 
St* Stephm; and they fay, when there is water, it all runs under ground to the north 
of the bridge, unlefs the torrent fwells much, which had happened but once in feveral 
years, and was then occafioned by great ftiowers of rain. This brook runs along the 
valley ol Jehofophat and Siloe at the fouth weft corner of the city, and then turning 
fouth, it runs to the dead fea, 

Paflmg over this bridge, and going to the left, we came by a defeent of feveral fteps 
down to the fepulchre of the bleffed virgin* On one fide there is a doorplace walled up, 
which is about half way down to it, ot which they can give no account j but it is pro- 
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bably the fepulchre of Melifendis, queen of Jerufalem, who is faid by Ibme authors to 
have been buried here. Below they fliew the fepulchres of Anna, Joachim, andJofeph, 
as well as that of the blefled virgin; about the latter all the diHerent profelSons have their 
altars^ the whole is cut out of the rock. We returned .into the valley, and on the ealt, ad¬ 
joining to this, we came to the grotto in which our Saviour was in an agony, on account 
of his approaching lufl'eriiigs. 1 o the fouth, at the foot of mount Olivet, is the gat den 
of Gethleniane, in which there are feven old olive trees, faid to have been ^ere in our 
Saviour’s time. A little above this, in the road up the mount of Olives, is the ftone 
on which they fay the blefled virgin’s girdle fell at her afcenfion, md left an im- 

preflion. _ i. t 

Going along the foot of mount Olivet to the fouth, there is a Hone w'here the dif- 
clplei flept, while Chrift prayed. A little furtlier they lay he was betrayed by 
Judas, We came to another bridge over the brook Kedron, where it is faid Chrift 
was thrown down as they were leading him to the magiftrate: and beyond it, near the 
bed of the brook, is a ftone on which tliey Ihew the print of his feet, fuppofed to be 
made as they were thrufling him along* 

M he fepulchre of Jehofophat is cut out of the rock at the foot of tlie hill to the eaft, 
with fome apartments in it. Over this are the fepulchres of the Jews j it is faid to be 
he place where Judas put an end to hia life. And they tell pilgrims that the oUve tree 
which grows on the fpot, is the very tree on which he hanged hinifelf. 

To the fouth weft of the fepulchre of Jehofophat is what they call the pillar of Ab- 
falom, who having no fon^ and defirmg to keep his name in retnembrancej re^ed up 
for himfelf a pillar in the Idng’s dale, calling it after his own name, and it obtained the 
name of Abfalom^s place*. Jofephus calls it a marble pillar f but as he fays it was^ two 
furlongs from Jerufalem, though this vale, in which Kedron runs, might be the king’s 
dale ; yet as the diftance does not agree, it may be doubted whether this really was that 
monument j and it feeras more probable that it was farther to the fouth weft, beyond 
the vale of Gehinnom. But if this was the king's dale in which Melchifedeck king of 
Salem came to meet Abraham f? it would be a circumftance to prove, that Jerufalem 
was the ancient Salem, If we fuppofe that this was the pillar of Abfalom, cut out of 
the rock, and railed higher by art, it mull have been much altered fince that time, for 
it IS now of the Ionic order, w^bich probably was not invented at that time. It is not 
unlikely that fome perfons have long fmce beautified thefe places, according to the 
rules of Greek architeftu re, particularly this, and the tomb of Zacliariah- There is a 
room cut out of the rock in Abfalom’s pillar confiderably above the level of the 
ground on the outfide. There are nitches in the fides of the room, probably defigned 
to receive coffins or bodies ; the entrance is by a hole, which feems to have been lately 
broke out; and if it ferved as a fepulchre there might be fome under ground entrance 
now clofed up, as 1 was informed there is to the tomb of Zachariah, which, tliey fay, is 
knoum to the Jews, and that they privately carry their dead to it. The upper part of 
the fepulchre, which is round, is built of very large ftones, and it is altogether very 
beautiful. The heap of ftones on the outfide has been thought to be a proof I, that 
it is the pillar of Abfalom, and that the ftones were thrown there in deteftation of his 
rebellion againft his father ; but this cuftora may have taken its rife from a notion of 
its being AbfaloTn's pillar. This is the laft thing ieen in this vale on the eaft fide of the 
city from the north ; and confequently about that place the vale begins to turn to the 
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weftj and make the fouthern bounds of the city^ being oppofite to the fouth-eaft corner 
of mount Moriah, and of the buildings of the temple. 

A little further to the well is a fepulchre, faid to be of Zachariah^the fon of 
Barachiah, whom the Jews flew between the temple and the altar 5 it is entirely cut 
out of the rock, which, at a little diftance, is of a confiderable height on three 
fides of it j it may be obferved, that there axe fome things very particular in the exe¬ 
cution of the Ionic order* Between thefe two monuments there is a grotto in the rock, 
with a portico before it, in which it is faid faint Janies flayed until he faw Chrifl after 
his relurreftion. 

Crofling the brook, we came to a fountain to the right, which is thought by fome to 
be the dragon-well, mentioned by Nehemiah* j it is coimnonly called the fountain of 
the blefled virgin, where, they fay, ihe walhed our Savioiir^s liimeti; there b a defcent 
down to it of many ileps, and a channel is cut firom it in under the rock, w^hich might 
convey the water to the city- The Mahometans Jiave a praying place before it, and 
often come here to walh. It may beconfidered, whether (Jib was not really the antient 
fountain of Siloe, which was fo far under the hill, that it could not be commanded in 
time of war by fuch as were not mafters of that part of the city, as it might be de¬ 
fended to great advantage from the hill over it j and poffibly it was carried in under the 
city by channels leading to certain refervoirs, from which they might draw up the 
water* This fountam feems to have flowed into a bafin called the pool of Siioe, and 
probably b the fame as the lower pool. From this place the valley towards the weft 
is much wider than it is in the other parts. 

A little beyond this fountain, the fhallow vale between mount Sion and Moriah 
begins, which is much higher than that in which Kedron runs, being the end of the 
valley called Millo, that divides thofe hills. There is a gentle afcenfby it up to the 
city walls, and going into this vale about an hundred paces, we came to the pool of 
Siloe, I'he entrance of it is towards the city, and there is a defcent by feveral fleps to a 
pool about twenty feet wide, fifty-five feet long, and ten feet deep from the flairs, having 
a bench on each fide of it, and eight pillars. The water runs into it from a channel 
cut under the rock, and they fay, comes from the temple, and other parts where they 
wafli; and therefore is not fit to be drunk • poffibly this might be the pool of Bethefda, 
which maybe the fame as that which Nehemiah fays was the pool that was made, and 
Jofephus calls the pool of Solomon* The pool of Bethefda, we loiow was remark¬ 
able for extraordinary cures on the firft perfon that went into it after a certain time: 
In that pool the Nethinims waflied their facrifices; and Ophel, where they lived, feems 
to have been in this quarter; though from Nehemiah'*s account, x>ne would con]e£ture 
that it extended alfo to the north. Near this pool at a'white mulberry-tree, they fay,. 
Ifaiah was fawn afunder, by the order of Manalieh ; and here, it is to be fiippofed, he 
was buried under the oak Rogeiit is probable tlie kingb gardens were over this vale 
in which the tree of Rogel is mentioned. A little above the pool Siioe on the fide of 
mount Moriah, is a part of the rock, on wliich poffibly the tower of Siloam was built, 
and above it f hrre is an ancient grotto, 

Oppofite to this valley, on the otlier fide of the brook, is what they call the village of 
Siloe ; it is over the valiey towards the foot of the hill, and con fills of a great number 
of grottos cut out of the rock, fome of which have porticoes, and are adorned with the 
plain Egyptian corailh ; they call it a village, becaufe thefe grots are now inhabited by 
Arabs, but they feem to be an dent lepulchres. The .fheikof Siloe, who fiiewed me- 
every thing there, led me a little way to the north of Siloe, to a houfe cut our of the 
rock, which he faid, was called Gethfeinane j where there is a flat fpot of ground, on, 
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the fide of the hill, exteniliiig like a terrace to the north ; and it is not improbable that 
this was the fite of the village of Gethfemane, and that it might ftretch near as far 
as the place now called the garden of Gethfemaiie. 'this place was formeny covered 
with olive-trees, but it is now without any in■vp^o^^cn■lel^t; and My one who lees the 
defoiate country about Jerufalem, may conclude whai a fad aUeration all thefe pa its have 
undergone fiiice the lime of Jofepbus, who fays, that the whole tei litory abounded 

in trees, , n * vt t 

At the end of this valley, which is fouth of the city, and runs to the welt, is ivehe^ 

miah's well, where the brook Kedroii turns to the fouth, and the valley of Repliaim 
joins it from the north. It is faid Jeremiah hid in this place the holy fire when the firll 
temple was deftroyed, and fearching for it, they found water which Nehemiah ordered 
to be throwm on the facrifice on which it began to bum. It is an oblong fquare well, 
which I found by a plummet to be a hundred and wenty-tw^o feet deep, and that the 
water was eighty feet high, and they told me that forietimes it overflowed. 

This valley to the fouth of Jerufalein, and it may bfe part of that to the eaft, was Ge- 
hinnom, or the valley of Hinnom, having anciently belonged to the fons of Hinnom 
and was part of the bounds between the tribes of 13 enjamin and Judah, 1 his place be^ 

came infamous on account of their paifing their children here through the fire to M.olecli, 
the god of the Ammonites f ; it was called alfo Tophet, which lignifies a trumpet, from 
their founding that inffruoient, that the cries of the children might not be heard ; and 
it is thought that the name of Gehenna is giv^eii to Hell from this place, on account of 
the diabolical facrifices that were oftered here. It is probable that the grove of Molech 
was in this quarter, where liis worfhippers facrificed to him, and committed many 
other abominations. The mountain of oftence was likewife over this valley, where So¬ 
lomon is fuppofed to have built a temple to the deity of tlie Ammonites 

I turned to the north into the valley of Rephaim, or Giants, in which David twice 
vanquifhed the Philiflines §, and called the place, where he burnt their images, Baal- 
perazim ||, This valley is broader, and not fo deep as thofe to the louth and eaft, 1 
went up the hill to the weft, oppofite to the end of the vale of Hinnom, and faw a 
great number of fepulchral grots cut out of the rock, many of v^hich have beautiful 
door-places; among them is the grotto where, it is faid, die apoftles hid themfelves 
after our Saviour's crucifixion, A little further to the north is Aceldama, that is, the 
field of blood, which is faid to be the fpot that w-as purchafed by the chief^ priefts to 
bury ftrangers in, with the money which Judas returned, as confeious that it was tlie 
price of innoc^t bloody : it is an oblong fquare cavern, about twenty-fix paces longj 
twenty broad, and feemed to be about twenty feet deep ; it is enclofed on every fide, 
either with the rock or a wall, and covered over there are fix holes in the top by 
which one may look down into it, and by thefe they throw in the bodies: it belongs 
now to the Armenians, They talk much of a virtue in this earth to confume dead 
bodies ; and, it is faid, that feveral fliip-loads of it were carried to what they call the 
Campo Santo in Pifa, Over Aceldama, to the fouth-eaft of the road to Bethlehem, 
is the hill of evil counfel, wliere it is faid the Jews took counfel, and determined to 
put Jefus to death. I faw feveral other fepulchral grottos, as I defeended from this 
place into the vale that is to the weft of the city : there is a bafin in it which is about two 
hundred and fifty paces long, and a hundred broad; the bottom is very narrow, and 
the rock on each fide appears like fteps : this bafon is made by building a wall acrofs 
the valley ; it is commonly called the pool of Beerflieba, but feems to be the lower 

* Jof. XT. 8. t ^ Chron. xxYiii, j. J: i Kioj's, xi, 7, § 2 Sam. v, 18. 1 Cbron. xir.9. 
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pool of Gihon ; it is generally drj^ but probably it was defigned to receive not only the 
rain waters^ but alfo the fuperfluous waters from the upper pool of Gihon Ar the 
north end of it there is a caufeway, Avhich leads to the road to Bethlehem. There la 
a Ghannel on it from Solomon’s aqueducl:, which fupplies a dftern on each fide of the 
caufeway, and one at the end of it^ where there is plenty of water; above this the * 
valley is not fo deep, but capable of receiving a great quantity of water. About a 
hundred paces to the north the aqueducl from Solomon’s pool croffes the vale, the 
water running part of the way on nine arches, fi^om four to fix feet high ; it is then 
conveyed round the Mil on the weft fide of Mount Sion, and fo round to the city and 
temple by a covered channel on the ground. 

Near a mile to the north-north-weft is the pool of Gihon, which I fuppofe to be 
the upper pool ; it is a very large bafon, and if I millake not, is cut down about ten 
feet into the rock, there being a'w’ay down to it by fteps; it was almoft drv at tliat 
time, and feems defigned to receive the rain waters which come from the hills about 
it: there Is a canal front the pool to the ciiy, which is uncovered part of the way, and 
it is faid goes to the pool in the ftreets near the holy fepulchre, and when there is a 
great plenty of water, it runs to the pool already mentioned to the weft of the city j 
for the defign of thefe pools feems to have been to receive the rain water for the com¬ 
mon ufes of the city, and probably even to drink in cafe of necefiity. 

It ]$ well known that Solomon was crowned on Mount Gihon, and if the tradition * 
be true, that the ceremony was performed near this pool, it might be concluded that 
the high ground to the north of it was that Mount j but it feems more probable, i\s 
already obferved, that Mount Gihon was the height on which the Latin convent ftands. ' 
I do not find where the fountain of Gihon was, though it is moft probable, that it rofe * 
dither in the upper pool, or out of the high ground about ir. - 

I fhall conclude this chapter, with an account of fome ceremonies of the Greeks at 
Eafter, efpecially of the moft remarkable one relating to the holy fire. 

On the firft of April, the Good Friday of the Greeks, tliey performed in the even- ' 
ing, the ceremony of taking Chrift down from the crofs; and a little after midnight 
they began fome other ceremonies in a very tumultuous and indecent manner: Firft, 
they wrapt up a man in a cloth, and carried him on their flioulders three times round 
the fepukhre, the mob running round and hallooing ; they then laid him down before 
the outer door of the fepulchre, and after playing feveral tricks with him, he got up } 
and this is their reprefentation of the refurreftion. Others were carried about in 
the fame manner, but not covered j there was a perfon alfo who walked round the 
fepulchre, with another Handing on his fhoulders, who talked and made figns to 
the people; and all thefe things were imitated by the boys, who, in a very indecent 
manner, leaped on one anothers backs, fome throwing others down, and pulling oJF 
their caps ; and the country people ran hallooing round the fepulchre j infomuch 
that any one would have taken it rather for a fociety of Bacchanals than a Chriftian 
affembly. 

The Turks, and even the governor of Jerufalem, as is cuftomary, came to fee the 
ceremony of the holy fire: as foon as he arrived all was quiet. The Latins fay, that 
In the firft ages, on Eafter-eve, the fire defeended from heaven into the fepulchre, 
and lighted their lamps* But this miracle failing about the fifth or fixth century, the 
Catholics wrote to Rome in relation of it, and received an anfwer, that fince providence 
did not continue to a6: fupernaturally in this refpedt, they ought not to endeavour to 
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impofe on the people ; that fince that time the Greeks have pretended to be in poffeflion, 
of the miracle, and made the people believe it. 

The lights were put out all over the church, and firft of all the Greek young men 
came running like mad men tewards the holy fepulchre, carrying ftandards : the guar¬ 
dian of their convent, and fome other Greek piiefts, brought into the holy fepulchre 
a large glafs lamp that was not lighted. The Greek proceffion began with IJiouts of the 
people; the priefts came firll, followed by their bifliop, and went three times round 
the holy fepulchre: then the bifliop went alone into the fepulchre. The Armenian 
bifliop, who was grey headed, and very infirm, followed immediately aftenvards, and 
was thrufl; in with much difficulty; but, I think, only permitted to wait within, by the 
door; the Armenians not being allowed a part in the fecret of this ceremony. The 
Coptic and Syrian bifliops, if I miftake not, endeavoured to go in, but were not per¬ 
mitted : the Turks all the while guarded the door of the fepulchre, and money was 
given them to permit people to be near, that they might li^ht their tapers fii'ft at the 
holy fire. They were not in the fepulchre half a quarter of an hour before the door 
was opened, and a great liumber of fmall lighted candles held out; and happy was 
the perfon that could light his candles firll. Young men flood reaching out with their 
bare arms, having twenty or thirty candles tied together, to light them among the firll. 
But to avoid any great inconveniences by the crowd, two perlbns held their lighted 
candles at a diftance, in two diff’arent parts of the area, that others might more con¬ 
veniently light their tapers. Some who had the holy fire, being furromided, and 
aUnofl finothered by the crowd that preffed about them, were forced to brand the 
candles in the fiices of the people in their own defence j and fome go fo far as to 
fay, that this fire will not burn their beards. With much difficulty the Greek and 
Armenian bifliops went out with candles in their hands : in a little time all the tapers 
were lighted, and the church was foon filled with the fraoke of them, as they kept 
their lights burning for fome time. It is faid the Greeks think themfelves obliged to 
carry on this affair, in order to bring pilgrims to Jerulalem; for the people let fo great 
a value on this fire, that it is thought they would not otherwife come, which might ruia 
the Greeks, who live by this concourle of pilgrims. After this ceremony was over 
they made the firfl tonfure of two Armenian boys near the fepulchre ; a barber walhing 
rheir heads with rofe water, and fliaving them ; the women that were related to them 
making a Ihrill noife, according to their cuftom, as a teftimony of joy; then began the 
proceliion of the Armenians, Coptis, and Syrians, the two boys in furplices following 
the deacons with candles in their hands. 

Chap. VIl.— Of the Mount of Olives, Bethany, and Bethphage, 

THE high hill to the oafl of the city is commonly known by the name of the Mount 
of Olives : it is not a fmgle hill, but is part of a ridge of hills, which extends to the 
north, and alfo to the fouth-weil. The Mount of Olives has four fummits, which I 
fliall defcribe in their order. 

Going about half a quarter of a mile to the northward from the north-ea/l corner 
of the city, I went down to the eaflern valley, and went up the mount of Olives, by 
a very eafy afcent, through pleafant corn fields, planted with olive trees: about half way 
up 1 came to a plain fpot, called by the Arabs Galilee, conjeSured by fome to have its 
name from an inn of the Galileans, thought to have been there; others, chiefly the 
Roman catholics, fiippofe it is derived from the angeFs faying to the difciples, “Ye 
men of Galilee, why Hand ye here looking up into heaven j” and by them it is called 
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The men of Galilee. There are forae niins in this place. We went from it to the 
fummit of the hill further to the call, called by the Arabs Selmaii I’afliy ( The ftone of 
Selman),probably from.fome fepulchre there; for there is a large one covered v/ith a 
dome, and about it are feveral other Mahometan tombs. The Dead Sea is leen from 
this place, and from feveral other parts of the hill. 

We went on to the fummit, fromwliich our Saviour afeended u(i into heaven; 
over it is a fmall Gothic chapel; it is round within, and oftagon without, and Hands 
in tlie middle of a large enclofure, with feme buildings about it, and is now converted 
into a niofque, belonging to a Mahometan convent, in which there is only one derviche : 
pilgrims pay a great devotion to what they are told is the print of our Saviour’s foot, 
that was made when he afeended up into heaven, and points towards the fotith. On 
Afcenfioii Eve, the Chriftians come, and encamp in the court, and that night they 
perform the offices of the Afcenfion. The Latins ereft two altars in the ch .pel, and 
the Armenians, Greeks, and Coptis have each of them an altar agaiiifl the wall of 
the enclofure, and Chriftians at all times have free admittance; at the fouth-weft corner 
of the buildings round the court, is the cell of Pelagia, the harlot of Antioch, who 
performed a long penance here in the habit of a man; it not being known w'ho fhe 
was till the time of her death. A little below the height of the hill there is a pillar where 
tliey fay Chrift foretold the day of judgment. 

I went a fecond time to the top of this hill from the garden of Gethfemane, The 
iirft place we came to was a building on the left, where Chrift wept over Jerufalem, and 
made that pathetic fpeech, on account of the miferies that were coming on it. Higher 
up, near the top of the hill, we turned to the right into a lane, and came to a church 
on the left hand, where they fay, the apoftles compofed the creed ; it appears to have 
been ufed as a ciftern. A little higher is the place, where they fay, our Saviour taught 
the difciples a fecond time to pray, according to the form which he gave to them; there 
are only fome foundations of an ancient building, and the remains of a black and white 
Mofaic pavement. Below the place where the apoftles compofed the creed, to die 
north-weft of it, are what they call the Sepulchres of the prophets, which are very large, 
having many cells to depofite bodies in; the further end of them they call the Laby¬ 
rinth, which extends a great way; I could not find the end of it; this part fcems to 
have been a quarry. 

From this place we went fouth weft up to the third fummit of the hill, on which 
there are two heaps of ruins; one is about the middle of It, the other towards the fouth 
weft comer, which the Arab told me was a convent of Armenians. We then defeended 
to the Jews burial-place, croffing the road to Jericho, which goes over the hill to 
Bethany; the Arab told us, this part of the hill was called by them Sofomone, which 
probably was the name of the Mountain of offence, where Solomon facrificed to ftrange 
gods. We afeended this hill to the fouth, which the Chriftians call the Mountain of 
offence; the fummit of it to the eaft is called, The Windmill, probably becaufe there 
was one there. To the fouth of this is a little height, and to the north weft is 
Ihe higheft fummit, where there are fome ruins and broken columns. The Arab told 
us, that there was an Armenian convent alfo here 4 and that the name of this part 
was Gorek-Nertebet; all this hill is to the fouth of the city. I obferved that to the eaft 
the foil was good, and well improved, arid that the hills and valleys round had a very 
pleafant afpea at this feafon. 

We went from-the fummit of the afcenfion, about half a mile to Bethphage, which 
was a village on mount Olivet, belonging to the priefts; it was two miles from 
Jerufalem, on a little rifmg ground, where I faw but a veiy few ruins. It is faid 
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Chrifl: mounted tlie foal-of an afsat the foot pf this height, for which, it is conjeamed'. 
he had fent to this village, as it is ovei-againft the place where he is fuppofed to have 
been. The Latins had a ceremony of attending their luperior from this place to 
the city, mounted on an afs, and cloaihed in the pontifical habit in WTiich they cele¬ 
brate, the people performing all the honours of ftrewmg palm-branches, ami laying 
theii- garments, the way. They fpeak of it as a very affeamg _fim£hon and ^ough 
perfoiTOed 1>yi the Latins, yet that Cbnftians of all profeffions joined in the Lolannas, 
and iecmed tranlported with a fort of religious extafy* i_ i ? 

Froni thb place we,\rent on, to Bethany^ which, if I remember, had only two or 
three fimiilie^ Jn it. The &fl place that is fhewn is the houfe of Simon the leper, where 
there fomq ruins, with a very large grotto under them,^ and two or three fmall 
ones A little beyond it axe reniains pi a fort ofcaftle, which is a very ftrong bmlding^ 
•and is fiiid to.be the houft; of Lazarus. To the fouth of it is the fepulchre of Lazarus. 
It is a grotto cut out of the rock, to which there is a^ defcent of twent)'-five fteps; 
on the fide of the ftairs there is a fmall cell, where, it is faid, Mary did penance. 
There is a from the room into the fepulchre itfelf, which is juft large enough 

to contain a body,"and is three feet high ; the entrance to it probably fhut up with a 
Ifone y and from tliis place they fuppqfe Lazarus came forth. We went on to the houfe 
of Mary Magdalene. To the left of it is the ftone, a part of the rock on which, they 
fay, our Saviour fat, when Martha came to him. Beyond that is the houfe of Martha, 
where there are fome foundations cut in the rock, and a fmall ciflern ; a little flu ther is 
' the fountain of the apollles. Returning by the houfe of Simon the leper, we came to 
the road that leads from Jericho to Jerufalem, and in our retuin faw die place to 

the left, where, they fay, the fig-aee was curfed. r . t 

It is mentioned as an extraordinary tiling, that there were feveral houfes in Jeruialem 
for the people \vhen they came up to worlliip at the temple, and that they chofe 
their habitation in any of tJiem as tliey, thought proper, which could be no other than 
the kanes, according to the modern cufroni. There remains an obfervatioii with regard 
to what is to be feen in and about Jeruialem ; that as there are few figns of any ancient 
buildings, it is. natural there fhould be but little account of any thing except grottos, 
pools, and cifterns, which could not eafily be deftroyed; and we are not to expefl great 
remains of that city, of wliich it was foretold, whether literally or not, that the dcftruc- 
tion or defoiaiion was to be fuch as never yet happened; and that of the moll fanioufi 
building in it, there fliould not be one iloiie left on another. 

Chap.VIH.— Of ibe Wilder nefi') the fountain of Elijha, Jericho, and Jordan. 

ACCORDING to the ufual cuftom, the great caravan under the condua of the 
governor of Jerufalem, -fet out for the river Jordan on Eafter Monday, the twenty- 
feventh of March, at three of the clock in the morning; about thirty of tlie Ladn 
convent went pii horfeback ; the Armenians joined our part of the caravan, w’hich 
•was efcorted by ten foldiers j the camels fet out before, with the women and childi'en, 
the Greeks coming alter us, and the governor brought up the rear. We pafl'ed by 
Bethany, and defcended a great way down the hill, having a valley to thp ; At 
the bottom of this hill we came to a vale, at the end of which is the fduntfiin of the 
apoftles, fo called, bccaufe, they lay, Chrifl; and his difciples ufually drank of it w'hen 
they went to" Jericho. After travelling three or four miles in this valley, we came to a 
road that leads eaftward to Mofes’s mofque, where the Arabs have a notion that 
Mofes was buried, and fome of the Mahometans w'ent to .itj here, if I miliake not, 

I they 


BY RICHARD TOCOCRE, I,L.D- E.R.S. 


4=9 

they find the ftone called Hajar MonK, (The ftone of Mofes) which burns like a coal, 
does not confume, and has tlie fame difagreeable fmell as the bituiuen of the Dead 
Sea. We afcended a hill to the north, and having travelled about two miles, came 
to a fmall round valley, called the field of Adonira or Adomin, that is to fay, the 
field of blood, becaufe, as they affirm, frequent murders and robberies were committed 
there, and thofe who look on the parable in St.Luke as a real faft, fuppofe, that the 
perfon who was going from Jerufalera to Jericho, was robbed here, though it may 
allude to any place ui that road remarkable for robberies. We found this wale, and 
the hills about it covered with grafs; going up a hill we came to a ruined kane, and a 
little higher to another, where, they fay, pilgrims formerly lodged the fii'ft night from 
Jerufalem j it being computed about half way to the river Jordan ; we then palled by 
another vale, and going over rocky mountains, had a view of the plain of Jericho, which 
is part of the great plain on both fidcs of Jordan, that extended from the lake of 
Tiberias to the Dead Sea*. We pafled near a very deep vale, in which tha*e was a 
fmall ftream of water ; the defcent to the plain was long, and the road bad : Towards 
the bottom, on the north, are ruins of a fmall building, and a larger about a mile to 
the fouth. We crofled over a large ftream, running eaft at the bottom of the hill, 
our courfe being now to the north, and after having gone about a mile, we canie to 
a low hill at the foot of the high mountains to die weft, which are commonly called the 
Quarantana, becaufe there is an account from tradition, that Chrift was tempted there 
forty days by the devil, and it teems to be the chain of hills, mentioned by Jofephusf, 
as extending from Scythopolis towards Tiberias, to the further end of the Dead Sea, 
and poftibly as far as Idumaea. Going in between this hill and the mountains, 1 faw 
a large ruined building, oppofite to the place where we were to afceiid the mountains 
to the weft, which, they fay, are the higheft in all Judaea. As weafceiided we pafled by 
foveral grottos, and an Ai’ab took a capliar or tax: in the way they lliew two or 
three grots relating to Chrift’s temptation, and at the top is a chapel, to which no 
pilgrims are allowed to go j it is on the fpot, from which, they fay, the devil llie^wed our 
Saviour all the kingdoms of the earth, and the glory of them. On the eaft of the low 
hill before-mentioned, is a large ruinous building, with a channel to it from the hill, 
as if it was defigned to convey the rain water to a ciftern that probably was there. 
There is a canal from it to an aqueducl, which is built on high arches, oyer a 
fmall valley; there are remains of feveral of thefe arches, which probably diftributed 
the water over the fields that are higher than the fountain of Liillia. AVe pafled 
by another little hill, to the north of which is the bed of a torrent, that goes near tlm- 
fountain of Elillia, which is at the end of a wood; the water of this fpring is 
very fliallow, and rifes up in feveral parts; it is a foft water, and rather warm : I found 
foine fmall Ihell fiffi in it of the turbinated kind; there is a round enclofure about it 
of hewn ftone, in which were fix niches, femicircular at top, two of them remain entire. 
Thefe are faid to be the waters which were healed, and made fruitful by Eliflia’s 
throwing fait into them, at the requefb of the people of Jericho |. I obferved, that the 
country round about it was very fruitful, producing good herbage, and a great 
number of trees. 

We went about a mile through the wfood and corn fields to Jericho, where there 
are only the remains of t\yo or three houfes, and a fquare tower, which they call the 
houfe of Zach^us, and they pretend to fliew a tree, on which, they fay, he. mounted 
to fee Chrift. It is well known, that Jericho was the fii'ft city that the Ifraelites took 
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after they had pafled Jordan. Mount Nebo, on the other fttle of the river, was 
oppofite to this city, from which Moles took a viety of the Holy Land, and where 

We encamped about a mile to the fouth of Jericho, and ftayed there all that day i 
there W'as a fmall wood to the eaft of ub, where I faw the Zoccum tree; the bark of it 
is like that of the holly, it has very ftrong thorns, and the leaf is fomething like that of 
the Barbary tree; it bears a green nm; the ikin or flefh over it is thin, and the nut 
is ribbed, jmd has a thick fliell, and a very fmall kernel; they grind the whole, and 
prefa an oil out of it, as they do out of oIive3, and call it a balfami but I take it to be 
the Myrobalan-nni mentioned by Jofephus *, as grotving about Jericho j efpecially as it 
anfwers Very well to this fruit deferibed by Pliny as the produce of that part of Arabia, 
which was'between Judaea and Egypt!- Some tiiink that Chrift was crowned with 
this thorn. A further account of it may be feen in the chapter of plants- 1 did not 
fee here what they call the rofe of Jericho, nor do I know any thing of the propertira 
■of it, but I took a fmall one out of the ground in the defert near Cairo, which 
appeared to be dead; it feeras to be only a dwarf Ihrub, fomething of the nature of 
heath, with a fort of buds of flowers without leaves; they grow round, and are 
v:omiiioniy pulled up final!, but are from an inch to feven or eight inches in diameter 
The Opobaifamuni alfo grew in thefe parts, which is commonly called the balm of 
dilead, or baifam of Mecca; I mentioned before, that there is a tradition that Cleopatra 
removed them to Egypt, and that they might have been neglefted there, or by fonie 
accident deftroyed, or tranfplanted into Arabia Felix, the country of Mahomet. 

All pilgrims are treated in the fame manner in this journey j they do not eat with 
the monks, but are together in a fmall tent, in which they are alfo annoyed by other 
company, fo that itis advifeable for a pilgrim to carry his little tent with him. On the 
tw'enty-eighth, rve let out about two o’clock in the morning to go to the fiver Jordan; 
We went north eall, and the Greeks foon left us to go fouth eaft} for thofo of both 
religions propofe to go to the place where Chrift was baptized, but happen to differ 
in their opinions, and are three or four miles wide of each other. We palled over the 
bed of a torrent, about which there was verdure and trees; we afterwards found the 
plain Very even, without Hones or grafs, nothing growing on it, except a few dwarf 
flirubsi We arrived at the ruins of St. Jbhn’s convent about half a mile from the river 
Jordan, where the ground is a little uneven; it is built chiefly of hewn ftone, and is 
on the brow of a delcent over the plain. It is thought by fotne, that this was the place 
to which the voice came from heaven, ‘ This is my beloved Son i’ and that formerly 
the river Jordan overflowed to the foot of this height. But as the banks are about 
fifteen feet high, 1 Ihould hardly imagine that it ever overflowed them, nor could I be 
informed that it does at prefent. From the high bank indeed of the river, there is a 
defeent in many places to a lower ground, which is four or five feet above the water, 
and is frequently covered with wood •: here probably the lions lay that were roufed by 
the hidden overflowing of Jordan §. The foil feemed to be fait, and had a kind of fait 

* Jofephus Debello Jud.iv* 8, 

f M^frobalaimm Troglodytie, Thebaidi, & Arabiiej quae Judaeam ab .^gypto difterniirtat, commune 
eftj naicens unguentOj ut ipfo nomine appajet. Quo item indkatur & glandcm ofTe arbons, Heliotropio, 
qnam dicemua in;ef herbal, fimili folio, Frudlus maguitudine Avellante nneis. Ex his in Arabia nafceEi 
Syriaca appcllatur —Sunt qui j&hiopicam iis pr^ferant glandem nigrani. ' B diverfo Arabicam 
viridem aC tenuiorem^ & quoninm fit montuofa fpifitoretn- —Ungiientani autem tan turn cortiew juremunt; 
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cake on it* - The river Jordan is deep' and very rapid, it is wider than the Tiber at 
Rome, and may be about as wide as the Thames at Windfor. The water of it is 
turbid j the river here makes a little turn to the weft, and foon after to the eaft. There 
is a low bank to the north, as defcribed before, to which the people defcend who dip 
in Jordan, which mofl Eui'opeans have the curiofity to do, but not without holding by 
the boughs of the trees, and even this is difficult, becaufe the bank is both foft and 
deep ; and the ftream fo rapid, that there is fome danger of being carried away by 
it, if any one ventured in, without holding by the boughs ;: for in that cafe a 
perfon mull be Ckilful in fwimming, in order to recover the bank, fome pilgrims 
having been drowned, who unadvil'edly ventured into the riverv They have a 
notion, that the waters of Jordan are like thofe of baptifm,. and wafh away all fm ; 
fo that the very women go on the bank, and, being ftripped to- their under garmentj 
get the people to pour the water on them. The Latins erected, altars near the river, and 
mafs was celebrated by fome of the Italians, French, and Spanifli lathers. 

When the children of Ifrael paffed over Jordan, they went fix. miles and a’ quarter 
to Giigal^ where they fet up an altar of twelve ftones, in memory of that palTage, at the‘ 
dillance of a mile and a half from Jericho**.- So that it is probable they paffed over 
the river Jordan about this place; which feems to be the nearell part of the river to 
Jericho, and is faid to be about feven miles Irom it,. The convent of St.Ieromis either 
in the road which the Greeks took, or to the fouth of it, . 

We returned the fame way, and a white ftandard being fet up on a barrow near 
the camp, as a mark for all the pilgrims to go to it, we direfled our courfe that way,. 
Tbe governor was on this height, and all the pilgrims paffed-by him, one by one, that 
he might know what fees were due to him. That evening, foon after it was dark,, the 
caravan fet out for Jerufalem, being lighted with chips of deal full of turpentine,, 
burning in- a round iron frame, fixed to the end of a poleand we arrived at JerufaleiH' 
a Jittle before day break.. 

Chap. IX. — Of BuSaba and the Dead Sea* 

ON the third of April, in the afternoon, J fet out for the Dead Sea, under the 
protection of the Arabs of St. Saba. We went to the fouth eaft, along the deep and. 
narrow valley, in which the brook Kedron runs; it has high rocky hills on each fide,: 
which are fliaped out into terraces, and doabtlefs produced formerly both, corn and: 
wine; fome of them are cultivated even at this time. After travelling about two^ 
miles, we paffed by a village on a hill to the right, called Bethfaon, which is feen alfo 
from Bethlehem. This poffibly might be the ftrong caftle of Bethiura, mentioned in- 
the hiftory of the Maccabees f; though it is extraordinary, that a place of fuch impor¬ 
tance, which was only five furlongs from Jerufalem, ffiould be mentioned in no other 
writings. About fix miles from Jerufalem we paffed by the tents of the Arabs, who- 
were our conduftors; here we afcended a hill to the fouth, from which we had a 
profpeft of Sion, the mount of Olives, and Bethlehem. We Ipon came to a ruin 
call^ Der-Benalbede, which from the name feems to have been an oW convent.. 
We went about an hour on the hills, and defcending a little 10 the fouth,, came to a 
lower ^ound, where we had the firfl view of St. Saba ; then turning eaft, in Ids than 
a mile we arrived at that convent, which is fitnated in a very extraordinary manner, on. 
the high rocks over the brook Kedron; there are a great number of grottos about it,, 
fuppofed to have been the retreats of hermits. The monaftic and hermit’s life was infti-- 

f Jofeph. Antiq* V. It Joflipiv, 20,. f aMacc.xi* j,. 
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tuted here iii the fourth century by St- Saba; they fay, there have been ten ihouIanJ 
reclufes here at one time ; and fome writers affirm, that in St. Saba’s time there were 
fourteen thoufanJ- The monks of this convent never eat flefli; and they have fiicli 
privileges that no Mahometan can enter the convent, under the penalty of paying five 
hundred' dollars to die mofque of the temple of Solomon. 'I'here are ^ame rtiins of 
a building, in the way down to the broola Kedron, which probably are remains of 
the novitiate, for breeding up young men to the inonaflic life, ■which is mentioned as 
belonging to the convent. John Damafeenus, F.iiphemius, and Cyril the monk of 
Jerufalem, lived in this retirement, which is computed to be equally diifani from 
Jerufalem, Bethlehem, and the Dead Sea, that is, about three liours from each of them. 

On the fourth we fet put for the Dead Sea ; we went about a mile to the eaft of the 
brook Kedron, and then afeeaded to the north, and foon came to a phin full of little 
liillocks, which had lonie herbage in it, and iS much frequented by antelopes j tiiis 
is the high road from Jericho to Hebron. We went foine way to the north, and 
then turned to the eaft; we found the hills, which are of wliite ftone, higher the 
nearer wc approached the Dead Sea. At length we came to the fteep rocky clifts 
that hang over it, and make a molt dreadful appeai'ance ; the defeent was very difficult, 
and we were obliged to leave our horfes, in order to get to the banks of the Dead Sea, 
at that part of it which is about tivo miles fouth of the north end of it. 

This lake was called Afphaltites, that is, the lake of JJituinen, on account of tlis 
pitch wliich is found on it. It is bounded to the weft by the tribe of Judah, to the 
eaft by the ancient kingdom of Moab, and extends from the north, where the river 
Jordan falls into it, to the fouth as far as Idumaea. Pliny makes'it a hundred miles 
long, twenty-five broad in the wideft part, and fix where it is narroweft. Jofephus 
affirms, that it was feventy tw'o miles and a half long, and eighteen and three’ quarters 
broad ; but Diodorus, who fays it was fixty tw'o miles and a half long, and feven and 
a half broad, feeins to be nearer the truth, efpecially ds to the breadth, which is" 
commonly faid to be ten miles; and the length is generally computed to be fixty; 
but it did not appear to me to be above a league broad, though I might be deceived by 
the height of the mountains on the other fide, and it may be broader in the middle : 
for this and the other extremity of the lake are to be looked on as the bays that are 
mentioned by aiitient authors at the ends of it. It is very extraordinary that no outlet 
of this lake has been difeovered j but it is fuppofed that there muft be fome fubter- 
raneous palfage into the Mediterranean. And it may be queftioned whetlier fo much 
of the water could evaporate as falls into it, not only from the river Jordan but from 
the Amon to the eaft, which divided the kingdom of Moab from that of the Ammor- 
rhites, and from tliat part of the Holy Land, winch was the tribe of Reuben. T did 
not obferve any opening where the Arnon might fell into the lake, but fuppofe it was 
farther to the fouth, the brook Kedron fells alfo into this fea; and it is thought diat 
the river Zared in Moab ran into it, and fo doubtlefs rauft feveral other ftreams fi’om the 
mountainous countries on each fide, efpecially from the eaft, where the hills are high, 
though they have very little account of that country. It is certain, that of late there 
have been very extraordinary inundations of this fea over its lower banks, aa‘| fuhh 
as had not happened in many years before, becaufe I few many p'ees that had been 
killed by the overfiowmg of it. I alfo obferved feveral dead llirubs in the lake, fo that 
tlie W'ater feeras of late years to have gained on the land. 

There feem originally to have been flime pits, or pits of bitumen in tliis place, which 
was antiently the vale of Siddiin*. And Jofephust feySj that, on the overthrow of 

* Gcn.xiv,3. -J- Jofeph, Antiq.i.9. 
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Sodom, this vale became tlie lake Afphaldtes* Strabo ^ alfo fays, that there was a 
tradition among the inhabitants, that there were thirteen cities here, of which Sodom 
was the chief; and that the lake was made by earthquakes and eruptions of fire, and 
hot fulphureousand bitundnous waters * and that the cities were fwal towed up by them* 
And he feems to fpeak of It as a certain truth, that there were fubterraneous fires in thefe 
parts, as might be concluded from the burnt ftones, the caverns, afhes, and pitch dif- 
tilling from the ftones, and alfo from flreams of hot water, which fent forth a ftench 
that was perceived at a great diftance j and likewife from the ruins of ancient 
habitations. 

All authors agree that the water of this lake is fait j feme mention that it is bitter, 
and has alum in itf* I found it very fair at this place, though fo near to the river 
Jordan: it is a common opinion, that the waters of that river pafe through it withoiii: 
mixing with the water of the lake, and I thought I faw the ftream of a dillereiit colour; 
and pofiibly, as it is rapid, it may run unmixed for fome way* The water of the lake 
IS clear, and of the colour of the fea water ; I took a bottle of it, and had the water 
analyfed ; it was judged that there was nothing in it but fait, and it may be a very little 
alum, though,^ when I looked on the water in the fea, it appeared as if it had an 
oily fubftance in it, wliich I have been informed is the bituminous or fulphureous 
matter. On tafting it, my mouth was conftringed as if it had been a ftrong alum 
water ; I found a fort of a thin cake or cruft of fait on my face after I came out of the 
lake, in which I not only fwam, but dipped feveral times, that the weight of the water 
might have no ill effect; for the perfon who analyfed the water informed me, that it 
weighs as five to four in proportion to frefh water* The ftones on the fide of the lake 
are covered with feveral thin coats of a white fubftance, as if each of them was made by 
a ^fferent overflowing of tlje lake; this I was informed confifted of fait and bitumen* 
Pliny fays, that no living bodies would fink in it J; and Vefpafian tried the experiment, 
by ordering fome perfons who could not fwim, to have their hands tied behind them, 
and to be thrown into the water, and they did not fink* Strabo (| immediately after 
Jericho deferibes this lake, though a corruption has crept into his text, both as to the 
name and dimenfions of it, for he calls the lake Sirboiiis, and Ipealvs of it as only 
twenty-five miles ^ long, though he had juft before faid, that this lake was a hundred 
and twenty-five In circumference; he fays, the water of it is deep and heavy ; that 
perfons who went into it were born up to their navels; lie fays likewife, that it is full 
of pitch; and after having given a more full account, he mentions the overthrow 
of Sodom, and other cities, and the condition of the countiy that followed on it. 

I was much pleafed with what I obferved of this extraordinary water, and ftayed 
in It near a quarter of an hour ; 1 found I could lay on it in any pofture mthout motion, 
and without finking ; it bore me up infuch a manner, that when I ftruck jn fwiinming, 
my legs were above the water, and I found it difficult to recover my feet; I did^ 
not cai'e to venture where it was deep, though thefe effefts would probably have been 
more remarkable further in* They have a notion, that if any one attempted to fwiin 
over, it would burn up the body, and they fay the fame of boats, for there are none 
on the lake* The Arabs make pits on the fide of the lake, wffiich are filled by its 
overflow on the melting ofthefnow, and when the lake is lower, the water evaporates, 
leaves a cake of fait, which is about an inch thick, as 1 concluded from the fait I 
faw at Jerufalem ; the country for a confiderable diftance is fupplied with it for common 

* Strabo* xvL 764. f Plii)*Nat. HiH. v* 16 . 
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ufe. It is obferved that the bitumen floats on the water, and comes afborc after windy 
weather j the Arabs gather it up, and it ferves as pitch for all ufes, goes into the 
compofition of medicines, and is thought to have been a very great ingredient in the 
bitumen, nfed in embalming the bodies in Egypt, efpecially in filling up the head, 
and in other fpecies of what is called mummy ; k has been much ufed for cerecloths, 
and has an ill fmell when burnt. It is probable that there are fubterraneons fires, that 
throw up this bitumen at the bottom of the fea, where it may form itfelf into a mafs, 
which may be broke by the motion of the water, occafioned by high winds; and it 
is very reminkable, that the ftone of Mofes before mentioned, found about two or 
tliree leagues from the fea, which burns like a coal, and turns only to a white ftone, 
and not to allies, has the fame fmell when burnt, as this pitch ; fo that it is probable 
a ftratum of this ftone under the Dead Sea is one part of the matter that feeds the 
fubterraneons fires, and that this bitumen boils up out of it. As to the fruits of Sodom, 
fair without, and full of aflies withm, I faw nothing of them; though from the teftimo- 
nies we have, fomething of this kind has been produced ; but I imagine they may be 
pomegranates, which having a tough hard rind, and being left on the trees two or three 
years, the infide may be dried to dull, and the outfide may remain fair. It has been faid by 
all authors, and is the common opinion, that there is no filliin this lake; the fi'elh-water fifh 
of the river Jordan probably would not live in it. By putting fea-fifli into a vale filled with 
this water, it might be tried what eflfefl; it would have on them. After I left the Holy 
Land, it was poll lively affirmed to me, that a monk had feen fifh caught ip this water, and 
poffibly there may be filli peculiar to the lake, for which this water may not be too fait; 
and as fonie fea fifh will live in frefli water, fo there may be others that wdll live in water 
much' falter than the fea ; but this is a faft that deferves to be well inquired into. 

The Jews now fay, that the pillar or heap of fait into W'hich Lot’s wife was turned, is much 
further fouth, and confequently, that thofe who have affirmed thaf it has been feen in thefe 
parts, muft have been deceived ; they fay the w'Ord Nafib, which we tranllate a pillar, 
properly means a heap, and that they efteem the fait of this heap as unwholefome; fo 
that every one may judge in relation to this affair as he thinks fit. As I defcended the 
hill, I obferved the ftones had a black coat about half an inch thick, which though of 
the fame hardnefs as the ftone, yet it might be feparated from it. There is a fmall 
fountain, which runs into the lake at this place, and has fuch Ihell-fifh in it,, as are at 
the fountain of Eliflia. 

The air about this lake has been alfo a matter of fpeculation ; it has been always 
thought to be very bad ; and Pliny fays, that the Effenes inhabited no nearer to it on 
the weft, than the air would permit them *. The Arabs have fuch an opinion of it, 
that at this time,, when the air was leaft [ e.nicious, they bound their handkerchiefs 
before their mouths, and drew their breath only by the nofe, which they looked on to 
be fafer and all acknowdedge, that the air is much w^orfe in fiimmer than in winter; 
OK may be naturally concluded ; there was an opinion that birds attempting to fly over 
it, would be fuffocated with the vapours ; this certainly is not true at all times, if at 
any feafon; and poffibly this notion may ha\'^e its rife, on its having been obferved, 
that at feme time birds flying near it might have dropped into the lake. The monks ai'e 
lo fttongly pofleffed with the notion of the bad air, that they told me feveral perfons 
had been much difordered, and fome had even died by going to the Dead Sea, efpecialiy 
in the fumraer time, and particularly mentioned a Carmelite that died about a year 
before, foon after he had been at this fea, and would have difl'uadeil me from going to 
it. It is probable the air is unwholibme, though poffibly it may not have fuch violent 

* Ab occMlente Ijtora Eficni fugiunt, nfque (jua nocent. Plin.Nat. Hift.v, ij, 
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effects; but when I was feized two days after with an extraordinary diforder in my 
flomacli, attended w tli a vejy great giddinefe of the head, of which I had frequern 
returns, and did not perfeftly recover in lefs than three weeks, the monks would 
fuade me, that my indiipofttion was occafioned by my going into die Dead Sea, 

Chap*X.— Of Befljkbe?n^ Tekoa^ the Motwf f Befhulia, fhe/eakd Fmmfahiy and 

cf the Pools and Aqiiedudt of Solomon^ 

WE returned to St, Saba from the Dead Sea, and fet out for Bethlehetn, going 
about a mile in the fame way we came, and then tiii-ning to the left, we went througli a 
cuitivated valley, which has the mountains ofEiigaddi on each fide of it; we afteiwards 
pafled by what they call the grot of Saul, in which it is faid David cut off kis Ikirt ^ 
but as it is an open grotto, and not very large, it is not probable, or even pofiible, that 
David and his men could lie concealed in it; for W'hich reafon I rather imagine that this 
happened at another grotto, which I fhall have occafion to mention hereafter. In the 
evening we arrived at Bethlehem, 

There are two roads from Jerufaleni to Betlileheni; that which is ufed at prefeor 
is the fliorteft, the old road is more to the weft; the only remarkable thing fiiewn iti 
the latter, is the place w^here the bleifed Virgin refted under a Terebintli-tree w^ith thr 
babe Jefos; they fay that the tree was burnt, and now there is an Olive-tree on the 
fpot, round which there is a wall built. At tlie place where the old and new roads 
meet, there is a ciftern, where it is faid the three wife men faw the ftar a fecond time, 
tliat is, where they obferved that it flood ftill over w here the young child was. To 
the left is a pleafant field, which has two pools in it, and a court cut out in the rock, 
with a grotto which feems to have been a buriahplace ; and it is probable that there was 
fome large building on this fpot. A little further on the right is the place or houfe of 
Habakkuk, from which, it is faid, he was carried by the angel to Babylon; and to 
the left beyond this, about half way to Bethlehem, at the eaftern foot of a little 
height, is the convent of Elias, where there is little remaining except the church, in 
which there are fome paintings relating to the hiftory of Elias and Elilha : the building 
is ruftic ; the fituation is very fine, commanding a view both of Bethlehem and Jeru- 
falem j near the entrance of the convent is a print on the rock, fomething like a human 
fhape, which, it is faid, is the impreflion of Elias's body. We came to a place where 
there are fome figns of the foundation of a houfe, and near it there are caves and 
cifterns, which, they fay, was the houfe of Jacob, where Rachel died. Some, though 
probably without I'onndation, think that this was Rama 5 and others, with as little 
reafon, that it was the houfe of Heli, the father of Jofeph, who was the hufband of 
the blefted virgin, A little further on the right we tame to the fepulchre of Rachel* ; 
it is a dome, ftipported by arches, which have been lately filled up to hinder the Jews 
from going into it; the Turks are fond of being buried near it, which has raifed the 
ground ; and if the twelve ftones which were ere£led over her grave, have been feen 
here, and this is really the place of her interment, the ground is r3en above them. . On 
the left, a little out of the road, Js what they call the field^ of peafe, in whick there 
are a great number of fmall round pebbles, which have a coat of a ftony fubftance 
without, and are a fine white alabafter within ; concerning which they have a legend, 
that the Virgin alking for peafe, and being anfwered, that what Ihe took for,peafe w^ere 
enly ftones, it is faid the peafe were immediately turned into Hone, 
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Bethlehem, the ancient Eplirath or Ephrata, is fituated on a riling ground, and is 
computed to be fix miles from Jerufalem, though I think it is not fo much. It was 
the town of David, but is more famous for the birth of our Saviour. The liable in 
which he was born is a grotto cut out of the rock, according to the eaftern cuftom. It 
is faid the emperor Hadrian inllituted fonie rites here to Adonis *. But the emprefs 
Helena built a fine church over it, which remains to this time, and it was much adorned 
by Conftantine the great. It is a fine church, and tlie infide of it is adorned with Mofaic 
work ; it formerly "belonged to the Greeks, but the Latins obtained it from the Grand 
Signor, by means of the French ambalFador, on the birth of the prefeiU Dauphin, and 
they keep poflellion of the grottos below and of the high altar; the Greeks may cele¬ 
brate at the altars on each fide, which is a privilege they will not now make ufe of; the 
call end of ilie church is feparated from the reft by a partition. 

The Latins, Armenians, and Greeks, have convents about the church ; the firft are 
governed by a guardian, who continues there only for three months; and the French, 
Spaniards, and Italians, equally fhare in tliis office: they have under them about ten 
monks ; one of them has the care of the pariffi, and another, of a fchool in the convent; 
for there are many Chriftians here : they live by making not only crofles and beads of 
wood, inlaid with mother of pearl, but alfo models of the church of the holy fepul- 
chrc, and of the feveral fimfluaries in and about Jerufalem. It is remarkable, that 
the Chriftians at Jerufalem, Bethlehem, St. John’s, and Nazareth, are worfe than any 
other Chriftians. I was informed, that the women of Bethlehem are very good j 
whereas thofe at Jerufalem are worfe than the men, who are generally better there than 
at the other places. This may be occafioned by the great converfe which the women 
have there with thofe of their own fex, who go thither as pilgrims j and, 1 will not 
venture to fay, whether too great a familiarity with thofe places, in which the facred 
myfteries of our redemption were a6ted, may not be a caufe to take off from the reve¬ 
rence and awe which they fhould have for them, and leffen the influence they ought to 
have on their conduit. 

On the fifth, I went to fee the places about Bethlehem; and firft I vifited the grot 
where, they fay, the virgin Mary and Jefus were concealed by Jofeph, when they were 
going into Egypt; it is faid, the red earth of it put in water becomes white, and is 
good for the milk both of women and cattle; there was a chapel over it dedicated to 
St. Nicolas. We faw alfo the foundation of a houfe, where it is faid, Jofeph was wanted 
in a dream to fly into Egypt. They fliew likewife the village of the fliepherds, where 
there are many grottos which at this rime ferve for the retreat of cattle duririg the 
winter nights, and where the Ihepherds and their families live at that feafon, to take 
care of them. There is a fountain, the bafin of winch, with a trough near it, are cut 
out of the rock; they fay, that the virgin Mary being denied water here, was miracu- 
loiifly fupplied with it. This poflibly might be the fountain, or well, from which the 
three men drew water, and brought to David wffien he was thirfty and longed for it, 
at the time that he was in war with the Philiftines, though he Would not drink of it, as 
it was procured him with the rifk of their lives f: but they relate this piece of hiftory 
of a water about a mile to the fouth-weft of Bethlehem. Near this is the field v/here, 
it is faid, the fliepherds were keepmg their flocks by night when they received the 
riffings of the birth of Chrift ; there are great ruins of a church there. The tower 
ot Edar, as fome fay, was near this place, where Jacob fed his flock alter his return 
from Mefopotamia, and where Reuben defiled his father’s concubine and a finall 

* Hteron. Epift. ig. adEiuiflniim. -J- 1 Chron. xi. 17,18. 2 Sam. xxiii. 15, 16, 17. 
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liill about half a niik to the fouth-eaft, feemed to anfwer the defcription fome perfons 
have given of the fituation of it* They fhew allb the place where St. Paula built a nun* 
nery^ and, if I miflake not, they fay the died there. 

In Bethlehem I took particular notice of their ovens, which are funk down in the 
ground, and have an arch turned over them; there is a defcent of fome fteps to the 
door by which they enter into them ; in the middle is a pyramid of hot afhes, which 
they bring frequently from their houfes, and lay them on a large earthen jar that is 
covered, and is half full of fmall ftones, which I fuppofe are heated red hot; once a 
week they take away all the alhes, and bring others, which In fome meafure keep in 
the heat, being often changed ; ^vhen they would bake their cakes, they move the afliesS 
from the top, take oft the lid, and lay the bread on the ftones, and putting it on again,, 
cover the top with afhes : a very warm fituation for a pilgrim, who, being taken by 
the iVrabs, (as 1 was informed) w^as kept prifoner in one of thefe ovens. 

On the ninth, we fet out early in the morning with the fliieks of Bethlehem and 
Bethulia, and two of their men on horfeback, with two on foot, in order to go to 
Tekoa, and fome other places ; we went down the hill to the fouth, turning foon to 
the weft, and then to the fouth again, in which road we w^ent three miles; after that 
a mile to the eaft, and afcended the hills to Tekoa for near two miles: this city was 
built by Rehoboam *, and the prophet Amos was a herdfnian of this place f. There are 
confiderable ruins on the top of the hill, which is about half a mile tong, and a fur¬ 
long broad ; at the iiorth-eaft corner there are remains of a large caftlej which fome call a 
church ; but that feems to have been about the middle of the hill; in it there is a deep 
o&agon font of red and white marble ; I faw alfo in feveral parts, pieces of broken pillars, 
and bafes^of the fame Icind of marble* From this place I had a view of the Dead Sea to the 
fouth eaft, of Bethlehem to the north weft, and w-hat the monks call the Mount of Be¬ 
thulia, to the weft north weft ; there is a fine plain on the top of the low hills to the north 
and eaft, and a deep valley to the fouth ; a little below the top of this hill, towards 
the north*weft corner of it, is a grotto, in which there is a fomitain that never fails. 
Going about a mile to another fummit at the fouth end of this hill, we faw the ruins 
of a large church, dedicated to St. Fantaleoiie. We left this to the right, and went 
along the top of another hill to the eaft of Tekoa ; and defcending into a valley to the 
north weft, travelled eaft ward to a ruined caftle called Creightoim, ft mated on the 
fide of a fteep hill, over a valley of that name, which runs north and fouth ; the 
caftle is above half way up the hill, and near it is a fine ciftern cut into the rock, 
after the manner of the vaults of Aceldama. We ft aid at this caftle, and the Arabs 
killed a lamb, and boiled it in four milic and water, which feemed to be fome remains 
of the ancient cuftom of Teething in milk ; they made alfo a foup of rice, and roafted 
part of the meat in fmall pieces on wooden fpits. 

A little beyond this place the valley runs eaft and weft ; and on the right hand there 
is a very large grotto, which the Franks call a Labyrinth, and the Arabs Elmaama,. 
(a hiding place) ; the high rocks on the fide of the valley are almoft perpendicular, and 
the way to the grotto is by a terrace formed in the rock, which, either by art or nature, 
is very narrow; there are two entrances into it; we went in by the furtheft, which 
leads by a narrow pafiage into a very large grotto, the rock being fupported by great 
natural pillars ; the top of it rifes in feveral parts like domes; the grotto is permdtly 
dry, and there are no petrifaftions or ftaladlites in it: we then went along a very 
narrow palfage for a confiderable way, but did not find the end. There is a tradition, 
that the people of the countiy, to the number of thirty thoufand, retired into this 
grotto to avoid a bad air, which probably might have been the hot winds, that are fome=. 

^ 5 Chr.oiii xi. 6> T Amos i. J. + Exod.xxiii. jp. xxxiv. 26. Dcuc. dr, 
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times very fatal in theft' countnes. This place is fo ftrong, that one v/oviUt imagme t£ 
to be one of theftrong holds at Kngaddi, to which David with his men fled from Saul, 
snd poflibly it mrty be that very cave in which he cut off Saul’s fkirt; for David and 
his men might, witli great eafe, lie hid there, and not be feen by him *. Beyond this 
cave there is a fprlng of water that drops from the rocks. 

We returned about two miles in the kime way, and crofling the valley, We went 
along a plain ground, to the loot of what they call the Mountain of the Franks, or 
of Bethuiia, IVom a village of that name near it, though no fuch place is iiieniioned 
by ancient authors in this part of P;Uefl;me; it feems befl to agree with the fituation of 
Bethhaccerem, mentioned by Jeremiah as a proper place for a beacon, when the chil¬ 
dren of Benjamin were to found the trumpet in Tekoa f. There is a tradition, that 
(he knights of Jerufalom, during the holy war, held this place forty years alter Jeru- 
.Talem was taken, which was the Veafon of its being called the Mountain of the Franks j 
and it is probable, that they might have kept this place Ibmo time after they loll Jeru- 
liilem, as it was a fortrefs very ftroiig by nature; but the garrifon conlifting only of 
forty men, as tliey died olf the reft mnft have been obliged to furrendcr, fuppofmg 
this tradition is true. It is a fmgle hill, and very high, and the top of it appears like 
a large mount formed by art. The hill is laid out in terraces, the fir it rifing about ten 
yards above the foot of the hill, above this the hill is very fteep ; and on one fide there 
is a gentle afeent made by art, as reprefented in the view of it; and as the hill was 
not fb fteep to the fouth, they cut a deep fofle on that fide, to add a greater ftrengtii 
to it; the foot of the hill was encompaffed with a wall. There was a double circular 
fordt]cation at top, the inner w'all was defended by one round tower, and three femi- 
circular ones at equal diftances, the firft being to the eaft. At the foot of the hill to the 
north there are great ruins of a church, and other buildings. On a hanging ground 
to the weft of them there is a ciftern, and the bafin of a fquare pond, wliich appears 
to have had an Ifland in the middle of it, and probably there w'as fome buikling on it. 
Thefe improvements were aJlb encompaffed with a double wall, and they fay, that there 
are remains of two aquedufls to it, one from the fealed fountain of Solomon, and 
another from the hills fouth of that fountain. From the top of this hill I w’as fhewn 
a plain to the fouth fouth eaft towards the Dead Sea, where they have a tradition, that 
the garden of balfam trees was fituated. From this place we returned to Bethlehem. 

We fpent another day in feeing the pools of Solomon. Defcending the hill of Beth¬ 
lehem to the fouth, we paffed over a narrow valley, which extends but a little w'ay ; 
we afeended the hills j on the fides of which there is an aquedufl, which conveys the 
water from the fealed fountain to Jerufalem; it here winds round the fides of thefe 
hills, and afterwards it is carried through the plain to Jerufalem, on a level with the 
furface of the ground. We croffed the aqueduft, and leaving it to the left, went 
along the road which is made like a terrace, and came to the ruins of a village on the 
fide of the h31, below the aquedudl, which they call the Village of Solomon, and of 
the fealed fountain, becaufe they have fome tradition, that Solomon’s houfe and gardens 
Were there; but it is a very bad fituation, and there is no profpeft from it, but of the 
dlfmal hills on the other fide; though in the valley beneath there is a fine fpot of 
ground watered by two fprings that rife in it. A little beyond this place we came to 
the pools of Solomon, as they are commonly called; for Acre is a tradition, that they 
were made by him, as well as the aquedudl, which feems to be confirmed by a paffage 
of Jofophus, who fays, that there were very pleafant gardens abounding with water 
at Etham, about fifty furlongs, or fix miles and a quarter from Jerufalem, to which 

* I Sam. xxiv. j. -j- It agrees belt with the fituation of this city, on confidcring what St-Jerom 
fay.-! on this palTage of Jeremiah vi. i. 
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Solomon ufed frequentljr to go So that the height over it has been thought to be 
Etam of the fcripture, to which Sampfon retired after he had burnt the corn of the 
Philiftines and it is the more probable, as it Is faid, that Rehoboara built Bethlehem, 
Etam, and Tekoa, this being in the neighbourhood of both thefe places j and it is 
thought that thefe fountains, waters, and gardens are meant, where it is faid, “ So- 

lomon made him gardens and orchards, and pools of walerj and that he feems to 
refer to tliem when he compares his fpoufe “ to a garden enclofed, to a fpring flmt up, 
“ and a fountain fealed §TheTalmudifts |j alfo mention, that the waters were 
brought by Solomon to Jerufalem, from the fountain of Epham; fo that it is very pro¬ 
bable that thefe are the works of Solomon, as well as the aqueduct, though no exprefsi 
mention is made of it by any author, lb as pofitively to fix it to this place. This aque- 
du£t could be of no fervice to Jerufalem in time of war, as the enemy would always 
cut off the communication ; which made the cifterns under their houfes, and the foun¬ 
tain of Siloe, fo neceffary to them. 

Beyond thefe pools there is fo gentle an afeent to the north weft for about a quarter 
of a mile, that it appears like a plain ; and, on a level with it to the north, is a vale,, 
which has high hills on each fide, and in it is the Greek convent of St. George, about a 
mile diftant to the north. The hill to the weft of it is fteep in fome parts, but is laid 
out in terraces, which are very broad towards the top. The fummit of it commands a 
very fine view of the pools, Bethlehem", and all the country round; and this feems 
to be a fituation for a hoiife of pleafure, worthy of the tafte of Salomon; and it is 
probable, that there were hanging gardens on the fide of the hill; as the enclofed 
garden might be in the vale to the north weft, which is not only bounded by moun¬ 
tains on each fide, but is aifo_ terminated by a hill to the north weft, fo as to* anfwer 
this deferiptioH exceedingly well. 

The aqueduQ: is built on a foimdatiorr of ftone; the water runs in round earthen 
pipes about ten inches diameter, which are cafed with two ftones hewn out fo as to fit 
them, and they are covered over with roifgh ftones well cemented together; and the 
whole is fo funk into the ground on the Ikle of the hills, that in many places nothing 
is to be feen of it. 1 returned on the fouth fide of the vale, and obferved, that thcie 
w'cre pine trees ci; the mountains, which on that fide abormd very much in "W'ood. I 
croffed the mined village of Solomon, and returned to Bethlehem. The pilgrims for* 
luerly ufed to go to Hebron, but fome Chriftiaiis having, as they fay, killed a Maho¬ 
metan there, they have not ventured to go fince that time, though I have been in¬ 
formed that the Jews vifit thofe parts.. 

t 

CHAP* Xl^~Of the feuntam of P/mUp, the convent and defert of John^ and the" 

convent of the Holy Crofs* 

ON the tenth, we fet out for the defert of St, John, which is eompiited to be about 
fix miles north north weft from Bethlehem, We went out of the town to the weft, 
sndjurning norrhwards came into a vale, which the'n^onks call the valley of Rephaim, 
and fay, that :h was here the angel of the Lord fmete the army of Sennacherib ; but as 
Jofephus ** gives an account, that lie loft part of his army on the firft iright of die 
fiege of Jeruialem, by a peftiience that was feat among' them, it is more probable, tiiaL 
this happened the valley of Rephaim, which is on the weft fide of JertdaleuT. 

* Jofeph. Antiq* iJiii, 7 . t Judge^j xy. S; ^ Ecclet iL j| C* 5 Gantic. 
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On (lie hills to the wtftj we law Botlefliall, a village of Greeks, where they have a 
church dedicated to St, Nicoks; the CdirilUans would have propagated a notion, that 
no Mahometan cpidd live* there, but, fome years ago, thr^ or four ot the inhabu^ts 
became converts to the Mahometan religion, and yet conunued in that village. Ihey 
talk of the red foil of this vale, as if it had fome extraordinary virtue in it. Alter 
having travelled about two miles, we paffed by the fountain ol tlic blefied virgin, to the 
rifiht, which is lb called by the Greeks, becaufe they lay, Ihe drank of it, but the Latins 
pay no devotion to this place. On the oppofite hills, there are fiich cavities m the fide 
of the rocks, as have given occafion to the people to fay, that the marble pnkrs ol the 
church of Bethlehem were taken from this place ; but it I'eenis rather to be a lolt Hone, 
that has been worn by the weather; nor are pillars ufually hewn out m that manner. 

W6 went a mile further^ and turned to the leftj into the vale of l'*fticol, as they call 
it, becaufe they fay, it is the place, to which the fpies came, that were by Mofes to 
fearch out the land who went to Hebron, and came to the brook of Eihcol; at the 
end of this vale to die right, there is a gentle afeent, which they fay, is the very fpot oi 
the vineyard, where they gathered the bunch of grapes. On the left fide of the valley, 
about half a mile further to the weft, is, what they call, the/oimtaiii of St. Philip where, 
they fay, he baptifed the eunuch ; and though this way does not feem to be paftable for 
^vheel carriages, yet there is a very good road on the other fide of the valley j the 
water falls down the fide of the hill about feven feet; the fountaui is arched over, and 
adorned with two Corinthian pilafters, fuppofed to be the work of St. Helena, as well 
as a ruinous church over it, of which there are now very little remains to be feen. The 
village of St. Pliilip, as it is called by the Chriftians, is Hear this, and is called Elwalige 
by the Arabs. On the left is Betur, probably the antient Bethfur ; and to the north 
weft is a village called Chabou. "^^e afeended a hill to the north, where I oblerved 
three fmall barrows, which might be thrown up in memory of fome extraordinary 
event; we went a little way on the hill, defeended to the weft, and turning north, we 
travelled near a mile to the convent of St. John, belonging to the Latins. 

The convent of St, John is lituated on a low hill, among the mountains, and is 
governed by a guardian ; there are about fourteen monks in it; they fay the church is 
built on the fpot where Zachariah's houfe ftood, in which St, John the Baptift was 
born j the altar of it is finely adorned with reliefs# We went to vifit the remarkable 
places in the defert, which chiefly confifts of high hills, that enclofe deep and narrow 
valleys ; our courfe was fouthward along the valley, for "'half a quarter of a mile, to the 
fountain of the bleffed virgin, of which it is faid, ftie drank during the three months 
flie ftayed here. We then went up the fide of a hill at the end of the valley, and having 
afeended a little way, came to the church, which is faid to be on rhe fpot where the 
country houfe ofZachariah ftood ; for the other before mentioned was his houfe in the 
town. Here, they fay, the biefted virgin lived three months, and the flairs are fhewn, 
on which, they have a ti'adition, that Elizabeth met her; they led to a grot, which 
they fay, was their habitation at that time. We then turned to the well, and went 
along the fide of a hill, having a valley to the right, and faw a ftone, on which it is faid 
St. John preached. We went about a mile further to the grot of St. John, to which, 
they fay, Elizabeth fled with him, on the cruel decree of Herod to deftroy the young 
children ; it is faid, flie died when he was three years old, and that he continued in this 
grot, until he was thirty years of age, when he went into the defert near Jordan, to 
preach and baptize. We went higher up the hill, a little further to the weft, and ciune 


* Numb, xiii, ly. 


to 


m THK ^ASl*. 


44 > 

to a large grotto, which they call the fepulchre of Elizabeth. On the hill, oppofite to 
the grotto of St. John, there is a village, which, if I miftake not, they call the village 
of St. John, or of the defert j and to the north weft, is a village on a high hill, called 
Zuba, which, fome fay was Modin, where the Maccabees were bom and interred; but 
they feem to be miftaken, as that place was in the tribe of Dan. 

In this defert there are many caroub trees, which bear a fruit like a bean, but it is 
flatter, and has fmall feeds in it j they eat the ftiell of it, when it is dry, which is very 
agreeable : it isfuppofed, that this is thelocuft on which St. John fed, and not the caflia 
hftula, which has been fhewn for it, and does not grow in this country. There are, 
however, fome, who are of opinion, that the locufts he fed on, were thofe infefts pre- 
ferved with fait, as, they fay, the Arabs eat them in fome parts at this time j and 
confirm their opinion by the Arabic’s tranflation of this paflage: though there might be 
a tree of that name. 

On the eleventh, we fet out to return to Jefufalem, under the conduit of three 
Arabs, and vifited fome places which are out of the road. We went a mile to the 
foot of the hill of the Maccabees, as they call it, which is to the north weft f they have 
fome tradition, but 1 know not on what foundation, that the Maccabees fled to this 
hill, in time of war, and defended themfelves on it. We went up the hill, faw many 
openings to grottos, and in one part, a cittern and ten arched rooms; we defcended to 
what they call the fountain of Mecca, over which there is a fepulchral cave j we went 
round the hill of Mecca into the valley which they call the valley of Terebinths, and, they 
fay, it is the vale of Elah, in which David flew Goliah; but as tliat was between Shochoh 
and Azekah *, much further weft, they muft be miftaken in placing it here. There is 
a village called Coloni, on the fide of the hill to the weft j we then went up the hills to the 
caft, on the fide of which, without any manner of foundation, they pretend to fiiew the 
place where Balaam’s afs fpoke j we defcended the hill the fame way we came up, and 
going round another hill, between it and the hill of the Maccabees, we turned eallward 
into the little valley of Derialy, fo called from a ruined convent over it; at the end of 
this vale we afcended the hills, and came into a very rough country, and going fouth 
eaft near two miles, we came to the convent of the holy crofe, belonging to the Greeks} 
they have a fine old church, in which they ftiew the hole, where they fay the wiUoww 
tree grew, of which the crofs was made. Here our Arabs demanded more money of us, 
but we did not think fit to grant their requeft, and left both them and their affes ; how¬ 
ever, they followed us, but we took care not to join them any more, and came home 
near the tower of Simeon, which is to the north of die old road to Bethlehem j 
it is faid to be the houfe of that pious man, who took our Saviour up in his arms, and 
defired to depart in peace out of this world, fince his eyes had been bleffed with a fight of 
the falvation of God j but we did not go to it, becaiife we faw fome people there with 
arms j however, I viewed it another day, and found it to have been a ftrong built 
tower, though now in ruins ; I faw an infcription on it, which feemed to be in the 
Armenian language, and it might have been a convent belonging to the people of that 
profelfion, who probably built this tower for their defence againft the Arabs. 

Chap. XII. -— Of the fepulchres of the judges ^ of Ramathaim-ZofpUni^ and the 

places between Jertfaiem and Joppa. 

ON the fifteenth, I fet out for Emmaus, with two fervants, and the monk who 
ufually attends pilgrims. We went out of the gate of Bethlehem, and going to the 
north almoft as far as the hill of Soap-alhes, we then turned to the weft, and came into 
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the valeofCroitm; ' Wc travelled near two milss in this vnlley, through pleafant fields 
and Fdrdens, planted with olive, fig, apiucot, and almond ^f f 

L fpot about .lerufalem, and the Jews fequaitly come out here on the fabbath to divert 

tih ■ "^s ' 

V/e came to a great number of fepulchral grots, called the Sepulchres of the Judges, 

' probably becanfe they v/eie the burial places of tlic duet perfons of tlie city ; the 
entrance to them is'commonly from a court cut down into the rock, ana l 
imagine, that the principal men of the city had their country lioufes here j there were 
probably terraces before the houles, over thefe courts; for it was the cultom to have 
their bodies depofiied under the houfe, as Samuel tyas buried m lm own houfe at 
Rama. Thefe fepulchres are much like thole of the kings already defcnbt^, and not 
much inferior to them in beauty, though none of them confift of more than two or 
three rooms; fome of the entrances are adorned with pediments and entabiatiwes cut 
out of the rock. I obferved in one, the maimer how they vyorked^ out the ftone m 
large pieces, like rough pillars, fo as to ferye for buildmg; I alfo few iome 
ciflems cat in the rock. There were three ufes for grottexs; for they ferved eitlier ior 
^pulchres, cifternSj or as a retreat for herdfinen, and their cattle in bad weather^ and 
efpecjally in the winter nights ; tins may account for the great number of grottos ali 
over the Holy Land, in which, at this time many families live m winter, and drive their 
cattle into them by night, as a fence both againft the weather and wild beans.. At 
/ the end of this vale we defeended to a lower ground, having on the left the nanS; m a 
caflle I we paffed by the end of the valley oi Lefca to the fouth ^ towards the furihcr 
end of it, on the hills to the eaft, I faw Lefea. We then afeended between two hills, 

. and when we w’^ereon the height, we turned to the north,^ and patted by a beautiful 
round hill on the left, on which there is a ruined church, laid to be built in memory 
of Chrift^s meeting the tu^o difciples there who were going to Emmaus.^ On the fide 
of the hill, to the fouth, is a village called Betrifa ; w^e went down this^ hiil, and af- 
cended to the north-weft tow’ards Ramathaini-Zophiin ; the road here is like a terrace 
on the fide of a hill, and leads weftward to Eminaus f we came to a large open 
ciftern on the right hand, which is cut out of the rock, and has two balms, made in the 
fame niaiuiier in the front of it. We afeended the hill to the nofth, on the brow of 
which there is a fmail mount; on thefummit of this high hill, was Rama or Ramathiam 
Zophim, the town of Samuel, and the place of his interment j it is now called by the 
Arabs, Samuele,; geographers confound this place with Rama or Arimatbeca, near^ 
Lydda, already deferibed. The mofque, which is over the fepulchre of Samuel, was a 
church, and they will not permit chriftians to go into it. They informed me, that 
there is no fepulchral grot in the mofque, but only a raifed tomb, with a covering of 
lilk on it, in the manner the Mahometans adorn the fepulchres of their iaints- The 
body of Samuel was carried by the emperor Arcadius into T brace. On the top of the 
hill, there is mi open bafin funk into the rock feven or eight feet deep, which was 
doubtlefs. made to receive the rain water. On the fide of the hill, near the top of it, is 
the fountain of Samuel, in a fmall grotto cut out of the rock, wliich aflbrds plenty of 
clear water. 

To, the north we looked down into a very fine valley, which I conjeftured to be 
alx)ixt ten miles long from eaft to weft, and five miles broad, and, according to the 
iraditipn^ it feems to be the valley of Ajalon, in which the city of Gibeon was fituated j 
and if fd, tills plain was the territory of the Gibeonites. There are ttvd hills in it, 
beautifully improved 5 that to the weft has two fummits; on the northern one there 

is a village called Geb, probably the antient Gibeo;i, on wliich th^ fun ftood ftill, when 
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Xoflma came to the relief of the Glbeonites On the hiil to the eaft, is Bcems-bflliali, 
which u^y beBeeroth of the Gibeoiutes; we faw Betefcr on the hlUs to the eaft of the 
valley, and a place called Bethany to the north, 

We returned back again to the road, and went weflward to^^rds Emmaus, leaving 
the village of Eedou to the right, and Betlifurick to the left. Having gone about Uiree 
miles from Rama, we arrived at Emniaus, which, as I apprehend, they called Coubeby,. 
tliougli, when I pafTed through it, in the way to Joppa, they called it Gebeby ; beyond 
it are high hills, from which one defceiids to the plain towards tlie fea ^ entering tins 
ruined place, on the left, I faw a large bafin, walled round, but there w'as no water in 
it ; to the right, on a rifmg ground, are great ruins of the town ; they fay, many of 
the ftones were carried away to build Jeruialem, about two hundred years ago. The 
church was on the fpot where the houfe of Cleophas ftood, and where, it is fuppofed. 
Chrifl was known to fame of his difciples in breaking of bread; tt is a long building, 
and there is a fine large vafe in it of white ftone, or marble, which doubtkfs was a 
font: the church Hands hi a large area, encompafled with a wall, and has on the north 
fide of it, a pile of buildings, arched over, and there is one large arch, which feems to 
have been a gateway in the middle of them. When we had feen every thing, I was 
defirous of returning, though our conduftors \vere for flaying, and taking feme refrefh- 
ment; but when they faw the people coming about us, they changed their fentiments, 
and v/e mounted our horfes j but they laid hold of the monk's bridle, and demanded 
a caphar, I went on a little before, and turned round to obferve w^hat had pafied* 
The monk, in fome warmth, got off from his horfe, and having treated them a little 
roughly, they began to ufe him ill } but a little money being given them, they let us 
go on, only one of the cliief of them (who was always near ray horfe, and leemed to 
take care of me) as foon as we were got out of fight of his companions, laid hold on 
my bridle, felt my pockets in a civil manner, and gave me the title of Conful, fuppofing 
that I was a Frank, and probably conjeftured, I might have that charafter; but I 
ordered them to give him a little money, upon which he left us; and we returned by 
the fame way we came, till we arrived at the place where Chrifl met the difciples ; 
when we turned to the left, and went on the top of the hills inflead of going down into 
the valley, and pafTed by the fepulchres of the judges ; coming near Jerufalem, we^ 
turned to the right, and leaving the pool of Gihon to the left, came to the tower of 
Simeon, before mentioned j and from that place into the old road from Bethlehem, mid 
returned to Jerufalem. 

There were fome very remarkable places to the north-wefl and north-eaft of Jeru* 
falem, the fituation of'Which is not very well known; as Shilo, w'here the ark and 
tabernacle were placed, until they were taken by the Philiftines ^ fome have thought 
this to have been at Rama of Samuel, becaufe. it is deferibed as being^ on a very high 
hill j Shilo and Salem have been thought to be the fame place: it is probable that 
Shilo wae between Jerufalem and Sichem, about ten miles from the latter. Bethel 
was on the right of the road leading to Sichem, and is reuiarkable for Jacob’* 
Yifion, and on account of Jeroboam's fettiog up a golden calf there as the objeS 
of worfhip. 

On the twenty-fecond of April I went the iafl time into the church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, being the third of May, new jflyle; it was the fellival oi the Invention of 
the Holy Crofs, on which account there were feveral devotions and proceffions in the 
church. In the afternoon the guardian gave me a letter for Nazareth j and a certificate 
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■was delivered to me, figned and fealed with the great feal of the convent, that I 
had vifited all the holy places. I left the convent, and went with a fervant out 
of the Damafcus gate, where the Shieck Arab, with whom they had agreed, and 
his fervant, took me under their proteSion ; we mounted on horfeback, and palling 
by the fepulchres of the judges, we turned on the left hand out of the road 
that leads to Emmaus, and having travelled about two miles we croffed the end of 
tlte valley of Lefca, and faw a ruin on the left hand. We afcended the hill, and 
went through Bathfurik before mentioned, having Bedou on the right; and coming 
again into the road to Emmaus, we pafled through that town; going on, we had on 
the left Dcr*kaleb, and foon after Papuray on a high pointed lull beautifully improved 
with terraces ; about a mile further I faw Romani to the right, on a hill, and weft of 
it Betliienan, and at a diftance Der-obfir. From the top of the hills we had an eafy 
defcent for about three miles, when we came into a rich country full of little hills; I 
faw on the left, at a great diftance, Betaraafy, and pafled by a ruined church on the 
right, at a village called Kerefy. Further on to the left I faw Feal, then Keriafy-eraal 
and Ladroun; I before fuppofed the latter to be the village of the good thief. The 
Arab fliewed me his tents at a diftance on the left, and we pafled through a village, 
where the people were his friends; and as we approached Rama, I took notice of a 
large pool, and feveral cifterns, and ruins about the fields, where the old city flood, 
efpecially on a high ground to the north. We arrived at the Latin convent in Rama 
about an hour after it was dark. 

On the twenty-third we fet out for Lydda, a league diftant from Rama; I obferved 
the plain was more fandy than it is to the eaft; about half way I faw a well, and near 
it a fmall building, defigned for the convenience of travellers; it being ufual in thefe 
countries to have fuch places (which they call Mocotts) near their fountains and wells, 
for paflengers to repofe in, and fhelter themfelves from the heat of the fun. Entering 
the town of Lydda, I faw a company of Mahometan women, who had been at a grave, 
making their lamentations ; they held the end of their handkerchiefs in their hands, 
and turning them round, canted in a fort of dialogue; which they do likewife at their 
graveSj much in the fame way as the Irifli women do on the like occafion* I the 
church of Splint George, and then went on weftward towards Joppa, and joined a 
caravan rtiat was going that way; we went through a fine plain, bounded by hills to 
me rmrth, which probably are thofe of Saron; at feme diftance we had a place called 
Serphon to the left, and on the right Sapphira. We went near Bedifa on the right, 
fituatedon a nfing ground, planted with olive trees. After having travelled about 
two imles further, we came to Boubeeri, a village built almoft under ground, which 
probably has its name from a large well, which I faw there. We palTed by Gazou on 
a hill to the nght, where, they told me, there was a ruined church : further on, I faw 
beJiman on the hills at feme diftance to the right, and arrived at the Latin convent at 
Joppa, wjiere I was obliged to wait jfome time before I embarked for Acre- 

Chap. 5 III. Acre^ andJhnw Places near tU 

ON the fecond of May, we went aboard one of the large open boats, that are com¬ 
monly ufed, on this coaft ; they generally belong to Greek mailers, who have a protect 
tion from the convent for twelve manners, and cannot be taken by the Maltefe within 
eighty leagues of die Holy Land ; but, notwithftanding this, if the Maltefe find any 
Mahometan pafengers, they make them flaves, though they crofs themfelves, and 
1 ^” Chnftians; but they are eafily difeovered, as they are circumcifed; and 
the Maltefe rovers take away every thing that is valuable both from Turks and 
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Chnftians; we failed along by the fliore, and the next moniing were not above five 
leagues diftant from Joppa. We faw a mofque on the high clifts near the fea, and 
foon after a ruined fortification on the Ihore, which feemed to have a deep fofiee cut 
on three fides of it; it is faid to have been held by the Venetians. ApolIonia, men¬ 
tioned between Joppa and Casfarea, might be about this place. It is probable the 
half tribe of Manafleh began here, which extended beyond Caefarea, and the 
river, which paffed by Antipatris, might be the bounds of it to- the fouth} for 
Antipatris tvas an inland city in this part, nineteen miles from Joppa *. St. Paul, 
was brought to that place in his way from Jerufalem to Cmfarea f. At fome 
diftance the country is hilly, and covered with trees, as mentioned by Strabo 
I faw a great quantity of wood lying on the fea fiiore, to be embarked for Egypt; We 
made^ little way all day, caft anchor at night, and the next day, in the afternoon, came 
up with Casfarea, and anchored near it. We happened to fpy a fail, on which a 
Janizary on board, who was apprehenfive that it might be a Maltefe rover, refolved to 
go afhore, and pot on the worft clothes he could get, left he lliould be ftripped by the 
Arabs ; on this a panic feized all the other Turks, who followed his example, except 
twelve, who are allowed to work the veflel ; they gave their money to an European, 
were put alhore in a fmall boat, and returned to the bark the next morning. We 
paffed by Caftle Pellegrino, and arrived in the afternoon at Acre, where I carried my 
letters to the conful, who received me witli the ufual civility, w'hich theEnglilh, who 
are fettled in the Levant, (hew to travellers. Acre is in the tribe of After, fimated at 
the north weft entrance of a bay, which is generally computed to be about three leagues 
over, and two leagues deep, though it does not feem to be fb much. It ftands in a 
very large and fertile plain, bounded on the north, at about twelve miles diftance, by 
the mountains antiently called Antilibanon ; and to the eaft by the fine and fruitful hills 
of Galilee, about ten miles from this city, which feera to have feparated the tribes of 
Zabulon and Nepthafi from the tribe of After, which was never entirely poffeffed by 
the Ifraelites, The antient name of this city was Ake, or, as it is called in fcripture, 
Accho § ; it was one of the places, out of which After did not drive the ancient in¬ 
habitants, and feems always to have retained this name among the natives of the 
country, for the Arabs call it Akka at this time. The Greeks gave it the name of 
Ptolemais ||, from one of the Ptolemies, kings of Egypt. And when it was in the 
pofleflionof the Knights of St. John of Jerufalem, it was called St. John DacrS. • 

As this port muft always have been of great importance in time of war, the town 
has, confequently undergone great changes. In fix hundred and thirty-fix, it was 
taken by the Saracens; in eleven hmidred and four, the Chriftians became mafters 
of it under Baldwin, the firft king of Jerufalem, by the aftiftance of the Genoel'e 
galleys. In eleven hundred and eighty-feven, Saladin, fultan of Egypt, got poffeftion 
of it; and in eleven hundred ninety-one, Philip, king of France, and Richard, king 
of England, retook it; but in twelve hundred ninety-one, the Saracens affaulted and 
deftroyed the city, that is to fay, the fortifications, which they afterwards repaired ; it 
was taken from them by the Turks in one thoufand five hundred and feventeen. 

On examining well the remains of this place, I confidered it in three parts, that is, 
the old city; the new city; and the quarter where the knights and other religious 
orders had their convent. The prefent town feems to be on the fpot of the old'^city, 
being at the fouth weft corner, and is waflied by the fea on the fouth and weft fides j. 
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it has a fiiiall bay to the eafl:, wliich feeras to have been the antient port, but is now 
almofr filled up ; there are great remains of this old port, vdchin which, fmall fliips 
come to anchor in the fiiunner, and take in their luding. 1 here was, without doubt, a 
flroiig wall on the north lide of the old to^vn, to defend it on the fide of the land, of 
wliich there are now no remains. The prefent town is near a mile in circumference, 
and has no walls; for the Arabs will not permit them to build any, as they would, by 
tliat means, lufe the power they now have over the city, and might be lliut out of it. 
To tii-j north and north eafl of this city, and of the port, was the quarter of the knights, 
and the religious orders, extending about three quarters of a mile from call to weft, 
and might be half a quarter of a niile broad. At the v/eft end of it, there are ruins 
of a great building, wliich, they fay, was the palace of the grand mafter of the knights 
of Saint .loiin, who reiired to this place, after they loft Jerufalem; it was repaired and 
inhabited hv the great Feckerdine, prince of the Drufes. At the end of this building, 
are the remains of w'^liat ieem to -have been a very grand faloon, and a fmaller room 
of the fame architecture at the end of that. To the foutli there was a noble well- 
built chapel, the walls of w liich are ahuoft entire. Towai’dsthe eaft end of the town 
was the houle of the knights, and a ftrong built church adjoining to it, faid to be de¬ 
dicated to St.John; what reniaius of it is a low maflive building-; and it is probable, 
tliat there w'as a grand church over it; in the vault of this building there is a relief ot 
tile head of St. John in a charger. Between this and the palace of the grand mafter, 
there was a very large and magnificent nunnery ; fome of the lofty walls of the con¬ 
vent are ftanding, and the church is ahnoft entire. When the city was taken by the 
Mahometans, it is faid, the abbefs and nuns, like ihofe of Scotland, cut oft' their nofes to 
fecure their chaftity, and were inhumanly murdered by the foldiers. North of this 
quarter tiiere is a foffee; and north of that was what I call the new quarter of the 
city; but it did not extend fo far to the eaft. To the north and eaft of this, and to 
the eaft of the quarter of tlie knights, are remains of a beautiful modern fortification, 
which was carried on to the fouth, though it was not fo ftrong in that part; as it was 
a modern fortification, it muft confequentiy have been built by the Saracens, or Arabs, 
to defend themfelves againft the invafion of the Turks; there is a double rampart and 
■fofl'ee, lined with ftone; the inner rampart was defended with femicircular baftions. 
At the eaft end, within thefe fortifications, thei'e is a well, called the fountain of Mary. 
1 have great reafon to tliink, that the river Belus was brought along through the fofl’ee, 
becaufe it is mentioned in the account of the fiege, that a certain body of men attacked 
the city, from the bridge over the Belus to the bilhop’s palace ; and, if it was fo, the 
city, by this means, was made an ifland. I examined the ground, and difeovered what 
I fuppofed to be the remains of the old channel, 4nd actually faw the ruins of a 
fmall bridge over it, near the town, and of a larger further on. When I was on this 
enquiry, I went to the place where the Belus empties itfelf into the fea, and going along 
by the river, on a caufeway, came to a mill where there is a bridge over the river, 
about a mile from the town. As the Belus muft have been a great conveniency in 
fupplying the town with water, in cafe it ran through the foffee; fo there is no doubt 
but that the enemy would turn the river, as they probably did, to tlie very place where 
it now falls into the fea. 

There is nothing of antiquity in the old city, except fome remains of the very mag¬ 
nificent and lofty cathedral church of St, Andrew, which had a portico round it, and 
appears to have been a fine Gothic building. The bifliop’s palace was, probably, near 
it. At a little diftance to the north weft, are remains of a very ftrong building, called 
the Iron Caftle, from which there feems to have been three walls by the fea-fide, and 
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fcveral other buildings, as appears from many parts of the rode, which feem to have been 

cut out in order to lay foundations. , , , , i_ i t'l 

The Greeks have a bifliop here, and a very good old church and convent. Ihe 
T atiii fathers of the Holv Sepulchre have apartments, and a chapel in a Kane, which 
foves as a convent; aiid^ all the Europeans live in the Kane, except the Englift conful. 
The Maronites and .Armenians have e ich of them a church. The trade here, for the 
mod part, coufifls m an export of corn for Europe^ and of cotton ror iigypt, and other 
places; many efpechdly on this coaft. The merchants Irequently carry on this trade by 
advancino-money to the Arabs before-hand, and taking the produce of their land at 
very reafouabie rates, which gives the European merchants a great mtereft m the 

As Acre is fo remarkable in hiftory, I took fome pains in examining the ground and 
country about it. Half a mile eaft of the city is a finall lull, improved by art j it is 
about half a mile in length, and a quarter of a mile broad and is very lleep every 
way, except to the foiithweft; this was probably the camp of the kefiegers as itv^s 
afme fitnation for that purpofej and the Pallia pitches his tent on this hill when he 
goes the yearly circuits to receive his tribute. To the north of this, there is an irregular 
Sfmg ground, where there are great ruins of vaults feme of winch feenv to have been 
refervoirs of water; and probably this might be a place where they depofited fome of 
the lefs valuable baggage of the army. To the north weft of this place, and amiieto 
the north of the citvf there is. another fine fituaUon for a camp, being a nfing ground ^ 
on the higheft part'of it are the ruins of a very ftrong fquai-e tower, and near U is a 
mofque, a tower, and other great buddings; the place is called Abouotidy, from a 
Sheik who was buried there. Halfway between this placeand Acre, there is a fine well, 
which always abounds in water, and it is probable there might be fome private canal 
from it to the city. One day I went about eight nnles to the north eaft ; at the diftance 
of five miles from the town, we came to a rivulet, and travelled by the fide of it m a 
narrow valley, between high Hills j at the end of which we came to a calfle c" s hill j, 
-It file bottom of it there is a large building of hewn ftone; this place is called by 
Europeans,The Enchanted Caftle. The caftle of Indi imd the StrongMountam,orMount 
Feret, are mentioned a.s fortreffes belonging to the kmghts near Acre* ; audit i? 
probable this may be one of them; I fhould rather take it be Mount Feret and 
Indi might be at a village called Calour-Hanfein, through which we palled m our return,; 
it is on a rifing ground, where 1 faw an ancient pillar of hewn ftone; but it is certain, 
that the. diftances mentioned do not agree, which, 1 find, are not to be depended on,, 
in the authors whq ’write of thq holy war. 

Chap. XIV. — Of the Rmers Belus and Kijlmi ,* of Mount Carmel, and Caifha. ^ 

I RFT nut from Acre in order to go to mount Carmel anel Caifarea, to the fouth. 

r had^thme two Chriftitmc, dcelfed Uk<Tt.rks, and well armed j wc went round thw 
bariXl! the mouth of the river Belus, where it ut IftaUow. Ihffi over nfea out of 
ahii romputed to be about fix mileu dillant towar* me fouth eaft, aud « called by 
rite MtiS^ Palus Cendovia. Some authors fpeak of the fepulchre of Memuon nar 
h whirl, 1 have had occallon to mention betoret. Iheie tne anomt wmers who 
toe the name of Ake, given to die dty. from a ftory relatmg to Hercules, that he 
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'iras fent to feek for fome herb on a river to heal his wounds, and found the Colocafi-a 
on the river Belus, which effe&ed the cure *. It is faid that the firfl glafs was made 
of the fand of this river, probably by fome accidental melting of it in the fire. 
Pliny accounts for the virtue of this fand in a very extravagant manner f: but 
Strabo mentions the fand between Ptolemais and Tyre, as proper for making glafs J; 
and fpeaks of an opinion, that it could be melted only at Sidon, which was probably 
owing to fome particular art they had there. The river Belus, according to fome geo- 
grahers §, feems-to be the torrent of Iphthahel, fpoken of by St. Jerom, in explaining 
a paffage of Jolhua ||, where a valley of that name is mentioned, which may be this of 
Acre ; it is faid (but it mull be underftood only in fome parts), to be the bounds of 
Zabulon, which extended to the fea of Tiberias, and was divided from the tribe of Ifla- 
char on the fouth by the river Kilhon. 

We went on round the bay, and, towards the fouth eaft corner, forded the river 
Kilhon, which is a larger river than the Belus; and they told me, that it rifes to the 
fouth of mount Tabor ; but I fuppofe, that the fources of it are in the hills to the eaft 
of the plain of Efdraelon. Being enlarged by feveral fmall ftreams, it palTes between 
Mount Carmel and the liills to the north, and then falls into the fea at this place. 
Here fome make the tribe of IITachar to begin, and to extend near as far as Caefarea, 
to the half tribe of MaiialTeh; if fo, it took in all Mount Carmel, and part of the plain 
of Efdraelon, extending eaftward to the river Jordan; but as the tribe of After is faid 
-to have bordered on the half tribe of Manaffeh, others think, that Iflachar was on the 
eaft of Mount Carmel, and did not extend to the fea. We came near the foot of 
Mount Carmel, and then turned to the weft; this mountain extends from the fea, as 
far as the plmn of Edraelon eaftward, and from this bay to Csefarea fouthward. They 
have a tradition, that the part of the mountain, over this corner of the bay, was the 
fpot famous for the facrifice of Elijah, by fire from heaven, after the priefts of Baal 
had, to no purpofe, invoked their God, and cut therafelves from morning to evening, 
on which Elijah caiifed them to be flain at the river Kifhon 7’hey fay, this is the 
pieafanteft part of the mountain, being beautified with many forts of fruit trees; but 
I could not go to it, as it was at that time much infefted by the Arabs. 

We went ontoCaipha, which is on the fouth fide of the bay, oppolite to Acre. 
I take it to be Calyon, which, in the Jerufalem Itinerary, is placed twelve miles from 
Ptolemais; Sicaminos is there mentioned, as three miles further in the way to Jem- 
falem; and Ptolemy puts it in the fame degree of latitude as Mount Carmel; it might 
have been on the rifing ground at that point of land which makes the fouthem entrance 
of the bay, Caipha is faid alfo to have had the name of Porphureon, as it is conjec¬ 
tured, from the purple filh found on this coaft, with which they made the Tyrian dye; 
and to have been called Uepha, or rather K.epha, from the rocky ground it is fituated 
on; out of which many fepulchres are cut, moftly like fingle coffins, but not foparated 
from_ the rock, and very much in the Jevriffi tafte; it is not improbable that this place 
inhabited by Jews. It was a bifliopric, and there is a well-built old church entire, 
which might have been the cathedral. There are alfo ruins of a large building, that 
leems to have been the caftle; and they have built two forts as a daence againft the 
corfmrs; for this, in reality, is the port of Acre, where fliips lie at anchor; it being 
a bad ihore on tbe other fide, where they cannot remain with fafety, by reafon of the 
fliallownefs of the water. 
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I delivered a letter here to the Aga, who ordered two of his men to aceompanv me - 
Oppofite to this place, \ve went up Mount Carmel, to the Latin convent of the Car¬ 
melites, mhabited only by two or three monks; great part of the convent, and particu¬ 
larly the church and reteaory, are grots cut out of the rock, this place havintr been 
made a monaftery not lon^ ago; for when the large convent was deftroyed, which I 
mail have occafion to mention hereafter, they lived as hermits in the grottos, and ufed 
meet and confer m a grot towards the foot of the hill, which is one of the fineft I 
ever law j It is l&e a grand faloon, and is about forty feet long, twenty wide, and 
nlteen high j it is cut out of the rock, and is now converted into a niofque. Over tills 
convent are the ruins of the old monaftery, where probably the order of Carmelites 
was inlututed j it might, at firft, be mhabited by the Greek caloyers of the order of 
laint Elias, who had pofleffion of thefe parts before the Latins were eftablilhed here. 
Near It is a chapel in a grot, where, they fay, Elias fomedmes lived, which is reforted 
great devotion, even by the Turks, as well as by the Chriftians and'Jews, on 
the reftival of that faint. We ftaid all night in the Latin convent, from which there is 
a very fine profpefl:. 

The next morning we defcended the hill; and turning to the weft fide of it, w'ent 
a little way to the fouth, and then to the eaft, into a narrow valley, about a mile long, 
between the mountains, and came to the grotto, where, they fay, Elias ufually lived • 
near it is his fountain, cut out of the rock. Here are the ruins of a convent, which, 
they fay, was built by Brocardus, the fecond general of the Latin Carmelites, who 
has wrote an account of the Holy Land. Over this, on the top of the hill, is a fpot 
of ground which they call Elias’s garden, becaufe they find many ftones there, 
refembling pears, olives, and, as they imagine, water melons; the laft, when broke^ 
appear to be hollow, and the infide beautifully cryftalized. One part of this fpot they 
call the Garden-wall, which loeks like an old foundation ; it is about eight feet unde, and 
near a quarter of a mile long, and feems to have been a trench filled with ioofe ftones. 
I could not learn what this really was, but conjefture, that it was a long bafin dug to 
receive the rain water, either to feed the fountain below, or to be conveyed fome way 
or other to the convent, which is at a diftance from the fountain; for I faw feveral 
bafins about the convent, cut out of the rock, and full of water. They might fill up 
this place with ftones, that it might remain undifcovered, and not be deftroyed by the 
Arabs; among thefe ftones efpedally, there are a great number that have a cryftaU 
ization in them. 

Chap. XV. — Of cafile PellegrinOf Toriura^ and Cafarea by thefeafide. 

WE went on to caftle Pellegrino, which is the name given it by the Franks; but 
the natives^ call it Athlete, which probably was the name the Greeks gave it, on 
account of its ftrength. It is fituated on a fmall rocky promontory, that extends about 
a quarter of a mile into the fea, and is near half a quarter of a mile broad, having a 
fmall bay to the fouth. Tliis place was formerly called Petra incifa; I fuppofe in the 
middle ages, and probably from its fituation on a rock, and having a foffe cut on the 
eaft fide of it, fo as to make it an iliand, as it probably was, before the fofle was filled 
up with fund. There feems to have been a town to the eaft and fouth eaft of the 
promontory, as appears from the walls, which are almoft entire, and are built of 
large hewn ftone rufticated. The town was about a quarter of a mile broad from eaft 
to weft, and half a mile long from north to fouth; the fea being to the north, and the 
caftle and fea to the weft; there are no walls on thofe ftdes, except the buildings of 
VOL. X. 3 M the 


. DOCTCfR POCOCKe’s' 1'R.AV£1-S 

tlie caflle. The bay is now chokevJ up with fiind, which is riftn almoft as high as the 
city walk, infomuch that there are very few figns oi any ruins to be feen. 1 he cattle 
itfelf is very magnificent, and is encompaiTed with t\Vo walls fifteen met thick; tie 
inner wall, on the e;ift fide, cannot be lei's than forty feet high and within it there 
appear to have been fome very grand apartments ; the ofEces of the fortreis leem to 
have been at the weft end, where I fiiw an oven eighteen feet in diameter. In the 
caftle tliere are'remains of a fine lofty church of ten fides, built m a light Gothic J 
three chapels arc built to the three eaftern fides, each of which confifts ol five fides, 
exceptinn- the opening to the church; in thefe, it is probable, the three chief altars 
ftood. The cattle feems to have been built by the Greek emperors, as a plaee for 
arms, at the time when they were apprehenfive of th)* invafions of the Saracens ; and 
probably was in the pofieflion of the Chriftians, when they regained Paleftme. ite 
whole is fo magnificent, and fo finely built, that it may be reckoned as one of the 
things that are beft vrorth feeing in thefe parts, i ftaid here all night, and w as entei - 
tained by the fliiek, to whom I had a letter from the conful, but was obliged to pay 

a caphar, of about half a guinea. . _ i /' ■ i j j 

The next rnoming we fet out very e?.r]y, with fonie perfbns whom the iniefc ordeied 
to go with us, and travelled, as they computed, about ten miles fouth to Tortura, a 
fmall village, with a port to the fouth, for large boats, which are ibmetimer forced to 
put in there by ftrefs of weather, when paffengers are obliged to pay a capnar of a 
fequin, or nine (hillings a head. This feems to be the anuent Dora, mentioned by 
faint Jerom, as nine miles from Csefarea^. The prefent village is to the eaft fide of 
the bay; to the north of the port, there is a fmall promontory, on w^hich there is a 
ruined caflle ^ here probably was the old town, as it is mentioned to have been a peniU" 
fula. Being recommended to the fheik of this place, I received very great civilities 
from him, and he preffed us much to dine with him in our return, , 

We went on towards Csefarea, and came to a river called CoradgS ; probably the 
Kerfeos of Ptolemy, which he places four miles Ibuth of Dora. We afterwards pafied 
the river Zirka, about three miles north of Ccefarea; this, I fiippofe, is the river 
Crocodilon of Pliny f, winch he mentions with a city of tile fame name, fpoken of 
alfo by Strabo as a place that w^as then deftroyed §, When I returned to Acre, 
I happened to aik, if there was any tradition of fuch a city towards Cseiarea ; and they 
told me, that there were crocodiles in the river Zirka, which I fhould not have believed 
if it had not been confirmed by very good authorities, and that fome of them had been 
brought to Acre ; which I found attefted by all the Europeans there and I find fince, 
that it is mentioned by an hiftorian of thofe part^, that there were crocodiles in the 
river Csefarea of Paleftine ||: They fay, the crocodiles are fmall, not exceeding five 
cr fix feet in length, but however, that they have taken feme young cattle that were 
fianding in the river; fo that it is probable, a colony from fome city in Egypt, that 
worfhipped the crocodiles, came and fettled here, and brought their deities dong with 

* See RelancPs Falseflme, under Doka. 

^ Hinc redeuudmn. eft ad oram, atqiie PWnfeenr. Fuit oppidum Crocodiloit, flumeri: 

jnemoria urbium, Dorou, Sycaminon. PUn* Nat* v. 17* 

I Strabo, xvi- 758* - , 

j Johannia de Vitriaco Hiltoria Hierofolymitana, c. 86* Crocodili habitant in Aumine Ca&fareae Pa-» 
Ireftina: j as quoted In Reknd^a Palseftine, lib Jib under C.®s AREA, Breidetibac ai(o mentions crocodiles 
in a lake to the taft. of Casfan^a. 

[I See Reland^e Palseftiue, ibid* 
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I obfen'ed to tlte fouth of this fiver, a high ground, which migln be the file 
of the antient city. .* 

We came -to C'aifarea, mentioned by the antients as fixty-nro miles diftant from 
Jerufalem, thirty from Joppa, and thirtyrfix from Acre; it was antiently called the 
tpwer of Strato, as it is faid, from a Greek, who was founder of it, A city was after- • 
wards built here by Herod, and called Csefarea, in honour of Auguflws, and it was 
named Csefarea of Palefline, to diftinguifh it from Csefarea Philippi, or Csefarea 
Paneadis, which was at the rife of the river Jordan; it was made a Roman colony by 
Vefpafian, and called the Flavian colony, from his family The antient city extended 
further to the north than the prefcnt trails; for I faw a wall on the fliore, which 1 
obferved to run about half a mile to the north, near to fome aquediidls, 

Jofephus ^ particularly defcribes the extraordinary port made by Herod; the entrance 
of it was to the north, probably near the head of land, which feems to be a work of 
later ‘ date: a mole is mentioned, as carried out two hundred feet into the fea. It is 
probable that the round tower, called Drufus, in honour of Auguftus’s grandfon, was 
utthe end of it, where there are now fome fmall ruins. I obferved flat rocks about 
this port, on which, it is probable, fome works were raifed, to flielter the fliips from 
tlie wefterly winds. Csefar’s temple, and the coloffal ftatues of Auguflus and Rome, 
are mentioned as On a hill, towards the middle of the port. There are three rifmg 
•grounds at the bottom of the port j that in the middle might be the fite of the temple j 
that to the north might be the forum ; and the hill to the fouth the theatre; behind 
which, to the fouth of the port, he fays, was the amphitheatre; and I fuppofe, the 
rifing ground was made by the ruins of it, which, in the fituation, anfwers very nearly 
to his defeription, that it commanded a fine view of the fea. The aqueducts mentioned 
to the north, which might bring water from the river, run north and fouth; the 
lower aqueduci, which is to the eaft of the other, is carried along on a wall without 
arches^ and of no great height; it is thirteen feet thick, and feems to have conveyed 
a great body of water in an arched channel, which is five feet fix inches wide. This 
aqueduft, as well as the other, is alraoft buried in the fand. The other aquedufl:, 
forty yards nearer the fea, is built on arches; .the fide of it next the fea, is a rufticated 
work; but the eaft fide is plaiftered with a very ftrong cement, probably to prevent 
any damage from the fands that might be drove againft it. The walls of the town, 
which are now remaining, are faid to have been built by Lewis the ninth of France, in 
the time of the holy war; they are of fmall hewn ftone, and about a mile in circum¬ 
ference, defended by st broad foffe; from the fouth weft corner of them is the point ■ 
of land before mentioned, where there are ruins of a very ftrong caftle, which feems 
to have been built at the fame time as the walls, and is full of fragments of very fine 
marble pillars, fome of which are of granite, cippolino, and a beautiful grey alabafter; 
they Ihew a large ftone of granite near it, which they call Hajar Murnoque, and tell 
fome ftories of it. To the north of this there feems to have been a fmall port, perhaps 
of the middle ages. Within the walls of the city there are great ruins of arched 
lioufes, which probably were built during the time of the holy war; but the ground is 
fo much overgrown with briars and thiftles, that it was impoflible to go to any part, 
where there was not a beaten path; it is a remarkable refort for wild boars, which 
abound alfo in the neighbouring plain; and when the Mahometans kill them, they 
leave their carcafes on the fpot, as it would defde them only to touch them. There, 

* On amedal of Ifarcus Aitrelitis, it is called col. prim,a fl. AVO- caisarit*. 
jofephi Antiq. Jud. 1 . xv. c, 13- IJ? bello Jud. i. f i. 
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are only two or three poor families that live here, and are in pe^etual fear of the 
Arabs, againfl; whom their poverty is their bell lecurity- There is no other reniark- 
able ruin within the walls, except a large church, which probably was the cathedral 
of the archbilhop, who had twenty bifhops under him; it is a ftrong building, and 
appears to have been deflroyed by war, as well as the caftle. By what I could con- 
jeSurc, it feems to have been built in the ftyle of the Syrian churches’, with three 
naves, which ended to the eafl: in femicircles, where they had their principal altars. 
The rifing ground to the fouth, where I fuppofe the amphitheatre was built, feems to 
have been the fite of a caftle in later ages, and to have had a fquare tower at each 
corner, and a foffee on three fides of it. This city is remarkable in facred writ upon 
feveral accounts; Cornelius * the centurion lived here, who was admoniflied by an 
angel to fend for faint Peter to Joppa, when the apoftle had that remarkable vifion, by 
which he was di refled to preach the gofpel to the Gentiles; They have a tradition, that 
Cornelius was the firft bifliop of this city. Philip the evangelift lived here with his 
four fifters, who were propheteffes f: Saint Paul was kept in this city in Herod*s 
palace, and pleaded before king Agrippa and Felix, from whofe judgment he appealed 
to Rome J j and on his departure from this place to Jerufalem, Agabus prophefied of 
his fiuure fufterings, by binding hiirfelf with Paul’s girdle, and declaring, that the 
perfon who owned it, fhould be bound in like manner )|: And as this harbour was 
then become the great port of Paleftine, we find the apoftles embarking and landing 
at itf. 

We fet out on our return from this place, taking fome refrefliment when we came 
to the river, and went about half a mile to the eaft of Tortura, not defigning to ftop 
there; but when we were oppofite to that place, the Ihiek fent out his people to call 
after us, and we found that we rauft go and dine with him, for if we had not, he 
would have taken it as a very great affront, elpecially as he had prepared a dinner for 
us, which chiefly confifted of pilaw, with fome finall pieces of boiled and roaft mutton 
in it; and being entertained with coffee, we went on to caftle Pellegrino; the next 
day we dined at the Latin convent on Mount Carmel, and the wind being fair, I took 
a‘ boat, and crofted over the bay to Acre. 

Chap. XVI. — Of Sephor, Nazareth, Mount Tabor, and the plain of Efdraelon, 

I SET out from Acre, in order to go to Nazareth, on the eighth of May, in the 
afternoon ; having two Chriftians, natives of Nazareth, to guard me, as I had in the 
journey to Caefarea. We went eaftward through the plain of Acre, and to the fouth 
of a ftnail round hill, which lies north of the further end of the bay; the afcent is 
fteep, ^d there is a well at the foot of it. Bethedein might be fi mated here, which 
is mentioned by St. Jerom among the places of Paleftine, as eight miles to the eaft of 
Acre, though it is not fo far from that city. To the eaft of the bay is a low round 
hill, called Dhouk ; I faw fome walls on it, within which, they told me, they kept 
their oxen iri the ploughing feafon. Miiheal **, or Maftial ft, of the Levites, is men¬ 
tioned in fcripture to be in the tribe of Afher, and in the neighbourhood of Carmel j 
it is likewife ipoken of by faint Jerom, as near that mountain and the fea, and poffibly 
it might be on this hill. The plain towards the eaft is called the country of Saphet, 
being a jurifdiftion under a city of the lame name; it is an exceeding rich plain, but 

* Afts, X. 24* f A£ts, xxi. S, J Aft*, xxvi. .. j| Afts, xxi, ro, 

Afts, ix. JO. xviu. 22. «* Jolhua, six. 36 : 1 Cbon. ti, 74. 
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tilmoft unpEf&blG stffer rjnrij nor is it cafy to ridG through it in dry WGa.th€rj except in 
the high road, on account of the clefts which are made in ihe^arth by the heats. 
There are a great number of wild boars here. I obferved, that the plain was well 
cultivated with corn and cotton; they fow the latter in the beginning of May, and turn 
up the ground lb lightly, that I fiuv the ftalks of the lafl: yearns cotton reniairung; for 
here the cotton is annual ; whereas in upper Egypt and in America, they cultix^ate the 
perennial cotton, which I faw in blofibm about Elbe in upper Egypt, at the begiiming 
of February, but here it is not ripe till September j ib that it muft be a plant that 
thrives in a dry leafon. We came to a well at the foot of a hill, on which there is a 
village called Fere ; the oxen raile the water by a bucket and rope, wthout a wlieel, 
and lb by driving them from the well, the bucket is drawn up ; the women carry the 
water in earthen jars up the hiil to water the plantations of tobacco. They told me, 
there was a village called Damora, to the north ; and beyond it is Swainor and Berroe; 
and weft of it a mountain called Talkizon ; we went up the hill by Per^ ; beyond it is 
EthphahanI; we then defeended into a valley, which joins the great plain to the fouth 
weft, and foon afeended another hill; and having travelled about two miles, we came 
to the village of Abylene. Though there were feveral places of the lame name, yet 
I do not find any in this country that was fo antiently called. Here one of the great 
Iheiks refides, who would have prepared a collation for us, and afked us to flay all 
night, but we only took coffee, and he feiit a man with us, I obferved many cifterns 
on the hill; and we defeended into the pleafant narrow vale of Abylene, having low 
hills on each fide covered with trees, chiefly the Garoubi; and a foit of oak with large 
whitifti leaves, but 1 am doubtful whether it was ever-green or not; and fome other 
trees not known in Europe. 

Ha^ng travelled about three miles, we came into the fine plain or valley of Zabulon, 
called Zaal-Hatoiir ; I fuppofe about Pere we entered into the tribe of Zabnlon, which 
was bounded by the river JGlhon to the fouth, by the fea of riberias to the eaft, and on 
the north by a line from the north end of that lake to the tribe of AQier ; and probably 
it extended to the eaft end of the bay of Acre, as it is mentioned to be at the haven of 
the fea, and as an harbour of fliips and the tribe of Alher might, notwithftanding, be 
both to the north and fouth of this bay; the hills eaft of the plains of Acre and Tyre, 
feem to have been the bounds between Zabulon and Alher; Both this tribe, and 
Alher, and all that coiintiy weft of the fea of Tiberias, and of the river Jordan, Winch 
is to the north of Carmel, is thought to have been Galilee.. This plain, I.coojefturc, 
is about three miles broad and ten long, extending to the plain of Efdmelon, being a 
fine fruitful fpot, and all covered udth corn: Wepaffed to the left of a beautiful hill,, 
which had a village on it called Bedoui; poilibly the town of Zabulon might be fitiiated- 
on this hill, being fpoken of as a ftrong placet? or it might be on the hill, which 
I lhali mention, to the fouth. At the foot of the hill, is what the monks call the well- 
of Zabulon j the water is drawn by boys in leathern buckets, and carried in jars up the 
hill on women^s heads. On the eaft fide of the plain ia the village Romani, probably' 
fo called front the pomegranates that may grow there J ,;. and on the other fide of the 
vale is Ganaor Kana, which I fliall have occafion to mention ; andDer Hanan is' to 
the north weft, at fome diftance among the hills* They fay it is now only a caftle y. 
but irom the name it feems to have been formerly dedicated to faint John, When we 
were towards the eaft fide of the plain, the man fent by the. fheik of Abylene faid he 
faw two horfemen to the fouth, under a hill which ftretches. fouthwards: in the plain j. 

* Gijn. i 3. f Jgfcpliin De bello Judaict)? ii. 37. f Roihrhi fignifi^s pomegriUjateB ia Arabic. 
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I'C rode towJiras the place, but could fee noWy, on which he returned; 
riiey faid thpy faw about ten men riding fwihly towards us, and as , 

fp2d downThe hill; my lervant faid the fame, though I d^d not fee «luch 

noffibly mivht be owing to the height of the ilandmg corn, for the com was ™ 
L: /panic feized us all, not without reafon, if they .ere 
rode as fad as poflibly we could until w'e got to the foot of the hill that leads ip 

w2 aLnded the high hill on which the antient dty of Sephor or Sephoris flood, 

rheftrongcft of all this country j it was made the ,J\he 

before was enjoyed by Tiberias. This place was alfo called Dioctefarea. One of i e 
iive udTcaturi of p/lefline was held at it; the others befog at Jerufalem Jencho 
Gadara, and Amathus. This town was fortified by Herod, but u]mn feme mfurreaion 
of the Jews it was deftroyed in the time of Conftantius. There is a callle on the top 
of the hill, with a fine tower of heivn done; and near half a mile below it 
of Sephour^, called by the Chriftians Saint Anna, becaufe they have 
Joachim and Anna, the parents of theblefled virgin, lived here, and tfou their houic 
was on the fpot where there are ruins of a church, with fome fragments of p 
gwey granite about it. Here the Greeks have a finall chapel, and there are feieia 

broken flone coffins about the village. . „ . • i * i.- 

As it was not thought fafe to go further, the Greek pneft invited us to fos hoiiPe» 
but it was proper we foouldbe with the (heik, who raaae us a fii e in a ruine oco , 
and fent us boiled milk, eggs, and coffee, and we were obliged to lodge m a very 

The next morning, the ninth, we fet out for Nazareth: About a mile to the fouth 
isift is the fine fountain of Sephoury, wliich probably is the fountain ot this name, 
where the kings of Jerufalem, during the holy war, encamped their armies, on 
account of the great plenty of water and herbage that there is about this place n 

is particularly mentioned in the account of the fiege of Acre. We went through 
a fmall plain or valley which llretches to the north , and faw a place caHecl Kemeii - 
we afeended a hill, and foon after came into the high road to Nazaretl^ from the 
north; and turning to the fouth, we w'ent down a rocky hill to Nazareth, which is 
■fituated on the eaft fide of a low ridge of hills that run to the fouth; there being another 
to the eaft of it in the fame direafon, and a very narrow valley between them; all the 
hills are of a foft white flone. 

The Latin fathers of the Holy Sepulchre have a large well built convent and church 
here, where 1 abode during my flay in this place. Near die prefent church are fome 
remains of a much larger,, which feems by the architeaure to be of the time ot the 
emprefs Helena; for there remain feveral capitals, and bafes of pillars, and other 
of antient work, in a tolerable good tafte; and over a door there is an old alt-relier or 
Judith cutting off the head of Holofernes. The church is faid to be bmlt over the 
place where the houfe of Jofeph and Mary flood, and they fliew the fpot, from which, 
they iky, the holy houfe of Loretto was removed; there is a defeent to it by ft^s, aim 
within it there is a grot cut out of the foft rock, to which, it is faid, the houfe adjmned, 
fo that the grotto was part of their habitation. The great church built over the home 
of Jofeph is mentioned by thd writers of the feventh and twelfth century. To the north 
of the convent are ruins of a fmall church, which, it is faid, was on the fpot where 
Jofeph had ols houfe, probably apart from the women, according to the eaftem cultom, 
where they fuppofe he exercifed his trade; to the weft of this there is a fmall 
building, which, they fay, is the fynagogue where Chrift explained .the text of Ifnah 
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coacernlng hlinfelf, hy which he gave fuch great offence to his countrymen And 
on the other fide of the hi!l to the weft, they fhew a large rock in a quarry^ on which 
they affirm that Chrift eat with his d^fciples* 

About a furlong to the north of the village is a fountain, over which there is an arch 
turned ; it runs into a beautiful marble vafe, that feems to have been a tomb* Beyond 
it is a Greek church under ground, wdiere the Greeks fay, the angel Gabriel firft 
fainted the bleffed virgin; there is a fountain in it, and formerly there was a church 
built over it f* 

We went two miles fouth to the mountain of the precipice, winding round to a part 
of the valley, which is very narrow', having high hills on each fide or it. To the weft 
is the mountain of the precipice, which is towards the fouth end of a fteep and rocky 
ridge of hills. We afeended about a quarter of the way up the hill, where there Ls an 
altar cut in the rock, with an arch over it, and fome remains of a Mofaic pavement ^ 
there are two cifterns near it; the monks come here fometimes to celebrate niafs. 
About forty feet Itigher i£ the place from which, they fay, the Jews w^ould have 
thrown our Saviour dowiij , There are two high ft ones at the edge of the rock, like 
a parapet'wall, where they fhew, what they fay are the prints of Chrift s hands and 
feet, when he rellfted the violence they ufed againft him. We afeended to the top of 
the hill, which is fa covered with great loofe pieces of rock, that it was diflScult t© 
defeend into the valley to the north eaft, in which we returned j and winding round, in 
the vale to the weft, came to Beer-Emir [The ^Well of the Prince^j where lfaw an 
ancient marble coffin, adorned with a relief of three feftoons. 

We went up the hill on the fouth, to a village called Jaffa, which is to the weft of 
the precipice* Beyond the village there is an altar to St, John the Evangelift, where,, 
they fay, the houfe of Zebedee flood, who was the hither of James and John, and 
here the monks celebrate on St, John^s day. From this place I had a fine view of the 
weft part of the vale of Efdraelon, which extends to Mount Carmel, The flieik of 
the village entertained lis with fried eggs, four milk, and coffee. We returned by 
the Prince's Weil, and going near a mile further tovvards Nazareth, we afeended a 
hill to the eaft, on which there are the ruins of a church, called Our Ladyof Fearj 
becaufe, they fay, the bleffed Virgin followed Chrift fo far, when they were leading 
him away, to throw him down the precipice. 

On the tenth, we left Nazareth, very early in the morning, to go eaftward to Mount 
Tabor, called by the people jebel Tout i and travelling two hours between low hills, we 
came into the plain of Efdraelon, the mount Is on the weft fide of it, andabout Uvo leagues 
diftant from Nazareth ; it is one of the fineft hills 1 ever beheld, being a rich foil, that 
produces excellent herbage, and is moft beautifully adorned with groves and clumps of 
trees- " The afeent is fo eafy, that we rode up the north fide by a winding road- Some- 
authors mention it as near four miles Iiigh, others as about two ; the latter may be 
to the winding afeent up the hill; this mountain is fitiiated in the great plain ot EIdrae> 
Ion : the top of it, which is about half a mile long, and near a quarter of a mile broad, 
is encompaffed with a wall, which Jafephus built in forty days ; there was^allo a wall 
along the middle of it, which divided the fouth part, on w^hich the city ftood, from the 
north part, which is lower, and is called the Meidan, or place, being probably ufed 
for exercifes when there was a 6ity here, w’hich Jofepims mentions by the name of 
Ataburion ; within the outer wall, on the north fide, are leveral deep foflesj out iff which, 
it is probable, the ftones were dug to build the walls } and thefe fbffes feem to have an- 

* St. Luke, iv- t SceRdand, under Nazareth f Luke, iv. 
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fwared the end of cifterns, to preferve the rain water, and were aJfo fome defence to 
tlie citt'. There are likewife 3 great number of cifterns under ground, for preferving 
the rain water; to the fouth, where the ai'cent to the liiU, or approach to the walls 
Was moll: eafy, there are foffes cut on the outfide to render the accefs more difficult. 
Some of die gates alfo of the city -remain, as Babel Houah [The Gate of the WindsJ 
to the well, ;uid Babel-Kubbe [The Arched Gate], which is a fmall one to the fouth. 
Antiochus, king of Syria, took the fortrefs on the top of this hill; Velpalian alfo 
got polTeffion of it, and, after that, Jofephus fortified it with ftrong walls j but what 
has made it more famous than any thing elfe, is the common opinion from the time 
of St. Jcrom, that the transfiguration of our Saviour was on this mountain, when Mof® 
and Elias appeared as talking to him in the prefence of Peter, James, and John *. 

On the eafl; part of the hill are the remains of a ftrong caftie, and within the pre- 
cincl of it is the grot, in wJiich there are three altars, in memory of the three taber¬ 
nacles, wliich St. Peter propofedto build ; and where the Latin fathers always celebrate 
on the day of the transfiguration. It is faid, there was a magnificent church built here 
by St. Helena, which was a cathedral when this town w'as made a biffiop’s fee. Some 
late authors have thought, that this was not the place of the transfiguration j 
but as the tradition has been fo univerfal, their opinion is generally exploded. There 
was formerly a convent of BenedifUne monks here; and on another part of the hill 
a monaftery of Bafilians, where the Greeks have an altar, and perform their divine 
fervice on the feftival of the transfiguration; on the fide of tile hill, they Ihew a 
church in a grot, where, they fay, Chrift charged his difciples not to tell what things 
they had feen till he was glorified. 

Mount Tabor is not only a moft beautiful hill in itfelf, but alfo commands a very 
glorious prolpefl:, efpecially of many places famous in facred writ; as, to the fouth, 
.of the mountains of Samaria, and the hills of Engaddi; to the eaft, what they call 
the hill of Hermon, and, at the foot of it, Nain and Endor, and, north eaft of that, 
the mountains of Gilboa, fo fatal to the family of Saul. As to Hermon, a mountain 
of that name is mentioned by St. Jerom f in this part; but it may be very much doubted, 
whether this is really the hill that is meant in fcripture, for the realbns I fliall hereafter 
give. At the fouth-weft corner of the plain one fees Mount Carmel; to the north, the 
mount on which our Saviour delivered his fermon to the people, and, near it, the place 
•where he bleffed, and miraculoully diftributed the loaves to the multitudes. The fea 
of Tiberias is likewife feen from this height; and to the north weft of it, Sapet, on 
a very high mountain; to the north of which, a much higher is feen, called Gebel- 
Sheik, which feems to be Hermon, and is always covered with fnow j at the foot of 
it the river Jordan rifes, a little more than a day’s journey diftant from Damafcus. 

At the foot of Mount Tabor, to the weft, on a rifing ground, there is a village 
called Debourah, probably the fame that is mentioned in fcripture \ on the borders of 
the tribes of Zabulon and Iffachar. There is likewife a ruined church at that place, 
where, it is faid, Chrift left the reft of the difciples before his transfiguration. Any 
one who examines the fgurth chapter of Judges, may fee that this is probably the fpot 
where Barak and Deborah met at Mount Tabor "with their forces, and went to purlue 
Sifera ; and, on this account, it might have its name from that great prophetefs, wlio 
then judged and governed Ifrael; for Jofephus 5 relates, that Deborah and Barak ga¬ 
thered the army together at this mountain ||. 

• Matt. xtii. Lake ix. Mark ix. Epillola 44. Paulx ad Marcellam. J Jof. lix. 1 3. 
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I returned from Mount Tabor, going to the fouth through the plain of Efdraelon, 
and came to the village of Zal, which is about three miles from Tabor, fituated on a 
rocky ground, rifingi a little above the plain} near it there are many fepufchres cut 
in the rock j fome of them are like ftone coffins above ground; others are cut into 
the rock, like graves ; fome of tliem having ftone covers over them ; fo that formerly 
tins might be no inconfiderable place; and perhaps it ti-as Xalod mentioned 

by Jofepims, in the great plain, as the bounds of lower Galilee to the fouth. Turning 
weft, I pafled near the mountain of the precipice already defcribed, and afcending the 
hills near Jafl'a, returned to Nazareth. . ° 


Chap. XVII.—0 / Ca»a in Galilee, the Mount of Beatitudes, Betbjaida, the town and 
fea of Tiberias, and feme -places near tbenu 

I SET out from Nazareth on the twenty-fecond of May, and went northward to Me* 
Ihed, wluch^, tlie Turks fay, is the country of Jonah; they alfo ffiewedine a niche in a 
mofque, where it is faid his fepulchre was. St. Jerom, in his prelace to the book of 
Jonah, mentions Geth, two miles from Saphorim, in the way to Tiberias, which rs 
mppofed to be Gittah Hepher, mentioned in fcripture as the bounds of the tribe of 
Zabuioii; and fays, it was the country of Jonah, and the place where they ffiewed his 
lepulchre; now this village is about three miles from Sepphoreh; fo that probably the 
name or U is changed fince his time. But there are fome who mention Kirjath Jea- 
nm, or &r]ath Maura, near Azotus, as the country of this prophet *. The flieik 
hearmg that I belonged to the Eiiglifti conl'ul, brought us a collation of fried eegs, 
lour milk, and coffee. * 

About hvo miles further is Kepher Kenna, where the Latins fay our Saviour 
wrought ms firft miracle of mrning water into wine, at the marriage of Canaf. On 
the lontli hde of the village is a fountain, out of which, they fay, the water was taken 
that was turned into wine; and near it are the ruins of a church dedicated to St. Bar- 
tholoniew, and &d to have been his houfe. In the village there is a large ruined 
building, the walls of which are almoft entire j whether it was a houfe or church I 
could not well judge ; but they fay, that the houfe of the marriage was on this foot; 
near it is a large new Greek church ; it is certain this fituation fo near Nazareth, makes it 
very probable, that it was the place where this miracle was wrought: but the Greeks 
have a tradition that it was at Gana, on the weft fide of the plain of Zabulon, about 
three or four miles north-weft of Sepphoreh; and it is very extraordinary they fhould 
allow, that the water was carried from this fountain, which is at the diftance of four or 
five mles from it. Whichever was the place, it feemed to be a matter unfettled about 
the beginmng of the laft century, when a writer | on the holy land endeavoured to 
hx It nere^ as me molt probable place, though Adrichomius feems to give fuch a de* 
Icnption of It from feveral authors, as would incline to think that it was the other 
kana. About three miles further is the fpot where they fay the difciples plucked the 
ears of corn, as they went through the fields on a fabbath day §. 

fw-elve iniles north north eaft from Nazareth, we came to the mount of Beatitudes 

fen-'O" II i !t Is ibout ten mite north 

of Mount 1 abor. From the plain to the fouth it appears like a long low hill with a 
mount at the eaft and weft end, from which it feems to have the name of krn-el- 
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Hutin [The horns of HutinJ the village of Hutin being under it. At the firfl: fight 
tlie whole hill appears to be rocky cind uneven^ but the eaftern mount is a level furfece 
covered with fine herbage; and here^ they fay, it was that thofe blefliogs proceeded 
out of the mouth of the Redeemer of mankind j the mount is ninety paces long, and 
fixty wide. About the middle of tins eaftem mount are the foundations of a fmall, 
chtv Ji twenty-two feet fquare, on a ground a little elevated, which probably is the 
place where they fuppofed dur Saviour was when he Ipake to his difciples. To the weft of 
it there is a cillern under ground, which might fen^e for the ufe of thole who had the c^e 
of the church. About two miles to the eaft, near the brow of this high ground which 
runs to the fea of Tiberias, there are feveral lai'ge black ftones; two of them Hand 
together, and are larger than the reft ; and, it is faid, Chrift bleffed the loaves on 
them, when he fed the five thoufand, whom he made to fit down on the grafs 

The hills called Kem-el-Hntin, though they appear low to the fouth, yet are 
very high with regard to the plain of Hutin, which is to the north of them ; to which 
I defeended, and went lo the village of Hutin, wliich lies at the foot of the mountain 
of Beatitudes, to the weft. This place is famous for fome pleafaiit gardens of lemon 
and orange trees; and here the Turks have a mofque, to which they pay great vene¬ 
ration, iiaving, as they fay, a great ftieik buried there, whom they call Sede Ifiiab, 
who, according to tradidoii, [as a very learned Jew affured me), is Jethro, the father- 
in-law of Moles. 

Two miles north eaft of Hutin, and north of the plain of Hutin, is a narrow pafs 
called Waad Hymam [The valley of doves^. which is a defeent between two rocky 
mountains into the plain of Gennefareth, which is weftwaid of the middle part of the 
fea of Tiberias. Thefe mountains are full of fepulchral grots, wliich probably belonged 
to the towns and villages hear; on the noilh fide of the hill, over the plain of Gen¬ 
nefareth, there is a fbrtrefs cut into the perpendicular rock a confiderable height, with 
a great number of apartments ; the afeent to which is very fteep ; it is faid by fome to 
be the work, or at ieaft the improvement of Feckerdine. The reafon of my mentioning 
this pafs fo particularly is, becaufe fouth of it in the plain of Hutin, and about two miles 
weft of the fea of Tiberias, are the ruins of a town, or large village, which is now 
called Baitfida, and muft have been the ancient Bethfaida of Galilee, fo often men¬ 
tioned in the gofpei, I cannot find that this has been yet thoroughly fettled by any 
authors 5 and the writers on ancient geography finding there was a Bethfaida eaft of 
the fea of Tiberias, or of Jordan, in Gaulonitis, have very much doubted whether there 
was another to the weft of that fea, and confequently have concluded, that our Saviour 
fpoke of that on the eaft ; ^ but as the town on the eaft had its name changed to Julias 
by Philip the Tetrarch, before our Saviour frequented thofe parts, it may eafily be con¬ 
cluded, that the eaftern place was never intended, but always this town, which is in 

^ From the hUI Kera-el-Hatin^ I had a view of the country round about; to the fivuth weft I faw Jebel- 
fejar^ extending to Sephor; Elmiham was mentioned to the fouth of it; 1 faw the tops of Canned 
Jebel Turan, near the plain of Zabalox, which extends to Jebel Hutin, JSegiuning at the north weftj 
and going to the north eaftj I faw Jebel Igerraick, about which they named to me thefe placeSj Sekenecri, 
Elbanyj Sejaour> Nah, Raaneh* Mogor, Orady, Trenon, Kobrefiad; and further eait, on other hills* 
Meirom^ Tokin on a hill, and Nouefy j and directly north of Hutin is Sapket; and to the eaft of the hill 
fin which that city ftandsj Kan Tehar and Kan Eminie were mentioned; and to the north of the fea of Ti¬ 
berias I faw Jebel efheik. From Mount Tabor, Ooadelmedy was pointed out to the north weft ; Kan- 
Jeuna-Jear, in the middle of the plain to the norths from which that part of the plain is called Zaal E!- 
Rane ; Knphro and Sept were mentioned towards the north-eaft^ On the eaft fide, north of Gilboa, they 
fhewed Kouphrokameh, E&aharah, Merftiah^ Ouad-Elberry, Meador, Elhadely, Rounem, Syren, and on 
a hill Koukebel-Houah, and t!ie river Jan lone was mentioiied ; to the fouth are Tiby, Tamerah, Kou- 
profdc-Mefr* and Naounih, near Mount Hermon. 
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Galilee j aiiil though it be two niiles diftant from the fea or lake, yet it may be faid, 
without any impropriety, to be by the lea of Tiberias; there are ruins of a large ciftern, 
9 nd other buildings hei*e, and particularly great remains of a church, and of a very 
fine worked door cafe to it of white marble, and fome columns. 

Three miles to the eaft fouth eaft is the town of Tiberias, fituated on the fea of that 
name, at the north end of a narrow plain, that runs along by the fea of Tiberias, and 
extends farther fouth by the river Jordan, being about half a mile broad. The town 
has indifferent walls on three fides, on the fourth it is open to the lake, and is three 
quarters of a mile in circumference, being a quarter of a mile in length, and half a 
quarter of a mile broad; there are remains of a very large caftle in it, and the Iheik 
has lately built one on the hill north of it; excepting that it is encompaffed with a wall, 
this town is like a village; the few houfes in it being not built contiguous. At the 
north-eaft corner of the town there is an oblong fquare church, arched over, and de¬ 
dicated to St. Peter; it is mentioned by ancient authors, and faid by fome to be on the 
fpot where the houfe of St. Peter was. The Latin fathers come to it from Nazareth 
every year, to celebrate on the day of his feftival. As to the old city, faid to be built 
by Herod, and named in honour of Tiberias, it is not known, w^herher there was any 
town here before that time, or if there was, what name it bore; though fome falfely 
think the town of Kenereth was here, which was in Napthali; whereas Tiberias was 
in the tribe of Zabulon j it is faid by fome to have been built by Tiberius himfelf. 
The town extended about half a mile further to the fouth than the prefent enclolure j 
where there are a great number of confufed ruins, and I obferved, that .the fuburbs 
extended ftill further fouth. Near the prefent town there are ruins of a church, and 
further fome figns of a large fquare building, about which there lie feveral pillars, 
which might be the houfe of the government; this having been the head city of Ga¬ 
lilee, rill that dignity was afterwards conferred on Sepporeh, as above mentioned. Juf- 
tiniim repaired the walls of the old city. 

When Jerufalem was deftroyed, the Jewilli rabbins came and lived here till the 
eleventh century j and at this rime, when they were digging for ftone on the north fide 
of the town, in order to build the caftle, they found a great number of fepulchres made 
under ground, in which they faid, the Jew's were buried j but whether they are of fo 
great antiquity, or no, I wtiil not venture t© affirm ; for the Jews have left the place above 
eight hundred years. Over the gate way that leads from the flieik’s houfe to this lake, 
there is one fide of a ftone coffin, adorned ^vith reliefs ; it has a crown of flowers in 
' the middle, with a bull, or fome other animal, wtithin it j on each fide of it there is a 
feftoon, one end of which is fupported by a fpread eagle. 

There are hot baths a quarter of a mile fouth of the walls of old Tiberias; I 
obferved a red fettlement on the ftones; the waters are very hot, and are ufed for 
bathing, being efteemed good for all forts of pains and tumors, and, they fay, even 
tor the gout*. Authors commonly give this place the name of J^mmaus, the Hebrew 
word for baths j but it is now called by the Arabian name of Hamam. There is a 
building over the fpring, and fome conveniency for bathing. I took a bottle of thefe 
waters, and had them affayed; and it was found, that they had in them a confiderable 
quantity of grofs fixed vitriol, fome alum, and a mineral fait. 

When I came near Tiberias, I fent a man before with a letter from the conful to 
the flieik, who, having much company w'ith him, ordered his fteward to entertain me 

* Jordanis atnnis——^ubi pnma convalliuin fvit occafio, in laciim fe fundit, qnem plures Genefarara vo« 
,ar.t—-amcsnis circtnnfeptum oppidis- ih occidente Tiberiade aquii callidis falubri. flia. Nut. Hifl. 
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at his houfe^ and provifions were fent from the flieik's kitchen. We Tapped on the top 
of the houl'e for coolnefs^ according to their cuftom, and lodged there likewife in 
a fort of clofet, about eight feet fquare, of wicker w^ork, plaiftered round towards 
the bottom, but without any doors ; each perfon having his cell: Uiey drive their 
cattle Within the w^alls every night, left they ihould be ftolen, fo that the place abounds 
with vermin j and as they have a great number of afles, as well as other cattle, we 
were frequently difturbed with their noife. We dined there the next day, and went 
on the lake in a boat, which they keep in order to bring wood from the other fide. 
We diverted ourfelves by fiHiing with calling-nets, which they ufehere; and they ftand 
on a rock, or on the fhore, and throw whenever they fee the fifli. I waited on 
the fheik to defire two men to accompany me to Saphet, . 

When I was at "riberias they were very bufy in making a fort on the height to the 
north of the town, and in ftrengtheiiing the old walls with butti'efles on the infide, 
the fiieik having a difpute with the pafha of Dainafcus; who after this took his brother 
in a ikirmifo, and caufed him to be publickly hanged in that city*j but the paflia 
being foon after removed, they were freed from their apprehenfions on that account. 
They have often had difputes with the pafhas of Damafcus, who have come and planted 
their cannon againft their city, and fomedmes have beat down part of their wails, but 
were never able to take it- 

The fea of Tiberias is a very fine lake; the mountains on the eaft come clofe to it; 
the country on that fide has not a very agreeable afpeft : to the weH of it is the plain 
of Tiberias, the high ground of the phiin of Hutin, the plain of Gennefareth, and the 
foot of thofe hills by which one afcends to the high mountain of Saphet; to the north 
and fouth it is a plain country. Jofephus computes it to be eighteen miles long, and 
five broad, though I think it is not above fourteen or fifteen miles long 5 it is reckoned 
to be about feventy five miles north of the Dead Sea. The water is efteemed very 
good, and abounds much in fifh, and has crabs in it, as there are in moll of the lakes 
and rivers of Afia. A learned Jew, with whom I difcourfed at Saphet, lamented that 
he could not have an opportunity, when he was at Tiberias, to go in a boat to fee 
the well of Miriam in this lake, which, he faid, according to their Taimudical writers, 
was fixed in this fea, after it had accompanied the children of Ifrael through the wilder- 
nefs, and that the water of it might be feen continually rifing up. 

As Chrift^ lived at Capernaum on this fea, there were many very remarkable things 
done by him m and about this lake. There is nothing knoMm of the places mentioned in 
fcripture on the ecift fide of it. 

I went along the weft fide of the lake to the fouth end of it, which is four miles 
from iiberias, and came to the place where the lake empties itfelf into Jordan ; it is 
very narrow there, being not above two niiles broad, and the channel of the river is 
rather nearer to the weft fide. Jordan firft runs fouth for about a furlong, and then 
turns^ weft for about half a mile; in this fpace, between the river and the lake, there 
is a rifing ground, called IhCarak, which foems to have been improved into a fortifi¬ 
cation; and oil the weft fide of it are fome figns of buildings, where there is a very 
long bridge, or caufeway, built with arches over a marfliy ground, under which the 
water flows into Jordan, when the lake is high, making the fide of the above mentioned 
town or fortrefs an ifland ; by cutting a channel here, tliey might always have a 
ftream, which would make it a very ftrong place, even at this time, as it is out of 
the reach of ordinary cannon from the weftern hills, except from a fmall height in 
the plain, which formerly might add to its ftrength, by defending the pafs, there 
being on it fome marks of an antient building, 1 find the old geographers place 

3 Sennabris 


IH THE EAST. 


461 

Sennabris here, becaufe it is mentioned by Jofephus to be thirty ftadia from Tiberias, 
in the way to Scythopolis ; it is a place very little frequented. On the other fide of 
Jordan, I faw very large herds of wild boars, and feveral of them on the fame fide 
lying among the reeds by the fea. On the eaft fide of the fea, towards this end, is a 
narrow plain, where fome geographers place Hippos, mentioned as thirty ftadia from 
Tiberias j I was affured, that a river runs through that plain, from a narrow vale 
betw^een the liills, and continuing its courfe on tlie eaft fide of Jordan, falls into it four 
hours, that is, eight or ten mileSj, to the fouth of the lake, below w^hich there is a 
bridge over the river, probably where the antient Scythopolis ftood; this river is 
called Sheriet Moufeh [the Jordan of Mofes3» and I was informed, that it Is as large as 
the river Jordan, when the waters are high, and that it rifes at the diftance of three 
days journey in the country of Tauran, This feenis to be the river Hieroiniace, that 
ran by Gadara^, which was a town feven miles and a half diftant from-Tiberias ; it 
is thought to be Jarinuth of the Talmudifts ^ and may be Jabbok, the northern bounds 
of the kingdom of the Amorrhites, as Arnon bounded it to tfte fouth ; it confifted of 
the tribes of Gad and Reuben ; as the countries north of it, which were Galaad and 
the kingdom of Bafhan, contained the half tribe of Manafleh beyond Jordan; and in 
cafe this is Jabbok, it is that river over wkich Jacob went when he had wreftled with the 
angelj near which he met his brother Elau, 

Chap, SVIIL — Of Magdola^ C^pernaumy Tarkbmy the waters of Mero7ny the 
rife of the river Jordaiiy C^farea Pbillpply mid Mount Henrnn^ 

WE fet out to the north from Tiberias, and the firft place we came to was Magdola, 
which is at the fouth eaft corner of the plain of Gennefareth on the fea } where there are 
confiderable remains of a very indifferent caftie: this does not feem to be Magdola, 
mentioned in fcriptiire, becaufe that is fpoken of with Dalmanutha, which wsis to the 
eaft of the fea. This plaiif, which is a fine fpot, muft be what Jofephus calls the 
country of Gennefareth, which he deferibes as thirty ftadia broad from north to fouth, 
and twenty deep, that is from the Vale of doves to the fea, which appears to be 
very juft. This plain is a very fertile fpot of ground, but I could not find that they have 
ripe fruits in it all the year, as fome have affirmed, excepting a little fort of apple, 
which is not difagreeable, and, if I do not miftake, is the Nabbok; it grows on a 
thorny tree, and they fay, that they ripen at all feafons. About the middle of the 
plain, or rather towards the north fide, there is a very fine fountain about one hundred 
feet in diameter, enclofed with a circular wall fix feet high, on which account It is 
called the round fountain ^ it runs off In a ftream through the plain into the lake, 
and is probably the fountain mentioned by Jofephus, by the name of Ceffiina, as 
watering this plain. The water feems to be that which was called the fpring of Caper^ 
naum, from which one may fuppofe, that Gapernaum was at the lake where this rivulet 
falls mto it. 

Capernaum is mentioned as on the borders of Zabulon and Napthali; thefe nibes 
were probably divided by the brook Lemon, which having palled the vale of Lemon, 
that is weft of the vale of Hutin, runs through the Vale of doves, and then goes 
through the plain of Gennefareth to the fouth of the fpring, and falls into this lake. 
As our Saviour lived at Capernaum, after he was ill treated by the people of Na^a.- 
reih, and had heard that John was imprifonedf, which was about the lime that he 

* Gadara Hieromiacepra^terflueute, P/w. AW.v. 18* f Matt, iv, 13. 
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eotered on his miiiiftry, fo this place Is very often mentioned in fcripture. Here he 
frequently taught in the: fynagogucj and by the fea fide * ; Many likewife of his moft 
remarkable miracles were done in this placeas the paralytic was healed here, who 
was let down from the top of the houfe t > here he alfo reftored two men to their 
fight, and cured one who was poffeffed of a devil; he healed likewife the centurion s 
fervant, only by fpeakiiig a word % \ and raifed from the dead the daughter of Jairus, 
the cliief man of the lynagogue§. They now commonly fiiew another place for 
Capernaum, called Teihoue, at the eaftern foot of the hills which are north of the 
plain of Gennefai-eth ; where I faw ruins of a finail church of white marble, with fome 
remains of pilafters about it j the ruins extend confiderably to the north along the 
lake, and I could plainly oblerve a round port for fmall boats, fo that this, without 
doubt, was the antient Tarichea, which Jofephus || defcribes as fituated under the 
hills like Tiberias, in which pai'ticular it very much refembles it, but feems to be 
farther diftant from Tiberias than thirty ftadia; it had its name from being the place 
where they chiefly falted the fifli of the lake^. The ruins extend along the Ihore for 
two or three miles; it w^as fortified with a wall by Jofephus, on the parts that do 
not lie on the fea ; and I faw figns of a wall to the weft of the ruins. Jofephus ** 
gives a particular account of the manner of talcing this city by Titus, and of a fight 
on the water with the inhabitants, who efcaped in boats. 

I enquired for Chorazin, but could find nothing like the name, except at a village 
called Gerafi, which is among the hills, weft of the fuppofed ruins of Tarichea; 
though fome think, that it was on the eaft fide of the lake, over againft Capernaum. 
Oppofite to Tarichea was Gamala, a ftrong place, famous in the hiftoiy of Jofephus. 

I went to the north end of the fea of Tiberias, where the river Jordan falls into 
it, after it has taken its courfe for near two miles through a fine plain: On the eaft 
fide of it, at its entrance into that plain, is a hill, on which there feemed to be fome 
ruins; it is called Telouy, and feems to be a corruption from Julias, which was the 
ancient Bethfaida in the Gaulonitis, and muft have been about this place; there being 
another Julias in Persea, on the eaft fide of the lake, which before was called Beth- 
arampta j both having their names changed to that of Julias, in compliment to Auguftus’s 
daughter. 

From the lake Samachonitis or die waters of Merom, to this place, the river Jordan 
runs about ten miles; it paffes between the hills over the rocks vdth a great noife, 
except for the two firft and two laft miles; and the ftreara is almoft hid by the lhady 
trees, which are chiefly of the plantanus kind, that grow on each fide of it, and 
make it a moft delightful view. I took this road in my return from Saphet, but lhall 
give an account of it here. About four miles to the north, on the fide of the wefiern 
hill, is a mount, on which I faw fome ruins, but could not judge whether they were 
of any great antiquity. Some writers of the Holy Land fpeak of Lakum about Uiis 
place, 1 fuppofe, becaufe it is, in Jolliua, as the bounds of the tribe of Napthali, and 
is alfo fpoken of as on the river Jordan : they place likewife about this part of the river, 
Jabneel and Thelia. A mile and a half to the fouth of the lake Samachonitis, there 
is a bridge of three arches over the river Jordan, wliich is called Gefer-benet-Jacob 
^Jacob’s bridge^, becaufe, as it is faid, Jacobpaffed over here, w'hen he returned from 
Padan-Aram. On the other fide of the bridge, there is a large Kane, where they fay 
the fecond night from Damafcus, it being the high road from that city to Jerufalem : 

* Matt.xiii. I. Mark, i. 2J. ix.,33. ■]' Matt.ix. 2. Luke, v. iS. Mark, ii. i. 

Matt.Tii. 5. Luke, vii, I. f Mark, t. 21. Luke, Tiii. 41. [j Jofephus Debello Jud.iii. 9- 

^ From the Greek word pickling, or falling. ** Jofephus De hello Jud. iii. 9. 
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On the eaftern fide of the bridge, BaJdodn, the fourth king ofJerufalem, built a 
fortrefs againft the Saracens on a rifing ground, probably on this very fpot. I went 
oyer this bridge into that country that was called Gaulonitis, which was part of the 
kmgdom of Baflian, and afterwards made the half tribe of Manafleh beyond Jordan. 
In this country, to the eall of the bridge, tliey mentioned two places; one is called 
Edouera, and the other Zoar. 

A fmall mile below the bridge, there is an oblong fquare hill, which feems to have 
been made by art; round the fummit of it are the foundations of a lirong wall; 
and at the fouth end, and on the eali: fide, I faw the remains of two very handfome 
gates of hewn Hone, with round turrets at the corners: at the north end there is 
a great heap of ruins, probably of a callle j the whole is about half a mile in circura— 
lerence, there are Ibnie figns of a fuburbs, to the ibuth, on a lower ground, which 
feems to have been fortified. This place is now called Kaifar-aterah, or Gefer-aterah, 
and it feems to have been an improvement of the Romans; but what place it could 
be, I cannot conjefture, unleis it was 1 helia. A mile above the bridge is a mineral 
water, which feemed to be of fulphur and iron^ it is walled in, as if it had been for- 
meily frequented. About half way between this place and the lake Samachonitis, 
is a little hill with ruins on it, which they now call the town of Jacob} fome, by con- 
jedlure, place Haro flieth here, which was the city of Sil'era, general of Jabin king of 
Hazor, being in the tribe of Napthaii, and on this lake. 

We came to the lake Samachonitis, called in fcripture the waters of Merom, and 
at this time Bahr-el-Houly ; it is mentioned by the antients as a hundred and twenty 
ftadia, or fifteen miles from Julias, though I think, it cannot be above ten or twelve 
miles at the moll it is fimated on the eaft fide of an uneven country, which extends 
above five miles weft to the mountains of Napthaii: Jofephus fays the lake was fevea 
miles long, but it is not above two miles broad, except at the north end, where it may 
be iAout four} the waters are muddy, and efteemed unwholelbnie, having foinethino" 
of the nature of the water of a morals, which is partly caufed by their ftopping the 
brooks on the weft fide, in order to water the' country} fo that the water palfes through 
the earth into this Jake} it is alfo in fome meafure owing to the muddinefs of its bed. 
Mtet the fnows are melted, and the waters fallen, it is only a marfli, through which 
tlie rw^ Jordan runs. The waters, by paffing through the rocky bed towards the 
lea ot liberias, fettle, purily, and become very wholefome. I obferved two rifing 
grounds on the weft fide of it, and a third towards the north weft corner, on which 
probably were fome of thofe ancient towns mentioned on this lake, particulai'ly 
baanmm, placed by fome geographers here } it was in this country, and at thefe waters, 
that Joflma fraote Jabm king of Hazor, and all his allies. 

_ From the waters of Merom, we faw very plainly JebehSheik } at the foot of it the 
river Jordan rifes, which is called in Arabic, Shriaah, Aiuiently it was the common 
the Jordan rofe north weft ofPaneas, afterwards called CBefarea Philippi - 
. tetrarch made an experiment, which proved, that it rofe out of the lalce 

Phiala, firt^n mifos to the north eaft of that city *, and is now computed to be 
about four hours diftant from it. This difcovery was made by throwing Itraw into the 
lake, which appeared at the place where the river comes out near Paneasf ■ the river 
might alfo be enlarged by other fprings. I cannot certainly find how fa^ the city 
Paneas was from the lake Samachomtis, but it is thought to have been very near it 

^ Jofepliiis Be belio JudalcOj iii, 9* f Ibid, 

i It is fome where meittionedj if I do not miftake, that it was s r r* r til n- - 

to bephama, wdl of-Jordan, where it falls into the lake Sainachonids. ^ ^Cafarea Philhppi 
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wrirers of the middle age; its fituation is very high, and commands the whole country 
round; on the very ftnnmit of the hill are great ruins of a very ftrong old callle, parti, 
cularly of two fine large round lowers that belonged to it. he Jews think part of ting 
caftle to be as old as the time of their profperity. I'lic Chriftlans had pofleflion of it in 
the time of the holy war; and I faw on a building in the town a relief of the arms ^of the 
knights of St.John of Jerufalem; it was furrendered by them to Saladin, fultan of Egypt^ 
andafterwai-ds came into the poffeflion oftheOttoman family,togetherwith all the country 
round about it. The town is a little lower down, on three fides of the hill on which 
the caltle Hands ; it is a confiderable town, having been formerly the place of refidence 
of the pallia of this country, on whicli account it was called the paflialic of Saphet; 
and the whole territory now goes by the name of the country of Saphet, but tile palha 
refides at Sidon, and a cadi from Coiillantinople lives here. There are many Jews in 
this place, it being a fort of univerfity for the education ot their nibbles, of whom there 
are about twenty or thirty here, and fome of them come as fir as from Poland; they 
have no lefs than feven fynagogues: feveral doftors of their law, who lived iu the time of 
the fecond temple, are faid to be buried here, three of whom lie in a place, which is 
now turned into a mofque ; and the T urks lay, they are three oi the fons of Jacob. 
I'he Jews have a notion, that the Meffiah will reign here forty years, before he will 
take up his refidence at Jerufalem. To the north of the hill, on which the caltle of 
Saphet Hands, there are feveral wells, which they fay Ifaac dug, and about which there 
were fuch contentions between the herdfmen of Ifaac and Gerar; but they have much 
mlllaken the place, the valley of Gerar, in which they were dug, being at a great diftance 
on the other fide of Jerufalem. If mount Tabor w'erenot the mountain on which Chrift 
was transfigured, this would feem to be the moll probable place for that extraordinary 
event. 

I fet out from Saphet, went down the hills towards the north eaft, and defcended 
into the uneven country to the weft of the lake Samachoniris: we came up with a 
party of men,who belonged to the Sheik of Samwata,and lay there to guard the country 
againft robbers; they enquired who we were; and our men anfwered, they would ftop 
and give them the fatisfaSion they defired. We went a little beyond them, and one 
of their party coming to us, we informed them, that we had a letter from the conful 
to their mailer, which we fent to their chief, and then they all came and eat with us, 
were very civil, and ordered two men to attend me wherever I had a defire to go. We 
went to the lake, and travelled by the fide of it fouthwards to all thofe places I have 
already deferibed: we lay at an encampment of Arabs, near the mineral water before 
mentioned, called Hamam [the bath] ; we went the next morning to the bridge of 
Jacob, and continued our journey on the weft fide of Jordan : when we were at Kailar- 
aterah, I went from the company to view the ruins of the town to the fouth, and one of 
the Arab foldiers of the Sheik of Samwata followed me, and offering to take one of my 
piftols out of my holfter, I laid my hand on it, but he took it from me by force; on 
Tvhich I rode back to the company, and his companion ordered him to return it, which 
he immediately did: we came foon after to the end of their mailer’s territories, where 
I made them a prefent, and they returned. We went to the lake of Tiberias, and 
Tarichea, and feeing fome horfemen in the road, we were afraid of each other, and going 
«ut of the way, kept at a diftance, until we found there was no danger. Having 
travelled about a league from Tarichea, along the fide of the hills, as I think, to the 
weft, we came to the plain of Sephorin, and to Jeb-Jofeph at the fouth end of it, near the 
high road from Daraidcus to Jerufalem ; it is a dftern under ground, into which,' they 
lay, Jofeph’s brethren threw him; but this was at Dothan, which is mentioned as near 

^ ^ Bethel 
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Bethel or Bethulia ; and as Saphet has falfely been thought by fome to be Betliulia, 
which was befieged by Hoiofernes, this feems to be the occafion of that nilftake. It 
is faid in fcripture, that Jacob, when he returned from Padan-aram, went firft to 
Shalem, a city of Shechem, and afterwards to Bethel, then called Luz ; and it is 
probable from the hiftory of Jofeph, that Dothan was near Shechem, becaufe when he 
was fent to his brethren to Shechein, he was told they were gone to Dothan, which 
was probably to the eafl of Shecheni- Dothan alfo could not be a great wzj from 
Bethulia, becaufe Holofernes's army extended from BethuHa to Dothan; and though 
this place might antiently have been called Dothan, as it Is at prefent by the Jews, yet its 
great diftance. from Shechem makes it unlikely to be the place wdiere Jofeph went to 
his brethren, as it is at the diftance of two or three ordinaiy days journey, and could 
not be performed in lefs than five or fix days, with the cattle which they were charged 
to feed. The well of Jofeph is witliin an enclofed court, in which there is a Turfilh 
praying place : as it was very hot, we repofed there till night, and then went on. A 
little to the north is Jebbal, a hill with a ruined village on it, and alfo a place called 
Renety, and near the ciftern of Jofeph is a mofque, and a flieik’s burial place, called 
Sheik Abdallah. About midnight we halted and flept under a tree, and at break of 
day purfued our journey: we /topped at a village three hours from Acre, where the 
Iheik entertained us very handfomely, and prefented me with a live partridge, of a large 
beautiful kind, called the Francoliiie, which is thought to be the birds that Horace 
calls Attagen lonicus 

Chap. XX, “ Of Lihanon and Antilibanon^ and of the FonnfahUy AqvtedtiBs^ and City 

of Tyre* 

I SET out from Acre northward on the twenty-eighth of May; we pafied by Sem- 
mars, or Saint Mary*s, on a low hill, where there are remains of a wall of hewn ftone, 
fo that probably it was a convent ^ and about this place might be the caftle of Lambert, 
mentioned in the account of the holy wars, as four miles north of Acre. We pafied 
by Mefrah, and came to Zeb, near the fea, which is thought to be Achzib, in the tribe 
of Aflier, mentioned in fcripture f, and was one of thofe cities, out of which the chil¬ 
dren of Ifrael could not drive the ancient inhabitants J. Saint Jerom fays, it was after¬ 
wards called Ecdippa, which is fpokm of by feveral authors §, who place it indeed 
further from Acre \\; it is mentioned as on a low hill over the fea ^ and Jofephus ^ 
feems to fay, that the old name of it was Arce; there are fome ruins about this 
place. 1 obferved, that at a diftance in the water there are large flat rocks ; and as 
it is a fort of bay, flieltered by the hills to the north, it is probable, that it was antiently 
a port. To the ibuth of this place is the bed of a winter torrent, over which there Is 
a fine bridge of one arch ; and to the north eaft there is a covered fountain and a ruin 
near it. About three miles further there is a fountain, called Miefiierty; weft of it are 
remains of a ftrong wall to confine the water that ran from this fpring. Under the 
northern hills there is a village called Bercea, which is to the eaft of the road. This is 
the firft village under the great fiieiks of die fed of AIi,of which there are three between 
Acre and Sidon. 

We began to afeend the hills to the north, falfely called by the writers of the middle 
ages the mountains of Saron, which were between Cssfarea and Joppa. 

* Epodon Ubri, Oil 2. f JoIkix. f Judges, i. 31. 

y Plin. V. 17. It 3S called Aedippus; and EcJJppon by Jofephus, Antiq. v. 22.[et Be hello Jud. 1 13* 
jj i'tolcmaeusj v, 15. S. Hleron. De locis Ebrakis. ^ Amiq. Jud, v. 1. 
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"Iliis end of the mountain, which is probably the beginninc of Antilibaiion *, mud 
be the ancient Scala of the Tyrians, mentioned by Jofephus f, as about eleven miles 
north of Ptolemais, and by St. Jeroni as only nine miles It feems alfo to be the 
white promontory of Pliny §, and is known by the fame name among Europeans, which 
is derived from the white cliffs to the north ; 011 it is the famous road, which is ftid to 
have been made by Alexander ; and the writers of the holy war fpeak of that part 
by this name. Under the fouth fide of this cape, there is faid to be a very 
extraordinary large grotto, at fome height from the water, to which they can go only 
in a boat. 

Before we went up the mountain, I croffed a rivulet called Aikmane ; it runs by a 
hill of the fame name, which has fome ruins on it; on the- top of the hills called by 
the inhabitants Nakoiira, and which I fuppofe to be Antilibanon, we came to a finall 
tower, called 601*26 Nakoura. I faw feveral of thefe towers to the north ; and the 
people fay, they were built all the way to ConHantinople by the emprefs Helena, in 
order to give notice by fome fignal, when they had found the crofs; but it is more 
probable^ that they w*ere built either by the Greek emperors, when they apprehended 
that thefe countries would be invaded by the Sai'acenS, or they might be die work of 
the Chriftians during the holy war. We afterwards pafl'ed over a river called Hiflemet, 
and came to another tower called KapharJatick, which has its name from a kapbar, 
formerly taken there; it is a very pleafant road, great part of it being on a fine green 
fod, beautifully fliaded vvith trees. Having travelled about an hour near the fea, we 
turned out of the road, and afeended the hill to the eafl, to the village or encamp! nent 
of the new kaphar, where the Arabs live in a fort of open huts made with boughs, 
raifed about three feet from the ground, and encompaffing a fquare fpot of ground j 
in thefe they lie at night; I laid my carpet on the outfide of them; the flieik attended 
with great civility; they made a fire near; and here I repofed all night. 

The next morning we defeended the hill towards the road, and came to a ruin about 
five miles from the tower of Nakoura; it feemed to be the remains of fome antient 

* Thefe hiUs feemto be the beginning' of Libanon or Antilibanon to the fotith. Straho^ in his i6tli 
Tiookj page 7^54, fays, Libanon began near Tripoli, and Antilibanon about Sidon ; prt>babiy he means at 
thofe hilla which are to the fouth of that city> about Sarepta. But Pliny makes Libanon to begin about 
Si don, Nat, Hift, v, 20, Though at which fnever of thefe places that chain of mountains began, dm 
may be Antilibanon, which in breadth might extend from Sidon to this place | as it certainly ftretched to 
the eall near as far as Damafens, and probably to the north near to Hems, the antient Emefa. Libanon, 
whether it began near Sidon, or at the famous promontory fouth of Tripoli, which is more probable j it 
certainly extended to the north, almoil as far as Simyi^a, which is near /^rradus, and that in a par^idel line 
with Antilibanon; fo that from this place all the mountains near the fea/ as faj- as to that part where 
Libanon began, feems to be Antilibanon. The valley between thefe mountains, and the dat countr}’’ on 
The fea, to the weft of Libanon and Antilibanon, is Ccclefyria properly to called; for Strabo fpeaks of 
CceleJyria proper, as on the fea, and particularly mentions the length and breadth of it. This author alfo 
fpeaks of the hills of Arabia andTraclionitis, over the countrj of Damafeus ; which feems to be a ridge of 
mountains to the eaft of thefe (as I Hiall explain more fully) that might be diftingniflied by this name, 
and feems to have been divided by a valley from Antilibanon : though, if Ptolem^s authority is to be 
regarded, Antilibanon might end at the river Chryforrhoas, which runs by Damafeus, as he makes it 
begin and end a degree fouth of the beginning and end of Libanon; and in this cafe the hills of Tracho- 
nitis and Arabia could not be part of Antilibanon, thougli, from the common defeription we have in 
other authors, the mooutains of Libanon and AntUibanon feem to have run parallel for a confidcrable 
way towards the north. They arc both comprehended uiider the name of Libanon in facred writ; and 
Hiram lupplied Solomon with the Cedars of Libanon, which probably were the produce of the mountains 
near Tyre, 

\ Jofephus De hello Jud, ii. 10, ± HieronyOius, ^ 

I Fromontoriumalbum. Plin. Nat. Hift. v, 19, Europeans call it Capo Bianco. 
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temple, about thirty feet fquafe, with a colonade round it, which appeared to have 
been double to the eaft, where the entrance probably was j there are many broken 
columns about it, and two ftanding which are two feet in diameter; one of them has a 
fine capital of the Ionic order j it is probable there was fome town in this place. We 
came into the road, where I faw ati antient way about eighteen feet broad, paved with 
large round ftones, having a margin on each fide, partly of hewn done: there is a 
calHe on the hills called El-Kapharlah ; at fome dillance from it is the tower Bourge 
El-Kaphar: we came to a fountain called Scandaretta, near which there are ruins of a 
wall of hewn done. In about an hour and a half from New Kaphar, where we lay, we 
came to the north part of the hill, which is on the fouth fide of the bay Nakoura, that 
extends to Tyre. The road here very much refembles thofe in North Wales, being a 
great height above the water, on the fide of the mountain, which is almod perpendi¬ 
cular, both above and below the road j the way in mod parts is thirteen feet wide, 
though in fome places it is not above fix: there is a parapet towards the fea, partly 
bmlts, and in fome place cut out of the rock. Authors of the middle age fpeak of this 
road as made by Alexander, which tradition feems to have its rife from the name of 
fome places here. At the fird afeent to this road, tliere is a tower called Bourge-Scan- 
darette [the Tower of Alexand^], which the Europeans here call Scaudaloon, probably 
from a town of that name,which is near; this road is about a mile in length. We defeended 
into the plain, and came to fome ruins about a mile from the hill, winch extend toward 
the fea, and may be Scandalium, mentioned by the writers of the holy war, who fay, it 
was ftrd built by Alexander, and tbat it was repaired by Baldwin, king of Jerulaleni 
when he was about to undertake the fiege of Tyre. This place is probably Alexan- 
drofehoene, of the Jerufalem Itineraiy, placed twelve miles from Tyre, which mud be 
an error in relation to the didance, as it is not fo far. 

Here we came into that part of Syria, which was the ancient PIiGenicia, a country 
always remarkable for its commerce, the inhabitants of which went out in many 
colonies, and pmpled Carthage, Sicily, and feveral other countries, Ptolemy, indeed, 
makes It to begin about Dora, near C:efarea on the fea, and to extend northward to the 
river Eleiitherus, beyond Tripoli, which empties itfelf into the fea not far from the ifle 
or Aradus. 

Near the ruins beforementioned, is a place called Elmihten, and a little further the- 
fprir^ Em-el-Hamerah [the red fpring], we came to the bed of the torrent Shebria, 
acrols which there are remains of a wail fifteen feet thick, that was probably made to 
keep up the water for the life of the armies that were in thefe parts. The guides men¬ 
tioned a place on the hills, called Cana; and if apaffage of Jofliua % and St. Jerom’s 
TOinment on it, may be interpreted of a town in this part, and not of the noted Cana of 
tralilee, poiiioly this may be the place. 

We came to the fountains which fupplied the aquedufts of Tyre; they are called, as 
they informed me, Talioun t; we found the great foeik of thefe parts with a confider- 
able company of attendants who had flopped there, but fooii went away; it being 
uiual for than to halt wherever they meet with a fpring |. Thefe fountains are about 
a league and a half fouth eaft of Tyre, and are called, the Fountains of Solomon ; they 
are faid, though I know not on what foundation, to have been made by him, at the 
lime when he cultivated an alUance with Hiram, king of Tyre, to facilitate the building; 


* Jbfliuaj XIX, zS, 

Jebel'Sheifo and villages on the hills of the following names, 
hillB. Emuian, Elalily, and a part called, Quad Shayty, which I fuppofe is a vale among the 


t Mauadrel was told, that it was called Rofclayu, that is, the head of the fpHng, 
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of the temple of Jerufalem; and are fuppofed to be the well mentioned by him In the 
Canticles “ as a fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, and ftreams front 
Lebanon.” 

Near the north-eafl: corner of the great bay, which Is fouth of Tyre, there is a 
fountain inclofed in the fame manner as the others, except that the walls are not lb 
high ■ and I faw the foundations and remains of an aqueduft, which appears to have 
been low, and not to have been built on arches j it probably went to old Tyre, which 
feems to have been in this corner * of the bay, becaufe near the fprmg there is a little 
hill, which, ill all probability, is the very mount that Nebuchadnezzar raifed in 
order to take that city, which was deftroyed, as defcribed by the prophet Ezekiel t; 
and I faw a ruin to the fouth eafl; of this hill. It is no wonder, that there are no 
figns of the ancient city, fince Alexander carried all the remains of it away, in order 
to join new Tyre to the continent; and as it is a fandy fliore, the face of every thing 
is altered, and the great aqueduS:, in many parts, is almoft buried in the fand. 

New Tyre is now called Sur, which is the ancient name of Tyre, and this having 
been the chief city of the whole country, poffibly Syria might receive its name from 
Sur. 'llie Tyrians retired to this place, which was then an ifland, and made fo great 
a Hand againfr Alexander the Great, tliat though it is laid to have been half a mile from 
the land, yet he joined it to the continent, and made it a peniiifula J ; if it was fo far 
from the land, which, I think, is much to be doubted, it mufl; have been a very fmall 
illand, and a work of very great expence to join it to the continent. I obferved a hollow 
ground that crofled the peninfiila; and the higher ground to the weft of it was probably 
the eaft part of the ifland. There are fome few remains of the walls all round, and of 
a port on the north fide, defended by ftrong walls j at the eaft end alfo there are ruins 
of two great fquare towers, very ftrongly built, which feem to have ferved for refervoirs 
of water from the aqueduft, in order to diftribute it all over the city; for there are 
foundatlous of a thick wall from one to the other, which probably are remains of the 
aquediidt. The eaft of the city appears to have been defended by three walls, and as 
many foITes. As we approached towards Tyre, we faw fevenil vultures, and fiiot at 
them. I went to the houfe of a Maronite, who was agent for the French here, it being 
a place where they export great quantities of corn, and even Malta itfelf is fupplied 
from this place. 

Within the walls there are ruins of a very large church, built of hewn ftone, both 
witliln and without, in the Syrian tafte, with three naves, each of them ending in a 
femicircle ^ there are alfo very perfeft remains of feveral 'buildings to the north of it, 
which probably belonged to the archiepifcopal palace. 1 faw alfo fome granite pillars, 
which, they fay, are the remains of a church dedicated to St. John, and near it is the 
ruinous church of St. Thomas, part of which is repaired, and ferves as a church for 
two or three Chriftian families that are there j befides thefe, there are few other inha¬ 
bitants, except fome Janizaries who live in a mean caftle near the port j to the weft of 
which is the cuftom-houfe; there are alfo ruins of two or three other churches, but 
nothing that carries any great figns of antiquity. Both Origen and the emperor Fre¬ 
deric Barbaroffa were buried in tire cathedral church. 

According to Pliny’s account, there feems to have been a friburb that extended to 
old Tyre, the whole city and fuburbs having been nineteen miles in compafs, for old 

SolDmon’s So:Tg, IV, 15, f 7, 

^ % Tjrm quondam la^ula, praealto man feptiogentis palTibus divifa, nunc vero Alexandri oppuguantis ope- 
nhm continens.——Circuitus xix, mill. oft, mtra Palaetyro inclufa. Oppidmn ipfujii xxii ftadia 

obtineut, FHoii Nat, Hill, v. 17. 
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Tyre was three miles anti three quarters diftant from this ifland. He makes Tyre alfo 
to be near two miles and a half in circumference, though it does not feera to be half a 
mile long, nor a quarter of a mile broad. 

Tyre was at firit governed by its o^vn kings it was befieged, without fuccefs, by 
Salmanafar, king of Alfyria * ; and afterwards taken and deftroyed by Nebuchodonofor, 
king of Babylon, as it is computed, near feventeen hundred years after its foundation 
Tyre was then on the continent, though without doubt the illand was inhabited, becaufe 
we find mention made of it in fcripture J, and elfewhere, even in the time of Solomon § j 
but ^ the prophecy that Tyre fliould be built no more ||, mull be underllood of the 
ancient city on the continent. The city on the ifland feems anciently to have been con- 
fidered as the new city; here the government feems to have relided, and it is probable 
went to the illand on the invafiou of Salmanafar. The city on the continent probably 
then began to be diftinguifhed from it by the name of old Ty^'e, or Palsetyrns ; for'it is 
faid, that old Tyre and fome other cities revolted from the government of the Tyrians 
to the kings of Aflyria The city on the ifland was rebuilt feventy years after it was 
deftroyed, and, about mo hundred years after that, it was taken by Alexander the 
Great, and joined to the continent- The inhabitants of this place became very zealous 
Chriftians; atid it was made the firft archbifhopric under the patriarchate of Jeru- 
falem ; it was taken by the Saracens, and afterwards by the Chriftians, in the time of 
the holy war; in one thoufand two hundred and eighty-nine, it was retaken by the 
Saracens, and the Chriftians were permitted to go away with their eflfefts j from this 
time it is probable its ruin may be dated. This city was anciently famous for the 
worlltip of Jupiter Olympius, and Hercules; and there were temples in it built to 
them ; it is not at prefent noted for the Tyrian purple, which was extrafted from the 
fhell filh called Murex**, and was fo dear, that it was only ufed by princes; thouo-h 
without doubt it might ftil] be made, it other materials were not found to ferve for 
this purpofe at much eafier rates. The harbour north of the peninfula is fo good that all 
ihips, wfaofe bufinefs in the winter leads them to traffic with the merchants of Sidon, 
are obliged, by the contrafi: of infurance, to harbour here, where they take in their 
loading. 

Near the aqueduft, without the town, I faw a ruin, which probably is the place, 
where, according to a tradition, which they had in the middle ages, though it is now 
our Saviour preached, when be came into the parts of Tyre and Sidon; and on 
this coaft it was that he cured the daughter of the Canaanitilh woman ft- And St. Paul 
was at Tyre when they difluaded him from going up to Jerufalem, on their apprehend¬ 
ing what dangers would befall him J|. 


Chap. XXL — Of the river Cafmy, of Sarepta, and Sidon^ 

TWO miles to the north of Tyre, in the road to Sidon, there is a fpring called 
Bakwok; it appears to have been enclofed with a wall; the waters are not veiy 
good, being a little fait. I obferved the foundations of a wall that went from it 
to Tyre, which may be the remains of an aquedufl; to convey the water to the city for 

Two leagues further is the river Cafmy, commonly called by travellers The Cafimir, 


* Antiq. Jud. ir. 14. J Vide Jofeph. AntJq. Jud. ix. 14. + Ifekh, xxm ■». 6- 

e . xxn. ij. xxvii, 4. 32. xxtiu. 2. § Jofeph. Antiq. viii. 2. || Ezek. xxKi, 14, 21. xxviii. ly. 

m joieph. Antiq IX. 14. ** None omms ejus nobilitasconchylio atquc purpura conttat, PHn. Nat. 

etStrabooi,75?. ft Matt. xv.ax. Mark,rii.24. « A^^s. 3.4 
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which the writers of the middle age falfely imagine to be the river Eleutherus, whereas 
that river was beyond Tripoli. This iiiuft be the reafon why the hifliorians give an ac- 
count, that the emperor Frederic Barbaro 0 a was drowned in the river Eleutherus, 
falling oil from his horfe as he was puffuing Ins enemies, and funk under the weight 
of his ai-mour; but as they call it allb the Cafarny, it determines that remarkable piece 
of hiftory to this river. There is now a bridge over it of two arches j it is probable 
that the old bridge was dellroyed in the time of the holy war, to prevent the purfiiit 
of the Chriftian forces, and that the emperor loft his life by attempting to ford the river j 
it is a very deep rapid ftream, infomuch that travellers do not think it fafe to w'ater their 
horfes in it unlefsthey difmount. This feems to be the river mentioned by Strabo, as 
falling into the fea near Tyre *. On the other fide of this river, the hills approach 
very near to the fea, and fome fpacious fepulchral grots are cut in them. The city 
called Ornithon might be here, which is mentioned as half way between Tyre and 
Sidon t; it being a place which might eafily be defended, having the river to the fouth, 
and the hills to the north, between which there is a narrow pals into the plain where 
the famous city of Sidon Hands. 

Here I cannot but make a conje£lure, that thefe hills w^ere probably the bounds 
between the Hates of Tyre and Sidon; as the fouthem bounds of the former were the 
hills of Nakoura j and probably the river which runs four miles north of Sidon, was 
the northern bounds of that Hate; and alfo of the tribe of After, and of the Holy 
Land; and though thefe territories might extend fome way into the mountains, yet it 
naturally leads to this refleftion, how great any Hate may become by commerce j fince 
neither of thefe plains are above twenty miles long, or more than five broad; and yet 
thefe Republics make a very extraordinary figure in ancient hiHory j and Tyre alone 
gave thofe two powerful princes, Nebuchadnezzar and Alexander the Great, more 
trouble than any other Hate in the courfe of all their wars. 

We afcended the hills near the fea to a village called Adnou, where we lodged in a 
Mocot, which was in the yard of an uninhabited houfe. The next morning, the 
twenty-ninth, we defcended the hills northwards into the plains of Sidon, near to the 
fea fide, and palTed by a rifing ground towards the fea, which feemed to be a good fitua- 
tion for a town, " } I obferved fome ruins at a little diHance from it. We then af¬ 
cended the hills to the eaH, to a village called Serphant, fuppofed to be a corruption 
from the old Sarepta J. There are great marks of improvements about the hills, and 
at the foot of them are a great number of fepulchral grots cut into the rock : it is faid, 
that the houfe of the widow who received Elias, and was fo miraculoufly fupplied during 
his Hay with her |[, was by the fea fide, where there now Hands a fmall mofque, into 

* Strabo, lib. xvi. p- f Strabo, ibid. 

Inde Sarepta et Ornithon oppida Plmii Nat. HilL v, j7.—After we bad palTed this place, I law on 
the hills to the call: Eeri-Elkanrah; w-e palTed over a ftream called Sakat Elourby, on an old bridge. Near 
this there is a cattle on a proniontoiy, ftroiigly lituated by nature, and called Bourge Elourby, there being 
a village near called Elourby. To the eatl we palTed over the river Nofey, and law Cubegou ; vve then 
came to the fonntain Elborok, mentioned below. To the fouth of it is TebEhorok ; vve went over the 
bed of the winter torrent Ezuron, and afterwards that of Zaheitanete. Near this is the way to Oamafcus, 
which goes by the village of Gafdi, which I faw, and further north Mahmetfiry j between tlipr is a vale 
called Zaal-el-Gadh. We went over the river calleU Nar-Sinet , and faw the village Davbefelah ; to the 
right beyond it is the mountain called Jebel Macduta. Near Sidon we pafTed over the river NahrJKdah, 
and faw the hill Jebelfaida-Mar-Elias^ commonly called the hill of Sidon, wliich k to the eail of the city i 
at the fool of it is Elharah; and j lift at the entrance of the town I pafled over the river KareUBaropt, which 
I conjeftured might be the fouthern bound a of the old town* 

II 1 KingSj 2ivd. 9. Luke, iv« 26,, 
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which I entered. There Is a little cell in it, where they fay, the prophet lay.- The 
old Sarepta waa moft probably here, for I fawfeveral foundations of walls; and thole 
fepulchres niuft have belonged to the people of this town. About a quarter of a mile 
north of the raofque are fome ruins of a very ancient building, as I conjediured it to be, 
from a round plinth, which projedted about a foot beyond the pillar, and the edges of 
it were taken oflF; the whole being exactly after the manner ot the very ancient archi- 
tedlure, which I faw in Upper Egypt. If this place was not Sarepta, it might be 
Ad Nonum of the Jerufalem Itinerary, which is computed about four miles from Sidon,- 
and twelve from Tyre. 

A little further to the north, is a fine fpring called Elborok ; it had a wall round it. 
In order to raife the water, as there is about thofe of Tyre ; and I could fee the foun¬ 
dations of the aquedudl from that place to Sidon, of which they have an account by 
tradition. 

The plain of Sidon is not above two miles wide; to the eaft of it there are fine 
fruitful hills; whereas the plain of Tyre is four or five miles broad, but the hills to 
the eall of it are high, and covered with wood, and do not feein to be capable of any 
other improvement. When we approached Sidon, I faw, about a mile from the town, 
an antient Roman tnilliary in the road, fet up in the time of the emperor Septimius 
Sevenis; it is a round pillar of grey granite. 

When I arrived at Sidon, I went to the convent of the monks of the Holy Sepul¬ 
chre, to whom I was recommended, and was' entertained by them during my ftay at 
Sidon. I alfo received many civilities from the Trench merchants, and I was one day 
entertained by them with a collation in a garden, under the fliade of apricot trees, 
and the fruit of them was fliook on us, as an inftance of their great plenty and 
abundance. 

Some think that Sidon, or Zidon, was built by Sidon the fon of Canaan, the grand- 
fon of Noah • ; others fuppofe that it had its name from the fiihing trade carried on 
here, which is called in the Syrian language Sida; Bethfida being the houfe of liiher- 
men. It is a city of very great antiquity, being mentioned by Jacob in his prophetic 
fpeech concerning the country which his fons were to inherit f. And we have an 
account that JoOiua chafed the kings from the waters of Merom to the great Zidon as 
it is called in another place §. This city was in the tribe of Afher, but the Ifraelites could 
not drive out the inhabitants of it {|. It always underwent much the fame fate as Tyre. 
During the time of the holy war, Lewis the ninth of France repaired the city. It was 
a place of great trade, and was famous for a manufafture of glafs The Sidonians 
are alfo faid to be the inventors of arithmetic and aftronomy**. This city is now called 
Saida, and is thought to be older than Tyre; the ancients fay it was twenty-five miles 
diftant from that city to the north, though it is not fo much ff > computed to be 

fixty-fix miles about weft fouth weft of Damafcus, and a day’s journey from the rife of the 
river Jordan; it was fituated on a rifing ground, defended by the fea on the north and 
weft. The prefent city is moftly on the north fide of the hill; the old city feems to 
have extended further eaft, as may be judged from the foundations of a thick wall 
that extends from the fea to the eaft; on the fouth it was probably bounded by a rivu¬ 
let, the large bed of which might ferve for a natural foffe; as another might, Which is 
on the north fide, if the city extended fo far, as fome feem to think it did, and that it 
ftretched to the eaft as far as the high hill, which is about three quarters of a milo 

* Gen. X. If. y Gen. xliz. ij. j; Jofliua, *(. 8. ^ Joihua, six. 38, I| Judges,!, jI, 

^ Sidon, artifex vitti. Plin. Nal. Hill, v. xtb. et Strabo, xvi. p. TtS, Strabo, xvi. p.7J7. 

1 "}- Strabo, ib. 
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from the prefent town, Xhe fpuce between that hill and the town is now all laid out 
jn gardens, or orchards, which appear very beautiful at a dillance. On the qorth fiile 
of the town, there are great ruins of a fine port, the walls of which were built with 
very large (tones, twelve feet in length, which Is the thickiicfs of the wall, and fomc 
are eleven feet broad, and five deep ; the harbour is now choaked up ; and this, as well 
as fome other ports on the coaft, are faid to have been deftroyed by Feckerdine, that 
they might not be harbours for the Grand Signor’s galleys to land forces agalnfl him. 
'riii's harbour Teems to be the Inner port, mentioned by Strabo *, for the winter ; 
the outer one probably being to the north in the open fea between Sidon and Tyre, 
where the (liipping ride in fafety during the fitmmer feafon. In a garden to the foulh 
of the town, there is a finall mofijiie called Nebi-Sidon, where the Turks fay the patriarch 
Zabulon was burled: though it does not appear that his bones were brought out of 
Egypt; but, if I miflake not, the Jews lliy that he was buried in Sichem. In another 
garden to the ealt is fuch another molqive, called by the Mahometans, Zaloula, who 
pretend alfo that fome holy perfon is buried there; the Europeans call it I^a Cananea, 
being, as it is faid, the place where the Canaanidfli woman cried out, “ Bleifed is the 
“ womb that bare t!iee, and the paps that thou haft fucked.” This building has the 
appearance of an ancient chapel. Gn the high ground to the weft of the town, there 
is a large old church turned into a mofqiie. 

The highefl; ground of the old city feems to have been a litlle hill on the north 
fide, where there are great remains of an old caftle, faid to be built by Lewis the ninth 
of France ; but on the fiimmit of the hill there is a work of an older date, which is a 
fquare caftle of hewn (lone rufticated, and there are remains of a circular wall, with 
which that building was probably encompalfed ; it might be a wmrk of the Greek em¬ 
perors, repaired or rebuilt by Lewis the ninth.. On the north alfo, by the bed of the 
torrent El-hamly, to which I fuppofe the town extended, I obferved an old building, 
which they call the Venetian Kane, and probably it belonged to them when they traded 
to thefe parts. I'hree quarters of a mile eaft of the town is a hill called Saida-Mar- 
Elias; at the foot of it there is a village called E!-hai-a, and about three quarters of the 
way up the hill, there is a inofque with afepulchre named Jeb-Zachariah ; on the top 
of the hill there is a ciftern called by the name of Elias. I'he Turks have a public 
praying place here. On the right I faw Ein-Dielp, on the left Avara, and further 
Eldielely. 

Sidon is the place of refidence of a pafiia, and there are In it a great number of new 
well built hdufes. 'I'he trade here is carried on entirely by the French, the export being 
chiefly raw fiik, cotton, and corn. Their conful obliges them to live all in one Kane, 
in v/hich the Jefuits, Capuchins, and the fathers of the Holy Sepulchre, have their 
refpeiiive convents. 

Going out of Sidon, I faw feveral fepulchral grots cut in the rock at the foot of the 
hills j fome of them are adorned with pilafters, and painted in a very handfonie manner.. 

* Strabo, xvi, p. 756. 
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A DESCRIPTION OF THE EAST, &c. 
BY RICHABD POCOCKE, LL.D. F.R.S. 

Book the Second. Of Syria and Mefopotainia. 



Cha?.1. — Of Syria m genera}. Of the places bctuscen Sidcn and Bayrcut. 

CYRIA extends noitliwards from PalelSneto the mountains of Amanus and Taurus, 
having the Euphrates and Arabia Defeita to the eaft, and the Mediterranean fea to 
the weft; it was divided into feveral parts, which chiefly had their names from the 
principal cities of thofe territories. Pale/line indeed is looked on by fome as a part 
of Syria. Phoenicia was another diftrid, part of which was the Holy Land, and began, 
as fome fay, about the foutliern part of the territory of Tyre, or, as others affirm, 
near Caefarea by the fea, and extended northward to the river Eleutherus beyond 
Tripoli. Thefe countries were antiently divided into fmall kingdoms, fuch as were 
tliofe of Damafcus, Hamath, Zobah, and Gellier; and in Phoenick, thofe of Tyre, 
Sidon, and Aradus. They were all conquered by the Affyrians, and afterwards by 
the Greeks. Syria was made a kingdom, under the fucceflbrs of one of Alexander’s 
generals; the Romaits put an end to their power; and from the eaftern emperors, it 
came into the hands of the Saracens, from whom it was taken by the prefent Ottoman 
family, that enjoy the Turkifli empire. 

^ I fet out on the thirty-firft from Sidon, and paflTed feveral rivulets, and by two foun- 
tiiins, one called Elepher, and the other Brias. About two miles north of Sidon, we 
came to a confiderable rivulet called Elouly, very' near the hills that are to the north 
of this plain; Avhich river, I conjecture, niight be the bounds of the tribe of Alher, 
and of the Holy Land; there is a large bridge over it of ruftic work, confifting only 
of one arch, , 

We paffed over the hills, which are called the Mountains of the Drufes, from the 
people that inhabit them; there is a tower at the end of them, called Bourge Romely, 
from a village on a hdl of that name *; we came to a bay about four miles over; oppoftte 
to the middle ot it is a A'illage called Jee, and a mofque near the fliore, with a well by it, 
called the well of Jonah, where, they fay, the prophet Jonah was thrown out by the 
whale : here I faw fome broken pillars, a Corinthian capital, and ruins on e:ich fide 
of a mountain torrent, which may he Parphirioii of the Jendalem Itinerary, eight 
miles from Sidon. After fome time we came to the tower Bourge-Damour, and loon 
alter to the river Damour, which mull be the Tamyras of Strabo, half way between 
Sidon and Berytus, and may be the river mentioned* by Ptolemy, as four miles fouth 
of Berytus, which he calls The Lyon, [a/uk ), though it does not anfwer to that 
diftance, but there is no other river in this road nearer to that city ; and this feems 

» We pafled this part of the hills, and came to a plain between the hills about a mile over, and then 
1(1 Ouad-el-Gederali, wbich, 1 believe, may be a mountain torrent; in this plain there is a village called 
Gederah, which is to the eaft on the hills, and Jikewife Eephermaiah, \Ve then went about a mile over 
a low bill, and caicc to a plain half a mile broad. We crofTcd fuch another Jiill, and in about a mile came 
10 the bay. 
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the more probable, Strabo iiiendons the city of LyonSj and the grove of iEfcu- 
lapius* with this river*, A few miles further we palTed by a \'illage called Carney ; at 
a well that is near it^ I faw an ancient ftone coffin^ a fine piece of entablature, feme 
large hewn ftones, and tw^o round vafes of red and white marble. At fome diftance 
from this place to the north, on a rifing ground, ai^e feveral {tone coffins cut out of 
the rock, with large covers, very much like thofe at Zal near mount Tabor; and 
beyond them I faw the remains of a wall twelve feet thick, which w^as continued along 
on the eaft fide of them : this nught be Heldua, mentioned in the Jerufalem Itinerary, 
as twelve miles from Berito, though this place is not above fix or feven ; fo that there 
may be a miftake in the Itinerary, as there certainly is in the diftance between Berito 
and Sidoii; it being put down as twenty-eight miles, though it is not above twenty,, 
as the lateft fea charts make it. The diftance alfo of eight miles from Parphirion, on 
this fuppofition, is much too great; this may be the fame as the city of Lyons of Strabof* 
We foon came to the tower of Bourge^Hcle, and then pafl'ed over a rivulet, called 
Alopha j from a village of that mme, which is to the eaft. We then came to a. 
very fine country, between the cape on which Bayreut ftands, and the hills to the eaft; 
on the fide of thefe mountains we faw three large villages that are contiguous, and 
are called Sukefet, from which that hill and country have their name,. If I do not 
miftake, I was informed, that one of thefe villages was inhabited by Drufes,- the other 
by Chriftians, and the third by that feft of Mahometans, called Amadei, who, as I 
was informed, are followers of Ali, After my return from the eaft, I was infoi mea by 
a confiderable Maronite of great credit, that there had been an Arabic prefs among the 
Maronites for many years j and by the defeription he gave of that place, I concluded, 
that it was at this village, though I omitted to take down the name from him. Further 
in the country is Itefe, and beyond it Jebel Sewene. We paffed through Eourge 
Eigrage, and faw Edfhaim in the bottom, and Iiigher up Elmeleeles*. We paifed 
through a large grove of olive trees, and as we approached near Bayreut, I fouml the 
country exceedingly pleafant, beiug a rich foil finely improved* About two miles 
before we came to this city, we paffed through a fine grove of tali pines on the pro* 
montory ; wliich, it is faid, the famous Feckerdine planted with his own hands, though 
it feems to be a miftake, as this grove is mentioned to' have been of great ufe to the' 
Chriftians in befieging Bayreut, in the time of the holy war, A finer fituation cannot 
be imagined ; it is a green fod, and ends on the eaft fide with a hanging ground over a 
beautiful valley, through which the river of Bayreut runs ; the north end commands a 
view of the fea, and a profpedi: of the fine gardens of Bayreut to the north-weft* 

The city of Bayreut is the ancient Berytus. Auguftus when he made it a colony, 
called it after the name of his daughter, with the epithet of happy, naming it Colonia 
Felix Julia I- This town was taken from the Saracens by Baldwin, king of Jerufalem, 
after a vigorous fiege. In one thoufand one hundred and eleven ; and was retaken 
by Salladiiie in one thoufand one hundred and eighty feven ; it was afterwards often 
takm and retaken during the holy war. This city was antiently a place of ftudy, more 
particularly of the civil law, and efpecially about the time that Chriflianity began ta 
be publickly eftablifhed §* 

* Straboj p. 75fj. f Ibid, and fee note following : 

J In oia maritima etiamimm fnbje6ta Libano, fluvius Magoras ; Berj'tna colcmaj qua; Felix Julia 
appeilaturt Leon Los oppidunij ffutneYi Lfcos* Palahyblos, iiujueii Adonis, Oppida. Byblos, 

Gisjaru, Tmm, Calamos, PHu. Nat HiR. v. 17, J ^ 

I Sec the Ledefiaftical Hiftories of Luftbiu& and Socmes* 
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It IS fituated over the fea on a gentle riling ground, on the nortli fide of a broad 
promontory. The gardens appear very beautiful on the hanging ground over it ■ 
the old port is a little bay, and was well fecured by ftrong piers, which were deftroyed by 
Feckerdine, as menuoned before, for he had poffeffion of this city j and his fucreflbrs, 
the princes ^of the Drufes, have molt of them been made governors of it, till of late 
years the lurks have thought proper to take it out of their hands: to the eafl: of 
the port is a caftle built on two rocks in the fea, with a bridge to it. Eaft of this 
ovei the fea clifts,^ is another calUe; and to the eaft of that, are remains of a very large 
one, defended with a folTej where I faw fome broken pillars. About a furlong to 
the eaft of this place, I came to the old city walls on that fide. The town may be 
near two miles in circumference, and is defended with a very indlCerent wall, which 
on die weft fide, is built of hewn ftone, with fome fmall fqiiare towers, and part of it 
may be the remains of the ancient wall. At a little diftance to the weft of the town 
IS a fmall bay, which opens to the north, where I faw fome figns of ruins, but I could 
not judge what they were y it is poffible the theatre built by Agrippa might be here, 
and be contrived lo as to have the advantage of the hill, like thofe of Pola and 
Frejus, and the fea may have waflied it away. Some authors allb mention an amphi¬ 
theatre in this town. I copied an ancient Greek infcription over the fouth gate. In 
the middle of the city there is a large well-built mofque, fupported by Gothic pillars, 
which was formerly a church dedicated to St.John. There are feveral granite pillars 
about the town, and particularly fix or feven of grey granite in one part, fome Handing, 
and Ibme lying on the ground.. 

The things molt to be remarked in this city are the improvements of Feckerdine 
that prince having acquired a tafte for. architeaure, during his ftay at the court of 
Florence.. His feraglio, which is now only the fliell of a building,, has the air of a 
Roman palace ;■ water was conveyed by channels in the walls through all the apart¬ 
ments, and in the middle of it is a garden of very large lemon treesthe ftables are 
truly magnificent, built with feveral rows of fquare pillars, and there are inches on 
the fides within, with a ftone manger at the bottom of each of them for the horfes - 
proveuder. There are feveral other unfinilhed buildings, that have even a greater air 
of magnificence in them, and look more like the remains of antient Roman buildings 
than unfiniflied modern ones. * 

Ihis town is under the influence of the Maronites and Drufes, as many other places* 
are under the Arabs, and the inhabitants of mount Libanon or Antilibanon dare not 
go to any other town. When I came to Bayreut I went to the Capuchin convent,. 
where I was very civilly received; there was only one monk in it, who refides there- 
chiefly on account of the French Ihips that come into this place. 

Ghap. II. — ty ibe river Lycus. The territory of the prince of the Drufes ; and- of 

the Maronites and Drufes. 

I SET forward on my journey from Bayreut on the firft of June, and went to the 
eaft along the fide of the bay; after having travelled about a league, we came to the 
place where, they fay, St.George killed the dragon which was about to devour the- 
king ofBayreut’s daughter: there is a mofque on the fpot, which was formerly a 
Greek church ; near it is a well, and they fay, that the dragon ufuaJIy came out of 
the hole, which is now the mouth of it. The writers of the middle age fay this place 
was called Cappadocia. In this mofque I faw an extraordinary ceremony performed 
on one of the Turks that was with me j who fitting down on the grouud, the religious 
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perfon, who haJ the care of the mofque, took a piece of a final] marble pillar, in 
which, they fay, there is an extraordinary virtue againit all forts of pains, ^d rolled 
it on the back of the Turk for a confiderablc time. About a mile to the ealt or 
this place we crolled over the river of Bayreut, on a bridge ol leven arches, lome or 
which are of antieiit workmanfliip. This river runs to the north, along the plain 
which is call of the grove of pines; it may be the river Magoras, of Phny? 3^1“ agrees 
with his order in fpeaking of places; though fame think that it is the fame as the 
Tamyras. Soon after we had palTed this river, we turned to the north, and went 
along the arand under the high clifts for about an hour and a Iialf, and came to the 
famous road, which is cut like a terrace on the weft and north fides of the moumam, 
over the fea, and on thefouth fide of the river Lycus; the road being, as I conjeclure, 
iibout half a niil6 long ^ it is vei'y much like tlmt road ^vhich is near the foiintains of 
Tyre, and is faid to have been made by Alexander. We aicended it going to the 
north j over the higheft part there are remains of a tower; we then defeended, and 
turning to the eafl afeended again, ibis road formerly called Via Aiitoniniana ; 
the afceiit to it is difficult, and a Latin mfeription is cue on the lock, mentioning the 
name of the road ; and that It was made by the emperor Aurelius. I faw fome fmall 
figures of men in relief, cut in difterent compartments, but very much defaced by 
time; one, I obferved, wore a particular cap like the l^hrygian bonnet; probably it 
was the Ferfian habit, and may be cts old as the time when the Perfiaiis had pofleffion of 
thefe countries. Under this road runs the river KeSp, as it is called in Arabic . it Is 
the Lycus of the Greeks, that is, the Dog river ; ib called, as it is faid, from the 
ftatue of a dog, which was formerly there. On one fide of the road there is a ruin 
fomething like the pedeflal of a flatue, and below it in the fea, at tlie mouth of the 
river, is a large ftone, which the people fhew for the ftatue of the dog, from which, 
they fay, the river received its name ; and there is a relief on the rock over the river at 
the end of the bridge, which is much defaced, and feeins to have reprefented a dog. 
This river was formerly navigable, though the ftreani is very rapid*. Oppofite to 
the fouth end of the bridge, is an infeription in an eaftern character, which feenied 
to be very ancient. The bridge over the river has four arches, one of which is lai'ge, 
being built, as they fay, by Feckerdine; this river was the bounds between the PatFu 
archates of Jeriifalem and Antioch. On the other fide of the bridge is an aquedudt 
brought four rniles along the fide of the hill, and is of fo great a height, that leven teen 
arches about twenty feet high, are built againll the hill near the bridge, for the water 
to run on ; it is the work of one of the facceflors of Feckerdine, in order to water a 
finall plain by the fea, from whicli one afeends the Cailravan mountains, which extend 
northward near to the ancient city Byblus, now called Elbele, where alfo the dominions 
of the prince of the Drufes end, which begin near Sidon, and only include the moun¬ 
tains. d his part, called the Cafixavan ^mountains, is inhabited folely by Maionite 
Chriftlans ; the other parts being pofiefied by the Drufes and Chrifiians promifeuoufly. 
The mountains of Callravan are part either of Libanon or Antilibanon, according as 
the bounds of thofe mountains are fixed, 'fhe name of Libanon is now given only 
10 thofe mountains that are north eafl and Ibuth eaft of Tripoli, which ftretch northwards 
to Laodicea Cabiofa, near the ancient Hems or Emefa. Thefe mountains are high and 
locky, but the afeent is not very difficult; the higheft parts are almoll all the year 
covered with fnow. It is furprifing to fee fuch barren hills fo well inhabited and 
improved ; they are chiefly cultivated with mulberry-trees for filk-wornis, and alfo with 
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vineyards, which produce excellent wine, far preferable to any other wines of Syria. 
On thefe mountains, a cohfiderable way up, I liiw the rocks rifing above the ground 
in fiich extraordinary figures, for about two miles, that at a little dillance they 
appeared like a ruined city, refenibliiig cattles, towers, and houfes, ;uid even foine of 
them like men. Such a feene as this probably gave rife to the fable of a petrified 
city beyond Tripoli in Africa. The mountains are inhabited altogether by Chrillians, 
and they do not fulfer Mahometans to fettle on them, nor even the pallias themfeivos 
to come up the hills, d'he prince of the Drufes pays a certain fum for his whole 
country to the Grand Signor, which confifts of thefe mountains from Sidon to Efbele 
or Bybiiis; and herefides at a place called Der-el-Keraer, [The Convent of the Moon]. 
The people pay for their lands to this prince. It is a place of refuge for Chriftians 
from the tyranny of the Turkiflt governors, and efpecially for thofe unhappy wretches, 
who, having denied the fiiith, repent of it, and become Chriftians again. Every village 
has a well built church, and there are almott as many monatteries as villages, and to all 
their churches they have a bell, which is an extraordinary thing in thefe parts. 

As I obferved before, they are all Maronites on thefe iiiomitains, and acknowledge 
die pope. I'he patriarch of the Maronites, who, as I apprehend, is a fort of Legatus. 
natus, is eleded by the bifhops, about ten in number, and the governors of the 
country; every diftria having over it a ttieilc or head ; the ufual refidence of the^ 
patriarch is at Cannohine on mount lahanon, hut I waited on him a little convent 
near the top of thefe mountains, he having retired to this part ^ on account of foiiie 
^jif^iipbances in the country where he ufually refides; he is one of the piincipal families 
of the Maronites, was married, and has children; but being a widower, he became 
a monk, and was promoted to this dignity. The bifhops have their fees at forae cities 
near, many of which are ruined, fo that they moftly refide in convents on the inoun-' 
tains. The monks are of the order of faint Antonio the Egyptian; if I do not mittake,. 
moft of them are reformed by a monk of Aleppo, and called Aleppines. Many of 
thefe convents have been built within thefe fifty y^ears paft, and moft of them have a 
nunnery adjoining; but they have ufually only poor old women in them for the fervice 
of the convents. The monks, both priefts and others (as in all the eaftern churches),, 
are employed in taking care of their lands, being perfons of no learning. They ufually 
perform their long offices of deyotipn by night, which are in the Syriac language,, 
that they'do not underftand; and being ufed to that charader, both they, and tlie 
Syrians, or Jacobites, write the Arabic, their native tongue, in Syrian charaaers. 
In the refonned convents the fuperior is chofen every three years; whereas in the others 
they Gontinue during life; and, if I miftalce not, take the vow of poverty, which the 
eaftern monks generally do not, and the inconvenience of not taking fuch a vow in 
that ftation of life, appears very much, in a people who have naturally fuch an exor¬ 
bitant love of money, as it neceffarily expofes them to many temptations. There are 
alfo fome few nunneries that are not dependant on the monafteries, though they are 
very rare in the eaftern countries, and are rather like hofpitals for the aged and decrepit; 
and if any young women are in them, they generally continue in a ftate of probation, 
rarely takin<r the vow, and fo may change their manner of life when they pleafe; 
which miglu be an improvement on that kind of inftitution. I W'as at a nunnery of 
Greek catliolics on thefe mountains, which had been very lately founded by forae 
young ladies of Aleppo, on the rule of St. Francis de Sales, under the diredion of the 
Jefuits, who have a convent near. Thefe ladies were at this time retired to it, to 
perform their two years of probation, in order to take the vow. There is alfo an 
Armenian catholic convent, founded by a bifliop, whom I faw there, and who was. 
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obliged to retire to thefe parts, on account of foine diftreffes. The Latin fathers, 
thole of the Holy Sepulchre, the Jefuits, and Capuchins, have commodious convents 
on this mountain; and the Jefuits have erefted a feminary, both to prepare the youth 
for the education at Rome, and to fit thofe in a better manner for the Maronite church, 
who cannot be fent to that place of education. The Marooites are elfeemed more 
lioiieft, fimple, and lefs intriguing than any other Chriftians in tlw eatt. 

If any account can be given of the original of the Drufes, it is, that they are the 
remains of the Chriftian armies in the holy war; and they themfelves now fiiy that 
they are defcended from the Englilh *. They are efteemed men of courage, and of 
greater probity than any others of thefe eaflern parts. As they, and their prince, are 
proteaors of the Chriftians that live among them, fo they feera to have the belt 
opinion of Chriftians, and the greateft regard for them; though, in reality, it is to be 
feared that they have little or no religion at all; they occafioeatly prolels themfelves 
Mahometans, but go as feldom as poffible to their raofques, which they do only to enjoy 
the privileges of the eftabliftied religion ; and I have been informed, that in fome of 
*heir books that have accidentally been found, they both blidpheme our Saviour, and 
fpeak evil-of Mahomet. They have among them a fon of religious perfons, whom 
they call 'by the name of Akel-; thefe drink no wine, and will not eat any thing that 
belongs -to the prince, becaufe, they fay, it is rapine ; they have private places under 
their houfes for their ceremonies of worihip; and 1 was informed they do not perform 
any openly, except reading out of their books over the dead, before they are carried to 
burial, though, as to this, I much doubt my authority. Thefe religious people meet 
together in their private places, and feeni to be rather like the wife men, or philofo- 
phers of old, than the chief perfons of a religion, in a community that has little or 
none. 1 rather think, if thefe in particular have any, that they are worlliippers of 
nature. I was, indeed, told that by fome accident, the ftatue of a calf had been feen in 
their retired places.; but if the information of one who pretended to have difcovered 
fome of their lecrets, is to be depended upon, they have a finalt filver box, ciofed in Inch a 
manner as not to be opened, and many, even among them, know not what it contains: 
they pay a fort of worihip to it ; and he faid he was informed, that there were in thefe 
boxes die images of the nature of both fexes. 

Ch.^. III. — Of the Cafiravan Mountahis, of Efbele the antient Byhlusy and other phces 

in the Way to Tripoli, ^ 

WE afcended the Caftravan mountains, and went two miles eaftward to tlie convent 
of St. Antony Elify, where 1 was civilly entertained by the monks. MTe then travelled 
near a mile to the village of Elify, where they have a handfome new built church: we 
went ahont three miles north to the nunnery above-mentioned, called Herbenady, and 
were invited into the apartments allotted for ftrangers, where we were entertained 
with conferve of rofes, a dram, and coffee, a young Maronite Iheik being with us. We 
went a mile eaftward to the Jefuits convent at Ontua, where I was very civilly received 
by the general of the million in thefe parts, who frequently refides in this convent. On 
the fecond, I went up the hill to the north eaft, in order to wait on the Maronite 
patriarch : after having travelled four or five miles we came to Ajalton, where one of 
the great families of the Maronite Iheiks refides. The mountains, though very rocky, 

* Somefya they are defcended frcixi tlie Franks, whom Godfrey of Bull- ign brought with luol to the 
hilly war I and that Feckerdine pretended to be related to the houfe of l.otTain. 
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nre well improved, as higb as this place, with mulberry trees, and even with com* 
wherever there is any foil- We went northward, and afceniied for three or four miles 
to a part of the hill, where the rocks appeared in extraordinary figures, like a ruined 
town, as mentioned before- We came to the convent of Refond, where the moiiksi 
are of the antient order of St- Antony not reformed, and have a nunnery to ferve them ; 
all the monks work in cultivating the ground : this is the ulual refidence of the biihop 
of Patrone ; here they entertained us wirh roafted eggs, lb up made with Iddney beans, 
four milk, and excellent w^hite wine, of a good body and llavour- We travelled north* 
w^ard down a very gentle defcent, and palfed by the village of Afliout and Einegrate* 
and foon after by tw^o high rocks, that appeared at a diftance, like the ruins of foine 
antient building. We afcended and came to Eirflveen, where we found the patriarch, 
and the bifhop of Patrone fitting under a tree near the convent, after the eaflem 
manner : the patriarch was a veay venerable old man, and received me with great 
civility, though by fome accident I had not my letter to give him from the Maronite 
interpreter of the Englifh conful at Acre- "J*he bifliop haying been many years minifter 
of the church at Tripoli fpoke Lingua Franca. Bread, wine, and coffee were brought; 
and, after fome time, the patriarch went in; and I was foon called to dine in an open 
cloyfter or portico of the convent. Pilaw, fried eggs, hone)", and fome other things were 
fet before us; the patriarch fat a wliile at fome diftance, and when he went away, the 
bifhop came and fat wuth me. After dinner I went out to the patriarch, who was 
fitting under the tree, and coffee was ferved; when I talked of departing, the patriarch 
preffed me much to ftay, and feemed alinoft angry when he found I was determined to 
go. This Is a very high cool retreat, and we faw the tops of the mountains near this 
place covered with fnow; we defcended by the fame way we came, to Afiiout, and 
then turned to the right, and went on to the top of the mountains, about five miles to 
the fouth weft, and found the country both uninhabited, and without any improvement. 
We defcended to Aofta, which Is fituated on a hill not a great way from the fea Ihore; 
the houfe of the patriarch is there, with a church or chapel built to it, which is the 
family burial place. We found the patriarch's brother fitting under a tree, I alighted 
and fat a while with him, and he invited me to ftay all night. The cuftom of fitting 
under trees at this time, and many others I had obferved, led me to refletl on the 
great refemblance there is between the manners and fimplicity of the antients, and thofe 
of the eaftern people at this day; which Is very remarkable only in one fhort part of 
the hiftory of Abraham, Thus, for mftance, as air and ftiade are very defirable in hot 
countries, fo we find them often fitting under a tree: thus, we fee Abraham, when the 
Lord came to him in the plains of Mamre, defiring the three angels to reft themfelves 
under the tree- Fine meal was made ready for them, kneaded and baked on the 
iiearth ; and now it is the culfom to make bread whenever diey eat, and they bake it 
on iron hearths, which are heated, or on the embers. It is uliial alfo to ferve, to fit, or 
ftand by the guefts without eating with them; and fo Abraham fet the butter and 
milk, and the calf that was dreffed, before thdm, and flood by them under the tent 
when they did eat: the wife Sarah alfo did not appear, but flood in the tent within the 
door, according to the cuftom among the eaftern women at this time* From Aofta 
we went on that evenin g two miles fouth to Ariffa, to the new^-built convent of the Holy 
Sepulchre : it is moft pleafantly fituated on a high hill, over the^plain wliich is by the 
fea fhore; there being a village below it, near wfoich, I was informed, they find thofo 
white Hones which have the figures of fifli in them, We ftaid there all night* 

< We fet out northward on the third, and returning near as far as Aofta, we went 
down the hill to the catholic Armenian convent, called Elereni^ which is under Aofta ; 

VOL. X. 3 9 it 


DOCTOR roCOCKE’s TRAVELS 


482 

it was not then finifhed. The hifliop fliewed me the convent with great civility, and 
fet befiare us an elegant collation of dried fweetmeats, prunellas and piftachio nuts, 
and we were ferved with coffee and wine. We afcended up to Aofta, where I fat 
under a tree, with the patriarch’s two brothers and nephews, and drank coffee ; they 
prefled us to flay, but we went on fouthward in a very bad ftony road, and paffed by 
Der-morran-KeirouIa, a Miuonite convent, and afterwards by Eran and Lubfan. We 
had a gentle defcent dovTi the hill going near Sdidieh and Aramoft, and came to tlie 
village called Gafier, where there is a Capuchin convent, wliich was flint up, all the 
monks beiiig abfent; fo I repofed under a lemon-tree, until the fervant came, and let 
us into the garden where I dined. The Maronite fheik came to me, who talked ftalian, 
and had travelled eight years in Europe j there were two or tliree w'ho had travelled, 
and probably went with him as fervants j one of them had been in England, 1 fuppofe 
he went under the name of a prince of mount Libanon j for thofe who have travelled 
under that chai-after, are the fons of thofe flieiks who rent the pariflies of the prince 
of the Drufes, and being chiefs of the country, the monks here give them certificates 
to Rome, under the name of Principi di monte Libano 5 and they often return home 
very much enriched j for they afk charity in a genteel manner, on a pretence of 
fupporting the Maronites under the hardfhips which they fufi'er from the Turks. I 
was informed, that one of them lately returning home, was murdered in Sicily, for the 
fake of the treafure which they were informed he had with him. This fheik invited and 
prefied me to go to his houie and take coffee; 1 went with him; and a carpet being 
fpread, we fat down in the court, on araifedplace over a running fpout of water: he told 
me, that his brother, a young man who was there, defigned to travel into Europe, and 
even hinted that he would be glad to join me. He appeared extremely civil, and 
offered to fend one with me to the prince of the Drufes, and ail over the mountains. 
Coffee was brought up, and a fowl roafted in quarters, a kind of European difli, the 
reft being after the Arab manner. Toward the evening, a relation of the Jlieik’s came 
from Bayreut, where, he laid, he had heard that I walked about the city, and had 
obferved every thing very curioufly, which had alarmed the people j on which f imme¬ 
diately found that their behaviour was altered towards me j and they began to advife 
me to lay afide the thoughts of going to the prince of the Drufes; and it is probable 
that they were afraid of being fufpefted, in cafe they fhould condufl; me to that prince, 
at a time when the Turks were in war with the emperor ; the prince of the Drufes 
having fometimes given the government great trouble, when they were engaged in 
wars with the Chriftian princes. 1 found it was too late to go away, fo I ftaid all night, 
and went to fee the eoiivent near, where they fhewed me a monk who was a hundred 
and ten years old. 

I hired a man from this place to go with me to Efbele; fettlng out the next morn¬ 
ing on the fourth, I faw a great number of young mulberry-trees on the foot of the 
hills, which had been cut down by a pafha who had fome demand on them, which 
they did not anfwer j fo he came with his men to the Ikirts of the mountain, and cut 
down the mulfaerry-tress ; which was doing them a very confiderable damage, as thefe 
trees are abfolutely necelfary for their filk. We defcended into a narrow valley, in 
which there runs a fmall river, and over it there is a bridge, in the high road . fi'om 
Sidon, which is near the fea; I take this river to be the northern bounds of the 
Caftravan mountains. We afcended and came into the high road, palling by the vale 
Ouad-Enamar, on the fouth of which I faw fome grottos. We palfed by Ouad- 
Eteheny, and the church called Maria Mari. We then crolfed the river Ibrim on a 
large bridge; this river was anciently called Adonis. Travellers obfen'e, that the 
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water of it is red after great floods, which is occafioiied by the nature of the foil through 
which it runs ; and that this having happened about the'time of the feafts of Adonis, 
the ancients faid the river ran with blood on account of his death. It is probable that 
Palasbyblos • was on this river. 

A little beyond the Ibrim, we came to Elbele, called by the Franks Gibele; it is the 
antieiit Byblus, fuppofed to be the country of the Giblites, mentioned in Jofliua f. 
Here, it is faid, Cinyras, the father of Adonis, had a palace; and the city became 
famous for the temples and worlhip of Adonis. The walls of the town remain, which 
are about a mile in circumference; and at the fouth call corner there is a very ftrong 
callle of rufticated work, built of hard ftone that has pebbles.in it. Towards the foun¬ 
dation axe fome ftoneS twenty feet in length ; there ai*e very few inhabitants in the 
town, but many ruinous houfes are ftanding, which fliewthat it has been well inhabited, 
and probably within two or three ages pail. There are remains of a beautiful church, 
which feeras to have been the cathedral; it is of the Corinthian order, and appears 
plainly to have been built before the entire corruption of architefture, probably about 
the fourth or fifth century. This town was taken by the Chriftians in the time of the 
holy war, and followed the fate of Tyre, and other cities of this coaft. n 

When we came to Ffbele, I flopped at a tree a little without the gates: having heard 
a bad charaOier of the inhabitants, I had procured a letter to the Iheik, which I fent 
to him. He came out to me, wdth his brother and relations, and ordered his Chrif- 
tian fteward to fhew me every thing about the town. The Iheik happened to caft his 
eyes on a pair of my piftols, which he liked, and immediately ordered his man to 
propofe an exchange for his, which I refufed. "When I returned from viewing the 
town, the Iheik and the elders were fitting in the gate of the city, after the antient manner, 
and I fat a while T,vith them ; but when I came to my place, I was informed that the 
flieik intended to take my piftols by force, if I would not agree to his propofal. The 
fheik himfelf came foon afterwards, took ray piftols out of the holfters, and w-ould 
have put his own in their place, which I would not permit j he then put his piftols 
into the hands of one of my men, whom I ordered-to lay them down on the ground j 
they offered to give me foine money alfo in exchange; but I intimated, that if they did not 
return them, I would complain to the paflia of Tripoli. I departed, and they fent a 
man alter me to ofter ten dollars; two or three meffi-ges palled, and when w'e were 
about a mile from the town, they fent the piftols to me; for, as they knew the cha- 
rafter of the pafha, it is probable that they apprehended, he would be glad of fuch a 
pretence to come and raife money on them. 

After having travelled^ near the fea about three leagues we came to Patron?, a fur¬ 
long to the weft of the high road. This is thought to be the antient Botrus, placed by 
Ptolemy ten miles north of Byblus J ; it is a bifhop’s fee, and gives title to one of the 
Maronite prelates, as well as Elbele. There are remains of a large church, which 
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t See Maundrei. As the Septaagint tranflate it and that was part of the land given to the 

liraehtes. To it lecnis probable that the people of this place are meant in i Kings, v. iS.and Ezekiel, xxvh, 
9. though the names Giblitef-. jnd Gebal, according lo qur literal tranllation from the Hebrew, would 
mdmeto think that Gabala, north of Orthofia, was meant; but as this mull be Alcahile of the dmifalem 
Timerary. it .s very probable that Gabal was the antient name, and that a name romcthiiig like it was 
alleys retained by the people ot ihe country, and that the Greeks gave it the name of Byblus. 

$ It Teems by milt axe to be called Botina, in Strabo, xvi. p. 7^5, probably it is BruUolalia of the 
Jerufalem fins city was bmlt by Ilhobalns, king of Tyre, about the time of the prophet Elias, 

according to Menander, quoted by Jofephus, Anti. Jud. lib. viii. cap 13 1 £ 
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wasprobablv the catheilral, and of buildings about ir, which might ferye for the pnefts; 
there are ruins ailb of a fmaUer church, which is well built; but nothing is to befeen 
of tile walls of the citv, nor is tliere even a village on the fpot. The rocky cliits on t e 
fea fide have been much worked with the tool; and I obfcrved a fort of a canal cut 
between them from the fea, running north and fouth, which probably might ierve for 
a harbour for boats and fmall vefl’els in bad weather, as it is an open port without any 
flieltcr. All thefe towns of Phoenicia are fuppofed to be of very great antiquity. 

AVe went on and palled by a village called Mafid ; it is to the left, at the end of 
the plain, under the great cape; near it is a church on a fmall hill; about this place 
pofiiblv might be Gigartum *. Pour or five miles from Patrone, we entered py- 
tween 'thofe mountains, which ftretch weftward to the fea, and make that cape, which 
was called by the antients Theoprofopon, where, fome fay, mount Labanon begaii. 
Here thole Arab and lmra:an robbers, who infefted the country, had one of their 
ftrong callles, which, with many others belonging to them, were deftroyed by 1 ompey t- 
Between thefe hills we crolTed the river Nar-el-Zehar on a bridge, and came to a very 
extraordinary rock about a hundred feet high, a hundred yards long, and twenty bro;^; 
there is a caltlei'on it, and it is called Empfiles. We intended to have ftaid all night, 
though there was no place to lodge in, nor any other accommodation; put a JVlaro- 
nite prieft coming by, to whom we Ihewed fome civility, he very kindly invited us to go 
two or three miles further to his houfe; we went on with him, and when we came 
into the phmi that leads to Tripoli, we turned to the eaft> and afcending the hills, came 
to the poor cottage of the prieft ; he prepared a fupper for us, and we lay on the 
top of the houfe, which is a very common pradice in this country during the iummer 

We fet out on the fifth, travelled along the narrow plain that runs to Tripoli, and 
went near a fmall town on the fea called Enty, where, they fay, there are remains of 
a large well-built church. I came to fome ruins that feemed to be ^e remauis of an 
ancient temple; and there are feveral heaps of ftones about it for a confiderable 
way This might be Trieris, mentioned by Strabo J betw-een the proinontoiy and 
Tripoli, and may be the fame as Tridis, placed in the Jerufalem Idneraiy twelve miles 
from that city ; to the eaft there is a low ridge of mountains that extend almoft as far 
RS Tripoli; they.are chiefly inh^abited by Greeks, as well as the vale to the e^A of them ; 
there are fome convents on the hills, particularly the large monallery of Belieimnt:, 
which is delightfully fituated ; and another called Mar Jakob, (Saint James), where the 
Europeans that die at Tripoli are ufually buried. Beyond Euty 1 faw a Greek monaftery 
near the fea, called Der-Naffour. After having paifed under the Greek convent of 
Bellemint, we came to Calamorij where there is a, fmall ftream, and a ruined building - 
this, without doubt, is the antient Calaraos. 

Chap, IV. — Of Tripoli. 

TRIPOLI, now called Traplous, is fituated at the entrance of a narrow valley be¬ 
tween the hills, and to the eaft of a low promontory, that extends about a mile into 
the fea, but is not above half a mile broad: on this promontory were the three cities 
which w'ere colonies from Tyre, Sidon, and Aradus ; they were a furlong diftant from 
each other, but feem at length to have been joined by their fuburbs, and to have made 

-f Strabo>ibid. 


* Strabo, xvi. p. 75 j;. 
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•ne ckv; on that account it was called Tripolis* One of them^ probably the moft 
ancient, which might be that peopled from I’yre, was at the end of the point, and fo 
might be eafily fortified, by building a wall acrofs the promontory on the eafl fide of 
the city : there are great ruins of this wall, M^hich appears to have been fifteen fi^et 
thick; and it feems to have been thrown down by force t it was cafed with he\Mi 
ftone, which is now carried away ; about the middle of it was the gate of the city, and 
near the wall' there are feveral pieces of large pillars of grey grimitei The iecond 
cit)", which probably was the colony from Sidon,. might be at the angle made by this 
promontory to tlie north, where the river which runs through the prefent city falls 
into the fea; but there are no figns either of this or of the third city ^ tor that partis all 
converted into gardens, and is a iandy foil eafily driven by the uind, tvhich has probably 
covered whatever remained of thofe antient cities. The third city, was the colony from 
Aradus, and might have been at the fouth angle, W'here there is good water, and a 
fmall ftream; but as it is a rocky ground, and expofed to the fouth wed wind, which 
is the moft dangerous, and confequently could not be a port, it is more probable that 
this city was in the middle between the other two on the north fide j where there is a 
tolerable good harbour, which is ufed at this time, being fiieltered by fome iflands and 
rocks to the weft* Tliere are fix large towers, about a quarter of a mile diftaiit from 
each other, on the north fide of the cape : but I could not be infonned whether they 
were joined with a wall (which might fonnerly Iiave been raifed for defence along the 
fiiore), or defigned only to protefl: the place againft privateers, for which they ferve at 
prefent- On this fide, where the w^all crofted the promontory, is a little town called 
the Marine; it is inhabited moilly by Greeks: the cuftom-houfe is there, and all 
goods are landed in fmall boats from the Ihips, which lie at a diftance. The Greeks 
fome years ago built a fine church here, which was foon after pulled dowm by a 
palha. 

When the Saracens took the city of Tripoli, they conftituted a king to govern this 
country* Baldwin, king of Jeriifalem, took it vv'ith the help of the Genoefe lleet, after 
feven years fiege, and made Bertrand count of it, who was foil of Raymond, count of 
Touloiife, His terriCory extended from tlie river Lycus to the river Valania, as it was 
then called, being the rivtT Eleutheriis of the ancients, which falls into the fea necir 
Aradus, In the year one thoiifand one Imndred and feventy, thocity was almoft deftroyed 
by an earthquake* I’he Saracens took it by fap, in one thouftmd two hundred and eighty 
nine, and entirely deftroyed it, but the city was afterwards rebuilt by them 

The prelent city of Tripoli is about two miles in circumference j it ftands low, and 
a river runs through it,which, after great rains,overflows, and does much damage to the 
city I there are alfo fome buildings on the fide of the hills ; over the fouth ealt corner 
of the city there is a large caftle on a hill, thought to be built during the time of the 
holy war j for there is a mofque in it which was a church dedicated to St. Joh]i* There 
are five or fix mofques in the city, which they fay were churches; they hav^ fqQare 
towers to them, one of which in particular, is built after the European manner • but 
the fineft mofque has an oftogon tower, and was formerly the church of St, John, 
Ther ' are a confiderable number of Greeks here,who have a handfome cathedral, near 
which the bifliop refides 1 the Maronites alfo have their church : many of the Bazars, 
or ftreets of fliops, feem to. have been made out of old convents and^ nunneries, as 
may be feen by the manner of the buildings* The monks of the Holy Sepulchre, , 
the Jefuits, and Carmelites of mount Libanon have their convents here j the latter 

^ See the writers of t!ic holy war. 
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refiding in this city only during the excelTive cold weather in the winter feafon, when 
mount Libimoii is covered with liiow* This is the refidence of die paiha ot Tripoli, 
from wkh city the whole paOialic is denoininated, 

1 'he river of Tripoli runs through a mofl delightful narrow valley from the eafi:: 
there is a convent of Dervifes on the fide of the hill over the river, about half a mile 
out of the town ; it is one of the moft beaunfiil fituations I ever beheld, bdng adorned 
with leveral water-works, fuppHed by an aqueduft that runs through it. On this 
aqueduct the water runs from the foot of mount Idbanon about eight miles diftant; it is 
carried along the fide of the hills by a channel to the north of the river, till it comes 
within a mile and a half of tlie city, when It crofles the valley and river, on an aque- 
dud of four arches, which is one hundred and thirty paces long; the aqueduft is feven 
feet eight inches broad, and ferves for a bridge; the two middle arches, which are 
Gothic, have been probably rebuilt, but the others are fine arches, and feem to be of 
a more antient date. The bridge is faid to be built, or rather repaired by Godfrey of 
Bulloign, though it is more probable that it w^as done by Baldwin king of Jerufalein, 
and upon that account it might have been called the Prince’s bridge, for I obferved a 
crofs cut on the Hones: from thel'e arches the water runs on the fouth fide of the vale 
by the Dervii'es convent. 

The trade of Tripoli confifts chiefly in exporting raw^ fi!k to Europe, and the cotton 
and filk manufaftures of Damafcus to the difterent parts of the Levant; they have alfo 
a manufaClure of foap made with the oil of olives, for which they were formerly more 
famous than Joppa, though noW" the latter has rather the preference. There is only 
one Engiiih houfe here, which is the confurs, but there are feveral of the French 
nation. 

The pafha was lately returned from his voyage towards Mecca, it being his office 
always to fet out with provifions to meet the caravan in its return; ^ they go about half 
way to Mecca, fetting out the fame day that the caravan ufually leaves Mecca* When 
I was theie the conful w^ent in ceremony to compliment the paiha on his return, and 
all the Engliffi nation accompanied him. The Janizaries went firrt; then the tw'O 
dragomen or interpreters; after them the conful in the Turkifli drefs, having on a 
purple ferijee, or gown of ceremony, but with a perriwig and hat. Soon after we 
came into the apartment, the pafoa entered between two perfoiis, gave the welcome as 
he paffed, and fat down crofs-legged in the corner to the right, having a ciifliion on 
each fide, and one over them behind him; he had on the garment of ceremony, lined 
with ermine, and a knife ftuck in his girdle with a very fine handle, the end of it being 
adorned with a large emerald ; no perfon moved his hat. The conful fat down facing 
the paftia, on a ftool covered with red cloth; and thofe of this nation, and the fecontl 
dragoman Hood at his left hand ; and his firll di’agoman, and the dragoman of the 
pallia on the right, who was to interpret bet^veen the dragoman of the confui and the 
pafha ; the former fpeaking Arabic and the latter Turkifii. After compliments were 
paffed the conful made a requdl for juftice in fome cafe, and delivered a letter from 
Latichea relating to bufmefs: Sweet-meats and coffee, and aftei'wards fhirbet w^ere 
brought to all; but only the conful was perfumed and incenfed. The two dragomen 
oftheconfu! kiffed the hem of the pafha’s garment, and put it to their foreheads, as 
foGii as he was feaced, when he granted the requeH, and when they went away. The 
conful demanded permiffion to take leave, and rifing put his hand to his breaH, but the 
paiha kept his feat- We then went to the caia, or chief ininiHer of the paflia ; a Hool 
was let for the conful; but he fat dowm on the fopha, which is more honourable. 
A Hoolib uled at the paflta’s on account of the fliort habit which the French always 
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wear, and fo the other confuls fit on h likewife^ though they are In the long garb. 
At the ca a’s thofe who attended the conful kneeled on the fopha, refting behind on 
their hams, which is a very humble pofture ; we were ferved here in the fame manner, 
except that all were perfumed and incenfed. 

Chap. V. — Of Ca?inobine. The cedars of Libanon^ and other places between Tripoli 

and Balheck* 

WE fet out from Tripoli ^ eaflward on the twefth, and afcending the low hills 
which are over the city, we came in three hours to the foot of Mount Libaiion. We 
afcended about four hours, and then went along the fide of the hills, over a moft ro¬ 
mantic valley, which appecired as if it was fliut in on every fide by high pointed rocky 
mountains, almoft covered with wood. The river Abouali rufhes through it with a 
great noife, but is fo covered with trees, that it is feen in very few places ; we went 
alniollhalf round tlie valley, and turning to the left, came to the Maronite convent of 
St. Antony Cafieeh ; the convent is almoft all cut out of die rock j the large church 
being a grot, and fo are feveral other parts of the convent. There is alfo a large 
natural grot, that extends a great way under ground, in which there are what they call 
petrificadons of water, that being hewm, appear to be very fine white alabafter, like that 
in the grots of Cantiola. In a dark part of this grot they difcipline mad people 5 this 
place being, as they fay, famous for miraculoufly curing the diforders of the brain; 
the padents are commonly brought to their fenfes in three or four days, or a week, and 
rarely continue longer, and even foinetimes are cured in their way to the convent, 
according to their account. They bury the monks in a vault above ground in their 
habits, in which they appear like fkeletons; and I faw one whofe fkin feemed to ber 
uncorrupted, who, they fay, was a holy man. This place is famous for excellent 

^ In this journey wc afcended up the hill at Tripoli s the country to the foot of Mount Lihanon, for about 
two leagues, is called a plain, though it is a very uneven ground ; there are two rivulets run through it. one 
coTuing from the eaft, called Gut ban; the other from the foulh fouth ealt, Abouali ; they run into one valley 
to the well north weft, andj uniting, run under the prince's bridge, and retain the name of the former. We £rlt 
crofted a hill, and then paiTed ove:* afmall track of ground planted with olive-trees ; we went a little way to 
the north, and turning eaft ward crofted the valley in which thefe rivers unite, and turning font Wards into the 
vale of Abouali, we weni over the river on a narrow bridge of hx arches ; faw Coura on a hill to the right, 
and further fouth Nakely and Erkael j going further, we faw Kephteen to the fouth, where there is a Greek 
convent, and fvirthei Kephercakeyj where there is a ruined caftle, and a large pillarthat feemed to be Ivuilt, 
We pafted by Boukpherhouah to the lefb near the road j we afterwards went by fome vineyardg on a hill near 
the toot of the mountains j when wc began to afeend the mountaiHs 1 faw Argy. in the valley of Bilbatlito 
the left ; we palled by Turfinah on the left, and Shinen on the right j the convent Antoura is on a moun¬ 
tain over it; further on we had Ibefah to the rights and over it Ramaftcah ; to the north, beyond the river 
Gutban is Mount Turbul, which runs to the eaft fouth eaft, there being a valley between it and the high 
parts of Mount Libnnon. We afcended up a hill to Caremfidy, and then another fteep liiil, down which 
there is a narrow channel cut to convey the water to the vilJages beneath. 1 faw a church called St, John, 
fin a hill to the right, and afterwards Enite, likewife to the right, and Aito on the left; we deicended 
down the hill to Orby, oppolite to which on the right, is Toiiria; ?n this part there are many pines^ and 
fomecyprefs We went along the fide of a hill, and defc.nded towards the romantic valley^ deferibed 
below, in ivhich the river Abouali rung, and came to the convent of St. Antony Cafieeh, over which, on 
the point of the high mountain, is Marfakeis, under which is the pleafant village of Aden, We crofted 
the valley from St. AntonVf and went up the hill to the fouth, and pafled by Ban, where I obferved a red 
earth like iron ore, and faw a fiiigle chuich on the right, called Aouka, and defeended to Canuobiae. Re¬ 
turning up the hill the fame way, w'e pafTed by Ban, and afterwards Capede. and Achig, pleafantly fitu. 
atedou a rock over a valley ; we went near Biftureh, finely fituated on a wdl-improved hill, over the river 
Kalifhe, which below is called Abouali, the river I have mentioned before ; we came to the Carmelite con¬ 
vent j from which one fees the village of Sheraife to the foulh, 
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v/ine, which tht-T preLrve, :is they s.1o in all thefe parts, in large cailhOT jais, clofe 
ftopped down with clay, but being fenc to dillant places in dunSj it receives a ftrong 
Ilavour from them which is difagreeable, 1 faw the monks in their church, ftanding 
four and four at two iqiiare dcH^s, chiinting their hymns alternately, and ieanmg on 
crutches as Ibme eafe during the long time they are obliged to be at iheir devoDons* 

From diis place 1 went towards Caniiobine, the convent where_ the Maronite patriarch 
iifually rcfides ; the defcent to it is very deep, by a narrow winding road. The convent, 
wliich is ;tbout three quarters of the way down the hiil,^ chiefly confifts of feveral grots 
cut into the rock ; the river, which empties itfelf at Tripoli, runs in a narrow^ valley 
below it, having on both lides tw6 very high ridge^s of niountams, covered with pines ; 
this fituatlon Is the inoft extraordinary and rethed that can be mugined, there being 
only one way to it, which makes it a very fecure retreat, and is probably the rCidon 
why tlie patrlai'chs have taken up their refidence here* The church is a fine large 
grot, and there are three bells hung in a window of it j the bilhop of mount Libaiion 
was there, who generally refidesS with the patriarch, and is a fort of vicar to him. 
Near the convent is the chapel of St, Marina, which is a grotto j it is faid fhe lived as 
a monk at Tripoli, and on the mountains, in the habit of a man | near this chapel 
there are defeents to two vaults, in one che patriarchs are buried, and in the other 
the monks. 

On the thirteenth, we afeended the hills by the fame way, and returning, we over¬ 
took a Maronite priefl; as I was leading my liorfe, on account of the bad road, out of 
his great civility, he would take the bridle out of my hand, preffed me to go afide to 
his houfe, and conducting me to his Ihady tree near it, brought us a collation of fried 
eggs, four milk, and olives ; as they are very poor, it is proper in thefe cafes to make 
a finall prefent of money* About thefe parts I fa%v a great number of young mulberry 
trees that had been cut down, of which they*have corifiderable plantafions on accouht 
of their filk manufadfure i for the paflia having let this didrift to a new Amadean 
fiieik, the old one made war on him, ravaged the coun.try, and did this mifcliief; for 
thefe hills are inhabited partly by Maronites, and partly by Amadean Arabs, who are 
followers of A!i, Going eaftward we pafled near a village called Aden, which is reck¬ 
oned one of the moft plealant places In the world, on account of its fnuation mid prof- 
peQ:, its waters, and the fine impi'ovements ab<mt it. We faw feveral beautiful cai- 
cades on. both tides, mid came to the convent of the Latin Carmelite fathers, called 
St. Sergius, which is a moft delightful retirement in fummer ^ the beauty of the oppo- 
fite hills, the feveral cafeades, and ftreams of water, and the perpetual freftnefs of the 
air in thefe high regions, make the place very agreeable, whilft the heats in the plains 
are alinoft intolerable 5 but in the winter the fatheiB refide in Tripoli. 

From this convent there is a gentle afeent for about an hour to a large plain, between 
the higheft parts of mount Libanon ; towards the north-eaft corner of it are the famous 
cedars of Libanon ; they form a grove about a mile in circumference, which coiififis of 
Ibme large cedars that are near to one another, a great number of young cedars, and 
fome pines* The great cedai'S, at feme diftance, look like very large fpreading oaks ; 
the bodies of the trees are fhort, dividing at bottom into three or four limbs, Ibme of 
wliich growing up together for about ten feet, appear fomething like thofe Gothic 
columns, which feem to be compofed of feveral pillars ; higher up they begin to fpread 
horizontally ; one that had the roundeJfl body, though not the largeft, meafured twenty- 
four feet in circumference, and another with a fort of triple body, as deferibed above, 
and of a triangular figure, meafured twelve feet on each fide* ^ The young cedars are 
not eafdy known from pines ; I obferved they bear a greater quantity of fruit than the 
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large one& The wood does not differ from white deal in appearance, nor does it feem 
to be harder; « has a fine fmell, but not fo fragrant as the juniper of America, which 
IS commonly called Cedar ; and it alfo falls Ihort of it in beauty j I took a piece of the 
Wood from a great tree that was blown down by the w^ind, and left there to rot • there 
are fifteen large ones ftanding. The Chnftians of the feveral denominations near this 
place come here to celebrate the feflival of the Transfiguration, and have built altars 
agamft feveral of the Wge trees, on which they adminifter the facramcnt, Thefe 
trees are about half a mile north of the road, to which we returned } and from this plain 
on the mountons, afcended about three hours up to the very higheft fummit of Mount 
Libanon paffmg over the fnow, which was frozen hard. Thefe mountains are not 
inhabited higher up than the Carmelite convent, nor all the way down on the eaft fide, 
whjch IS very fteep, and 4 barren foil. I obferved that Cyprefs are the only trees that 
pow towards the top, which being nipped by the cold, do not grow fpirally, but like 
taall o^s; and it may be concluded that this tree bears cold better than any other, 
trom the top of Mount Libanon there is a fine profipeft of the beautiful parts of the 
of tf’o foa beyond Tripoli to the eaft, of lake Lemoun at the foot 
ot the Ml, which feems to be two or three miles in circumference, and beyond it, of that 
.^reat plain, which was Ctelefyria, on the eaft fide of which I faw Baalbecfc. 

Though all the people about Libanon drink of the fnow water, yet they have not 
that fwelling in the neck which the people are ful^e£t to who drink of the fnow water 
of the Alps; which may be owing to a greater freedom of perfpiration ; arid poffibly 
this fnow may not be charged with fo great a quantity of nitre as it is in the northern 
parts. It is obferved on Mount Libanon, that in the fpringtime, when the fnowsbevin 
to melt, the waters of the rivers rife, but the fountains continue as before ; after a 
certain time the fountains flow plentifully, and the waters of the rivers abate; and 
then the fountains continuing to flow, the waters of the rivers increafe avain; the 
reafon of which feems to be, that when the fnows firft melt, the waters run down on 
the furface of the frozen fnow without foaking into the ground to feed the fprings ; 
and fo the greateft part of it runs into the rivers j but when the fnow is melted towards 
the lower parts of the mountains, the water begins to be drunk up by the earth, and 
confequently increafes the fountains ; and when the earth is almoft full of water and 
nf courfe does not imbibe fo much of that element as before, it then runs more plen- 
timlly into the rivers, continuing ftill to feed the fountains. At the foot of the moun¬ 
tains of Libanus there is a narrow valley, in which the fmall lake Lemoun, before 
mentioned, is fituated to the fouth of the road. We travelled to the eaft for two 
hours, between low hills covered with wood, and came into the plain of Baalbeck 
which IS about eight miles broad, extends a confiderable way to the fouth, and much 
farther northwards, where it opens into a plain; to the north eaft of winch are the 
deferts that extend eaftward to Paltnyra; and northwards to Hems, the ancient Emefa. 
Towards the north part of this plain the river Af^ rifes, which is the Orontes of the 
ancients; it is a barren red foil, very little improved, and the crops it produces are fo 
poor, that It hardly anfwers the expence of tilling and watering; and they cannot fow 
it two years together, this part having no water but what is brought from a ftreani that 

nfes plentiful y half a mile fouth eaft of Baalbeck, which runs through tlie city, and is 

lolt in the fields and gardens, ° ^ 

a finall yiUage on the left hand, inha- 

naX V ^ ^““Ibeck, except that it has no colon- 

1 . It IS of the Corinthian order, and is doubtlefs of great antiquity. As 

3 It jiphaca. 
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Aphaca, remarkable for an infamous temple dedicated to Venus, is faid to have been 
between Heliopolis and Byblus *, one might conjettuie that it was here, if it was not 
defcribed as on the top of Mount Libanon, and probably the lake Leinoun is that 
which is mentioned near it, as having fuch extraordinary properties t* The lun 
was very low when we came to this place, and we had fome thoughts of itaying thei e 
ail nightj but the people gave us no great encouragement, and very honeftly inlormed 
us, that w'e might ruiiforae rifk of being plundered by the Amadean Arabs, if any of 
them Ihould chance to come that way j ib we proceeded on our journey, and arrived 
very late at Baalbcck. 

Chap. VI. *—Cy Baalbcck^ the ancient Heliopolis. 

THERE are many cities in Syria that retain their ancient names ; which is a proof 
that the Greek names, introduced under the Macedonian kings, were rarely recmed 
by tilt coninioii pcopl6 y of this 13 dElbcck, or rather is a.ii inftnncej which 

fignilies the houfe or temple of Baal. This deity is fuppofed to ^ be tne fame as the 
Sun} accordingly the Greeks in their language call this place Heliopolis, or the city of 
the Sun J. It ftands on the eaft fide of that plain, which is between Libanon to the 
weft, and what is commonly fuppofed to be part of Antilibanon to the eaft, and confe- 
quently was in that part of Syria, which was called Coelefyria proper. The river Afe or 
Orontes, rifes in this plain about eight hovirs north of Baalbeck, near a village called 
Ras. The mountains to the eaft are very near the town j to the fouth-eaft fide ot 
which there is a hill that ftretches fouthwards, part of it being taken within the city 
walls, which are low, and about four miles In circumference ; they are built with fquare 
towers, and though probably on the fame fite as the ancient walls, yet thegreateft part 
of them appear to be the work of the middle ages, from the great number of brokep 
entablatures, pillars, defaced reliefs, and imperfefl infcriptions, both Greek and Latin, 
that are placed in them §. It is very-extraordinary that ancient authors ftioiild be fo 
filent in relation to Heliopolis, which mull have been very famous for the worftiip of 
Baal, and where there are at prefent fuch remains, as may be faid to .exceed every 
thing of antiquity in that kind. It is probable there was fome very confiderable build¬ 
ing on the part of the hill enclofed within the city to the fouth eaft; for there 1 faw 
in ’the walls a great number of broken entablatures, reliefs, pedeftals, and feveral 
finall fluted Corinthian pillars in a fine tafte, and imperfed Greek infcriptions, which 
feeraed to be of great antiquity ; and within the walls there is a large ftone adorned with 
carvings of a moft exquifite workmanfliip, which feems to haveferved for the covering 
of the colonnade round the building, being like that of the temple below. On the higheft 
part of the hill within the walls there is a very fine Tufcan pillar, which probably had 
fome relation to this building. It is raifed on a fquare foundation, five feet feven inches 
high, confining of three fteps up ; the two uppermoft, which are not high, might be 

* ZoliHTtiSji. 58. f Eufebius De vita Confhandni, m* jjji 

t The Itiii^raiy of Antoniiie, and tlie tables agree fo exadly in a very great error, as to the diflance^ 
between Baalbeck and Damafeus, that thia-as well as other inftancesi are a great circiHiiftaiice to make one 
tonjeflure that one was copier! from the other; they make AbiU thirty-eight miles from Damafciis, which 
otight to be corrected to eighteen; though I did not compute it to be above twelve. From this place to 
fieliopoiia, it is twenty-two, according to thofe accouniSj and the real difiance may be about twenty. 

fi I faw one infenption in the ancient Syriac language, and in the arched way leading to the famous 
temple, thefe words in large capitals, M O S C H I D I V'l S t, which probably were on a iriippha! arch. 
On a pedehal of a ftatue or pillar, at the grand entrance of the imperfect temple, is this mfeription, D £ I S 
H E Li V I-> by which feems to be fignijSied, that fometbing wsi dedicated to the gods of Heliopolis. 
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defigned to be wrought into a bafe and plinth: the fliaft and capital are cotnpofed of 
eighteen ftones, each about three feet thick ; near ten feet below the capital it is en- 
compaifed with an ornament of five fefloons, very finely wrought; and on the top of 
the capital, there are two tiers of ftone, which make a fmall bafin, about three feet 
deep. From this bafin there is a hole through the capital, and a feinicii-cular channel 
nine inches wide and fix deep, cut down the fouth fide of the colmim and fteps ; it is 
fiippofed, that this was a paflage for water ; the tradition is, that the water was con¬ 
veyed from this pillar to the top of the lainous temple, on which the people are fo weak 
as to imagine there was a garden ; but it is mofl probable, that the rain waters were 
conveyed from the building, which I fuppofe to have been here, into this fmall bafin, 
and run down the channel, which was probably covered fo as to make it tube, and 
might be conveyed to fome part of the city, pofiibly to the temple, where it nught be 
neceffary to raife the water to a certain height j or it might relate to fome machinery of 
die ancient fuperllition. 

In the plain, about two leagues weft of the city, and a league from Mount Libanon, 
there is another pillar. The pillar is called Hamoudiade; the capital is of the Co¬ 
rinthian order, and is much injured by the weather ; it ftands on a foundation fix feet 
three inches high, which is built fo as to make five fteps. The fliaft of the pillar 
confifts of fourteen ftones, each of them about three feet thick j on the north fide, 
about twenty feet from the ground, there is a compartment cut on the pillar, which 
feems to have been intended for an infcription, but there is no fign of any letters j 
they have a tradition that it is hollow within, and that, being filled with water from 
fome I'prings on the neighbouring hills, the waters were conveyed from the pillar 
to a hill, which is at the diftance of a league, on which there was a monaftery but it 
is more probable, that this pillar was ereded either in memory of fome great action, 
or in honour of a heathen deity. 

On the outfide of the city walls, to the fouth eaft of the famous temple, there are 
fragments of pillars of red granite, and fome figns of the foundations of a building, 
which might be a temple. There is alfo a Mahometan fepulchre of an o£tagon figure 
to the fouth eaft of the town in the way to Oainafrus j the dome of which is fupported 
by granite pillars of the fame kind, which probably were brought from that place; they 
are about twelve feet long, and five feet in circumference, fo that probably each pillar was 
fawn into two parts; they are of the nioft beautiful granite, in large fpots, and finely 
polilhed. The river of Baalbeck rifes half a mile fouth eaft of the city, and runs through 
it; the fprings feem to have rifen in three very plentiful ftreams, under three femi- 
circular walls that might be contiguous, two of which remain j that to the fouth is the 
larger, and has a Greek infcription on it. I was informed, that half a day’s journey 
fouth of Baalbeck, there is a place called Elarach ; and there k a traction, if I 
miftake not, among the Jews, that Noah was buried there. 

In the city, about half a quarter of a mile fouth eaft of the famous temple, there is a 
beautiful fmall temple almoft entire, of a very Angular arcMtefrure, which is now ufed 
by the Chriftians for a church; it is a femicircle *. The fteps and the baferaent, 
which are reprefented entire, are only fiippofed: the ground being rifen up to the 
cornice of the latter, and fo it is Hkewife near the top of the bafes under the pedi¬ 
ments within j the pillars alfo that fupport the pediments are not now ftanding. The 

* Monfieur de la Roque, in his account of his jottrncy to Mount Libanon and Syria, afitrms, that this 
temple is an o 3 agon within ; but, as he fays, that the temple was round on thc_outlide, he may be miftakeii 
in tile one as well as the other. 
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room feems to have had no light but from the door; on each fide of which there are 
two round pilaflers. 

The famous temple of Baalbeck, which has been fo often mentioned by travellers, 
is a moft; exquifite piece of workmanfliip, on which the utmoft art has been beftowed; 
it is built of a fine white ftone, that approaches very near to the nature of marble, but 
grows yellow when expofed to the air. 

The feveral members of the columns and pedefials of the pilafters, both within and 
without, are carried all round the building, and the whole temple is built as on one 
folid bafenient. The ground is rifen near to the top of this bafement, both within 
and without, except on the fouth fide without, where the bafement is feen in all its 
proportions. The architecture of the fides within, and of the further end, is of two 
kinds, that of the main body of the temple being in one ftyle; but the fmall pillars 
that fupport the pediments are only fuppofed, thofe places feem to have been defigned 
for llatues. I went down into the vaults under this part by the light of wax candles; 
they confift of two rooms j going into the inner vault I was ftartled to fee a dead body 
lie in its clothes; the murder was committed about fix months before by a Greek for 
the fake of his money, and the body was never removed. The entablatures of the 
temple, both within and without, are exceedingly rich; in the quarter round of the 
cornice without, there are fpouts carved with a lip and flowers that do not project; 
and the frieze is adorned with feftoons, fupported by heads of feme animal. Nothing 
can be imagined more exquifite than the door-cafe to the temple i almofl; every 
member of it is adorned with the fineft carvings of flowers and fruits the frieze, 
particularly, with ears of com, moft beautifully executed. The top of the door-^ 
cafe confifts of three ftones ; the middle ftone is finely adorned with reliefs j 
poffibly the eagle which is carved on the door-cafe might reprefent the fun, to whom 
this temple was dedicated; the winged perfons on each fide of it may fignify the 
zephyrs, or air, which operates with it; and by the feveral other particulars may be 
figured, that the fun produces fruitful feafons and plenty: the caduceus, which the 
eagle has in its claws, may be an emblem of commerce and riches, wltich are the con- 
fequence of this bounty of nature. 

This fine temple is defervedly admired as one of the moft beautiful pieces of antiquity 
that remains; and yet it is a melancholy thing to fee how the barbarous people of thefe 
countries continually deftroy fuch magnificent buildings, in order to make ufe of the 
ftone; they privately chip the pillars in order to undermine them, and when they 
fall, the ftones are fo large that they can carry away but very few of them. The 
pillars of the portico before the temple are ruined, except four at the fouth eaft corner; 
and four of the pillars on the fouth fide are fallen. There is a wall likewife built 
acrofs the portico before the temple, infomuch that a great part of the beauty of it is 
deftroyed ; and yet the admiration of every one muft be greatly raifed, who has the 
leaft tafte of architecture, and confiders all the particular parts of it. It appears, that 
the temple was converted into a church by the Chriftians. 

There is another piece of antiquity in Baalbeck near the famous temple, which has 
been taken very little notice of by travellers; it feems to be part of a grand temple which 
was never finiftied; the entrance is very magnificent, confifting of two grand courts, en- 
compafled with buildings. This temple, which feems to have been defigned in a very fine 
tafte, is fixty-eight paces north of the other, and extends farther to the weft, very near to 
the city walls ; feveral ftones of thefe buildings are left rough, and others only marked out 
to be hewn into bafes, or other forms ; which is a plain proof that this temple was 
Aever frnilhecU As the other temple was dedicated to the fuO} lo it is probable this 
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was ereaed in honour of all the gods of Heliopolis, from the inferiptoir Before men* 
tioned, which I faw on one of the bafements of the colonnade at the front of the 
entrance *. This temple Hands on hi^er ground than the other, the bottom of Its 
bafement being near as high as the top of the other j the wall of the bafement is left 
fough, and feems defigned either to have been adorned with all the members of a 
redeflal, or to have been joined by fome other building: it is twenty-feven feet above 
the ground on the fide next to the old temple ; there now remain but nine pillars, 
each confifting only of one Hone j they fupport an entablature, which is very grand^ 
but exa^ly ot the lame architecture' as that of the other temple,, except that in the 
quarter round of the cornice lions heads are cut, as fpouts for the water : I meafured 
the top of a bafe ot one of the pillars, on which there was no column, and found it 
feven feet_ ten inches diameter; they are eight feet and an inch apart, fo that the inter- 
columnation is but little more than one diameter, of which, I believe, there are 
few inftances; what is called the Pycnollyle, which is a diameter and a half, being 
the leaft that is mentioned by the andents. To the weft of the nine pillars is the 
bafe of a tenth j and in a line from it, I faw the bafes of pillars acrofs, which Ihewed 
the end of the colonnade; and by the meafures, I imagine it confifted of ten pillars in 
breadth j fome of die broken ones are ftill remaining on their bafes. To the eaft of 
the nine pillars, I found that there were fix more in the lame row, fb that there were 
in all fixteen in length j and I had realon to conclude, that there were no more ^ lo 
that this temple was pretty near in the fame proportion as the other,, which has eight 
pillars in breadth, and fourteen, in length* ° 

The fouth fide of the two courts which lead to the templcj were either never finilhedL 
or have been much ruined, but the other fide remains fo entire, efpecially that of 
the inner court, that it was not very difficult to make a plan of them. The fpaces om 
each fide were doubtlefs defigned for fome apartments, of which there are remainst 
^ the north, *1 hei e are pedeftals in the front, which feem to have been defigned for 
ftatues, being too final] for pillars; if there had been a colonnade, this building would 
have very much refembled the defign of Bernini, executed at the Louvre m Paris. 
There is a fquare pavilion at each end, and the rooms within are adorned with the- 
feme architeflure as the wails in the front. This magnificent entrance is at leaft twenty 
feet above the ground to the eaft, and without doubt a grand flight of ftairs was d^ 
figned to It, the foundation wall being left rough between the two pavilionsand ire 
De la Roque stime there feem to have been fteps to this terrace.. This, grand entrance 
leads to a court, which feems to have been an oftagon of unequal fides, of which 
there is very little remaining. Beyond this is a large court of an oblong fquare 
figure. On each fide of the middle of the court, there are remains of two lour 
walls, adorned with the members of a pedeftal; they have doors through them* 
and It IS probable there was a magnificent colonnade on them leading to the- grand 
temple, and this colonnade feems to have been ftanding in De la RoqueV time, who 
fays, there was a double row of pillars, which formed porticos or galleries fixty fathom 
long, and eight broad. Under thefe buildings, on each fide of the two courts, is a 
long arcade; there is alfo a crofe one under the buildings^ which divides thofe courts * 
the arcade to the fouth feems to have been a private entrance to both the temples '■ it 
leads to the area near the north-eaft corner of the old temple j the other is a way to’go 
loimd the walls of the city, which there fet in to the fouth. In thefe arcades I few two 
bulU in mezzo relievo; one was very fmgular, being the face of a young perfony with. 

* See note f in p. 4.00. 
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billies horns coming out of his fiioulders, and a particular relief at the bottom, fome- 
thing like a coronet reverfed. All rhele buildings in later times were turned into a 
caflle ; and an addition was made of a very ft rang building near the foo th-eaft corner of 
the old temple, and another to the fouth-vveft on the town which they have 

almoft deftroyed for the fake of the ftones. It i^ faid this fortrefs was demolHhed by 
Feckerdioe, and mounds of unburnt brick ftill remain in fome parts, which were put up 
in the breaches, and againft the walls, as if they were defigned to refiit the force of 
cannon. 

About twenty feet to the north and weft of the unfinftlied temple is the town wall^ 
which is only of the height of the ground within, though between twenty and thirty 
feet above the folTe without. The walls are built of very large hewn ftones, w^hicli 
are laid in fuch a maimer as if they were defigned to form the members of a balement; 
it is probable they propofed to have built fuch another wall to the fouth of the temple, 
and to have adorned the whole with a magnificent colonnade or coloffal ftatues oi 
the gods of Heliopolis. But what is very furprifing, in the wall to the w^eft of the 
temple there are three ftones near twenty feet above the ground, each of which are about 
fixty feet long ^ the largeft of them is about fixty-two feet nine inches in length* On 
the north fide there are likewufe feven very large ftones, but not of fo great a fize: 
what I wanted in the meafures of thefe ftones as to their thicknefs and breadth, which 
is find to be about twelve feet, I prefume I found pretty near in the quarry half a 
mile from the town, out of which thefe ftones were dcubtlefs taken. I faw there a 
ftone hewn out, but the bottom of it was not feparated from the rock, which nieafured 
fixty-eight feet in length, is feventeen feet eight inches wide, and thirteen feet ten 
inches thick, Thefe ftones were probably conveyed to the walls on rollers tlirough the 
city; the ground on the infide being levelled for that purpofe; for though the wall is 
near thirty feet above the ground on the outftde, it is notwithftanding on a level with the 
top of the w^all witliin, 7'he quariy in which this ftone lies is very large, and the place 
is called St, Elias ^ there are feveral little grots round it; they fliew one, where, they 
fay, that prophet really was ; though it is moft probable, that thefe grots were inhabited 
by the Greek monks, or hermits of St, Elias, now called the Carmelites by the Latin 
church } and on this account the place might have its name; this quarry confifts of 
a fine white ftone, but foniewhat brittle. There is a quarry of finer ftone at a fmall 
bill a mile to the weft of the city, which appears to have been much worked, and 
it is probable, that they took their pillars and ftones for the fineft work from that 
place. 

As I came to Baaibeckafter it was dark, I lodged the firft night in the Kane. The 
next morning I carried a letVer from the conful of Tripoli to the Chriftian fecretary 
of the pafha; this being a fraall pafhalic; he was at that time with the pafha, who 
defired to fee me ; on which I informed the fecretary that I had a letter for the palha^, 
though for certain reafoiis I had determined not to deliver it, unleis I ftiould find 
it neccffary to be introduced to him. When 1 came, he was fitting with the mufti, 
as they call him, or rather the mulla, who is head of the cadis in a pafhalic ; the 
cadi alfo and fome others were with him, I delivered him my letter, which he read 
with apleafant countenance, being a very good man, and particularly civil to the Franks, 
having lately been a pallia in Bofiiia j he appeared very fond of his fort, who was about 
five years old, and told me that when be returned from Bofnia by Ragula, a gentleman 
there caufed both his and his fon’s pictures to be drawn* When I afked his leave 
to fee the antiquities, he told me I might go were I pleafed, and called for a janizary 
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to attend me. Sweetmeats and coSee were brought; both at my coming and gaing he 
faluted me with Hofgelde, as much as to fay I was welcome. I took up my abode 
at the Secretar)^ sj and in the afternoon went to fee the famous temple. In the 
evening I was elegantly entertained by the fecretary in an open mocot in his court a 
fountain of water playing into a bafm in the middle of the court. We liad for fupper 
» roarted fowl (luffed, pilaw, ftewed meat with the foup, a dulma of cucumbers ftuffed 
with forced meat, and a defert of apricots, apples, and mulberries, both red and 
white, for here they have not the black kind. On th& fixteenth, I viewed the two 
other temples, and went round part of the walls. On the feventeenth, I went in 
ffferoadto Tripoli, about a league to a village called Nead, where there are foine ruins 
particularly of a building about forty feet long; near a league further we came to 
the pillar Hamoudiade, already mentioned. We returned towards Baalbeck, came 
to the quarry of fine Hone, which is a mile to the weft of it, then to the Turkilh 
fepulchres, which are to the fouth of the town, and to the quarry of Elias ; and went 
all round the city walls, and to the rife of the river, which is divided into two or three 
dreams. When I returned, the fecretary told me, that the palha wondered that he 
had not feen me again, and ordered him to bring me to- his houie ^ and whilft I was* 
at fupper, a meffenger came from him to condud me to him. When I came to the 
palha, he was fitdng alone on an open raffed fopha in the court, near a bafin of water j 
he defired me to come up to him, and put me on his right hand; and fignified to me^ 
that I (hould not put myfelf in the kneeling pofture, as is ufual, when inferiors are 
before fuperiors; but that I fliould fit as I found moft convenient. He alked me, why 
1 did not come oftener j and (hewed me a young tiger that had been caught in the- 
mountains, and was brought to him that day j he talked to me about the war with the 
Germans, and a{ked feveral times who was the greateft prince in Europe^ He had 
fent all the company away except his own interpreter, and as I could not well underftand 
him, he called for mine, and talked on fome fubjeas that I thought had relation to 
his own intereft. He afked me what I had feen, and why we did not fiift as the Greeks 
do ; he told^ me I was welcome to (lay three or four days, or as long as I pleafed, and 
treated me in every refpeft as an equal, and with the utmoft politenefs, of which 
there are ver)' few examples in thefe countries. On the eighteenth, f reviewed every 
thing, faw one of their mofques, and a great number of old pillars in and about it. 
On the nineteenth in the evening, we lay with the caravan near the fountains of tire 
river, m order to fet out the next morning for Damafcus. 


Chap. VII - 0 / the places in tBe roadfrom Baalbeck to Damafcus. 

IT is fixteen hours or two fmall days journey with a loaded caravan from Baalbecfc 
to Damafous; the courfe altogetlier being about eaft fouth eaft. The road is moftlv 
between hills, there being three chains of mountains divided by narrow valleys, which 
extend in breadth from Baalbeck to Damafcus, The moft weftern mountains I 
apprehend, are thofe which begmto the north of Acre, and ftretch awav to Jebel 
Sheit^, from which this middle chain of mountains feenis to extend:; both thefe beuiff 
probably Anti-Libanon. The third and moft eaftern ridge of the mountains, begins- 
to the north eaft of Jebel Sheik, as I fliall have occafion to obferve: thefe feenx to 
be the mountains over Damafcus, called by the antients the mountains of Trachonitis and 
Arabia, to which, they fay, Antilibanon extended. Moimt Libanon began at the 
Sbeck “ tliat chain of mountains which is to the weft of the plain of 
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Having laid with the caravan by the river without the town of Baalbeck, we fet 
out on the twenty-firft, very early in the morning for Damafcus, and went two^ hours 
fouth fouth eaft on the fide of the mountains which are to the left; rhefe mountains are 
called Jebel Cheke; thofe eaft of them, I fuppofe to be the fecond ridge of hills, and 
are called Jebel Jourgie Charkieh: we had the great plain ftill to the right, which here 
inclined a little more to the eaft, where the Caftravait mountains begin j to the fouth 
we faw the village of Doris in the plain. We turned to the eaft, and went on the fide 
of the hills over a river called Neytane, I fuppofe the fame as Leytane, whiqh, if I 
do not miftake, runs into the plain of Baalbeck; and after three hours travelh’ng we 
turned fouth, and pafled over it on a bridge. About this place two ftreams unite, whi(* 
make this river. We paffed by the fource of the fourthem branch of it, which rifes 
at the foot of the hills from three or four fprings that flow very plentifully ; from the 
name of it, I Ihould take tins to be the river Letana of the map publilhed in a printed 
account of a journey from Damafcus to Aleppo, and mentioned alfo by Maundrel in the 
road from Sidon to Damafcus, which is made to fall into the Cafmy, We went an 
hour fiirther to a village called Ainhour, on a rivulet of that name which runs to the 
fouth. A foldier of Damafcus, who was in the caravan, aiked my fervant fome time 
before we came to this place, why he wore the cap which the Turks call a carpack, 
turned up with fur, fnatched it from his head, and took away his gun, and to frighten 
him, -defired one of his companions to aflift him to bind him and carry him to thepaflia; 
and aiked our conduflor why he brought Franks into that country. We flopped at 
Ahihour, each company getting under the fliade of a tree j a very obliging Mahometan 
youth came, and aiked us why the foldier took away our arms, and enquired if we 
had any wine, and defired us to give him fome: we readily complied with his requeft j 
and he and the foldier both grew cheerful with it; and the youth brought us what the 
fellow had taken. Afterwards, when I was afleep, they came to us, and aiked if we 
had more wine; the foldier threatened much, would have waked- me, and threw fome 
ftones at me; and laid, that if it were not for the janizary, our conduflor, he would 
carry us bound to the paflia, and in his drunken fit threatened to murder us; the youth 
ull the time endeavouring to foften him ; and at laft he parted. We went on in the 
evening, and came in an hour to a fine round plain called Gebelifha, about fix or feven 
miles in circumference; on the weft fide of it there is a pleafaiit village called Septany, 
which has much wood about it. We travelled near an hour on the fouth fide of the 
plain and flopped under the village of Modoia, near a fpring and rivulet; we lay 
all night in the open air. A little further is a village called Edaidy ; the place where 
we lay is computed to he eight hours fiom Damafcus, and the fame diltance from 
Baalbeck. 

On the twenty-fecond we fel out very early, travelled near an hour in the plain, 
and turning to the fouth eaft, afcended the middle ridge of hills. To the fouth of them 
b a river which ruflies through the trees and ftones, and runs to Damafcus; it is here 
called by the country people the Shaniaweys, but it is the Barrady, which fcems to 
have been called the Sardines, as Stephanus mentions Damafcus on that river, but 
the more ancient name of it is Chryforrhoas, and it is probably the Ahana of fcripture, 
mentioned as a river of Damafcus. 'I'hey fay it rifes in the mountains towards 
Bayreiiht, and being divided into feveral ftreams, they are either loft or fall into a lake 
three or four leagues eaft of Damafcus. We went along by the fide of it; and after 
fome time turned northwards ; the road here is cut through the rock in three places; 
firft for about twenty yards, the rock being near twenty feet high on each fide; theii 
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for about forty yards, the rock being fifty feet high ; the third paflage is near the fame 
length, but the rock is only about ten feet in height- We croffed the river on a bridge, 
a little below which it falls into a large bafin j part of it feemed to run under ground j 
however, a little below this place, tlie river turns again to the eaft, and then it is 
called the Barrady. 

I was informed, that about eighteen miles from Damafcus, fomewhere near the 
road, there is a village called Zebdaineh *, where, according to their tradition, Cain 
flew Abel. Four or five miles north of it, among the mountains, there is a place 
called Nebi Shiit [Prophet Seth], where, it is faid, there is a very long tomb, which 
they fliew for the fepulchre of Seth, the fon of Adam j it was not lafe to go to that 
place. At fome diftance from the road to the north is a village called Sukd, where, 
as I was afterwards informed, there is an infcription on a ftone near the river; to 
the eaft of this, and north of the river is Burhaliah; I faw this place from Nebi Abel, 
which I ftiall mention hereafter : I obferved two pillars with their entablature at a place 
called Kofehadafa, on the north fide of the river, oppofite to a hill called Kepher, and 
about half a mile north of the village of Kepher j there are ruins about them, parti¬ 
cularly to the north, where I thought I faw the foundations of fome building, which 
might be an antient temple: there is alfo an old tower near the road, called Bourge 
Hamane; it is beyond Kepher, on the hill to the north eaft. About two miles from the 
bridge, and twelve from Damafcus, we faw to the right a mountain, which is very 
high and fteep j there is a ruined church on the top of it, the place is called Nebt 
Abel [Prophet Abel]j here, they fay, Cain buried Abel, having carried him on his 
back, lamenting (as the vulgar have the ftory), and not knowing what to do with the 
dead corpfe, till he faw a raven making a hole in the ground to bury one of his own 
fpecies, which gave him the hint to inter his brother. I went to fee this place from 
Damafcus, and found a moft beautilul church uncovered, which -ftaiids north and 
foudi; the wall is three feet thick, and is built with fingle ftones of that dimenfion; tlfc 
buil^g is plain within, the door-cafe is very beautiful; .about five feet from’ the 
portico there are two pillars three feet and a half in diameter, with round Doric 
capitals, one is broke, and the other remains entire; they feem to be of very great 
antiquity ; that to the weft correfponds to the wall of the church, but the other is five 
or fix feet within it, which convinced me that either they were fome monument erefted 
m memory of an extraordinary aftion, or belonged to a building of lefs dimenfions than 
this, or might have been part of a portico before a large temple, for-it is fitiiated iuft 
oirer the dilt; and'there are feven fteps from the clift to thefe pillars, which probably 
led to the portico f: I find there was a tradition fome years ago, that this church wai 
built by St.Helena; though they fay the fame of almoft every old church that remains 
but I could learn nothing of fueh a tradition now. I hoped for fome light as to the 
founder of it, from a Greek infcription which I faw on a ftone about four feet wide and 
three deep, that was fixed in the infide of the church, but fome of it has been brok»' 
oft; fo that the latter part of the lines are loft; it feems to confift of verfes in hoHou? 
of the builder, and to run m the firft perfon, beginning with the year, and afterwards 
makes mention of Lyfanias, tetrarch of AbileJie; and by the laft line it feems to'be 
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the devotion of a lady of the name of Eufebia. This infcription is a confirmation that 
Abila was near, which doubtlefs was the capital of the tetrarchyof Abilene, inentioiied 
in icripture as under the government of Lyfaiiias *} and probably from him this aty was 
diftinguiflied by the name of Abila of l.yfaniastj on account of his beiiig a benefactor 
to it. Oppofite to this, in the valley on the north fide of the Barrady, I faw two jMllys, 
with their entablature, which feemed to be the remains of a portico to fome confiderable 
building, there being feveral large Hones about tliem on the ground. 1 am apt to 
think that Abila might be there, and probably extended on both fides of the river. 
In the tables it is placed eighteen miles from Damafcus, and thirty-two from Eliopoli, 
but thefe diftances are much too great. Every one may judge as he thin^ proper, 
whether this place or country had its name from any memorable aaion of Abel, or 
whether the people, being fond of fables, might not be defirous to derive the name 
from Abel, and invented ftories to confinn it. This is certain, that as die Dainaicenes 
think their fituation a fort of earthly paradife; fo they would make one believe, that 
it really was the fpot where our firft parents were happy *, and accordingly they fay, that 
Adam was created in the field of Damafcus to the weft of the city, and formed out 
of the red foil which is found there; and to confirm this ftory, have others of places 
near, relating to Abel and Seth. 

At the village Seneiah, at the foot of this hill, there is a fliort marble pillar, on which 
are fome imperfea remains of a Greek infcription, fo that probably it was an antient 
milliary. Going on near an hour further, we afceiided a Kttle hill; the river winding 
round it to the north, paffes by a village called Ilhdmdy ; then turning eaft, and ;^er- 
wards to the fouth, it runs by a village called Dummar, about a league a^d a half from 
Damafcus. Here we croffed the Barrady on another bridge; from this village we went 
over a high hill, from which there is a glorious profpeS; of Damafcus, and of the 
country about it One fees the Barrady dividing into many ftreams, coming from 
between the hills, and running to the city through the fine field of Damafcus, which 
appeared more beautiful, as the pafoa’s army, with their beautiful green tents, was 
encamped at one end of it z this is the place where, they fay, Adam ^was made. On 
each fide of it are gardens and villages, which extend two or three miles to the north, 
and five or fix to the fouth j this, with the view of Damafcus itfelf, and its towers, 
minarets, and cyprefs trees growing all over the city higher than the houfes, makes a 
moft glorious appearance. 

We came to a little town called Selheiah at the foot of the hill, and arrived at the 
city, where I took up my abode at the convent of the monks of the Holy Sepulchre, 
who were all Spaniards. 

Chav. VIII. — Of Damafcus. 

DAMASCUS was the capital of that part of Ccele Syria, which was called Damaf- 
cene. The Hebrew name of this city was Damafek, and the inhabitants now call it 
Demelk. The Arab hiftorians - lay it was built by Abraham, and that he gave it the 
name of the fervant prefented him by Nimrod, who, they fay, was called Demfchak, 
and fuppofe him to be the fame as Eliezer mentioned in fcripture J} it is commonly 
called by the Arabs Sham, which is the name they give to Syria, this having been 
the capital of that country. Some think that this country is fo called by the Arabs, 
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liecaufe it is tlie country to the left, and that Arabia Felix is called Jemen, as it is to the 
right; that being the fignification of thefe words ia Arabic. 

This city is of great antiquity, being, without doubt, at leaft as old as the time of 
Abraham, in whofe hillory it is mentioned, though it may be doubted very much 
ts hether he was the founder of it *. Jofephus traces its beginning higher up, to Uz, 
great grandfon of Noah f; his father, Aram, the fon of Shem, having polfelfed him- 
lelf of Syria, front which the country was called Aram, and fometinies Fadan Aram, 
or the field and champaign country of Aram. This country and city were conquered 
by David, after the people of it came to the afliftance of the king of Zobah on the 
Euphrates, whom he vanquiflied, and put garrifons in Syria of Daraafcus, or Syria- 
Damafcus that is, probably in the part of Syria called Daraafcene. But when 
Solomon went after other gods, he was puniQied by the revolt of the people that were 
fubjedt to him, who ftin-ed up Rezon againft: him, who reigned in Damafcus, and 
was an enemy to Ifrasl all the days of Solomon §. From that time they were 
governed by their own kings, among whom was Hazael |(, and alfo Rezin^, both of 
them mentioned in fcripture. It remained under them until it was taken from the latter, 
in the time of Ahaz, by Tiglath-Pilefer, king of Aflj'ria **. This city afterwards fol¬ 
lowed the fate of Syria, and became fiibject to die Greeks, Romans, the emperors of 
the eaft, the Saracens, and laftly to the Turkilh emperors, having been the refidence 
of the Saracen kings of the Ommiade race, who removed to this place from Medina in 
the feventh century, about forty years after Mahomet. 

The city of Damafcus is encompafled with walls, extending about two miles from 
eaft to weft, and a mile and a half from north to fouth; but the fuburbs are much 
larger than the city; that to the north is fmall j part of it is called the Meidan, where 
they have an open place for riding, and other exercifes ; and there are likewife feveral 
burial places and gardens in it: but on the fouth, the fuburb extends for two miles, 
and is inhabited chiefly by Turcomen; it is called Babel Elah £The gate of Godl* 
becaufe the gate at the end of it leads both to Jerufalem and Mecca. From the fomiCT 
it is computed to be fix days journey, that is, about a hundred afid twenty miles. 'I'lie 
Barrady, and two or three ftreams of water that are brought from it, run through 
feveral parts of the city. Daraafcus does not anfwer within to its outward appearance; 
the ftreets being ail narrow, there is a foot way on each fide of them, and a lower way 
m the middle for horfes and c?ttle, juft large enough for one beaft, which ferves alfi> 
to carry off the water after rain. Moft of the houfes are built for a few feet from the 
foundation, with hewn ftone, the reft with unbumt brick; their palaces are very 
magnificent within, and are built round a court, but make no manner, of appearance 
without, and it is very rare that more than a dead wall is feen from the ftreet. The 
bazars, or fliops make a better appearance, which have wide ftreets between them 
and many of them are open only to foot people j they are covered over at top with 
roofs or arches, which are a flielter from the fun and keep them cool j thev have water 

fo^h abundance at Damafcus, that all parts are fupplied with it, and every houfo has 
either a fountain, a large bafm of water, or at leaft a pipe or conduit. 

The walls of Damafcus are probably built on the foundations of the ancient walls of 
the city ; for I obferved, in many places, towards the bottom of them, large ftones of 
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rufticatcd work, different from the other parts; which feem to have been built in the 
middle ages, being in the Gothic manner with battlements, and femicircular towers, 
and holes over the gates to annoy the enemy ; and there is a low wall without the foffe, 
defended alfo with femicircular towers. The call gate, called by the Chriftians 1 he gate 
of St. Paul, may give one fome idea of the magnificence of the ancient walls of Da- 
mafcus ; the gateway is about ten feet wide, it is arched over, and adorned wih a kind 
of Doric pilafters, and all round the arch there is a plain architrave well executed ; 
without the walls, a little more to the fouth, is a very large gateway near thirty feet 
high, executed in the fame manner; and it is probable, that beyond this, that is fouth 
of it, there \vas another gate like the firft, to aiifwer to it, the middle one being the 
grand gate for carriages to pafs, and thofe on each fide for foot people. 

The caftle, which feems to be older than the prefent walls, is tow'ards the fouth- 
weft .part of the town; it is a noble ruftic building with tliree fquare towers in front, 
-and five on each fide, and is about three quarters of a mile in circumference; it feems 
to be the work of the middle ages, either of the Greek emperors, or of the firft 
Mahometan conquerors of Syria; it appears within like a little town, and one fees 
notliing of the form of a caftle j at the entrance are fome old arms; one of them is 
mentioned as an ancient Balifta, which Is a large crofs bow, fiich as they had in the ages 
before the invention of gunpowder. This caftle tvas probably inliabited by the kidftfs 
of the Ommiade race. , . 

As to what relates to facred hiftory In this city, befides what I have already nen- 
tioned, it chiefly regards the converfion of St. Paul; half a mile without the city, to 
the eaft, they fhew the place where, they fay, he fell from his horfe; it k a 
mafs of cemented gravel about four feet high, and from ten to feventeen feet wide, and 
about feventy feet long; it feems to have been defigned to raife the ground for fome 
building. It is difficult to fay, whether this is really the place of the converfion of 
St. Paul, for it is 'not in the prefent road to Jerufalem, which is to the fouth, though, 
they fay, the road was formerly, here, wffikh it poffibly might b?, and further on 
turned to the fouth; there was, without doubt, a church here dedicated to St. Paul, 
and the Chriftians are buried about this fpot. Between this place and tlie city is the tomb 
of a perfon whom they call St. George, who, they fay, was porter of the gate near, 
W'hich is now flmt up ; where fome pretend to fliew a hole by wdeh the apoftle was let 
down in a balket, though the gate appears to have been built long lince; they fay, that 
this St. George was put to death for favouring the efcapeof St. Paul; about hisfepul- 
chre the Chriftians formerly buried, ^nd now they reft the corpfe at it, to perform an 
office. At the eaft gate, as it is called by the Turks, or the gate of Sri Paul before 
mentioned, fome fay the apoftle entered, and there is a road from the place of his 
converfion leading towards it. Not far from this gate, in the fti-eet of Ananias, is the 
houfe of that devout man; it is now like a cellar under ground, and is converted into 
a mofque; they Ihew' the houfe of Judas in the ftreet called Strait, where St. Paul was 
lodged when Ananias was fent to him, in which there is a little room, which now ferves 
as a mofque, and a tomb, which, they fay, is the fepulchre of .Ananias. There are 
feveral pieces of marble pillars in and about the houfe, which was the remains of a 
cbttrch formerly there j not far from this place is a fountain, where, they fay, St. Paul 
was baptized. 

There are a great number of mofques in Damafeus, fome of wliich were formerly 
churches, particularly the principal mofque, which was the cathedral church : this build¬ 
ing, with its avenues and edifices belonging to k, is one of the fineft things tliat the 
aeal of the firft Chriftians produced, for by the arcKitefture it appears to have fieen 
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built before that art was loft, being all of the Corinthian order^ and very well executed- 
The ftru£lure of the cathedral itfeli was very particular ; it is an oblong fquare; there are 
three rows of columns in it; in the middle there was a dome, under which probably was 
the high altar ; to the weft of the church is a large court with a portico of granite pillars 
on three fides ; the front of the church next to the court confifted of arches, fupported 
by pillars of verd antique \ between them there are large folding doors to be opened at 
pjeafure 5 fo that when the doors were open, the people in the court and portico 
round it could fee the prieft celebrate divine fervice* Over thefe arches there are a 
double number of arched windows ; there was likewife a pordco on the outfide of the 
court and church, of which there are now but fmall remains; there is a gallery over 
the portico, with a double number of arches, fupported by fmall pillars. There were 
three grand entrances into the court, and as many to the church. All the walls of 
the diurcli, and of the porticos within the court, were adorned on the outfide, over 
the arches, with Mofaic work, of which there are great remains. On the north fide 
there is a grand afcent to the court, by many fteps, and remams of a beautiful colon¬ 
nade before the entrance, and of anotlier of the fame kind on the fouth, which is 
more endre. Below die fteps* to the noith there is a very fine jet d’eau, which throws up 
a great body of water. It feems very probable that thei'e were buildings all round, which 
belonged to the officers of ifie church, and they might be divided from one another 
by the feveral avenues to the church ; on each fide of which it is probable there were 
twelve columns, which might form a portico on each fide, and fupport galleries like 
thofe round the court, for in one avenue the pillars are ftanding ; and it is not unlikely 
that every particular building was encompafted with fuch a portico, for it appears there 
were very large pillars, about three feet diameter, on the outfide all round ; thofe of 
the porticos being about two feet diameter; the great pillars are of a coarfe marble, 
except fome very large ones at the entrances, which are of granite ; one part of 
thefe buildings is chilled the pattiarch^^ palace ^ another his feminary ; and as it is 
probable that there were five piles of building, one might be for the canons, another 
for the priefts, and a fifth for the deacons and other inferior officers ; the whole 
was probably enclofed with a wall, mthiii which there might be a portico correfpond- 
ing to the portico of large pillars round the buildings j for I faw in the town, 
at proper diftances, remains of fonie very beautiful door-cafes in the fineft tafte, 
and aUo feveral pillars. The Turks call this the mofque of Saint John Baptift, 
but the Chriftiaiis fay, that it was dedicated to John Damafcenus, whole body is 
in it; and they tell ,fome miracle that happened, when they attempted to remove 
it. They have a tradition, however, that this church was built by the emperor Hera- 
ciius, and that it was at firft dedicated to Zacharias, which is not improbable; for we 
find that the Chriftians of the lirft ages, efpecialiy the Greeks, difUnguilhed their 
churches by the names of the prophets and holy men that were before Chrift, which is 
the reafon why fo many churches in Venice have thofe names; and it may be, the 
firft hermits calling their churches after the name of Elias, who lived a folitary life, 
might be the occaCon of their being called the hermits of St. Elias ; fo that although 
this church might be at firft dedicated to Zacharias, yet it might afterwards receive the 
name of St, John, Damafcenus, either by a formal cqnfecration, or becaufe the body of 
that faint was depofited in it, qs the convent of Mount Sinai is called St.Catheniie, out 
of the regard which the Greeks have for the relicks of that faint, which are depofited. 
there. It is faid, this church was, by agreement, continued in the hands of the Chrif- 
tlans; but that, at length, the Mahometans took it from them, which may account for- 
the traffition they,lxave of the patriarch's, palace, whofe fee was removed to this place 
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•n the deRruclIoii of Antioch ; though all thefe great ftruflnrcs were dou'otlcfs raifed 
under the bilhops of Damafeus, when Chridianity was tlie eitablilhed religion liere. 'I'he 
Arab hiftorians * obfeiTe, that this mofque was much improved by the Kahf Valid 
about the eighty-fixth year of the Ilegira, which lias made fome of them affirm, tiiat 
he built it. Near this mofque there is another, which is a very folid building of hewn 
ftone, and though not large, yet the defign of it is grand j there is a fine fepulchre in 
it of Daher, wdio, they fay, was king of Syria, before it was taken by Sultan Seliman. 
And one reafon why there are fo many grand mofques in Damafeus is, .that the Kalifs 
built feveral of them as maufoleums ovei' the places in which they were to be buried. 
Moll of the mofques have a court before them, tvith a portico round it, wffiere the 
people pray in the fummer, and, when it is not the hour of prayer, fit and difeourfe, 
or fleep. One mofque particularly la molt beautifully adorned with all forts of fine 
marbles, in the maimer of Mofaic pavements ; and another has a very high minaret or 
tower, the outfide of wliich is entirely cafed with green tiles. At the north-eaft corner of 
■the city walls there is a mofque, which, they fay, was the church of St- Simon Stylites, 
and I find this church is faid to have been a temple to Serapis, and further out of the 
town that way, there are fome figns of the foundations of a building near a dream of 
water, which, they fay, was a church. 

There are feveral hofpitals in and about the city; but the Turfcifli charity is not a 
fettled maintenance for the poor and fick, except for fiich people as have not their 
fenfes, for whom they have a particular regard; but their chari^ confifts in giving 
wiftuals to the poor once or twice a week; and fometimes in diftributing medicines to 
•the fick on certain days ; they have indeed an hofpital for the maintenance of lepers at 
a mofque, where, as fome fay, the houfe of Naaman the Syrian ftood, or as others, 
the houfe which he built for Gehazi and his pollerity ; it is to the eaft of the city wall; 
in one part of it there is an Arabic infeription, which is a fort of prayer, it being in an 
open place, built to pray in ; it was interpreted to me in this manner, “ O God, for 
“ the lake of the leprous prophet, a friend of our prophet, and for the lake of all the 
** other prophets, give unto us health and peace.” . The Chriftians alfo have an holpi- 
tal for lepers, maintained by conftant charities ; and it is certain, that in fome villages 
not far from Damafeus, there are feveral lepers. The fineft hofpital is to the weft of 
the city, at the eaft end of the field of Damafeus; it was founded by Sultan Seliman, or 
Selim the feeond; the rooms are built round a court, with a portico before them, which is 
eovered with cupolas, as well as all the reft of the building, there being in all no lefs than 
forty cupolas covered with lead ; at the fouth fide of the court there is a fine mofque co¬ 
vered with a large dome ; it has a magnificent portico before it, and two fine minarets; 
near it there is a fmaller hofpital in the fame ftyle of architecture, and both of them 
ferve for no other end at prefent, but to give out food on certain days to the poor. 

The cofFee-houfes In Damafeus are remarkably pieafant; many of them are large 
rooms, and the cieling of them are fupported with rows of pillars, round which they 
have their fofas; there is generally a court behind them with a bafm of water, and 
' a fountain in the middle, and the feats round the courts are either lhaded with trees, or 
covered over; one in particular on the Barrady, which runs through the city, lias an 
ifland behind it planted with trees, and the place is accommodated in a very convenient 
manner, which renders it one of the moft delightful places one can imagine in the 
midft of a great city; in thefe coffee-houfes they have concerts of mufic at certain 
hours every day; and in fome, a perfon paid by the houfe tells at a fixed hour Arabian 
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ftories in a very graceful manner, and with much eloquence. Thefe coffee-houfcs an- 
fwer the end of public houfes with thofe, who openly drink nothing but water, coffee, 
and fherbets; where all idle people, ft rangers, and others, who are not of the firii 
rank, pafs their leifure hours, fend to die fliops for their proviffons, and take their 
repafts; the people from without carrying about their different forts of ffierbets, for 
which the place is famous. 

The waters'of Damafcus are the great conveniency and ornament of the city, and 
of the places about it, and the divifion of them is very curious. Thefe waters have 
two fources, the Barrady before mentioned, and a river called the Fege, which falls 
into the Barrady about eight miles above Damafcus, and four miles below the place of 
Abel. The river Fege comes out in a large ftream of excellent water from the foot of 
a mountain, and running about a quarter of a mile, fells into the Barrady, the watera 
of which are whitilh, and not efteemed wholefome; and therefore the people of Da¬ 
mafcus do not drink the river water, but that of the fprings, which is very good, and 
in great abundance. After the two ftreams are united, the river is called the Barrady 
till it comes within two leagues of Damafcus, and then it is divided by art into fix 
ftreams within the fpace of a league} and a feventh is derived from it towards the eail 
end of the field of Damafcus; two of the ftreams are north of the Barrady, and do 
not enter the city} the higheft canal is cut from the river, in order to water the high 
grounds and gardens of a moft pleafant village called Salheiah ; to the iiorth-welt of 
Damafcus, the channel is made along the fide of the hill which is weft of the city. 
This ftream runs on a hanging terrace, which in fome parts is at lead fixty feet above 
the Barrady, and, if I do not miftake, this water is called the Jefid; there is a ftream 
under it called Toura, in a channel of the fame kind, which is about half as high,, 
and waters fome high grounds to the north of the city. From thefe two ftreams a 
great number of fmall channels are diftributed to the lower grounds ; and the water of 
the Jefid, which is not carried off by thefe fmall channels, falls into the Toura. The 
Barrady runs in a large ftream through the town, and fo do the three I'aft ftreams. 
that come out of it on the Ibuth'fide, namely, the Baneas, Kenouat, and Derany; 
another, which is more elevated, and is called the Mezouy, runs fouth of the town, 
and waters a village called Mezy, and fome other parts; thefe are fmall ftreams; but 
the two rivers, which run north of the town are large ; and where they pals on the 
fide of the hills, the water is confined and the ground kept up on the fouth fide by 
thick walls, each tier of Hone letting in two or three inches. The Acrabane or Ser¬ 
pentine river, which goes out of the Barrady in the field of Damafcus, runs dole to- 
the north walls of the city, the Toura being further to the north. Some o£ thefe 
rivers run under ground in feveral places, as particularly the Baneas, before it arrives- 
at the great hofpital of Sultan Seltman; the Jefid paffes the corner of the mountain, 
and runs under the rocks in feveral parts; and at the comer of that mountain, the 
Toura likewife goes under the rock, and there being a hole over it, one can look down 
and fee the ftream entering in at one part of the rock, and going out through the other- 
part, and a little lurther it goes again under the rock, and fo runs along the foot of 
the hill towards Salheia. This beautiful divifion of the waters into eight ftreams, which 
run fo near to one another, may be looked on as a very extraordinary thing,, and the: 
place is fo pleafant, where they begin to widen at the field of Damafcus, that it is 
very much frequented as a place of recreation, where neither verdure nor trees are 
wanting to make it a moft agreeable fcene. 

Damafcus is famous likewife for its gardens ; and whatever is beautiftil in them, is . 
chiefly owing to the great gopimand there is of water y they afford a very fine pro- 
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fpeft from a height at a fraall diflance, on account of the great variety of trees that are 
in them ; and it is certain they ai’e the molt beautiful of any in thefe parts. The 
eaftern gardens indeed are only orchards, or woods of fruit trees, not regularly dif- 
pofed, and only laid out in narrow walks; there are feveral fmall flreams brought 
through them, and fome are beautified with baibns of water in open pavilions, or with 
fountains and little water works, in which, and their pleafant fummer houfes, their 
chief beauty confifls. In thefe gardens the people often fpend the wliole day, and there 
are always fome to be let for that purpofe, in which the guefts are at liberty to eat 
what fruit they pleafe ; and thofe who have houfes in their gardens frequently retire 
to them for two or three days in the fummer: the ground is naturally a poor red foil, 
in which nothing thrives fo well as trees; their gardens are eiiclofed with walls of un¬ 
burnt brick, made of a mixture of earth, fmall ftones, and chopped flraw; the bricks 
are about eiglit inches thick, but of fuch a fize, that at a diftance, they appear like hewn 
ftone; they are of different meafures, but feldom lefs than three feet fquare ; and being 
fet an end on a ftone foundation, three or fom- tier of them make a high wall, which 
would be foon waflied aw'ay in a country where there is much rain. 

The palha of Damafcus refidesinthis city, which, together with the country about 
it, pretends to have had the fame privileges that Egypt enjoys at prefent; fo that it is 
a difficult government: the palha has a troop of Bofniacs, which he changes often, that 
they ms^ not contraQ: friendffiips ; he has alfo a body of men, who are natives of the' 
coafts of Barbary, in order to defend him againft the populace in cafe of infurreftions j 
for there have been inftances of their driving the pallia out of the city; and on his 
return from Mecca they have refufed to admit him with thefe foldiers for the palha 
■of Damafcus condufts the caravan to Mecca that goes yearly from Damafcus. Tumults, 
however, do not frequently happen in this city, but when they once get to a head, they 
are not eafily fuppreffed. They have a body of janizaries under their aga j out of 
thefe they take what they call the capicules, who are guards to the gates. of the city, 
each of them having a gate allotted to him, and a certain diftritk near it, over which he 
has a lort of abfolute power; and as thefe are janizaries of the greateft intereft, they in¬ 
fluence the whole body, when thefe heads of the gate raife any feditions, they are gene¬ 
rally formidable, and of dangerous confequence. 

^ The patriarch of Antioch ordinarily refides here, who has under him forty-two arch- 
bilhops and billiops; this patriarch was chofe-at Aleppo ; for the late patriarch dying 
there, the Aleppines prefumed to eleft another, but thofe of Damafcus chofe a Roman 
Catholic Greek, who was fupported by the pallia; but that governor being foon dif- 
placedjhisfuccefibr tookpart with the patriarch elefted at Aleppo,who is now in polTeffion, 
and the other fled to mount Libanon. This patriarcliate is worth forty purfes a year, 
which revenue arifes partly out of a tenth of what the bifhops receive from every 
family throughout ffie whole patriarchate, which from each houfe is from four to 
twenty (hillings a year, ^d partly out of what he receives at Antioch, Damafeus, and 
the country about them, which is his own peculiar diocefe ; being fifteen piaftres fbr a 
licence to bury, and five for every marriage, which ail the bilhops receive in their own 
diocefes. It is computed that there are twenty thoufand Chriftians in Damafeus, a 
thoufand of them Maronites, two hundred Syrians or Jacobites, and about thirty fami¬ 
lies of Armenians, the remainder are Greelcs j .eacli of thefe have a church. Of the 
Greeks eight thoufand acknowledge the pope, and thefe I call Roman Catholic 
Greeks, w'ho think it a fm to go to the eftablifhed Greek church, and are not permitted 
by the palha either to go to the Latin church, or to have feparate congregations for 
themfelves j but they have fome priefts of tlieir own perfu^on, who, together with the 
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Latins, go prh-ately to their houfes with the hoft, and confefs them. Thefe Greeks 
obferve the rights and fafts of the eftablifliedGreek cliurch; but I was informed that fome 
priefts had allowed them to faft according to the rules of the Latin church, and that it 
had been condemned from Rome. Thofe of the eftabliflied Greek church have about 
thirty priefts. 

The ChrilHans of Damafcushave a very bad character, and it is faid that they have 
all the vices of the Turks, only wdth tins difference, that they arc more alhamed of them} 
and many of them are lad examples, that they were only Chriftians in name j having 
turned Mahometans either to avoid a punifliment, or to have an opportunity of reveng¬ 
ing themfelves on fome Chriftians who had ufed them ill j and there are generally fix 
or feven inftances of this kind every year. As the Chriftians are worfe here than in any 
other parts, fo alfo the Turks indulge thofe vices here to the higheft degree, for which 
they are generally infamous j with many of them, drinldng wine takes the place of 
opium; but they are fecret in this praflice. The Damafcenes are much addifted to 
pleafure, and love to pafs their time in a lazy indolent manner: they do not want parts, 
and molt of them have fine black eyes, and, when children, are of a furprizmg fairnefs 
and beauty; but by the heat, their vices, the great ufe of bagnios, and the cuftom of 
wearing their beards, they loie that comelinefs w'hen they aiiive to maturity: but it is 
faid, that their women are tlie moft beautiful in the world. 

They take care to be fupplied with fnow every day from the neighbouring mountains, 
which is prefervedin the cavities of them; they cut it out in large pieces, and it is faid* 
that fixty afs loads are brought to Damafcus every day, which are worth about a 
dollar and a half a load; they ufe it both in their wine and rinfrefcoes, which are made 
either of liquorice, lemons, or dried grapes ; and they put the fnow into the liquors, 
and let it diflblve, which is not fo wholefome as the European manner of coolinir their 
liquors with it. The wine about Damafcus is ftrong and good, generally of the colour 
of Burgundy ; and they have plenty of all forts of provifions excellent in their Idnd 
and fruits in the greateft perfeiUon, * 

The trade of this city, as to' the import, chiefly confifts of two branches; one is the 
trade of Mecca, irom which place they bring yearly with the caravan the merchandizes 
ofPeiTiaand India ; for when Alexandria ceafed to be the port for thofe commodities 
on finding out the way by th^ Cape of Good Hope, it is faid that Damafcus was then’ 
the place where the Venetians fettled for the Indian and Perfian trade, and bemF 
drove away on account of fome intrigues with Turkifii women, the trade, rhey fa/ 
went to Aleppo; and there is a w'eli-built ftreet in the city, which is ftill called the 
Frank Street. From Europe they have their clothes, glafies, and feveral final! wares: 
the manufaaures they export are chiefly burdets of filk and cotton, either ftriped or 
plam, and alfo plain filkdike tabbies; all thefe things are watered, which very much 
adds to their beauty ; they are made alfo at Aleppo, but not in fo great periection. 
This place is likewife f^nous fop cutlery ware, w'hich, they fay, is made of the old 
iron that is found in ancient buildings; though fome pretend tliat it is a chemical pre-. 
ptuation invented by St. John Dam^cenus j the blades made of it, appear dainalkcd 
or watered, and theyaflirm that their cutlafies will enter common iron, without hurting 
the edge ; but they make the fame fort of blades alfo at Aleppo and they likewilb 
Hy, that they are all made of pieces of old iron worked together : they make alfo very 
beautilulfteel handle for kiuves, which are inlaid with gold in rumnW flowers ; a 
kmfo of tfos kind cofts thirty fhillmgs. They have veiy fine iron work in the windows 
oi theantient buildmgs, efpeaaliy m themofques, which they far, are ofpoliflicd fteel, 
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and iiiidced they appear very beautiful; the cutlery and fllVer JJt! ifh*? trade are carried on 
by the CdirilBans, as the latter is in nicil: places. 

They hiive Ihie fruit in Dani;ifcus, efpecially apricots, of which they have five or ‘ix 
forts; tliefe beinp^ di’icd in different ways, are exported in quuntuies to all^tlie 

countries round fora conftdcrable diflance. dhey Ivave one way of pi'i-parjug tnern 
to make a fine fweetinear; otliers being barely dr-ied, are eat cither foaked in water 
or fteweef; but the greateft export is what they make into a I'orr of thin dried cakes, 
which, when they are eat with bread, are a very cooling and agreeable food in 
iatnmer; they pack up thefe in bales, and fond them to the diftance of ten days 

journey. . , 

. The moft pleafant gardens are on the foot of the mountain about the village of 
Salheia, to the nortli well of Damafeus; for being on a defeent, they have a great 
ccininand of water from the canal Jefid ; fo that there one fees the befl waterworks. 
The road from the city to this place is on a paved way of broad hewn Holies, after 
the manner of the antienfs; on each fide of it there is a channel for water, and without 
thefe a footpath under the garden walls; which is the moft beautiful manner of laying 
out a road I ever faw. 

• On the fide of the hills over Salheia, there are fome grottos cut in the rock; one 
of them is large, cenfiffing of feveral rooms ; it is a mofque, where they pretend to 
lliew the tombs c f the forty martyrs, who, they fay, fuffered for Mofes; tliey likew'ife 
tell feveral other flories of thefe places; another is the grot of the feven fleepers, where 
they pretend they flept arid were buried; and the ftieik or imam told us, that they fuf¬ 
fered martyrdom for Chrift. 

There are tivo caravans which go to Mecca every year, one from Cairo, chiefly with 
the people of Africa, the other from this place, which is commonly under the 
government of the pafha of Damafeus ; both the caravahs meet near the Red Sea. It 
Is probable many great perfons coming to Damalcus on this occafion, have been 
charmed w’ith tlie delightful fituation of the place, and been induced to come and 
fettle here: There hai’e been aifo many great men banillied to Daniafous; and they 
mention an inftance of gratitude in one of them, wlto ufed to fay, he was very 
much obliged to his fultan, for laying him under a neceflity of living in fuch a 


paradife. 

I fpent my time very agreeably at Damafeus, pafling niy leifure hours in the coffee 
houfes, and commonly taking my repaft in them, having a perfon with me, wfoo had 
been educated twelve years in the propaganda fide at Rome ; and as I mixed more 
with the people of the country of middle rank, fo I had a better opportunity of 
obferving theft humours and cuftoms, than in any other place. Some adventures, 
however, befel me whilft 1 was there ; the convent had recommended one of the 
capicul janizaries to go with me in the excurfions I made abroad, and when I came 
to pay him, he demanded an exorbitant price, and took it very ill that I did not imme¬ 
diately comply with his requeft: he talked very high, and faid it was in his power to 
embroil me, fo as to raife a confiderable fum of money on me, even to the amount 
of thirty purfes; fo that I found it convenient to fatisfy him; a Chriftian, who after¬ 
wards accompanied me, faid he thought he deferved as much as the janizary. But 
the moft extraordinary affair related to the fecretary of the pallia; I had procured 
letters to the paftia to do me what fervice he could in relation to my defigned expe¬ 
dition to Palmyra, and I talked of going to him myfeif; but the monks, who were 
well acquainted with his fecretary, advifed me to talk with him. He told me I could 
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not go to the pafha without making confiderable prefents of cloth, both to him and his 
Kiaia, vvliich together witli the officer’s fees, would amount to about fifty dollars; he 
faid he would do all the bufiiiefs without any trouble to me, and that I had nothing to 
do but to put the money into his hands; and he accordingly procured my letters: 
but when I mentioned the affair to fome friends, they told me I might be affured that 
he had kept the money himfelf. Accordingly, I employed one to enquire,who found that 
he had paid but a very fmall fum to the officers of the paffia for thdr fees; and I was 
informed that my letters w^ould have procured whatever I wanted without any prefents, 
which I had determined not to malte, unlels I had judged that there was an abfolute 
neceffity for it, in order to facilitate an affair of fuch an importance as the journey to 
Palmyra. For, if prefents are given in one place, it is known as one travels on, and 
then they are expected every where; which would be fo great an expence, that, after 
I left Egypt, I w'as determined to make none: but as this affair had happened, it might 
have been of bad confequence to have moved in it at Damafcus, fo I cook no further 
notice of it; but accidentally mattioning the ftory to our wortliy confiil arTripoH, who 
knew the man, hg told me that he would make him refund the money, and accordingly 
WTOte to him, that if in a certain time he did not return it, he would acquaint the pafiia 
himfelf, who was his friend, with the whole affair. In anfwer to the conful, he made 
it appear that he had difburfed twenty dollars, and returned the reft, which the conful 
afterw'ards remitted to me to Egypt. 

Chap. IX. — Of fome Places to the Sotttb of Damafcus. 

I ’WEETr about a day’s journey fouth of Damafcus, in the road to Jerufalera. 
We paiTed over a ftreain "that comes from the rivers; and going two miles fouth of 
the city came to the village of Elkoddam [the footftepi, fo called, as they fay, from 
the refemblance of the footftep of Mahomet, which 1 faw on the mofque. This is the 
place to which, they fay, he came, and feeing the delightful Ctuation of Damafcus, im¬ 
mediately returned back, leaving this print of his foot, faying there was but one 
paradife for man : if they believe this, they feem to pay very httle regard to the place, 
it being a vei-y indifferent mofque, with nothing ornamental almut it j 'though I faw fome 
common people kifs the footftep, and fay their prayers before it. A mile and a half 
further we palTed through Dereia,where there is a mofque, which,they fay, was formerly 
the church of a convent; there are feveral fepukhrts about this place, and the country 
is improved with vineyards. We paffed over a ftream, and foon after over two 
others, which muft all come from the rivers of Damafcus: further to the left is 
Lathrotick and Senaia; near the latter we repofed by a rivulet. We went on three 
miles, and paffed by Junie on a hill to the right, and going over a fine ftream, we 
faw on the right a rifing ground, on which there are large ftones that appear like 
ruins : we afcended a hill to the left, on which there is a poor village called Oeirout- 
Caucab; near the top of the hill there is a long narrow grot called Megara Mar Baulos 
[the grot of St. Paul], where, they fay, he lay hid the firft day after liis efcape from 
Damafcus, that he might not be found by thofe who might purfue him: the Chri/lians 
fometimes come to this grot,, and ftay two or three days at it out of devorion. We 
went half a mile along by the ftream, and then half a mile further to a village called 
Artoude; on the other fide of the low hills to the fouth is a fine plain called Zaal 
Artoude ; we few in the middle of it Kane Sheik, af a place called Saffa, where tltey 
hiy the firft night from Damafcus in the road to Jerufalem and Mecca, Tefting the 
fecpnd night at Kane Jefer-Jaeob, on the eaft fide of the river Jordan^ to wliich 1 went 
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from Tiberias. To the left of Kane Sheik there is a lajqge village called Derhalich; 
v'e llaid all night at Artoud^, and as we were under fome apprehenfions, with regard 
to our ftfety, it was thought proper 1 fhould take on me the character of a phyfician, 
a Greek Catholic, who \ras with me, under Handing fomething of that profeliion i I 
was receiv'ed in an open mocot in a yard, where the raafter of the houfe laid a carpet 
for me; I found we were much rerpefted; and a woman who wanted advice for her 
child brought corn for our beafts. 

Tlie next day we went two miles to the fouth weft, and came over againft Calana, 
wliich is tw'o miles further weft, being oppofite to that valley, which is between the two 
ridges of hills that run to the north, one being called Seleiah, which is next to Damafeus; 
the other extends from Jebel Sheik, and is here calleii Rabufteh ; there is a third 
which runs by Baalbeck. We went over a defaft uneven country without water, atul 
in about three hours and a half came to the village of Betimie, on the fide of a hill over 
a vale, in which there is a rivulet of the fame name : iiere we repofed in a very pleafant 
■place under ftiady walnut trees; I faw fome pieces of columns about the moique. We 
went on and palled over the rivulet Moideblierane, -.md in half an hour came to 
Kepherhoua; beyond this place, on the eaft fide of a high mountain, near the foot of 
it, is a finall ruin called the fepulclire of Nimrod, of which there are very little re¬ 
mains. It is a building about fifteen feet fquare, of very antient architecture, fometlmg 
like the temple of Fegc, which I ftiall have occafion to mention; the bafeinent of it is 
plain, with a ftep all round; it is probable the tomb was built on this bafement, which 
I faw was folid, and might be in the manner of the fepulchre of Abfolom: in the- 
village near it there are the remains of a very magnificent building ; one fide of it to the 
fouth, which was psrfefl:, meafured fifty feet, and the other fide that was ruinous as 
much, and might have extended fartiier; it was adorned with pilafters j I faw two of 
them at each corner, on a bafement round the building, above which very little re¬ 
mains ; but enough to fhew that the wall was two feet eight inches thick, and that 
the ftones were of the fame thicknefe. I faw in the houfes near this place, fome very 
good Ionic capitals, fo that doubtlefs this building was of that order: they call it the 
caftle ofNimrod, and it is pollible, that great hunter * might be worlhipped as a God, 
and that this might be a temple built to him. They have a proverb in Dtunafeus, and 
the country about it, *• As aCtive as NimrodAnd as the feripture t mentions Babel, 
Erech, Accad, and Calneh, as the beginning of his kingdom ; the laft may poffibly be 
Chalybon, the capital of Chalybonitis, bounding on the Palmyrene, which is not above 
three days journey north of Damafeus. 

The mountain over this place is called Jebel Sheik j^the chief mountain]; it 
was antiently called Panius and Hermon, as obferved before ; it is the higheft mountain 
in this country, and is always covered with fiiow. The river Jordan rifes at the foot 
of this hill, at feven or eight leagues diftance from this place, as they informed me, 
though, I believe, it is not fo far off. The way from Damidcus to Jerufalem is through 
a plain, as far as the hills which are to the eafl of Jordan. Liquorice grows naturally 
in this plain, as fern does with us, and they carry the wood to Damafeus for fuel, 
and the root ferves to make their rinfrefcoes j when it comes up green, the wild boars 
feed on it, which gives fuch a flavour to the flefh, that in that feafon it is not to be eaten. 
As we were leaving this village, the flidk of it called to my man to know where we had , 
been, and whither we were going ; we fatisfied his curiofity, and went on towards the 
high road from Damafeus to Jerufalem; we faw at a diftance, to the fouth eaft, Kane 
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Sheilc before-mentional, fo ^kh we direaed our courfe and beyond it the hill 
Jebel Strata, tvhi^h had a building on it; and among the hdls, to the eaft I law one 
called Jebel-makerat, which has a tower on i; I obferved another called Jebel kilney to 
the eaft of the Kane, and Jebel Houraii in a line with Caucab. We lay at Kane 
Sheik The houfes of the village, which are built round the mfide of the Kane, 
are made of hurdles, covered ^vith clay, and their fuel was dried cow-dung. The 
people of the pattia came to this Kane, and tlie next mornmg feized on the horfe 
of a man whom 1 took with me from a village near Bamafcus, as they wanted it for 
their own ufe ; which is no uncommon thing ; but they reltore tne beafts when they 

have no further occafion for them. . _ „ , t l • t_ • 

We returned bv Caucab, pafiing for fome time by a nvulet called Lanage, which is 

divided into feveral ftreams; it was a very hot day, but we went two hours and a 
half to a garden near Mezi. The eafterns themfelves complamed of the exceffive hear 
of the fun, and I found afterwards, that all my fide winch was next to the fun peeled, 
but without any inconvenience. In tins garden we dined under the fliady trees by 
th'* rivulet that runs through it j for here the Mezoui divides into feveral ftreams: dhs 
place is about an hour fouth weft of Damafcus, and the village Keplier-Sely is 111 the 
middle between them. W^e paffed on by Rabouyj near which place I faw the Mczom 
come from under ground j we went to the divifion of the waters, and lo along by the 
river. I obferved, that where the Toura divides from’tlie Barrady , there is an artificial 
cafcade about fix feet high, made by raifing the bed of the river,, in older to turn the 
water into the channel of the Toura on the fide of the hill. We came to Dummar,. 
where we lay, and were well received in the houfe allotted for tiavellers, where they 
had made provifions for any paffengers that might come. ^ 

The next day we went about an hour on the north fide of the river to Elkamy; a 
little below it a ftream goes out of the Barrady, which, I fuppole, is the Jefid. This 
village is pleaiaiitly fituated on the fide of a hill, on which,^ and on Ae river under it, 
are beautiful plantations of trees; to the fouth weft of it there is a village called 
iftdaidy. We crofted the plain, and came again to the Barrady at the pleafant village 
of Elhriify, which is in the middle of a wood over the river, and has a ftream brought 
through it from above; I difcovered the aquedua cut tlwough the rock in the fide of 
the hill, being the fame that goes towards Tadmor, which I fliall have occafion to 
mention. Higher up the river is a village called Peffima; we ftaid ull the evening at 
Eftirafy, and returned by Humraar to Damafcus. 

Chap. X. — Ofibe Places to the North Wejl of Damafcus. 

I MADE an excurfion to the north weft of Damafcus, to fee fome remarkable places 
that way: about two miles north ol the city is a village called Jobar, where there is a 
fynagogue like an old Greek church, as they relate it formerly tras: on the fpot, which 
is now the middle of the fynagogue, they fay, Elijah anointed ffazael king over Syria,, 
as he was commanded by God *. In three apartments of the fynagogue there are 
thirty-fix copies of the law, excellently well written on parchment rolls, each of them 
having a round wooden cafe to put them in j and though they feem to make little 
account of them, yet it has been mentioned that the law was prelerved here when Titus, 
deftroyed the temple. From one of thefe rooms there is a defcent to a fmall grot, ht 
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which there is a hole like a window, where, they fay,JElijah was fed by the raven; 
but that miracle was wrought near the river Jordan *. 

We went on, and pafled over the ftream Jefid, and alxtut two miles beyond Jobar, 
a little before the entrance to a village called Berze, we came to a riling ground at the 
foot of the mountain, where, they fay, Abraham overtook the four kings, when fee 
delivered Lot; and according to tradithn they are biuied in that rifing ground. The 
feripture fays, “ He purfued them unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of Damafeust;” 
and if this tradition be true, Jobar above mentioned might be that place, at leaft the 
country belonging to it might extend fo far: this Jobar, which may be a corruption of 
Hoba, feems ■ alfo to be Choba, mentioned by St. Jerom; the inhabitants of which 
were Jews, who believed in Chrift, but obferved the law; and, he fays, they were 
called llebionites from the herefiarch, who might have his name from this place; this 
is the more probable, as the Jews might refort thither on account of this part of Elijah’s 
hiftory. I obferv'ed, that the com here was plucked up by the roots, according to the 
antient ufage, which is retained alfo in the upper Egypt; a cullom which is often 
alluded to in holy feripture. 

Beyond the place where Abraliam is faid to have overtaken tlie four kings, on the 
weft fide of the village of Bezze, at the foot of the mountain, there is a mofque built 
before a cleft in the rock, into which one can enter: it is conunonly faid, that Abraham 
returned thanks here for his viftory; hut the Mahometans have a Itory, that Abraham’s 
mother flying from the idolatry of Nimrod, was delivered of Abraham in this cleft |. 

There is a way which goes along the plain for about four leagues to the north, and 
thaa turns up the mountain to the north weft; and at the end of three leagues there is a 
village called Malouca, built on the fide of a fteep high hill, over a narrow valley; oppo- 
fite to it, on the fide of the other hill, is the Greek convent of faint Theda; it is a large 
grot open to the fouth, in which they have built a fmall chapel; and at the eaft end of 
the grot there is another, in which the place is fliewn where St. Theda fuffered martyr¬ 
dom ; Ihe was the dil'ciple of St. Paul, according to the legends, and fled to this place 
from her infidel father; her pidure is in the niche, where, they fay, her body lies. 
There is a Greek infeription on it, figniiying, that Ihe was the firft martyr of her fex, 
and contemporary with the apoftles. At one corner of the grot thdre is a bafon, which 
receives a clear water that drops from the rock, and, they fay, that it is miraculous 
both in its fource and effefts. On each fide of the mountsiin, at the end of this vale, 
there is a narrow opening in the rock, by wliich there are two paiTages up to the top of 
the hill, a fmall rivulet runs through the northern one, v.hich rifes on the mountain; 
from tliis fource a channel is cut into the fide of the perpendicular rock, which, without 
doubt, was defigned to carry the water to the convent, and to the higher parts of the 
town. Near the entrance into the other paflage, between the mountain, there is a plen¬ 
tiful fpring that flows out of a grot, to which there ’S a narrow paflage; they fay, it 
rifes in five fprings; and have fome hiftory concerning it, that relates to faint Theda’s 
flying to it to hide herfelf, at which time, they fay, a fountain role there. On the top 
of the mountain, between thefe two paflligcs, is the convent of faint Sergius ; it is ill 

* 1 Kings, xvii* 3, ■{* Gen, xiv, 14, ij'. 

^ From this place there is a road to the weft between the bill& to Sidonuia; it goes by a ftreatn called 
Mambah ; about a mile in between the hills there is a village of that name ; the road thim turns foLithj 
and goes near Shirneh to the left, and afterwards through I lie large village of Tehl; the road is in a narroi^? 
pleafant valley, that has a ilream running through it, and is planted with poplars j and about two miles 
further there is a village called Mineh ; beyond this the village Telfttcii is 10 the left, and Narrah to the 
rightj Sidonaia being about four miles to the north of Minelu 
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built and unmhaHted, but thece is a tolerable church belonfrmg to it; in the perpen¬ 
dicular parts of the rock before mentioned, where there are feveral fepukiires iur fmgle 
bodies in a very particular manner; a femicircular niche being cut into the ^ocI^ and 
the bottom of it hollowed into a fort of a grave to receive a body; thefe are in feveral 
flories one over another: tliere feem allb to be fome grots cut into the clifts, that are 
noY/ inacceffible ; and on the top of the mountain, about the convent of faint Sergius, 
there are a great number of fine iqnare grottos cut out of the rock, in many of them 
there are broad folld feats, likefafes, cut out at the further end ; they have alfo feve¬ 
ral niches in them, as if they v/erc defigned for domeftic ufes ; others, which are level, 
and about fix feet high, have holes cut in the rock round the fide of the room at the 
ceiling, as if horfes \vere to be tied to them, I faw one cut out very regularly with a 
w^ell in it, about ten feet deep, which had channels to it from all ihe parts of the grot; 
fo that I concluded the ufe of it was to make wine; I found feveral others cut in the' 
fame form in a rough manner, wdiichare now aftually ufed a.s wine vats. It is difficult 
to fay what was the original ufe of thefe grots, which are cut all down the gentle defcent 
of the mountain weftward to a fort of a vale, which is between two fummits of the 
mountain ; the fituation does not feem proper for any city ; and I ffiould rather think 
it was formerly a town of Itone-cutters, who might fuppiy fome neighbouring cities* 
with this fine flone, and in cutting it might form thefe grots; and as I oblerv^ed in 
relation to the grottos about Jerofalem, they were made fo as that the (tone which they 
took out might be of ufe for building; thefe grottos, indeed, might be inhabited both 
by the workers in (lone, and by thofe people to whom the vinfeyards and lands belonged* 
In the to^vn of Malouca there are t^vo churches, one of the Greeks, the other of the 
Roman Greeks, there being feveral here oF that communion; there is only one monk 
in the convent, who lives in a cell built below the grot. After the feaft of Holy Crofs, 
the Greeks from Damafcus come out to this convent, and to that of faint Mofes, fome 
leagues to the north, and likewife to Sidonaia, and fpend a fortnight or three weeks in 
a fort of reiigious revelling ** Making an excurfion to St. Theda from Sidonaia, we' 
dined at Touaney, in a houfe appointed for the entertainment of ftrangers, there being 
four of them, who take it in their turns, the people of the village fupplying them with 
provifions in an equal proportion* Here we law the horfes of a party of about forty 
Arabs, who were encamped not far off; they go about to take tribute of the villages 
under their proteftion, which may be about ten, and a man fent with any one by the 
flieik of thefe villages, is a prote^on againll them: thefe Arabs were of Arabia Felix, 
the Amadei being of Arabia Petrjca: the Janizary feenied to be much afraid, talked often 
of the heat of the weather, and would not move until he knew they were gone, and 
which way they went* In the plain on the left, near the entrance into the vale towards 
Saint Theda, there is a village called Einatirieh, wliich fome years pail inhabited 
by Chrilfians, who on a difcontent turned Mahometans ; fome fay, becaufe the billiop 
refufed to permit them to eat milk in Lent; and others, becaufe he would not fuffer an 
excommunicated body to be buried. To the right, farther to the Ibuth, is Jobaidim- 
From Saint Theda we went fouthward again m a plain between two chains of mountains 
about two leagues from it, we paffed by the ruhied convent of St, Jofeph on the moun¬ 
tains to tJie weft; and about four leagues from that convent we arrived at a village' 
called Mai'ah, where there is a Greek parochial church of the Roman communion, 

* Sidonaia is about four leagues from Saint Theda ; tlie firfl; place in the road is Touaney; the road 
then goes to the left of Mohalic kj and pafTes through Akouba, from which we faw on the hills to the 
right the conveEt of faint Jofeph; near it tiiere is a village called Kaukout; and at a little diHaiice from 
Sidonaia, is the village of Eodau to the right, and Haficr to the left* 
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and a Greek convent, which had in it only one lay brother, who lives there to enter^ 
tain thofe who come to lee a clxapcl which is about two miles to the eaft, near the top 
of the mountain; it is built, as they fay, at the grot of Eliiha, where Elijah came to 
anoint him to be his fucceffor, as he was couinianded by God, when he ordered Him 
to go tQw^ardsthe wilLlerncfsof Datnafcus'^ ; and on the outfide of it there was a paf- 
fage, which is now Hopped up, that led to fome other grots, the entrance to which 1 
was alfo lliewm. The Greeks pretend, that it is the place where the prophet was 
anointed, and that it is dangerous to go to it; whicli feems to be a piece ^ of policy to 
hinder the Mahometans from taking poffeffion of the place, and turning it into a 
mofque; it commands a fine view of the whole plain of Damafcus, and of the city itfeif, 
and in that relpe0: is a very delightful retirenient. 

From this place we went about a league to the weft to Sydonaia, a village Htuated on 
the fouth part of a rocky hill, on the top of w'hich there is a famous Greek nunnery, 
founded by the emperor Ju itiniaii; "who endowed it with lands that brought in a con-- 
fiderable revenue, for which they now pay rent to the Grand Signor ’ he alfo gave the 
convent three hundred Georgian flaves for vafihls; whofe defcendants are the people of 
die village, anti are of tlie Roman Greek church : the convent lias the appearance of 
a callle, with high walls round it; the buildings within are irregular* lowards the 
bottom of the hill there is a building where ftrangers are lodged. The church remaiVs 
according to the old mode!, though it lias been ruined and repaired ; it confifts of five 
naves, divided by four rows of pilhus, and has a portico before it; behind the high 
altar they have what they call a miraculous pifture of the virgin Mary, w^hich, they 
lay, was painted by St. I^uke, but it is not to be feen. The convent is governed by an 
abbefs, whofe office continues during life; Ihe is put in by the patriarch, and nominates 
the nuns, who are about twenty in number ; thefe nunneries are more like hofpitals than 
convents, the members of them being mollly old women, and are employed in working, 
efpecially in tlie managing of filk worms; and the abbefs fhewed me her hands, and 
obferved to me, that they w^ere callous with work; fhe eat with us both above in the 
convent, and belo’tv in the apartment for ftrangers; the w^omeii leldom take the vow 
in Id’s than feven years, and often remain many years at liberty ; they may fee and con- 
verfe with men, and go any where, even to diftanr places, witli leave. ' A great part of 
the revenue of the convent axifes from tiieir vineyards, which produce an excellent ftrong 
red wme: they have two chaplains to the convent, one is a monk, who lives in the 
convent, die other is married, and refidcsm the town. Near the town there is afinall 
building called the convent of St. George, a Roman Greek prieft belongs to it, who 
lives in the towm ; and Ibudi of it is the ruined convent of St. Chriftoplier, to which 
there is a good church ; and there are feven or eight more ruined churches apd chapels 
here. Thofe of St. John, St. Saba, and St. Barbara, on the north fide, have three 
na’^Ts, with an altar at the end of each after the Syrjan ftyle ; and 1 faw" in them feve- 
ral Doric capitals, and remains of frefco paintings; near them is the chapel of tlie 
transfiguration; and in two little grots, on the fide of the hill, are altars to faint The* 
cla and fiiint Eleazar: to the eaft are the fmall chapels of Saint Sergius and faint Clinfi 
topher, and likewife an entix^e chapel of faint Peter ^md fiiint Paul, wliicli nppears to be 
n building of great aiitiqidty ; it is a very fulid work, and is tlurty-two feet fix inches 
fqiiare ; there is an afeent all round on the outfide of three fteps; the cornice, door-cafe, 
and a fort of a bafeinent above the fteps, are proofs that the architeclure is antient, it 
may be, before Chrift ; within, it is in form of a Greek crofs, and there is a ftair-cafe to 

* 1 KrigSj xixp 15, 16, 19. 
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tlie top of it. There is a Roman Greek church here, called Saint Sophia, in which are 
two rows of flender pillars with Corinthian capitals, which feem to have belonged^ o 
fomc antient building on that fpot; adjoining to h there is a long chapd, now “i rums, 
dedicated to Saint Elias, in which there are remains of feveral frefco pamungs. 
high mountain to the north was the convent of Saint Thomas; the churcl^ which is 
anire, very much refembles in its arcMteaure the beautiful church or Abel, but is 
rather plainer; the convent, which was built of large hewn ftone, is entirely defaoyed; 
there are feveral fpacious grots near it, particularly an extraordinary one, called^the 
erot of the council; and from the manner of it one may conjeaure, that it imght ave 
ferved as a chapter-hoiife, and alfo as a library for their chmch boolcs, and other 
manufcripts; it is fifty-five feet long, twenty broad, and ten high; 
and a Ihelf round the grotto, and four fquare pillars in the room; there is _ 

apartment at the further end, and on each fide; andall is cutoutof the rock. About 
two hours to the north, on the very higheft fumnnt of Je mount^s, is the convent 
of Saint Serpfaent (Sergius); the way to it is fomewhat difficult and dangerous; they lay 
thechurchisof the fLe kind of building as that of S^tlhomas; the convent is 
inhabited only by one monk. Thefe two convents, as well as the nmineiy, are faid to 
have been bmlt by Juftinian. On the north fide of the hill, under tlie invent of 
Sidonaia, there is a fepulchral grot about twenty-two feet fquare; oyer the front of it 
there are three m'ches wth femicircular tops, and a fcoUop-lliell cut m the arch, the 
cornices of them are fupported by two round Corinthian pillars; m each of the me les 
are two ftatucs of a man and woman in alto-relievo, the heads of which are broke oft, 
the drapery of them is very fine; thofe on the right feemed to be women and the 
other to be men; the drapery of the former commg down to the foot Uit the lattei 
only within eight inches of it; under each of them there is an miperfea Greek mlcnp- 
tion, coiitainmg the name of the man and woman. 

Chap. XI. — Of the river Fege, of Abaiia and Pharpbar, and of the Aqueduas to 

Palmyra* 

FROM Sidonaia we travelled fouth to Meneh before mentioned % and then turned 
to the weft, having high rocky mountains on the right, which are ahnoll perpendicular, 
m which, at a confiderable height, I faw a fepultol monument that feemed to be 
very antient, being a niche and a fort of grave cut into the rock, but no m e 
of it; thepilafters on each fide fupport an angular pediinent; the ppit^s are of the 
moll antient Doric order; it has alfo feven fteps cut m the rock be^re it._ We pafled 
by Dradge on the left, and Halboue on a hill to the right, and crofted a rivulet of the 
fame name; we thenafeended a hill, and crofted the road tiiat goes from Duinmar o 
Fe<^e, and defeended into a bottom, where there are feveral fprmgs of bad water, 
whtcb have no outlet, and make a fort of a morafs called the Dog-waters: on right 
I obferved feveral grottos in the mountains, and went to one of them; on each fide ot 
the door-place there are rough unfiniffied pillars cut in the rock, which fupport a pedi- 
, ment, and over the door there is a relief of a fpread eagle. About a niile further we 
turned to the north, and came to the Barrady, and going about ^o miles, on theealt 
fide of it, we arrived at the fource of the Fege, having gone in all about four nines to 

the fouth, fix to the weft, and two to the north. . . i 

The river Fege conies in a large clear ftream from under the mountain, through aa 


* See note J page 510* 
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arch about twenty feet wide. Twenty feet to the weft of it there is a niche, about 
fifteen feet high, which was probably defigned for a coloflal ftatiie; about eight feet 
to the weft of this, there i3 a very antient temple, which is on a level with the rivei-, 
and atmoft entire, lb make this regular, it is probable there was fuch another temple, 
or at leaft a niche, on the other fide, and there is a temple in the middle, on an emi¬ 
nence over the river, which Is ahnoft entire, between which and the river there is a 
narrow paflage about fixteen feet above the current: the temple on the fide of the river 
feems to be of the greateft antiquity, and was probably built before the orders were 
invented j the ftones are of the fame thicknefs as the walls, and the pilafters have no 
capitals; there is a cornice below that ranges round, which might belong to abafement; 
within, at the further end, are two oblong fquare niches like thofe in the front; the 
ftream now wafliesthe fide of the temple, wliich probably was dedicated to the deity of 
the river, and fome religious rites might be performed by going out of it by the door 
that leads to the river fide. 

The other temple is a plain building much ruined ; it feems to have had a portico 
before it; in the front on each fide, about ten feet from the ground, there is a fort of 
pedeftal fetting out of the wall as if defigned for ftatues; this temple feems to have been 
built long after the other. Th?y have a notion that tliis river Fege comes from the 
Euphrates under ground; the Arabic name of that river is Fara; and if they were 
formerly of fuch an ophiion, it might be a reafon for their calling this river Pharphar; 
and if this was the Pharphar, the Barrady might be the Abanah. Thefe waters, when 
united, run between the high mountains in a very narrow vale for about two leagues; on 
the north fide there is a narrow ftrip of ground at the foot of the mountain, and a little 
below the temple, the pleafant village of Fege is fituated ; this narrow fpot is improved 
with gardens, orchards, and plantations, which make it a very delightful place; to which 
the Damafcenes often retire, and fpend the day in fummer. 

Near the river, about a mile from the rife of the Fege, I difcovered an aquedufl: on the 
fide of the Iiill cut through the rock; it is about two feet broad, and four or five feet high; 
the top of it is cut archwife; I traced it for about four miles, moll part of it is from twenty 
to forty feet above the river; in fome parts, where the mountain is perpendicular, the 
upper part of it is open in front like a gallery, and in other parts, where there are hollows 
in the mountain, it is an open channel two feet wide, and from two to eight feet high ; I 
went into it from feveral of the hollow parts of the mountain; where T firft difcovered it, 
there is a channel cut down to it through the mountain about one foot fix inches wide, 
and two high; I went about three quarters of the way up thefe hills, and by what I 
could difcera, the water of a mountain torrent was ftopped about that place, and di¬ 
verted into this channel; and I found a large channel above it. In one part of the 
mountain, where the aquedudl Is cut through the rock, there is a perpendicular clift 
over the river, where there is now a foot way through the aquedufl: for half a mile. They 
fay this aquedufl is carried round the fide of the mountain to the country about Caraw, 
which is a town In the way to Aleppo, about two days journey from Tadmor, though I 
ihould be inclined to think k was carried along to the end of the mountain Antilibanon 
near Hafleah, as I was afterwards informed it was, where it might be conveyed from the 
fide of the mountain to a high ground that extends to Palmyra; and there is great 
reafon to think this, as iris a very dry country, where they have hardly any other fupply 
but from t he rain water. 

Though I faw nothing of the aquedufl till within a mile of Fege, where there is an 
entrance into it, as from the hollow parts of the mountain, yet it is very probable that 
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tin's aquedufl was conftantly fupplied from the Fege, which might be by an open 
channel that may have been lilled up; but it was doubdefa fupplied alio by thofe 
channels down the mountains from the rain water, and by the melting of the fnow, and 
when there was plenty of water, it might be let out from the aqueduft into cifterns, at 
the feveral villages, for the ufe of the country when the rain water foiled; and at Haffeah 
abovenientioned, about feven leagues fouth-eaft of Hems, I faw a ruined work, like a 
large pond or ciftern, funk a confiderable way down in the rock, and walled 
round. 

A little below the part of the aqueduft which is neareft to Fege, there is a fine water, 
called the green fprmg; whether it was ever conveyed by this aqueduS, or by another 
to Damafcus, for a fupply of wholeforae water, and fo might poflibly be the Abanah, is 
difficult tp determine; it is certain this water is now conveyed in a channel to water 
the lower gardens, and fome letters remain of a Greek infcription cut over it in 
the rock. 

As to the great aquedufl:, there is a tradition, that it was made by Solomon, which, 
if it were well grounded, wWd confirm the opinion, that Tadmor was firft built by 
him; for the Scripture fays, that he built Tadmor in the wildemefs; they have alfo 
another tradition, that the aquedufl: was made or improved by a woman, which may¬ 
be owing to fome improvements that might be made by Zenobia, the famous queen of 
Palmyra. 

Chap. XII.— From Damafeus to Hems, the antient Eme/a, 

THE journey from Damafcus to Aleppo is performed in eleven days with a caravan, 
-which is generally numerous, in order to be fecure againft the Arabs, of whom there is 
great danger, efpecially for the firft part of the way, as for as Hems; they do not take 
the road of the Itinerary from Damafcus to Emefa, which croffed the mountains to the 
jiorth weft, and went by Heliopolis or Baalbeck, and Laodicea ad Libanum; but they 
go to the eaftofthe mountains, and come into the antient road towards Laodicea, where 
the two roads in the Tables alfo met. 

On the fifteenth of July I fet out from Damafcus for Aleppo, having hired a young 
janizary to go with me; I paid fixty medines to a janizary at going out of the gate j 
their demands on Franks being arbitrary. We went two leagues to a large vUlage 
called Touma, where I could get no lodging, but was obliged to lie on the bulk of a 
Jhop; I obferved that there were many vineyards about this place, which they watch 
from a high floor fixed on four poles, to which they afcend by a ladder. On the 
fixteenth we went along the plain to the north eaft ; I faw a fpring encompaffed with 
walls like thofe near Tyre, that the water might be conveyed to fome high ground. 
A little further there is an aqueduft from the weftem hills of a particular Snd, which 
is much ufed in all thefe countries; the channel is about ten feet under ground; and 
there are holes down to it, at the diftance of about fifty yards, with a great heap of 
earth round them; fo that the channel feems to have been made, and the earth brought 
u{> by thefe holes; and, without doubt, they defeended by them to clean or repair it; 
this ground, I fuppofe, is higher than fome other parts on which the aqueduft is 
carried; it is probable that this channel conveyed water to feveral villages from the 
great aqueduft brought from Fege; for I faw that it extended a great way. There firft 
faw the hills a confiderable way off to the eaft, no hills appearing that way from the 
parts about Damafcus. 
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In about three hours from Toiima we came to the hills called Otifala-Saphire, which 
extend into the middle of this great plain; at the foot of them there is a ruined kane 
called Adra, from a village near it; this probably was Admedenn of the lables, placed 
t^venty-five miles from Damafcus, though this place does not leem to be more than 
fifteen miles ; in about two hours and a half we palTed over the lulls; here the mod 
eaftern ridge of hills, which runs weft of Damafcus feemsto end ; there is but a .mail 
defcent to the northern part of the plain, and we came m about an hour to Kieiphe. 
I faw a fait lake on the eaft fide of the plain caUed Moia-Bechr [the fait water] ; for the 
foil being fait, the water evaporates in fummer, and leaves a cake or fait on theearih, 
but as this fait is not wholefome they are fupplied from Tadmor. 1'lus may be the 
vale of fait, in which, itis faid, David got him a name when he returned from fmitmg 
the Syrians*, though the valley of Salt near Tadmor feems to be the more prooable 
place; the kingdom of David and Solomon extending, without doubt, as far as 
Tadmor, which is mentioned to be built by the latter f- . , , - 

Kteiphet may be Adarifi of the Tables, placed ten miles from Admedenn ; it is a 
pleafant village, encompaffed with flight walls to keep out the Arabs; it is the laft 
place in the road under the paflia of Damafcus } we ftayed here in a very fine kane, 
wliich has a portico round it, in wliich there is a fbpha raifed above the court for 
tr^ivellers to repofe on, and tho ftables are TOthin it* The i^rabs came and afked if 
there was not a Frank in the caravan, and demanded a kaphar, which they faid would 
be due to them the next day ; they feemed likewife to threaten to take me out of the 
caravan if 1 did not pay it j I was told that it was not ufual to pay a kaphar in caravans, 
and the conduftors of it feeming to take part with me, I treated them with coflee, made 
them my friends, and refufed to pay any thing. ^ 

On the feventeenth we travelled an hour to fome hills, and went up by a gentle 
alcent, palling by a ruined kane on the top of the hills, and a village called Juhina to 
the left at fonie diftance on the fide of a hill; thefe hills were improved with vineyards, 
and may be the end of the fecond ridge of hills, which extend northw^d from Jebel 
Sheik. We defcended into a well cultivated plain about three miles vride, and 
paired near a village on a hill to the right, from wliich the women brought eggs, 
raifins, bread, curds, cbeefe, and other provifions to fell to the caravan j in about 
two hours we came to a hill, on which there is a ruined fquare caftle; on the other fide 
of it we arrived at the village Nephte; at the foot of the hill on which it ftands there 
is a fine kane and mofque, where we ftayed all night, • 

On the eighteenth we proceeded on our journey, and after a while perceived four 
Arabs (being the fame who had threatened me) riding at fome diftance before us ; on 
which thofe who were foremoft flopped that we might make a clofer body, and two or 
three of the caravan went before to obferve them, that they might not furprife usj it 
was faid, that they had an intention to plunder the caravan, and that tliere were more 
of their company near, but in a little time they left us, and we faw no more of them. 
About half a league from Nephte is Heboud, which I did not fee ; I was told, that 
antiently it was called Beufila, and that there are ruins of a large church there. 
Having travelled two hours, we came to fome hills that crofs the plain, on which 
there is a low watch tower; thefe. feeiii to be the end of a ridg? of hills between the 

* 3 Sam. viii. 13. . . 

‘f 1 CUrcn. '.iti. 4. This is-generally thought to be the famous TadmoTj orPalniyra, eipcGially as- it is 
Mientioned with Hamath, which feems to he the country of Hamah* , * , , , 

X This is Coteifa> in the account of the journey from Aleppn to Damafcus, in which it is faid that tae 
kane was built by Siuam Faflja^ but I heard nothing that tTavellers were fupplied with provifions gratis. 
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fecond and third chain of mountains before nigntioned J for afterr^^ards we had to the 
weft the high mountains, which are eait of tlie plain of Baal beck. About an Iiour 
beyond thele hills is the village of Caraw, probably Ocurura of the Tables, placed 
filteen miles from Adarin, which ought to be corrected to thirty-live ; it is dnely 
fituated on a hill, on which there feemsd to have been a camp; I was told, that it 
was called Carinthia when the Franks had pofteffion of it. I faw in the kane feme 
niches vnih angular pediments over them, which might be the remains of a church. 
To the north-eaft is a hill with a watch tower on it, fo tluit probably tirole towers ex¬ 
tended to Palmyra; and I wds informed, that a league w^eft of Caraw there was a con^ 
vent called Dermar-Jacob, which is now entirely ruined f there were two or tliree 
Chriftians at Caraw who came to fee me ;■ we Hayed here till night. 

On the nineteenth we kept clofe together, being under fonie apprehenCons of the 
Arabs ; we went two hours along the plain, and paiTed by a hill with a watch tower on 
itour way afterwards was between low hills, and we came to a fpriiig where we 
expedted to fee the Arabs, as it was a place frequented by them j we palled by a 
mefque, and two or three houfes called Bes : I faw here a plain coffin of poiilhed 
marble, without any ornaments on it. We went about two hours and a half through 
the defert plain to HalTeiah, computed to be eight hours from Caraw, tliough I think ft 
is not fo much ; when I was about half way between thefe two places, I faw a hill 
diredlly to the eaft, which I conjedtured might be between twenty and thirty miles ofi ^ 
and they told me, that Tadmor lay a little way behind it. I had deftgned to have 
gone to that place from HatTeiah, but I found that it would have been a very dan¬ 
gerous undertaking, and the aga of Halfeiah, to whom L had letters, was not diere. 
HalTdah is fituated on the edge of a plain, which is higher than the country to die 
fouth j this plain extends away to Tadmor, or Palmyra, and is probably a part of the 
defert of Palmyra. 1 was informed by an underftanding Turk at Caraw, that the. 
aqueduft does not come to that place, but that it paffed near lialTeiah, where, he faid, 
there were fome figns of it; he alfo informed me, that they have an opinion 
among them that Haffeiah was no old place, and probably it was never a place 
of any confequence; fo that the principal deugn of the aquediid feems to have 
been to water the high country towards Palmyra. He told me, that die water 
was brought from Raboua, which is^ the place where die waters of the Barrady 
are divided; and when I mentioned Fege to him, he informed me that one 
branch of the aqueduS came from that river. At Hefl’eiah they have now only 
fome bad water in the pond ; it is a tiiiferable place, there being only the govenior*!i; 
houfe in it, a mofque, and two or three houfes enclofed within a wall adjoining to the 
kane, and a few other houfes built in a hollow ground, which leems to have been the 
bafin of a pond or ciftern for receiving water from the aquedufl:. We ftayed all day 
m the kane, but lay abroad; this place and Caraw are fubjecl to the fame aga, inde¬ 
pendent of a pallia ; it ispoffible Haffeiah might be Ueleda of the Tables, fifteen miles 
from Ocurura, and ten from Laodicea, ask agrees very well with that fituation. 

On the twentieth we travelled welhvard in the plain, and about three hours frojn 
Haffdah, went by an inhabited kane*, where the people brought provifions to fell to the 
caravan; about a league iurther the plain of Baal beck opened to us; I faw in k, at a 
diflance, fome wood, which they told me, were the gardens ofia village called Ras, 
which might be Conna of the Itinerary, though that feems to be rather at too great a. 
diiiance, if tire Itinerary is right, , 

* In the account of the jouniey to Datnafeus, it is called Shemfi.. 
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They fay the river Afe (the old Orontes) rifes about twenty miles north of Baalbeik, 
and runs, I fiippofe, as near by the north eaft corner of mount Libanon, a little further 
to the north weft, where it makes a large lake called alfo Afe, and I conjeaured it 
might be about three miles broad and eight long, and extends northwards towards 
Hems. There is no mention of this lake in antient authors; fo that probably it has 
been made like the lake of Mantua in later times, by feme ftoppage of the water of the 
Orontes. Some fay, that the Afe is alfo called Makloub. In this part Ifaw two little 
hills on the eaft fide of the lake, and one on the Ale, between the lake and Hems, and 
feveral others along the river to the north. The natives feem to have retained the 
very antient name of this river, which it probably had before it was called the 
Orontes, which name might be given it by the Greelts; for Sozomen * fpe^s of 
Apamea as on the river Axius. And that it may not be thought a new name in hiftory, 
it mud be obferved that Vaillantt in his hiftory of Syria, has a medal of Alexander 
Balas, king of Syria, with the legend relating to Apamea on the Axius,_ AHAMEtiN 
TfiN nPOS Til A2Ii2. The river Marfyas, now called the Yarmuc, which fell into 
the Orontes near Apamea, rifes to the north between the hills that are weft of old 
Reah, which I lhall have occafion to mention. 

Here, I fuppofe, we came into Upper Syria from Coelefyria, and into that part of it 
called Laodicene, from Laodicea ad Libanum or Laodicea Cabiofa, which probably was 
on the weft fide of the Orontes near the foot of Libanus, and was a Roman colony. 
The country from this place to Chalcis, called by the Tranks Old Aleppo, had the 
name of the plrins of Marfyas, doubtlefs from the river already mentioned. Having 
travelled weftvvard from Haffeiah we here turned to the north, and after fome time, 
arrived at Hems. 


Chap. XIII.—CyUmJ, Hamay and Marrab, 

HEMS is the antient EmefaJ, mentioned in the Tables as twenty miles from 
Laodicea, and by the Itinerary as eighteen; it ftands on a fine plain, and is watered 
by a rivulet or fmall canal, brought to it from the Afe. The walls of the city are about 
three miles in circumference, and probably were made about the year one thoufand 
and ninety-eight, when the Chriftians had poffeffion of it, during^ the time of the 
Holy War; for they are built like thofe of Caefarea on the fea, which were made by 
Lewis the ninth of France; except that there feemed to have been a terrace round on 
the outfide of the walls, defended by a parapet wall, on the outfide of which is the 
fofle; it appears that there has been a rampart made round it fince that time, which 
was faced with ftone, probably after Saladin had taken it from the Chriftians, in one 
thoufand one hundred eighty-feven, or it may be on the invention of cannon: the 
Tartars took it from the Saracens in one thoufand two hundred and fifty eight; the 
aty afterwards came into the hands of the Mamalukes; and the Turks took fro™ 
them §. During the time that it was in the hands of the Europeans, it was deftroyed 
by an earthquake, which happened in one thoufand one hundred fifty fevm, when 
feveral other cities underwent the fame fete. The prrfent town takes up only about 
,a ijiiarter of the fpace contained within, the walls, being the north-weft quarter j the 
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J The people of this country feem to be called Eoufeiii by Pliny] 
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buildings are very indifl'erent; they are under the covert of a large ruined caftle, which 
is to the fouth of the prefent town j it is built on a high round mount, encompafled 
with a fofle about twenty feet deep and thirty paces broad, over which there is a bridge 
of feveral arches j it is built fo high that it rifes a confiderable way up the fide of 
the hill; the top of the hill is near half a mile in circumference, and of an irregular 
figure of ten fides ; the whole mount is faced with ftone. The eaftern hlftorians far, 
that Hippocrates refided here, and went often from this city to Damafcus; and tlie 
ecclefiaitical writers relate, that St. John Bapdft’s head was found here in the rime of 
the emperor Theodofius. The emperor Elagabalus was of this city, in which there 
was a &moas temple dedicated to the fun, which was worfliipped here under the title 
of Elagabalus, from which this emperor had his name. It is faid the emperor Aurelian 
defeated Zeiiobia near this city, and afterwards built Ibrae temples in it. About the 
town there are feveral pieces of pillars and capitals, and the remains of the antient gate 
to the north, which, from the balement that ranges round, 1 conclude was adorned 
with pllafters. 

About a furlong to the weft of the town, there is a curious piece of antiquity; 
it is a building about forty feet fquare without, and thirty within; the walls are 
built of brick after the Roman manner,'which are about an inch thick, and the 
mortar between them is of the fame thicknefs; the cafing of the building is very 
extraordinary, confifting of rows of ftone four inches fquare, fet diagonally, one 
row being white ftone, and another black, alternately. There are two ftories of 
architeaure, confifting of five pilafters on each fide, which are built of fmall white 
hewn ftone; the lower ftory is Doric, and the upper Ionic, each ftory being about 
nine feet four inches high; above thefe the top is built like a pyramid, but within 
it is of the figure of a cone; in the ceiling of the lower arched room there are 
fome remains of fine reliefs in ftucco : feme of the people call it the fepulchre 
of Caius; and Bellona fays, he faw the fepulchre of Caius Csefar here; but this 
cannot be, for that prince being wounded in Armenia, died at Lamyra in Lycia, 
and his aflies were carried from that place to Rome, and depofited in the mau- 
foleum of Auguftus; and his epitaph is among Gruter’s inferiptions, though indeed 
fome antient hiftorians fay erroneoufly that he died in Syria; fo that probably 
this was a monument erected to the honour of Caius, by the people of Emefa,m order 
to gain the emperor’s fevour; for on the eaft and north fide, at the top of the fecond 
ftory, there is a Greek inferiprion, but 1 had no conveniency of getting up to read it; 
I could not fo much as diftinguilh one letter of that on the north fide; but on the 
eaftern one the firft word is r AIcC, and I copied fome other letters It is fiiid, 
there was another building of this kind at fome diftance to the nonh of it, and that a 
chain went from one to the other, and that they were the monuments of two fifters, 
daughters of an emperor; if there really was another, it is not improbable that it might 
be erefted to the memory of Lucius. 

We ftayed at Hems all day in the kane, and when I faw the Inferiprion I was deter¬ 
mined to carry a letter which I had, and a prefent of cloth, to the governor, who has 
the title of aga, and is independent of the pafoa; I defired Iiim to fend a man ivith me; 
he was an old and fuipicious Turk, and very far from being .polite; I endeavoured in 

• In the account of the journey to DamafeuSj the name mentioned in the infeription is rAitl lOTAIO 
Belon. ,n hi* travei., fpeak* of this monument in thefe words ; *' Encor 3 y a an fepulchre h double ellaM, 

hors la riUe, haut elave en forme de pyrainide quar«, fabrique de fort dmeat, quieft Merit dcs leitres 
" GrcqueidunepitaphedcCaiusCjefar.’’ ^ 
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vain ro pet a ladder m order to copy the infcription. The governor fent for me to feel 
his pulfe, and to give him my advice; for I was mentioned m ihe letter as a phyfimn ; 
but when 1 came 1 told him it was a midake, which made hini more fiifpicious , but 
1 had no furtfier need of idm, and my prefent prevented my paying a kaphai' of torn teen 

piajb^es.^^ iwenfv-firft we fct forward on our journey; I obferved, that they reap 
their com in thefe parts, whereas about Daraalcus they pud it up by the roo &. 
CroHinga fine plain, about twelve miles in length, we came ro a high ground over 
the Orontes, on which the village of Relfoun is luuated, and near it are the ruu« of 
a very large convent; tl>t re is a bridge here over the river. I faw m the ro^i fome 
peces of pillars and capitals; and as this is half way between Hems and Hamah, 

Uich was the old Epiphania, I condudedit tohave bem^Aretliuia of 

Table? though the diftemces in neither ot them well correipond , the by 

miftake, put thefe places well: of the Orontes, whereas all of them, except Epiphama 

or llnmah, are on the eaft fide* ^ u i,' i 

We travelled about twelve miles over a fort of a defect, and arrived at Hamah, which 
has penerallv been thought to be Apamea ; but the Itinerary malces Apamea lixtyaour 
miles from Emda, and the Tables fixty-fix, whereas Hann^ at molt cannoL be above 
twenty-four miles from Hema Strabo %s, Apamea is direflly on the other me o 
the mountain from Laodicea in Seleucis, which is much to ihe north of tmmah ; he 
alfo fays, that about Apamea there was much marlhy and meadow ground, and that 
the Orontes and a great lake made it a peniniula; and he adds, that beleucu^Nicator, 
and the other lungs of Syria, kept there five hundred elephants, ai^ a great of 
their army, on account of the great convenience of forage. But Hamah is ktuaieu 
in a narrow valley, having high ground on each lide of it: moreover rke edlem 
hiftorians mention, that the earthquake in one rhoufand one hundred ftfEy-feveii, 
deftroved Hems, Hamah, Laticliea or Laodicea, and Apamea; lo that in thofe times 
the city of Apamea /till retaiiied its name : Hamah therefore cannot be Apamea, but 
muff have been Epipliania, placed in the Itineraiy thirty-two miles, and m the fables 
thirty-fix from Emefa. It is probable this is the capital of the country of liamath, 
the king of which, named Toi, fent prefents to David, and mane an alliance with 
him, on his conquering his enemy the king of Zobah, who probably was mafter of 
the country about Palmyra Tlie llore cities of Hamath alfo are mentioned with 
Tadmor, as built by Solomon f. On the whole, jt is not certain where Apamea, at 
iirfi called Pella by the Macedonians+, was fituatedbut accordmg to Antomne s 
Itinerary, it was in the road from Antioch to Epiphama and Einefa, fixty--nme miles 
from Antioch, thirty-two from Epiphania, and fixty-foiir from Emefa. IneEnglim 
■eemlemen who have paffed between Aleppo and Latichea, have conjeaured that it 
was at Shogle, where they pafsthe Orontes on a bridge; but this feems to be too near 
to Antioch; and if there really is fuch a place as Apamia or I-ainyah on the Orontes, 
which, in the account of the journey from Aleppo to Damaicus, is placed § about nine 
miles from the road, it feems very probable that it was really the ancient Apamea, and 
. Shayfar, which in that map is fouth of it, may be old Lariila, fixteeii mites born 

. fmm Epiphania and Apamea, accordmg to the Itinerary. . rv •- it 

The fitiiation of Hamah is very pardculai- in a nairow valley on the Orontes, ine 
■ plains ending oil each fide in high clifts over the river; it is open to the eait and wed. 
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which is the courfe the river takes here; and without the toivn there are pleafant 
gardens on each fide of the river; the air of it is looked on as unwholfome. It js 
in a manner three towns j the principal town being on the Ibuth fide of the river; 
and between it and the river there runs a narrow high hill, near a mile long, on which 
probably the ancient city ftood, which might have its name on account of the con- 
fpicuoufnefs of its fituation; they now keep a horfe guard in this part: the weft 
end of the hill is feparated by art from the reft, and was a ftrong fort with a deep 
fofle to the eaft, cut down in the rock; the end of the hill, which is very high, is 
fomething of an oblong hexagon figure, and is all faced with ftone; but nothing 
remains on it at prefent, except a fniall part of the walls. At the weft end of this 
there is airother town or large fuburb, as there is a third on the north fide of the river, 
winch extends up to many parts of the heights round it, fo that the city and fuburbs 
Hand on a great compafs of ground. 

As many parts of the town are much higher than the Orontes, they have a method 
of raifing the waters by a great number of wheels in the river made with boxes 
round them, by which the w'ater is raifed to feveral aquedufts, confifting of very high 
arches, which, if well built, might be compared to many of the Roman works; Ibme 
of the wheels are near forty feet in diameter, and raife the water to within five or fix 
feet of their height, which is conveyed along the fide of the hills. 

There are very little remains of antiquity here, except fome ruins of an old gateway, 
and fome few capitals and pillars. I faw feveral Gothic capitals about the town, and 
finding many medals of the Greek emperors here, and very few of great antiquity, 
made me conclude that the place was in a flourilhing condition about the middle ages, 
and that it was but an inconfiderable town before the time of Ptolemy, who does 
not make any mention of Epiphania j the city is now in a very flourilhing condition, 
it being the only town to which the Arabs of the eaftern defert about Tadmor can 
come, in order to be fupplied with what they want; which is a liberty they enjoy on a 
fort of tacit agreement, that they lhall not plunder the caravans that come to this city. 
They are not under a palha, but have a particular bey or governor, to whom the city 
and a territory about it belong- 

The chiefs or Iheifcs of Hamah, for fo thofe are called who are at the head of 
the Arab intereft in every city, are very famous in thefe parts, as they are defcended 
from Mahomet} they have the title of Emir, and they had a great influence and 
intereft in the city and country, till they began to abufe it. Some Englifli going to 
fee the head of them, on making fome compliments to him, with regard to the honour 
and dignity of his family; he had the modefty only to fay, that the people efteemed 
him as a prophet. They have a very fine palace, delightfully fituated on the river. 
I have been told, they have fuch a reverence for this family in fome parts towards 
Perfia, that if any one who has been guilty of a crime comes here, and obtain? fome 
fort of a patent from this emir, they return to their coimtry, and no one can call them 
to an account. 

In this city, as well as in Hems, there are a confiderable number of Greeks. 
Abulfeda, the great Arabian hiftorian and geographer, was prince of Hamah about 
the year one thoufand three hundred forty-five, probably of the family of the fheiks 
of Hamah already mentioned. He had the title of fultan, king and prince of Hamah, 
and reigned three years, the fovereign power being in his family. He publifhed two 
books, for which he is very famous} one an abftrafl: of univerfal hiftory to his own 
time; the other of geography, with the places difpofed in tables according to their 
longitude and latitude. I had letters to the aga hgre, which I would have delivered, 
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in order to have been excufed from paying a great fcaphar, if fhey had demanded it 

of me. _ n. j 

As we had performed two days journey in one, and part of the caravan uopped at 

Reftoun, we ftaid here all the next day, and went out of the town in the evening to 
lay abroad with the caravan j and on the twenty-third we fet out a little after midnight. 
Before we had gone far, we faw all of a hidden about fifty Arab horfe coining towards 
us; immediately every one had his fire-arms ready, and it was curious to fee the foot¬ 
men picking up Hones in a great hurry to throw with their flings, wliich they have 
always tied about their waifts, and are very dexterous in the management of them; 
they proved to be foine Arabs, v>ho had been robbers, but having fubmitted to the 
government, were fettled as honefl men. Having travelled about four leagues from 
Hamali, we paffed by a ruined village on a rifing ground, called Ktabai j another alfa 
called Afriminerra was mentioned; about this place I faw a ruin like a church *, and 
two miles to the left a village called Tifm; and a league further on the left isTrimeris ; 
there are a great number of cifterns under ground about thefe places. At fome dif- 
tance to the weft we faw a ridge of low hills that begin towards the lake of Afe. We 
arrived at Shehoun, which is about eight hours diftant from Hamah. This place, and 
a territory about it, is mider an independent aga; it might be Cappareas of the Itine¬ 
rary. On the twenty-fourth we proceeded on our journey, travelling between low 
hills, and in an hour came to Eifel Cabad, which is a ruined place with cifterns under 
it. When I was about half way between Shehoun and Marrah, 1 was told by one of 
Afia Minor, who was in the caravan, that about a league and a half to the eaft there 
was an obeUlk, fome fepulchres, and other ruins, which he had feen when he formerly 
travelled that way. We went on and arrived at Marrah. 

Chap.XIV. —fy Marrahy Knpb, El Barrow^ Rmiah, Old Aleppo^ er Cbalcis, and 

other places in the way to Aleppo- 

MARRAH, without doubt is Arra, placed thirty miles from Epiphama in the Itine¬ 
rary ; it may be alfo Maronias of Ptolemy, and the people of this place may be the 
Maratocopreni, mentioned by Ammiimus Marcellinus *, who fays, their city was 
deftroyed by Valens on account of the devaftations they committed throughout the 
whole country. Though this place is faid to be thirty-nine miles from Epiphama,_ yet 
I do not take it to be above twenty-four, for the loaded beafts in the caravan went it in 
one day. 1 faw all along this road from Reftoun a great number of cifterns dug down 
in the rock on each fide of the way, to preferve the rain water, and about moft of them 
fome little ruins; fo that wherever I obferved many of them I concluded there had 
been fome antient village. Marrah is a very poor little town ■, there is a fine kane on 
the outfide of it, but nothing elfe worthy of obfervation, except a beautiful fquare tower 
of hewn ftone built to one of their mofques, and a little rubi of a very old church, 
which feemed to have belonged to a building adjoining of a much later date, and might 
be either an old convent, or a Mahometan hofpital. Marrah belongs to an independent 
aga, and there is a large kaphar to be paid by Franks, which his people came to demand 
of me. I told them I had a letter for the aga, and that I would go and deliver it, 
which I found would not be agreeabk to them j fo they were glad to take a finall fum; 
but were very defirous to have got my letter; and I was informed that they would have 
deftroyed it, and then have obliged me to pay their full demand. 


* Strabo, lib.xxTiij. cap. 7. 
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On the tw^ty-fifth we fet out, and in about fix or feven hours arrived at Surnieen, 
where I went to Deep on the bulk of a fliop. I had fent from Hamah to my friend at 
Aleppo, to let him know that I was with the caravan, as he had preffed me to do by 
letter j and he was fo kind as to come as far as this place to meet me: ho foon found 
me out, and conduced me to his tent. In the afternoon we went about three leagues 
to the north weft to Reah, a large village fituated at the northern foot of a ridge of 
hills, which extends from this place almoft to Hamah. About this village, and moft of 
the others in thefe parts, there are great plantations of olive-trees, and they make a con- 
fiderable quantity of Ibap of the oil of olives, which is fent mto Perfia, as well as that 
which is made in Tripoli and Damafcus. We afcended the hills to tlie fouth, pafling 
by feveral grots, on which thei'e were fome very imperfeft remains of Greek infcriptions, 
which to me feemed to contain the names of the people bmied there: I took notice alfo 
of a fine old arch over a fountain. About three quarters of the way up the hill we 
came to a level fpot where there is a fountain, and every thing made very convenient 
for thofe who come here for their pleafure; we met the aga of Reah in this place, with 
whom we drank coffee: the tent being pitched, we ftaid here all night. The aga had 
a great entertainment at this place, and mufic ; he fent us fome of his provilions; and 
I w^as told they were fo polite as not to begin their mufic until they found we were 
afleep, that we might not be difturbed by it. 

On the twenty-fixth we went to fee feveral fine ruins of antient towns or villages to 
the fouth; in about an hour w'e came to Ramy, and afterwards paffed by Magefia and 
Alhy, in all which places we faw ruins of villages built of hewn ftone; we at length 
came to Kuph, which is a ruined village of fuch extent that it looked like the remains 
of a large town. All the buildings in this, and the other places which I (hall mention, 
are of a yellow hewn ftone, which is eafily worked; the walls are built of Angle ftones, 
and are about eighteen inches thick: they are neither fattened with iron nor laid in 
mortar; and in this manner I faw feveral very beautiful walls at leall thirty feet high, 
which flood true, and were not in theleaft ruined in fuch a courfe of time, bdiig built 
on a firm rocky foundation; the ftones are worked fo fmooth that they join very clofe, 
and are laid in fuch a manner as to bind one another. In Kuph the buildings appear 
like very magnificent palaces j fome of them are built round feveral courts; I was afto- 
nifhed to fee fuch buildings in a place fo retired, and in the midft of rocky hills, where 
there is no view or profpe£t of any thing delightful; but on talcing a nearer view of 
them, I concluded by whom and for what purpofe they were built. By the manner of 
architecture, which is not bad, they mull have been of the fourth or fifth century at the 
loweft. The croffes made over all the doors are a proof that they are Chriftian buildings j 
and as there are fepulchres built near every one of the large honfes, thefe places mull 
have been antiently ufed for retirement by Chriftians of diftinCtion in thofe primitive 
times, to which they might come in order to feparate themfelves from the world, and 
to meditate on their mortality in fight of their tombs; and to thefe places they probably 
withdrew in order to end their days j and fome perfons who were inclined to fpend 
their fortunes in a devout retirement might live in thefe folitudes, not without fome 
grandeur, and maintain a religious hofpitality. Thefe fepulchres are very handfome 
fquare buildings; moft of them are adorned with CorintWan pilafters at the corners, 
fupporting rich entablatures, over which they are built in the form of a pyramid; there 
are generally four or five very large ftone coffins in them, and a fort of fteps are made 
up the fides of the pyramids to go to the top of them. Adjoining to a large palace 
there are ruins of a church built after the Syrian manner; there are alfo feveral burial 
places, which feem to have been vaults under tlieir houfes; and likewife great numbers 
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of fepulchres cut into the rock, feme of which have a portico before them of three or 
four pillarsj cut alfo out of the rock. 

North of this village is a place called ElbarraWj w'hich is only feparated from it by a 
little valley: here there is a ruinous well-built caftle, and fome decayed houfes,! which 
are of no mean ftrufture; there is likewife a well cut down through the rock. From 
this place we returned partly by the fame way, and went about two leagues to the north 
eall to a village chilled Frihay, wdiere there are remains of fonie very haiidfome palaces, 
one of which is almoft entire; over the door of another there is an imperfect Greek 
infeription, which feemed to contain the name of the matler of it; one fepulchral 
building is like thole of Kuph, except that it is covered with a cupola; the others are 
all in a different mannei^, and feem to have made a circle on a hill, at a little diftance 
from the houfes ; there are a great number of them; one is a grot cut into the rock, 
and before the entrance there is an arch about nine feet thick, built w'ith fmgle Hones 
of that length, and finely turned ; in the front of thefe arches there are fome imperfeft 
Greek inferiptions, which I faw were of a refiglous nature, mofl: of them being doxolo- 
gies. Under one of the arches near a houfe, (in w^hich I could fee no entrance into any 
grot,) there are two or three Greek infcriptions, which feemed to be Pagan, but in 
fuch barbarous unintelligible Greek, that they were hardly worth tranferibing. In all 
the roads about thefe places, efpeciaJIy at the villages, we faw fome ruins and decayed 
churches built with hewn Hone, and in the fame tafte. We returned in the evening to 
our tent at Reah, 

On the twenty-feventh in the afternoon we fet out and w^ent three hours eaft fouth 
eafl by a bad rocky road to Rouiah, called by the Franks Old Reah; after travelling 
about an hour w^e paffed through Kapharlate, where there are fome ruins and old 
columns, particularly a fountain covered with an arch fupported by four Doric pillars, 
with a Greek infeription on it; we went through Montef, where we faw more ruins, 

Rouiah is near the plain that leads from Marrah to Aleppo ; this is a more magnifi¬ 
cent place than the others; there are in it about fix or fevea fine palaces, fome of 
which are almoll entire, and there are almoft as many churches: the houfes are built 
round courts with porticos all round within, fupporting a gallery, which communicates 
with the rooms above, there being a door from it to every room. The capitals of the 
pillars, which are no bad work, are of the Corinthian and Ionic orders: the churches 
feem to have been more magnificent than the houfes, efpecially three or four, which 
are built with three naves, the arches of which are fupported by pillars, and the largeft 
has great pillars in it of an oblong fquare figure, and a portico before it; on one fide 
there is an open building with a dome fupported by columns, which feems to have been 
a baptiftery; on the north fide of the church there is a building like a fmall antient 
temple, with an angular pediment at each end; the corners are adorned with Corin¬ 
thian pilafters, not of the beft workmanfliip; the whole building is raifed on a fine 
bafement, and before it there is a portico, confifting only of two pillars, which are in 
the front between the fide w^alls tliat fupport the pediment; this feemed to have been a 
family chapel, and under it is a vault with ftone coffins, or graves, cut in the rock: 
there is another of the fame kind near one of the palaces, with an unintelligible Greek 
infeription on the pediment. There are ruins of great buildings all round the large 
church, where probably many perfons might live In a fort of conimunity; and this 
poffibly might be the firJfl beginning of that fort of retirement in thefe parts, which 
was afterwards introduced and fettled in public communities in the monallic life: one 
of the churches was dedicated to St, Peter and Paul, and has on it this infeription: 
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There is one fepulchre here of a very particular kind; two arches are turned at proper 
diftances, and about fix or feven feet above the ground a very large ftone coffin is 
placed on them, which b nine feet long, four feet ten inches wide, and five feet ten 
inches deep; the part below, which is enclofed, has in it two graves cut down in the 
rock. We lay all night at Roniah. 

On the twenty-eighth we went to the north-eaft, and in two hours, at Elfcane, came 
into the high road from Marrah to Aleppo, where there is a good old kane; it is about 
half way between Marrah and Surmeen; we foon left the road, and went to the north- 
call: to old Aleppo, afeending the hill which is over it, where there is a mofq'je, and 
a llieik’s burial place; here we Itaid all day, and vifited the "antiquities about the 
place. 

Old Aleppo is computed to be about twelve miles to the fouth of Aleppo, and near 
two leagues to the eaft of the high road; I take this place to have been Chalcis, the 
antient capital of the diftrid of Chalcidene, and not the antient Beroea, which, -with¬ 
out doubt, Hood where Aleppo now is. Clialcis is placed in the Itinerary twenty miles 
from Arra, and eight from Beroa, though it is not fo much j but the former agrees 
very well with the diftance of thefe places; in the Tables indeed it is twenty-nine from 
Berya, wliich may be a iniftake for nineteen. The road in the Tables from Antioch 
to Berya, joins at Chalcis with the road of the Itinerary from Emela to Beroa; and 
now the common road from Hems is not far from it, and the road of the Arabs is 
clofe by it. The reafon why the road has been changed is probably becaufe it might 
not be fo fafe on account of robbers. Ptolemy places Chalcis twenty minutes fouth of 
Beroea, all which diftances are too great, it being but fixteeii miles from this place to 
Aleppo, round by Kan Touman. The true Arabian name of this town was Kennafferin, 
and it is fo called at this time j the Arab writers aUb call the northern part of Syria by 
this name, according to their divifion of the country, and the gate of Aleppo that goes 
out this way has the fame name; and it is probable, that the Arabs finding Chalcis a 
flourifliing city, and a capital of a divifion of Syria among the antients, might make it 
the capital of the northern part of Syria, and call that diftriift by the fame name, which 
the natives originally gave to the city; the Greeks probably giving it another name, 
iifed only by themfelves; it was no inconfiderable city in the time of the antients, 
being the ftrong hold of the extenfive country called Marfyas. The remains of it ate 
about a mile fouth of the river of Aleppo, which is called the Caid, and runs at the 
foot of the hills which are between this place and that city. The courfe of this river 
feems formerly to have been on a lower ground nearer the old city, and to have been 
carried higher in order to water fome lands; as this place was called Chalcis ad Belum, 
it is not unlikely that Belus was the name of this river, unlefs it might be the name of 
the mountains near it, which are now called Sheik Aite; there are fome remains of 
the foundations of the city walls, which are about ten feet thick; they are not above 
a mile in circumference, and were built with fquare towers at equal diftances. At the 
fouth-eaft fide of the city is a raifed ground, on which there are foundations of an antient 
caftle, which was about half a mile in circumference, and they fay, that there are three 
wells in it; all now is a confufed heap of ruins, except on the north-eaft fide without 
the town, where on an advanced ground there are foundations of an oblong fquare 
building, which might be a temple. There is a liigh hill to the weft of the city, on 
which the fortrefs probably ftood, which was the gri?at defence of all this country ; on 
the top of it there are three or four very fine large cifterns, like arched vaults, cut down 
in the rock, with a hole in the top to draw up the water, and fteps down to them on 
one fide; there is likewife a mofque on a mount, which is the higheft part of the hill, 
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where I faw fome fragments of Chriftian Greek infcriptions j and at theeafi: end of the 
niofque are tiie foundations of a femidrcular building, which convinced me that it had 
been a church. At the foot of this hill to the north there is cut over the door of a 
grotto a fpread eagle in relief, which might be a work of the Romans, probably during 
the government of the Flavian family, who might be benefaSors to the city, as the 
name of it was changed m compliment to fome of them, probably Trajan; for there is 
a medal of this city, with Trajan’s head on it, and this reverfe, $A. XAAKIAEnN. 
From the top of this hill I faw the minaret of the mofque in the caftle of Aleppo, 
though there are high mountains between thefe places. We let out on the twenty- 
ninth, and went along by the river to the high road from Damafcus, and came to 
Kan-Touman in that road, which is fix miles from Aleppo. This kane, they fay, 
was built by Touman Bey, the laft mamaluke fultan of Egypt, but I do not know 
what authority they have for it; there are fome fmall brafs cannon on the walls of tlie 
kane. Faffing over this hill we came into the open uneven country in which Aleppo 
ilands- We encamped in a garden at Rambuta near a league from Aleppo. Several 
friends came out to dine with us, and in the evening the conful fent his chancellor, 
dragoman, and chons or melfenger, with his compliments, and we all went together 
to Aleppo, paying the compliment of alighting at the conful’s houfe, and when I had 
paid my refpefts to Him I retired to the houle of my friend. 


Chap. XV. — Of Aleppo. 

THE country in which Aleppo ftands is uneven in many parts, and yet, with regard 
to the mountains, it may be looked on as a plain. It is bounded to the north by 
mount Taurus, to the weft by mount Amanus, and to the eaft by the Euphrates, 
ftretching away to the fouth beyond the valley of fait, as far as the large barren deferts 
of Palmyra, and is partly bounded to the fouth by the hills which we paffed over. The 
country about Aleppo is a rocky freeftone, and the foil is fhallow. 

Aleppo itfelf is lituated partly on the plain, and partly on two or three riling 
grounds; it is encompaffed with walls of hewn Hone, which are thought to be moftly 
of the mamaluke building; thefe walls are not above three miles in circumference, but 
there are great fuburbs, efpecially to the north, fo that the whole cannot bs much lefs 
than five miles in compafs. Aleppo is generally thought to be the old Bertea, and 
though there are very few marks of antiquity about it, yet they are fufficient to prove 
that there was an antient town here. I was informed, that they frequattly find marble 
pillars a confiderable depth in the earth to the north-eaft of the cafile, where the old 
town probably flood. One of the hills to the north of the town feems to be raifed by 
art into a high mount, on which the caftle of Aleppo ftands; and the foffe is near 
half a mile in circumference. The ftreets and bazars, or fiiops, are laid out like thofe 
of Damafcus; it is efteemed one of the bell built cities throughout all the Turkilh 
dominions j the houfes being of hewn free ftone, and there are fome mofques and 
kanes efpecially, which are very magnificent j feveral of the former having large domes 
to them. But the buildings are not high in proportion to the fize, and the domes are 
raifed fo little above them, that they appear low and flat, though built with great 
expence. 

The Jews and Chriftians of the country live in one of the fuburbs, and the Ifranks 
In one quarter of the city: the houfes bring all terraced over, they can go from houfe 
to houfe on the top of them, where they do not think proper to make up any fence; 
and when they do, they frequently have doors through them j and the air of Aleppo 
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is fo fine that the people lie on the tops of their houfes during the fiimmer feafon. On 
the north and weft fides of the town, at foine little diftance, runs the river Caie, which, 
though a final 1 dirty ftream, yet paffing through the gardens makes them very pleafant j 
this river is loft in a morafs about four miles to the eaft of old Aleppo. The gardens 
produce a great variety of fruit; there are fmall houfes in them, to which company 
often retire for fome weeks in the fiimmer; and thefe gardens may be hired at any 
time for a party of pleafure. The water which they ufe for drinking is brought about 
four miles from the north by an aqueduft on the ground, and in fome parts, where 
there are little hills, the water runs under ground, in the maimer as defcribed near 
pamafcus; the water here has a certain quality, which makes ftrangers, who drink of 
it, break out in blotches, and they have generally three or four about their hands and 
arms, which continue half a year, or a year, and are very troublefome; fome have 
not this diforder till after they have lived there many years; and it is obferved, that 
the natives have it once, and that it commonly appears in their faces; nor is there any 
remedy found againft it: among the Englifli it goes by the name of the Mai of Aleppo. 
The Aleppines are reckoned a fubtle people, and the Turks, both merchants and 
others, value themfelves much on appearing and being efteemed as gentlemen, under 
the title of Cheleby. The palha of the northern part of Syria refides here, and is 
called the pafha of Aleppo; it is a good paflialic, and the people fubmit quietly when 
their governor fqueezes their purfes; and their tyranny this way often fells very heavily 
on their Chriftian fubjefts. 

Aleppo is the great mart for all Perfian goods, efpecially for raw filks; a large cara¬ 
van comes from Balfora or Bofra, on the Euphrates, which is ufually a month on the 
road. This trade has however much decayed fince the Perfian war, on which the filk 
commonly brought from Afia Minor to this place began to be carried to Smyrna; and 
the bufinefs of filk and woollen carpets, which were made in the north part of Perfia 
towards Tauris, almoft entirely decayed; and the communication this w'ay being cut 
off, the demand gradually lelfened, till the art itfelf was almoft loft. They fend to 
Europe fine goats hair of Perfia, in order to make hats. They manufeaure alfo many 
burdets of the fame kind as thofe of Damafcus, but not in fo great perfeflion, and 
fend them all over 1 urkey, and to Europe: this place is alfo famous for piftachio nuts, 
of which they have great orchards of a better kind than thofe that grow wild, and they 
are fent to all parts: the import is chiefly Venetian and Leghorn wrought filks, tin, 
many fmall wares from Europe, and Englilh and French cloths. The Englifli feSory 
was fettled here about the time of queen Elizabeth; it is of late much decayed, which 
is owing to the perfeftion and cheapnefs of the French manufedure, fo that there are 
not above fix or feven Englifli houfes here at prefent. The Dutch have a conful, Smd 
two houfes, but their trade is almoft entirely loft. This is the moft femous place in 
Turkey for making tents. 

About half a mile north of Aleppo there is a'convent of Dervifes, pleafantly fituated on 
a rifing ground; there is in it a fine mofque covered with a dome; and many tall cyprefs 
trees growing about the convent, make it appear a more pleafant place at a diftWe 
than it really is j there being a great want of verdure in the country round about it: 
Thefe dervifes are not of the dancing fort, but there is another community of them at 
Aleppo, who exercife their devotion that way. 

On the fouth-eaft fide of the town are feveral magnificent fcpulchres of the Mama- 
luke times; they are indeed mofques, which the great perfons, whilft they ivere alive, 
built to depofit their bodies in: the buildings generally confift of a portico built on 
three tides of a court with pillars, in a very coftly and magnificent manner, with a 
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grand gateway in front; oppofite to this is the mofque^ which is generally covered 
with a dome; and the nurab or niche, that direSs them which way to pray, is very 
often made of the fineft marbles, fomething in the manner of mofaic work. In one of 
the burial places, to the eail of the walls of the city, they fay the body of Campfon 
Gaur is depolited, who was fucceeded as fuhan of Egypt by Touman Bey, the lall 
prince of the Mamaluke fucceffion f he was defeated and killed near this place in a 
battle \rith fultan Selim* About a league alfo eaft of Aleppo, a remarkable battle was 
fought between Tamerlane and the fukan of Egypt, in which the former, according to 
his ufual fuccefs, vanquillied his enemy. 

The Armenians, Greeks, Syrians, and Maronites, have each a church in Aleppo, 
which are all in the fame quarter of the town. The Armenians and Greeks have a 
bilhop in this city ^ the latter, excepting about a hundred families, are of the Roman 
Greek church,' 

The Jewilh fynagogue feems to have been an old church, and fome part of the walls 
of it are remains of an antient building that was adorned with very good Corinthian 
pilaRers, and probably was built when Chrilfianity was firft eftablifiied by the temporal 
power. There is a mofque with Corinthian pillars in it of a Gothic tafte, which, they 
fay, was a church; and adjoining to it are remains of a portico or cloilter in a better 
ftyle; it is near the great mofque, which, they fay, was the cathedral church, and is 
built round a very lat^ge court 5 fo that probably the other was fome building belong¬ 
ing to it, 

I faw in Aleppo a bronze ftatue of Minerva, about two feet and a half high, but the 
head has been broken oiF. 

The Englilh pafs their time here very agreeably j and in the excurfions which they 
make for pleafure they are commonly refpefted by the Arabs, Curdeens, and Turco- 
men, there being very few inftances of their having been plundered by them. They 
live very fociably with one another, and pafs two or three days in the week either in the 
gardens, or under a tent in the country, or elfe amufe themfelves in the feafon with 
country diverlions, 

I had a very good profpecf of going from Aleppo to Palmyra: having mentioned to 
the conful the defire I had to make this journey, he told me, that it was a very fortu¬ 
nate time for me; the ftieik, or, as the Europeans call him, the king of Palmyra, 
being at Aleppo, and that he had a very good interefl in him; he was accordingly 
applied to, and faid, that if I would ftay fome time till the heat of the feafon was over, 
he would take care that I fliould fee every thing without the leaft danger. It is pro¬ 
bable he forefaw what was coming upon him; for foon afterwards I heard that he had 
been fupplanted by another govemor. 

Chap. XVI- •— OJ" Antab / and cf Romkala^f on the Euphrates, 

I SET out on the fourteenth of Aiiguft northward for Antab, and went about a 
Irague by the aqueduf):, in order to join the caravan at Hafan, where we lay ail 
night. On the fifteenth we fet forward, and foon came to the fountain that fupplies 
the aqueduft, which rifes in around bafin about thirty feet in diameter j the waters are 
railed by a wall built round it: there is another ftreain that rifes further off, and here 
unites with this j in about an hour and a quarter we paffed by Haffan-pacha. Having 
travelled above two hours further, I faw Arface at about the diftance of fix miles to 
the weft, in the way from AlepjM to Corus. Arface is thought by fome to be Minniza 
of the Itinerary, twenty-two miles from Beroea, and twenty from Cyrrhus. Khillis is 
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another coiifiderable town this way which I did not fee; it is computed to be thirty-fix: 
miles north of Aleppo, and about as many fouth weft of Antab j it is at the foot of mount 
T. aurus, and is now a noted mart for cottons. At the diftance of ten or fifteen miles 
from ii-, in the mountains to the north and north weft, there are three or jfour pafles 
defended by callles, conjeftured, from the architecture, to have been built about the 
time of Juftiman, , probably to keep the robbers "of the mountains in order. A few 
years ago the porte made a pafha of Khiilis, in order to reftrain the Curdeens, who 
entirely defeated him ; and it is now under the ufual government of an aga; there are 
no remains of antiquity about it, but as they find feveral medals there, it is probable, 
that it was anantient town, and it might be Chanuma in the Tables, though it may be 
objetfed that the Tables make it twenty miles from Cyrrho, whereas the place now 
called Corus, fuppoled to be the antient Cyrrhus, is but ten miles weft and by north 
from Khiilis. The Itinerary makes Cyrrho forty-fom- miles from Beroea, and places 
Minniza between them, twenty miles from the latter, which confirms tlie opinion 
that it WM at Arface. Cyrrhus was the antient capital of the country called from it 
Cyrrheftica. Corus is computed to be about thirty-fix miles nortli north weft of 
Aleppo; the rivers Sabon and Ephreen run near the town *. There are confiderable 
remains of the antient city. About a league further we paffed through Ahtareen 
where there is an old kane: the inhabitants had left the place on account of the ravages 
of the Curdeens j fome of them being gone to Aleppo, and others to Killis; there is 
a little hill to the north of the town, round which there is a wall of large rough 
ftones, which is fifteen feet high, and, without doubt, ferved as a fortrefs j and I faw 
fuch hills near many of the villages, on which they doubtlefs fortified themfelves 
agamll the incurfions of robbers. In about an hour and a half we came to Zelehef^ 
which IS computed to be eight hours from Aleppo, ten from Antab, and three from 
Kilhs, which is under the hills to the north weft. It was tvith great difficulty I got 
into a houfej for they apprehended that we were foldiers, whom they expeded there, 
to levy fome taxes on them ; but when they were undeceived, I was lodged with the 
chief man in the village. 

On the fixteenth we went foruTird, travelling through the fame fort of defert coun¬ 
try, as it chiefly appeared to be in the way from Aleppo, though as the harveft was 
pan, and they probably pull up the corn by the roots, the country might appear worfe 
than It really is; but there were very few trees to be feen in all this road. After three 
hours we entered in between low hills, and went an hour through a fine narrow valley 
of a good foil, and then going over the hills, we came into the plain of Sejour, 
through which there runs a river of the fimie name to the eaft; the village of Sejour 
IS beyond this ftream at the foot of a little hill. We paffed over three channels cut 
frt^ this ftream, m order to carry the water into the river of Aleppo, over which we 
paffed about a mile further; it is here a larger river than it is at Aleppo, many ftreams 
bemg earned out of it below to water the country; as I was informed itrifes about two 
hours touth eaft of Antab j fome Englifli gentlemen went to the place which is called 
Hajai-Yadereen or Gadjeia, where they law the rife of it from about forty fprings 
near one another; another rivulet runs above it, which, they fuppofed, was the Se- 
jour; there w'as an opinion in Golius’s time that thefe fpnngs came from the Eu- 


T imagine, fell into the lake of Antioch, running under the bridge called 
to the If often trained thofe roada, fays, it falls into a lake near Keren, 

^now that tliis was the Labotas of Strabo: I do not certainly 

theTkInf A *‘'°“e** « “ reprefented fo} ifit falls into 

me lake of Antioeli, it is probable that it runs under the bridge called Morat-Paflia. 
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phrates. We went over fome low hills m the plain called ZaaLhoun^ and paffed a 
river of that nanie, which riles about an hour to the weft, and runs eaftward } we 
cmne to the village of Zaal-houiij where we Hayed all nighty and on the feveiiteenlh 
proceeded on our journey, and after-travelling an hour, we went up the hills by a 
gentle afeent, and paffed over two ftreams: in about an hour we defeended the mils, 
paiTed a fkirt of the valley^ and left the village of Murravan on the right; near wmen 
is Orrour, a village of Arnienrans, who have a church there ; we afeended the hill, 
and came down on Antab- The Arabic language is fpoke very little north ofAleppo . 
about half way betvveen that place and Antab we came to a village that talked Aiabic, 
andfoon after to another that fpoke Turkifli j but moft of them underftand both lan¬ 
guages, I had a letter to an Annenian merchant at Antab, who came to fee me, 
Ihewed me every thing about the town, and entertained me that evening in a very ele¬ 
gant manner at Ins houfe, , . , t 

Antab is thought to be theantient Antiochia ad Taurum in Comagena, winch was 
eieded into a fiiiall kingdom by the Romans, when they made the reft of Syria a pro- 
vlace. This town is fituated on two hills, and the valley between them, and is about 
tliree miles h circuiiiferenc<^,; the fmall river Sejonr runs by the town, and is conveyed 
TO tile higher pans of It by aquedudls carried round the hills, which branch out iroin 
rhe river above the town j there are many fine fprings that rife about this place. "l,.e 
air of Antab is efteemed to be very good; the people live moftly on the hills, and nave 
their Ihops in the valley; which being built at the foot of the hills, and having flat 
roofs, one iiifenfibly defeends upon them, and on the covered ftreets which arebetw^eeii 
iheiu ; fo that it furprifes any one when he imagines that he is walking on the ground, 
to look down through holes, which give light to the ftreets, and fee people walking 

below, , - 

There is a ftrong old caftle on a roimd hill, with a deep foETe about it cut out ot 
the rock j it is in one refpedb diHerent n'om all thefe kind of cafties 1 have feen 5 ^ for 
wltfiin the fofte there is a covered way, the bottom of wdiich is about the fame height 
with the ground on the outfide of the foffe i great part of it is cut but of the rock, the 
reft being built and arched with hewn ftone ^ from this covex'ed way the hill is cafed 
all the way up with hewn ftone, as deferibed at Hems.^ They have here a confiderable 
nianufafture of coarfe ftamped callicoes. The Chriftians are all of the Armenian 
communion, as thev are every where to the north of Aleppo ; they have a church 
here, and fpeak TurKilh, as they do in almoft all the villages between Aleppo and 
Antab; and from this place northward the Arabic language is not fpoken. 4^ 
find many medals here it is a proof of the anti^uiiy of this city ; they are chiefly oi 
the Syrian kings, and fome alfo of the kings of Cappadocia; this town is in the high 
road to Ezroun or Erzeron, which is towards the rile of the Euphrates, at the dit 
tance of ten days journey. It is fuppofed that Erzeron is tlie old T. heodoliopolis, and 
that it changed its name, when the people of Artze near it retired to that place, 
after their town was deftroyed. At a place called Serpent, among the Mount^s, 
about fix hours to the north, they find a fort of marble, that has been thought to 
refemble porphyry ; I procured a piece of it j it is a marble of a very pale red colour, 
with fome fmall fpots in it of white, and a deeper red, and of a pale yellow. 

On the feventeenth, about two hours before midnight, I fet out towards the Eu¬ 
phrates, in company with two Turks, who were going that way, there being fome 
danger in the road ; we pafled the river Sejour, travelled an hour between the hills, 
and* as long through a plain ; we afterwards afeended for about two hours between 
the hills, and defeended into a narrow valley, in which we were under fome appreh 
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Cons, as it haJ ufually been a harbour for rogues. In about an hour we came to the 
village of Aril, by which there runs a ftream of the fame name ; we came to another 
valley, paffed by Carrat, and having gone about an hour and a half further, came to 
Hyam, where we repofcd in a grove near a fpring, until about four in the evening j 
this place is famous for a large fort of imperial pears called the Hyam pears. We 
afcended a fteep hill, and having travelled on the top of the rocky mountains for about 
two hours, defcended into a valley; on the further fide of it is a village, which is 
moftly under ground, called The Village of Piftachio Nuts, becaufe pHlacIiio trees 
grow wild about it; we paflbd over mountains, and came into another valley, and going 
up the hills again arrived at Jobar, where we llaid ail night j and as tliere ■was aTurkilh 
man and woman of this village in our company, we were received with much civilit}'; 
and after fupper, the whole village came and fat round^the carpet, and one of them 
played on a tambour, and fung a Curdeen fong. 

On the nineteenth we travelled half an hour on the hill, and defcended into a deep' 
vale, in which the riverSimeren runs; from this vale we afcended up to Romkala, 
which is about twelve leagues to the eaft north eaft of Antab. This road is moftly 
over mountains, which may be reckoned the foot of mount Taurus. ^ 

Romkala [The Greek caftlej is fituated on the Euphrates ; the river Siiperen, which 
comes from the weft, and falls into the Euphrates at this place, feems to be the river 
Singas, which, according to Ptolemy, runs into the Euphrates in the fame degree of 
latitude, in tvhich Andochia adTaurum is fituated, though indeed this place is more_ 
to the north than that city. Ptolemy fays, that the river Singas rifes at the mountain of 
Pietia; I was informed that this river rifes about two hours from Antab, and it is 
probable Singa was at the rife of it. If tliis vi-as the Singas, Samofata, the capital of 
Comagena, was fixteen minutes north of it, according to Ptolemy; but I could find 
no account of any ruins of that place, w'hich is faid to be forty miles to the fouth of 
the catarafts of the Euphrates, where it pafles mount Taurus;, I could get no account 
of thefe catarafts; they are probably only fome fmall falls of water, occafioned by 
rocks that crofs the bed of the river. Samofata is famous for having given birth to ' 
Lucian, and. Paulus Samofatemis, the heretical bifliop of Antioch; it was alfo the 
ftation of the feventh Roman legion. If the river at Romkala was the Singas, Zeugma, 
according to Ptolemy, was twenty minutes fouth of it, which agrees very Tvell with’ 
the fituation of that place. For after I had left Beer, I enquired if there was any place 
on the Euphrates of that name; and I was informed, that about twelve miles above 
Beer the^e vitis a place cdled Zima; and afldng if there were any figns of a bridge 
there, I W'as affured, that, when the water is low, they fee on each fide of the river, 
the ruins of a pier, which may poftibly be the remains of this bridge. It is probable, 
that there was no town at the mouth of the river Singas, becaufe Ptofoniy mentions 
none on the Euphrates in the fame latitude, but puts down Urima as ten miles to the 
north, and Arudis as ll've miles fouth. 

The caftle of Romkala, though much ruined, is worthy of the curlofity of a travel¬ 
ler: it was probably the work of the Greek emperor-s, from whom it may have received 
its name. This caftle was probably in the country called Cyrrheftica, becaufe Urima, 
ten miles north of it, was in that part of Syria ; that is, on a fuppofition that the river 
which falls into die Euphrates here, was the river Singas. The caftle is fituated at 
the north end of a chain of mountams over the river; the mountain here is narrow, 
and the part on which the caftle ftands is feparated from the mountains to the fouth, 
by a very extraordinary deep folTe cut in the rock ; it is faid, there was a defign to 
have funk it ib low, that part of the river Simeren Ihould have run that way, and made 
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the place an ifland, which feenis not to be fo difficult as what has been already 
don& The afcent is on the weft fide, where there are four terraces cut in the rock 
one over another, with a gateway to each of them, fome of which are double, many 
of them are entirely cut out of the rock, and others only in part j the terraces are 
made with a gentle afcent, and fteps from one terrace to another; there is alfo a great 
afcent within the callle walls. There are two churches in the cattle; the lower one 
feems to be the more antient, and confifts of three naves; the weft end of the middle 
nave is adorned with an angular pediment, and the fide ones with a half pediment, 
which from this appears to be the ftyle of the Greeks ; and it may befuppofed that 
Palladio borrowed this kind of architeaure from them. On the top of the hill there- 
are lome very magnificent old buildings, and a finall church in a (^otliic tafte, though 
very grand. This church on fome certain days is much reforted to by the neighbomr- 
ing Chriftians, and is called Der Nafite, from which one would imagine, that there 
was antiently a convent here. This church is almoft a fquare ; and there are two 
chapels on each fide of the high altar; the afcent to the church is by a flight of eight 
fteps on each fide to a landing place; at the bottom of thefe flights, there are two great 
oftagon pillars with Gothic capitals. 

Another curiofity in this caftle, is a very large well, which is now partly filled up ; 
they fay, that the bottom of it was on a level with the bed of the Euphrates,from which 
it was fupplied; and when the river is low, they fee fome ftone work of the canal 
that conveyed the water to it, and there are private paffages down to the river. The 
rock to the north eaft and fouth is cut down perpendicular, and the wall is built on it. 
The whole caftle, which is about half a mile in corapafs, is entirely built of 
hewn ftone rufticated. This caftle has been made ufe of by the Turks as a place of 
baniftiment for great men in difgrace; and when I was there, it was the hard fate of 
lonam Cogia to be confined in it, who had been captain baflia or high admiral of the 
grand fignor’s forces, and was an old experienced officer of great abilities. 

The Euphrates, called by the Turks Morad, and by the Arabs Fara, is here con¬ 
fined between hills, and is not above a furlong broad in this place ; this river rifes 
much after rains, and fomerimes even to the height of fifteen feet perpendicular : there 
are high clifts on each fide, from which there is a defcent to the river by fandy banks. 
The water is of a pale green colour, and the bed of a fpangling fand. The ferry boats 
here are very deep: the ftern of them is broad, and being left open for the cattle to go 
in, appear like a common boat with one end cut off. 

Chap. XVII. — Of Mefopotamia in general; of Ourfa., the antient Edejfa; and of 

Beer, 

WE croffed the Euphrates at Romkala into Mefopotamia on the nineteenth. This 
country had the fame name among the Hebrews as Syria, being called Aram, and alfo 
Padan Aram, though fometimes it is more plainly diftinguilhed from Syria by being 
called Aram Naharaim, or Aram of the rivers*. 

From the Euphrates we afeended the hills through plantations of piftachio nuts, and 
travelling about an hour and a half in a ftony road, came to an Armenian village called 
Gibeen, where there is a very antient church well built of hewn ftone; there is alfo an 
cnclofure of high walls to the fouth of it, where there feem to have been lodgings for 
monks, for they have a tradition that it was a monafteryj and without the village 

* Gei>,x]sir. 10. Peat, xxiii. 4. 
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th6rc 316 ruins of snothcr church near a large cemeteryj where the graves are 
cut Into tlie rock, and have flone covers over them* .There are a great number of 
vmeyards near the village, which bear ejtcelleot grapes. The priefts here were very 
civil to us, and I hired a Chriftiaii that belonged to the church to go with us to 
Ourfa: we went about an hour to a fmall village called Arra, where a great Turk 
was building a large houfe out of the ruins of an old church and convent* We 
went on about two hours, and came to a fummer village of country people, whofe 
huts were made of loofe {tones covered with reeds and boughs; their winter village 
being on the fide of a hill at fome diftance, confifting of very low houfes. They 
chufe thefe places for the convenience of being with their cattle, and that they may be 
more out of the high road. At they were afraid left we were people belonging 
to the paftta, who had lately taken away two men by force out of their village to fend 
them to the war j but when they knew who we were, they were very well fatisfied; and 
I lay on my carpet near one of their houfes. 

On the twentieth we came in an hour to a village called Negrout, where there is an 
old well built church ; in an hour more we pajHed by Kifelbourgd, and defcending into 
a narrow valley, came in an hour to Beb^-bourg, where I faw the ruins of a church,, 
and a little further thofe of another, and beyond this fome ruins on a hill j we travelled 
an hour and came to Golouflia, and in half an hour more to Dagouly, and afterwards 
to Zoumey at the fame diftance, and going half a league further we came to an en--- 
campnient of Rulhowins, a fort of herdfmen j thefe were Curdeens?. Here we ftaid 
part of the day near one of their tents. We went about four hours along a plain, 
paffing near feveral villages ; we afcended a hill, and in half an hour came to fome 
TOnfiderable ruins on a hill to the left, at the foot of which there is a ruined church* 
Travelling an hour further we came to another ruined place called Ruiik, where there 
were two houfes*, one of which feemed to be built on a fepulchre, with an arched en- 
tr^ce, and near them is a church almoft entire. Here fome Curdeen Rufhowins were 
taking care of their corn, and one of them Ihewed us the way to the irtents, which were 
near a mile further, and very numerous; we were well received by them, and they 
brought us a fort of grout and four milk. They perfonned fome ceremomes of beat¬ 
ing pans, and praying, which they told me was on account of fome change of the moon : 
1 lay near fome of their tents. 

On the twenty-firft we fet out, and after travelling fome time we came to the head 
r ^ called Burac; we went along a vale, and came to a caufeway about ten 

leet high, made with hewn ftone, which feemed to be an antient work: beyond it 
there IS a wide arch turned over the rivnIet,whiGh ferves both for a bridge and aquedudt 
to convey the water to Ourfa, This bridge is very near the city walls, and there are 

two more of the fame kind further to the north, which convey the water to the higher 
parts of the town. ° 


We arrived at Ourfa, where I was recommended to a Turk, and alfo to a Chriftian, 
who was fecretary to die paflia; he preffed me to go home with him, where I was 
handfomely entertamed on the terrace of his houfe, and took up my lodging 


This place IS called Ourfa, by the Arabs, but the Turks give it the name of Roiha 
men generally agreed to be the antient city of Edelfa ; and many learned 

Sr’tW ^erfally of opinion, that it is Ur of the Chaldees. The latter 

wLh >, 7 Ourcafdin, that is, the fire of Chaldiea, out of 

fhif Ai brought Abraham; and on this account the TalmudHts affirm, 

mat Abraham was here call mto the fixe, and was niiraculoufly delivered. This place 

^ feems 
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icems to have retted Its aiidcnt name, as many others have done ; Edefla being the 
name given it by the Greeks: however^the name of this city feems to have been changed 
ill honour of one of the kings of Syria, of the name of Antiochus, and to have been called 
Aiitiochia* The famous fountain CaHirrhoe being here, this city was diftinguiflied from 
others by the name of Antiochia ad Callirrhoen, and there are medals which were 
If ruck with this name, though, if it had not been explained by Pliny *, it would be difficult 
to have known what place was meant. I'his city is remarkable on account of the 
death of the emperor Caracalla. 

Ourfa is built on part of two hills, and in the valley between them, at the fourh 
weft corner of a fine plain, which appears more beautiful, becaufe all the other parts 
about it are rocky, or mountainous; the town is about three itdies in circumierence, 
encompafTed with antient walls, defended by fquare towers. On the north hde there 
, is a very deep foflee, which feems to be the bed of winter torrent coming’ from the 
weft ; on the eaft this folTee is not fo deep, there being much morafty ground ou that 
fide the Iiill on which the caftle ftands is to the fouth: fome parts ot the town are 
tolerably well-built, though it is not well laid ouL The great beauty of it confifls in 
fome fine fprings that rife very plentifully bettveen two hills, and at the very walls of 
the city: one -is confined fo as to form a fine oblong fquare bafoii of water, is very 
clear, and full of fiffi, which fwim about in (hoak, the Mahometans not permitting any 
of them to be caught. There is a walk on the fouth fide of it, and on the north a 
very beautiful mofque, and an open colonade between the court that belongs to it, and 
the water ; they have feme ftor)^, that Abraham came here after he would have facri- 
liced his fon, and the fpring rofe on his coming to this place ; one part of the mofque 
IS efteemed very holy, and it would be exceedingly difficult for any Chriftian to obtain 
leave to go into it. At a fmall diftance fouth of this, there is an irregular bafon ot 
water full of filli likewife ; from each of them a ftream runs eaftward through the city, 
and ferves for common ufes, and to water their gardens ; tliefe waters are very foul 
wlien tliey have palled the city- Thefe waters are called Ariklan, and mull be 
the famous CaHirrhoe of the antients; and probably may be the river Scioto, mentioned 
by an author f of later date, as waffiing the walls of the tovoi. 

The caftle is fituated on the fouth fide of the city, at the begnning of a chain of 
hills which run fouthward: the afeent is very fteep, and there is a deep fbfiee cut into 
the rock on three fides of it } the caftle is about half a mile in circumference, but there 
is nothing remarkable in it, except two very lofty Corinthian pillars with their bafes, 
the capitals of which are fme; the columns confift of twenty-fix iloiies, each about 
one foot fix inches thick; they are probably the remains of a portico belonging to 
fome large temple. There is a tradition that the throne of Nimrod ftood on thefe 
pillars ; it is certain, Iiowever, that Tamerlane erefted feme trophies on them. From 
this caftle there is a very deiightfrd profpeft of the city, the water, the gardens, and 
the fime plain to the north, which make it in every refpeft a very charming place, 
Towards the eaft end of the city I faw fome Corinthian pillars Handing which might 
belong to a temple : to the foutli of the caftle the hills are higher. There are a great 
mimber of fepulchral grots cut in them for a confiderable way, which are a proof that 
this was a very populous city in antient times. Some ecclefiaftical hiftorians mention, 
that Abgarus, king of Edefla, fcnt a letter to our Saviour ; and there is a ciftern near 
the town, concerning which they have a cunfufed ftory, that the meftenger who was 

^ Arabia fupradi^a habet oppida, EdelTam, quondam Antiochia diccbaluij CaHirdioen a foate 
^lominatam; Carras dado Ci-aiH nobilcs. Plin, Nat. Ub. v. 2J. 

t Frocopius, ii, 7. 
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remrning with an anf\rer from our Saviour, being attacked by rogues, dropped the 
letter into this ciftern ; and, they fay, the waters of it fince that time have had an extra¬ 
ordinary virtue, efpecially in all foul and fcrophulous diforders; but the truth of this 
■whole Itory has been much queftioned. There are feveral medals found here of the kings 
of Edeffa, of the name of Abgarus, whofe crown or tiara, is of a very particular 
form. 

This place is the refidence of a paflia, who not only commands the greateft part, if 
not all Mefopotamia, but alfo a confiderable trafl: of country to the weft of it as far 
as Antab: there is a great trade in this place, as it is the only town In all thele parts 
for a conliderable diftance, and as it is the great thoroughfare into Perfia. They pre¬ 
pare Turkey leather here, efpecially the yellow fort, for which they were formerly 
famous. There are a confiderable number of Armenian Chriftians in the city who 
have two churches, one large one in the city, the other at fome diftance from it; in' 
the latter they ftiewed me the tomb of a great faint, whom they call Ibrahim.- As 
Ephraim Syrus "was a deacon ofEdeflijit may be concluded that is the-tomb ■'of that- 
father of the church. 

Ourfa is about three days journey from DIarbeck, which is fitiiate on the Tigris, and 
probably is Dorbeta of Ptolemy, mentioned as the moft northern place on tlie Tigris, 
and thirty minutes north of Edeffa; it gives the name of the Diarbeckicr to all this 
country; the Tigris is navigable from Diarbeck to Moulial, faid to be the antient Nineveh; 
from that city to Bagdat they carry on the navigation with floats of timber tied together 
on fkins of Iheep and goats blled -with wind; the goods which they carry are moftly 
hemp, foap, coarfe callicoes, which they weave and print there, and Turkey leather, 
efpecially the yellow fort, which they make in great perfeflion. The Capuchins have 
a fmall convent at Diarbeck; there are a great number of Annenians in that town, who 
call the place Keramit. 

The Tables place Carra: twenty-fix miles from Edeffa, which is, without doubt, the' 
town now called Harran or Heren. This place is remarkable for the entire defeat of 
Crafl'us and the Roman army, by Surena the Parthian general *• The Jews fay, that 
this Harran is Haran of the holy fcripture t, to which Terah the father of Abraham 
went up with his family from Ur of the Chaldees, and died there J. St. Jerom alfo is 
of the fame opinion, and many other authors of great credit; and the prefent name feems 
to confirm it. 

On the twenty-fecond of Auguft we fet out to the fouth weft, and travelled through 
a country very thinly inhabited: we went half an hour m a fine paved road on the 
fide of a hill over a narrow valley, and travelling along vales and over hills for about 
five hours, we paffed by fome cottages w'here they were fanning their corn ; we then 
entered a narrow vale between the hills, and came into a plain, in which we dined near 
a well: we went on to Chermelick, w'hich was formerly a large village, bur now there 
remain in it only two or three cottages, a kane, and a handfome mofque; to the northf 
of it there is a fine rivulet, and to the weft of the village a hill, on which, they fay, 
there was a fort held for’fome time by a rebel paftia. We went about an hour and a 
half to an encampment of Rufhowins, called Kolejoly; I lay near one of their tents. 
On the twenty-tfurd we travelled over a plain, came in three hours to a defcent, and 
travelletl two hours more through an uneven country encompalled with hills, in which 
we paffed the betls of feveral winter torrents. . We came to the hill over Beer, where 

* See note, p. 534, t Gen, xi. 28..31. -J; Gen. xv. 7. 
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there is a fine fprlng wliich is conveyed down to the gardens of Beer^ and to every part 
of the town. 

Beer is computed to be about fixteen leagues weft fouth weft of Ourfa^ and is 
fituated on the fide of the hills, over the eaftern banks of the Euphrates- ^ The ^eat 
plenty of water, together with the fine country along that river, and the illands init, 
make this very place agreeable. It is called Beerjick by the Turks, and may be Thiar of 
the Tables, and Barfampfe of Ptolemy, wliich feems probable on comparing the latitude 
of that place with Edefla 

Beer is moft remarkable for a ftrong antient caftle, in which there is a colledion of 
thole arms and weapons, wliich w^ere ufed before the invention of gunpowder; there 
are many bundles of arrows with iron points of diflerent fizes ; to fame there is a fort 
of combuftible matter of briinftone, and other things, made in a triangular form bound 
in a piece of cloth, and tied on the arrow near the point; this being lighted, and 
fliot from the bows in order to fet fire to the buildings of a town ; they liad another 
fort of long arrows, at the end of which iron bottles were fixed ivith wires, filled 
with the fame combuftible matter, which being fet on fire were fiiot from their bows ; 
the crofs bows are about five feet long ^ the bow itfelf being almoft ftrait. There are 
feveral large iron cafques, and fome coats of mail, made of fmail pieces of thick 
leather fewed together, fo as to make a hoop j feveral of thefe hoops joined together 
formed the coat; there are alfo many flings, large enough to throw great balls of 
ftoiie of a foot diameter, fome of wliich Hones I faw in the caftle j there are cords 
tied to the flings, fo that they muil have been managed by fome machine. Many 
have been of opinion that thefe were antient Roman weapons; and-it is certain they 
very well agree with the defcription Ammianus Marcellinus gives of them ; but as it 
Diay be fuppofed that the Romans brought thefe arms to the greateft pertettion, and 
as one fees on the arrow^s many papers with Arabick and other eaftern languages wrote 
on them, it may be reafonabiy concluded, that they are the arms which happened to be 
in the caftle when fire arms were firfl: invented t- 

This place is the great pafTage over the Euphrates from Aleppo to Ourfa, Diarbeck, 
and Perfia. There was formerly a trade carried on from Beer to Bagdat, by two 
or three great boats, that went loaded yearly wdth the fame merchandizes that 
are carried from Diarbeck; but, for a year or two paft, this trade has been in¬ 
termitted. 

I had a troublefome aft'air on my hands at this place, which I will relate particularly, 
as it will give an infight into the nature of thefe fort of people. I had a letter to the 
aga at Beer, to defire his leave that I might fee the caftle, which I fent to liini ; and 
he anfwered, if I would come to his houfe, he would fend a man with me. I accord¬ 
ingly went, and he fent me word, that certain prefents of cloth muft be made to him, 
his hafnadar, the cadi, and aga of the caftle. I fent word, that I had brought no cloth 
with me; on which he faid I might go and fee the caftle; and the aga's fecretary 
was going with me ; but the aga’s foil being unwdlling that he fliould have a fee, fent 
a meffage after me, that I muft prefent the cadi an hafnadar, on wliich I returned to 
the kane. In about two hours after the aga fent a man to conduQ: me to the caftle, 

* Ptolemy places Barfampfe in the degree of 56--15, jJiougk tvlr. Maundrel faya^Beer^is in the degree of 
17 - 10 , hut f do not know on what authority. 

\ Some gentlemen who faw thefe things in 1703,-mention that there were Arabic infcriptions on 
fome of the helmets to this purpofe j That they were made by order of king Dahr, and tlrat they had 

OB them the lion awd tiger, which were hh enfigns of war/' 
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where every thing was /hewn to me, e>rcepe the arms; they pretended that thepaflm 
had the key of them ; but 1 found that was only a pretence, and tliat if I would 
prefent the aga of the caftle about the vaJue of a guineu, I might iee them ; which I 
complied with, and brought away ibme of the artows according to cuflom. Soon 
after iny return to the kane, a mefiage came, that the aga defircd'to fee me, for, with¬ 
out doubt, they had heard what I gave to the aga of the caftle; but I was condufied 
to the niofolem, an officer under the aga, who allied me, if I knew that [ ought not 
to have feen the caflle without the aga^s leave* I told him, that the aga had fent 
his fervant to conduft me to the caltle; he then faid, I muft make prefents to the 
aga and to him ; and if I had not cloth I might give it in money. I anfwercd, that 
I had only money enough to bear the charges of my journey ; on which he faid, I fliould 
not leave the place* I went to the kane, prepared for my departure, and rode down to 
the Euphrates, where I faw the man of the mofolem hafteoing the boatmen to put off 
but, contrary to their cuftom, I rode on horfeback into the boat at the open end of 
it, the aga and his people, as they told me, looking from their windows with fmiles of 
applaufe ; for I was afterwards informed, that on hearing the mofolem had fent orders 
that they fliould not carry me over, the aga had fent word that the mofolem had no 
bufinefs to ftop me, and that, though I gave nothing, I might go where I pleafed j fo I 
crolTed the Euphrates, and came again into Syria. 

That part which I faw of Mefopotamia, excepting the plain of Ourfa, is but a very 
indifferent country, efpecially between Ourfa and Beer ; and I was informed, that the 
country towards Diarbeck is all mountainous or rocky, notwithftanding which it produces 
excellent grapes and wine, and a great number of piftachio trees, which grow wild; 
the country is not well watered, having in many places no other fupply but rain water, 
which is preferved in cifterns* The northern parts are inhabited by Curdeens, who 
ufe no other weapons but pikes, not having fire arms* The fouthern parts are inhabited 
by a very bad generation of Arabs j and it is faid they are puniflied with death, if any 
of them pafs the Euphrates into Syria: many Curdeens live very honeftly here as well 
as in Syria, and cultivate the land; in funiraer they remove to fome place at a diftance 
from their villages^ and live under tents, generally in a place retired from the road, 
that they may be free from the injuries of the foldiery, and the people of tlte pafha, 
who oftejt take away their children by force for the war : we alw'ays met with a kind 
reception from them, when they knew they had nothing to fear from us. All the 
Chriftians are Armenians; the architefture of their churches is very particular; they 
have oblong fquare windows, and over them fquare windows; the former are only 
open in the fummer for coolnefs, and in w'inter filled up with hewn Hone fitted to theni, 
and I faw fome of them open, and others llmt up. 

Chap. XVIII. — Of Jerabees the Old Gcrrba ; Banibouk, the antient Hieraf alls', and of 

the Valley of Salt. 

THE bed of the Euphrates, as I conjeftured, is about a quarter pf a mile broad at 
Beer j the river is not above half that breadth when the water is low; the bed of it 
here is gravelly; there is an inner and an outer bank, but it rarely overflows the inner 
banks; when it does, they fow water melons and other fruits of that kind ^ foon as 
the water retires, and have a great produce; there are feveral beautiful iflands below 
Beer, which produce a great quantity of hemp, which frequently grows near ten feet 
high. Some Englifli gentlemen raeafured tlie bed of the river at Beer, and found it 
to be fix hundred and thirty yards broad ; but they found that the river in September 
•' VOL. X. 3 z was 
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was only two hundred and fourteen yards over; they thought that it was about nme 
or ten feet deep in the middle, and were informed that the is-aier fometimes rifcs 
twelve feet perpendicular. The poor people fwim over the river on Ikins filled 
with wind. 

On the twent)’‘-third of Auguft we croffed the Euphrates. It happened to be a very 
windy evening, fo we took fhelter within the walls of feme cottages, but being advifed 
that it was not fafe to remain there, we retired into a ruined kane, and hired a man 
to watch with us all night j he fhut the doors of the kane, and laid great ftones againll 
them, for this place is much infefted with robbers, and the peqple are obliged to deep 
all together on the top of their houfes,to defend themfelves againft them. Accordingly 
in the night two or three men came and tied their horfes near the kane, and began to 
roll away the ftones by means of a fmall hole in the door, but the man went up on 
the walls and fpoke to them, on which they went away, and came again j however, 
on his fpeaking to them a fecond time, they went off. As there was fome danger in 
this journey from the Turcomen called Begdelees, I hired two of the mofl notorious of 
them at Beer for a fafeguard, and on the twenty-fourth in the morning they came over 
to us. We went fouthward along the banks ot the Euphrates, and having travelled a 
mile we pafled by a village, oppofite to which is Mezera, on the eall fide of the river, 
where there is a fmall mount, and the village is beautifully planted ^ with wood : the 
Englifh commonly encamp there, when they make any excurfions this way; we then 
w^ent at a little diftance from the river, and paffed by Kenaia, and over a ffream called 
Nifib, which has a deep channel j a fmall branch is brought from it, which runs further 
to the north. On the fouth fide of the Nifib is an uninhabited village called Ceurke, 
which is enclofed with a wall, and appears only like a large kane. On the eafl fide of 
the Euphrates there is a place called Gibel: we were now about two hours from Beer, 
and travelling two hours more near the river, arrived at Jerabees, which muft be 
Gerrhse of Ptolemy, and probably had Its name from the worfliip of the Syrian god 
Jerabolus This city is mentioned as on the Euphrates ; by what remains it appears 
to have been of an oblong fquare figure ; it is watered on the north by a fmall 
ftream ; the old town is about half a mile long from north to fouth, and a quarter of 
a mile broad j it has very high ramparts on every fide, except towards the river j 
thefe are probably the remains of the ancient walls, for there are fome figns of a wall 
on the top of them j there was an entrance on each fide of thefe three fides, the two 
largeft of which are to the well and fouth ; I faw fome remains of a bafement ot hewn 
ftone on the weft fide, but to the fouth 1 faw only the foundation of the gateway. There 
is a long mount on the eaft fide over the river, which is between forty and fifty feet 
high, extending fouthwards about two thirds of the length of the city, and is Oxty-fix 
paces wide ; the afeent to it is oppofite to the weft gate. This was, without doubt, a 
caftle, and it was encompaffed with a wall about eight feet thick. On the fouth fide 
of the town there are foundations of a building, which ai'e a little to the north of fome 
confiderable heaps of ruins ; they lie m fuch a manner, that it may be concluded there 
were great buildings in that quarter, divided from one another by Ihort ftreets. I'hefe 
buildings probably belonged to a temple, which feems to have been to the weft, 
though very little of the foundations could be difeovered, as there is a ruined village 

^ pr Halley, in his obfervations on the flate of Palmyra takes ziolke that Jeriboivifl is the fame deity 
that is mciilkjoed in the irferiptions publi/hed by GMiter and Spon, which according to the latter is written 
ArAlBOAn. By the figure of this idol, extant in Spon, it appears* that this deity was reprefentfd 
with the moon on his Ihoulders, and confequentty was t!ie fame as the Pens Lunue of the Syrians, whofo 
name in their language could Bot be hetcer exprefled than by Jarchbol, Pominus Lunua* 
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on that rpot. To the north I faw a wall with pilafters on one fide of it; this wall is 
about a hundred and feventy paces long. 1 took notice of four low walls to the foutli, 
which feeraed to have been the bafements of four colonades of a grand entrance or 
avenue; I faw alfo feveral bafes and pillars which lay fcattered about this place. 

From thefe ruins of Gerrha; we went an hour fouth fouth weft to an encampment 
of Turcomen, where we ftoppedj they were in round tents, made of reeds, and 
covered with bundles of liquorice. In winter and rainy weather they cover their tents 
with a coarfe fort of felt. A branch from the Euphrates comes from this place, and 
falls again into the river below, making a large fruitful ifland, chiefly cultivated 
with hemp. 

We travelled an hour to the fepulchre of a flieik, called Ahperar, which is at the end 
of the plain on a rivulet; on the north fide of which we travelled about an hour to the 
weft, and creffed the river at a place where a caravan of Turcomen had ftopped, who 
were carrying corn from Sarouch; that place is on the Euphrates, about a day’s 
ijourney off, and three from Aleppo ; it may be the country of Sura, raentianed by 
Ptolemy in the Palmyrene, as thirty-five minutes fouth of Gerrhae, doubtlefs the fame as 
Sura of Pliny and Sure of the Tables, placed one hundred and two miles from 
Palmyra. 

We went about an hour and a half to the fouth fouth weft over fome low hills 
through a defert country, and came to the river Sejour j we travelled by the fide of it 
weftward for about half an hour to an encampment called Sumata, belonging to 
Arabs, who are relations of Mahomet, and, as they fay, defcended from Sultan Ahmed 
of Brufa; their flieik lives at an emcampment to the eaft of Bambouch; there are in all 
about fifty tents of them. Here we ftaid all night, and on the twenty-fifth went about 
an hour and a half fouth eaft to the encampment of the fheik, which was on a ftream 
that was carried to fupply Bambouch with water. 1 was condufted to the tent of the 
great flieik Aiyptedeh, who by iheir accounts, amidft all his poverty, would have 
been the heir to this great empire, if the Ottoman government had not taken place} 
he came out to us in a ragged habit of green filk, lined with fur, appeared to be a 
handfome black man, of a good complexion, between thirty and forty, and had much 
the look of a gentleman; he preffed me to accept of a collation and coffee, but as 
I defigned to fee the ruins before the heat of the day came^dn, I begged to be ex- 
cufed, and he mounted his horfe, and went with me about an hour to Bambouch, 
commonly called by the Franks Bambych, and by the antients Hierapolis, which was 
the Greek name that was given it by Seleucus j it was called alfo Bambyce, which 
feems tp be the Syrian name Hill retained ; and it is very remarkable, that ffierapolis in 
Afia Minor has much the fame name, being called Pambouk Calafi [the cotton caftlej. 
'I'he Tables make it twenty-four miles diftant from Zeuma on the Euphrates and 
from Ceciliana j they place it alfo feventy-two miles from Berya, though it is not 
above fifty from Aleppo. One of the Syrian names of this place was Magog f; it was a 
city of the Cyrrheftica, and is lituated at the fouth end of a long vale, which is about a 
quarter of a mile broad, watered with a ftream that is brought by the aquedufts of 
Bambych f and, to preferve the water from being wafted, it paffes through this vale in 
an artificial channel or aqueduft, which is built with ftone on a level with the ground. 
The form of the city was irregular j fome parts of the walls which remain entire, are. 

* riin* Nat- Hift-v. 

f Ci®le habet—Bambycen^ qu® alio nomine Hierapolis Tocatur, Syris vem Magog* Ibi prodigiofa 
Atargalis, Gmeisautem Deemo dida, colitur, Plin, Nat. Hill. ¥*19. 
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nine feet thick, and above thirty feet high; they are cafed with hewn ftone both 
infide and out, and aie about two miles in circumference ; there was a walk all round 
on the top of the walls, to which there is an afcent by a Bight of ftairs, which are built 
on arches ; the wall is defended by towers on five fides, at the dillance of fifty paces 
from each other ; and there is a low fofie without the walls. The four gates of the 
city are about fifteen feet wide, and defended by a feuaicircular tower on each fide; 
the water that fupplied the town, as I was informed, comes fiom a hill about twelve 
miles to the fouth, and the city being on an advanced ground, the water runs in a 
channel, which is near twenty feet below the furface of the earth, and in feveral parts 
of the city there arc holes down to the water about five feet wide, and fifteen long, 
with two ftones acrofs, one about five feet, the other about ten feet from the top, in 
order, as may be fuppofed, to facilitate the defcent to the water; it is probable they had 
fome machines to draw up the water at thefe holes. In the fide of one of them I faw 
a ftone about four feet long, and three wide, on which there was a relief of two winged 
perfons holding a flieet behind a wcman a little ovef her head; they feem to carry her 
on their fiihy tails which join together, and were probably defigned to reprefent the 
Zephyrs, carrying Venus of the fea. 

At the weft part of the town there is a dry bafon, which feemed to have been 
triangular ; it is clofe to the town wail ; at one corner of it there is a ruined building, 
which ieems to have extended into the bafon, arid probably was defigned in order to 
behold with greater conveuiency fome religious ceremonies or public fports. This may 
be the lake where they had facred fifties that were tame *. 

About two hundred paces within the eaft gate there is a raifed ground, on which 
probably flood the temple of the Syrian goddefs Atargatis, thought to be the fame as 
Aftitcroth of the Sidonians, and Cybele of the Romans, for whofe worlliip this place 
was fo famous. I conjeftured it to be about two hundred feet in front. It is pro¬ 
bable that this is the high ground from which they threw people headlong in their 
religious ceremonies, and fometimes even their own children, though they muft in¬ 
evitably perifli. I observed a low wall running from it to the gate, fo that probably it 
had fuch a grand avenue as the temple at Gerrhae; and the enclofure of the city is 
irregular in this part, as if fome ground had been taken in after the building of the 
walls to imke that grand entrance; it is probable that all the fpace north of the 
temple belonged to it. A court is mentioned to the north of the temple, and a tower 
likewife before the temple, which was built on a terrace twelve feet high. If this tower 
was on the high ground I mentioned, the temple muft have been weft of it, of which 
1 could fee no remains; it poffibly might have been where there are now fome ruins 
of a large building, which feems to have been a church with a tower ; to the weft of 
which there are fome ruinous arches, which might be part of a portico. It is faid, that not 
only Syria, Cilicia, and Cappadocia, contributed to the fupport of this temple, but 
even Arabia, and the territories of Babylon j to the weft of the town there is a high 
ground, and fome burial places ; and fo there are alfo to the north eaft, where I faw 
infcriptions in the oriental languages, and feveral croffes. At a little diftance from the 
north-eaft corner of the town there is a building like a church, but within it, there is 
fome Gothic work, fuch as is feen in antient mofques; and there is a room on each 
fide of the fouth end: the whole is ruinous, but very ftroilgly built, and they call it 
jhe houfe of Phila, ' 
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TKe Hisik invited us to go bnck and dine ivitfa him j but I took leave, and pre- 
fented him with a piece of money, as I was told he expeded it. We went on towards 
Aleppo, and travelled an hour and a half north-weft to Shihiet, where there is a 
mofque, which feemed to have been an old church; a little beyond this place the 
Turcomen had an encampment, a rivulet running near it, which I conjefture might be 
the Sejour; here we dined, and went about an hour and a half weft fouth weft to a 
water called Samgour, where I would have paid my tw'o Turcomen; but they would 
not take the money I agreed for, and went on further, fo I gave them fomething more, 
and then they left us. W^e went on an hour to the place where the road goes to the 
north-weft to Khillis, Near two leagues farther on the road is Jelbegly under a hill, 
which is a village of robbers. W^e went about an hour farther to Aadeneh, a village 
of Turcomen. who had lately been robbed of every thing by the Arabs j it being a 
fituation where they are liable to be plundered both by the Curdeens and roving 
Tuicoiuen, as wdl as the Arabs; when 'we arrived four of the Begdelies went out, and 
loiir more came in; fo that we were in no fmall danger of being robbed, either that 
night or the next day. 

On the twenty-fixth we let out three hours before day; in two hours we came to a 
fine fertile plain ; in an hour and a half more we pafled near Baflie, and in half an hour 
ot™? village called Bab, fituated under a hill, the weft end of which is called 

bheik Majar; mder that part of the hill a large viUage, called Sur, is fituated, which 
IS force hours from Aleppo. I was informed that there is a very antient fynagogue 
at Bab, called iheik Efaiah, to which there is a great refort at fome certain time of the 
year, a few J^s only living there; about a league to the eaft of this hill there is a 
village called Derah. We went fouth-weft by the rivulet Mazouty, and near a village 
called Bezouah,andin lefs than an hour more came to a moft pleafant village called 
ledif, which IS computed to be twenty miles to the eaft of Aleppo; the country about 
It IS finely unproved wath a young plantation of mulberry trees, which was made under 
the direction of a French merchant, who had an intereft in the lands, and is very much 
like the country between Chantilly and Paris; there is a fynagogue there which is had 
m great venerauon, and, if I miftake not, they have fome antient manufcript in it, on 
the account of which it is much frequented by the Jews. In the hill near this town 
there are m^ny fepulchres and curious aquedufts cut in the rock ; they have fome 
tradition, that one of the minor prophets lived here- We dined in a garden at this 
place, and proceeded on our journey ; I faw feveral buftards in this country. We 
travelled an h^our to Beery, and an hour more by a ftream called Ein Dahab TThe 
golden Iprmg J and came to the deferts; and after travelling about a league we airived 
at Shirbey, where we were very civilly received by the flieik, and had a grand foppef .. 
ferved ; for this llieik ufually goes with the Europeans to the valley, of fait, but not 
without a proper gratification. 

On foe twenty-feventh we travelled three hours fouthwards to the valley of fait 
which IS about twelve miles eaft fouth eaft of Aleppo, lying under that chain of 
mountains which are between Aleppo and Kennaireriii;. this- valley: of fair is a lake in 
t^^ie wnter which I conjeftured to be about five miles long, and a mile and a half 
broad in the narroweft part, and it may be near a league in the wideft; it is faid to be 
filled by ram as well as by fprmgs, one of which is falt,.and is- called the mother oi:; 
fit f S'® evaporates, which being ftrongly imnrecrriated 

t remains on the ground in cakfs^boutfrilf an 

dL to feparate it from the ground, and when they havg ■ 

colfoaed foe fiiieft fait on foe top, they take-up the cake, which has fome diit mixed 
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with it towards the bottom, they feparate it as well as they can, and when it 
thoroughly dry, and crumbled to duft, they throw it up in the air, as they do the com, 
and the wind carries away the duft, leaving the pure fait. There is a fmall village 
here called Geboue, built on an enimence which has been raifed by the refufe of 
the fait. 

We went on towards Aleppo, to which city there are two roads; the great fre¬ 
quented road is to the north, and there is another in which w^e went to the fouth ; in 
two hours and a half we patfed by Trihane, and in an hour more came to Eihafs j an 
hour beyond which we palled through Gibly, and in half an hour more came to Nerop, 
which IS an hour from Aleppo^, 

CriAT. Xr£. — Of St, Simon Sty/iies^ Daina^ and fome other Places, in the way to Antioch. 

I TOOK leave of my friends at Aleppo, from whom I had received all manner of 
civilities, and proceeded on my journey to the weft. On the nineteenth of September 
we travelled north-weft and by weft, and in an hour and a half paffed by Beluremene, 
and half an hour further through Eland, and then by Marah in a fine valley, which h 
about the fame diftance; in half an hour we afcended to a ftony, uneven, defert 
country, and travelling an hour and a half came to a w^ell of good water, having feen 
feveral ruined villages in the way; and in about two hours more we arrived at the 
ruined convent of St- Simon Stylites, computed to be about fix hours from Aleppo ; 
this convent was very fiimous in thefe parts in the fixth and feventh centuries, as weW 
on account of the devotion that was paid to this faint, as for the fpacioufnefs and mag¬ 
nificence of its buildings. Cardinal Baronius, in his annals makes mention of St- Simon 
Stylites; and Evagrius fays, that he lived here on a pillar, which is the reafon of his 
being diftinguiflied by the name of Stylites, though another author gives an account 
that he lived on the top of the mountain for fixty-eight years. The whole convent 
appears to have been built of large hewn Hone, and is above a quarter of a mile in 
length ; the church efpecialiy is very magnificent, and is built in the form of a Greek 
crofs I under the middle of an oftagon dome are the remains of the famous pillar, on 
which they fay St. Simon lived for fo many years ; what remains of it was hewn out of 
the rock, that is, the pedeftal, which is eight feet fquare, and a very fmall part of the 
column ; the part of the crofs to the eaft of this was the choir, at the eaft end of which 
are three femicircles, where witliout doubt, there were, three altars, and the entrances 

* Some Engliflt gentlemen in iHeir excorfions from Akppo made the folio wing obfervationa* as to the 
Atuation of feveral places, and their diftance®: Rea, the village under the hill fouth weft hf Aleppo ia 
twelve Koura from that city; old Rea three hours fouth-eaft of that ; Freha two hour® fouth-weft of Rea ; 
Saint Simon Stylites fix hours to the north^weft of Aleppo ^ Killis nine hours north of Aleppo, and north- 
eaft of Sheik Baraquet; going two honrs north from Killis, they came to a bndge of three arches over the 
Ephreen, and in ten nunutee further north to a bridge of feveu arches over the bafo, the fame that is called 
the Sabon by Mr. Maundcel; they then went fifteen' minutes weft to the monument mentioned at Com® 
by Mr. Maundrel; they returned to Kihi®, and went to Hajjir Yardereen, or Gadjeia, where the river of 
Aleppo rifes. I have alfo been infoi'med by an Englilh gentleman, fijice I left Aleppo# who had been at 
the place, that about twelve mile® weft of Aleppo, there i® a round or oval pit about a hundred yard® 
in diameter, and forty deep, it being a folid rock all round, which for the firft twenty feet i® perpendicular j 
below which there is a deep defcent to the bottom, where it terminate® in a point s there is only one way 
down to it, which i® not palTable For beafta j about half way down there is a grotto worked into the rock 
about four feet high, and thirty feet long. Etiropeans call it the funk village, from an opinion of fome 
that there wai formerly a village fwallowed up there ; or, if it is not natural, it might be a qu'arry'for ftone# 
which might be drawn up by proper engines, though the form of it feems to be an ol^^ioti to it. 
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to them are adorned with reliefs ; this convent was deftroyed by a prince of Aleppo^ at 
the latter end of the tenth century* I obferved that there was a ruined village below’ 
the convent* We went on an hour and a half to Ertefy, which is a village under the 
hill called Sheik Baraket. As I w^ent this way, I faw feveral ruined villages, at fome 
diftance, built of hewn ftone. I obferved fome antient reliefs at this village, particularly 
three vi&ories, holding tiiree feftoons under three heads, on a marble coffin, with im- 
perfeft Greek infcriptions under them. 

‘ On the twentieth we w^ent by a very difficult road up the high hill of Sheik Baraket, 
which is fo called from a Turkifli faint who is buried in a mofque on the top of the 
hill j a little way up the north fide of this hill, in another road, there is an epitaph in 
Greek and Latin of a Roman foldier of the eighth legion; and at the foot of the hill 
to the north, there is a Greek infcription on a fepuichral grot, that has two ftately 
pillars over it* The mofque or burial place on the hill adjoins to an enclofure about 
eighty paces fquare, which feems to be of great antiquity; the wall is built of hewn 
ftone, and is about three feet thick; there was a portico all round, as appears by 
feveral pieces of pillars ftanding; there are three or four tiers of ftone remaining, and 
I could fee that it was adorned with pilafters on the outfide. It is probable, that ia 
the middle of this court there was either fome temple or ftatue, probably of Bacchus, 
as 1 concluded from fome Greek infcriptions, which I copied from the outfide of the 
wails, two of which feemed to relate to the wall built round the court, and the third is 
fepuichral. It is poflible this hill might be famous for good wine, the fituation of it 
being very advantageous for vineyards, and on this account the god of wine might be 
particularly worfhipped here. 

To the eaft and fouth-^eaft of this hill there are fome magnificent buildings almoft 
entire, which were probably built for places of retirement j from it we defcended to the 
fouth into a fine plain ; towards the north end of Avhich the direft road paffes from 
Aleppo to Scanderoon, and goes over the famous caufeway and bridges that are built 
over the rivulets, which run into the lake of Antioch. The bridge confifts of twenty- 
four archer, and is called Morat Pafha; the caufeway and bridges were built in fix 
months by a grand vizier of that name, under fultan Achmet, for the convenience 
of marching the army, and carrying the baggage to Bagdat. This road is now dif- 
iifed, becaufe it is much infefted by the Curdeens ; fo we went further to the fouth, 
into the high road from Aleppo to Antioch, Gephyra, the firft place in the Tables 
between Andoch and Cyrro, was probably at this bridge, that word fignifying a bridge 
in Greek. The weftern hills towards mount Amanus are called Almadaghy; about 
half an hour after we had left the hill we had Alaka to the left, from which this part 
of the plain has its name ; to the north of it there are fome ruins. On the hill to the 
eaft there is a magnificent ruiit of the middle age called Kerayee; in an hour and a 
half we came into the high road from Aleppo to Antioch, at a village called Daina, 
v/hich may be Emma in the I'ables, the fame as Imma of Ptolemy, placed in the road 
between Antioch and Chalcis, twenty-three miles diftant from the former, and twenty 
from the latter j the anriquities that remain here Ihcw that it has been a place of fome 
confideration, efpecially the great number of fepuichral grots cut down into the rock, 
which is hollowed out into courts with feveral apartments round them j on fome in¬ 
deed I faw Chriftian Greek infcriptions; among thefe fepolchres there is a very 
beautiful fabric, which is a fquare canopy of ftone with its entablature, fupported by 
four Ionic pillars on a folid bafemcnt; the place where it ftands might induce one to 
think that it was fome fepuichral monument j but the manner of the building would 
rather incline one to conclude that it was defigned to place fome ftatue in, as the objeft 
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of ; poffibly It inight be older than the burial places here, which may be of 

the times of Chriftianity* In thefkirtsof the village there are remains of two houies 
one of them is large, with a great enclofiire, and a tower ; the other, winch is final ler, has 
an Ionic colonnade in front, both above and below ; the crofs over the doors, and two 
Greejk infcriptions, fliew it to be a Chriftiair building of the fame nature as many others 
I. have mentioned. This feenis to be the plain in which Aurelian firft conquered 
Zenobia, as it is faid to be near Imma, in the neighbourhood of Antioch ; and I have 
been informed, that a pillar or obeihk was feen at a diftance toM^ards the fouth 
end of the plains of Daina, which might be ereflied in memory of this aftion. When 
we came to Dama I faw a great nmnber of horfenien, and we were apprehenfive that 
tliey w^ere Curdeeos, but, on enquiry, we found they were the paflia^s people, who were 
in fearch of fomer cattle, which the Curdeens had ftole* Between this place and 
Aleppo there are the remains of an old caufeway about three hundred yards long, made 
with very large Hones, which has obtained the name pf Julian's caufeway. 

We went on towards Antioch ; not far from Dama we paffed by two or tliree mag¬ 
nificent ruined villages, and in half an hour came to foine low hills ; and having gone 
as much further arrived at afmall plain, in which I fawfeveral ruins, and in about an 
hour came to a ruined village, and ahandfome church alniofl entire ; an hour further 
we came to a \dllage called Tefin, which is very finely fituated on a rifing ground over a 
large plain, through which the river Afe, or Orontes, runs; the lake of Antioch is in 
this plain, and it is bounded to the weft by mount Amanus. hx this village there are 
remains of the front of a church, adorned with fculpture and over the door of it is a 
defaced "Greek infcription ; Tefin is famous for the belt oil of olives in all the country* 
We paffed over the plain in the night, and I obferved the lightning fiiooting horizontally 
in the form it is reprefented in Jupiter's hand, and on the reverfes of the medals of the 
Greek kings of Syria, which I took the more notice of, as I never faw it in that 
manner in any other country j and without doubt, from this they took the figure of it 
as it is feen on the medals. 

We repofed at Tefin till nine o'clock at night, when fet out for Antioch in com¬ 
pany with an aga and his retinue 5 in an hour and a half we pafTeti over a large rivulet 
called Angoule j in about an hour more we came into a plain, and in two hours to the 
Orontes. I advanced fome way before the aga, and when I approached the bridge 
called Gefer Kadid, |^the iron bridgej a Curdeen rode away from it in full fpeed } tliis 
bridge confirts of nine arches ; there are two towers built to it, the gates of them are 
covered with iron plates, wbkh, I fuppofe is the veafoh why it is called the iron bridge. 
The Curdeens never venture over this bridge, fo that all the country to the fouth-weft 
by the fea fide, whicli is weft of the hills, is perfedly fafe as far as Acres, the Arabs not 
daring to pafs the mountains to the weft. 1 ftopped at this gate until it was day. 

On the twenty-firft, having crofted the Orontes, we came into a plain, and went 
to the fouth fouth weft; on the eaft fide of the plain there is a low ridge of ploafant 
hills, covered with trees, and at the foot of them a village, which has a large pJantation 
of wood about it, and, if I do not miftake, it is called Bidembole- In about an hour 
and a halt'we came to the end of thefe hills, which approach to the Orontes, that river 
running fouth fouth weft from the bridge to this place; here there was a country gu^rd 
to watch if any rogues attempted to pais that way. Beyond this place there is a tower, 
and 1 faw in two places fome foundations of old walls, which probably are the remains 
of . Antigonia, as I lliail have occafion to obferve; this is about an hour and a half 
from Antioch. As I approached that city, I obferved that die rocky hills were high 
and fteep, and there are fome fepukhral grots in them j there are alfo feveral fountains 
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Sit the foot of the hills. I went 'vvlthin the walls of the old town, and Hopping at a 
garden fent a. letter I had to a merchant under the protection of the EngliQi conful, 
who invited me to his houfe. I ftayed a day at Antioch, then went into Cilicia, and 
came back again to that city, of wltich I chufe to give an account on my return. 

Chap. XX. — Of the places between Antioch and Baias in Cilicia. Of the battle between 
Alexander and Darim^ and of Scanderoon. 

ON the twenty-third we fet ont from Antioch to the north, croffing the Orontes 
on a bridge, and in half an hour pafTed over another bridge ; in an hour and a half 
more I faw a village at fome diftance on the right, called Aiaouerazey, croffed another 
ftream on a bridge, and faw the river tw'o or three miles to the right, that comes from 
the lake of Antioch, the waters of which run about eight miles fouthwards, and fall 
into the Orontes, it is called The Crooked Paflage j and they told me, that the camels 
in the caravans ford through it in the way to Alexandria, as tit is is a more fecure paf- 
fage than that which is to the north of the lake. We went northwards in the plain 
under the hills, and paffed at no great diftance from the lake of Antioch, called Bahr- 
Agoule [The "iVTiite LakeJ, by reafon of the colour of its waters; I was informed, 
that it is called alfo Bahr-al-Sowda. The lake extends in length from the fouth fouth- 
eafl: to the north north weft, and may be about ten miles long, and five broad. Having 
pafled over two or three ftreams on bridges, we came in about three hours to the 
river Patrakene, over which there is a bridge of four arches, and two of them feemed 
to be antient. This may be the Oenoporasof Strabo, which he mentions a little before 
the hill Trapezon, and I fuppofe is that which is now called Benclefi, which I ftiall have 
occafion to mention. At this river Ptolemy Philomator, having conquered Alexander 
Bratas, died of a wound which he received in battle. In an hour more we came to a 
hill with a tower on it, at the entrance in between the hills j we travelled half an 
hour, and came again into the plain at Caramout, which is a wailed inclofiire, about a 
quarter of a mile in circumference, and has houfes and ftiops in it, like a little town, 
being a place of defence againft the Curdeens ^ a ftream runs on the weft fide of it, 
near which we repofed for a fhort time, and joined a fmall caravan. We then turned 
to. the weft between the hills; on the left is a high mountain called Alailum; we 
faw alfo, about two miles to the north, the ftrong caftle of Pagras on the hills ; this 
was the antient name of it in the Itinerary, in which it is placed fixteen miles from Alex¬ 
andria, and twenty-five from Antioch; which latter is a miftake, for the Jerufalem 
Journey (calling it Pangrios) puts it more juftly fixteen miles from Antioch. As J 
have been informed a river called Sowda rifes in the mountain to the weft, and runs 
under this place, and is that river, over which the bridge is built, called Kefer Ahead, 
and falls into the lake of Antioch; and, I fuppofe, that the lake is called Bahr-el- 
Sowda from this river, which feems to be the river Arceuthus mentioned by Strabo 
immediately after Pagras, as running through the plain of Antioch ; and as none of 
the antients mention this lake,- it is probable that it has been made fince their time. 

The road over the hills is very dangerous by reafon of the Curdeen robbers. We 
went over t\vo hills much frequented by them, but they do not ufually go to the weft 
of thefe hills; we went by a terrace on the fide of the hill, and faw great ruins of 
thick walls on each fide of the road, which might be a tourer, or gateway; and ap¬ 
proaching near Baylan, we went through a pafs cut in the rock; the former probably 
were the gates of Syria, w-hich might be fo called from their being built like a gateway, 
and the latter might be a pais to them. Baylan is about ten miles from Caramout; it 
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k a krge village, bmlt on the fide of the hills over the vale, and has formerly been 
niuch frequented by the Europeans, even from Aleppo, on account of the coolnefs of 
its fituation, as it is at prefent by thoie of Scanderoon. This place is probably 
PiCfanus of the Jerufiilem Itinerary, placed nine miles from Alexandria and eight from 
Pangrios, This is one of the great paffes into Cilicia; and as there were three in 
all, it has caufed fome confufion in relarion to them* The pals we now went through 
is either that which was called fimply the gates, or the gates of Syria and perhaps 
Ibmetimes the gates of Cilicia The fecond pafs was near IlTus, fuppofed to be Baias, 
probably to the fouth of it; this was called the gates of Amanus jj. Strabo does not 
feern to mention this pafs, and it may be concluded from the degrees of latitude in 
Ptolemy, and the order it is in, that he fpeaks of the middle pafs. The third I take to 
be the pafs near A^gaea, from one part of Cilicia into the other, which was alfo called 
The Gates of Amanus and the gates of Taurus; and I would diftinguilh it from 
the others by the name of the Gates of Taurus, or Cilicia^, We went along the 
fide of the hills for about two or three miles to the weft, and defcending turned to 
the fouth, and having gone a mile, came into the plain, and travelling about fix miles 
further we arrived at Scanderoon, as it is called by the natives ; but the Europeans give 
It the name of Alexandretta. From this place we went to Baias, which is generally 
agreed to be the antient Ifius in Cilicia, The Jerufalem Itinerary calls it Baiaa:, and 
places it fixteen .miles from Alexandria, and Ptolemy makes Ifitis fixteen niinutes 
north of that place. The bay alfo had the name of Ifficus from this town, which is 
fituated towards the north-eaft corner of the gulph. There is a little bay to the 
jiorth of the town, where there are ruins of an andent port, in which the (liips might 
poffibly lie fecure m former times, but now it is a very bad harbour, being much 
expofed to the fourh-weft v^inds, which are very dangerous; on the fouth fide of it 
there is a mountain torrent, which comes from that opening, by which there is an 
afceiit to the gates of Amanus; this is the middle way of the three mentioned into 
Cilicia; the bed of this torrent I fuppofe to have been the bounds between Cihck and 
Syria with thofe who make all fouth of Iffus to be in Syria, Cicero mentions, in one 
of his epiftles, that he was here called Imperator, after he had gained a victory. It is 

be obferved, that there was a third pafs from Cappadocia into Cilicia, called The 
Gates '"f Taurus, by which Alexander paffed ; the plain, to the weft of the mountains 
In which Baias ftands, Is not above a mile wide, but it is a fine fpot: and the gardens 
about Baias are the beft in all thefe countries, infomuch that Aleppo is fupplied with 
oranges and lemons from this place; they have a tolerable trade, by reafon that the 
firman for importing rice and coffee from iEgypt is in the hands of fome merchants 
here, and from this place it is diftributed to Aleppo, and all the country round 
about 

To 

* Afperi trea adltiis, &: perangnlli funt, qworiiin uno Cilim intranda ell. Q. Curdi, lib. iiL c, ij. a^icl 
PUsl. V* 15. f Strabo^ xtv, 676. f Q. Curtii, lib. iii, B. {j Amaiuis, ii. 94. Pdybii Fragmeu- 
tn, xii. 8 * Q. Curtli lib. i\u B. Ftol. v. 8 - § Strabo, xiv. p. <576. <J[ Cicero adAtticunij Epift. %o. 

Some Eiiglllb gentlemen went from Baias to Tarfiis; they travelled to ihe north weft an lionr and 
fifty miiuites, and came to a water, I fuppi/fe a rivulet j the fame it mav be that another calls the Delifuj 
and which 1 was told, was called BoHchie ; it ia thirty yards broad, bivt very iliailow. In half an hour 
more they arrived at Karabolat; in ttvo hours and fifty minutes they came to the end of the bay of Scan- 
deroon, and in thirty-five rninutes more to the iron gate, which was probably the old gate of Cilicia, and 
is, 1 funpofej that which is defcribed by another pci fon as a ruined gateway ; here they faw 011 the left a 
long caufeway, which they tboiight might be an antient livork. In an hour and twenty minutes they arrived 
at Kiirkula, or Kurtculla, as it is called by another perfon ; tl b may be Callabala of Ptolemy, and the 
lame as Catavobmis of the Jerufalem Journey ; at this place there is a large kane. In an hour and three 
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To the north of Balas is the famous pafs into Afia minor •. The plain in which 
Baias ftamls is about two miles long : at the fouih end of it there is a rifing ground or 
low hill, over which there is a road for about a mile that leads into a plain three quar¬ 
ters of a mile wide, and about a mile and a half long, having the moxuitains to the eaft, 
and the fea to the weft; at the fouth end of it are fotne low hills, wliich extend four 

miles 

quarters they came to a bridge in the plainj probably' over a winter totTent, and in Icfs tlian an hour to the 
end of the plain, and to a caufeway which led through a Hreigbt to another plain, and in two hours they 
came to Myfos 5 their courfe hitherto was north wefl; this is thought to be Mopfueitia, and may be the 
the fameaa Manfifta of the Jcrufalem Journey ; a river lOins through it called Tahan, or Gehunj which is 
thought to he the Pyramns. Another perfon travelling this way fays, that the Pyramus at Amuafy 
is called the Quinda; that river ran into the fea to the weft of Mallus according to Ptolemy, and Alexander 
paffed over it before he came to Mallus, which feems to have been on the weft fide of that bead of land, 
now called Cape JMallo, as iEg® doubtlefs was on the eaft fide of it, at the place now called Alas Kala, 
There was a bridge hero over the river of nine arches, and it was two hundred and thirty paces long i at 
one end of the bridge are two pillars, on one of which there is an antient Greek infeription j five of the 
arches of this bridge were carried away by a great flood after violent rains in 173/. The town appeared 
to be old, and there is a caftle w'lthiii the walls on an eminence at the north-weft end of the town. From 
this place they went in a plain north to the north weft, and in three hours and a quarter came to a liigh 
rock with a caftle on it j in two hours and eight minutes to a running water; in three quarters of an Lour 
to a bridge with two arches, and in a quarter more to a bridge with one arch, and in twenty minutes more 
to a third river j they loft their %vay, but arrived at night at Circe, or Sis, An Engiifh gentleman who 
was traveUing in this road^ when he was two hours and a half from Mifus, in the way to Cortculla, faw 
Anawafy, or Amuafy, about three miles to the north, which feemed to be fituated like Antioch on a 
high rocky hill; he thought it might be Cirfarea at mount Anazarbus, the city of Diofeorides and Oppian ; 
it was deftroyed by an earthquake in the time of Juftinian. The medals of this place have a river for the 
reverfe, and the city is faid to have Rood on the Pyi'amus, The next day they came in four hours and a 
half to a water 5 in a quarter of an hour to more tvaterj and in half an hour to a bridge : in twenty-three 
minutes they began to afeend the mountains, and in five hours thirty-two minutes arrived at a fpring, and id 
two hours more came to Adana, which h fttuated in a plain country : to the eaft of it there is a river, 
which is the old Sarus ; there is a bridge over it of twenty arches, and it is four hundred and flfty paces 
long ; the river feemed to be paved at bottom with fqtiare ftonei. They went on, and in two hours and 
ten minutes came to a bridge of tlu^e arches, in three hours and ten minutes more to a well, and after tra- 
veiling an hour and forty-five minutes they arrived at Tarfus ; and before they entered the town pnfTed over 
the Cydnus on two bridges, one a hundred pace? long, the other two hundred, both which feemed to be 
very antient. This is the river on which Cleopatra met Mark Antony with fo much pomp; it is divided 
into many ft reams, and runs to the fouth eaft* The walls of the town are very old, and about two milca 
in circumference ; there is a caftle to the north eaft of the prefent town, and to the north of the old city ; 
and on an eminence to the fouth there was another which is now deftroyed* It is at prefent a poor town, 
though antiently it was very famous, both on account of its trade and learning, which probably is the 
reafon why St* Paul, who was a citizen of this place, was fo great a mafter of human fdences. 

^ It is faid, that mount Amanus ended at this pafs, which does not feem to be fixed by any author fo well 
as by Strabo, who meiUions it ijnmediately after iEgea, and the mountains of Pieria, w^hich, he fays, joined 
to Amanus and to Rhoffus* The mountain, which is north weft of Antioch, is certainly the mountain 
of Pieria, on which Selucia Pierise Rood; but is pofftble, that this mountain might run eaft, and ihen 
north, as far, at leaft, aa the gates of Amanus ; and one thing muft be obferved in favour of this fuppo- 
fition, that Ptolemy fa-^s, the Singui, which fell into the Euphrates, rofeoiit of the mounlain of Pkrla, 
which it coaid not do, if that mountain did not extend further north than the Syrian gates ; for all the 
rivers that way, which are fouth of thefe pafles, fall into the Orentes; but if mount Pieria extended fo 
far, the Singae might rife in the middle of it, and run between Amanus and Taurus to the Euphmtes j for 
iu the plain the rivers run towards the Orontes* Another thing which favours this opinion is, that Pto¬ 
lemy places Pagrm, and the Syrian gates in Pieria. Between the mountain of Pieria at the fea, and mount 
Rhoflus was mount Coryphieus* 

All geographers feem to call thecountr)- to the weft and north of thefe hills Cilicia, except Ptolemy, 
who feems to make fome line from the gates of Amanus to be the hounds, which I take to be the bed of a 
« winter torrent, that in a manner wafties that fouth fide of Baiae, and comes out from the vale between the 
hills, by which one palles to thofe ftreights. Cicero mentions thefe two ways as paftes into Cilicia, and 
the Jertifalem Journey places Piilanus m Cilicia, and Pangrios in Syria. The only conjeauie that can be 
made in favour of Ptolemy is, that poffibly in the divifion of the' Roman provinces, fo much of Cilicia 
mTgbt be add^d to the province of Syria j on the whole, difficulties ariCe on feveral accounts in conftdering 
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miles to the fouth, almoft as far as Scanderoon. The reafon why lam riius parti^laf 
is becaufe I take this to be the very plain in which Alexander vanquilhed Darius . Two 
rivulets run through this plain from the hills ; that to the fouth is finaller than the 
other, and is called Merkes, from a village of that name on the mounr^s; a wall 
five feet tliick runs into the fea, a little to the north of it, at the end of which there is 
a round tower in the fea wliich is in ruins, and another within it, which might be the 
remains of the antient port of NkopoUs, which I lhall have occafion to mention. A 
little further are the ruins of an oblong fquare building ofbnckand ftone; it is pomble 
this niiffht be the foundation of the altars which Alexander is faid to have bmlt 
near the river Pinarus ; oppofite to the middle of the plain there is a narrow vale be¬ 
tween the mountains referabling a large cleft, in which the fmall river Maherfey runs; 
this, I am inclined to think, is the Pinarus, being the larger of the two rivers. Danus 
is faid to have marched his army towards it from Iflus. At the fouth-eail corner of the 
plain there is a fmall fmgle hill, the foot of wliich joins to the hills that are to the 
fouth' from this there has been a trench cut to the fea, and Alexander s army being 
encamped on thofe hills to the fouth, over which the road croffes from Scanderoon, a 
fitter place could not be found out for the tent of Alexander, nor a more proper fitua- 
tion to receive the unfortunate family of Darius, Alexander hearing of Darius’s ap¬ 
proach fent Parraenio to guard the Syrian gates, and came and encamped his army at 
Myriandros, which was to the fouth of Alexandria; he wifely left the other way 
open for him to enter, it being his policy to draw him into narrow places, where a 
large array could not engage to advantage. When Darius croffed the mountains, he 
went a little to the north and took the city of Iffus, imprudently leaving Alexander 
behind him to the fouth, who hearing that Darius had croffed the mountains, ad¬ 
vanced to meet him, and encamped among the hills of Cilicia in a place only bioad 
enouf^h for two fmall armies to engage. Darius having taken Iffus, advanced towards 
the river Pinarus, and Alexander having drawn him into the fitteff place that he could 
defire, the battle enfued, which determined the empire of the world. It is to be ob- 
ferved, that thefe rivers being choaked up, the ground is become Ib morally, that now 
two armies could not be drawn up in that place; the fea likewife feerns to have gained 
on the plain ; it is not probable that the battle was in the plain of Baip, becaufe that 
is large enough for two great armies to draw up in; and Darius is faid to have 
marched towards the river Pinarus the day after he took Iffus, which implies that he 
marched fome way from Iffus, and did not engage in the plain at the walls of k But 
what feems to determine that famous aftion to this place, is a very curious piece of 
antiquity, which nobody has taken any notice of as fiich ; on the hills to the fouth, in 
the face of the plain, and rather inclining down to the fea, thpre-is a ruin that appears 
like two pillars, which are commonly called Jonas’s Pillars, on fome tradition not well 
grounded, that the whale threw up that prophet fomewhere about this places It was 


the geography of thefe parts ; though the mountain, which ia north weft of Antioch, is commonly under" 
ftood to be mount Pieria, yet it feems to have extended, fivft nortliward, and then to the eaft, near as far 
asAntab, if it be true, that the Singas rifea out of this mountain ; notwithftanding this, all thefe moun¬ 
tains, except that part which runs weft of Seleucia Pierim, feem fometimes to have been called mount 
nus, and perhaps the weftern ridge of mountains near the fea was really mount Amanty,_and the eaftera 
part mount Pteria, as we may likewife fuppofe that mount A mantis was between mount Pieria and T atmus to 
the north of it, and yet Amanusis fometimea called Mount Taurus jf qt Antioch, where Aotab uovv ftands, 
was called Antioch at mount Taurus* Another difEculty arifea from the different bounds that are given 
of Cilicia and Syria, as already obferved; and a third from the three paffes, wluch in their names are 
confounded with one another. 

* See Quintus Curtius and Amanus, ^ 
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. mith the utmofl: difficult}' that I got to this ruin, by reafon that it is in the middle of a 
thick wood; when, I came to it, I found it to be the remains of a very fine triumphal 
arch of grey poliflied marble ; the top of it, and great part of the piers were fallen 
down; the corners of it were adorned with pilafters; the principal front was to the 
fouth, where there was a pillar on each fide, the pededals of which only remain. 
There feems to have been a paffage in the eaftern pier up to the top of it; the inner 
part is built of a kind of mouldering gravelly ftone or earth, cut out like hewn ftone, 
and appears almoft like unburnt brick; and I Ihould have thought that it was a com- 
pofition, if I had not feen fuch a fort of ftone in this part. In order to ftrengthen the 
building there is a tier of marble at every third or fourth layer ; what remains of the 
architeftm'e has in it fo much beauty that one may judge it was built when that art 
flouriflied, and might be erefled to the honour of Alexander by one of the kings of 
Syria. There are remains of a thick wall, which feem to have joined to the arch, and 
to have been thrown downj it was probably part of the walls ofNicopolis, which 
city vKis doubtlefs built in memory of Alexander’s viftory over Darius, and on this 
account received its name; and probably the road went this way, until they might 
have occasion to carry it further from the fea. If this wall ofNicopolis extended to 
the mountains, it might ferve as a defence of the pafs, which may be the reafon why 
it was deiuoldhed. 

A¥e went from Scanderoon to Baias on the twenty-fixth ; having travelled about a 
mile, we turned the comer of the bay, and went northward in a plain about half a 
quarter of a mile broad ; we foon left the fltore, and went by a gentle afcent up to the 
top of fome low hills covered with wood ; we foon after afcended a higher hill 
through woods, the road being a little to the eaft of the above-mentioned arch ; w-e. 
defcended from this hill into the plain, where, 1 fuppoCe the famous battle was fought, 
and went to Baias in the road already defcribed. We took fome refrefhment in the 
kane, and fet out again for Scanderoon ; they told me, that to the eaft of the arch there 
was a village among the mountains, called Kaihib, and another fouth of it, called. 
Oxfkey, which was a neft of rogues. At the river Merkes we overtook the aga of the- 
independant bey of Bay lane, with about fixty military men ; they were going to Arfous,. 
as they faid, to take fome robbers ; but I was afterwards informed, that it was to raife 
money, or drive away the cattle of thofe who could not pay what they exadled; they- 
called to me, and defired me to take coffee. The aga had a Venetian ffave, whot 
was taken fo young that he could not talk Italian ; he offered to fell him to me, though 
I apprehended he was not in earneft, and they defired I would not go on before them.: 
I overtook them afterwards, repofing in another place, and they flopped us again, but. 
I fent my man to him to defire him, as it was late, not to detain me ; and on a promife 
not to fay any thing that they were coming, they permitted us to go on, and we arrived 
at Scanderoon, This place is fituated on the fouth fide of the bay, and near the fouth 
eaft corner of it; it is a tolerable port, the fhips lying not far from the Ihore. About 
half a mile from the town there rifes a veiy plentiful fpring of fine water, called Jofeph’s 
fountain; it makes a confiderable ftream, which winding in the plain, paffes throiiffh 
the town, and falls into the fea; but the channel of it is fo choaked up in the plam, 
that it has made the country round about it a morafs, which is one great reafon of the 
unwholefomenefs of the air in fummer, at which time the Europeans live inoft in Baylan, 
and always ffeep there; and if, by any accident, they are obliged to lie here, it is 
worfe than if they had flayed in Scanderoon all the fummer. During the time I was 
here I always flept on board a fliip, which they do not judge dangerous. Tins air caul'es 

a fort 
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a fort of lingering dlforder, often attended v/Ith a jaundice ; and iT they do not change 
the air, they commonly die; it alfo often thi-ows perfons, when they firft come, into 
violent and mortal fevers. It is faid the place was formerly ruined by the grand fignor's 
conftantly landing his army here for the Perfian wars ; and that before that time the 
country being drained and well improved, the air was not bad ; though it is the port 
of Aleppo, yet it is now only a milerable poor town, that has rather the appearance 
of a fmall village, A faftor for each European nation, that trades this wy, refides 
here, and the trade is the only fupport of the place About half a mile to the fouth 
of the town there is an oaagoii caftle well built of hewn ftone, the walls of it are low, 
but each fide is defended by a tower; it is called the caftle of Scanderbeg or Alexander, 
and feems to have been built by the Mamalukes, who are the beft architefts in thefe 
parts, and probably the defign of it was to hinder the landing of the Ottoman forces: 
to the north of it there is an old fquare tower, which is now inacceffible, by reafon of 
the morafs. 

Chap, XXL — 0/mount and other places between Scanderoon and Kepfe^ 

the ancient Seleucia* 

WE fet out from Scanderoon to the fouth wards on .the twenty-feventh, pafTed by 
Scanderbeg’s caftle, and went near the fea fhore to the river of which is 

about three miles from Scanderoon; I faw fome walls near it, and a ruin of antient 
brick, in which the mortar was laid very thick; it had fometking of the appearance of 
a bagnio. We went on by the fea Ihore, and in about three hours from Scanderoon 
came to a ftream called Shengan, and foon after to fome high ground near the fea, 
and to another ftream called Agalicpour, We went over the hills into a plain, and 
in half an hour came to a rivulet called Farftalic, where the aga was, whom we over¬ 
took in our return from Baias to Scanderoon ^ and afterwards we met fome of his men 
driving off the people s cattle. One of them afked us to give him fome bread ; and 
meeting another company, one of the fellows opened our bags by force, and took out 
all our provifions; afterwards we met two more, and one of them taking a fancy to 
fomething that I had, afked me to give it him, and, on my refufal, levelled his piece 
at me ; fo I thought it the fecureft way to give fuch a trifle, without being obbged 
to do it by force* In order to avoid meeting any more of them, we went along the 
fea fhore in a very had road. Having travelled about an hour we turned to the eaft, 
and then crofled a rivulet to the fouth called Dulgehan, and repofed in a fine lawn, 
encompafled with plane-trees, and large alders. 

Ptolemy makes the latitude of Myriandrus to be twenty minutes fouth of Alexandria, 

* 

* Atexandretta has been generally thought to he Alexandria ad IfTum, called in the Jertirakin Jtinemrj 
Alexandria Scabiofa j but this place is but eight miles from BaiaE^ wiiich is the old HTus, whereas all 
the antients agree in placing it fixtcen miles to the fovith of llTus, About three miles to the fouth of 
Scanderoon there is a {li cam which runs from Baylan, and has its name from that place, where tnere are 
fome very fmall ruins of brick buildings. It is pcffible Alexandria might be here : but even this it too 
near, rfhd I (houM rather think that it was about the firfl hills three leagues to the foiiih of Scanderoon ; 
for a little to the fouth of this height I faw ruins of a tower built of brick, with mortar laid very thick 
between, not to mention that the aulieuts were generally fond of building on high places for ftrength. 
And to confirm that the before-mentioned diftance of this place is no miftake, the Pyljc are fpoken of aa 
five parafangs, or eigliteen miles and three quarters diftant from lifus: thefe Pyla? feem to be tbofe of 
Syria, and ihe di(lance agrees very well; for it being three miles from the pafa to Baylan, and fourteen 
from that place to Baias; this agrees very well with tl^e diftance mentioned* Half a mile from this place we 
pafTed a iheam called Shengan, which might be conveyed to the old tovvii. 
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and I conjeflured that this place might have been on the river Dulgehan, Strabo 
mentions it as one of the places on the bay of Iffus ; and Ptolemy puts it ten minutes 
north of Rhoflus, with which the fite agrees very well, but it is at mo ft not above 
twenty mUes from Scanderoon. However, fuppofmg Alexandria to have been further 
fouth than Scanderoon, we may rather conclude, that Ptolemy might be miftakeri in 
the diftance between thefe two places, than in that between two fuch remarkable towns 
as Alexandria and Iffus, in which others alfo agree with him: to the fouth of this place 
indeed there are two or three rivulets, on one of which Myriandrus might be lituated. 
The large plain of Arfous begins a league further to the fouth ; it is about three miles 
wide, and ten long, extending to Jebel Totofe, the ancient mount Rhoffus, of which 
Arfous, the name of the plain, may be a corruption. This mountain, as obferved 
before, is known to mariners by the name of Cape Hog, and is the fouth point or head 
of the bay of Iffus, now called the bay of Scanderoon. 

Arrian fays, that Alexander having paffed the ftreights, that is, the ftreights of 
mount Taurus, out of Cappadocia, encamped at the city Myriandrus, by which he 
feemed to be prepared to encounter Darius, if he fltould force the gates of Syria, where 
he had placed a guard; in which cafe, if he moved northward, he could march up 
to him, and give him battle in fome of thefe narrow plains to the north ; or if Darius 
came to meet him, he could advance towards him in the narrow valleys between the 
hills, and not permit him to come fo &■ as the great plain of Rhoffus, or Arfous, in 
order to draw up his large army to advantage. 

North of that plain, and to the weft of the fuppofed Myriandros, there are fome 
low hills, which run north and fouth, on which Alexander’s army might be encamped 
near Myriandrus j and if Darius had come to meet him, he could have given him 
battle In the narrow plain between thofe hills and tlie mountains; for this is the way 
Darius would moft probably have taken, the road by the fea lide being for the moil 
part hilly. How Alexander condufted his affairs on Darius’s palling the other 
ftr^ghts has been obferved, and hiftories are full of the particulars of that memorable 
aftion. 

Being come into the plain of Arfous *, I obferved, that there was a narrow plain 
to the eaft between fome low hills and the mountains; here it is poflible Alexander 
might have defigned to have drawn Darius to an engagement if he had forced the pafs 


South of the plain of Arfous we came to mount Rhoffus, which joins the other mountains to the 
ratt and ioutR Slrabo fays, the mouritains of Pieria join to Atnamis and Rhoffus; I ihould have rather 
tliought KhoITus a part of the mountain of Plena, and CoryphyieuB another part of it, that is the hi'^h 
nioimtain between ,t and the city of Seleuda Pieri*. The exatt divlfion of the country, accordinE to the 
geography,! feems to be confufed : Plmy and Mela call it Seleucis Antiochene. The truth is Seleucis 
feems to be dmded into Plena, Caffiotis, and Seleucis Proper; in the laft Ptolemy places only Gephvra 
Giiidarua and Imma, that is the plain to the north of the Orontes, extending from Imma in the Aleppo, 
road til the counliy near beleucm Pievi* 011 the fea. He mentions the places of Pieria, but they feein oX 
m be fucii as^are mland, probably on the very mountaiu of Pieria, being Pinara, the gates of Syria, and 
lagrai: ^rft is unknown, and the two others are on the niomilains. In the very begiiininjr of hia 

account of Syria, rinthout putting down the particular territory, he mentions Alexandril; My^andrus 
Roffiis. the rock of Koffus, Seleucia Pierise, and the mouth of the Orontes; thele I take to he the 
maritime towns of Plena. The mantime places that follow from Pofidiura to Balen®a inch,five are 
mentioned only under the general denommation of Syria, and feem to be the maritime places of Caffiotis, 
!r f “ ®f mount Caffins. On mount Rhoffus there was a town of the fame 
of^offus^ was affured, after I left thofe parts, that there are great ruins to be fecn there ; and the rock 

liliSV T f "■ P^fidiunil fawa rock in tlm fea, at fome 

oSfion f mountain ; thi^s ihought to refembJe a boar's head, which might give 
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of Syria. In three quarters of an hour we croffed a ftream, and hi half an hour mare 
a fecond, and about half a league from it came to a village of T urcomen^ in the 
middle of a fine plantation of mulberry and fig trees ^ the vines being planted fo as 
to twine about the latter. The people led us to their village, where they formerly 
lived in great affluence, until they had of late been much opprelTed by their governors, 

I faw here feveral broken pillars, efpecially about the 1 urkifh burial place ^ as it 
rained, thundered, and lightened, we lay all night in one of their outhoufes. On 
the twenty-eighth we went on, paffed a rivulet called Boilu, and in an hour came to, 
Alhope, an Arab village; there are many winter torrents about this place, that fpread 
over the plain ; in an hour we came to fome hills that flretch weftwards from the moun^ 
tains, and arrived at a village on the foot of them, where the people were afraid of us, 
but fent a man to fliew us the ’vvay: having palfed thefe hills we afeended others to 
fome huts that belonged to a village called Eimerakefy; we repofed here under the 
fliade of a tree, and the people very civilly brought us bread and milk. Here 1 hired 
two men to go with me over mount Rhoflus, now called Totofe ; the men I iiad taken 
with me from Scanderoon returning from this place. We went to a village vei'V 
pleafantly fituated, the hills encompaffing a vale below, which forms a fort of amphi¬ 
theatre, and produces plenty of fruit, as oranges, lemons, peaches, and pomegra¬ 
nates. We had alfo, from this place, a fine profpedt of the fea, of Aias-ka!a on the 
point of Mallo, of the bay of Tarfus, .and mount Taurus; one of the men of whom 
I had hired horfes being of this village, the people were very civil ; I was conducted 
to a houfe, and a youth brouglit me a prefent of pomegranates; as the weather was 
bad we flayed here all day; the head of the village came to us, and we had an enter¬ 
tainment of boiled wheat with meat in it, and a difh of the pumkin kind, drefled 
after their way. In the evening I moved to a tree, under which we repofed all night.^ 
On the twenty-ninth we afeended an hour tlirough woods of pine trees to a fpring of 
^■ater, and afterwards as much further, by a very fteep afeent to the higheft part of 
the hill which we were to pafs, the mountains being much higher to the weft ; we faw 
a deep valley below, and travelling on upon the mountains, we came to a fine green 
fpot, where I faw laurel and yew, the only place in v^hich I had feen the former 
grow wild ; and I had not obferved the latter out of England, except in gardens ; there 
were alfo box trees and horn bean on this mountain in great abundance. We at length 
defeended into another valley to ^the fouth, which feemed to divide the mountain ; 
we went in It about two hours, and came to a large rivulet called the Oterjoye. We 
went an hour further in tliis valley, and afeending, in three quarters of an hour ive 
paffed by two or tliree houfes, where the people would not receive ftpangers; fo we 
%vent an hour further, crofting to the other fide of the vale, and came to a few houfes, 
where we lay on the top of one of them j the houfes are low, and ufually built againft 
the fide of a hill, to fave the expence of a walk On the ihirueth I faw to the weft ruins 
of a thick wall, and of fome houfes. We travelled three hours in a very bad road, and 
coming to the fouth fide of the mountain, pafl'ed by a ruined church called Motias, 
and foon after faw to the left the firft of the three Armenian villages in this country, 
which is called Alchaphah. We paffed by a large ruined convent called Gebur, where 
there are remains of a lofty church. In another hour we arrived at the fecond Armenian 
village called lonelac 5 theffe villages have each of them a church, and are governed 
by Chriftians, called caias, or deputies, appointed by the Turkifli governors j but 
they are liable notwithftanding to the oppreffion of the Turkilh officers, who are fern, 
^mong them to colletl their rents and taxes, and when they have made fine improve* 
ments^ they often take them entirely out of their hands. 
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To the weft, amiong the mountains, thn e was a fmall volcano, or eruption of fire, 
■which may ftill continue. I had an account of it from an Engiifh gentleman, who 
went to fee it not many years ago; when he was conduced to it, they were obliged to 
defcend a hill with much difficulty, the furface of which they found very hot, and 
on the fide of it came to the volcanoes, being two fmall holes, out of which there 
iffiied a fmoke, and, as they were affured, foinetimes a flame; the people of fhofe parts^ 
who conduded them, were of that fed, who are faid to be worlhippers of the devil, of 
whom I ffiall give an account. They obliged them to buy a cock, and carry to the 
plage, and would have then facrificed it, but they excufed themfelyes, and left the in¬ 
fidels to perform that fuperftition: they_ took up their lodgings with them; but one 
of the gentlemen, who undeFflood Arabic, finding they were to be plundered at leait, 
they departed precipitately, and efcaped the danger. 

Travelling ftill on the fide of the hills, we went weftward, crofting feveral deep 
beds of mountain torrents, with fteep hills on each fide; and afcending a hill a little 
to the north-weft, came to the third Armenian village, called Kepfe. 

CHA^.TXU. — 0/Kep/e, the antient Seleuda of Pieria, 

KEPSE is fituated about a mile from the fea, and is remarkable, as it is on the fpot 
where the antient Seleuda Pierise ftood, a place of a moft extraordinary fituatlon, of 
great natural ftrength, and well fortified by art. Seleucus the firft, king of Syria, 
built it foon after he had vanquilhed Antigonus, at a time when he was not fettled 
in his kingdom, and probably fortified this city, with a political view to have it as a 
place for the laft refort in cafe Antioch ftiould be taken; for there are maily confider- 
ations that would otherwife have induced him to have built the city on the plain 
below; and about the port there was aftually a well fortified fuburb, where, for con- 
veniency, they held their markets, Seleucia was fituated on a rocky foil, on the fouth 
fide of the mountain, very near to the fouth-weft corner of it. The walls on the 
fouth fide were built on high cliffs over the plain; to the weft, on the brow of a fteep 
defcent, over the bed of a mountain torrent, that runs fouthwards into the plain; to 
the north, on cliffs over the bed of the fame torrent, and towards the north-eaft part 
thefe cliffs are very high and perpendicular } there is a defcent within the walls from 
the north-eaft, north-weft, and eaft; and a fteep defcent on the eaft fide without the 
walls, which cannot be lefs than fifty or fixty feet deep j at the bottom of it there is a 
natural foffe ; but here the place being weakeft, there was a double wall j the outer 
one confifted of very large ftones, and was ten feet thick ; the inner wall was well 
built of hewn ftone, and defended by fquare turrets about fifty paces apart. On the 
eaft fide of the city there is a very narrow bed bf a ■winter torrent, which is a natural 
foflee; there being a great defcent from the waif dovm to the rivulet; there is alfo a 
gentle defcent within to the fouth-eaft comer, where the rock is low, and confequently 
the fituation weak; the walls are there very ftrongly built, and defended by a large 
fquare tower, and a ftrong enclofure made within them, as a fort of a caftle for defence, 
in cafe the outer walls fhould be taken. From the north-eaft corner, is the greateft 
height of the hill, which may be looked on as the fummit of it, continuing the whole 
length of the double wall; and from the north and call Cdes there is a defcent to all 
the other parts of the town. In fuch a fituation it muft have been difficult to have 
conveyed off the water j but this they contrived by making drains arched over, which 
begin at fome diftance from the walls, and leffening as they approach to them end at 
the walls like pike holes. Thefe drains are filled with large ftones, fo that the water 
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had an outlet,without any confiderable openings that might weaken the city. In the plam, 
near thefouth-weft corner of the city, there w'as a fine bafon, which was w-alled round; 
the defi'gn of it was to receive the ihipping ; from it the pafiage, or channel leads to 
the I'ea. To the north cif this chajmel there is a flat fpot of ground, about half .a mile 
fquare, to which there is a gentle afcent, where at the fouth-weft point of the hill was 
a tower. On this fpot alfo there is another ft-rong tower, from w'hich a wall was 
built over the fea, ciiifs to the'north as far as the famous channel cut in the rock, 
which Iflialt have occafion to mention j this, together with the wall, enclofed the port, 
and jbineti it to the fiiburb below. This tower feems to have been defigned as a 
defence to. the |joft. On the fouth fide atfo of the entrance there was another tower, 
built on the rbck which beneath was hollowed into a room twentyTonr feet long, and 
ten feet wide: near this there is a pier, which runs into the fea, and is eighteen paces 
wide,' and about fixty-feveii Idng; it is built of very large ftones, fome of which are 
twenty feet long,'five deep, and fix feet wide; the ftones have been joined together by 
iron cramps, the marks of whicli are ftill to be feen, A little way to the north of this 
there is fuch another pier, fifteen paces wide, and a hundred and twenty long^; and the 
bottom being kept clean and open between tliefe piers, it is. probable the fliipping lay 
there in the funimer, as in the winter they were doubtlefs laid up in the bafon; the 
fotirh fide of this bafon, and the entrance to it were built ftrong for defence, and a 
wall was carried from the bafon, about half a furlong to the fbuth, defended by towers, 
for greater fecurity. Troirf the eaft end of the bafon the wall was built along hear a 
rlVulet, that comes from the eaft fide of the town, and that wall was carried on to the 
clift at the fouth eaft corner of the city. 

On the fouth-eaft fide of the city there was a ftrong gate, adorned with pilafters, 
and defended wf th round towers. This gate is ftill ftanding, almoft entire, and is called 
the gate of Antioch. 

The ftream and mountain torrent, as I obferved, ran on the weft fide of the town 
towards the fouth, and conleqiiently mull have gone where the bafon now is, and, 
after heavy rains, rauft have overflows all tliofe parts, and done much damage j fo 
that, I fiippofe, in order to carry the ftream another "ivay, that extraordinary work 
*was executed, which Polybius takes notice of as the only communication the city had 
widi the fea, which, he fays, was cut out of the rock like ftairs. It is a paffage which 
is from fotirteen to eighteen feet wide ; the firft part from the eaft, for two hundred 
and fixty paces in length, and about forty feet in height, is cut under the foot of the 
moimtiiin ; the reft which is about eight hundred and twenty paces in length, is funk 
down from fifteen to about twenty feet in the folid rock, and is open at top; it ends 
at the fea, and the laft part is cut down lower, and great pieces of rock are left acrofs 
the paffage to make the entrance difficult, there being a path left only on one fide, 
which nnght be clofed upon any oc'calfon ; they call this in Turkilh, Garice |^a channel 
for water^. It is not cut with fteps, as Polybius defcribes it; along the fides of it are 
fmall channels to convey water from the higher parts to the ground, which is to the 
fouth of it, and is the fouth-weft corner of the hill that is cut off by this channel, 
is feparated from the hill on which the city Hands by the bed of the torrent, which 
goes to the port. This extraordinary channel ends a little way to the north of tlie 
northern pier. The water formerly fun through it, but now it do^s not go that way, 
unlefs after great floods: it is faid, that the Arabs coming into thefe parts, turned the 
water to the north-weft, where I faw it run by a fort of fubterraneous paffage; 
ihe ftream alfo in fome parts takes its old courfe, though ftrong walls were built, 
ishich are ftill ftanding, to turn it another way: but it is to be queftioned,if they had 
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not fome contrivance to carry part of it to the fuburb about the port, and to the bafon, 
when it was necefTary, in order to fill it; and part of it now runs into the bafon, which 
is choaked up and become a morafs j and the water at prefent goes in two finall 
llreains into the fea, one through the channel of the bafon, and the other to the fouth- 
wefl: of it. The top of the hill, on each fide of the artificial paflage tlirough the rock, 
is cut into fepulcliral grots, efpecially on the fouth fide ; fome of thefe are very grand, 
and have courts before them, with feveral apartments one within another, fupported 
by pillars of the folid rock; fome of them which are near the paliage have epitaphs 
cut on them; there are likewife many imperfeft infcriptions and feveral reliefs, which 
feem rather works of fancy than for any particular defign; but the chief burial places 
were grots, near the fouth-eaft corner of the town by the fide of the road diat leads to 
Antioch. To the north of the town there are fome aqueducts cut through the moun¬ 
tains, by which the water is brought a confiderable w'ay, and might be made in order to 
fecure a conftant lupply ; though they have fprings on the very^ height of the towm ; 
but without doubt they were not I'ufEcient for fo large a city, which was at leaft four 
miles in circumference. On the north fide, under the walls which are oppofite to this 
aqueduft, there is an oblong fquare open place cut in the_ cliff, about twenty-four 
feet above the ground; it is eight paces long, and three wide, the afcent to it is by 
a ladder; there are t^'o niches alfo cut into die rock, which feem to have been de- 
figned for altars; over one of them there is a large crofs in reliefi they call it the 
Convent of Codryllus, and it is probable that it was the hermitage of ferae Chriftian of 
that name. Above this, near a quarter of a mile to the call of the city walls, there 
is a fepukhral grotto, over the door of which is a relief, cut on the rock, repre- 
fenting a Avoman fitting in a chair, leaning her head on her right hand, and holding 
with her left the right arm of the chair, as in a melancholy pofture t before her 
ftands a child, which is probably deligned for her daughter; on one fide there is a 
relief, in which the woman is giving fomething to her cliild; this probably w'as a 
fepulchre made for a beloved daughter. There is another hermitage which they call 
faint Drus, and a narrow afcent over it cut out of the rock up the fide of a fteep cliff, 
vidiich leads to a fpot that they call a caflle, and might be defigned for a place of re¬ 
treat. 1 went along the fide of the mountain towards the weft, to the north of the 
ftreain that runs on the north fide of the city, and foon pafTed by the ruins of a large 
convent with its church, from which I afcended northwards by a very difhcult way 
to the call end of die fummit of the mountiun, which is very narrow, and on three fides 
there is a fteep-precipice. This fummit of the hill, which is exceedingly flrong by 
nature, is worked into a' little fortrefs, and they call it the caflle; but it is contrived 
in fuch a manner that nothing is feen on the outfide; the rock is worked into a fence 
like a wall, and is fupplied in fome places with an artificial work j and under it the 
rock is hollowed into a large ciftein. This place, which might be defended by a finall 
number of people, feems to have been defigned as a private retreat for a few perfons in 
any danger, where they might fecure things of the greateft value. Returning down to 
the convent, I went to the weft till I came to that part of the mountain which is neav 
the fea, and turning northwards walked about four miles in a foot way over the fea, 
to view fome ruins: this road goes all along to mount Rhofius, and fo to the plain of 
Arfous ; I was dilappointed as to the ruins I went in fearch of, finding, only the rpinains 
of a little convent and its church, and a few finall chapels about the mountain, whiqh 
probably belonged to hermitages, and fome cifterns built to receive the water from the 
mountains. 
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within the city there are very few ruins to be feen except of the walls: tow'ards 
the foiith part there is a raifed ground, in a regular form, where poilibly there might 
be a temple; on the weft lide of the road that runs to the fouth-eaft through the 
town, are fome remains of pillars ftanding : towards the gate of Antioch there is a 
large fquare, which is levelled by cutting away the rock, and it is ftiaped in fome parts 
like a wall. This might be either the court to fome large building, or the fite of 
fome public edifice, or poflibly might ferve as a refervoir for water. To the north of 
rhis road there is a hollow ground like the bed of a torrent, and over it to the eaft a 
height, where I concluded, from a regular piece of ground, that there might be another 
public’ building. This is all that is to be feen of thofe magnificent temples and build¬ 
ings of which Polybius makes mention. 'I’he northern part of the town was well 
watered, but there is no profpeft from it: I faw remains of aquediicts on the ground, 
that were carried from fome of the higheft fprings. 

Tlie fouthern part of the city was very pleafanr, commanding from moft parts a 
view of the fea, mount Caifius, the port, the plain to the fouth, and of the Oronles 
running through it. The public buildings feem to have been in the parts already de- 
fcribed, and It is probable that they were inhabited by people of diftinttion ; and Iiere 
the kings of Syria might have their palace. I obferved one particularly in the build¬ 
ing of the walls of the city, by which 1 afterwards diftingui&ed the buildings of thofe 
ages; they fet one tier of ftones on the end length-ways, with the broadeft fide outer- 
moft, and the other tier flat with the ends outermoft, and fo alternately. 

I obferved a particular fafliion among the women of Kepfe ; they wear a fort of cap 
made of filver money, faftened round in rows by holes made in them : among thefe 
there are many antient medals of the Syrian kings, and of the city itfelf, w'hich are 
often found here ; fo that the head of a lady of Kepfe is often a very valuable piece 
of antiquity. 

From this place I crofled over the plain fouthwards about four miles to the Orontes. 
From the mountains the country appears like a plain ail the way to Antioch; but 
about a league to the eaft from the fea, there are low hills almoft as ' as that 
city, which have fruitful valleys between them. We faw on the eaft a pleafant 
village on a hill, which feems to have retained its antient Greek name, being called 
Lyfias. 

I went towards the mouth of the Orontes, to fee if I could find any remains of the 
antient port of Antioch, which I difcovered before I arrived at the mouth of that river, 
at the (fiftance of near two miles from the fea. There is a large bafon fo filled up, 
that I could not be certain whether it was of a multangvilar, or round figure, but I 
took it to be the latter ; it was filled from above by the river, at a place where the 
river winds, fo that the ftream flowed direftly into a canal that leads to tlie bafon, by 
which the Ihipping entered into it. This canal had, without doubt, flood gates to 
hinder too great a quantity of water from running into it on any lifing of the river. I 
obferved fram the north-eaft fide of the bafon two canals, winding round part of it 
in a circular form, one within the other, having no outlet, which feem to have been 
defigned as places for laying up their veffels. Near a mile to the weft of this bafon there 
are ruins of feveral houfes along the river, which do not feem to be of any very great 
antiquity, but probably were houfes of merchants, and warehoufes, when Antioch 
flourilhed in the middle ages, at which time it was called the port of St. Simon, pro¬ 
bably from a monaftery which is built on the north fide of mount Caflius, and is very 
difficult of accefs; it is ftill feen facing the port, and was probably dedicated to 
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St. Simon, or it might have its name from the convent on the hill called Beneclify, 
half -way to Antioch,,of which I fliall give an account. To theweA of this port there 
are ruins of a fmall church, and very near it a ruined inclofure, about eight paces 
fquare, the walls of which are twelve feet thick; this feems to have been a kind of 
fortrefs, and it might ferve alfo for a kane, and for warehoufes. The prefent port is a 
little further to the weft, about half a mile from the mouth of the Orontes; the boats' 
come 1 1 the banks of the river, and there are only a few huts built as warehoufes for the 
fait th-t is brought to this place from Tripoli, and for the rice that is imported from 
Latii iiea, and is brought to that city from Damiata in Egypt. The Orontes here is- 
eieer;, though not very wide, and the river as formerly might very well be made navi¬ 
gable to Antioch, which is computed to be about twenty miles from the fea j but, they 
lay, the bed of the river is choaked near that city. In all this plain they talk Arabic, 
though on the liills on each fide they fpeak Turkifli, and the Chriftians, who are not 
Greeks, talk Armenian. 

Mount Caffus is now called Jebel Ocrab Qhe Bald MonntainJ j it Is about two 
miles fouth of the river; but a little above the old port the foot of the hills come to 
the Orontes; it is certainly a verjr high mountain; but Pliny feems to' exceed when he 
fays it is fo high, that, at the fourth watch, they faw the fun rifing in the eaft, and 
tumhig themfelves to the weft, they might fee day and night at the fame time j and he 
fays, moreover, that it was four miles in perpendicular height. I know not what moun¬ 
tain Anti-Caflius could be, unlefs it was a fummit of Mount Caffius to the fouth, which- 
appears but in very few places, and, I think, I faw it only from one place near Pofidium,. 
all the other hills being very low with regard to mount Caffius. 

All this country is much improved with mulberry trees for the filk worms j thefe 
parts producing great quantity of filk, and not a little tobacco, w'hich is fome of the- 
belt in Syria I went eaftward from this place to Antioch. About halfway there is a long 
high hill to the north of the river, which is called Beneclefy [^the Thoufand Churches],, 
probably from a great number of churches formerly on it: at the top of it are the 
remains of a very noble convent, called faint Simon Styh'tes j the whole was encom- 
paffed with a wall built of large hewn ftone, about ninety paces in front, and two 
hundred and thirty in length. The church feems within to have been a Greek crofs, 
though tile building without is fquare, and there were probably two chapels, a facrifty,^ 
and chapter-houfe, to make it a fquare ; the, middle part was an oftogan, four fides of 
it being open to the church; and, as well as I could judge, there were four altars in 
the other four fides ; in the middle of the oftogan is the lower part of Saint Simon’s- 
pillar, cut out of the rock, ivith two fteps to the pedeftal; it's cxaftly on the model,, 
and of the fame dimenfions, as that near Aleppo, This hill is a rich fpot of ground, and 
a fine fituation, commanding a view of the fea, of the plain, of the river winding between 
the Iiills of Antioch, and of the lake beyond it, not to mention the pleafant country 
which Avas the fpot of the antient Daphne. This maybe the hill Trapezon, fo called 
in Gr«k from its refemblance to a table j for Strabo, immediately after it, mentions. 
Seleucia and Rhoffus. The Greek patriarch, about thirty years ago, endeavoured to- 
get this beautiiul place into his hands, and was well guarded with fir;'.ans from Con- 
ftantuiople; but the mob rofe at Antioch, and the people there, and of the country 
round about, came in great numbers, and deftroyed not only the new building, but 
aifo what remained of the old. As I went down the hill I faw fome few ruins, pro¬ 
bably of hermitages and churches, and came a fecond time to Antioch. 
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CitAP. XXIIL— Of AntloeK 

ANTIGONUS, who fucceeded Alexander in the government of S>Tia,_ built a city 
■hear the place where Antioch now Hands, and called ii Antigonia. Enquiring for ruins 
of an old city near Antioch, I was informed there were fome figns of an old town, 
about a league and a half to tlie call of Antioch; a.nd when I came to Antioch from 
the eaft, as mentioned before, lobfeiwed, at a place where a point of the hills makes ^ 
out nearefl to the river, the fmindations of very thick walls, and further weft fome 
others, which I concluded to be the walls of Antigonia, and may be the foundations of 
the two gateways; it is probable the walls were built to tlie river, and the low hills over 
it fortified. Seleucus vanquiihing Antigonus, did not think this fituation ftrong enough 
for the capital of his kingdom} fo, deftroying the town, he built, with the materials 
of it, the city which he called Aiitiochia, after the name of his father. 

Antioch is remarkable for its extraordinary fituation, as well as for having been one 
of the moft confiderable cities of the eaft. It was the refidence of the Macedonian king^ 
of Syria for fbveral hundred years, and afterwards of the Roman Governors^ of that 
province, fb that it was called the queen of the eaft. It is alfo remarkable in eccle- 
fiaftical hiftory for being the fee of the great patriarchate of the eaft, in which St. Peter 
fu-ft fat; it was here that Barnabas and Paul feparated for the work of the gofpel *, the 
latter embarking for Cyprus. This city is often mentioned inthe Afts of the Apoftles, 
and particularly that the difciples of Chrift were here firft named Chriftians f j fo that 
it w'as called the eye of the eaftern church. It was at this place the j^reat unfortunate 
Germanicus funk under the jealoufy of Tiberius, who made ufe of Pifo to poifon him. 
Many emperors, when they came into the eaft, pafled a confiderable time in this city, 
and Lucius Verus, in particular, fpent four fummers at Daphne near this place, palling 
his winters in Antioch, and at Laodicea. 

The exa£l fituation of the city is Hill to be feen, becaufe the old walls are Handing, 
and fome of them, which are built with, the greateft ftrength, are perfeaiy entire, 
though a great part of them has been very much lliattered by earthquakes, which^ have 
been very terrible and frequent at this place. Antioch was fituated on the fummit and 
the north fide of the two hills, and on the plain which is to the north of them, which is 
between the hills and the river, and was about four miles in circumference. Pliny | 
fays, that It was divided hy the river Orontes, from which one would conclude that 
there was a fuburb to the north of the river, of which there are how no figns. The 
hill to the fputh-weft is high and very fteep j that to the eaft'is lower, and there is a 
fmall plain on the top of it. 

The w'alls are built along the height of the hills, and to the fouth w'here there is no 
defeent, the approach is rendered difficult by a deep folTe; thefe hills are divided by 
a very deep narrow bed of a mountain torrent, acrofs which a wall is built, at leaft 
fixty feet high; it had an arch below to let the water pafs, which is in part built up ; 
fo that a great body of water often lies againft the wfaM ; it is called the iron gate, which 
name it might have from fome grates or fences of iron to the arch, by which the waters 
pafled under it. About half way up on each fide of the wall there is a walk from the 
road on the hills; the eaftern paflage feems to have ferved for an aquedutl j for on 
the other fide I faw figns of a Itone channel from it; and here the water of the lower 
aquedufl:, which I fliall mention, feems to have pafTed. This wall is a moft extra- 

• Afts, XV. 22, 33. . \ A6ts, xi. z6. 

t Antiochia libera, Epidaphncs cognoiuinata, Oronte amae dividitur. Flin. Nat. Hifl.. v. 18. 
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ordinary building, by which the two hills are joined for fixty feet at leaft above the 
bed of the'torrent that divides them; and the city walls are carried from it, up the 
fteep hills, in a moil furprifmg manner ; but, though they are built on a rock, and 
with the utmoft art, yet they could not withftand the ftiocks of fo many great earth¬ 
quakes that have happened ; however, on the weft fide of the weftern hill the wall is 
built up the fteep afcent, in fnch a manner that it has refifted both time and earth- 
tpiakes; it is exceedingly ftrong, and well built of ftone, with beautiful fquare towers 
at equal diftances, which confift of feveral ftories; I am perfuaded that this is the very 
wall built by Seleucus, and yet there is not the leaft breach in it, nor a fi^ of any ; 
and from this one may judge how beautjful all the walls muft have been. There were 
no battlements to the wall, but ther^was a walk on the top of it; and where there 
was any afcent, the top of the wall was made in fteps, fo that they could go all round 
the city on the walls ■with greateft eafe; and it is probable there were fuch fteps alfo on 
the w^alls which were built up the very fteep precipices from the iron gate, where all is. 
now' in ruins, and by this wall of communication they, without doubt, w'cnt from one 
bill to the other. The fteps on the walls were very convenient, for that hill is fo fteep- 
that I rode four miles round to the fouth-eaft, in order to alcend the hill without diffi¬ 
culty. The fouth fide of the weftern hill might be alFauIted with the greateft eafe, 
though defended by fofles, and I found that the walls there had been much repaired ; 
thofe on the plain to the weft are defended by a deep bed of a winter torrent. Thefe 
tvalls inuft have been deftroyed, and entirely rebuilt; for they are of ftone and brick, 
and probably were a Roman work; the towers are very high, but the greateft part of 
the walls are fallen down, and lie in large pieces on the ground, which demonftrate, that 
the fliock muft have been great that overturned them ; the wall to the north is at fome 
little diftance from the river; the towers are about feventy paces apart, and being 
near the river, and confcquently not on fo good a foundation as the others, one mayj fea 
they have often been repaired; a part of them and feme houles fell by an earthquake; 
that happened whflft I was at Aleppo, which an Englifli gentleman who had refided 
there fifty years, affirmed to be the greateft he had ever felt. 

It is faid that this city, which was about four miles in circumference, was built at 
four times, and confifted in a manner of four cities, divided from one another by w'alls; 
The firft was built by Seleucus Nicator, and inhabited by the people brought from 
Antigonia ; this probably was built on the high weftern hill, taking in the foot of it, fo 
as that the wall might be fo far above the plain as to receive fome ftrength from that 
lituation; and there are remains of the foundations of very thick walls by the road, 
which goes near the bottom of the hill. The fecond was built by thofe who came to 
dwell in this city Tifter the building of the firft, for- the people muft neceffarily have 
flocked to this place when it became the refidence of the kings of Syria ; this pro¬ 
bably was built between the hill and the river, being in all likelihood inhabited by mer¬ 
chants and tradefmen, to whom the neighbourhood of the river muft be very convenient. 
The third city was built by king Seleucus Callinicus, poflibly on the other hill. I’he 
fourth was the work of Antiochus Epiphanes, king of Syria, which might be'in the 
plain between that hill and the river. The prefent town, which is about a mile in cir-. . 
cumference, ftands on the plain at the north-weft part of the old city, all the other 
parts of the plain within the walls being converted into gardens; fo that I could fee 
nothing of the walls that divided the cities on the plain. The old city being compofed- 
in a manner of four cities had the name of Tetrapolis. 

'There are very little remains within the city of .any antient buildings. The high 
hill has three fummits, and is divided into three parts by fliallow^beds of winter torrents ; 
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the middle fiimmitfs the higheft; to the eaft of that there is another 
which there are great remains of a cattle; there are feimcirculM turrets m the from of 
It, which is to the weft. At the north-eaft corner there are the r^ams of a bagnio, 
and the calHe is built with vaults under which might ferve as cifterns for the ram 
water: they had alfo another provifion for water^ which is a round bafon, between the 
caftleand the middle fummit; it is fifty-three paces in diameter, and is now eight fert 
deep, though doiibdefs the ground has rifen; it is budt of ftone and brick, like the 
walls; there is an entrance to it to the fouth-weft, with a round iowct on each fide of 
it, from which entrance there muft have been a defcent with tteps; they have a tradi¬ 
tion, tliat the Roman emperors ufed to divert themfelves here m boate. ^ear the foot 
of this hill, in the prefenc town, are remains of the front of a large building of bnck, 
which they call. Prince, and fay it was the palace of the emperors; and they have a 
tradiuon, that a chain went to it from the cattle, to give immediate notice of any thing 
that might happen; the architefture of 11 feems to be of the fourth or fifth century. 

Th^quedufts are the principal works of antiqui^ here; near the eaftern part of the 
town there are indeed feveral fprings, and particularly feme within the ealt g^te, 
called Bablous, which may be a corruption from Babylon, this bemg the gate that lea^ 
that way; but the higher parts of the town were tobefupplied with water, aim the 
whole plain alfo below, concerning which the antients were very provident, and Ip^ed 
no expence ; the water of the aquedua was derived from a place called Battehna, about 
four or five miles diftant in the way to Latichea, which I take to be the very fpot where 
Daphne ftood; here the witer flows out of the hill in great abundance, and turns 
feveral mills. I could fee that a* t had been ufed to bring other fprings to it, for I law 
at that place channels of hewn ftone, kvhich, 1 fuppofe, ferved for that purpene; it was 
then carried towards Antioch in the lame manner; I have reafon to think tl^t al t e 
fprings are at fome little diftance, and conveyed to that place in channels, for it falls 
down like a cafeade from its own bed into a little narrow vale or bed that gora towds 
the Orontes; and from tliis place a fufficient quantity of it was carried by channels of 
hewn ftone under ground along the fide of the hill; it runs in this manner ab^t a 
mile, aud then going to a little valley, in which there is a fmall rivulet that comes^ from 
the mountains, the water was there conveyed on arches, which ftill reniain ; it is in the 
manner of the antient aqueduSt called Pont du Garde, near Nifmes in France, but 
much mferioT to it, for there is but one arch in each of the two^ lower ftories ; the 
uppermoft arches of it are built of brick; the channel afteiw^ards is carried along the 
fide of the hill, and where any waters run, or there is any bed of^ a torrent, a fmgie 
high arch is built over the narrow vale. I faw one between this and the ftream 
called Zoiba, where there is a very lofty arch ^ 1 faw alfo two more aquedufts 
between that and the town, each confifting of a fmall arch and at the bed of the 
torrent, under the weftern walls, there is one of five arches. The water then runs on 
the fide of the hill under ground, and where there is an eafy afeent at the foot of the 
foutfrweft hill, there are feveral arches turned, which appear like froall arched chapels, 
where there were conduits, from which they drew water for the convenience of feveral 
parts of the town. Further to the eaft, where the hill is lt,eep, a channel is cut along 
through the rock about two feet wide, and four or five high, worked archwife at top ; 
and one may walk in it, as in thofe at Fege near Damafeus ; it continues along in this 
manner towards the^ iron gate, and having paiTed on fame arches, which 1 ftall 
mention, the channel is cut in the fame manner on the fide of the other hill. It is to 
be obferved, thas there was a lower aqueduft, probably bujlt by the kings of Syria^, 
before the higher aqueduct was begun, and it is pofEble that the latter might be built 
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by the Romans. I faw remains of the lower aqueduft near the' fountain of Zoiba, 

about two miles to the fouth-weft of Andoch ; the arches are low and ruinous; part 
of the lower aquedufl: is feen over a hollow ground along the fide , of the hilL 
In all thefe places this lower aqueduft confifls of one arch, and it probably went to 
the iron gate, which ferved as a conveyance for the water to the other hillj for 
below the iron gate to the north^weft there are ruins of three arches, acrofs the 
valley, which feem to have had other arches built on them, and it is probable there 
were three (tories of arches, the uppermoft joining the channels, which are on the 
oppofite fides of the hills. 

As to fepulchra! grots, I cannot fay that I obferved any to the eaf!: of the town 5 I faw 
Indeed feme grottos cut into the mountain, which might be for another ufe; and 
polTibiy it was the cuftom here to burn their dead after the Greek manner. It is pro¬ 
bable, that in the antieiit city they had great works under ground to carry off the 
waters that came from the mountaui after rain; and they might aifo have cifierns under 
their houfes to preferve the water after the eaftern manner 5 for now after rains, the 
water runs in the ftreets of the city like mountain torrents, 

The prefent city of Antioch is ill built, the houfes low, with only one above 
ground ; the roofs are almoft flat, made of light rafters laid from one wail to another, 
and covered with, thin tiles, which feem to be contrivances to make their houfes above as 
light as poffible, that as they are on a bad foundation they may not fmk by the weight 
above ^ or if they chance to be thrown down by earthquakes, that the people in them 
may not be cruftied by the weight of the roof. The governor here has the title of 
waiwode, and is under the paflia of Aleppo, but is appointed from Conftantinople. 

There are remains of only three or four churches in Antioch ; that of faint Peter 
and Paul is about a quarter of the way up the eaftern hill, but there are very little re¬ 
mains of it. I faw there fome pieces of marble of a Mofaic pavement; it is probable 
that this was the patriarchal church, and they might be determined to build it in fo 
inconvenient a place, from a tradition that faint Peter or faint Paul either lived or 
preached the gofpel there. It is very probable that the patriarchal palace was on the 
top of this hill, which is a fine level fpot, and tlie whole hill might belong to the 
church; for on the fide of it, towards the iron gate, is the church of faint John, which is 
hewn out of the rock, being a fort of grotto open to the weft; there is no altar in it; ' 
but the Greeks, who have fervice there every Sunday and holiday, bring an altar to 
the church, and near It they bury their dead. About half way up the fouth-weft hill, 
and almoft oppofite to the aqueduft that is below the iron gate, is the church of faint 
George ; the alcent is very difficult; the Greeks fay this church belongs to them, but 
they permit the Armenians to make ufe of It; there are about three hundred of the 
former, and fifty of the latter communion in Antioch. Until wdthin fifty or fixty years 
pafl there had been no Chriftians here, fmee the city was deftroyed in one thoufand 
two hundred fizty-nine by Bibars, fultan of Eg)qit, who demoliftied their churches, 
which, it is faid, were the fined in the world ; and he likewife put mod of the in¬ 
habitants to death ; for at that time they were moftly Chriftians, infomuch that in the 
time of Juftiiiian it was called Theopolis, This city w^as under the Chriftians con¬ 
cerned in the holy war from one thoufand ninety-feven to the time that it was 
deftroyed ; when Aleppo began to fiourifli, and to be the great mart for eaftern 
goods, as Antioch had been before. Another piece of antiquity, is w^hat they call the 
houfe of faint John Chryfoftom, and of his father and mother; I take this to have 
been a chapel; it is about twenty feet fquare, as I conje£tured ; for there is no entering 
it, by reafon that a Mahometan family, with their women, live in it; it is built of 
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brick, much in the fame ftyle as the palace called Prince. They have a traction, that 
this great man being chofe patriarch of Conftantinople, the people of Antioch would 
not confent he ihould accept of it, until the emperor made it his particular requeft 
to them. 

The hills of Antioch are part of them of a crumbling ftone, likeverd antique, and if 
I had feen many pieces of that marble about the city, I iliouid have concluded that there 
were quarries of it in this place. 

Chap. XXIV. — Of Daphne^ Ksraclea^ and Poftdium. 

ABOUT half a mile to the fouth-wefl: of Antioch, there is a road to the fouth, up 
the mountains, which leads to the fountain of Zoiba, and to other fountains above it, 
near which there are remains of the two aquedufts j thele places are commonly 
thought by Europeans to be Daphne : and it is poffibie the grove of Daphne might 
extend fo far to the call, as it was ten miles in circuit. One of thele waters might be 
the Caftalian fountain, mentioned by Ammianus Marcellinus, which was flopped up by 
Adrian, and opened again by the emperor Julian. Seleucus, king of Syria, planted the 
grove of Daphne, and it was finely laid out in walks of cyprefs trees; it is faid, that the 
nymph Daphne was here turned into the laurus or bay j of thefe trees there are none 
on this fpot, or any where near Antioch, but they are in great abundance at fome 
little diftance; it is poffible the zeal of the primitive Chriftians might dellroy thefe 
trees about Antioch, for which the people had in this place a fort of religious venera¬ 
tion. It is faid that, in the middle of this wood there was a temple to Daphne, Apollo,, 
and Diana, that the whole was an afylum, and that they thought the waters came from 
the Caftalian fountains in Greece, and uttered oracles. The place called Battelma, 
about five miles fouth of Antioch, muft have been Daphne, about which there are 
feveral fountains j the palace of Daphne is placed in the Jerufalem Itinerary five miles 
from Antioch, in the way to Latichea; it is faid Uallus built a church there, pro¬ 
bably of the materials of the temple of Apollo, and there are remains of a church, 
with ieveral Ghriftian Greek infcriptions cut on the walls ; in this church probably 
the bones of Babylas, bilhop of Antioch, were placed, as well as feveral other martyrs. 
This muft have been the very fouth part of the grove, for from this place fouthward 
there are mountains ; fo that probably the temple was not in the middle or center of 
the wood, but about the middle of the , fouth fide; to tlie north of the waters I 
thought 1 difcovered forae foundations of large buildings, where poffibly the ftruclures 
of the pagan fuperftition might have been; the ground here is much higher than near 
the river, and from tliis place there is a fine plain in a femicircular figure, towards the- 
Orontes, which ends all round in a hanging ground, except on the part of the 
mountain; and this, I fuppofe, was the fpot where the grove of Daplme ftood, wliich 
commands a fine view of all the country round, and is in every refpeft a moft delight¬ 
ful fituatiozi. It was probably bounded to the eaft by that current which runs under 
tile firft part of the aquedufl: j but the people building country houfes on the hills nearer 
Antioch, about the fountain of Zoifia, that part niight alfo be called Daphne; and fo 
Daphne might be reckoned as a fuburb of Antioch ; this being the place of refort for 
pleafure from that great city, it became the fcene of all manner of debaucheries, and was 
looked on as a place of great lieentiouliiefs. I fet out from Antioch for Latichea with the 
caravan on the feventh of Oflober ; we afcended to tile fouth-weft, and after having 
gone about a mile, we turned to the w^eft, and crolTed over the rivulet called Zoiba, 
wliich comes from a mountain of that name; a little further 1 faw fome foundations, 
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that Teemed to be the reraams of an antlent gateway, which might lead to the fu- 
burbs of the old city; we then travelled to the fouth-weft, and came to Battelma 
already mentioned, where there are ruins of a very thick wall at the entrance in between 
the mountains, wliich migiit be built to defend the pafs, I was informed that there was 
another road to Latiehea dire&ly from Kepfe, which goes over the eaftem fide of 
mount Caflius, and to the weft of a Village called Ordou, and foon after comes into 
this road. 

Having travelled about four hours we came to a village called Sheik Cuie; it is in- 
habited by Turcomen, and may be Hyfdata of the Jeridalem Itinerary j here we lay in 
a paffage to a mofque. On the eighth we croffed the hills for about three hours, and 
came to a valley ; in an hour more we canie to a rivulet, about which there are a 
great number of plane trees, and this might be Manfio Platanus in the fame Itinerary. 
We went about an hour along the valley, and afeending the hills, we came in about an 
hour more to a large village of Greeks, called Ordou, which may be the antient Bacliaias. 
We afeended to the top of the hills, which ftretch from the fouth-eaft corner of mount 
Caffius, and had a view of thefea. I obferved a high Iiill, which feeraed to join mount 
Caflius on thefouth,and as I could fee no other mountain fo high in the neighboiu-liood 
of Caflius, I conjectured that this might be Anti Caffius. Defcending the hills for 
about an hour, we ftopped ni a field, in which there was a fpring towards the foot of 
the hill, where we overtook an odi-bafliee, and four or five janizaries returning from 
the war to Grand Cairo. We lay in the open air, and fet forwards on the ninth, def¬ 
cending into the valley, to the weft of which the antient city Poffidiuin was fituated. 
This valley is about a mile wide, aud fix miles long. We often pafled over a rivulet 
that runs along the valley, and fawin one place fome ruins of a bridge j we went over 
the hills into the plain of latiehea, and arrived at that city. 

I fet out on the eleventh to the northward in fearch of two antient towns, Heraclea 
andPoffidum; we went near thefea to the weft of the road to Antioch, and in about 
two hours and a half came to Bourge-eUCofib [the caftle of the reeds J j near it are the 
remains of a fmall well built church. Heraclea was probably to the weft of this, four 
miles to the north of Laodicea, and feems to have been fituated on a fmall flat point, 
that makes out into the fea j to the north of which I found fome remains of piers built 
into the fea, and foundations of walls of large hewn ftone, and there are fome figns of a 
ftrong building at the end of a pier, which might be a tower to defend the port, and has 
given to this place the name ofMeinta-Bourge, which they told me fignified the bay of 
the tower; on the point itfelf 1 faw feveral graves cut into the rock, fome ftone 
coffins, and feveral pieces of marble pillars. In an hour and a half we came to a village 
called Shamach, in which there are many Chriftians, and in an hour more to Sharaeleh - 
we croff^ the hills in about three hours, and came to a village called Ros Canlir 
[Cape Hog], from a head of land near it. We defeended a very fteep hill into Quad 
Candele [the vale of the lamp], in which there is a river called Nar-Gebere [the gredt 
river]. We went near the fea, and crofling the river, came into that part of the'vale 
which we paffed through in the road from Antioch, We went almoft to the north end (jf 
the vale, turned to the weft, and in an hour and a half came to a village where thfefe 
are remains of a church, very indifterently built, and did not feem to be antient - here 
we repofed a while, and went about three hours further to the fea. Palling by a Tur¬ 
coman village, we came to a place where there was a warehoufe for fait which is 
brought from Larmca, to be fold to the neighbouring villages, and here’we lay all 
night. We fet out on the twelfth to find out the fitiution of Poflidium. There is ^ 
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fmallbay hero, and on the fouth fide of it are remaiiis of the antient city, now called 
Bofleda, which was upon an advanced ground on a fmall cape to the fouth of the bay* 
The tovm appears to have been of an oblong fquare figure, and might be about half a 
mile in circumference. There are feme figns of a fofie, and of walls round the town 
about the north-caft corner; on the fea fide there are fmall remains of a round 
tower, and other ruins near it, particularly of two or three houfes of hetvn ftone, in 
one of which I (zw a crofs cut on the walls; I obferved alfo feme ftone coffins hewn 
out of tlie rock* We afeended the high hills over this place, on which there is a fmall 
fquare tower called Elcanainy * ; defeending near a little hill I faw a very fmall church 
on it, with fome buildings adjoining, as if it had been an hermitage* We returned to 
Ros Canfir by the fame way, where there are only tw^o Mahometan families, the red 
being of the fefl: called Nocires, of whom I fhail fpeak in another place* On the 
thirteenth we went on to the fuppofed fite of the antient Heraclea, from that place to a 
village of Nocires called Timpfacum, and returned to Latichea. 

Chap- XXV* — Of Latkhm^ the old Laodkea ; and of Jebilee^ the ancient Gabala. 

LAODICEA, now called Latichea, was built by Seleucus the firft, king of Syria, 
who was founder alfo of Antioch, Seleucia, and Apamea; he called this place after 
the name of Laodice, his mother; it is finely fituated on the fea, and the plain in which 
it {lands is remarkably fruitful, as it was antiently* This country was famous for wine, 
with which it fupplied the people of Alexandria in Egypt; the hills to the eaft having- 
been well cultivated with vineyards f* There is a race of Iheep in this country with 
four horns, two of them turning upwards, and two do’v^^l\Yal^ds- To the fouth of 
the prefent tovm there are fome low hills, on the top of which, without doubt, the city 
walls were built; for by the pieces of marble and brick, which are all over the fields 
and gardens as far as thofe hills, it may be concluded, that the principal part of the 
city was there, as well as from its being near the port* On the eaft fide of the old 
town, towards the fouth-eaft corner, there is an opening to a hill which extends for a 
mile to the north ; there was, without doubt, a caftle on this hill. 

The prefent town is at the eaft part of the old town, and the port Is to the weft j 
they are a confiderable diftance afunder, the neareft part of the town being near half 
a mile from the hai'bour. The chief remains of antiquity here are part of two fides 
of a portico of the Corinthian order, which probably was built round a temple ^ the 
entablature is very fine* Towards the fouth-eaft corner of the town there is a 
remarkable triumphal arch, which is almoft entire ; it is built with four entrances, like 
the Forum Jani in Rome: the pediment in the entablature is very extraordinary, and 
has not a good effeft; over this there is a fort of attic ftory, the frieze of which is 
enriched with military ornaments* It is conjeClured that this arch was built in honour 
of Lucius Verus, or Septimius Severus* In the way from it towards the port, there 
arefeveral grey granite pillars ftanding in the,gardens, which feem to have been in 
two rows leading from the arch to the port, and probably they are the remains of 
a portico on each fide of a grand ftreet, that might lead from the arch to die harbour* 

To the eaft of the town there is a well of good water, from which the city is fupplied*^ 
by an aqueduil very flightly built. The prefent town is about a mile and a half in 
circumference; there are many gardens within die walls j this place was very incon- 

* From this place I found Laticliea lay fout!i-weft and by fouth ; mount Cdfliu® eaft^north-eafl; Kepfc, 
or Selettcia, north^eaft; Cape Ho^ north eaft and by north, and the point that makes tlie great bay of 
Scauderocn dircftly north* f Strabo xvi p- 751* 
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iiderable until within thefe fifty years part, when the tobacco trade to Damiata was 
eftablifhed liere, which brought alfo an import of rice and coffee; they have Ukewile 
a confiderable export of cotton^ and fome raw filk. On thiR increafe of trade the 
town was enlarged, and feveral good houfes were built of the hewn flone, %vhich they 
are continually digging out of the ruins; for the ground of the city is rifen very much, 
having been often deftroyed by earthquakes, winch of late years have been greater 
here than at Andoch* It is but very lately that an Engliih conful has been eftabliffied 
here; this port being formerly dependent on Aleppo* 

There is a monaftery in the city, belonging to the Latin convent of the Holy Land. 
There are many Greeks here, and about thirty families of the Cypriots, who live in 
a particular quarter of the town. They have a Greek bifhop refident in this city, and 
three or four churches; there Is a cemetery belonging to one of them, where both 
the Englifh^ and thofe of the church of Rome bury. In the heart of the town there 
is a fmall church, which has the appearance of fome antiquity, and is dedicated to 
St. George* To the north of the fuppofed ancient fuburb of the town are ruins of 
a large church on an advanced ground; it Ls called Pharous, and feems to have been 
a very magnificent Gothic building, probably of the fixth century : the body of the 
church fell down many years ago ^ it had a portico before it, to which there was an 
afcent by many iteps : there was a very lofty arch acrofs the weft end of the church, 
which was fiipported by two pillars built of hewn ftone, ten feet in diameter, in which 
there w^ere ftairs up to the top. From thefe pillars the building feems to have extended 
thirty-five paces to the eatt, and it was about twenty-eight broad. Within the 
northern walls of the city is a large grotto, to which there is a defcent by many fteps ; 
they fay that it was an old church ^ it has a well in the middle; but by the manner 
in which it is cut with niches, as if defigned to receive the bodies, one may fee it 
was intended for a fepulchre; the Greeks perform divine fervice here. There are 
dcfcents by ftairs to many grots by the fea fide: about the north-weft corner of the 
city, the fea has waflied away the very rock, and laid open fome of them, and it appears 
that others have been entirely deftroyed. There is a well on the fliore, at the north- 
caft comer of the bay, to which, I fuppofe, the wall of the fiiburbs came; the water- 
of it is frefh, and there are feveral marble coffins round it, that ferved as cifterns. 

On the fifteenth of Oftober we let out fouthwards, and went near the fea fide* About 
two miles from the town there is a river called Nahr Gibere [the great river~|; it is 
a deep ftream, but not wide : the bridge is about two miles from the fea, though the 
road feems formerly to have been nearer to it, and confequently the old bridge; the 
ruins of which I faw, with an unperfedf infcription near it^ They fay this river rifes 
in the mountains towards Shogle, and it is probable that the waters were brought to 
Latichea by an aqueduQ: from fome part of this river towards its fource; for it is faid 
that there are in feveral places great remains of an aquedudt, which was probably made 
by Herod I faw at a diftance a village in the Aleppo road, called Johan, from the 
ruins of a lofty church there dedicated to St. John* We came to a confiderable ftream 
called Nahr-Shobar [the river of pine trees]. The Engliih gentlemen^ at Latichea 
accompanied me to this river, where we dined; and tals^g leave of them, we pro¬ 
ceeded on our journey, and in half an hour we paffed by a tower, and having gone 
as much further, we crofted a river on a bridge of three arches, and in half an hour 
more came to a ftream, over which there is an old bridge, and half a league further 
arrived at lebilee, the ancient Gabala, where we were received at the aga's houle. 

* JofephusDe bello Jud. i, 21 . 
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Cabala was a fmall clty; there are fome llgns' of the antient walls ; It is at prefent a 
poor milerable town, thinly inhabited, without any trade ; and though it was once a 
confiderable lea port, yet they have not now above four or five boats belonging to the 
town; there are very little ligns of the antient harbour, and the chief remains that 
way are feveral 'fepulchral grots cut in the clifts on the fea Ihore; the town is fupplied 
with water by a channel on the ground, which winds roimd to the north and if I 
iniftake not, comes from the river of Jebilee, half a league Ibuth of the town. To the 
north of Jebilee there is a large mofque built with three naves, much like a church, 
and probably it formerly was one; it is famous among the Turks for being the place 
where the body of fultan Ibrahim is depofited. His tomb, in the fouth part of the 
mofque, is feparated from it by a partirion ; the tomb of Iiis vizier is in a chapel near 
it, and on the Ibuth fide there is a tomb of Ibme other perfon belonging to him : in the 
court before the mofque there is an orange grove, on one fide of which there is a 
place to lodge Dervilhes in, and on the other a bagnio: to the fouth of the mofque 
there is a kaiie for poor travellers, who lodge there without paying any thing. It is 
faid this 'fultan Ibrahim lived in one of thefe grots by the fea fide for many years. 
They talked as if he was a Perfian, but could give no fatisfaftory account of him 
'though it is^ probable that he was Ibrahim Ben^Valid, the iixteenth kalif of the Ommi- 
ades, who Jived in the year feven hundred forty-three ; but being vanquiJlied by Marvan, 
pd taken by him in Dpiafcus, was depofed, and afterwards palled the reft of life 
m retirement ^ There is nothing worth feeing here but the remains of a very antient 
theatre. 1 Ws piece of antiquity is the more curious, becaule there is nothing of this 
kind remaining in py part of the eaft, all the theatres and amphitheatres being built 
againft the fides of hills. ° 


Chap. XXYl. — Of tie ancient Balanea, of the cajlk ofMerkab, ofToriofa, and the 

if and of Aradm. 

WE fet outirom Jebilee on the feventeentb, and paffed the river of that name. We 
foo^ after eroded another ft and m half an hour more came to a third called Ka- 
merck. Near this there is a high ground by the fea, on which probably fome fmall 
*°n fityated. About two hours from Jebilee we came to a fmall river 

called Sin; there is a large pll on it fay the road, called Tahaun-ekMelec fthe mill 
•ot the pnncej, which probably may have its name from the river. On the other fide I 
law fome ruins, mid conjeaured that Paltos might be fituated here. I have fmee been 
iiftonned, that the fite of Paltos is now called Soldo, and that the old city is entirely 
deftroy^, that there is only a null near the old ruins,, fo that probably ifis the fame 
place I have meiiHoned. Sel^cra ad Belum is exadly in the fame latitude, and con- 

^ ^ k‘ ^ the eaft of the river Sin, 

L fouth. J'k*? then turns to 

on the weft end of thefe mpntams, where they approach the neareft to 

the fea, is a village called Sarr; I faw fome high buildings there, but could not learn 
_ „ that pipe, fo as to conclude that it was Seleucia; but I 

rrl.k fof found the remains of a temple, and a 

days journey from Tripoli, which 


* BJbUotheque Orientate d’Hcrbdot. t. IbiaHm Ben VaEd. 
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We came m an hour to the river Henflieun. in half an hour more to the river Joba, 
and in an hour toBaneas, which is doubtlefs the antient Balanea, now entirely deferted ■ 

It was called Valania in the middle ages, and it is fituated on a high gro^md at the ■ 
foot of the mountam, which extends towards the fea; it is bounded to the north and 
fouth by a valley, and to the eaft there are figns of a foffe, by which it was feparated 
from the hill; it encompaffed by a flight wall, only three feet thick, fome part of 
which IS ftill llanthng on three fides over the hanging ground; it Teems to have been 
but an mconfiderable town. Towards the eaft fide of it there are mins of a fmall 
church, which poflibly might be the cathedral of the bilhop who refided here. At 
the bottom of the hill, to the fouth, is a fmall bay and a caftle, where they receive 
the cuftoms of goods imported. In the vale, to the fouth of the old town, there runs 
a fme ftreain, eal ed the river of Baneas, which mull be the fame as the river called 
Valama m tlm middle ages: to the eaft of the town, and a little higher up the hill, are 
rums of a caftlei the walls of which are very ftrong. They told me that the governors 
of thefe countries refided here, before they took up their refidence at the caftle of 

Merkab, to which we went by a fteep afcent of an hour and a half to the fouth-eaft 

or Baneas*. 

The caftle of Merkab is about half a mile in drcumferencej taking up the whole - 
iumimt of this mountain j it is of a triangular figure, and exceedingly ftrong, the 
inner wal s are fifen feet tlnck,_and there is another wall on the outfidet which mcom- 
pailes It almofi? all round v for m one part, where its natural lituation is very ftrong, 
there ls only a Angle wall. At the eaft and weft end there are two very large round 
towers,, each of which encompalfes a fmall court. They have a tradition, that this 
^ftle was a work of the Franks, and it was certainly held by the knights of Jerufalem. . 
The governor faid to ns, “ This fabric was rafted by your fathers, and wetook.it by 

„ ? “ It is true, and you fuffer fo fine a ' 

building to run to rum.” The truth is, the whole or part of it was built under the 
Greek emperors and the biflipps of Balanea were obliged to tranflate their fee to this 

^g^tift the Saracens. The church, which is towards the eaft 
^ d ol the caftle, is well built, moftly of a black ftone; it is adorned with femicircular- 
pflafters of the Connihian order, which are tolerably well executed. Adjoining to the 
church, on the eaft, are fome large rooms, and a private oratory, or chapel; to the.weft 
ot It there is a large faloon arched over, and fupported by pillars in a very magnificent 
manner, which might be a refedory for the priefts. Under the buildings there are 

fhSfW it “ preferve the rain water, and out of 

th^ that black ftone was hewn, with which the greateft part of the caftle is built. . 

Defcendiug from Merkab, we purfued our journey, and having travelled about 
feven or eight miles came to a rivulet called Merkeia j tl/ere is a rafted ground clofe to it 
called lelehiate [the bank of ferpents]: about this place it is probable Mutatio . 
Maraccas was fi uated, mentioned in the Jerufalem Itinerary as ten miles from Balaneas! . 
^ong the hills there is a large village called Merakea; it is probable that this was- 
he name ol the hills, and th^at the caftle had the name of Merkab from them; there 
are feveral Maromtes m thefe mountains. We faw a village ailkd Bezac, and after-' 

riSfedTh ° ^ called Bourge N^ib. An hour ftirthfer we 

more arrived”m TStSf’ and in an hour 

• 1*. , ^ thought this to be Orthofia, but there are meat 

difficulties in fixing the fituation of that city. ^ 

'n,, *5' ''** “““yi “ “ “‘“““i 

» y be about three quarters of a mile in circumference. The ancient 

walls 
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walls are of large hevm ftone, with a foJTe round them; and In one pait I faw there 
had been a low wall on the outfide of it At the north-weft corner there are great 
remains of the caftle, and the prefent town is within the walls of it, w^hich are ftrong, 
and beautifully built, of very large hewn ftone rufticated. They are of a furprifing 
height, being at leaft fifty feet high, and without them there are other lower w^alls; 
the w^hole is near half a mile in circuit: within the caftle there is a church almoft 
entire, confifting of one nave arched over. Towards the eaft corner of the city there 
is alfo a very beautiful large church, which is entire ; it is built of hewm ftone infide 
and out, and confifts of three naves 5 it does not feem to have been finiflied, and 
probably is a building of the fixth century ; it is of the Corinthian order, and the 
arches, which are executed w^th the plain olive leaf, are built on fquare pillars, 
covered on the four fides with femicircular pilafters. The pulpit w^as fixed to one of 
the pillars, and over it there is an infeription m the Syriac language. 

The place, to which the boats come from the ifle of Ruad, is about half a mile to 
the north of Tortofa, Tfiore are forme figns thereof a pier and walls in the fea, where 
fmall boats might put in and be laid up fecurely ; but the port for {hipping was doubt- 
lefs where it is now, between the iiland and the continent. However, this without 
doubt is Caranus, the port of Aradus on the coiitineiit 

From this place I went over to Ruad, the antient Aradus, which is a very rocky 
iljand, Strabo fays, it is in the middle between Marathus and the port of Caranus j it 
is near two miles to the fouth of the latter, and is reckoned to be about two miles from 
the continent; it computed to be feveii ftadia in circumference This city is fiiid 
to have been built by feme Sidonians, who were baniflied from their country. At firft 
they were governed by their own kings, but afterwards they followed the fate of 
Syria. However, in fome diffeiifions between the princes of Syria, they obtained the 
privilege of prote£tiiig aU perfonsthat fled to them, which added greatly to the number 
of their people, and to then.' ftrength; and the iJle was fo crowded that they built 
their houfes feveral ftories high, and extended their territory on the continent from 
Gabala, to Orthofia and the river Eleutherus. I was informed that In the laft cen¬ 
tury the Makefe had poflefEon of this ifland, but that it was taken from them by 
furprize at night. It is thought to have been firft built by Arvad, or Arphad the 
fon of Canaan, and grandfon of Noah and it is mentioned in feveral places in ferip- 
ture by the name of Arpad, or Arphad jL There is a very fafe road for the ftiipping 
to the eaft of the ifland, where they can fix their anchors on the fliore. The JIiips, 
without doubt, formerly came up clofe to the eaft fide of it, for tliere are two piers, 
built out to defend them againft the weather ; and a fmall cape of the ifland is a natural 
flielter from the fouth wind. There feems to have been a double wall to the north 
and weft fide of the ifland, but on the fouth 1 only faw the figns of one wall; rhefe 
'walls were fifty paces apart; and there are ft ill great remains of the outer wall, 
which on the north fide is very high, and about fifteen feet thick, being built 
of large ftones, fome of which ^rre fifteen feet long; it is poflible that fome of the 
fmaller ftiipping, and the boats, might be laid up between thefe walls; tlie rock to 
tie weft is worked out like a wall; and there are reliefs on it of a crofs and ctofier. 
Jn every part of this ifland there were cifterns hewn out of the rock, like cellars under 

* Strabo, xvi. 

■J" Stiabo, ibid. Opplda, Simyra, Marailiiis^ cotitraque Aradus, feptem fladioi-um oppidum, 8^; infiila, 
diiccntos pafllis k contiuente diflans. Pliti. Hill. v. 17. It is probable Pliny to be CQrre6:ed as to 

the diftaucej by making two thoufand two hundred paces, as Strabo fays# that it was twenty Iladia from 
the continent* 

X Gch. 1[ 2 Kings, xlx. ij. Ifa, xxxvij* 13* Ifa. x. 9- Jer. riix, 23. Eisek* xxril. 11. 
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tlielr houfes, with holes in the top of them, in order to draw up the vvater. Strabo 
makes mention of thefe, and of fome bafons or lakes of water near the w;all; on the 
north there are remains of two fides of a rufticated building, the walls of which are three 
feet thick; it feems to have been built about the fame time as Tortofa; there are very 
few houfes on the ifiand, except in die two cadles, which are defended by fome cannon 
againfl the corfairs; the fiiipping that come here take in tobacco, of which there is 
a great quantity growing on the continent; they carry it to Egypt, and, when there 
is not a fupply, they load with wood for that country. 

Chap.XICVII. — Of Antaradus, Maratbus, and other places in the ivay to Tripoli. 

WE fet out from Tortola, and about a mile fouth of it came to a broad bed of a 
torrent, which was then dry ; there is a large ruined bridge of three or four arches over 
it, which is a furlong to the weft of the road j on the fouth fide of it is a raifed ground, 
on which I thought I faw fome figns of foundations of walls, and therefore imagined 
it to be the old Antaradus, though it is rather more to the north than the illand; but 
the conveniency of the river, and a fmall harbour for boats, makes it probable that it 
w'as fituated in that place. A little further, to the weft of a wood, and direftly oppo- 
fite to Aradus, there is a low fandy hill near the fliore, which extends to a very narrow 
vale between rocky ground; where the road croffes it there is a channel of a fmall 
ftreani, in which was no water; but below it the water comes out as from a fpring, 
and runs into a large channel which has a wall on each fide ; and there is a door-cafe 
made of three Hones over the fountain; this is called Ein-el-Hye, [The Serpent 
Fountain^. It is not unlikely that this fcould be Enydra, mentioned by Strabo as 
north of Marathus, and probably it was the watering-place on the continent for the ifle 
of Aradus j for it feems as if they had great plenty of water here: below it there is 
a mill; the ftream, which continually turns it, feems to have come fi*ora the north, 
but there was then no water in the channel; to the fouth of this vale there is a court 
cut into the rock, with a throne in the middle of it, in which there is a feat on each 
fide. The court is enclofed by the folid rock on every fide, except to the north, 
where are figns of two entrances, and doubtleis they were joined by a wall on each 
nde j the throne con fills of four Hones, befides the plain pedeftal, which is cut out 
of the rock; one forms the back of it, another the covering, and there is one ftone 
on each fide. The canopy has that antient cornice round it which is fo common in 
Upper Egypt. At the two inner corners of the court, there feems to have been a 
fmall room j the fides of the entrances cut out of the rock ftill remain j thefe might 
relate to the fuperftition of this place, the throne being probably built for an idol, wor- 
flupped in this court or open temple; and it is probably one of the greateft and moll 
extraordinary pieces of antiquity that is to be feen. On the other fide of the vale, a 
little more to the eaft, there is a fort of fofle cut down in the rock, with feven fteps.on 
each fide, extending near a furlong in length j the Heps do not go to the bottom, and 
the eaft end feems to have terminated in a femicircle; at the weft end, the rock is cut 
away in fuch a manner, that one may fiippofe there were formerly fome apartments 
there; one part is cut into a fquare area, Ironi which there is a way into the valley 
diieaiy oppofire to the court or temple before mentioned. This place might ferve 
for fome fports to divert the people of Aradus and Antaradus, or of the antient 
Marathus, if that was near, and probably it was a circus. Direaiy fouth of the court 
or temple', the rocks, which rife higher in that part, have been worked likd quarries, 
and fimk down in many places, poffibly for refervoirs of water. There are alfo in 
VOL. X. u ililFerent 
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difTerent parts many walls cut out of the rock, and particularly In one place almoft an. 
entire houfe, and the rock is cut away from it all round ; there are many niches, win¬ 
dows, and doors in it, and a wall of divifion along the middle, with a door through dt. 
Half a mile to the fouth are the fepulchral towers mentioned byMr.Maundrel,whofe plans 
of them are very exadt. A little to the eaft of this, the rock is cut out in form of a pe- 
dellal, about t\venty*eight feet fquare, and nine feet high; on the eaft fide of it, there 
is a hole, cut about five feet from the ground, by w'hicli there is an afcent to the top 
by three or four fteps. This feems to have been defrgned as a baferaent for fome 
buikling over a fepulchral grotto j all thefe fepulchral monuments were eredled over 
the grots in which they depofited the bodies, and tliis might be the burial-place of 
Aradus, though it is a little to the fouth of that illand, the people of which probably 
brought all their dead over to the continent, as thofe of the ifle of Delos carried theirs 
to another ifiand near, which was allotted for that purppfe. 

We entered into a large plain, called by the Franks, the Plains of Junia ; it extends 
to the river called the Cold Stream near Tripoli. To the eaft of the plain there are 
mountains which feem to be mount Bargylus, mentioned by Pliny *, as beginning 
near the place where Mount Libanus ends, there being, as he fays, fome plains be¬ 
tween them; and I obferved that from this place I could fee the country to the north 
of Libanus, all the way towards the lake of Ase near Henrs, and likewife that which 
extends to Palmyra. At the north end of this plain ! was told that it is called Sa- 
pheta, as well as the hills to the eaft, which may only be the name of that particular 
part of the plain. At the firfl: entrance into this plain ! faw to the eaft near the hills a 
large building, and going on, came to a raifed ground, on which there are ruins, and 
further on are the remains of a tower; this might poffibly be Marathus, being about 
feven miles from Tortofa, for it could not be Mutatio Spiclin, in the Jerufalera Itine¬ 
rary placed twelve miles from Antaradus. About a league further we came to the 
bed of a ftream, io which there was very little w^ater; it is probable that Spiclin was 
fituated here. Near hvo leagues more to the fouth we arrived at Nar Afaafti, which 
was then only a veiy fmall ftream; I was told that there is a bridge a little lower; to 
the eaft of this place the low hills end, and a higher chain of mountains appear far¬ 
ther to the eaft, extending fouthwards almoft toLibanon. We went on about an hour, 
and leaving the road, we came in an hour more to an encampment of Arabs called 
Simohea, where they live in tents made chiefly of reeds. 

On the twentietii we went to Nar-Gibere [The Great River]; 1 take this to- 
be the Eleutherusf, which was the bounds between I^hoenicia and CaiTiotis of Se- 

* Xn om manttma Libsno-—^egio in (jiia tupradiftidetliiiiiit monies, etintcrjacentibuscampis- 

Bargylus metis incipit. Pliti. Hift. v. 17. 

f Theie me difficulties in determining the fitaation of the river Eleutherus, which -tvas the northern 
Iroiinda of Phuenida For the Jerufalem Itinerary after Eaiieas, mentions the bounds of Coele-Syria and 

Pncenicisj before Marrjccaa and Anturadiia; fo tliat one would from thence imagiriet that the river Eleu^ 
thorns was north of Caranus* But Ptolemy^ contrary to this, puts Antaradus in Caiiotis of Seleiidsj and 
hetwen Anuradiis and Tripoli he meiitionp Simyra and OrthoJk, with fdlfe latit udea. In the Tables Ot- 
tlioiia is only twelve rniles from Xfipoli, which is the diftance rile Jernfalem Itinerary piace^ Bruttus. Strabo 
going from north to fouth places Eieutherns even after Orthofia, and the Itinerary makes Phoenicia to 
hegm foluh of Areas ; but Ptoleiny places Orthofia and Sitnyraj which is north of Orthofia, in Phoenicia ; 
fo that there is only the Jerufalem Itinerary agaiidl three other authors. And b<!th the Itmcrary and Strabo 
putting Eleutherus fouth of Areas and Orthofiaj would make one imagine it was the eold llream nveiv if 
Ptoietny s great authority did not coniradi<St it ; fo that Nav-Gebero, or the great nvtTj fecnib' lo be the 
antient Eie timer us, which is a deep river, and niight well ferve for a boundary between two countries# 
Mr* IMciiindiiel difloring in this account I have given of the river# between Tortoih nnd Ti'riptili, X was the 
■lore exad in enquidng about the names and litiiations of them. 
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leucia*. About a league to thefouth is the river Accar^ on which Ortholla might be fituated, 
which was a maritime town of Phceiiiciap I was informed that they have a name fome- 
thing like Ortholia in the books of the grand fignior’s revenues among the places of 
this country^ but w^here it was fuuated I could not learn. Half a league further is the 
river Arka^ where Areas muft have been ; this was only a maiifio, and not that Area, 
which was an inland city of Phoenicia^ fituated amongft the mountains, between which 
this river paiTes ; the Itinerary makes Phoenicia to begin after Areas, or between it and 
Tripoli. About two leagues fiirther at the corner of the bay one pafles a fmall ftream 
that comes through a fine vale betw'^een the mountains, beautifully improved with nmU 
berry trees ; Bruttus might be either here, or at the cold ftream river lialf a mile fur¬ 
ther to the north, though neither agree with the diftances mentioned by antieiit au¬ 
thors t- About two miles before I arrived at Tripoli I faw the fountain of fifhes, 
which is a fine fquare bafon, where feme fprings rile; no one is allowed to take the 
filh, which are there in great abundance, and bread being thrown in, they come in 
Ihoals, and even leap up, and take it out of the hand. 

Chap. XXVIII. — Of tb£ b^atural Hijlory^ Govermmni^ and People cf Syria. 

THERE is a chain of mountains which runs alinofi: through all Syria; It begins 
at mount CalHus, extends to the eafi: by Antioch, and then turns to the fouth; the 
whole tract by the fea fide called Phcenicia, is a very fine country ; Libanon and An- 
tilibanon are part of thefe mountains; Coelefyria Proper is between them, in which 
Baaibeck is fituated; this, as well as moft of the plains of Damafeus northwards, are 
a poor fort, the latter by fome are reckoned to be part of Coelefyria. Thele plains 
have very little water in them except about Damafeus; the Afo or Orontes waters a 
great trad of ground to the north of Syria; the river Jordan and the Lycus are the 
only confiderable rivers in this country. 

I have already mentioned the chryftalizations on mount Carmel; at the foot of that 
part of Libanon, called the Caflravan Mountaiixs, between the river Kelp and Elbele, 
there is a white ftone, on which they frequently find the impreflions of fifh. 

There are a great number of fait lakes in Syria, efpecially towards Tadmor and 
Aleppo; nhe ground, which is impregnated with nitre, is hollow in many parts, and 
being filled in winter with rain waters, when they dry away, the fait is left in 
cakes on the ground, which they purify, and carry it to Damafeus, Aleppo, and to 
all parts at a diflance from the fea. 

There are a great variety of trees in Syria, very few of which are known in Eu¬ 
rope* The platanus or plane-tree grows on the river Jordan, and other places in the 
northern parts, efpeGially about Antioch ; they have feveral forts of oaks, but I faw the 
greatefl variety of trees on mount Rhoflus, near Antioch, where there are feveral 
kinds rarely feen in thefe parts, as the laurel, the yew, the bay, which is the antient 
kurus, and the box ; the two latter are much about Antioch, though the former does 
not grow on the fpot where Daphne Rood ; the myrtle is common in all parts. The 

^ Not regarding the latitudes of Ftolemy, which are falfe in thefe parta^ 1 conjed^ure that Simyra wai 
on this river to the fouth, pmbably about the mouth of it, and Simohea near it may be fome remains of 
the name: it is foppofed to be TaKymim of Strabo, who doe;? indeed mention it before Orthofja 
and Eleutherus, it being common])' his method to go from north to fouth ; but Ptolemy^s aiuhority is to 
be preferred. Mutatio J3afilircum in the JcTufalom Itinemry might be on thiB rirer directly in tVieruad. 
f The Jcnifalcjn Itinerary mentions Bruttus as four miles from Areas, and,twelve from Tripoli. 
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plains, from the rife of the river Jordan to Aleppo, abound with liquorice as ours do 
with fern ; fquills are aJfo very common in many parts. 

Wild beafts are not in fo great abundance in this country as formerly; the lion is 
never feen, and only a very few tigers on feme of the mountains ; the hy^na, jackall^ 
the mountain antelope, the antelope of the plain, and wild boar, are common. They 
had a fine breed of horfes in this country, but moft of them having been bought up 
for the Perfian war, the breed of them is almofl loft. They have two forts of camels ^ 
the Arab breed, which is common in all parts, and another fort ufed by theTurco- 
men, which are ftronger, though of a more ugly make than the others. I faw be¬ 
tween Aleppo and the Euphrates the buftard, which is a very fliy bird ; I was informed 
by one who had his experience in Europe, that in the fpring, when they perch on 
the trees, and fing in their maimer, they are inattentive, and eafily fliot. They have 
alfo about Aleppo a beautiful grey bird of the crane kind, called by Europeans the 
Dancing Bird: thefe birds foon become doineftic, and are fo called from their dmeing 
round in a ring one after another in a very pretty manner, and clapping their wings 
they have likewife pelicans on fome waters neai’ Aleppo. 

There are great variety of people in Syria, efpecially in the northern parts of it. 
This country having been in the hands of the fucceflbrs of Mahomet, the Arabic is 
the language generally fpoken, except to the iiortii of Aleppo, where the Turconien 
and Curdeens prevailing, the Turkifti language prevails, which the Curdeens fpeak, 
though they have a particular language of their own. To the north of Aleppo there 
are no Arabs, but the country is in the poffeffion of the Curdeens, who come originally 
fr6m Curdiftan on the Cafpian fea. They are worfe than the Arabs, have not much 
courage, but rob when no refiftance can be made. They are in poffeflion of a great 
part of mount Taurus, which belongs to the Valadea, or fultanefs mother, who found 
her account fo much in protecting them, that the country near thofe mountains was 
entirely at their f;ommand,. and Ihe refiifed to accept of Cyprefs in exchange for it. 

The Turcoman are of the fame race as the prefent Ottoman family ; they were ori¬ 
ginally of Turkiftan, which is likewife near the Cafpian fea; they are of two forts, 
one of which live in tents or villages, who till the land and breed cattle ; their tents are 
commonly round, and made of reeds, having only a flight covering in the fummer, 
and in winter a thick fort of felt fitted to them, fo as to keep out the rain; they em¬ 
ploy themfelves chiefly in making feveral forts ofrcoarfe carpets. The other fort of 
Turcomen are called Begdelees ; they mount on horfeback, live in tents, and neitlier 
till the land, nor graze cattle ; though they have fome fort of alliances, yet they 
are profeffed robbers; fometimes there are above a thoufand of them together, and 
they raife contributions on villages under pretence of protefting them ; but where they 
receive their dues, they do not rob openly. Wherever thefe people are in polfeffion of 
the country, the fafeft way of travelling is under the guard of fome of the greateft 
rogues among them, becaufe they are in league with their brethren of the fame pro- 
feffion ; for m all thefe countries the right of protection, when once you are entitled 
to it, is a very facred thing. Another fort of people are Rulhowans, who in the 
winter begin to move with their cattle from Ezeroun towards the rife of the Euphrates, 
in the antient Cappadocia, and go fouthwards as far as Damafeus, and in the fummer 
return at their convenience witn the caravan to Aleppo ; 1 travelled with fome of 
them, and they feemed to be a good fort of people. The Chingani, who are fpread 
almoft all over the world, are in great abundance in the north of Syria, and pafs for 
Mahometans 5 they live under tents, and fometimes in grots under ground ; they make 
a coarfe fort of tapeftry or carpet work for houfings of faddles, and other ufes, and 
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wbitin thsy arc not far from towns, deal much in milch cattle, and have a much better 
cliamaer than their relations in Hungary, or the gypfies in England, who are thought 
by fome to have been originally of the fame tribe. 1 hefe and the Turconienj with 
regard to offences, are under the paffii and cadi, though they have a fheik to every 
encampment, and feveral great ones over them; but with regal'd to taxes, they are 
immediately under tlie grand fignior, whofe tribute is colledted yearly by an officer 
over each of thefe people, one being called the T-urcoman-Agafi, an office of great 
credit, and the other the Chingani-Agafi, who go romd the Turldlh dominions to 
colledl: the taxes from thefe people- There are alfo different fefts of religion among 
the Mahometans, if thofe I am going to mention may be efteemed fuch* The Noceres, 
who live north eaft of Latichea, are fpoken of by many; their religion feems to be 
fome remains of Paganifni; they are much defpifed by the Turks, and thefe people 
feeni rather fond of the Chrillians. I could not learn any thing particular concerning 
their religion, only that once a year they hold a fort of feafb by night, which very 
much refembles the antient Bacchanals; it is poiDble they may be the defcendants of 
the people called Nazerhii, inentioned by PHny as divided from the countiy of 
Apamea by the river Marfyas, Another fort of people are called^ J^ades; all that 
can be faid of them is, they feem to be woriliippers of the devil; it is faid to be a 
great affront to them to mention his name lightly, and I was affured they were pleafed 
with a Frank, Iio, to gain fome end, faid fome thing that they thought was to the 
honour of this evil being. They are in different parts in the north of Syria, have a 
particular averffon to the Mahometans, and arefubjects very worthy of the being whom 
they worlhip, for moft of them are very bad people. The generality of ChriJlians in ^ 
Syria are Greeks, fubjedt to tlieir great patriarch of Antioch, whofe fee is now re¬ 
moved to Damafcus; but miferable is the ftate of their church, which proceeds very 
much from their own conduft. The priefts, who are of fome trade or other, endea¬ 
vour to live as eafily as they can by fcrewing out of the people as much money as 
poilible; the people who have any influence tyrannize with great pride and infolence 
over their inferiors; they are guilty of all the vices of the Turks, but privately ; and 
it may be concluded how ftrong a root their faith has in many of them, when, to 
avoid oitiy a drubbing, and often to fatisfy their revenge, they turn Mahometans. 
The Maronites who are on the mountains of Libanon, and in moft fea port towns, 
and fome few other parts, are more efteemed. There are' few Armenians to the fouth 
of Aleppo, but to the north of it all the Chriftians are of that church ; thefe are 
moftly engaged in trade, and there are many fervaiits of that religion who came out 
from Armenia; they have courage, are diligent, politic, and civil to every body; but 
no Eaftems are proof againft money, or are to be depended on with regard to vera¬ 
city ; there are very few of the Syrians or Jacobites. Many in the funimer leave their 
villages, and live in tents, and fome make a fort of open fofa, with boughs raifed from 
the ground in order to lie on it, and in fome parts, like the Indians, raife them very 
high before their houfes to fleep in during the fummer, in order to be tree from 
vermin ; and in many towns and villages they fleep on the top ot their houfes, which 
are all flat roofed, on which they make little clofets of wicker work, or boughs, and 
retire there for coolnefs, as foon as the fun is fet 

Syria is divided into five palhalicks; Aleppo, Tripoli, that of Saphet, or Sidon, 
Baalbeck, and the paflialick of Damafcus, which is the greateft of them all, to 
which the pafliaiick of Jerufalem and Naplofa have been added, the latter ftretcliing 

^ Cockhabet Apamiam, Marfya asnae divifam a Na^tnnorum tetrarchia^ Flin- Hlik v. 23. 
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away to Ramah and Gaza; thefe territories feem to have been added to Damafcus in 
lieu of the great expence which that paiha is at every year in coudufting the hadjees 
or pilgrints to Mecca. 

On the twenty-fburtli of Oftober, about ten o’clock in the evening, we fet fail from 
Tripoli for Cyprus, on board an Englilh fliip, which was obliged to touch at Bayreut 
in the way. On the twenty-fifth we had little wind all day, and only came up wdth a 
fmall bay called Cabouch, about twenty miles to the north of Tripoli. On the twenty- 
iixth we came up with Efbele, and failed clofe along the fhore under the Caltravan 
mountains; I faw alnioft all the places we had vifited on thofe hills, and in the evening 
we arrived in the road of Bayreut, w'here the fupercai-go went alliore; and on his 
return, we immediately fet fail again. On the twenty-eighth we came up with Cyprus, 
anchored in the evening in the road of Limefol} and on the twenty-ninth "went afhore 
at that town. 


A DESCRIPTION OF THE EAST, &c. 

BY RICHARD POCOCKE, LL.D. F.R.S. 

Book the Third. Of the Ifland of C)rprus. 


Chap. L — Of Cypnu in ^aternl. 


Of Limefol^ Amaihus, Larnica, and the antient 
Cidum. 


'J'HE north part of the ifland of Cyprus is fifty miles from the Cilician fliore, which 
agrees with the account of the antients, who making a computation by meaftiring 
round the bays of the ifland, fay, that it is about four hundred twenty»eight miles ^ in 
circumference ^ but thofe f computed, probably by travelling round the ifland by 
land, make it only three hundred feventy-five miles. Some fay, that it was a hundred 
and leventy-fiye miles long, others I two hundred j but the modern fea charts make it 
only one hundred and thirty-five in length, and fixty-two miles broad in the wideft parr. 

Cyprus was antiently divided into many final! kingdoms, and was conquered luc- 
•ceffiyely by the Egyptiam, Phcemaans, Cyrus king of Perfia, and Alexander the 
’ n I ® fucceffors the kings of Egj'pt, afterwards was fufadued 

^ y he Romans, became fubjecl to the Greek emperors, and, whilfl: it was under them, 
y lo one thoufand one hundred ninety one, Richard the 

I’j England, conquered it, and gave it to Guv Lufignam, king of Jerufalem ; 

and his family conunued to govern it until the year fourteen hundred twenty-three, 
y hen it was taken by a fultan of Egypt, who permitted their own king to reign over 

a certam tribute. In one thoufand four hundred feventy-three, 
e ' ngs eit this ifland to the republick of Venice, who enjoyed it, paying the 

* Plin.Hift.v. 35 , Strabo ilv, 683. tPlin. ibid. f Strafco. 
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tribute to Eg}’pt, until it was taken from them in one thoufand five hundred and 
fevent)^ under fultan Selim j and it has ever fmce remained in fubjection to the 
Ottoman Port. 

There are two chains of mountains that run along the ifland^ one of vvlikh begins at 
the eaftern point of it^ and extends about three quarters of the length of the to’ 

the bajr which is wed of Gerines. The other chain of mountains begins at cape PyJa^ 
which IS to the eaft of Larnica, and ftretches away to the north-weft corner of the ifland, 
Pliny mentions fifteen cities In this iJland, and probably in antient times there were 
as many kingdoms ; but at the time of Alexander it was under nine Idngs, and it 
is not difficult to difcover what cities with their territories, compofed thefe kingdoms^r 
as I fhali have occafion to obferve in the journey which I made round theifland* ** . 

Limefol, where we landed, is a fmall town, built of unburnt brick; there are a 
great number of mulberry gardens about it, with houfes in them, which makes the. 
place appear very beauriful at a diftance j the country alfo abounds in vineyards, and; 
the rich Cyprus wine is made only about this place ; the ordinary wine of the country 
being exceedingly bad. It is one of the cheapeft places in the ifland, whicb is the.- 
reafon why Oiips bound to Egypt and other parts put in here to vkfuaL I wnas told? 
that a fmall heifer fells fometimes for two dollars, or five fhillings 5 they have built a. 
cart le and platform here, to defend themfelves againft the Maltefe, The Greeks have 
two churches, one of which is a very handfome new built fabric. 

We were entertained in a houfe of the Englifh vice-conful who was a Greek, and om 
the fame day that we landed we hired mules, and fet out to the eaft. We travelled 
through a narrow plain on the fea fide, and going about two miles came to the river' 
Char, where they keep a guard againft the corl'airs. When rivers are mentioned im 
Cyprus, they muft be underftood only as beds of winter torrents ; for I could find but 
one in all the ifland that has always water in it. At the end of the plain there are 
ruins on a low hill, which are called old Limefol; it is about tw^o leagues from: the 
town. This is generally agreed to be Aniathus, which is laid to have had its name 
from Aniathus, who built a temple here to Venus*, called on this account, Venus 
Amathufia ; it is faid to have been facred both to Venus tmd Adonis, This was pro¬ 
bably the capital of one of the nine kingdoms of Cyprus, It is faid, that Richard the 
firft of England, being hindered by the inhabitants from taking in water on the iHand, 
w hen he was going to the holy war, came to this place in his return, and took Ifaac 
king of Cyprus prifoner, and fent him in filver chains to Tripoli in Syiaa, There are: 
remains of the town walls, which are fifteen feet thick, and cafed with hewn ftone,. On 
the well fide there is a building like an old caftle, probably on the fite of the antient 
city, which might extend to the eaft as far as that part, where there are great heaps^ ot 
ruins, and among them a handfome ruinous church, which may be on the fpot where ^ 
the temple was built to Venus and Adonis, in which the feafts of the latter were annually 
celebrated!* There feems alfo to* have been a fuburb to the eaft, extending to : the 
river Antigonia, 

About feven leagues-to the eaft-north-eaft of this place, is a mountain calkd by the - 
Greeks Oros Staveros, and by Europeans Monte Croce it was called by the antients^ 
Mount Olympus |, and was compared by them to the human- breall §; it has. the: 
Greek name from a convent on the- top of it, dedicated to the holy crols; We^went. 
about an hour and a half further,-and lay at a Chrillian village called Menie.*, On. the: 

* Virgilmake^ Venus fpeakto JupiEer in th4?fe words :. 

** Eft AmathOs, eil Cel fa mibi Paplios, atque Cythcra^ 

** Idali^cque domus. yi, 

f SmboKiv,.6&2U t iitrabo xiy. 685, j Strabo,ibid,. 
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thirtieth we croffedthe hills that make the point which is to the raft of Limefol, and 
tmruem we cruli™ - to the weft of it there is a narrow 

havmg travelled many trera and very high reeds growing in it, 

vale,^vhlchls aniora% g ^ ^ nafled about half a mile to the fouth of the 

and I fa«r fomc rams here. “Linrefol, and is direffly fouth 

vdlapMalzoto, which IS c^pu - ^ j* mentioned* as between Amathus and 

of the f in an hour to the river Bonny. »here 

Sere'^Tflu (It^, « >>»''' ‘'““f “P' Chedd; there are foe.^ 

* t i mmp * 3. riviilet rjfes out of moiiut Cioce^ which is 

aiurCr^gSimSte,®ld fella into the fea near thia head; it la prabably the riva 
Ted^ Soned beWeen Citium and Amathns. I few to the north a village called 
oSteXee - in about an hour we came to a large village called Bromlaka, and m 
hS i. tout mffed over the bed of a torrent, and came to *e toge lakes, from which 
to™ Uea weiy year great quantides of felt; they are fil ed by ram Mter and the 
SSirfull of mtre, produces the fait, when the water ja evaporated m fummet ; 
to hi theie is too much water, occafioned by toraordnrary rams, it is not felt 
Sugh m harden into cakes, and for this reafon the Venet^ had drams to catiy 
rfX water, which are now negleaed. To the weft of thefe lakes there B a fmaU 
T*rWa.convto, In which there la only one Dervilh j th^ have a fepulchre diere, 
which ia held in great veneradon by the Mahomed, it being, ss diey fey, the place 
where the fofter filler of Fadmah, the filler of Mioma. was buried: tofe fiUt 
lakes extends almoll to Lamica, and make it die moll unhealthy pla« ur the il^y 
wSn^rStfeTat Latnica, whae the Franks refide. I went to the houfeofthe 

EngUlh conful, to whom I was recommended. T.a>t™„tr 

Lrnica is fituated a fmall mile from the fra ; at the port which belongs to it there 
is a Uttle town called the Marine; the harbour is *aturally well Iheltered, but the fliips 

lie off at fome diftance, and the boats come afhore ^ ^ 

up to land. Though this place is very unhealthy, yet the Fr^ks are fettled here, as it 
i.s very convenient on account of its fitnation with regard to Nicofia, where the govern¬ 
ment refides, it being only fix leagues from m There is a large antient church at the 
port, dedicated to faint Lazarus, where they fliew his fepulchre ; it is a fmall grot cut 
out of the rock ; they fay, that this faint being put into a boat at _^ppa, and committed 
to the mercy of the fea, he was drove to this place, and hecame and that his 

body was ftolen away by the French, and carried to Marfelles; but the French fay that 
he was drove on thdr coafts. The ruins of the antient aty of Citium are between the 
town of Larnica and the Marine, which was a capital of a fecond Wdom m Cyprus. 
It was famous for the birth of the great philofopher Zeno, and for the death of the 
renowned Athenian general Cimon, who expired at the fiege of it. Ptoleniy, the fon 
of Lagus, deftroyedthis city, and removed its inhabitants to new Paphos ; it was about 
three rales in circumference; there is reafon to think that m very radent times the fea 
walhed the fouth walls of it, though it is now a quarter of a mile diftant. To eait 
of the old town there was a large bafon, now almoft filled up it ferved &r the fecurity 
of thelhipping, and was defended by a ftrong caftle, as appears by the foundations of 
it; this muftbetheinclofed port mentioned by the antients t; the walls feem to have 
been very ftrong, and in the foundations there have been foutid mray tmes, \yt i 
infcriptions on them, in an unintelligible charafter, wliich I foppofe, is the anuent 
Phoenician : and if the city was ever rebuilt, alter it was dellroyed by Ptolemy, tnele 
ftones might be put into the walls when they were repaired. I hey have dilcovered 
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s great number of andent fepulchres in and about the citjr of Lamica; I faw fome built 
of hewn ftoue; in one of them I obferved the ftoaes were laid along at top like large 
beams, and others laid over them like a floor; there is another which ends at top in an 
angle, and both are of excellent workmanlliip, and finifhed in the moll perfeft manner. 
Theiatliers of the Terra Santa have a large convent in this town; the capuchins alfa 
have a nionaftery here; and die Greeks four or five very^good churches. The re- 
pubhck of Ragufa have a conful refidiiig in this place, as well as the French and 
Englilli, 

Ci-iAP. IL “ Of Fmnagusta^ and the ajitieni Salamh* 

ON the tenth of November we fet out from Larnica on mules, under the pro- 
reffionoftlie confurs janizary, in order to make the tour round the iflaiid. We tra¬ 
velled eaftward, and came to the bed of a torrent, called Camborouiiula, which had 
water in it; I faw mounds near it, which might be the remains of fome antient work* 
In three quarters of an hour we came to the hills that ftretch to cape Pyla ; that head 
of land muft be the andent promontory of Dades* ; I obferved an old tower on it. 
We came to the vale of Ormilia, where there are feveral houfes.and filk gardens 
belonging to the people of Larnica. We afterwards had z fight of cape Grega, pro¬ 
bably the fame as that which the writers of the Turkifti hiftory call cape Grsecia, and 
was probably cape Throni of the antients, where there was a city of the fame namef* 
Going on 1 was told that we pafled within four miles of Trapeza, which, if I miftafce 
not, is to the right, though Bkeu^s map puts a place of diat name near Famagufta; 
this probably is a village near the high hill, that was compared by the antients to a table, 
and was facred to Venus ; I had a view of it on this head of land. This hill was over 
cape Pedalium which may be the fame as Ammochoftus§, and I fuppofe it to be the 
northern point of that broad head of land, which is now called cape Grega. Peda* 
liuni is thought to be a corruption of the andent name Idalium, there having been a 
town of that name in Cyprus, which was facred to Venus ; the Idalian wood was near 
it, in which, according to andent fables, Adonis, a favourite of Venus, was killed by a 
boar, and they feign that Ihe turned him into a flower. There are two ports mendoned 
between this and Salamis, which are Leu cola and Arfmoe; a city alfo is mentioned 
with the latter, which might be where Famagufta is at prefent fituated. 

We came to a village called Merafli, which is half a mile fouth of Famagufta, where 
the Chnftians live who are not permitted to dwell within the city, I was here re¬ 
commended to a Chriftian, who affigned me a room, which he had built in his garden, 
where! was entirely alone, and fent to the town for whatever I wanted. The next 
.day I went with the jairizary to fee the city; for though I had a letter to the governor, 
yet I was advifed not to fend it, as I had no prefent for him, I went with all freedom 
wherever I pleafed about the town; the governor, however, was afterwards informed, 
that I had viewed the town very exafltly, and wrote every thing down, though I had 
only copied a fliort Greek infcription ; upon thi^ he fent orders to the muleteer not to 
go any further with me, and that they ibould not permit any Franks to come into the 
city, on which 1 fent the janizary with the letter to the governor, who was then very well 
fatisfied, and laid he Ihould be glad to fee me. 

The city of Famagufta is about two miles in circumference, and was well fortified by 
the Venetians; it is of an oblong fquai'e figure; thebaftions are all femicircular; on 
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the well fide of the town, a rjfing ground runs along from north to fouth, on which they 
took the advantage to build the rampart, which makes it exceedingly ftrong this way, 
a foffe being cut into the rock on the tliree fides to the land ; and in that to the weft 
there are covered ways to fally out; this high ground, which is the ftrength of the 
weft fide, expofes the fouth part of the town to the enemy, for It was from this part 
that the Turkifli general battered the fouth gate, wliich is the only entrance from the 
bod ; and it is probable, that from The high ground on the north fide they planted 
their batrerie^ againft the north-eaft corner to the fea, where there is a ftrong caftle 
alfo fortified witMn. There is a gate from the city to the port, which is well flieltered 
by feveral rocks, and the entrance to it, which is at the north-eaft corner, is defended 
by a chain drawn acrofs to the caftle; it was here that the fluffed fkin of the brave 
unfortunate Bragadine Was hung up at the yard of a galley, after he had been moft in¬ 
humanly flayed alive by the treacherous Turks, againft whom he had bravely defended 
the citJ^ I obferved on the ramparts the names of feveral of the Venetian governors 
of Cyprus; and near the gate there are two ftatues of lions, one of which is^very 
large, they were probably fftt up on fome pillars in the principal parts of the city, after 
the Venetian manner. The antient piassza feems to have been very beautiful; the 
houfe of the governor, with a portico before it, is on one fide, and the weftern front 
of the church of faint Sophia on the other ; it is a moft beautiful Gothic building, now 
converted into a mofque, but about three years ago two thirds of it was thrown down by 
an earthquake, together with the greateft part of the city. Before it there is a Greek 
infcription on a black ftone, which might be part of a pedeftal for a ftatue; near the 
north-weft corner of the church there are two pillars, ^hich probably had on them 
the Venetian enfigns ; near thefe there is a coffin of white marble, adorned with lions 
heads, and feftoons held by Cupids. It is furprifing to fee what a great number of 
churches there are in this city; St George^s, one of the moft magnificent, was thrown 
down by the earthquake ; another large one, which, if I miftake not, was dedicated to 
faint Catherine, is now the principal mofque. 

There is very little trade at this place, which is the reafon why all provifions are cheap 
here, the price of a. fat flieep being only half a crown ; no Chriftian is fuffered to live 
within the walls, unlefs it be in confinement, in which condition I faw a Greek patriarch 
of ConftMtinople, who being depofed, and intriguing in order to fupplant his fuccefli’T, 
was banilhed to this place a few months before; I faw him afterwards in one of the 
Princes Iflands near Conftantiiiople, returned from banifliment. They will not fuffer 
a Chriftian to go in or out of the city, otherwife than on foot; and an European having 
obtained a firman from the grand fignior to enter the city in his chaife, when he fent it 
to the governor, received this anfwer in a very cool manner ; That in obedience to 

the firman he might enter in his carriage, but that he would not permit Mm to go 

out of the city in itJ^ The prefent buildings do not take up above half the fpace 
within the walls, and a great part even of thofe are not inhabited. They have very 
good water brought three or four miles by an aqueduft, which is carried for the moft 
part in a channel on the ground. 

Between the two chains of mountains that ffretch along the ifland, there is a large 
plain feven or eight miles wide, and between thirty and forty long, beginning about 
Famagufta; as it is one of the beft parts of Cyprus, and moft fecure from the priva¬ 
teers, fo it is chiefly inhabited by Turks, the Chriftians living more upon the mountains, 
and near the fea, as they are exempted from that fiavery which falls to the lot of the Turks 
when they come into the hands of thefe privateers ; this plain feems to have been the 
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aiitient kingdom of Salamis, founded by Teucer; the capital of itj which bore the fame 
name, was at the eaft end oY the plain on the fea- 

The Jewsdeftroyed the old city of Salamis in the time of Trajan ; it was afterwards, 
called Conftantia, probably from the emperor Conftantius ; it was again deflroyed by 
the Saracens under Herachus, and probably it was not afterwards rebuilt. We let out 
to fee the old city on the twelfth, and in half an hour came to a large bafon, 
whi(^ is filled by rain water, and in half an hour more to a ftream, over which there is 
a bridge; this muft be the antient Pedius. On the north fide of it are the remains of 
Salamis. There are Hill large heaps of ruins on the fpot of the antient city, and great 
remains of the foundations of the w'alls, which feem to have been between three and 
four miles in circumference. The port is to the fouth; it feems to have been made by 
art, and is almoft filled up ; the fmall river Pedius, empties itfelf into the fea at this 
place. Antient geographers mention two iflands of Salamis, which are not now feen. 
On examining the ground I imagined the fea might have left thefe iflands, and I faw 
near the port Tome rifing grounds, with channels round them, which might formerly be 
filled by the fea. There appears to have been a more modern city here than that 
antient one built by Teucer, and there are great remains of the foundations of tlie walls 
of the new tow-n, w'hich was about half as big as the old city. The inner walls are 
luppofed to be thofe of the new town, and the outer ones thofe of the old city. On 
that fide of the town which is next to the port'there are ruins of a large church, and 
alfo of a fniall one; and to the north of the town there are fome very thick walls, 
which are alfo probably the ruins of a church. *1 here is likewife a fquare plain fpot, 
which might be either a piazza, or a bafon for water. On the north of the new town, 
juft within the gate, there are feveral grey granite pillars lying on the ground, and two 
or three Corinthian capitals of grey marble cut in a very beautiful and particular 
manner. Thefe pillars feem to have belonged to a temple. This place is now called 
Old haraagufta, and is about four miles diftant from the modern town ; there are re¬ 
mains of an aqueduiT to this city; all the arches which I faw of it were Gothic, and 
there is an infeription on it in Greek, which makes mention of an archbilhop, the 
anuent aqueduct being probably repaired when the new city was built, after the 
eftablifement of Chriftianity in thefe parts I faw the arches all along the plain, ex¬ 
tending towards the mountains to the north-weft ; on the fide of which mountains the 
water was conveyed from a plentiful fource which I faw at Cherkes, thought by fome 
to l^ve had its name from the O'd Cythera, though that place muft have been larther 
to the fouth. The Tables place Citari in the road from Salamis to 'I'remitus, now 
called Nicofia. Cherkes is fix or feven leagues to the weft north-weft in a valley 
between the hills; it is beautifully improved with mulberry gardens for the filk 
worms; the plentiful fources of water which fupplied this aqueduft, are a confiderable 
way m between the hills. 

To the weft of Salamis there is a frnall ruined church, and near it a very little 
church, built and arched over with very large ftones, half of it is now under ground ■ it 
IS dedicated to St. Catherine, who, as they fay, was daughter of king Cofta, the 
founder of the prefent Famagufta, and that the city had its name -from him. In this 
church there is a well, and on one fide a chapel built of three ftones, the four fides con- 
filtog only of two'ftones, and it is covered with a third, which is angular at top If I 
miftake not, they fay, tliis iaint was buried in this chapel, and there feems ro have 
been a tomb in it. A mile to the weft there is a monaftery and a large church dedi¬ 
cated to St. Barnabas, which feems to have been a fine building ; the diurch has'been 
luuic an rebuilt j tlie foundations ol the eaft end of the old church remain in three 

4 ^ ^ ieniicircles* 


DOCTOR POCOCKE'S TRAVlil-S 


580 

feinicircles. About half a furlong call of this church there is a clefcent by federal fteji* 
to a fepulchral grot cut in the rock, with niches for bodies on three tides oi it; here, 
they fay, the body of St. Barnabas was depofited, who was a native oi this iflaiid, and 
fuftered mai-tydom at Saiainis in the time of Nero. At the entrance of the grot there 
is a well of water that is a little fall, and a fmall chapel is built over the grotto, which 
does not feem ,to be of any great antiquity. 

Chap. III. — Of Carpafy, mid fame other places in the eajlsrn part of Cyprus, 

FROM Salarms tve went on nortliward, and having travelled about five miles came 
to the river Deraie, over which there is a long bridge like a caufeway, and a high 
ground to the fouth of it, which might be the fituaiion of fome antient towm ; in half 
an hour we came to the river Chour ; we then turned to the eaft, pafied over fome 
hills of Chaulebernau, and crofling a river, w'e approached the high hills, on w'hich 
there is a caltle called the hundred and one chambers. Thefe mouiitains take up 
almofl all that narrow tract, which feems to have been called the Olympian pro¬ 
montory, and probably this highefi: part of the mountains was called mount 
Olympus, on whidh there w'as a temple to Venus, probably Venus Urania, or the 
chafte Venus j for there was a city in this part called Urania, which w'as def- 
troyed by Diogenes PoUorcetes, and it was not lawful for any woman to enter this 
temple, or fo much as look on it; all this promontory feems to have been the 
kingdom of Carpafia. I obferved in this part a great quantity of talc in the hlils. 
We arrived at a village called Patrick, where we were well received by the Greek 
prieft. On the thirteenth we proceeded on our journey, and began to crofs the hills 
towards the north fide of the illand, and came to a village called Galadia, finely 
fituated on a high ground. We travelled on through a very fine country abounding 
in wood, and paifed"through Ai-Androniko, where there is a fmall ftream, the fources 
of which never tail; this village on the fouth fide is inhabited by Turks, and on the 
north by Clirifiians. All thefe places are much infefied by the Maltefe corfairs. We 
lay in the houfe of the prieft of Yaloufee or Jaloufa oti the north fide of the ifland, 
where there is an antient Greek church; we faw the coaft of Cilicia very plainly from 
this place. On the fourteenth we came to a ruined village, called Mafliargona, where 
they have a tradition that fome king antiently refided ; foon after we came to a fmall 
cape, on which tliere are ruins of a church dedicated to St. Marina ; it is built of fine 
hewn ftone, and the place is called Selenia. Having travelled about four hours, we 
went to the left of the antient convent of Jaloufa; there is alfo a bay here of the fame 
name, and as there is a place fo called near Scanderoon, which is the bay that had the 
antient name of Sinus Ifficus in Cilicia; this, without doubt, muft be Sinus Ifficus of 
Cyprus, which was in this part of the ifland; this is probably the fiiore of the Acheans 
where Teucer fir ft landed. We arrived at Carpafs, and went about two miles north¬ 
wards to the plain and to old Carpafs, called by the antients Carpafia, the capital city 
of the kingdom of that name, which is now given to all> the country; the illand here is 
only three mile§ and three quarters broad *. There are fome ruins at old Carpafs, 
efpecially the remains of a wall near half a mile in circumference, with a pier from it jnto 
the lea, at the end of which there are fome fignsof a tower. I'he wkole feems to have 
been only a caftle for the defence of the port; to the eaft of it there is a very good 
church in the Greek ftyle, which belonged to a monaftery near called Ainlphilolfi ; 
they call this place alfb Salamina, and I was told that this name was given it by fome 
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religious perfoiM, wlio began to Improve the place not a great many years ago, but 
were obliged to leave it on account of the Maltefe privateers. About the village of 
Carpafs there are a great number of fmall ruined churches or chapels, which might 
formerly be built, for the ufe of wealthy families, who might retire to tliis place. It was 
oil the Carpafian Oiores that Diogenes Poliorcetes landed his army._ 

On the fifteenth we travelled eaftward to the village of Afphronify, where there are 
ruins of four churches, and it feems to have been fome antient town ; for 1 faw on botl) 
fides of it ruins of a wall extending towards the fea. We came to the inoft eaftern point 
of the illand, called by the antients the ox’s tail *, probably from fome imaginary re- 
femblance ; it is now called the cape of St. Andrew, from a monaftery which is cut out 
of the rock, and dedicated to that faint. Oppofite to the iiorth-eafl: comer are the ifles 
called Glides by the antients t; the largeft of w'hich is not a mile in circumference; 
airthors differ about the number of them; thofe who name but two, probably took 
notice only of the two largeft; there are two more that appear only as rocks, the 
furtheft of which is not a mile from the land ; there is another which has fome herbage 
on it, and may be the fecond as to its dimenlions; it is fo very near to the land that it 
may have been feparated from it fince thofe authors wrote. At the north-eaft corner 
there is a grot cut out of the rock, which feems to have been a fepulchre; there are 
fome figns of a large enclofure round it, and higher are feveral forts of oblong fquare 
buildings of hewn Hone, which appear but very little above the ground, and feem to 
have had covers over them; I conjefture that they were fepulchres of very great an¬ 
tiquity ; one, which is built in a more mag’uficeni; manner than the reft, made me con¬ 
clude that they might be the fepulchres of the antient kings of diis part of Cyprus ; 
it coidifts of three enclofures; there are but two tiers of ftone above ground; the outer- 
moll building is one and thirty feet fquare, and the walls are one foot nine inches thick; 
within it, at the diftance of two feet fix inches, there is a fecond; and, at the lame diftance 
within that, a third; the top of which is cut with a ledge within to receive a cover. It is 
polfible the two outer walls might be built up higher, and there might have been entrances 
through them to the fepulchre; the whole is a very particular fort of work, and of fuch 
kind as I never faw in any other place. There are figns of foundations of a building on 
a little mount, which is a rock of marble of different colours ftretching into the fea, and it 
is a very good fituation for a light houfe, though there are fome remains on a little point 
very near it, that have more the appearance of fuch a building. All this country to the 
call of Carpafs, for about twelve miles, is almoft uninhabited, except that there are a 
few Turkilh herdfmen on the fouth-fide, where there is a fine narrow plain. The defo- 
late condition of this part of the illand is occafioned by the conllant depredations of 
the Maltefe privateers, who land more frequently here than in any other part. Front 
tftis eaftern point I faw very plainly mount Caftius near Antioch, and the mountain of 
Rhofl'us, now called cape Hog, which is between Kepfe and Scanderoon. 

We travelled on fouthward from this point, and in lefs than an hour arrived at the 
uninhabited convent of faint Andrea, in which there formerly lived two or three 
monks. We went to the fouth fide of the illand, croffed the hills, and came to a very 
large village which is called Mairou, which is about half a mile broad ; at the weft end 
of it we began to crofs the hills to the north, and faw a cape to the fouth called Peda. 
We arrived again at Carpafs on the fixteenth, and went to the convent of Jaloufa; we 
palled by Selenia, where I faw remains of pillars four feet, in diameter, and came to 
Jaloufa. On the feventeenth we went about two leagues to the fouth-eaft of Jaloufa, 
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)[ieara place called Aimama, and came to a large grotfnt into the mountain, bang very 
chfficuU of accefs; and there is another grot of the fame kind two leagues to the eaft of 
it, near a village called Galliporno; it is a gallery vnili four aparunents on each fide, 
in inolf of which there are holes cut down like fepulchres, which are now filled up ; 
on the hills above it, are fome finall ruins of an antient place, wdiich might be Urania, 
taken by Diogenes Poliorcetes, and I faw near the grot a great number of fepulcbres cut 
into the rock ° many of them being in the manner of graves, which feem to have had 
ftone covers over them ^ towards the w'eft end of this promoDtory the mouTitains are 
very high, and the foot of them flretches out in fuch a manner towards the north-fea, 
that there is no pafTage on the north fide of them ; and, I fuppole. that thefe hills were 
the bounds of the kingdom of Carpafia on the north^weft fide; thofe to the fouth-weit 
being probably the low mountains, by which there is a narrow pafs to the fea, Aphro- 
difium Was fituated near the weft part of the promontory, and probably on the ftiore to 
tlie north; it was about nine miles from the territory of Salamis. From this grotto we 
returned again to Jaloufa, On the eighteenth we travelled to the north-weft and came 
to Androniga, where part of the village are Turks, who are fometinies under fuch ap- 
prehenfions of the Corfairs, that for fecurity they go and lie on the mountains, and they 
told me, that fome of them have even peri&ed with cold in thofe retreatswe afterwards 
came to a village of Turks, where one of them holds his lands on the condition of 
entertaining ftfangers, and his people came and drew water for our mules; this was in 
the road from the northern part to Famagufta* From this place we went out of the 
road northward^^, near an hour to the mountains called Eftibtrreve; on the higheft 
fuminit of which is the ftrong caftle of the hundred chambers before mentioned, 
which is almofl entire. We lay at a Chriftian village on the north fide of this hill. 


Chap. IV, — Of Gmm, LaJ^ta^ mid SolL 

ON the nineteenth we travelled weftward on the north fide of the ifland, and came 
to a very pleafant village called Agathon, fituated at the beginning of the plain on the 
fea; there are a great number of cyprefs and orange trees about it, and it is probable 
that Macaria w^is fituated near this place. The plain is a very narrow ftrip of land, not 
above a mile broad, but extends weftward for about thirty miles, almoft to the bay 
where thefe mountains end; I take this to have been the kingdom of Lapithia, and 
fiiall have occafion to make fome obfervations on the fuppofed capital of it. On the 
twentieth we purfued our journey, and afcending the hills to the fouth, vifited two fraall 
convents, and afterwards the monaftery of Antiphon^s^ ; it is famous for the Lignum 
Cyprinum, of which there are feven trees, there being no others of that kind in the 
ifland; it is the oriental plane tree, and is engraved among the plants which I brought 
from the eaft. We croffed over the hill to the fouth, and came into the great plain 
between Famagufta andNicofia, and lay at a Chriftian village called Marafhoiilon. On 
the twenty-firft we travelled north-weft to a village called Chyterea by the Franks, of 
wdiich I have already given an account, and of the river there, which fupplied the 
aquedudt at Salamis, 

From this place we travelled to the fouth-weft to Nicofia, I went to the houfe of the 
conful’s broker, and was alfo recommended to the dragoman of themofoleni; both of 
them allifted me in feeing that city, wliich is towards the weft end of the plain, and is 
fuppofed to be the old Tremitus; it is the capital of Cyprus, where the mofolem or 
governor refides; it is fortified with very large ramparts, but has no folTe, and con- 
fequently is a very mdiflerent fortification; the ramparts are faced with the hewn Hone 
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of the old walls ; the circiimference of them is about two miles* The walls of the 
antient cit}% which were built with femidrcular towers^ may be traced all rounds and 
they feem not to have been much lefs than four miles in compafs. There are ftill 
remaining in the city feveral very magnifiGent houfes^ which are of the times of the 
kings of Cyprus } fome of tliem have been repaired by the Venetians, according to the 
rules of modern archite£lure; and there is a moft beautiful Corinthian door-c^e of a 
houfe which, they fay, belonged to the Venetian general* The catliedral church, now 
a mofque, is a large building, and exceeds that of Famagufta in the front as much as 
it fells lliort of it in other refpeSs; there was allb a church here dedicated to the holy 
crofs, and another of the Auguftinians, which are now^ mofques. The Greeks have 
feveral new built churches in the city, and the Lktin fethers of the convent of the holy 
fepukhre at Jerufalem have a fmall convent. Though there are very few Armenians, 
yet they have poffeffioii of an antient church here. There is a great manufafturc of 
cotton fluffs, particularly of very fine dimities, and alfo half fatins of a coarfe fort j 
they have here the heft water in Cyprus, brought by an aq\iedu£l from the mountains* 

Two leagues to the north-eall of Nicofia, on tlie fide of the mountain, is the rich 
convent of Sain^ Chryfoftom, to w^hich we went 011 the twenty-third; it belongs to the 
Greek convent of the holy fepulchre at Jerufalem 5 over it, toivards the top of the 
movnt lin, there is a place called the Hundred and one chambers, itdiich confifts of 
feveral buildings, one over another ; the higheft is very difficult of accefs ; they have 
a tradition, that a queen of Cyprus, who had the leprofy, chofe to live here for the 
benefit of the air, and that Saint John Chryfoftom advifiiig her to build the convent 
belo'w, file followed his counfel, and w^as cured of her leprofy; others add, that flie 
bathed in a water there, which Is ftill reforted to by perfons in that diftemper, who find 
benefit by it. This monaftery has been a very large building, though great part of it is 
ruined;, there are two churches, one of which, called Saint Helena, is ruinous ; the 
other is covered with a dome, and painted all over within ; it is dedicated to Saint John 
Chryfoftom; before it is a handfome portico, from wliich there are three doors with 
fine marble door-cafes, that do not feem to be very antient; two fcepters were formerly 
depofited behind the folding doors, the figures of which are painted on the wall, and at 
the bottom tliere is a place where the crown was kept. All the account they can give 
is, that they belonged to fome queen, and that they were taken away by a paflia of 
Cyprus, It is probable that regalia of Cyprus were kept here. This convent is 
near the road which leads to Gerines, 

We crofled the hills again to the north, and lay at a village called Chilta. On the 
twenty-fourth we went to a moft magnificent uni:^habited convent, wffiich is aftnoft 
entire, called Telabaise; it confifts of a very beautirul cloifter ; on one fide of it there 
is a magnificent refeftory, on the other a fine room up one flight of ftairs, which might 
be a library, and under it there are two very handfome apartments, one of which might 
be a common refeftory, and the other probably ferved to receive ftrangers; on a third 
fide is a church of a more antient and heavy building; all the reft is of a very fine 
Gothic architefture, and in the cloifter they have made a ciftern of a beautiful 
coffin of white marble, adorned with bulls heads, Cupids, and feftoons of exquifite 
workmanlhip* 

We went about three miles to a ruined port called Gerines, which is the antient 
Ceryma ; the ruined walls are about half a mile in circumference, and feem to be on 
the Ibundation of the antient walls; for I obferved on the weft fide, a large foffe cut 
out of the rock, and the old town might extend further eaft beyond the prefent fquare 
forty -which is about a quarter of a milt in circumference. Though this place 
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efteemed to be very ftrong, yet the Venetian governor, when the Turks were marching 
towards it, (after they had taken Nicoiia), Ihamefully furrendered the fort before the 
enemy laid fiege to It. To the weft of the town there are a great number of fepulchr il 
grots, and I faw fome pillars ftanding, and remains of the foundations of an aritient 
building- There is one church in the town, which is entire, and two or three'in 
ruins; the prieft refides in a convent of Solea, tliere being not above five or fix Chrif- 
tian families in the place; the chief trade here is with Selefki in Caramania, which is 
the antient Seleucia in Cilicia y the commerce is carried on by two final! French veflels, 
which export rice and coffee to that pait, which is brought to Cyprus from Egypt; and 
they bring back ftorax, and a great number of paflengers : they a!fo fometimes go over 
to Satalia, the antient Attalia in Pamphylia; but Selefid is the neareft place to this part 
of the ifland, beir>j only thirty leagues ofh 

We fSt forward towards the weft, and travelied about two leagues to the ruins of the 
antient Lapithos *, which I fuppofe to be the capital of another kingdom. Here I faw 
feveral walls that were cut out of the rock,, and one entire room over the fea ; there are 
alfo remains of Ibme towers and walls, but the old name is tranflated to a village near 
called Lapta, where there are fome fources of very fine water, which feem to be thofe 
of the antient river Lapithos f. I lay here at the rich convent called Acroped^. 

On the twenty-fifth we went on to a bay, and faw a cape beyond it called in BlaeiPs 
map Cormachiti, which feems to be the old cape Cromniuon. We crofted the hills to 
the fouth, and came into the weftern part of the plain in which Nicofia ftands; for this 
plain is bounded to the weft by feme low hills, which ftretch from the end of the 
northern mountains to the fouthern ones j on the north fide is the bay where I fuppofe 
the antient city of Soli flood. 

When we had crofted the hills, having travelled about fix hours, we came to Mor- 
pho ; they told me this place was eight leagues from Nicofia ; probably the city Limenia 
might be fituated here. We went to the magnificent convent of Saint Mamma at this 
place, which appears to have been built on a very grand defign; it confifts of tiyo 
courts, the buildings of which are unfiniftied ; they are feparated by a very magnificent 
church, built of hewn ftone, and dedicated to Saint Mamma, whofe fepulchre they 
fliew in it. She is had in great veneradon in Cyprus, and they have fome legend con¬ 
cerning her riding on a lion, in which manner they always paint her. I'hough the 
building is not of modern architeflure, yet it does not^ppear to be very antient j I con¬ 
clude, that it might be built a little before the Venetians had poffeftion of the ifland; 
being founded by fome noble family of Cyprus j they have a water here, ^vhich they 
fay is miraculous, ' - 

On the twenty-fixth we went four hours to the north-weft to a large bay, where, 
I fuppofe, the kingdom of iEgear begins, in which the famous Solon took refuge when 
he was bamOied out of Greece, It is faid, that he advifed the king of this country to 
leave the city of ^gea, which was fituated between the mountains, and to inhabit a 
plainer Country, I was told that there is a place now called Ege, fituated on the hills, 
At the north-weft corner of the before-mentioned bay, where the foutliern hills come 
to the fea, there are ruins of a very confiderable city, which I fuppofe to be Soli; on 
the weft and fouth fides it was bounded by thofe hills; and to the.north and eaft by the 
fea, a wall being drawn from the hills lo the fea, fome remains of which are ftill feen, 
as well as of a bafon, for the ftiipping to lie in. The moll remarkable ruins of this 
place are a little way up the fide of .the hills to the weft, where I faw the ruins or a 
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femicircular wall, but could not judge whether it was the remains of a church, or of 
an antient temple or theatre; lower on the plain are three piers remaining, which are 
ten feet wide, eight thick, and fifteen feet apart; I could dficern that arches had been 
turned on them 5 they were adorned on the outfide with Corinthian pilafters, the capi¬ 
tals of which were very well executed; it feems to have been a portico to foine very 
grand building. The front is to the north, and on every pier within there is a niche 
about eight feet high and four feet broad; thefe niches, doubtlefs, were defigned for 
Itatues; "^probably this was the temple of Venus and Ifis that was in the city*, which 
had its name from that wife lawgiver Solon; the place is now called Aligoi-a, that is, 
the fea mart. There is a river falls into the fea at this place, and as the channel of it is 
not kept open, it makes a morafs. Tliis, doubtlefs, is the river mentioned by the 
antients at this place. Some modern writers have placed Soli at Lefca, a village about 
a league north of this place. The antient cape Calinufa feems to be that point which is 
to the weft of this bay. 

Returning fouthwards to the road, we pnrfiied our joum^ to the weft, and in about 
an hour and a half came to Lefca; it is a long village built up the fide of thofe hills, 
which we crofted into the delightful country of Solea, which is a vale about a mile 
wide, and winds between the hills for feven or eight miles; it is much improved with 
gardens and buildings, and is very well watered with fprings and rivulets. We went 
to a convent where the bilhop of Gerines commonly refides; it is fituated on the fide 
of the hills, where there are very rich iron mines, which are not now worked. 

On the twenty-feventh we went along the vale, and crofting die hills came to the 
fmall convent of St. Nicholas, fituated between the hills, where there is fiich an agree¬ 
able variety of fields, wood, water, and cafcades, that it is one of the raoft delightful 
folitudes I ever faw; two ftreams come rulhing down the hills, and are carried all 
through the country of Solea in many rivulets. The Albeftus of Cyprus is found in 
the hills about two leagues to the fouth-eaft of that place. 

We travelled in a very difficult road along the fides of the hills to the convent of 
St. John. I obferved a great number of pine trees, which they deftroy by cutting them 
at the bottom, in order to extrafl: tar. On the twenty-eighth we travelled over feveral 
hills, and afcended the higheft of them, where it is very cold, to the convent called 
Panaia Cheque, or the Madonna of Cheque, where they have a miraculous piflure of 
the bleffed Vii’gin and our Saviour, painted, as they fay, by St, Luke, and brought 
from Conftantinople by a king of Cyprus, whom they call Ifage. This place is as 
much reforted to by the Greeks, as Loretto is by the Latins, and they come to it even 
from Mufcovy. The convent belongs to the archbiftiop of Nicofia, and has about 
feventy monks in it. I was received here with great civility by the fuperior, who met 
us without the gate, conduced me to the church, and then to their apartments, where 
I was ferved with marmalade, a dram, and coffee, and about an hour after with a light 
collation, and in the evening with a grand entertainment at fupper, 

Chap.V. — Of Arjinoe^ Paphest and Curium, 

ON the twenty-ninth we travelled over the mountains, and pafled by feme old iron 
Works; they Ihewed us a village called Sarama to the eaft, where they faid a part of the 
mouatain had been thrown down by an earthquake: we arrived the fame evening at 
the convent of Aiajnone. I had a view of the bay of St. Nicholas to the north-weft, in 
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which Arfinoe feems to have been fitoated, where there was a grove facred to Jupiter *. 
They talk much of the fountain of lovers, but they informed me that there are no ruins 
about it. They mention alfo the port of Agama in this part, and feme ruins near it, 
which probably are the remains of the antient Arfmoe, and the prefent naine of it may 
be derived from cape Acamasf, which was the moft weftern point of the ifland. Op- 
pofite to the bay is a fmall ifland called St. Nicholas, from which the bay has its name. 
I was told by the monks, if 1 do not miftake, that the old name of tliis ifland (probably 
that of the middle ages) was Stiria. Towards the fea, to the north, there is a village 
called Bole w'here I was informed there were iron mines and hot mineral waters. 

On the thirtieth we paffed the hills which are on the weft fide of the ifland, and went 
to the fouth-weftinto a plain, which is about fifteen miles long and tJiree wide; the city 
of new Paphos, and tlie port of old Paphos w^ere on tins plain. This country probably 
made another Icnigdom, of which Paphos might be the capital. "W^e arrived at Bafla, 
which is fituated near the place where new Paplios ftood j it is on a rocky eminence in 
a narrow plain on the fea, which is fepai'ated from the great plain by fome low rocky 
clifts, which might antiently be waflied by the fea before new Paphos vras built. Thefe 
clifts are now full of fepulchral grots, which, doubtlefs, w^ere made for the ufe of the 
city. To the weft of the town there is a point of land, and the old port was to the 
foiith-eaft of it, in an angle made by a final! promontory, and was llieltered by piers 
built out into the fea, fome remains of which are ftill to be feen. The city feems to 
have been to the eaft and north of the port; and I obferved a very large folTe cut out 
of the rock to the north of the old town, where probably they dug their ftones for 
building. There are feveral lofty rooms hewn out of the rock, and many fmall apart¬ 
ments ; one of them feems to have ferved for a large ciftern, there being a hole in the 
top to draw up the water, and ftairs down to it cut out of the rock ; it is probable this 
was filled in winter by an aquedud from the momitains, of which there are fome 
remains near the town; by this means the city might be fupplied with good water in 
the fummer time, of which there is a great fcarcity in the ifland. To the north of the 
port there are fome figns of an antient temple on a ground raifed by art; from the man¬ 
ner in which the grey granite pillars lie, and by the difpofition of the ground, I judged 
there was a colonnade round it, and a portico to the weft w’ith a double colonnade; the 
pillars are about two feet in diameter. Half a furlong to the eaft of this there are foun¬ 
dations of a fmaller building of hewn ftone near the corner of the port, which might be 
either a temple or fome other public building. Farther to the eaft are the remains of a 
large church, which probably was the cathedral, and feems to have been built on the, 
foundations of a great temple, for there are fome very large pillars of grey granite nowr 
Handing near it; they are about three feet in diameter, and finely poliflied ; it is need- 
lefs to m.ention, that both thefe temples were without doubt dedicated to Vends, for 
whofe wforfliip this city was fiimous. This place probably began to be confiderable 
when Ptolemy the fon of Lagus demoliflied Citium, and removed the inhabitants to this 
cityj it wasalmoft entirely deftroyed by an earthquake, but was rebuilt by Auguftus, 
and called Augufta, in honour of him. Near the ciftern before-mentioned there is a 
church under ground cut out of the rock, dedicated to the feven fleepers; and in the 
town there are ruins of feveral churches, and houfes, moft of w'hich are uninhabited. 
This city is famous in facred hiftory for being honoured with the prefence of Saint Paul, 
and on account of his having here converted Sergius, the governor of the ifland, to 
Chriftianity About a mile to the north there is a rocky ground near the fea fliore, 
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cut out into fepulchral grots; many of them feem to have been deftgned for rooms* 
und {bine of them are very large j I law five or lix^ which probably were uihabiti.d by 
families of a fuperior rank, having a court in the middle, and a colonnade of two Doric 
pillars in front, and three on each fide, witli an entablature over them, all cut in the 
rock, and feme of the pillars are fluted ; one fide of thefe courts is open in front; in 
each of the other three fides there is a room cut out of the rock, and the door-cafes are 
executed in a beautiful manner, 

Haifa mile to the eafl of tliis place is the new town of Baffa, where the governor 
refides, new Paphos being now called old Baffa, and is inhabited only by a few 
CImftians, and by a fmall garrifon in a caftle at the port. There was antiently at new 
Paphos a celebrated meeting once a year for the worfliip of A^enns, from which place they 
went fixty fladia in proceflion to the temple of Venus^ at the port of old Paphos^ 
where, according* to die fables of the anrients, that goddefs, who is laid to have 
been born of the froth of the fea, came alhoxe on a flielL The ruins of the city, 
called by the antients new Paphos, are now kno^vn by the name of old Balia, where 
there is a fmall village of the fame name about a mile to the fouth of BaJTa, There 
is an aga and forne janizaries who live at the fort in this place, I was recommended to 
a brother of the bilhop of Bafiaj who at that time was imprifoned by the Turks at 
Famagufla, by the inftigation of the archbifliop of Nicofia, with whom he had fome 
dilFerence; and I afterwards faw him at Rofetto, when he fled from this place into 
Egypt, When I was in my lodgings fome janizaries came to me, and afterwards the 
poor aga of the fort, who were very inquifitive about me, on which I took occafion to 
talk of my defign to wait on the great aga at Baffa, with a letter I had to him. On 
the firft of December I waited on the aga with my letter, and a fmall prefent of fugar, 
which I found was neceflary, and could be of no ill confequence, as is was the only 
prefent I fhould have occafion to make on the ifland. He entertained me with coffee, 
and fent his falconer along with me, who attffided me with his hawk wherever I had 
an inclination to go. 

When I had feen every thing there, we proceeded on our journey; going at fome 
diflance from the fea along the plain, in an hour we came to a running water, and 
faw fome ruins of the aqueduct to the right, which here crofles die river on an arch : 
in half an hour more we came to Borgo Afliedieh, where there are remains of a liigh 
Gothic aquedu£t, Oppofite to this place is the firll fmall cape to the fouth-eafl of 
Baffa, which might be the old promontory Zephyrium In half an hour we paffed 
by Ideme, and about the fame diftance we were oppofite to another cape, which 
might be that of Arfmoe ^ the port of Arfinoe might be on one fide of it, and the 
port of old Paphos on the other, which was a mile and a quainter from that city ; for 
though I went in fearch of it, at the cape oppofite to Coucleh, where old Paphos flood, 
and obferv'ed the ruins of feveral aquedufts that way, yet I could fee no figns of the 
port. We afcended to the village of Coucleh, which is fituated on a narrow hill 
extending to the fouth into the plain. Old Paphos was doubtlefs here, and there are 
great heaps of ruins about the place, and remains of the foundations of thick walls ; 
the ruins extend about a quarter of a mile m breadth, and half a mile in lengtli^ Some 
fay that this city was built by Paphus, fon of Figmalion, others that it was founded by 
Cynarus, king of Crete, and father of Adonis. 

Thefe hills extend quite acrofs the ifland, and are much lower in this part than, 
they are towards the north j they end here in high white cliffs j and where they make 
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a great head of land to the fouth, they are known to marinere by the name of cape 
Bianco, part of which might be the promontory called Drepanum by the antients *, 
We travelled over thefe hills to the eaft, and in about two hours from Coucleh came 
to a Turkilli village called Alefcora, where we got a place to lodge in with great 

*^'^n*the fecond we went near a large Turkilh village called Afdim, which is the fame 
as Audimo or Aitimo- We went on to the other fide of cape Bianco, and came to 
two delightful villages which are contiguous j they are called Epifcopi and Colo0e. 
Thefe villages are finely watered, and moft beautifully improved with mulberry trees 
for the filk worms, and alfo with a great number of orange and lemon gardens. At 
the fouth end of CololTe there is an antient preceptory of the kmghts of St. John of 
Jerufalem, which is now in ruins; there are likewlfe the remains of a very high 
aqueduft that conveyed water to it, and I faw an epitaph of one of the priors of this 
place, who died in one thoufand four hundred and fifty-three. It is the opinion of fome 
that the antimtcity of Curium was here, but I could not fee the leaft fign of any ruins j 
but on the hill to the weft I obferved the foundations of a thick wall, which feemed 
to have encompafled fome antient town, which probably was the city of Curium ; and 
it is not unlikely that the grove, fecred to Apollo near Curium, was where the village 
of Epifcopi now Hands, which is a place abounding in water. They think ^o that 
the low pi'omontory called cape Gatto was the promontorv Curias, from which they 
threw any one into the fea, who prefumed to touch the altar of Apollo ; but as this is 
very low land, it is probable that it was from fome point to the welt of Curium, where 
there are high clifts, and might poflibly be a part of what is now called cape Bianco, 
To the eaft of Epifcopi there is a final! river, which I ftiould have thought to have 
been the Lycus of the antients, if that river had_ not been mentioned t> as between 
the town and the promontory. Cape Phrurium is mentioned J near Curium, which 
might be the fouth-eaft part of this great head -of land, as Drepannum was probably 
that to the north-weft. The head of land called cape Gatto is to the fouth of Epifcopi; 
it is a low land, the north and weft part of it is a morafs, and there is a large fait 
lake on the eaft fide, which is filled by the winter rains, and is almoft dry in fummer: 
the fouth part of this promontory is a barren rocky foil, and there is a ruinous unin¬ 
habited convent on it, called St. Nicholas. They have a ridiculous ftory, that the 
monks of this convent kept cats in order to hunt and kill the ferpents, of which there 
are great numbers here; this they fay gave rife to the name of the cape ; and they 
add withal, that on ringing a bell the cats ufed to leave off their diverfion, and return 
home. 

To the eaft of this cape there is a bay, and at the weft corner of it Liraefol is fituated, 
where I firft landed in the illand. As I did not meet with any Ihip there bound to 
Egypt, I returned to Larnica, where I found a French fliip failing for Damiata, on 
which I embarked on the eighth of December We were obliged by contrary wmds to 
put in at Limefol, where we were detained fix days, and 1 landed a fecond time in 
Egypt at Damiata, on the twenty-fifth ol December one thoufand feven hundred and 
thirty-eight. 

Chap. VI. — Of the natural hiflory, natives, cujiom, trade, and government (f Cyprus. 

THE climate of Cyprus is not fo temperate as that of many other parts in the fame 
latitude; the winds, which blow from the high mountains of Cilicia in tli? winter, 
■nakp the ifland very cold, efpecially the northern parts; and fome of the high hills of 
# Ptol. T. 14, t I’toL». 14. t Ftol. ibW. 
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the ifland being coTered with fiiow all the winter, make fires very neceflary during the 
cold feafon, though they are feldom ufed in any other pai'ts of the Levant j the clouds 
alfo breaking on thefe hills, often fall down in heavy rains for many days together, 
infomuch that I was informed it had fometimes rained there for forty days almolt 
inceflantly. Thefe mountains and the Ihallow foil, which is moftly on a white free- 
ftone, make it excellively hot in fummer, and the illand is very unhealthy, elpecially 
to ftrangers, who often get fevers here, which either "carry them off, or at leafli 
continue for a confiderable time, the diforder lurking in the blood, and occafionmg 
frequent relapfes. _ , 

The foil of Cyprus is for the moft part rocky ; there are in it many entire hills of 
talc or gypfe, fome running in plates, and another fort in Ihoots, like cryftal; the 
latter is ufed in many parts, efpecially at Larnica, as ftone for building; they have 
alfo in the mountains near that city a very thin marble paving ftone, that cuts like 
chalk with a common faw, and much of it feems to have been laid in tlie walls, in order 
to bind the ftones. Near Nicofia they have a yellowilh marble, wliich, they fay,, 
when burnt produces a fmall quantity of fulphur. At a mountain towards Solea, the 
Albeftus or Amianthus, called by fome the cotton ftone, is found in great plenty; 
it is of a blackilh green colour, but runs in veins in fuch a manner, that the ftaple of 
it is not above half an inch long ; it is much to be queftioned whether they could ever 
fpin it to a thread, but by fome experiments tried with it, I have reafon to think that an 
incombuftible paper might eafily be made of it, like tliat which they make of the 
Albeftus of Mufcovy, Near Baifa there is a hill that produces a ftone called the !^afFa 
diamond; it is very hard, and feems rather to exceed the Briftol and Kerry ftones.. 
Cyprus has alfo been very famous for its minerals, and for many forts of precious 
ftones, which were probably found in the mines. In going round the illand I law oiily 
two iron mines, which are not now worked, becaufe in Cyprus they want hands to 
cultivate the ground; nor is it agreeable to the inclination of the people to be employed: 
in thefe mines, becaufe they would not be well paid by the officers of the grand fignior j, 
one of thofeiron mines is about half a day’s journey eaft-north-eaft of BalFa j the other 
is at Solea, where there is a large hill that feems entirely to confift of this ore, which 
is very fine and light, being porous and crumbling, and of a red colour. They have 
here alfo the feveral forts of earth ufed by painters, called Terra Umbra, Verde, Rolla, 
and Jalla •, and I was affured, that not long ago a traveller found a very fine azure earth,, 
which is uncommon, and either is not much known, or is found in fmall quantities, 
otherwife it would without doubt be exported. 

The antients mention three rivers in Cyprus, the Lycus, Tetius, and Pedius, though 
at the bell they deferve only the name of rivulets, and 1 fuppofe the water feldom fails 
in thefe, though it is generally faid that there are no rivers in Cyprus; it is certain 
they have no frelh water filh, except fmall crabs, which are in moft of the rivers in 
Alia. All roimd the illand there are beds of winter torrents, which run from the 
mountains after rains, but during the fummer months, when it never rains in thefe 
fouthem' parts, they are entirely dry, excepting tome few fprings which have been 
rarely known to lad. The water, which is drawn out of wells, is almoft all brackifh, 
occafioned by the great quantity of nitre in the foil, which produces the fait in the 
lakes before-mentioned; at Larnica they fend above a league for all the good water 
they drink- The water of the ifland feems to depend almoft entirely on the rain; and 
when cloiids have been wanting either to fall down in rain, or to feed the fprings, by 
lying on the mountains, a great drought has always enfued; and hiftorians relate, that 
there having been no rain for thirty-fix years, the ifland was abandoned in the time of 
Conftantine, for want of water- 
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It is faid that this illand Feceived its name from the cyprefs trees, which it is certain 
gi'ow on if in very great abundance, e Ipecially on the eaftem promontory, and in the 
northern parts of the ifland. There is a fort of tree wliich grows in moft parts of 
Cyprus, ndiich is called by feme the cedar, and much refembks it in every thing but 
its feed, which is like the jumper; it is called in Greek Avorados, and I have been 
lince informed that it is a fort of juniper, and is much like the tree that they call cediu’, 
which is brought from the Weft Indies, and poflibly may be the lame, but here it 
grows rather like a large Ihrub than a tree. They have alfo the common juniper on 
he mountains, and pine trees in great numbers, with which they make tar j they have 
ikewife the caroub, called in Greek, Keraka, which is fuppofed to be the locuft tree, 
the fruit of which in this ifland exceeds that of any other country, growing like a flat 
bean, and is exported both to Syria and Egypt. Moft of the trees in this ifland are 
ever green,, but it is moft famous for the tree called by the natives, Xylon Eftendi j[the 
wood of our LordJ, and by natiiralifts Lignum Cyprinum, and Lignum Rhodium, 
becaufe it grows in thefe two iflands; it is called alfo the rofe wood, by reafou of 
its fmell j ibme fay it is in other parts of the Levant, and alfo iii the ifle of Martinico. 
It grows like the platanus or plane-tree, and bears a feed or maft like that, only tlie 
leaf and fruit are rather fmaller ; the botanifts call it the oriental plane-tree ; the leaves 
being rubbed have a fine balfamic fmell, w'ith an orange flavour j it produces an 
excellent white turpentine, efpecially when any incifions are made in the bark. I 
fuppofe it is from this that they extrafl: a very fine perfumed oil, which, they fay, 
as well as the wood, has the \drtue of fortifying the heart and brain. The common 
people here cut oft the bark and wood together, toaft it in the lire, and fuck it, which 
they efteem a fpecific remedy in a fever, and feem to think that it has a miraculous 
operation. They make hereLabdanum orLadanum of a very fmall balfamic aromatic 
jfiirub called Ladany, and by botanifts Ciftus Ledon, or Gift us Ladanifera j it is. faid 
that the goats feeding on it in the month of May, a juice flicks to their beards, and 
makes a fort of a cake, which, being taken oft', they purify it, and make the Lafa- 

danuni ; this is in fome meafure true.j but thsft fort requires much labour in order 

to clean it, and it is never perfeffly fweet, fo that in Cyprus they ufe the feme method 
as in the other iflands, atid make an inftrument which they call Staveros, becaufe it 
is like a crofs; it exaflly refembles a crofs bow, atjd they tie pieces of yarn to it 
about three feet long. In the month of May they draw this yarn over the leaves, and 
the balmy fubftance flicking to the yarn, they lay it in the fun, and when it is hot, 
draw it off from the yarn. The common people mix it up with fand, in order to 
make it weigh the heavier, which is what the druggifts call Labdanum in tortis, and 
in this manner it is commonly fold; but being purified from the fand, it is of the 
nature of foft bees wax, which is what they call Liquid Labdanum. It is efteemed as 
a great remedy agaiiift many diforders, taken either inwardly or outwardly, and the 

Imoke of it is good for the eyes, but it is moflly ufed againfl the infeflion of the 

plague, by carrying it in the hand and fmelling to it. The ifland produces alfo cotton 
and coloquintida, and a root called Fuy, which is a fort of Madder j it abounds alfo in 
vineyards, but the common wine is very bad. The rich Cyprus wine, which is fo 
much efteemed in all parts, is very dear, and produced only about Limefol j in fome 
few places indeed they make good red wine. 

They plough with their covvs, which, as I was informed, they do not milk, looking 
on it as cruel to milk and work the feme beaft:; but perhaps they may rather have 
regard to the young that are to be nouriflied by them. This lofs is made up by their 
goats, which are fpotted in a more beautiful manner than any I have ever feen j indeed 
a great part of the foil of Cyprus is more fit for goats than for large cattle j they make 
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cheefe of their milk, which is famous all over the Levant, and is the only good cheefe to 
be met with in thefe parts ; they are final! and thick, much m the lhape of the antient 
weights, and are kept in oil, otberwife when they are new they would breed a worm, 
and when old foon grow dry. Tiie Turks have fucli an ayerfion to fwiue, that the 
Chriftians dare not keep them wher^e they have lefs power than they have m Cyprus j 
but from this place the Chriftians in all parts are fupplied with exce.lent hams, which 
they cure in a particular manner by falting them, pouring the rich wine on an 

when they have prefled them very dry they hang them up. very ew or es 

in Cyprus; they ufe mules both for burthen and the faddle, ot which they have a good 
breed; the poorer fort of people make ufe of alles, 1 hey ^ 

s^aiTLe^ except foxeSj hares^ and wild goats ; and among theii buds t le cite are a \er^ 
beautiful partridge^ which I believe is the iame as the red partndge m ^ 

beautiful bird called in Italian Francolino, and in Greek Aftokinai’a, which I have 
mentioned before. There are a furprifmg number of fnakes here^ but lew ot them 
venomous, except a fmail kind ; a fpecies, which is generally thought to be the alp, 
fupplies the place of the vdper, andisfaid to have the fame virtues; it is called Kouphi 
[Blind], The largeft of them are npar two inches thick, and are bigger m proportion 
than fnakes, the head being rather fmail with regai’d to their bodies, and it is pofitively 
affirmed, that they have been known to fwallow a hare whole, which, it true, muit 
be imderftood of a young one; their bite is exceedingly venomous, but it has been 
cured by medicines, and by the ferpent ftone. I have been informed that there is 
an afp in It'oly which is not deaf 5 it is poflible the Pfalniifl might mean this reptile,, 
when he made mention of the deaf adder, which refufeth to hear the voice of the 
charmer. They have an exceeding large broad Ipider, fomewhat refembhng .a finall 
crab ; the Tranks call it the Tarantula, but I believe It is not the lame which is round 
in Apulia* There is here a brown houfe lizard called a laranta, and if it walks over 
any part of the body, it caofes a very great itching, which continues for fonie time with 
much pain. I do not find that they have icorpions, which are fo common in Syiia 5 
but the locuHs, when they come, ravage the country in a mofii terrible niamier,. 
deftroy whole fields of corn where tliey alight, and eat the leaves of the mulberry trees. 
Oil which their filk depends. 

The Cypriotes are the moft Subtle and artful people in all the Levant, nor have 
they more veracity than their neighbours, fo that their words are not to be depended 
upon, as they make ufe of all means- that way to deceive. The women are little 
fuperior to their anceilors with regard to their virtue; and as they go unveiled, fo 
they expofe themfelves in a manner that in thefe parts is looked^ on as veiy indecent* 
They go every W^hitfuoday in proceflion to the fea fide, which feems to be Ibme 
remains of the heathen cuftoni of going annually in proceflion to the fea, in remembrance 
of Venus’s coming out of it, which was antiently attended with foine other circum- 
fiances. They rerain here the barbarous cuflom of the other eaftern nations of treating 
their wives as fervants ; they wait on them at table, and never fit down with them, 
unlefs ill fuch families as are civilized by much conYerfation with the Franks; for 
having been under the Greek emperors, and the Vaietians, tliey have conie^ very 
much into the European cufloms. They make ufe of chairs and tables, and lie on 
oblong fquare tables, probably to be more free from the noxious animals in the fum- 
mer, and from the damps occafioned by the great rains in the winter; they make ule of 
carriages, with two wheels, drawm by oxen. The common people here drefs much in 
the fame mauner as they do in the other iflands of the Levant; but thofe w^ho value 
tliemfeives on being fomewhat above the vulgar, drefs like the Turks, but were a red 
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cap turned up Vuh fur, which is the proper Greek di'efs, and ufed by thofe of the 
ifiands in whatever parts of the Levant they live. r ■ • 

Cyprus, on account of its fituation, and the cheapnefs of all forts of proyifions in 
the ifland, is the place where almoll all fliips touch on their voyages in thefe parts j 
and by this way a correfpondence is carried on between all the places of the Levant 
and Chriftendom; fo that fumifliing fiiips with provifions is one of the principal 
branches of the trade of this ifland, and they fometimes export corn to Chriftendom, 
though it is contrary to their laws. They fend their cottons to Holland, England, Venice, 
and Leghorn, and wool to Italy and France. They have a root of an herb called in 
Arabic Fuah, in Greek Lizare, and in Latin Rubia Timftorum, which they fend to 
Scanderoon, and by Aleppo to Diarbeck and Pertia, with which they dye red, buy it 
lerves only for cottons, for winch it is alfo ufed here; it is called by the Euglifli 
Madder, but it is doubted whether it is the Madder fo well known in Holland; they 
export a red dye for woollen fluffs, which is falfely called by the Englilh vermilion, 
though that it is known to be made of Cinnabar; whereas this is the produce of the feed 
of Alkermes, called by botanifts Ilex'coccifar ; there is a fmall hole in the feed, out of 
which there comes a very fine powder, called the powder of Alkermes, of which the 
fyrup of Alkermes is made, and the feeds afterwards ferve for dying, and both are 
exported to Venice and Marfeilles. Coloquintida is cultivated here, and efteemed 
better than that of Egypt, wliich being larger does not dry fo well; it grows like the 
calabafli. The feed is fent into England, and to Germany, being much ufed in the latter 
for embalming bodies; in Egypt they fill the fliell with milk, and let it ftand fome 
time, and take it as an emetic. They prepare a great quantity of yellow, red, and 
black Turkey leather, which they fend to Conftantinople; and they export yearly 
near a hundred thoufand pound weight of raw filk to London and Marfeilles ; lor as 
it is a hard weighty filk, it is much ufed in making gold and filver laces, and alfo for 
fewing. At Nicofia they make fine plain cotton dimities. In a word, it is a fiirprizing 
thing to fee Cyprus maintain its own people in fuch great plenty, and export fo maiiy 
things abroad, when one confiders the extent of the ifland, and that half of it at leaft is 
momitainous, and much of it near the fea lies uncultivated, by reafon of the Corfairs; 
nor is the ifland well peopled, eighty thoufand fouls being the moft that are computed 
in it; whereas hiftprians fay, than in Trajan’s time the ^vs maffacred here in one day two 
hundred and forty thoufand perfons, and fince that time they have nei-^er permitted any 
Jews to live in the ifland; fo that when this ifland was well inhabited and cultivated, the 
produce of it mu^ have been very great. 

Two thirds of the inhabitants are Chriftians, and there are twelve thoufand that pay 
the tribute as fuch, exclufive of the women and children; they are moftly Greeks j 
there are indeed near Nicofia fome few villages of Maronites, and in the city of Nicofia 
a fmall number of Armenians, who are very poor, though they have an archfaifhop, 
»nd a convent in the country; the Mahometan men very often marry with the Chriftian 
women, and keep the fafts with their wives. Many of them are thought to be not 
averfe to Chriftianity; neverthelefs the Turks are fo jealous of the power of the Chrif- 
rians here, that they will not fuffer them to buy any black flaves or others, that are 
Mahometans, which former are frequently brought to Egypt, and fold to the Turks. 
The Greeks have an archbifhop of Nicofia, and three bifliops of Larnica, Gerines, and 
Baffa ; the Greeks are every where in poffelfion of their churches, but cannot repair 
any that are ruined without a licence; they are built in the ftyle of the Syrian churches, 
but are generally covered with cupolas; they had formerly a cuftom here, as they 
have in many other parts, of hanging out flags at the weft end of their churches on 
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Sundays and holidays, and I faw fome of the ftones which had holes in tliem for that 
purpofe. There are a great number of monafteries in the ifiand; they are to be 
looked on as religious focieties, who go out to labour on the lands that belong to 
them, with their fuperior to overfee them; this is their employment all day, and half 
the night is fpent in performing their fervices: they may be alfo looked on as places 
of education, where die youth who labour by day learn to read and chant their offices at 
night: the lay fervants,who are diftinguiflied only by a cap, anfwer to the lay brothers in 
the Roman church j but they never take the vow, and may leave the convent and marry j 
in thefe refpe£ts the eaftcrn churches pretty much agree. There is no nunnery in 
Cyprus, and I faw only one of the Greek church throughout all Syria, nunneries 
being very uncommon in thefe parts, except among the Maronites of mount Libaiion. 
They take only the vow of chaftity and obedience, and every, monk generally buys 
his own cloaths, and pays his tribute to the Grand Signior out of his own purfe, which 
chiefly depends on the charity of thofe who come to the convents, either for devotion, 
retirement, or diverfion. Where a convent is well fituated, the Turks often come and 
ftay in it, and put the convent to fome expence, and never make any return; they 
alfo ferve as inns to which all people relbrt j but the Chriftians always leave fomething 
at their departure. What a monk is worth when he dies, goes to the bifliop of the 
diocefe. The priefts here are very ignorant, as moll of them are in the eaftern 
churches; and though Greek is their mother tongue, they do not fo much as under- 
ftand the antient Greek of the New Teftament,* though the modern Greek difters very 
little from it; but in Cyprus the Greek is more corrupted than in many other ifiands, 
as they have taken fome words from the Venetians whilft they were among them; it is 
notwithftanding a fweet language, but they fpeak it very fall. 

Till within thirty years paft Cyprus was governed by a pafha, but now it is under 
a more inferior officer, called a mofolem. The late Grand Signior gave this ifland as 
a dowry to his daughter, who was maried to die Grand Vizier Ibrahim Paflia, and fince 
that time the ifland has belonged to the Grand Vizier: he legally makes of it about 
feventy-five purfes a year, each purfe being about feventy pounds fterling, but then 
he has only a fhare of the harach, and of a tax called the nozoul; and I have been in¬ 
formed that the whole ifland brings in five hundred purfes a year. There are alfo 
fees for offences, and upon ^oimt of any unnatural deatli j in the latter cafe the 
village pays one purfe. The original property of all the lands is in the Grand Signior, 
who fells them to the inhabitants and their male heirs, and in default of male heirs, 
the lands revert to the Grand Signior, who difpofes of them in like manner : the tythe 
of the land, which doubtlefs belonged to the church, is granted to two forts of miiitary 
bodies; one of them are called zains, of which there are eighteen chiefe, who have 
the tythes of the lands of a certain diflridl, and are obliged to fend a number of men 
to the war; the others are called timariotes; under the name of Timars lands are 
granted all over the Turkifh empire on the fame condition: there is alfo a poll tax 
called the nozoul; it is about fix dollars a-year paid by all thofe who are not obliged 
to go to war, both Chriftians and Turks j and the Chriftians pay a tribute called the 
harach, which is univerfal over the Turkifii empire; it is from ten to fifteen dollars a 
head; there is alfo a fmall duty of twenty-two timeens or forty-four medeens a head, 
which is about three Ihiilings EngUfli,paid yearly to the village where every one is born: 
the fait and cuftoms belong to the janizaries, who are about a thoufand^; and have 
generally an aga feut to govern them once a year from Conftantinople. The Cypriotes 
having their lands at lb eafy a rate, any one would imagine that they muft live very 
happily; but the mofolem is almoft continually haraffing the Chriftians, who often leave 
von. X. 40 the 
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the ifland, and go to the coaft of Cilicia, and very frequently return again, out of that 
natural love which everyone has for his own country : many of them, notwithllanding, 
fettle in the fea port towns of Syria, which difpeoples the ifland very much, Cyprus 
is now divided into fixteen cadelifks, each having its aga or governor, and cadi or minifter 
of juftice j they conllft of fixteen towns * ; and it is probable that among them may be 
found the capitals of the fifteen kingdoms, into which, fooie fay, the ifland of Cyprus 
was at firil divided. 


A DESCRIPTION OF THE EAST, &c. 

BY RICHARD POCOCKE, LL.D. F,R.S. 

Book the Fourth. Of the Ifland of Candia* 



Chap* I. — From Alexandria in Egypt^ to Rhodes and Candia, 

/^N the fecond of July one thoufand feven hundred and thirty-nine I embarked at 
Alexandria, on board a Scotch velTel bound to Tunis, Algiers, and fome other 
places on the coafl of Africa, freighted with Moors on their return from Mecca; I was 
to be landed at Canea in Candia, if the wind w^ould permit. On the eighth we faw 
that part of the coafl of Caramania, which by the antients was called Paiiiphylia, and 
were almoft oppofite to Satalia, which w^as the antient Attalia, and was fouth of Pei^ga in 
Pamphylia, Here the apoftles Barnabas and Paul embarked for Antioch, after the per- 
fecurions they had met with at Iconiumf. In the evening we came up with the ifland 
called Caftello Rofib : this was without doubc, one of the Chelidonian iflands, which 
Strabo J mentions as oppofite to the facred promontory \?here mount Taurus was fup-i^ 
pofed to begin; and it may be that ifland which lie fays, had a road for fhips, and pro-* 
bably it is the ifland Rhoge of Pliny and the prefent name may be a corruption from 
itjas I could fee no reafon for their calling it the red ifland’, it is liigh and rocky, and about 
two miles in length. There is a town and caffcle on the higheft part of it, and the fouth 
fide of this ifland feemed to be covered with vuieym^ds; there is a fecure harbour to 
the north, and they told me that it was not above htilf a mile from the continent, and 
that they have plenty of good wafer \ it is inhabited by Greeks, and is a great refort 
for theMaltefe, as there is no flrong place to eppofe them* Proceeding on our 
Voyage I faw two fmall iflands at a confiderable diitance, which, if I miflakenot, are 
caOed Polieti, and feem to be thofe rocks which are marked in the fea chart, and in 
the map of Afia Minor. We w^ere now oppofite to Lyda; a little to the northn. 
weft of thefe iflands the river Lyinira probably falls into the fea \ near it was the city 
Myra of Lycia, to which St. Paul came in his voyage horn Caefarea to Italy, and em- 

* The names of thefe town* are Cherkes, Nkoiia, CrermeSj Morfo, Lefca, Sotea^ Baffa, Arfiaoej, 
Aitimo or Afdimj Chrufofou^ XiijRefol. Epifcopij Tarnka, Meflaria, and Carpafs. 

^ A£ls> I Strabo, xiT p* 665. J Plin. Hifl. riU* 3 , 5 . 
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'barked on board a ftip of Alexandria bound to that country Farther to the wefl 
the river X an thus falls into the fea; Patara was fituated to ihe eafl: of it, where St, Paul 
embarked on board a fiiip bound for Phoenicia, in his voyage from Miletus to Tyrefi 
On the eleventh we were oppofite to cape Sarderii; to the north of it is the bay of 
Mecari, which extends a confideuable w'ay to the eatt; they told me there were three 
or four iflaiids in this bay, which moll be very fmall, being mai’ked in the fea charts 
only as rocks* On the thirteenth we came near the eaft tmd of the ide of Rhodes, 
where there was fo great a current coming from the north-eaft between the illand and 
the continent, that the fea broke in at the cabin windows, even in calm weather* As 
the plague was at the capital town of R hodes we did not think proper to go to it, 
though the wind was contrary ; fo we faiied along to the fouth of the ifland, and came 
in light of Scarpanto but were drove back again to the ifland of Rhodes; and on the 
feventeenth, came to anchor in a bay to the weft of Lendegeand of cape Tranquillo ; 
we went afliore to water at a llream about t\s o miles to the fouth of a village calied 
La Hania* 

There is nothing in this illarfd worthy of the curiofity of a ftranger* The city of 
Rhodes was famous of old for the coioltal llatue of die fun, wdiich was caft in brais 
by Chares, of the city of Lind us, who learnt his art under the famous Lyllppus ; it was 
fevent)^ cubits high, and the ftrlde was fifty fathoms wide. This ftatue was thrown down 
by an earthquake in the year nine hundred fifty Tour; and the brals of it, which w^as 
carried by a Jew to Alexandria, is faid to have loaded nine hundred camels/ This 
ifland is alfo noted in hiftory, as having belonged to the knights of St* John of Jerufalem* 
The Rhodians were remarkably fiiithful to the Romans, and were itrong in their navy, 
the ifland producing a great quantity of timber, as it does at this time. Rgypt is fup- 
plied with a great part of its fuel from this place, and here moll of the TurkrOi men of 
waj are built by the merchants of Conftantinople, who receive a fum of money 
from the Porte, tmd ufe them in trade until there is occafioa of them for public 
fervice; they are then obliged to deliver them, and are refunded the whole expence of 
building; by this means the Grand Sigiijor has a number of fliips at command, without 
being at any confiderable expence beforehand ; and thefe large ftiips, trading to 
Alexandria, are feciire againft the corfairs, which was the chief defign of encouraging 
the building of them ; there were at that timefeven on the ftocks* They make ufe of 
oak only in the ribs, the reft being ail deal. 

The pafhalic of Rhodes is reckoned very diflionourable, and great perfons have 
often been fent to it, who were defigned for the bow firing. When I was there, adepofed 
grand vizier was on the ifland ; but as the prefent fultan^s reign has not been bloody, 
fo there are very few inftances of any great men having been put to death by him. The 
French only have a confui at this ifland, and there is a fmall convent of capuchins. 
There^ are but very few Turks except in the city, the ifland being inhabited by Greek 
Chriftians. There is a great plenty of provifions here, though it is a mountainous 
country, but it produces very little wine. We went aftiore, and taking our arms with 
us, walked to the village of La Hania, and defired the inhabitants to fell us fome pro* 
vifions, but they would give us none till their aga came to the village, whom they ex* 
pefted the next day, fo we returned on hoard the fhip. On the eighteenth I carried 
my ten^a fliore, and pitched it on a height over the ft ream. On the nineteenth two 
people from the aga came to us, with the Greeks, and told us we might buy what 
provifions we wanted* The cafe wa«, if the Greeks had furniftied us with any thing, 
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before they had leave from the aga, he would have raifed money^ on them, under a 
pretence that they had fold provifions to the Maltefe, and they rnight have forbid us 
coming afiiore. We waited on the aga, and fupplied ourfelves with whatever rhe place 
afforded. We fet fail on the twenty-third, and having cleared the weftern pomt of 
Rhodes, I law, at a confiderable diftance to the north, an illand called Caravi, which is 
probably the antient Chalcia*. We then came up with the ifiand Scarpanto, the 
antient Carpathus, from w'hich this part was called the Carpathian Sea f; it is a high 
mountainous illand, and is faid to be twenty-five miles in circumference j. I faw a 
bay on the call fide of it, very near the fouth-eaft corner, and there is anchoring ground 
in it, fo that probably one of the four cities of the illand was on this bay, which might 
be Poffidium, the only town on it mentioned by Ptolemy § ^ probably it was on the 
north fide of the bay where I faw an opening, and the fea charts make the anchoring 
place in that part. Having palled this ifland we faw Caxo to the welt of Scarpanto, 
which feems to be the ifland called by the andents Cafus. On the twenty-fixth we came 
up with the illand of Candia. 

Chap. II. — Of the IJland f Candia in general, and of the Places in fhe Way to Cama. 

CANDIA, antiently called Crete, has always been looked on as an illand of 
Europe ; the old name feems to be derived from the Curetes ||, who were the andent 
inhabitants. There are various opinions concerning thefe people, and the occafion of 
their uame^; fome fay that fix of them came to Crete from mount Ida in Phrygia, 
and that Rhea committed her fon Jupiter to their care, when flie feared that his father 
Saturn would deftroy him. 

The illand is faid by Pliny ** to be two hundred and feventy miles long, and by 
Strabo ii two hundred eighty-feven and a half. The former fays, that it no where 
exceeds fifty miles in breadth, and is five hundred and eighty-nine miles in cir¬ 
cumference. 

Crete was antiently governed by its own kings, among whom were Saturn, Jupiter, 
and Minos; the lall divided the ifland into three parts: and the Gredans, to whom it 
afterwards became fubjeS:, feem to have followed this divifion, aiid the three territories 
became republicsb It was conquered by the Romans under the conduCt of Metellus, 
who on that account had the title of Creticus; on the divifion of the empire it fell to 
the lliare of the eaftcrn inonarchs. The league between the French and Moors of 
Spain being broke, the latter feized on Crete in the year eight hundred and twenty- 
three, in the reign of the emperor Michael the Stutterer j thefe Moors built the city 
of Candia, The eaftern emperors being engaged in other wars, the ifland was given 
by them to twelve noble families, on condition that they would undertake the conquell 
of it j and accordingly in the time of Alexius Comenus, they vanquilhed the Moors, 
and the ifland was divided between them, but the fovereignty feems to have continued 
in the Greek emperors ; for it is fiiid to have been fold by them to the Venetians about 
the beginning ot the thirteenth century, and in one thouland lix hundred and fixty- 
nine the Turks made a complete conqueft of it. Minos, when he divided the ifland 
into three parts, built a city in each of them, namely, Cnoflus to the north, Gortynia 
towards the fouth, and Cydonia near the weft end. Under the Venetians it was 

* Strabo^ X* p, i|S8. Plin. Hift- and v, 36, 

^ Strabo, X. p. 489. Carpathus quae man mmen decHt CafoSj ASine oilm* PKn. Hill. v. 36; 

:J: SimbOj ibkl, § Ptol. vni. 2, [| Plin. Hifl. iv. 10, 

^ StrabOj x, 463* ^ Plin, Hilt, iv, 20. ff Strabo^ x, p*474^. 
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divided into thefe four provinces ; Sitia, Candia, Retimo, and Canea j the pafhalic of 
Candia at prefent confiits of the two fbniierj and there is a paiha over each of the 
others ; thefe are again fubdivided into certain thftrids called caftellates, probably be- 
caiife a certain extent of the country was under the government of a caftle in it; of 
thefe there are twenty, w'hich are named from their principal towns or villages *. 
Thefe four provinces feein to anfwer to counties, and the cailellates to hundreds. 
Every caftellate is governed by a cadi as to the adminiftration of juftice ; and is under 
a caftle caia, as to other affairs of collecting money, and the like; and a Chriftian 
officer called capitaneo, is appointed over every village to collect all extraordinary taxes 
or dues, that belong to the Grand Signior. 

Cape Sidero, which is the fartheft point to the north-eaft, muff be the promontory- 
which was anciently called Zephyrium; to the fouth-eail of it we faw a head of land, 
called Salamoni; this is the cape, overgainft which faint Paul failed in his voyage t& 
Italy, the wind not fuffering them to go on the weft, when they were fcarce come 
over-againft Cnidusf. Neiir this cape 1 faw a fmall ifland, which probably was the 
illand Cavalh, About fix leagues to the eaft-fouth-eaft of the cape we faw two iHands 
which I fuppofe were thofe called Chriftiana. We had calms or contrary winds for 
leveral days, and a great fea by realbn of the ftrong current, and were drove to the 
louth. The Moors were very uneafy, and often called on a favourite faint; they hupg 
bread to him on the top of the main maft, and afterwards riirew a bottle 
of oil into the fea made long prayers, and chanted a fort of litany ; when they found 
. ^ this had no effeft, they wrote fomething on a paper, and one of them went up and 
ued It to the top of the matt, whilll another threw a batket of cufeafou into the fea; 
and I could not but take particular notice of their manner of ending a difpute which 
arolebetween fome of them, who coming to high words, the chief of them on a fudden 
began one of their Mahometan lirames, on which they all joined with him ; and fo an 
end was entirely put to the rontroverfy. On the fourth of September we again ap¬ 
proached Candia, and came near the three fmall iflands of Gjadui-ogniffii, calfod 
by manners C alderom'; we faw to the north-weft a town, v/here there feemed to be a 
good road for ffiippmg and there is a large opening from it between the mountains. 
About twelve leagues forther to the weft, we were oppofite to a deep bay, in which 
are two fmall rocky ifiands, called by the Greeks Paximades, and by mariners Chabra; 
we came near tne ifland Gozo, which is about twelve leagues to the fomh-weft of 
Chabra, and eight from the ifland of Candia; eight leagues beyond it we faw a cape, 
which may be that which was anuently called Hermosa t. ^ 

The ifland of Gozo is called Gafda by the Greeks ; the fiuation of it as 

retra, Hierapetra, which ii the diocefe of ,Iera; Sitia, which w the dioede of Sitia; m Candia are 
Caoflo. and Teminos, wlnrh is the diocefe of CnoITiisj Arcadia, which is the diocefe of Arcadia; Ptliada 
which IS ihedn cefe ot Lhcrroiiefos ; and three more, called Kenourio Bonifachio, and Gonyne, which all 
thfmiir ""'ri and with the city of Candia make up ihe diocefe of G. rlynefbe oS Ve 

the metropolitan archbiihop. whole mle is metropolitan of Crete, and primate ot Eu ope There fall a 
for of independent ^ftle, called Sfacbia, m his diocefe. and the i'and of Gdzo. In the pro^ce 
Retimo, IS the caftle Milopotamo, the eall part of which is under the paftia of Candia, and the^iveft under 
pafiia of Retimo ; thts makes the diocefe of Atamo Ain-s Tl hU-xa ^ .A a * tne ^veit umJer 
diocefe of Lambi-s and Retimo, which is the dtS of 7ethimnrf™^ 

I Aaa,*xvu, j Ptol. iii. 17. 
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welt as the name, ivS a proof that it is the ifland of Clauda^ under which fiiint Paul 
failed in his voyage fo Italy 1'he road for Ihipping is to the north j it is inhabited 
by about thirty families of the country of Sfachia, who have a Greek church there j 
they have alfo a dragoman to interpret for them^ as fiiips often put in to water and 
viaual j and the Maltefe corfairs foj>ply tbemfelves there. To the weft of it there is a 

very fmall ifiand called Pulla Gafda [^Little Gafda]]. r i i 

On the ninth we came to anchor at the caftle of Suatia or Sfachia ; the Greeks, witti 
their prieft, at the head of them, met us on the ftiore when we landed^ and afkcd os 
wftat was our plcaftircT the captain told them we wanted to take in water. I found 1 
could not get mules in order to go to Canea^ which they told me was forty miles dil- 
tant; fo chat I was obliged to fend to the Englilli confol there ; I returned on board 
that night; the next day I went afliore to the prieft’s houfoj and on the eleventh the 
confiirs janizary came from Canea with horfes for me. Under Sfachia there is a fmall 
natural port defended from the fouth winds by fome rocks that are not above water, 
where little fhips niay enter and lie fecurely; the uninhabited caftle is a Venetian 
building, and over the entrance of it are the Venetian arms, and the aons of fome cf 
the governors- To the eaft of this caftle they fhewed me the foundations of a 
which, the)'fyid, was the boundai'y bemeen the territories of Sfachia and Rednn% 
To the w eft of this there is only the Caftellate of SiliiiOi The people of this pait of 
Candia are llout men, and drive a great coafting trade round the illand in finail boats, 
by carrying wood, corn, and other merchandizes. On the twelfth we fet out for 
(^anea, and entered into a very curious paffage betw^een the mountains called Ebres 
Fitrange j it is from five to thirty paces broad, having high perpendicular rocks on each 
lide, out of which there grows, all the way up, a great variety of iincomniDn plants, 
and fome ihrubs and trees, as cyprefs, fig, and ever-green oak; this paifage is about 
fix miles long, the firft part of it is a good road ; but totvards the further end there are 
many difficult afeents up the rock, which are fo narrow in fome places that we were 
frequently obliged to unload the horfes. Coming into the open country, we paffed by 
t)ie houfe of the aga of the territory of Sfachia, who invited us to go in, but we pur- 
fued our journey; we faw here fix or feven Greeks with a heavy chain about their 
necks, a punifliment inflicted on them for not paying a tax of about the value of half a 
crown, demanded on their guns, though they affirmed that they had none. We went 
to a village called Profnero, were kindly received by the prieft, and the next day ar* 
;rived at Canea, where I took up my abode at the houfe of the Englilh confuL 

Chap, IIL — Of Caneay Dyctmnnumj Cyfamus^ Apter^ci, and Cydonia* 

THE city of Canea, capital of the weftern province of Candia, is fituated at the eaft 
corner of a bay about fifteen miles wide, which is between cape Melecca, antiently 
called 'Ciamum to the eaft, and cape Spada, the old promontory Pfacum to the weft; it 
has been eommonty thought to be on the fpot of the antient Cydonia, but the chief 
reafon is, becaufe the biffiop of Canea is called in Greek the biffiop of Cydonia, 
About the middle of the north-flde of the towm there is an old caftle wdthin the fortifi¬ 
cations, which is about half a mile in circumference ; this poffibly might be called in 
Turkifli a chane, or public place for ftrangers, and from this the name of Canea might 
be derived; the city is of an oblong figure, about two miles in compafs, fortified 
towards the land after the modern way by the Venetians, with four baltions, and a 


* Afls, xxm its. 
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ravelin at the north-eaft corner; on the north-fide of the town is the port, well 
defended by a wall, built on the north-fide on the rocks ; there is a light-houfe at the 
end of it, and a caftle in the middle, wliich ferves as a ciftern ; the entrance to the 
harbour is narrow, and there is a very fine arfenal for laying up gailies, which-was 
built by the Venetians. This city was taken by the Turks under the coiidua of Iflbuf 
captain paflia, in one thoufand fix'hundred and torty-fix, after a brave defence for fifty- 
feven days. It is a neat town, the buildmgs being almoft all Venetian ; raoft of the 
mofques'are old churches, of which, together with the chapels, there were twenty-five; 
one particularly belonged to a large convent of Francifcans, and that on an advanced 
ground within the caftle feeins to have been the cathechal called faint Mary s. ^ All the 
Turks who are inhabitants of the city, belong to one or other of tlie bodies of the 
foldiery, and thofe' fit to bear arms are about three thoufand ; there are threo 
hundred Greek families in the town, and only four or five Armenians, and about 
fifty families of Jews. The palha of the province of Canea refides here, who is the- 
head of the famous family of the Cuperlis, whofe grandfather took the city of Candia ; 
this paflia is the general that retook Niffa ; and fome fay, that the caufeof his difgrace 
was his cutting oft'fo many Greek villages in the neighbourhood of that city, by which 
the lands were left uncultivated; but that he alledged in his defence, that he aaed 
according to his orders. The people of this city are very much inclined to arms, 
and had fitted out this fummer two galliots, each maimed with Cxty perfons, to 
cruife for Neapolitans, or any other enemies ; they were attacked, as they lay, by the 
Venetians; one of them was taken, and all the men cut to pieces ; it is thought that 
the Venetians meeting them beyond a certain place, which by a late treaty of peace 
between the Ottoman Port and that Rspublick, they ought not to have paffed, was. 
thereafon of their falling on them ; however, it caufed a tumult in Canea, particularly 
againft the French, who had given them certificates of their being Caneotes; fo that 
many of that nation fled to Retinio ; fome took flielter in the Englilh conful’s houfe,. 
and none of them dared to appear for fome time. The confuls general, both of the 
j^nglifli and French refide here, though the latter have a conful both at Candia and 
Reiimo, but the Englifli have only a droggerman at thofe places, who does the office of 
a conful. The Englilh having Very little trade this way, the coidUrs is the only 
Englilh houfe on the ifland, but the French merchants are numerous; the chief trade 
confifts in fending oil of olives to France, to make foap, and for working their doths; 
they export alfo a ftnall quantity of filk, wax and honey, into the Archipelago, and 
wine to all parts of the Levant, which is very ftrong and cheap ; it is fent mqftly from 
the city of Candia; the common fort is red; but about Retimo they make a fine 
Mulcadine -wine ; they export raifins, figs, and almonds to many parts; Englilh fliips 
fometinies carry oil from Candia, both to Hamburg and to London. The capuchins of 
the miffion have a fmall convent here, and are chaplains to the French nation 

Qn 

* Towards the foutli-iide of the wettern part of the ifland, there Is a chain of Iuj^h mountains, which, 
from their appeaifnjj white^ efpecialty at the w^ell-end, were called by the autienlis Leiici. Strabo fiya 
they extended in Icnglli thirty-feven miles and a half; the northern part of tlxefe mountains are caHed 
and the fouth parts are called the mountains of Sfachia. From thefe rnC 4 irxtam& two lower ridges 
ofhitla extend to the nurtli, which, make two points., one called Cape Spado, the old promontory Ffacum; 
the others which make Cape Buzo, aie called the mountains of Grabuzd, and formerly waj called the 
prorrvontory of Coryeus^ Tliefe heads of land are about two leagues apart;; the former feems to be that 
part of the white mountains^ which were called Ditfynnaeus j and the great mountains running eafl 
and weft might be diltiuguided by the name of Cadiftu^; for fo the antients divided thefe mountains 
called Lcuci, To the north of thefn mountains there are many rocky hills that cannot be cnltivan d, 
wbickfort of iul!s the Greeks call by a general name Madara, which 13 the reafgn why a certain traveller 
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On the third of September I fet out with the Englifli conful and the bifhop of 
Chifanio, to fee the weftern parts of the ifland* Half a mile to the weft of Canea I 
faw a fmall flat illand, about half a mile in circumference, called Lazaretto, m hich is the 
place where they ufually performed quarantine in the time of the Venetians ; but now 
all the buildings are deftroyed, and the ifland is defolate; about the middle, between 
the two points, and about half a mile from the land, is the high ifland of faint Theodoro, 
fo called from a chapel which was formerly on it, dedicated to that faint; it is half a mile 
long, and about a furlong broad. The Venetians had a fmall caftle there, which the 
Turks battered from a high ground on the ifland of Candia, where there are ftill fome 
remains of the works which they raifed; this place is now uninhabited, Oppofite 
to this ifland the river Platania falls into the fea, fo called from the great number of 
plane-trees which grow about it; they are very high, and make a moft beautiful grove; 
vines are planted at the bottom of them, which twine about the trees, and are left to 
grow naturally without pruning ; and being backward, by reafon of the ftiady fitoation, 
/ do not ripen till the vintage is paft ; they hang on the trees till Chriftmas, and bring in a 
very confiderable revenue. We flopped a while at this delighful place, and then travelled 
about two hours and a half to the bed of a winter torrent, which, 1 fuppofe, is that 
called Tauroniti in Homan’s map j it is the bounds between the Cafteliate of Canea 
and Chifamo, We came to the weftern corner of the bay of Canea, and crolTed the 
bed of a winter torrent called Speleion, and went two miles northwards to a very 
pleafant village of that name, which is fo called from a large grotto in that part. We 
here went to the houfe of the bifliop of Chifamo’s brother ; from this place we made 
excurfions to fee the antiquities, and whatever is carious in this part of the ifland. At 
the fouth-weft corner of the bay of Canea there is a convent called Gcnia, regularly 
built after the Venetian manner, but has only a ground floor; they have a very hand- 
fome refeftory, and a neat church in the middle of the court; the convent holds 
feveral lands of the Grand Signior, paying him the feventh part according to cuftom j 
there are ten priefls, and fifty caloyers, or lay brothers, belonging to it; over it, on the 
fide of the hili, is the old convent, which confifts only of a fmall church and four or 
five rooms; but it is a delightful place on account of its profpeft, and the ftreams of 
water that run down the hill through the gardens. * 

On the eaft-fide of cape Spada before mentioned, towards the north-end, there is a 
very fmall bay, which is only large enough to receive great boats; there are ruins of a 
fmall town about it, which they call Magnes and Magnia after the Italian pronunciation* 
This muft be Diiiamiium, or Diftyrma of Ptolemy, which he places in the fame degree 
of latitude as the promontory Pfacum. It is probable that this place was fo called 
from the nymph Diftynna, and poffibly it was the fcene of her hiftory ; the mountains 
that make this cape, and ftretch away fouthwards to the hills called Omala, had the 
name of mount Diftynnasus ; it is faid that this nymph, who was alfo called Britomartis, 
invented hunting nets, and was the companion of Diana; that Minos being in love with 
her, {he threw herfelf off from the rocks to avoid him, or, as Callimachus fays flie 

fays the monmains called Lead are the mouritains now called Madam. On the top of the mountains of 
Omala there is a round ifailey, funk in, like the hafon of a lake, atid is called Omala, without doubt from 
the Greek word, whic^’ plaiu, and from this the mountains muft alfo have had their namej this 

probably is what in Hr man s map is called Lago Omalo j for in winter the water makes little pouds in 
feveral hollowfl of the plain which is a paftiirage for ihecp; and the people fay that a certain herb 
growi there out ol which they affirm that gold may be extraaed, and that the ffieep feeding on it, that 
precious meul gives a yellow luftre to their teeth, as it is fai-d a certain plant does in the Tirol The north 
part confflU of many plea ant narrow vales between thofehilbi 
^ StrabOj x.pi 47J* 
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tlirew herfelf into the filhing netsf AixTua^, from which flie was called Diflynna; though 
it is a more probable account that this name was derived from her invention of hunting 
nets. They have a tradition of fomething of this nature, but they tell it wnth this 
difl'erence, that being wooed by a great perfon, in order to avoid his folicitations, flie 
confented, on condition that he would take her away in a chariot j that for this pur- 
pofe he made a paved way, of which there are ftill fome remains, but that fhe fled 
away in a boat with another perfon, on whom flie had before fet her afl’eftions ; they 
fay fhe was called Magnia, and that from her the city received its name. The antient 
remains of this place are chiefly on a fmall height over the weft end of the bay, and on 
each fide of two rivulets, which meet juft before they fall into the fea; moft of them 
are roughly built of the grey marble of the mountains which are on each fide; one 
building refembles a church, and has fome antient brick work about it. On a height 
to the fouth of the bay, there are fome pieces of grey marble columns, and four oblong 
fquare ciftems funk into the ground and contiguous, as if they had been under fome 
great building. I obferved that in the middle they were funk lower, like fquare wells, 
and lined with brick, with a defign, I fuppofe, to receive a greater quantity of water j 
and below thefe on the fide of the hill towards the town, there are remains in fome of 
the walls of earthern pipes, by which one may fuppofe the water was conveyed down 
from the ciftern, the torrents below being dry in fummer. Among thefe ruins, which 
were probably an antient temple, I faw a fine pedeftal of grey marble three feet fquare ; 
it had a feftoon on each fide, and againft the middle of each feftoon there was a relief 
xjfPan ftanding, the whole was finely executed; it is probable that this was either an 
altar, or the pedeftal of a ftatue erefted to that deity in this temple, which probably was 
^iedicated to the nymph Diflynna; Strabo * mentions the Dictyimean temple in thk 
place. Some years ago they found a ftatue here of white alabafter, but having a notion 
that filch pieces of antiquity contain gold in them, the fifliermen broke it to pieces; 'I 
brought away afoot of it, which fliews very diftinftly all the parts of the antient fandal. 

We went on weftward from this place, and came to the river Nopeia on the weft 
fide of the hills which make this cape; it falls into the fea at the corner of the bay ; 
over this river on an advanced rock, there are ruins of a houfe and chapel called Nopeia j 
about them are the remains of a ftrong-built wall five feet thick, as if it had been 
part of a fortified caftle. 

Near the weft corner of the bay was the port and town of Cyfamus, now called 
Chifamo j it was the port of the antient city Aptera, which is about five miles diftant 
to the fouth-fouth-eaft; the port was a fmall bafon within the land, which is now 
almoft filled up; it was defended from the north winds by a pier made of large loofe 
ftones, not laid in^any order. Along the Ihore, to the weft of the port of Chyfamo, there 
are foundations of fome confiderable buildings, which might be warehoufes; a fmall 
rivulet runs into the fea at this port; and eaft of it the antient Cyfamus feems to have 
flood ; a city of no fmall extent, as one may judge by feveral heaps of ruins about the 
fields; but there are no figns of the walls of the city; it is a bifiiop’s fee, though 
there are no remains or tradition of any cathedra! here. The Turks who inhabit the 
place live in a caftle, and in a fmall village or town walled round adjoining to it, botlt 
winch together are not above half a mile in circumference; as they are fo near the fea, 
they would not be fecure from the Corfairs without this defence. At the end of Cape 
Buzo there is a fmall uninhabited ifland, now called Grabufa Agria' [Wild GrabufaJ 
and by Strabo Cimarus. Cape Buzo, is the old promontory of Corycus ; it i? made 

• Slralro I. p, 4^11,. 
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T?y the mountairtB now calied Grabufe; the ifland appears as if it was the end of the 
cape. A little to the weft of the cape is the iiland and fortrefs of Grabufa; it is a 
modern fortification, built by the Venetians, and was betrayed to the Turks by fome 
officers in it, in one thoufand fix hundred and ninety-one, which was about a year 
before the defcent of Mocenigo on this ifland. It is now a ganifon of about a thoufand 
Turks, M^ho were fuch bad neighbours that the whole promontory is now uninhabitedt 
Ptolemy mentions the city of Corcyi us here, of which I could not learn that there are 
any remains, there being only a fmall ruined convent of Sr. George, and two churches 
on this promontory 1 faw from a height the high ifland Siniglufe pr Cenaotto, which 
is the old ^gilia, and I was told that there is another between it and Candia called 
Pondelonis* 

I travelled through the inland part of the ifland as well as by the fea fide \ it 
'appears from Peutinger^s tables, that there was a road along the middle of the ifland 
which led to Gortynia, and going northwards to Cnoffus, came to the fea at Crefoneflb,, 
and then went eaft fouth eaft to Hiera. 

Aptej a was about five miles from the port of Chifamo ; it w^as fituated on a high 
hill in a mountainous country, and Is called (as all ruined cities are in this iiland) 
Paliocaftro, The walls of the city and caftle are feveii feet tliick, and it niuft have 
been a place of very great ftrength j it is faid to have been built by Apteras king of 
Crete, and was ten miles from Cydonia, I procured liere a very ancient bas relief, 
it is one foot nine inches long, and thirteen inches wide \ the largeft figures are eleven 
inches long 5 it feems to be a fepulchral monument, and fliews fomething of the antient 
drefs. The famous trial of mufick between the Mufes and the Syrens, in which the 
latter were vanquiflied, and loft their wings, is faid to have been in a field at the foot 
of this hill f. 

Another hiland town was Artacina, which might have been at a place now called* 
Rocca, though Ptolemy places it more to the fouth ; it is a fmall high rocky hill, on 
the top of which are the remains of fome buildings; there are about three or four 
rooms, which the people fay belonged to the antient Greeks, and they have fome fables 
relating to it of a giant whom they call lenes. At this and the neighbouring moun¬ 
tains there are churches in grots dedicated to that St. Anthony, who was the founder 
of the rnonafiic life. ^ To the weft of this place there is a river called Tiphlos&; and I 
fuppofe it might derive its name front fome place near the rife of it; for among the 

other places meationed by Ptolemy, at the well end of Crete, are Phalarna, the PhalaCiFae of 
Phaiafarna of Strabo, which might be at S. Ghirglaaitn Homan’s map^ where he makes a little 
bay iheltered by a^mck; the next place is Rhamnus port, which Ptolemy places ten milea farther fouth, 
and might of at the mouth of HomauS rirerSfinari j if in Ptolemy the degree of 34* 36. be correiled to 
34. 1^. th^ Cherfonefus may be fuppofed to have been fourtniies farther to the fouth, and agrees with the 
Muation of Keronifi, which is on a point of land fetting out into the fea ; and doubtlefs this fituatioii was 
the reafon of its antient name, I could not hear of any ruins there, but find it was a bifiiop’s fee, by an 
account I hare by tne of the antient bifliopncks of this ifland, which be^nning from theeall, Clierfoueufis 
T8 motioned as thelafl, and coufequently the mofi: weftern diocefe. Accordin g to the above emendation, 
Inaclionus was nxteen miles fouth of this, probably in the bay which is made by cape Crio, the flJ pro¬ 
montory Crumetopon, which Ptolemy puts down ten miles farther fouth. As I could get no other informa¬ 
tions concerning ihefe places, fol went no farther that way, Strabo obferves, that the ifland was tvveiuy- 
live miles broad at the weft end, and Ptolemy makes it thirty, 

f Poly rrhenia was another inland city five miles more fouth than Aptera, and according to Ptolemy 
^rty mmutee of longitude more to the wed, which feems too much ; it was feveu miles and a half from 
Phalalama, atid tour miles and three quarters from the weftern fea, as I fuppofe it mull be meant; fo that 
probably RiMUmus was its port j the Polyrrbenii were to the weft of the Cydoniata:; they had in therr city 
a temple to Diciynna; at fiift they lived in villages, but when fome Achfeaneand LacedEEmouiani came to 
live with thQin> they fortified a place of ftrong fituation^ which was calied Poly rrhenia. Strabo, p. 479. 
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b'lfiloprics one is called Tephilienfis. About a league to the north eall of Rocca is a 
village called Epifcope, where there is a church Rill entire, and the bifliop of Chifamo 
thinks that it is Ws cathedral; it is a round building, covered with a dome, and it 
about twenty feet in diameter; it is paved with Mofaic, and dedicated to St. Michael the 
archangel. At the eaR end are the remains of the biRiop’s throne, and in the portico 
there is a very particular vafe, which probably ferved for a font; at each end there is 
a feat, in which, they fay, the bilhop and priefl fat when the biRiop performed the 
ceremony of waflung the feet of the priefls *. In my return, going along by the river 
Platama to the north eaR, I came to a pleafant village called Kirtoinado, which is 
amongR the hills of Omalo. 

About five miles to the fouth fouth weR of Canea, there is a hill among the mountains, 
on which there are fome ruins ; I conjefture that this hill is mount Tity'rus, on which, 
according to Strabo the city of Cydonia feems to have been fituated J ; the hill on 
which it Rood is bounded by a deep valley to the eaR, the higheR part is direflily over 
this valley extending from eaR to weR, and is fo narrow, that in moR ptirts there is 
only room for the wall with its turrets, which ends to the eafl at a precipice, and to 
the weR is carried down the Reep hill, fo as to hinder any paffage into the town on the 
fouth fide; in one part there is a room, which is twelve feet broad within, and thirty 
feet long, and poflibly might ferve as a tower of defence; at the weR end of it there is 
a hole dotvn to a ciRern, which is hollowed into the rock. The defcent on the north 
fide is formed^ in terraces, and there are feveral level fpots on which the city feems to 
have been built, and I faw figns of the tool about the rocks ; the north and eaR fides 
of the hill are inacceffible precipices. The weft fide, on which there is the eafieft afcent, 
■was defended by the caftle, which is about a quarter of a mile in circumference, and is 
built with fquare turrets ; it is not very much to be wondered at that no other ruins 
Ihould be feen here, as they would, without doubt, carry the ftones fi-om this place 
to build the city of Canea, which is but five miles diftant, whereas the quarries are 
ten miles from that city. Near this place, about four miles from Canea, there is a 
fine ruinous Venetian houfe, which belonged to the family of Viari; it is on the fide of 
a hill, and delightfully fituated both on account of the water and profpea; a large 
ftream flows out of the rock in a grotto near this place, and is conveyed by an aqucdutl 
©n the ground^ to Canea. A little nearer the town is the convent called the Little 
Trinity belonging to mount Sinai, which is the Englifh burial place. Having vifited 
all thefe places I returned to Canea. 


* This church being among the hills, which they call Madara, made me conjeaure that the Wnionric 
called Matrehenfis might be here, the dlocefe of which might be to the weft of Tephilienfis. this beiuff 
mentioned as the laft to the weft, except two. and the other thelaft but one ; and the di'oeefe called Cher- 
fonenfis might he fouth of 1 ephihenGs, confifting of the caBellate of Silino ; and thefe three make up th. 

prefent diocele of Chifamo. ^ 

Another inland town is Lappa, nine miles from Clfamoi in the Tables, and according to Ptolemy, nine 
miles more to the north than Artacina, if the Tables are right, though Ptolemy is miltaken in the longi- 
tude ; this might be either about Spelea, to the fouth of Gonin convent, or it might be 011 the river Pla¬ 
tama, though that is rather too far from Chifamo. f Strabo, X p.479. 

^ It may be interpreted that mount Tityrus is a hill of the territory of Cydonia ; there was on this hill 
a temple to DiCtynna; for Strabo adds Cydonia is fituated towards the fea ten miles from Aptera, and 
live horn the lea, and indeed 111 a ftrait line they are not above ten miles diftant; but Ptolemy^who is fo 
exaa a. to place Aptera among the inland towns, which is not fo for from the fea, places Cydonia among 
the maritinrie places of Crete to the north; bnt one may rather foppofe him to be miftahen than Strabo, 
who gives fo particular a defcription of this place, and of all others in the ifland. If this place not 
Lydoma. it would agree bell with the Ciuaiion of Lappa ; I rather foppofe it to be Cydonia, as there are 
-no ligni of antnputy about Canea, and what remains here lliews it to be no inconfiderable place. 
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Chap. IV. —(y Goriynitiy and fame other places tcmards the fouth part (f the sfland, 

ON the feveuteenth of Auguft I fet out from Canea with defign to make a tour 
round the IHand, having the conful’s janizary and a candiote with me *. We went 
by Paliocaftro to the middle parts of the illand, came into the province of Retimo, 
and lay the firft night at Armiro in a kane, where there is a callie garrifoned by jani¬ 
zaries, who are under a Zidar; the defign of them is to be a defence againll the 
Corliiirs, though the place is at a confiderable diftance from the fea; beyond the 
caftle there are two fprings of ill tailed fait water. On the eighteenth we went to a. 
villagc called Aios Conftandnos, and a mile further to Ruflico; we wer::; on to the 
villages of Spele, where there is a confiderable river, which I fuppofe to be the river 
Mafalia of Ptolemy. We continued on between the mountains in very bad ftony 
roads, and came at night to a village and rivulet called Creobrifi j^The Cold Poun- 
tain] ; this and fome other ftreams empty themfelves imo the fea at an opening be¬ 
tween die mountains, and, I fuppofe, make that river, which Homan diftinguilhes 
only by the name of Potamos; probably Pfychium of Ptolemy was fituated cither 
here or at the next river Vifari or Platis, lour miles to the eaft, called by Homan, Ga- 
Hgni; this place was fifteen minutes to the eafl; of the river Mafalia. About three 
milee beyond the river Vifari we palTed the mountains, and came into a fine plain ; the 
mountain on the north is called Kedrose, and is the antient Kcntros ; but on the fouth, 
next to this plain, It is called Mount Melabis. To the north of mount Kedros^ is the 
famous mount Ida, in the middle and broadefi; part of the ifiand, which is from Me- 
iabis to the mountains of Strongyle, that make cape Saffofo of Homan, and was the 
old promontory Dion between Candia and Retimo. This plain, which is about two 
leagues wide, ftretches from the fouth weft to the north eaft for feveral miles to the 
mountains of Seethe, or Sitia, the antient mount Diifre; and at the fouth end of it 
there is a large bay, in which there are two high rocky iflands already mentioned, which 
are divided from one another by a very narrow paffage, atid both together extend for 
about twoTiiiles, and are a furlong broad; .they are called Cabra by mariners, and by 
the Greeks Paximades: the larger probably is Letoa of Ptolemy, which might have 
its name from the river Lethseus that falls in here f. 

* There runs a confiderable ftream on the wefl: fide of the vale of Spele; k is called Mega Potaiho, 
which 1 take to he the river Mafalia of Ptolemy, fifteen minutes to the eaft of Pheenixj which* corredting; 
the longitude of Phoenix port to 53, 15, was five minutes to the eaft of that port* which, on this emenda* 
tion, being in the fame longitude as the promontory Hermea, miglit be a port at the cape which is to the 
welt of the caftle of Sfachia* if not that very port itfelf* Strabo alfo mentions Phoenix Lampeo, a place 
on this fea, on what he calls the Ifthmus, or neck of land, twelve miles and a half broad. The place at 
this ifthmus, on the northern fea, was a village called Amphalia, which mu ft have been at the aline ft 
on the bay of Suda, where,!from mount Ida, I obferved the ifiand was very narrow. This is the Phenice in 
xsvh. 12, where fome would have wintered^ when the fliip in which St, Paul was embarked loofed 
from the Fair havens. 

The next place mentioned to the eaft is Phtecilafium, about fifteen miles from the promontory Hermea, 
which mighL be Ponta Placain Homan^s map ; and to the eaft of it, I find, he puts Fenichia ; Pluecila^ 
filun probably was at the river Pomella in Homan’s map, asTarba might be at the river Koglia, being 
indeed placed only about four miles to the weft of it, Dewit's map hai a place called Tarba, but he puts 
it on the weft fide of the ifland, Liffiis, the firft place mentioned by Ptolemy on the fouth coaft, fixtecn 
miles {from Tarba, and four from Criumetopon* might be at the river Staurumena, much about where the 
caftle Selina is, Lifo is placed in the Tables in fuch a fttuation, probably by fome miftake, that it docs 
not agree with this place ; but in Dcwit’ft map the plains of Lifa are put in tins part of the ifiand. 

f Homan places caftle Sfachia at a great diftauce from thefe ifiands, though ft ia not above feven leagHCft 
to the w^eft of them ; he likewife places Gozo very wrong, at the diftance of two degrees of longitude to 
the weft, though it is but twelve leagues weft fouth weft of it* DewiPs map is the beft with regard to the 
Ituatfon of the iilands fouth of Candia. 
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In the plain before mentioned, about ten miles from the fea, the famous city of 
Gortynia was iituated. At the hrll entering into this plain near the lea, on the nine¬ 
teenth, we croffed over the bed of a winter torrent, called by the natives Climatiano, 
by Homan Tartara; here we entered into the province of Candia, and the caftellate of 
Kenurio. Along the middle of this plain, or rather on the fouth-eafl: fide runs the river 
called Jeropotanio [rii/>i);roT«f<.(»], or the old river, as they explain it, according to the 
modern pronunciation; it runs to the eaft of the antlent Gortynia, which might extend 
to it, though the prmcipal ruins are above a mile to the well. One would imagine this 
to be the river which Strabo fays runs all along the .city, or through it*. We went 
to Xribachi in the middle of the plain, where I law the extraordinary ceremony of a 
Greek marriage : we crofled the plain near the fea, and came to a very fmall bay, or 
creek, to the weft of the land that makes the great bay: this creek is the old harbour 
Idetallum, or Metalia, now called Metala, which was one of the ports of Gortynia, and' 
was fixteen miles and a quarter from it: the bay is a furlong broad; there ai-e-two hills 
over it on each fide j that to the eaft has fome ruins on it, particularly of a wall, which 
feems to have encompafied it, and diere is a watch tower ; they now call this Gaftra 
M^atala, and Caftro Hellenico £the Greek cityj; there are feveral large rooms cut into 
the rock on the weft fide of the quay, as if defigned for warehoufes; and at one 
corner there is a chapel partly built, aJid partly under the rock, which is called 
St. Mary s of IVfatala j a caloyer lives there, who belongs to a convent near. On the 
other fide the rock is cut out into fepulchral grots in fix or feven ftories, moll of them 
conliftof two rooms, one within the other, and a fmaller room on each fide of' 
the inner one, in all which there are feraicircular niches, which feem to have 
been defigned for depofiting the dead, and I faw the bottoms of fome of them hol¬ 
lowed m like graves, and a ftone laid over them. In fearching after Lebena f fhrther 
to the weft, I found out a place which I thought to be of greater confequence, becaule 
mentioned in holy feripture, and alfo honoured by the prefence of St.JPaul, that is the 
Fair Havens, near unto the city of Lafea; for there is another fmall bay about two 
leagues eaft of Matala, which is now called by die Greeks, The. Good or Fair Havens, 
xxXus] ; it is about three miles to the foiith of a large convent called Panaia 
Egetria, but there are no ruins nor marks of any thing ancient therej however, they have 

* Ptolemy places the river Lcthsus to the weft of feveral places,, that were farther to the wett than 
^ortyma, and the mouth of it thirty-five minutes weft of that city. It is true that a fmall ftream called 
Metropohanos runs through the village Metropoli, which is one part of the fite of Gortynia, and might 
alfo be called Lelhmus, it Ms into the river called Jeropatamos: but it is more probable, that this river 
l.etb!Kus 18 raifplaceU in Ptolemy, than that Strabo ftiould mention the name of fo fmall a rivulet and 
not take any notice of the great liver which runs through the plain, and-was very near Gortynia, if that 
City did i;iot extend to it, ^ 

^ I by Ptolemy to fearch for Lebena, the other port of Gortynia fiirther to the 

eaft j forMetalia^bemg to the fouth-foutlueaft of Gortynia and fifteen miles and a quarter from it, and 
Gortyma bemg but eleven miles and a quarter from the fea, and from Lebena, according to Strabo Lebena 
could not be farther eaft, but muft have been where the fea approaches neareft to Gortynia, confequeiilly 
fomewhere in the bay at which the plain ends, and probably at the mouth of the old riier : they told me 
there was formerly a town about a caftle near it, which they now call. Mourielia. The Tables alfo place 
Lebena twelvc m. es from Gortynia, which confirms Strabo's authority, who was well acquainted with - 
Crete, I {hould have tho_ught tliat Leon promontory, which I^tolemy places in t!ie fame longitude as 
Lebena, was the point at Matala, and that both might be well correded to 55. 30; and the river Le- 
^ f* “ may be correded in this manner, as to the order 

rivi el “F fV H M promoniory 54.10; Metalia s4.*o ; Cataroaus 

™rnt which probably is be nver Luzuro in Homan; but if that geographer has roafon for calling a 

we r ^ ‘'T thatfeems to be the point, which in faiUng by it 

we 00k to be four or five ieagiws to the weft of what I found-afterwards to be Matala; then Leon pro¬ 
montory be put after Matalia, with the longitude which Ptohmy gives it nine minutes weft of 
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a tradition that Saint Paul failed from that place^ and though there Is a tradition 
that Saint Pant was about Hierapetra, yet I-fhould imagine that this has more 
the appearance of truth, efpedally as the Tables place Lifia, which muft be Lafea, 
fixteeii miles from Gortynia, which probably was to the nortli of the Fair Havens, and 
north noxth-eall: of Bdatula From Matala we travelled to the nortli-eall to a fmall 

village, 

* T do not find that Lifia is mentioned "by any authors under ibis name ; but Strabo Jpeaks of Prafus 
as near the Lebeniij and as twenty two miles from Gortynia 5 fo that it is very probable that PrafuB and 
I'^fea were the fame city, where there waA a temple to Jnpiter Didt^us ; for Phseltus was deftroyed about 
this time, -which moil have been near Lebcna^ five miles to the north-wefl: of MetaJlnm, and feveii miles 
and a half to the fouth*eaft of Gortynia* the rival dty that deftroyed it, and two miles and a half from 
the iea, and does not fo well agree with thediftance of Lifia in the Tables, though indeed Strabo fays, 
that the Hierapytnii had dellroyed Prafus* The poet Epimenidcs was a native of Pliasfius, who gave that 
charader of the Cretans, which is quoted by St. Paul. The nest place mentioned by Ptolemy, after the 
river CataraSus, is Inatiis, about ten miles more to rhe eafi;, which might be at the river Coudre, where 
Homan has a place called Litina. The Tables place Inato thirty-two miles from Hieraj -which was an in¬ 
land town, and gives title to a bifhop, who relides at Hierapetra, and probably it was where Epifeopi is 
placed in the map j ten miles more eaftward is Hieronoros, and about five miles call of it Hicrapetra, and 
five further the promontory Erythrasum^ About the point which X took to be this promontory a town 
was feen, which we judged to be liierapetra, there being a large opening between the momitaius to the 
north of it; this y^pe is five miles weft of Hierapetra. To the fouth-eaft of that city we failed by the 
ifiands Gaidurognifia, called by mariners Caldcroni; they are two leagues fi-om the iand^ the larger is about 
two miles long; half a furlong eaft of it is the other, about half a mile in circumference ; aiid two leagues 
to the eaft there is a point called by Homan Santi Ponla, which we judged to be eight leagues to the eaft 
of the laft point, wdiich Homan calls Leonda, and tnuft be Ptolemy^s promontory Erythi^s&uin, which be 
places five miles eaft of Hierapetra, which is the fame as Hiei^pyttia, and is called alfo by Ptolemy Hie- 
rapolis* Ptolemy mentions only two more places on the fouth of Crete, the firft is Ampelus, ten miles 
call of cape Brythneum : this I take to be a little to the eaft of the ifland Chriftiana, where we faw a 
port, and judged there vvas a town, or village, opening to the weft of a fmall point, which is what Homan 
calls cape btomachri Gialloi We had a plain view or the three iflands of Chriftiana, the largeft is about a 
league in cjitent every way 5 to the fouth of it are two very fmall ones* The latt place im the fouth is 
the city Itauus, ten minutes more to the eaft, and only ten to the weft of Samonium promontory, now 
called cape Salomone. HoTnaii, who doubtlefs mtift have had his inftrudtions from fome Venetian charts, 
feems to have laid down thefe places very esadlly as to their diftances, though as to the bearing of the 
inand, he ihapes it in fuch a manner here that thefe places are rather to the eaft, than to the fouth fide of 
Candia; he puts the rocks or ifles Cavallus and Farioni to the weft of cape Xacro, and placing the river 
the nortli-caft of it, he calls it the promontory of Itanum, and a little beyond It to the north- 
eaft he puts down Palio Caftro, or the old city, where doubtlefs there are ruins of the antient city Inatus- 
it cape Salomone were brought out further eaft, as it ought to be, Homan’s map would agree very well 
^ ^ end of Crete, He puts the port and cave Miuoa eleven miles Louth^ and thirty minutes 

weit of the cape, which probably was at Porto Sebigma, and if that bay fet in a little more to the fouth, 
the lalitude womd agree better. He places Camara ten minutes more to the weft, and five minutes 
jurther north ; 1 mould have juclined to have fixed it to point Tracbila, if there were not a faliocaftro in 
t e l^y to^ the north-vveft of it, which bay might be five miles more north than that in which Minna is i 
for the of an antient city there, arc a great argument in favour of this fituation ; we may ruppofe it 
■was in the iouth comer of the bay, and that OIus was between it audCherfonefus, which is in the middle 
^ Homan makes a peniidula there; and the longitude and latitude of Olus ought to be 

correc e thus, 55 j, 20 The laft place to the eaft promontory Zephyriuum is plainly cape Sidero. 

trabo a)S, that from Minoa of the Lychi to Hierapytna, from one fea to the other, it was only feven 
mice and a hall i this Minoa mu ft have been another place of that name, at the bottom of the gulf of 
na e o. Un the north part of Crete Ptolemy’s longitudes are fo falfe, that they arc not to,be regarded, 
^ but one degree and fifteen minutes of longitude from the promontory Zephyrinum to 

ifland, and it is computed to be fixty miles only from Retimo 
o an la, t oug , doubtlefs, the miles are very ihort. The account of Ptolemy alfo feems to be imper- 
feet ; tor the hrft place he mentions is Heraclea, which was the port of CiiofTus, to the eaft of which was 
er ^e ^ port of Lydlus ; which was fixtecn miles from Cnoftiia, and a now called Cherronefo ; it 
IS a^ 1 op s ee, w lere there are fome ruins, atid here was a temple to Eritomartisj or Hidlynna* The 
Tables make It fifteen mi es to Lidum, probably Liaus ; but if a place called Toxida, where there are 
rums, our mi cs to t c eaft of Candia, be Ijidtus, which is two houis from Ckerronefo, it ought to be 
^ 1 t Arcade is fixteen miles further, from that place to Blenna ttiirty, and to Hiera twenty, 

B ends the northern rout of theT. ables from Gortynia j there being another more to the louth from Hiera 
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village, Panaica Saius; here we found the fardar aga of that caftellate, who was very 
civil •, but a janiz^ that was with him, afked who we were, demanded a paflport, and 
not having one with us, he threatened to detain us, but at laft pemitted us to go on 
and we ftaid that night'at a large convent near. ° * 

On the twentieth we w^ent to Metropoli, at the fouth end of the ruins of the antient 
city Gort 3 fnia, which was firft built by Taurus king of Crete. The old river before 
mentioned, fuppofed to be the river Lethteus, is a mile and a half to the fouth-eaft 
towards the other fide of the plain; and it is probable that the great city of Gortynia 
e^xtended to it._ Homer mentions it as a walled city ; but the walls were afterwards de- 
ttroyed : the circumference of the old city, according to Strabo, feems to have been fix 
miie^i and a quarter j but it appears to have encreafed very greatly: for Ptolemy 
Thilopater beginning to build walls round it, did not complete his defign, and yet he 
built walls that extended eleven miles and a quarter. All over the fields towards tlie 
river there are heaps of ftone ; the fouth-weft part of the city feems to have extended 
bur little fm-ther than the river Metropolianos, which runs on the outfide of Metropoli j 
It ftretched to the north-eaft as far as the village Aioufdeka, being about two miles in 
breadth,and computing that it extended two miles to the river from the foot of the hills, 
which are north-welt of itj this makes the circumference but eight miles; fo that it 
K very probable that the city ftretched away towards the river, as the moft commodious- 
fituationbyreafon of the^vater; it might alfo extend up the fide of the hills, and to 
^d to Its ftrength, the walls might be built along the top of the lower hills; for as I 
ihaU oblOTve, there are feme rums now feen upon a hill to the fouth-weftof the rivulet 
Metropolianos. 1 o the north of the village Metropoli, on the eaft fide of the rivulet, 

and at the toot of the hill, is the antient metropolitan church of Titus, who, it is faid, 
was the fiij^chbifliop of Crete, fettled here by St. Paul, who in his epiftie to him^ 
e s mij hat he left him in Crete ; that he fliould fet in order the things that were 
wanting, and ordain elders in every city.” I lhall fpeak of this building in its proper 
place. The principal rams of the city extend for about a mile to the eaft of the church 
towards ^oufdeka. The neai-eft rum to that village is a building which was doubtlefs 
or amphitheatre, but it is almoft entirely deftroyed ; it was cafedwith 
1 ge brick, the walls are four feet thick, and it was about a hundred and fifty feet in. 

™ the area within. The arches on which the feats were built are twenty-two 
feet deep and fourteen broad ; there is another wail ten feet more to the weft, and 

towers, as If defigned for ftair-cafesbut I cannot 
certainly fay whether there were any arches on this fide; it does not appear that there 

that It was a theatre. The common people call it a caftle, and fay that all thefe 
building are the work of one whom they call Antipata Ovechios, who, they fay,, was a 
fcng weft towards Metropoli there are ruins of a very grand building, the 

front of which to the eaft is almoft entne, and tfie walls of it are feven feetihick 
e^ed onboth fides with fine brick; and in order to bind the walls, there are layers 

inches long, one foot two inches broad, and two indies 
thick, at the diftance of every four feet. The door in the middle, which was built with 
hewn ftone, feems to have been arched, but the ftones are taken away, and it meafures- 
twemy.five feet two inches m breadth, and the wall on each fide is ^rty feet in front,, 

S Inato only bei„g mentioned in it; Simbo compote. Lifliis 

antient digni4,^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ but as he. obftrves, QmSm recovered its 

fo 
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fo that the extent of the whole front is one hundred and feven feet. On each fide 
of the entrance there are two petleftals of marble, which feein to have been defigned to 
place foine flatues on. Going from this place weflward toward the anrieiit cathedral 
church, I faw^two fine pillars of grey granite laying on the ground, which were tvi^o 
feet in diameter; we then came to a ftrong building, about thirty feet fquare. Further 
on is a round building on an advanced ground, which is ninety feet in diameter; the 
walls are nine feet thick, cafed on the outfide with brick; there are apartments all 
round five feet broad, and feventeen feet long, which might be for fome ufes of the 
ternple, and within there were fhallow niches four feet ten inches wide, probably as 
many as there were apartments without; this building feems to have been a temple. 
Beyond tliis, towards the north, are ruins ofi another large building, and fouth of that 
remains of an ilhbuilt aqueduft, which conveyed the water from the hills, and I fiip- 
pofe, it was brought along the fide of them from a fpring, w^hich is two miles to the 
. fouth-wefi, in the way to what they call the labyrinth. Where this aqueduft ends, 
there are remains of fome very confiderable building, which probably was a prsetoriuni, 
where they held their public aflemblies; for on the iloues that lie on the ground there 
are feveral defaced infcriptions, to the honour of the inagiftrates : from fome pedeftals 
that remain I could fee there had been eight columns, which probably were the re¬ 
mains of a portico round the building, the entrance feemed to have been to the fouth- 
weft ; and the pedeftals that remained on the nortli^weft were probably the portico 
on that fide of the -building. Going on towards the church, I found an imperfect Greek 
infcription well cut on a marble ftone, in which I faw mention made of an archbifliop ; 
near it are the foundations of a building, ending like the Greek churches in a femi- 
circle; and very near the metropolitan church there are feveral pieces of marble entabla^ 
tiires and columns; and on the other fide of the rivulet there are feme ruins near to 
the fouth-weft corner of the cathedral, which may be "remains of the archbifliop^s houfe. 
The antient cathedral is on the north fide of the flream Metropolianos that runs by 
the village of Metropoh, w^hich is at the diftance of half a mile from the church, and 
is doubtlefs the quarter which belonged to the church in the firft ages of Chriftianity- 
It is with great reafon fuppofed that Titus refided here, and that this church was after¬ 
wards dedicated to him; it is above a hundred feet long, and fifty broad; the eaft; 
part Is aiitioft endre, and fhews that It has been a noble fabric; the walls are three feet 
and a half thick: I obferved in the walls one tier of the ftones laid flat, and another 
fet up an end alternately, after the very antient manner of cafmg with hewn ftone. On 
the eaft end within there are fome Greek letters round a fquare ftone, and two defaced 
infcriptions on the outfide of the walls to the north ; there appears to have been a 
portico before it. The rivulet waflies the foot of a hill, on which there are the fbunda* 
tipns of many walls like fortifications, and the ruins of fome building on the top of the 
hill, where there is a chapel to St. John Baptift: this probably was the citadel, and 
here might be the temple of Diana, a place of fecurity, where Hannibal depofited his 
vafes of lead, as if they were full of money, and left carelefsly in his houfe feme braft 
ftatues, which he filled witli his gold; and thus the cunning general defended himfelf 
againft the avarice of the Cretans, who guarded the temple more againit Hannibal, than 
to fecure the imaginary treafure from robbers. Going about a mile further to the 
fouth-weft, we afeended the hills, and came near the top of them, to what is called the 
labyrinth j tliough that famous building, fo renowned in hiftory, was at Cnoflus, and 
Ho remains of it were to be feen in the time of Pliny. This place is nothing more than 
the quarry, out of which the city of Gortynia was built, for though they had rocky Iiills 
clofe to the city, yet doubtlefs the quality of this vein of free-ftone, which is very good. 
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and runs large, determined them to bring their ftone from this place, though it is a 
league from the town; and they might choofe to hollow out fuch a large grotto, rather 
than work this quarry in the common way, that their families might retire to it 
on any invalion, and fecure their riches. The firft part of this paffage is broad, 
and it divides afterwards into feveral ways; I went to the end of all of them ; the 
alleys are from ten to twenty feet wide, and about eight feet high, and the fmall 
flones that are not fit for ufe, are piled up on each fide; from the principal walk one 
enters by a narrow hole to an alley, which foon leads to two or three ways, that meet 
at the further end, where I faw the moft curious thing in it, which is a final! circular 
room, about twenty feet high, terminating above like a cupola, from all parts of which 
the water is continually diftilling; in returning, the great difficulty confifts in taking 
care to avoid going back again into one of thefe ways, for which purpofe a little 
obfervation of the place is neceflary. It is probable that there were many other entrances 
into the quarry, which are now flopped up, and efpecially at the fiirtlier end, where 
the greateft quantity of ftone feems to have been dug ; they had, without doubt, 
machines for the eafy conveying of the ftone along the fides of the hills down to 
Gortynia; this quarry refembles thofe near Paris, and at mount Aventine in Rome, 
though it is rather inferior to them. To the fouth of this grotto there is a round pointed 
hill, towards the top of which is a village called Sifour Caftelll [|the Jews Caftle], be- 
caufe fome Jews lived there in the time of the Venetians, or as others fay, w'ere feat 
there by them; oppofite to this in the plain is the village of Caftelli, where I faw in the 
houfe of the defcendants of Signor Hieronymos a relief of the head of a goat, with a 
feftoon hanging from each horn; it is indeed well done, aind is mentioned by Tourne- 
fort; but it is only the corner of a broken marble coffin, for I faw one of the fame 
kind at Aioufdeka, with heads in relief over the feftoons, and the goat’s head at 
the comers. 

It is faid that Agamemnon, having been driven by a ftorm to Crete, built three cities 
in this ille, two of which he named from his country, and one in memory of Ms viftory; 
the names of the cities were Mycense, Tegea, and Pergamus. I could learn notliing of 
thefe places; but I fee in Dewit’s map caftle Pergamo to the fouth-eaft of the labyrinth, 
and o the north-eaft of Matala; and about that place I fee Pirgo in Homan, but that 
. may b i only a general name for any tower, fo that it is uncertain w'hether Pergamus 
was in thefe parts. However it is faid, that the Pergameans ufed to fhew the tomb of 
Lycurgus, who, according to common hiftory, having obliged the Lacedaemonians by 
oath to obferve his laws till his return, came to Crete, and, as fome fay, killed himfelf, 
or more probably did not return home, but remained there to the time of his death. 
After I had feen this quarry, and all the antiquities of the place, 1 went out to copy fome 
infcriptions, but the janizary not being with me, the Turks gathered about, and infulted 
me to fuch a degree, that I was obliged to give over my bufinefs till the janizary 
returned. 

Chap. V. — Of Tcmines., Cnoffus, andCandia. 

WE left Gortynia in the evening, and travelled fome miles to the farm houfe of a 
convent, and on the twenty-fecond we went twelve miles to the large convent of faint 
George Panoftty, fituated in a very retired place; it is irregularly built, but in the middle 
of it there is a beautiful fmall church with a fine front of Italian architecture; they pre¬ 
tend to have a hand of Saint George here. 
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Twelve miles to thefoiith-caft of Candia we came to a village on a hill called Temiiios, 
which gives name to a caftellaie, it is about eight miles from Gortynia: when we went 
firft to the prieft's houfe in this place, they faid he was not at home, which is a method 
they take to avoid being troubled with foldiers, and the people of the palha; but when 
they knew who we were, he foon appeared, and we found them to be the befl fort of 
people we had met with in all the ifland. To the eaft of the village the hill rifes up in 
a rocky point, which is of white marble; this height has been fortified on the weft fide 
with no lefs than three walls one over another ; on each fide of it there is a defcent to 
a plain fpot, w'here there has been a town, which was probably of the middle ages, as 
there are three or fonr churches ftill remaining ; this part was rvalkd round likewife, 
but all the walls both of this and the caftle are built of rough marble, and with little 
art, excepting fome part of an old town wall, which is without the other wall to the 
north of the fuppofed city j tins appeared to be very firmly built, and to have in it a 
mixture of antieiit brick, as alfo a finall building near a church about half way up the 
weft fide of the hill, both which I look on as marks that it was an antient town; 
the people lily that Minos lived on this hill; I am inclined to think that it is Panona of 
Ptolemy, which he places twenty miles north of Gortynia, though the longit udes of 
both ought to be correfted ; Homan does indeed put Panon as a village a league or 
two north of Temini. From this place we went on to Candia, and from that city to 
Cnoflus, a league to the eaft-fouth-eaft. A cafteliate in this province of Candia is called 
Cnoffou from this place: the fpot where the fmall remains of old Cnoffus are, is now 
called Candake, doubtlcfs Irom the trenches which the Turks made there round their 
camp, that being the meaning of the word in modern Greek j it is a level fpot of 
ground of a fmall extent, encompafled ivith low hills; to the fouth of it there is an 
eminence, on the top of which is a village called Enadieh: the Turks bombai'ded 
Candia from tliis fpot, being encamped on the fite of tlie antient Cnoflus; it is probable 
this hill was part of the antient city, and that the fortrefs was built on it, for the plain 
is not four miles in circumference. Strabo defcribes this place as five fladia diftant 
from the fea; between which and the city there is a rifing ground, and two little hills 
on it, appearing at a diftance like barrows j on the eaft fide there is the bed of a winter 
torrent, which may be the river Ceratus that ran by the city, from which, in very 
antient times, it had its name : this city was twenty-five miles from Gortynia, and is 
famous for having been the refidence of king Minos, where he had his palace; the 
labyrinth alfo was here, concerning which there are fo many fables ; but even in the 
time of Pliny there were no remains of it: this city was a Roman colony; Heraclea was 
its port; but in the time of Minos, Amnifo was ufed as its harbour, where there ivas a 
temple to Lucina, which poffibly might be at the mouth of the river Cartero nearer 
Candia, where Homan has a place called Aniraos. I take the torrent eaft of Cnoflus 
to be that which is called Curnos by this geographer. Cnoffus was alfo famous for its 
bows and arrows, and for a dexterous ufe of that fort of arms. There are fome little 
remains of tlie walls, efpecially to the north, which fliew its extent that way; and 
there are four or five heaps of ruins about the little plain, but there is only one which 
can give an idea of what it was, and it would even be difficult to determine for what 
ufe this was intended; it is an oblong fquare fabric of rough ftone, but feems to have 
been cafed either with hewn ftone or brick; to the north there are fifteen arches, which 
are fix feet wide; there are the fame number of arches on the fouth fide, which are 
about eighteen feet deep, like the arches on which the feats of theatres are built j the 
ipace within the building is about forty-five feet wide. About a quarter of a mile to 
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the weft of the town there is a building near the road, which is ten feet fquare tsithin ; 
the w'alls are fix feet thick, and cafed with brick infide and out j it feeins to have been 
fome antient fepulchre; the people fay it is the tomb of Caiaphas j and the moll modeft 
account they give of it is, that he landed at this place, where he died and was buried, 
that his body being found above ground, they buried it again, which happened feven 
times, and at laft they built this lirong fabric over it, which, they fay, prevented its 
rifing again, to which they add many other circumftances equally ridiculous. I mention 
this only to fliew that the people of Crete have now as great a genius for inventing and 
fpreading fables, as they had in the times of Paganifm. It is faid that feveral thoufand 
Venetians fallying out to attack the Turks on the hill of Enadieh, were repulfed with a 
great llaughter in the valky to the weft of it, a panic having feized them on the accidental 
blowing up of fome gunpowder. 

About four leagues to the fouth-eaft of Cnoffus is mount Joukta, wliich is the name 
of Jupiter in the modern Greek; they call him the god of the Greeks, and fay, that 
the antients called him Dia, They relate that there was a temple dedicated to him on 
this Iiill, which was much reforted to by the heathens, and it has been faid that Jupiter’s 
tomb was there j they have now no trairition that his fepulchre was at Cnoflus, as was 
affirmed in the laft century; but, they fay, that he was buried in a grot on Mount Ida, 
and that there comes out of it fuch a wind that no one can enter it; but among people 
of fuch genius for invention, there have not of late years been wanting thofe who would 
fix all particulars of antient hiftory to certain places. 

Many have thought that Heraclea, which was the port of Cnoffus, was fituated 
■where the town of Candia now ftands, and I faw many fepiilchral grots on the eaft 
fide of a mountain torrent, which is to the eaft of Candia, called in Homan’s map 
Cazaban. The fituations given by Ptolemy in this part rather caufe confufion than 
help to the difcovery of places; others have thought Candia to be Cytmum of Ptolemy, 
though doubtlefs the former is more probable. 

The town of Candia is fituated in a plain country on the eaft fide of a large bay, 
having to the weft of it a broad chain of hills, which are called Strongyle, and make a 
point out into the fea, which is the Capo Saffofo of Homan, and muft be the pro¬ 
montory antiently called Dion. Thefe mountains, together with the eaftern parts of 
mount Ida, and the higher hills towards the plain of Meffares, in which Gortynia 
ftands, make a fort of a femicircle, which opens to the north : this country conlift?; 
moftly of fmall fr uitful hills, which produce great quantities of excellent winer. 
it is a level country on the bay. Oppofite to Candia is the uninhabited ifle or 
which is faid to have its name from Jupiter; it is called Standia by Europeans; thiit 
are three good ports to the fouth of it, where the fliips of the Maltefe, as well as others, 
ufually anchored during the fiege of Candia, The city of Candia, before it was for¬ 
tified by the Venetians, was but a fmall town, encompaffing its port, and extended 
as it is faid, by Traniata gate from the north, to Sabioiiera gate on the eaft. The 
prefent city, which is of a femicircle figure, and very ftrongly fortified, may be about 
four miles in circmnfereuce, though they affirm that it is twice as much. The city wjis 
taken by the Turks in One tljonfand fix hundred fixty-nine, after a fiege and blockade 
of twenty-three years; the Venetians having foil thirty thoufand men in the fiege, 
and the Turks feventy thoufand. In the year One thoufand fix hundred fixtv-feveu* 
twenty thoufand Turks and three thoufand Venetians were killed ; five hundred mines 
were blown up; there ■R-ere eighteen combats in the under ground -works; the 
befieged made feventeen fallies; and the city was affaulted two and thirty times; fo 
that it is defervedly reckoned one of the moft famous fieges recorded in hiftory. There 
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are in Candia fix tlioufand men belonging to the fix bodies of the Turkifli foldlery, but 
thofe include all the Turks who are fit to bear arms; for they all belong to iome 
niilitarv body; they have about fourteen mofques, fix or leven of wmch were 
churches. There are feme famiUes of Armenians, who have a church ; the Greeks 
likewife have a church belonging to the convent of mount Sinai, and another at the 
houfe of the meti-opolitan. The capuchins have a fmall convent and chapel for the 
conful and French merchants, and the Jews a fynagogue. The city is well built, 
thoiK^h feme parts of it near the rampaiTs lie wafte; the ftreets are broad and hand- 
fomet and the lliops built after the Venetian manner. A wall is ftandmg of the ancient 
palace of the governors, and in the piazza there is a fine fountam of the work of Vin¬ 
cenzo ; the lower bafin is adorned with excellent bafs reliefs ; the upper bafin is 
ported by four lions, and had in the middle a fine fiatue by the fame hand, which 
the Turks deftroyed. The entrance of the port is narrow and difficult, havu>g only 
nine feet water, and there is but fifteen within, but there is a good road without the 
bafin; there are feveral fine arfenals about it winch are arched over, in order to build 
or lay up fhips or gafeotes, though many of them have been deftroyed ; the port is 
made by two points of rocks that run out into thefea on the cafl:, weft, and pait of the 
north fide, on which walls have been built, and the port is defended by a ftrong 
caftle- I had defigned to have gone further to the eaft, at leaft as far as Cerronefo, 
but they advifed me againft it, as the people in thofe parts are very fufpicious of all 
Europeans, on account of their being fo frequently difturbed by the Corfairs, 

Chap,VL — Of 7noiint Jda^ and RethuoM 

WE fet out from Candia on the twenty-fourth and travelling to the weft, w“ent 
over the mount Strongyle, and laid in a kane at a village called Damartak Ori the 
twenty-fifth we came into a pleafant country full of fmall hills covered with oak, olives,. 

* Continuing along the epaft from Cafidiaj to tlic weft of the city there is a river called Jellr ; Ptolemy 
puts Fanormua after Heraclium, but I have realonlto believe that it was weft of Dion promontorj^, la 
making that anvendmeiit, and cone6ling the longitudes without altering the order ©f the places, the nrft 
place is CyLaeum, the latitude of which and of Heraclea owght to he rather 35 : to- as being more fputh 
than the cape? tins town might be’in a little bay to the weft of the great bay of Candia, where Homan 
places Paliocaftro. What he calls cape SafTofo, aod De Lidej .as well as the inhabitants, the cape of the 
Crofs, is the old Dion promontory. Here the road is over high mountains called Strongyle, On the eaft 
fide is the high mountain of the Crofs^ whore there was a church of that name ; and to the weft the moun- 
lains are called Val Monaftere, from a fmall convent p As Ptolemy ie very faulty in the ncnlh part of 
Candia, till lie comes to Rhitymna, I have on the obfeiTations I could make corredled him thus; Heracliutn 
54: 30, 35; 10. Cyt®um54; so* 35* Dion Promont. 54: 10. ,35; 15. Paiiormusjj: 45. 

^5 ; iOp Paatomatrium 53 : 35* 35 * R-hitymnaa ^3 : 35 * The firft place which I put weft of 

the capeis PanormuSp becaufe near the caftle of Milopotamo (which gives name to a caftellate here) Homan 
places Panorrao, and calls a moutitain by that name. This place I take to have been on a fmall bay, 
which is called Aftomia* To the fouth of this place about eight milesj there is a large pleafant village 
called Magarites, which feems to have given title to the bilhopnck called Margaricenlis ; fouth of this 
village about a mile, and eaft of the deep valley that eiLtends towards the fea, I faw an old tow'or at a dii- 
tance, and enquiring about it, they told me, it was a work of the aiitient Greeks, and they call it now 
Teleuterna, fo that without doubt the an dent Eleutherie or Eleutema was lltiiated here, and Subrita muft 
have been, fomewhere under^he mountains towards Retimo- To return to the fea ; four miles further to 
the weft was Pantomatrinm ; this feems to he a place about a mile north of the convent of Arfaiii, 
river Stavromenr, which runs near|the convent of Arcadi j the place is now called Airio ] <md they 

have! a tradition that ihere^ was a city here, and that it was a bifhoprick; they fay the old name was 
Agiia, and that the biftiop's title was *0 and probably it is the hifho prick called Anenfts, or another 

cafled Agienfis, both of them mentioned after the fee of Milopotamo* A little taft of it is a village called 
Epifeope, where they fuppofe the cathedral church was. At Ariou are Tome heaps of ftones about the 
fields, enough to fiiew that there have been fome buildings there j and on the weft there is a fmall church, 
buSc to the cliff of a rock^ and k called Panaiea Chryfopay [the Madonna of the Golden Spring]. 
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and the plane-tree, havuig vines twining round them. We travelled twelve miles to 
a kane and fountain called Papatebrify, and going two miles further we faw the high 
hi’’ of Val Monallere to the right, and at the end of fix miles came to the village of 
Perameh, on a river of the fame namej oppofite to this place there is a port called 
Aftomia, where the M;iltefe came afliore this year, and carried away above twenty 
Turks from a village called Delaboiou, which is near a league from the lea ; it is faid 
that this defcent was occafioned by a fervant of the aga of the village, w'fao having 
been ill ufed by his mailer, went to the Maltefe at Gozo, Ihewed them the way, and, 
it is faid, had the revenge to affift in binding his mailer. We went three miles out 
of the high road in a pleafimt valley on the foutli to a village called Magarites, which 
was given to the Cuperlis, with many other villages about Caudia, when their anceftor 
took that city; we were here diretled to an' untenanted houfe, where two priells of 
the convent of Arcadi came to us, and afterwards the lleward of the pallia Cuperli, 
who brought me a prefent of a nofegay imd a water melon; and when I went away he 
met me at his door, and ferved us with wine, melon and wallnuts, and fired a gun 
at our departure, which were all marks of his civility, for which 1 made him a proper 
acknowledgment. They have here a manufafture of a fin e red earthen ware, fomething 
like that of the antients. About a mile further we palled by a church of faint 
Antonio in a grotto. Travelling ftiil in a pleafant narrow vale, I faw a tower at a dif- 
tance called Teleuterna, which 1 conjeflured to be feme remains of the old Eleuterna; 
four mites further we paffed by the ruined convent of faint Antony, belonging to the 
monallery of Arcadi': foon after we came to a fmall plain between the hills about four 
miles in circumference, in the middle of which is the large convent of Arcadi, which was 
erefted in the time of the Venetian government. It is a handfome builtfing, round 
a large court; they have a good refedlory, and a very fine church in the middle of 
the court, with a beautiful front of Venetian architecture j the convent has a large 
mcome, above a hundred caloyers, and about twenty priells; I was received here very 
civilly by the abbot, and concluded to the apartments allotted for Itrangers; and the 
abbot always came and took his repalls with me. On the twenty-fixth I fet out in the 
afternoon with three caloyers to go to mount Ida, which is about fix miles to the 
eall of the convent; the road is very bad between the hills, which are covered wnth 
ever-green oak; we came to a farm-houfe belonging to the convent, where they killed 
a Iheep for us; we went on further to a grotto, where we made a great fire and lay all 
night. On the twenty-feventh we went near three hours to the foot of the hio-ft 
mountain. ° 

Mount Ida is now called by the natives Upfilorites ; it is probable that Jupiter paffed 
great part of bis youth amongll thefe mountains in the manly exercifes of hunting 
and drawing the bow, as he is faid to have been educated here. Tliis mountain extends 
to the north w^eft almoll to Retimo, being bounded to the fouth-well by that valley 
which is to the north-eall of mount KedTOfe, on the fide of which I faw at a dillance the 
convent of Afomatos, and to the north-eall by thofe narrow valleys which divide it 
from mount Strongyle, and fo extended to the fouth-eall, to the plain in which Gor- 
tyniallood j but what is properly mount Ida, is one very high mountain in the middle 
or rather towards the fouth-fide of them; it is of a grey marble, and the furface 
being of loofe Hones, makes it very difficult to afcend> there is no verdure on it, 
except a few fmall Ihrubs or herbs ; I was two hours and three quarters afeending 
to the highell fummir, for it has another to the well foraewhat lower. I conjeaured 
that Ak mountain is not fo high as mount Libanon, or the Alps. In fome hollows, 
efpecially in two which I faw, there is Ihow all the year' round, which is carried in 
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llimmer to Rctimo for the ufe of the palha. On the top of the mountaui there is a low 
church built only of loofe ftones, dedicated to the Holy crofs. It commands a glorious 
view of aimoft the whole iiland; and in a clear day^ it is faid they can fee mahy of 
the ifles of the Archipelago ; I faw from it the fmall ifiands that are north of Settia. 
A little way up the north-fide of the hill I went into a fmall rough grotto, which is 
the only one that I could hear of about this place. As barren a fpot as this mountain is, 
I faw a flock of flteep on the higheft fummit of it, and I took particular notice of 
the fhepherds laying the fnow on ftones expofed to the fun, and receiving the water 
in their bottles as it melted, and they drink it without finding ^y ill effeas from it. 

I returned to the convent; and on the twenty-eighth travelling northward, pafled 
through the villages of Aniiiato, and went to the mouth of the river Stavromeiie, on 
both fides of which there are ruins, and the place is called Airio. We went a mile 
fouthwards to the rich convent of Arfani, which is fubjed only to the patriarch of 
Coiiftantinople ; it is pleafantly fituated, and the eftate that belongs to it produces feme 
of the beft wines and oil in all Candia. The abbot prefled me to dine with them, and 
made a very grand entertainment; and on drinking certain healths, they chanted fome 
Greek verfes; this convent lying in the road is at a great expence in entertauiiag 
ftrangers; and the Turks are not content with that, but take away with them what¬ 
ever they want on the road. We went eight miles to Retimo, palling over the river 
Platania, and through a beautiful village called Chamaleore. At Retimo I was received 
in the houfe of the Englilh vice conful, 

Retimo is fituated on the bay anriently called Amphimale; it is on a peninfula 
that runs northward into the fea, at the north end of which there is a^ high rock, 
ftrongly fortified ; to the fouth of it there is a level fpot of ground, on which the town 
is built, defended by a wall built acrofs the neck of the peninfula, which on the weft 
fide extends to the hill on which the caftle is built; though the city is aimoft encom- 
pafled by the fea, yet they find plenty of good frefh water wherever they dig, and a fine 
llream is brought to the town from a fpring that is near, wliich runs like a river from 
a handfome conduit made by the Venetians ; and though it is a rocky foil, and there is 
no morafs near it, yet, Ilcnow not for what reafon, it is accounted,an unhealthy air; 
the fituation is delightful; and on the eall fide, facing the fea, there are forae very 
fine houfes of the Venetian architefture, with gardens behind them extending to the 
fea fide. There is a Doric door to one of the houfes, which may vie with any piece 
of modern architeifture; there is alfo a fine tower, where there feenied to have been an 
entrance to the port, on which there was a clock in the time of the Venetians; the 
port is a fmall bafon to the eaft, into which large boats only can enter ; but the fhips 
anchor abroad in a good road. There are Here fome I'rench fadlors for the merchants 
of Canea and Candia, in order to export oil; but there are no priefts of the Latin 
vhurch in the city. They compute that there are about ten thoufand fouls in the 
toviTi, three thoufiuid of which are Turks who bear arms; there are about five 
hundred Greek families, who have a church and a bifhop refiding here; there are 
fix or feven families of Jews, but they have no public fynagogue. They have an old 
proverb which mentions the people of Retimo as given to letters, but probably it 
may have no other foundation d:un that this town has produced a great number of 
priefts and monks. The granu v:zier Ibraliim Piiftia, who enjoyed that office at the 
begining of the prefent grand fignioris reign, was in exile in this place; I was told that 
he was firft of all caia, or rninifter to the black eunuch, who advimced him to this office, 
and when he was in it, he was fo feiifible of the exorbitant power of that lavourite, 
■that he had laid a fcheine to fend him off in a galley, which he had prepared for that 
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pitrpofe; but his defign being dlfcovered^ he wrs liimfelf fent away In that 7ery galley 
to be a pallia in Negropont; it feems the vizier had obtained a promife from the grand 
fignior not to touch his title or ellate, fo he was ordered to the honoerable paOialic 
ox Romelia, on purpofe to put him to great expenceSj imd about fix years ago was fent 
to this place, where he lives in a vei’y honoiirdble retirement j the'pallia fometimes 
goes to his levy, but the ftation of the vizier exempts him from returning die com¬ 
pliments even of the governor of the province. 

When I was at Retimo I heard of a German flave, a native of Silefia, who was 
taken in the v^^arsT.^dth the emperor, and I agreed for him with the Turk Ids mailer for 
two hundred dollars j every thing being concluded, the property of him was trans¬ 
ferred to me by kifTmg the feet of his old proprietor, and then 01 his new mailer. I 
propofed to give him his choice either to remain with me as a fervant, or to be given 
up to the priefts at Conftantinople who redeem captives, on their returning me the 
money. The love of his native country made him choofe the latter, and 1 delivered 
him up into their hands about a year afterwards. 

Chap. VIL — Of the places between Retimo and Canea. 

"WE left Retimo on the tvventy*ninth, and continuing on weftward along the moun¬ 
tains in a very ftony road, we came to the river Petrea, over which there is a very ex¬ 
traordinary bridge lately built, confilling of one arch, which cannot be lels than fifty 
feet wide, and, as I conjectured, was fixty or feventy feet high. A little beyond this 
we left Ae province and caftellate of Retimo, and came into the province of Canea, 
and the caftellate of Apokorano, which has to the foitth the Independent caftellate of 
Sfachia before mentioned. Soon after the entrance into this province we came to 
another village called Armiro, where there is a garrifoned caitle, and a kane. A 
little to the eaft of it, a very plentiful fait Ipring flows out from the bank in a large 
ifream; we lay in a kane in this place. About a league to the fouth eaft, under 
the hills which are called Corunna, there is a finall lake and village of the fame 
name. On the thirtieth we proceeded on our journey, and palling over thofe 
hills which make cape Trapani, the old promontory Drepanum, we came to the 
prefent narrow vale of Apokorano, through which there runs a ftream that is divided 
into two parts by a hill called Scordiani, and empty themfelves into the fea near a 
village called Calives: to the weft is the end of thofe hills called Melecfa, which make 
the fouth-eaft fide of the bay of Suda j they are a continuation of the mountains of 
Omalo, or Sfachia; and towards the north-eaft of them, where they are higheft, there 
are rmns of fome antient city, which, I fuppofe, to be Minoa, and according to Pto¬ 
lemy it was the neareft place to the promontory of Drepanum on the weft fide; thefe 
ruins are called Paliocaftro. At the north end, which is the higheft, there feems to 
have been a callle, and fome walls of rufticated ftone remain, which are nine feet 
thick. ^ As the fituadon is high, and they have no water, the whole town had cifteins 
under it, of which I faw a great number j the circumference of the place on the top 
of the hill might be about two miles. The chief ruins are about the middle of it, 
where there is a houle, a church, and lands belonging to the convent of St. John of 
Patinos; under an area, which is near this houfe, there is an arched ciftern, which 
feems to have been lined with brick; to the north of thefe are remains of a church ; 
and to the weft of the houfe there are large cifterns cafed with fine brick; to the north 
of this there is a large arched building; and to the eaft of the houfe a fmaller about 
£wcaty-fiye feet fquare, with fome niches, which feem to have been defigned for 
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llatues; it appears as a rough building, though probably it has been cafed. Towards 
the foot of the caftle are fome pieces of fluted pillars two feet fix inches in diameter, 
which might be the remains of an antient temple. 

From Paliocaftro I proceeded on weflward on the lide of the hills, over the fouth- 
eaft fide of the bay of Suda; this bay is near a league broad, and well fheltered by the 
land, which runs out in a point from the fouth weft to the north eaft ^ it is a very 
good harbour, where all the large lliips lay which cannot enter the port of Canea. 
Towards the opening of this bay, on the weft fide near to cape Melecca, there is an 
ifland called Suda, which is near a mile in circumference, having a fraall rock at each 
end of it j this place was ftrongly fortified by the Venetians, and not taken by the 
Turks till after they had conquered the Morea; about which time Spinalonga was 
likewife taken, which is a fortified place near Mirabello towards the eaft part of the 
ifland. The people of Suda by tiieir capitulations were permitted to go away, and 
many went on board the Venetian fliips j but fome choofing to ftay and fettle on the 
ifland, being either Greeks, or allied with them, on fome dilguft the pafliagot an order 
from Conlbmtinople that all who were taken there fliould be fold, which accordingly 
was executed, and thofe who had not money or friends to pay their ^ranfom, were made 
Haves; many of them Who were redeemed, at this time live on the iflgnd Under French 
proteftion: there are only about a thoufand Turks in the ifland who bear arms. The 
eaft part of this bay is made by cape Deptanmn, now called Trapani, and the weft 
by cape Melecca, the old promontory of Ciamum, which is about a league broad; 
the country is called Acrotery, and the high mountains that crofs it towards the north 
end, fron/ the fouth eaft to the north weft, are called Sclouca. Afcending up the 
high land of this cape, I pafled by two ruined convents of St. Matthew and St. Flias, 
and on the height came to the Greek nunnery of St. John Baptift ; it is built like an 
hofpital, round an oblong fquare court, confifting only of one ftory, and a church in 
the middle of the area: there are about forty profefled nuns in it, and fixty that 
have not taken the vow; they are governed by an abbefs, and are dependant on 
the convent of St. John the hermit, the priefts of which officiate in this church; but this 
nunnery is like the Lutheran nunneries in Germany, or rather like the large nunnery, 
which 1 afterwards faw in Scio, where they have their fejiarate houfes, and live on 
w'hat they have, or can earn by their labour. This nunnery is open for all perfons 
to go in, and confifts moiftly of widows and old women, who have no allowance, but 
live by their labour and charity, or by what their relations fend them. 

To the eaft of the cape, oppofue to the fort of Suda, there is a village called Sternes, 
from the great number of cifterns there ; this being the only way by which they are 
fupplied with water. This village is remarkable for nothing but eight or ten chapels 
in it: thefe and the great numbers which one fees all over the ifland, feem to have be¬ 
longed to houfes; it being probably the devotion of the middle ages, when this ifland 
was recovered into the hands of the Chriftians, to build chapels near their houfes. 

On the fouth fide of the mountains called Sclouca is the beautiful unfiniflied con¬ 
vent of the Holy Trinity, built round a large court, with a grand entrance, and a 
magnificent church in the middle. Going up the hills of Sclouca, we came to the 
convent of St. John the hermit; it is built like a caftle, with a fquare turret at each 
corner; they had begun a very ornamental front to the church in the middle^ of the 
court, adorned with fculpture, but in a very bad tafte. The bifliop of Canea is abbot 
of this convent: going from it to the north-eaft about half a mile there is a large 
round grot, in which there are fome high pillars made by the diftillation of the W'ater, 
and a figure which refembles a fitting bear, from which it is called the Cave of the 
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Bear j at the entrance of it there is a cliapel of the Virgin Mary ; from this grot one 
goes down the hills towards the deep bed of a winter torrent, there being high moun¬ 
tains ahnoft perpendicular on each fide. There is a defeent to the lower pju't of the 
hill by one hundred and forty fteps to a place called Catholico, which was probably 
a chief convent over feveral others; for tliey generally give that name to the head, or 
mother convents and churches. A bridge fifty feet high is built over the chaimel of 
this torrent; on the other fide there are two hermitages one over the other; and on 
the fouth fide is the church called Catholico in a grot, with a handfome front built to it, 
and near it there are two or three houfes left uniinilhed, by realbn of the Turldlh 
invafion ; it is a very proper place for retirement and Iblitude, there being no other 
profpeft from it, but that of the fea and the rocks; there is iikewife at this place a 
curious grotto, which extends for near a quarter of a mile ; there are many petrifica- 
tioDs in it, made by the dropping of the water, and at the end of it there is a table cut 
out in the rock, which has received a coat fi'oin the^ dropping of the water like rock 
work, and has a very beautiful elFefl: j this grotto exceeds all that I ever faw in the 
beauty and flendernefs of the pillars, one of which is near twenty feet high, and they 
are tranfparent; as I had feen ftones of this kind hewn out of a grot at iiioimt Liba- 
non, which were ufed as white marble, and appeared to be alabafter j this made me 
imagine that when thefe forts of petrifications are hard enough to receive a polifli, they 
then become the oriental tranfparent alabafter, which is fo much valued; and there are 
two curious columns of it at the high altar of St. Mark in Venice. After I left the 
place I was told that there is another grotto lower, which extends much further 
than this. 

We went two nules to the weft among the mountains, and faw a ruined village 
called St. George, and a church in a grotto, under which there is another grotto, where 
I was informed there were petrified bones of a larger fize than ordinary, and I aftually 
found feme bones in the fofter part of the rock, but not petrified; however, the earth 
about them was almoft cemented* into a ftone By the dropping of the water. This 
feems to be owing to their having depofited their bodies in the hollow parts of the rock 
over one another, and being covered with earth from time to time, and the holes filled 
up, the hunjdidity of the place has cemented all together j for I obferved in this grotto 
fome petrifications like thofe in the others. From this point of land I had a fight of 
Cerigotto and Cerigo, the antient Cythera, of cape Mallo, of the Morea, and the 
ifland of Milo j having feen everything that was curious, 1 returned to Canea. 

Chap. VIII. — Of the natural bijlory^ people, cujlms, and the military and ecckjiajlical 

Jiate of Candia, 

THE ifland of Candia is for the moft part hilly and mountainous, refembling Wales 
or the territory of Genoua; the mountains are moftly either of free ftone, or of marble^ 
which is either grey or white; the hills are neareft to the fouth fide of the ifland, and 
coiifequently the northern parts of it are the moft pleafant, and heft inhabited; it abounds 
much in fprings and fountains, which they find even clofe by the fea fide, if they dig 
wells down but a few feet deep; moft of the rivers are dry in frnnmer, but in winter 
many of them are very dangerous torrents. I do not find that they have any frefli water 
fifli except eels. The moft remarkable fea-filli here are the fcarus, and the red flieiled 
oyfter lhaped like a fcollop. The ifland does not produce any minerals, and very 
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few natural curiofities of any fort, except in the vegetable kind. There are a great 
variety of trees in it, both of the Aliatic and European growth *. 

As to wild beafts, 1 could not be informed that they have any other except the goat, 
and the hare *, they have the red large partridge, which they call Coturno, and a par¬ 
ticular bird of the lize of a blackbird, and of a blueilh grey, which, when kept in 
a cage, fmgs finely, and is called Petro Cockifo, or the bird of the rocks, which it 
frequents, and by the Englifli the folitary fparrow j they have alfo another bird called 
Potamida, becaufe it is moilly about the rivers, and fmgs very finely. It is reported 
that there are no venomous animals in this ifiand; they fay, they have two forts of 
fiiakes, one called Ophis, which is fpotted black and white, much of the colour of the 
adder j the other is the ochedra, which is fmaller, and, as forae pretend, is the fort 
of viper which fattened to St. Paul’s hand in Malta, and, as they fay, was afterwards 
hai-mlefs; they have an animal like a lizard called Jakonio, which the people appre¬ 
hend to be exceedingly venomous in its bite, and forae fay by a tting ut its tail ; but 
having fome of them caught, I faw they were the very fame as the fmco or ttinc marin 
of Egypt, w'hich are harmlefs there, and are fent dried to Europe from Egypt, without 
difmembring them, and go into the compofition of the Theriaca; they have alfo the 
lizard, and a fort of fpider called Phalangiuin, which is very venomous, efpecially in 
hot weather, and it is faid that niufic and dancing helps towards the cure, as in the 
bite of the Tarantula. .They have a ttrong rough middle-fized breed of horfes, ufed 
moftly in the towns ; in the country they have generally mules and afles j the former 
are ufed by the Chriftian ladies, who ride after the Englifti manner ; but the Turkifli 
females, who veil their faces, ride like the men. The roads being very ttony, and in 
many places narrow, there are no wheel carriages in the illand. 

They do not compute above three hundred thoufand fouls in the whole ifiand, and 
reckon the number of Chriftians to be more than double the number of Turks j the inha¬ 
bitants confitt partly of the antient people of the ifiand, who may be fuppofed to be very 
few, and partly of the defcendants of the twelve noble Cretan families already men¬ 
tioned, partly of Saracens, who conquered the ifiand, of whom it is probable there are not 
many i and fome Venetians fettled here during their government, who are now all of 
the fereek church, except fome few of Suda and Spina Longa, who remained on the 
ifiand when thofe places were taken, and have come under French proteftion j or 
lattly, they are Turkllh Mahometans brought from Conftantinople and other parts to 
this ifiand, either as foldiery or as colonies to forfeited lands. 

The people of the ifiand do by no means want parts, however defective they may be 
in the improvement of them; for they are lharp and fagacious, which they difcover in 
their countenances j the young people are very fair and handfome, and have fine eyes j 
it is faid the Turkifli women, who veil, are more beautiful than the Chriftians j they 

Its trees are the cyprefs, pine, ever-grecn, oak, willow, caronb or loculi"tree, arbutus or ftrawberry^ 
tree, the oak, palm, fig, olive, almond, wild pear, plataiius, the bay, which they call Daphne, the myrtle, 
walnut, and chefmitj aiphetamos refembling maple, andjepriiio, which is a fort of phllireaj they have fo 
many different kinds of grapes, that I have heard them reckon no lefs than feventy"two forts; they have 
alfo a very great variety of curious fhrubs, among them the bramble, which are not feen in other callern parts j 
they have many rare herbs, as curled lea fage, roman fage, and wormwood, favory, liquorice, dwarf elder 
and fern, which I bad no I feen before in all the eaft, bchdes many others ; and I faw tuberofes gro w wild 
on the fandy Ihore ; but lliey are more paiticularly famous for four mountain herbs, which e^tcel thofe of 
other parts, and are fent to feveral.parts of Enrope, the pbyficians always preferibing thofe of Crete, as 
DiAamnum Creticum, Epitimum Creticum, Daucus Creticus, and Origamnum Creticum, and one meadow 
herb called Scordiutn Creticum : this ifiand is alfo famous for ranmigulus rooti> which grow wild, fell very 
dear, and are ftnt to ConlUntinople, and other parts. 
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anfwer their aiitlent charaaer as to invention, and taking pleafure in fpreading felfe- 
hoods,^ and they feem alfo to be credulous, and fond of believing ftrange things j they 
are civil and holpitable to one another and to the Franks ^ but with great realbn avoid 
opportunities of being burthened by the Turks, who command every thing as a debt 
due to them, and make ufe of their nionafteries, and the Jioufes of their parifli priefts, 
as inns: thefe are indeed the places for entertainment of ftrangers ; but Chriftians who 
have any honour always bellow fome gratuity, that, at leaft, they may not be fufferers 
by their civility.^ The drefs of the men here is the fame as that of Cyprus} thofe of a 
middling condition and children wear only a fmall red cap, without any falh round it; 
the boors wear a black cap clofe to their lieads, with a black fitk taffel hanging down 
at each ear, and in fummer are always clothed in white, which is a general cuftom 
among all the people in the Turkilh empire for all the habits, except the outer gar¬ 
ment, imagining that white is a cool drefs. The couiiUy people wear about their necL a 
long towel, with which they cover their heads when they are in the fun. The children 
here plait their hair round from their foreheads, and bring it down fo as to hang in a 
plait behind, and the females have often tivo or three fuch plaits, which are very be¬ 
coming. The Greek women do not cover their faces, but wear a mullin veil upon 
their heads, and bind up the hair in ribbands, and roll it round their heads, fo as to 
make it a high drefs; they tye their petticoats and aprons near as high'as their armpits; 
and, whenin high drefs, they wear a fort of fliort ftays, adorned before with gold lace The 
women never fit down to eat with men that are not of thehoufe, and thoughthey are 
not fo ftrift as the T, urks, yet they rarely come into the room where any ftrangers are 

All people here have fuch a property in their lands, that only the feventh of the pro¬ 
duce belongs to the grand fignior, and when they die, the lands, according to the law 
are equally divided between the children} which has reduced all the Chriftian fmnilies 
to poverty; nor can the father leave the lands in any other manner. All along the 
north coaft of Candia fmall watch towers are built to obferve the coaft, paiticulariy by 
night, and to give the alarm by making fires, in cafe of any defcent. The Chriftians 
obliged to keep this watch ; and to lliew they are on the guard, every tower 
IS obliged to have a fire as loon as it is dark, and at break of day. The pafliL have 
often taken money to excufe the attendance of the watch, and in three or four months 
a ter lent an order to keep it again, and then they come to a new agreement to he 
excufed; but there having been fome defcents made of late by theMaltefe, the guard 
is ttnaiy kept, and a company of foldiers go out every night from the garrifoned towns 
to watch the co^. Ihe caia, or prime minifter of the pallia, giVes an account of all 
duties be levied, to the Chriftian fecretary of the pafha, who fends it to the caftel 
caia, or high conftabie, and he goes round to the capitaneo of each village who levies 
Jelumlaid on the village from every houfe. The harach, or poll tax on the male 
Chnftians above fixteen years old is five dollars and ten medins a head, which is about 
thirteen fliillings fterlmg, and is colleaed by a Turkifli officer fent to every caftellate who 
goes round and r^e^ves it. _ There are twenty-five thoufand airiftians who pay harach 
not including thofe who are in the three great cities. ^ 

Ihere are in the garrifoned towns feven military bodies: firJft the janizaries of which 
there are m each a certain number of different companies, or chambers called odas 
but befides thefe there are a greater number of jaiiiisaries called jamalukes, who 
belong to chambers which are m other parts of the empire, and are fettled here as 
merchants or tradefmp, and yet receive their pay as janizaries; and if any one of 
the companies are ordered away, thofe onjy go who pleafe, and they make up their 
number as they can, and then the perfoiis who refrife to go belong no more to that 
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Company ; but they frequently go to Conftantinople to be put ittto another company, 
and return to Candia, with a patent to receive their pay: as there are many janizaries 
about the country on their little efiates, they are governed by a fardar in every cafteh 
late, and are fubjecl only to their own body. Thefe odas or chambers, like the Roman 
legions, are called by their refpeftive numbers, there being a hundred and fixty of 
them in the empire; each company has from one hundred to five hundred men, which 
is their complete number in time of war ^ in peace they generally confill of about a 
hundred men. The fecond body are the jarleys- The tifdarlees are ai\other body of 
foot, who cannot be fent out of the place. The fourth are topgis or cannoneers. The 
fifth jebegis, who have the care of the ammunition. The fixth fpahis, who are the 
cavalry, and are fuppofed to have horfes, and when the palha goes out they fumiih him 
with half the number of horfes he "wants, the town fiirnifiiing the reft. ^ All the Turks 
belong to fome military body. The harach and cuftoms pay all the foldiers, except the 
janizaries, wliofe money is brought from abroad. 

The grand fignor fells the leventh part of the lands of Candia for one life, and no 
proprietor can be difpofiefTed | but the purcluifers can lawfully receive out of them only 
a feventh of the produce, which of corn, flax, and cotton, is taken in kind ; as to the 
oil of iheir olive-trees, it is exorbitantly efliniated ^ and for their vineyards they pay a 
certain fum, according to the quantity of land j and fiik pays a medin or three farthings 
jin ounce. The perfon who buys the feventh part of any \dliage is lord and mafter of 
it, leaves his foubafliee or lleward to colleft his rents, who has all die power, and the 
bufinefs of the capitaneo, which is to colleft all occafional impofitions raifed on the 
village by the pallia j he has the number of Chriflian families regiftered, and the tax is 
equally divided among them, the Turks paying nothing ; and even foinetimes a Chriltian 
family, by great intereft, may be ftruck out of the lift. 

The archbifliop is put in by the patriarch of Conftantinople, and the metropolitan 
makes the bifhops, who put in the paiifli priefts. The archbifliop, befides the revenues 
of bis own diocefe, receives a yearly funrfrom all thebifiiops ; and as he pays a yearly 
tribute to the grand fignor, every bifliop is impowered to levy five mediiis for that pur- 
pofe on every houfe, and pays a certain fum on that account to the metiDpoIitan. The 
bifliop’s revenue is a certain meafure of coni, wine, and oil, befides the voluntary con¬ 
tributions of the people } he has alfo fees on marriages, and they generally go round 
their dbcefes in the three Lents, in March, Auguft, and November. It a Chriflian 
woman marries a Turk, fhe is not admitted to the facraraent, till fiie is at the point of 
death, and muft then renounce her hufband ; but fhe goes to church, which they cannot 
hinder j and many of thofe who live in the villages are perverted by the Turks. When 
Candia was taken, the Chriftians had generally two bells to every church, which they 
were ordered to bring into the cities j many of them hid the bells ; and it is delivered 
down from father to fon whei^e they are j this is known by the Turks ; fo that the 
pafha, if he would raife money on a rich family, the mafter is accufed as having the 
bells hid fomewliere in his' land, he is carried to prifon, and there remains until he pays 
a fum of monqy for his deliverance. Though many of the villages are inhabited by 
Turks, yet there are fome villages where the inhabitants, who w'ere formerly Chriftians, 
are almoft entirely become Mahometans ■, fome to avoid punifhment, or to be revenged^ 
on a Turk, whom a Chriflian cannot ftrike; others are encouraged by the thriving of 
the renegadoes, who pay no taxes : fo the Chriftians grow poor, the Mahometans rich, 
and purchale their lands; and thus the Chriflian religion daily iofes ground in all parts 
of Turkey. 7 
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Book the Firft. — Of the Greek Iflands of the Archipelago. - 



Chai*. I.— Of ths yiand of Bcio. 

T EMBARKED on board a French fhip at Canea on the firfi; of Oftober, one 
^ thoufand feven hundred and thirty-nine, and failing in fight of raoft of the 
iflands, landed at Scio on the fourth. The ifland of Scio is now called by die Greeks 
Kio the antient Greek name of it was Chios [Xioj] ; it was firft called iEtalia in 

very antient times, and alfo Maftic, on account of tlie great number of maftic trees ^ 
that were in this ifland. It is fituated to the weft of that large promontory, which 
makes the fouthem part of the bay of Smyrna which is to the north, and the north part 
of the bay of Ephefus where it is neareft to the continent, it is only eight miles dif- 
tant; the north part of it is all mountainous, and is diltinguiflied from the other parts 
of the ifland by the name of Epanemeria [The upper quarter^; there are notwithftand- 
ing fome fine finall vales in that parr. The mountains extend to the fouth-weft, and 
end with low hills to the fouth, on which moft of the villages of Maftic are fituated. 

To the weft of the mountains, about the middle parts of the ifland, there are alfo fome 
villages of Maftic, and likewii’e of Epanemeria } thefe extend to the north-weft corner j 
the other villages in that quarter being to the north. The whole ifland is about thirty 
miles long, and fifteen broad, and is computed to be ninety miles in circumference, 
though Strabo makes it one hundred and twelve miles and a half, which may be true 
if it were meafured round the bays and harbours. This ifland was taken by a Genoefe, 
called Simon Vignofius, and was moftly governed by the family of the Juftiniani from - 
Genoiia. The Turks became mafters * fit in one thouland five hundred fixty-fix, the 
Chriftians remaining in polfeflioa of th- :aRle till one thoufand five hundred ninety- 
five, when the Florentine galleys under v irginio Urfinio, making an attempt to re¬ 
cover the ifland were repulfed, and the Ci-^:ftians dii*poffefl'ed of the caftle. About 
forty-five years ago the Venetians took this inr o i, i vut held it only fix months, and were 
forced to yield it again to the Turks, leaving only about thirty foldiers in the caftle, 
who were foon fubdued by the conquerors. Tfiis illaud has only one city in it, which 
is commonly called Scio, and by tlie natives, by way of eminence. The pUce or city 
[TI XwfJiJ; it was antiently called Chiepolis. i'his town is •fituated about the middle 
of a fiiallow bay on the eaft-fide of the ill in'd ; to the fouth of it is that fine country 
called the Campo, and a narrower ftrip to Tie n- >rth called Livadia. Within this bay 
there is another fmall one, v/hich being del uded to the eaft by ruinous piers, and 
having a light-houfe on each fide, makes ibi port of Scio, into which the fliipping 
enter when they are unloaded j and there is a good road without for the iargeft fiiips 
to ride in. The caftle is to the north of the bay, which is about half a mile in compafs j 
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it Is Inliabited only by Turks and Jews, and is often a place of confinement for ftate 
prifoners who are font from Conflantinople; and when I was there tlic late vizier landed 
from Rhodes; but it is efteemed a good omen when they are brought nearer to Con- 
ftandnople. To the north pf It Is Palalocaftro, or the old towm, fo that probably the 
antient city was on the north-fide of the port. The chief part of the prefent city is on 
the weft fide of it, and is feparated by gardens from the old city, which is inoftly inha¬ 
bited by the lower rank of people* Though the llreets are narrow, yet the town is well 
built, there being many fine houfes in it of hewn iloive, inhabited by the Italian 
families who remained here, and by the rich Greeks, many of which were built in the 
time of the Genoufe government. The Greeks have a great number of churches in the 
city, which are remarkable for the Ikreen, or partition of wood before the altar, Avhich 
is of fine carved work* One of the churches is a beautiful fabric, with galleries fup- 
ported by pillars, and was built a little before the Venetians took the ifland ; the old 
and new city together are about two miles in circumference without the v/alls. 

The campo, or plain of Scio, to the north of this town, is a very beautiful country, 
about two leagues long, and a league broad, but it confifts entirely of country houfes 
and gardens walied round, great part of them are groves of orange and lemon trees; 
and the houfes are fo near to one another that it appears like the fuburb of a town ; cuid 
from the fea it looks almoft like one continued city. The plain country to the north 
and fouth is about four leagues long, and a league broad in moil parts, and in fome 
more ; there are alfo in it feveral gardens of mulberry trees for filk worms ; thofe that 
are the moft beautiful have a walk in the middle, and to the right and left from tiie 
houfe with fquare pillars on each fide, and feats built between them of hewn {tone ; the 
pillars fupport a trellis-work, w^hich is covered with vines, and on the fpaces on each 
fide there are groves of orange and lemon trees ; fome have chapels in their gardens, 
with a family vault under them* Here almoft all the people of the city retire in the 
fummer, and as conftantly return to the town in winter; they go alfo out of the town to 
their country houfes wlien there is any plague ; and the fpring before I was there, when 
there were fucli terrible earthquakes, many went out of the town; but found that it was 
more fecure to ftay in the city, where die houfes being condguous, fupport one another 
better againft the fhock* To the fouth and fouth-weft part of this country are the villages 
of the Campo ; but thefe, as well as moft of the others in the iiland, which are fixty in all, 
are really like towns ; the houfes are built together, and coiifift of feveral narrow ftreets, 
having gates at the entrance, and many of them a caftle in the middle, efpecially the 
villages of Maftic; which maimer of building in the country feems to have been in¬ 
troduced as a defence agaiaft the incurfions from the continent, which w^ere often made 
w^hcn this illand was not under the fame government* On a hill to the fouth of this 
plain there is a large convent called faint Min^ ; from it one afcends to the hills on 
which there are one and twenty villages of maftic, all which except four are together 
on the fouth-fide of the plain ; one of the four is on the hills to the weft, and is called 
faint George* It produces no maftic, but enjoys the privileges of the others, as being 
the guard^to three villages that are to the weft of the mountains > for thefe villages 
have great privileges ; they pay no rent, only a certain quantity of maftic to the grand 
fignor, which I was informed is yearly five dioufand and twenty okes of four hundred 
drams each ; and they are fubjeft only to an aga placed over them j are permitted Co 
have bells to their churches, being all Chriilians, and may wear white faflies to their 
turbans. At the firft village there is a guard to hinder any one from entering during 
the feafon when they make maftic, unlefs they have an order from the aga* The 
maftic tree, or as it is fometimes called the lentilk, in Arabic Carice, they fay, is of two 
forts, the wild and the domeftic tree j what they call the wild, I have feen in great abun- 
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dance in Syria, efpecially in the Holy Land, and in Cyprus and Candia; it bears a fmall 
red berry, which they affirm the domeftic does not; it is a large ffirub, I have feen it 
fifteen feet high j they affirm that they obferve a male and female fort of the domeftic 
kind; the wild produces maftic, but not fo good as the other ; and of this the female, 
which has larger leaves, and is a brighter green, produces the beft maftic; and that 
which comes firft from all of them, is better than, that which drops afterwards, when 
the tree has loft its ftrength. On the ninth of July they make holes in the rind acrois 
the trunk with an inftrument called Temetri; it is like an awl, except that it has two 
edges, and the point of it is an eighth of an inch broad ; they fweep the ground, and 
throwing water on it, tread it even to make a fmooth floor; in three days the gum 
begins to run, and they let it lie and dry for about eight days ; it is then hard enough 
to handle, and they take it up j it continues running all the month of Auguft, 
arid drops alfo in September, but then it is not good; thp fineft and beft is called 
Flifcari, and fells for two dollars an oke; the reft from a dollar to a dollar and a 
half; and if they have a greater quantity than the tribute which they are to pay to the 
grand fignior, they may have a licence to fell it j notwithftanding I have reafon to 
believe that moft of it is fold clandeftinely, that their tribute may not be increafed. I 
have been told that water, in which the wood of this tree has been boiled, is good 
againft the gout, and that the wood of it has been clandeftinely procured by fome 
perfons, in order to fend it into fome parts of Italy for that purpofe. The maftic was 
formerly fent to Venice, but is now exported only to Conftantinople and Smyrna; it is 
chewed only by the Turks, efpecially the ladies, who ufe it both as an amufement, 
and alfo to whiten their teeth, and fweeten the breath, on which account it is much 
vifed by thofe of the grand fignior’s feraglio; it is alfo put in bread, and is faid to 
have a very good tafte; the whiteft and cleareft is the beft, but after a year it turns 
yellow, though it is thought it does not lofe its virtue; they fometimes cut tlie wild 
fort; but I have great reafon to think, though they faid otherwife, that the difference 
between the wild and domeftic is, that they take off the flowers from the domeftic, 
which would produce fruit, in order to make the tree give a gi'eater quantity of, gum, 
and of a better quality; not to mention that their cutting it early may prevent its 
flowering, by enervating the force of the tree. I obferved on the domeftic tree a fort 
of a black dried flower, like that of the male afh, which, they fay, is fometimes on all 
the trees, ^ both male and female, though I imagine it to be the flower only of the male. 
The malHc muft not be made in any other parts of the ifland, and, if I do not miftake,- 
the making of it is prohibited throughout all the grand figinor’s dominions; and it is> 
a<£tually made no where elfe, though it was formerly ; for Diofcorides fays, that the 
maftic of Scio was the beft in the world, which probably may be owing to fome art they 
may have to keep it from blowing and bearing fruit. After I left that pqrt of the 
ifland, I was informed that at one of the Maftic villages called Kalamoty, on the fouth- 
weft: part of the ifland, there was lately difcovered a fubterraneous building, fupported 
by pillars. 

I went to vilit two convents further to the fouth, and was ftiewn a foot of ground, 
near a winter torrent, about two miles in compafs, which, they fay, after a great flood, 
funk down in fuch a manner that the trees and houfes were overturned ; and I fiiw the 
marks of this accident ftill remaining, which, one would imagine, nmft be owing to fome 
cavity under ground, the flood loofening one fide, which fupported it.. There are 
three fmall convents, md a nunnery this way; 1 did not fee them all, but I was at a 
brge nur^nery near E vilJnge called Calamaria j they build ox buy their apartments^ half- 
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going to the head convent of Neamone^ and half to the reladons of the deceafed; they 
cannot profels before they are twenty-five years old ; and tliey may take the vow after 
that age without probation ; they are admitted by rii ’ abbefa, and have no allowance^ but 
live on their fortunes^ or labour, for they have a dimitty manufaclure in this convent- 
They may go out when they pleafe, as tliey ofo do, and Jive fome months in the 
houles of their friends ; Uie gates are open^ and I' - l have accefs, and that without any 
fcandal; and to gratily a Jftranger for a fmall piece of money liiey will fing in their 
churches a form which tliey call a Paraclefis ; i->me live in the convent without ever 
taking the vow, or at leaft not till fuch time as iliero is little danger of being induced 
to break it. Inhere are in this nunnery fome old ■ . j nien, who live on the charity of 
the others, and of thofe who come to it- 

Going from the villages of Maftic, we came to a place called Sclavia; it was for¬ 
merly much inhabited by the Genoefe, mo ft of whom went away witli the Venetians, 
and there remain now only a few poor Roman Catholic iamilies of Genoefe extraftiou, 
who have a fmail church; there are two of their magnifi^ ent houles remaining, with a 
very fine mountain before one of them. At a riliage called Caixhiofe I faw over the 
church a very antient ait relief of our Saviour’s triumphal entrance into Jerufaiem } the 
fculpture is but indifferent* 

We went northward between the mountains, and turmng weft came to the large 
convent ofNeamone, about two leagues to the weft of the city j it is fituated on a hill 
in the middle of the mountains this convent was founded, or the church built by the 
emperor Conftantine Omonomilos; his picture, and that of his emprefs Thea, are in 
feveral parts of the church. The convent is large and irregularly built round an 
oblong fquare court, and two or three fmaller. In the middle there is a church, which 
is efteemed one of the fineft in the Archipelago, it originally feems to have had two 
porticos, to which a fmaller has been added, and a tower that has deftroyed the beauty 
of the front; the door cafes are all of jafper or fine marbles, and on each fide of the 
outer one there is a column of the fame ; the eaft fide of it within is wainfeotted with 
jafper and beautiful marbles ^ the fecond portico is painted, and the arch is adorned 
with feveral figures in mofaic. In tlie outermoft are the reliques of three faints of the 
place kept in a red jafper cheft; the church itfelf^ which is the choir, is a fquare of 
about thirty feet, excepting the part within the Ikreen of the high altar ; the whole is 
adorned with pillars, and wainlcotted and paved with jafper, and the moft coftly 
marbles ; md on the dome and upper parts are reprefented hiftory pieces of our 
Saviour in mofaic, finely done for thofe times. They fhew fome reliques, much 
efteemed by the Greeks, as the thumb of St, John Baptift, the fcull of Timothy, a 
bone of St, Luke, and St. George, and a piece of the crofs* The abbot is chofe for 
two yem, and no woman can enter the convent 5 they keep, at leaft in public, the 
old inftitution of eating no meat; there are two hundred perfons in the convent, 
twenty-five of which are priefts, fifty ftavrofbroi, or crofs bearers, who are thofe who 
have taken the ftricl vow, and ought never to eat flefii j and four or five of the Mega- 
loikema, whofe vow is fo ftrict that they can have no employ in the convent, or 
elfewhere; and though they ought to have no property, yet tliis is permitted, 
becaufe they are obliged to pay their poll tax. They admit caloyers here for a fum of 
money, who may go and live on their own farms, and are entitled to a certain portion 
of bread and wine, though abfent; fo that the convent is ferved, either by hired 
fervants, or fuch as labour five or fix years to be admitted caloyers, without money, or 
by fuch caloyers as have offices, by which they gain fomething for thcmfelves*' 
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In the way from the convent to the town there is a hill called the marble table 
out of which,, they fay, the jafper was taken that is_ employed 
about the church. Strabo obferves, that there is a vein of marble in the ifland, and 
Pliny fays, that the firft jafper was found, here; it is a fine red fort, and the wmter 
torrents near the city having brought down feveral pieces of it, they have taken thofe 
ftones to pave the ftreets, and there are feveral other curious marbles found in the beds 
of thofe torrents. I went to fee two of the three fountains on the fides of the moun¬ 
tains, which are conveyed five or fix miles to the c'ity, and pafled a valley on an 
aquedufl: built with arches. 

From the city I made a voyage round part of the Ifland ; the plain to the north of 
the city is called Livadia, and is near two leagues long; there is a fmall village in it 
called Eretes, which might give occafion for the miftake of a certain author, who 
mentioning a place here of fuch a name, fays, that the Sibyl Erithraea was bom there; 
whereas flie was of the city Erythrae, on the oppofite continent. At the end of this 
plain, and toward the fouth end of the bay, is that great piece of antiquity, which is 
called Homer’s fchool; it is near the fea fide on the foot of a mountain called Epos j 
it is a part of the rock that fets out beyond the reft, the furface of which is hewn into 
a feat all round, which I take to have been a figure of many unequal fides, though it 
is commonly laid to be round; it is indeed much broken and defaced, and the fide next 
to the fea is fallen down; within this feat there is a cube three feet above the floor, 
and on the fide next to the fea there is a mezzo relievo of a perfon fitting, and a fmaller 
figure on each fide ; that in the middle may be fuppofed to be Homer; and thofe on 
each fide two of the Mufes *. The heads of the figures are broken off, except of the 
lion behind ; for on the three other fides are reliefs of an animal; that behind is a lion 
paffant, the other two have the heads broke off, and are very much defaced, but feera 
to be lions; by which may be reprefeiited the fire and force with which this poet 
wrote. Many think that Homer’s verfes were taught here ; and it> is not improbable, 
w^hen fo many places contended for his birth, that the people of Chius- Ihould caufe 
this place to be hevm out in memory of him ; and here they might at fome certain 
times rehearfe his verfes to his honour. About two or three leagues further 
north is a bay called port Delfin, which I thought might be Eanum, mentioned 
by Strabo, till I came to Fana, mentioned below in another place; oppofite to this 
are the iflands called Spermadori, and in Greek Egonufes, which ftretch almofl: to 
the mouth of the channel; they belong to Scio, and are inhabited only by herdfmen. 
The north-weft; cape of the ifland, is that which Strabo calls Pofidiura, which, he 
fays comes near to the promontory of Argenum of Erythrae, though the diftance 
which he mentions of fixty ftadia feems to be a miftake for a hundred and fixty, 
as it is computed twenty miles. Oppofite to the mouth of this channel is Mytelene, the 
antient Lefbos, computed to be about forty miles diftant. About a league to the weft 
of the north-eaft part of Scio, now called Laguardia, is the deep bay of Fana, which is 
wide at the opening, but narrower towards the end, and is flieltered by an ifland called 
Saint Margaret: here Strabo fays there was a grove of palms, and a temple of Apollo, 
the weft wall of which is ftill ftanding; it is four feet thick, and at the diftance of 
every three feet there are two layers of brick, the entrance of it fronts to the eaft; it 
was about feventy-five feet long, and thirty-five broad, as well as I could difeover from 
what remains of the foundations. I faw Ibme pieces of grey marble about it, which 

* Chandler, ja, calls it an open Temple tf Cybele, wtiofe figure is in the centre ; the head and one arm 
wanting* 
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sippeared to have^ been joined with iron cramps. This inner part of the bay has a fine 
beach on the wtdl and fbuth fides for boats to come up to, and feems to be,the place 
culled Notium by Strabo, whidi he fays is a fine &ore, and may have received its 
name from its fitnation to the fouthdouth-wefl:, that wind being called Nona: be 
it is three hundred ftadia diftaiit from the city by fea, but by land only fiKty, which is 
another miftake for a hundred and fixty, it being computed eighteen miles: this is now 
called the bay of Cardaiuilla, from a village of that name near it. In this part of the 
illaiid, to the north of the city, and along the northern fliore, there are fourteen villages 5 
it is the part called Epanameria, with the eight villages mentioned to the of die 
mountains. A rivulet called Sclavia runs into the fea about a league to the weft; its 
foarce comes from the foot of the mountain, and runs on a bed of white marble with a 
reddifti caft- This countiy called Nagofe or Naofe, without doubt from a temple near, 
fome fmall ruins of which are now to be feeii; from the beft judgment I could make, 
it was fift)^-fiYe feet long, and thirty-five broad; the pieces of marble, which are very 
large, feem to have been polifiied, and it appears as if there had been two fteps all 
round j there are no figns either of pillars or pilafters. This* temple Tournefort fup- 
pofes to have been dedicated to Neptune, who had amours with a nymph here: he 
conjeftures that this fountain of wearer is that of Helena, mentioned by Stephanas; and, 
as he obferves, Vitruvius fpeaks of a fountain in thisifland, the waters of which make 
people mad ; in wliich he was probably mifmfbrmed, there being not fo much as any 
tradition that there ever w^as fuch a fountain. This place is oppofite to port Sigri in 
Iviytilene. We went on weft ward, came to a ftreani, and walked along the fide of it 
to a poor village called Aie-Thelene, on a high hill: we went to fee a grotto on the 
fouth fide of the hill under it, winch is more famous for a foolifti fuperftition of the 
KJreeks;^ than for any thing that is very curious in it j over it there is a church, and 
within the grot, wliich has fome petilfications in it, made by tlie droppings of the 
water ; there is one of thole pendant petrifications, from one part of which the water 
continually drops; they fay, that it formerly dropped from another part of the fame 
ft one, which is now broken ; thefe, they teil their devotees, are the teats of die Virgin 
Mary ; that the water is milk, and that no body muft drink of it but falling ; and give 
the pilgrims loine little {tones of the petrifications, w^hich, they fay, are good againft 
a fever w^hen boiled in water* The water of the rivulet below never fails, and they 
have finall cels in it called Mungri, which is the only frefii-water fifli in the illand. If 
we fuppofe that Saint Thelena is a corruption of Helena, we may conjecture that this is 
her fpring, mentioned, above, by Stephanas. We walked two miles, almoft as far 
as the north-weft cape of the ifland called Melano^ and went to a village of the fame 
name ^ this is the old proinontoj^y of Melana j and the city of that name mentioned by 
Strabo, might be where the village is, though there are no figns of anriquity. The 
governor of Saint Thelena font an exprefs to this village to give advice of our arrii al, 
according to their cuftom. Going about three leagues farther to the fouth, we came 
to VolUTo, Tvliere the country of ^ioiifa feems to begin, which was fo fajiious for its 
wines; it extended for three hundred ftadia in length, and is faid to have prod>iced the 
netlar of the ancients j the Chian wine is praifed by Horace' and Virgil j juid we have 
an account that Caefar ufed it in his triumphs; and this fpot ftill produces very good 
wine. 

Voliffo is faid to have had its namefron Bellifarius, whom they call Vellifarius, and 
fay, that he came here with his armies, and built the caftle j and I find there is an 
author who gives an account that he was ‘imprifoned in it. VoIilTo is about tvi^o miles 
from the fea, on the fide of the hill on which the caftle ftands, which was defended 
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with round towers ; tliere is a church in it dedicated to Saint Elias. About two leajrues 
fouth of this place is the convent of Diefca, dedicated to Saint JohuBaptift, fituated 
m a veiy retired place on the fide of die hills, which extend a great way to the weft 
and make a cape called Pefaro; .at the angle of the bay there is a village of Maftic, to 
the fouth of which there are leyeral other villages along the weftern ftiore. This land 
m^es a fort of a large bay, with the land of Voliffo to the north; but there is no non 
and It IS much expojed to the weft and fouth-well winds. Thefe mountains extend to 
the raft to mount Elias, which is the higheft hill in the ifiand, and was anriently called 
Pellmasus j to Ae weft of thefe mountains is the country of Voliflb, full of fmil hills 
with little frmtful vales between them, where they make good wine, much filk and 
preferyeagreatquanutyoffigs. , From the high lands I difcovered what they told me 
was Monte Santo, but I rather took it to be Staliraene: and here we faw Sciro die 
Negropont, ^^os, and Tine. The villages of Voliffo and Perieh, wliich is one of 
the villages of Maftic, are exempt from all ecclefiaftical jurifdiaion, except that of the 
patnarch of Conftantinople. r « * 

Chap.II. — Of the natural hiftory, cufloms^ trade^ and government of Sdo. 

A GRE AT part of Scio confifts of rocky mountains and hills, and even the foil of 
the plains k but poor, and naturally fit only for trees; but they are very induftrious 
and the inhabitants bellow great labour on it. The greateft part of the mountains are 
of a lead coloured marble, ftreaked with white; they have alfo about the city and 
plain fome quarries of a reddifli free-ftone, it being a rocky foil. The air of Scio is 
confequently very good; but the great comraunicatiou it has with other parts is the 
caufe that they often have the plague; they alfo feel tliofe earthquakes which do more 
damage on the neighbouring continent. There are feveral winter torrents' but very 
few rivulets that run all the year; however, they have a great number of fine fpriuffs, 
and findiratei-almoft in all places where they dig; that of the plain of Scio is not 
reckoned lo good as the water of the rocky countries, 

Ihe ever-green oak, the pine, the wild maftic tree, and the caroub, are the only 
trees that I obferyed growmg wild, except a very few common oaks ; but by improvi 
ment they have all forts of fruit trees, and the mulberry-tree for their fdk has a great 
place among them; they have alfo the terebinth-tree, the rind of which they cut to let 
the turpentij^ run out upon ftones, which they place under it; they call it Crementina 
and by the Druggifts it is called Terebintina, and Turpentine, and does not dry to a 
gum, but IS preferved m vafes; it is efteemed the bell that is made, though the tree is 
very common in Syria: they have cotton here for their own ufe, and a very fmall 
^antity of flax, and fome corn, but not fulEcient for the confumption of the iflanii 
there bang much com imported from the continent of Alia, and fometimes from Alex! 
andria. Ihe herbage here is fo fcarce, that they give their catUe the cotton flirubs to 
eat when the cotton is gathered, and preferve the dried leaves of the vines for them in 

. 1 . ^ of wild beaft, except foxes and hares: mules are generally ufed 

throughout the ifland, and they fell fome of them at great prices; the humble aft ferves 
the poorer fort of people there being only a few of the top families in the city who ufe 
horfes; they have no wheel carriages. Thewant of herbage makes all forts of meat 
very dear, except goat s Aelh, which they have on the mountains; but flieep are fo 
Icarce, that m the villages of Maftic, every ftnuly almoft has a doraeftic ewe for 
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breeding, which follows them about like a dog. They have now no Jomeftic partridges 
that come at a whiftle, but great plenty of wild ones of the red fort. 

Befides the original natives, there are here fome noble Greek himili&s, who retired 
from Conftantinople, when it was taken by the Turks; they have ^fo fetrral Genoefe 
families on this illand, but only thofe of the name of Juftimam ^^d Grimald!, who are 
noble and rich; of the former there are about ten families. Ihis iflandis rich, and 
exceedingly well peopled, mfomuch that every thing is mce as dear as it is m Candia; 
thev compute that there are a hundred thoufand inhabitants, of which hi^f are in the 
city, and in the villages about the plain, and of thefe three thoufand are Roman 
Catholics, who are all of Genoefe extraaion, and call themfelves Italians. There are 
about forty families of Jews in the caftle, and five thoufand Turks, the reft are all 
Greeks, there being no Turks in the villages. The Greeks have a biQiop, whom they 
call metropolitan; and the Romans have one likewife, who is chofen by the pope out 
of fix natives of the country, nominated by the chief people among them, as they 
informed me, though I find the prefent, who is the firll fince their churchy were 
deftroyed on the Venetian invafion, was put in by the pope without any nommahon; 
they have about fifty Roman priefts, who celebrate according to the Latin rite, lome 
few of them have been educated in Rome, and all the Roman Cathohcs or lalhion ipeak 
Italian very well. The government here has corrupted the language m the city m luch 
a manner, that the country people talk by much the purer Greek. In the convent of 
Neamone, and in the city, there are priefts that teach the old Greek; thofe who under- 
ftand it are reckoned to fpeak the beft modern Greek, and often ufe old words; and 
if they would come into thecuftom of ftudying the antient Greek m all parts, it might 
be a great means to purify and improve the modern language. , ... 

As to the genius of the people, they are indtiftrious, and fiiarp in acquinng, but 
luxurious and extravagant on the days when they have repofe from ther employs: 
they are very dextrous in managing affairs, and one may make a conjedure ot their 
capacities from a reafon a Sciote gave me why they had fo few Je^vs there, which was, 
be^ufe the people were too fhai'p for them. The Greeks and Roman Cathohcs have 
a great averfionto one another, and thofe of one profellion are not Chriftians in the 
iudgment of the other; the Francifcans of propaganda fide, and tlie Capuchins, have 
a fmall convent in the city; the former under the Dutch proteaion, and the latter 
under the French, to whom they are chaplains; there are in the ifland three nunneries 

and eight convents. ^ l j 

The drefs of the men here is much the fame as that of Candia. The youth and 
people of falhion, when in the country, wear trowfers, with flioes and {lockings. The 
garments of the ladies come but a tittle below their knees, and they are dreffed all in 
white, even to their flioes, except that tlieir coat is often of damalk, or fome other 
coloured filk, but without fleeves; they wear a head drefs, which is particular to the 
Sciotes, it is of a ftiffened fine muflin, made fo as to Hand up very high, extends out 
far on the right fide, and is called a Capalh; they are very fair and beautilul, and the 
men alfo are comely. The women are not Iby^ but have a certain air of affurance and 
fimplicity that feemed to befpeak their virtue, for they appeared to me to be 
women; and though I have heard generd refleftions made on them, yet I was affured 
that the charafter of their being otherwife is owing to fome inferior people among 
them, who go out of the illand chiefly to get into fervices. Their open mmner 
behaviour feems to be owing to fome certain .cuftoms they have; for vifiting is not m 

falhion t but the houfes in the ftrcets having all ftone feats before them, the^ women 
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heft fadiion, as well as the vulgar, on Sundays and holidays, fit almoft all day m the 
ftreets and the men come and ftand by them, and hold a converfation, or they thl- 
courfe with one another. In the villages the men and women dance together in the 
public fquares, and the mothers and the virgins fit round till midnight, and enjoy the 
converfations of their neighbours; it feems to be a cuftom continued from the antient 
Greeksj among whom dancing was looked on as a great perfeSion, wne^as with me 
Romans it was hardly confillent with the character of a modeft woman. Though there 
is no jealoufy, yet the men hardly ever go into the houfes of any that are not relations^ 
and not ohen even to thofe; the women alfo rarely go into one anothers homes,^ as 
they eniov converfation in this public manner ; nor is it the cuftom to make any invita¬ 
tions to entertainments, not even of ftrangers, much lefs to lodge them m their houfes. 
I'he women fpin filk, and do other bufinefs at home, never ftirrmg out, but on bundap 
and holidays. The Franks have little trade, and no merchants here; but the French 
have a conful, and one of Genoefe extradtion is conful both to the Engliih and 

The chief trade of the ifland is an export of manufadlured damaCks and other frlks ; 
to carry on which they import yearly from Tin6, and a place near^ Salonica, about 
twelve thoufand okes, their own produce of raw filk not being fufficieot. ^^They fend 
thefe manufadiures to Conftantinople, Smyrna, and other parts, the natives pay mg 
only a duty of half per cent, whereas foreigners pay five; every oke of raw filk brought 
into the town pays iixteen meclins duty, and all that is exported^ a medin a pike* 
Another great export is lemons and China oranges. Their import Is oil from Candia 
and Mytilene, both for lamps and eating; and wine from Ipfara and Mycone, though 
they have much good wine here, but it is not fufEcient for their ufe; they import com 
from Afia* The public revenue arifes from the cuftoms, and from the poll tax of fix 
to ten dollars a head^ according as it is fixed on the villages, except the ^llages of 
Maftic, in which they pay only three dollars ; alfo there is a fmall rent paid for lands, 
and the governor pays in the whole about three hundred purfes, and raifes four hun¬ 
dred, that is, between forty and fifty thoufand pounds. 

This ifland was .ufually governed by a paflia, who was generally a dflgraced perfon; 
and the Chriflians had five deputies, tv^o of them Roman Catholics, and two Greeks, 
who h^d great power, decided all civil caufes between Chrillians, and could apprehend 
all Chriftian offenders, fend them to be judged by the cadi, and require them either to 
be fent out of the country, or executed; but about twenty years ago the deputies, on 
fome pretence, were carried to Conftantinople and iinprifoned, and then a mofolem 
was fent infteadof a paflia, and in the place of deputies they have only, as they have 
in other iflands, vicardi, I fiippofe, a corruption of vicarii; they have thefe in the fame 
manner as the deputies, but with lefs power, however they can remonftrate; and if 
the mofolem does any thing unlawfully, they can move the affair to the cadi; but if 
that officer and the other governor are united they can do little; however, the cadi often 
calls them to be prefent at any difputes beween Chrillians; and they are frequently 
made referees in many .cafes between them at this time j and lately they caufed a gover¬ 
nor to be removed and puniflied j however, the governor, on the leaft pretext,^ will' 
fine, which is the punilhment for thofe that are rich, and render themfelves obnoxious. 
One of the Juftiniani is always one of the mo Roman vicardi, and often one of the- 
Grimaldi, and one of the richell Greeks; their office continues for one year, and is 
very troublefome; they name their fucceifors. When they had deputies the people 
paid no rent for their lands, and the deputies could levy money for their public 
expences; but when the deputies were laid afide, a valuation was made of all uie- 
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lands, and a fmall rent fixed on them: the mofl: any one pays does not amount to 
above lix or feven poimds a year, and fometimes a poor village does not pay more, 
h'or in fome of the inland mountainous parts, where they are very poor, the live by 
trucking every thing, cannot fell the w'ine they have, by reafon of the difficulty of 
carriage, and raife what money tliey muft have by their little flocks of Iheep. Every 
village is governed by a vicardi, who fometimes is the parifli prieft, and is appointed 
yearly in the fame mimner; his office is much the fame as that of the head vicardi, to 
lend offenders to the cadi, and alfo to levy all public tax^, or to affift in ib The cadi of 
the ifland is fent every feven or eight months from Conftantinople; his jurifdiction 
extends to Gefme, on the continent; he fends his deputy about to all the villages, to 
retide in each eight or ten days, in order to decide difputes, but principally to raife 
money by flues for offences. 

f 

Chap, in. — Of the ifland of Ipfara. 

WE failed fromVoliflb for Ipfara in about five hours, which, they fay, is forty 
■miles diftant, though I conjecture that cape Melanon is but twenty miles from the 
nortli-eall point of Ipfara; Strabo computes it to be only fifty ftadia, though if he had 
faid a hundred and fifty, it would be nearer the true diftance. Our boatmen looked 
out very lharply, to fee if there were any Maltefe in the port of Ipfara. I faw the ifland 
of Andros to the fouth, Schiro to the weft, and the cape of the Negropont, called 
cape Diro, which is die old promontory Cephareus, and was famous for the Ihipwreck 
of the Greek fleet. We arrived at Ipfara, called by Strabo, Pfyra, who lays, 

it had a city of th-e fame name; but he is miftaken in the circumference of the ifland, 
for it is computed to be eighteen miles round, whereas he makes it but forty ftadia or 
five miles. The ifland is high and rocky on the north and eall fides, and is about 
fix miles long and three broad; on die fouth fide there are two bays.; in that to 
the weft is the fmall ifland of Saint Demetrius, which has its name from a chapel 
on it, within which there is a good port to anchor; and the Corfairs forofitinies 
ride there in bad weather, but oftener at the uninhabited ifland called Antipfera, which 
is before this bay, and is about three miles in circumference. Between the two bays 
there is a fmall beach at the bottom of a very fliallow bay, which is made by two rocky 
heights; on that to the call is the chapel of faint John Baptift, and a deep ciftern fimk 
into the rock and foundations of what feems to have been walls of a caftle, the rock on 
which it ftands bang very high; what they call the caftle is fituated on the weftern 
he%ht, and is enclofed only with the walls of their houfes, and has but one entrance; 
it is about a quarter of a mile round. The prefent town is on a gentle defeent on two 
fides of the caftle, probably on the fpot of the antient city, and may be half a mile in 
circumference; the houfes are low and ill built, moll of them confifting only of one 
floor. In the caftle is the principal church of faint Nicholas, near which I found three 
or four antient reliefs, and a fliort Greek infeription or two of no importance. There 
are fome reliefs alfo in the church of faint John, and on a houfe near it; there is another 
church in the town; at a little chapel by the fea fide, called faint Luke, there is a 
Greek infeription, in which the antient name of the people is mentioned. They lay 
that there are thirty churches in the ifland, though in going the whole length of it I 
could fee but thirteen; and as there are no Turks in the ifland, they have bells to 
their churches. I went to the north end to fee the poor convent of the virgin Mary, 
wliich belongs to the city, and has only three caloyers in it. The ifland confifts of a 
flaty ftone, with fcveral veins of white marble in it; the high mountain to the north, 
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on wliich the chapel of Taint Efias is fi mated is moftly of a grey marble; there is alfo 
here a baftard crumbling granite of a red colour, a little refembiing porphyry. They 
have good fprmgs, bur no herbage, the ground being covered only with fevaal dwarf 
Ihrubs; they have no trees that grow naturally, and only a few figs, which they plant ;• 
they have a fniall quanuty of cotton and corn, and are fupplied from Afia with, the 
latter; the great produce of the ifiand is a very good firong red wine, which they export 
to Scio; the old wme fells for about a halfpenny a quart, and tlie new for half that 
price; the louth and middle parts of the iflaiid confift of fraall hills, and two little 
plams on the two bays; and all of it feeins to be excellent foil; the fides of the 
mountains 111 many parts are improved vith vineyards; they ufe oxen for the plough, 
and affes for burthen and riding, and they have Tome flieep and goats. The neoplel 
who are all Greeks are computed to be about a thoufimd, two hundi-ed of whom pay 
the poll tax; they live all in the town, but have huts in the country, where they Itay 
durmg the bufy ieafons of the year; they are faid to be brave courageous men, and 
have freed tliemfelves from the dread of the Maltefe, by Allying out, and killing fome 
c defeent, and taking feveral of them prifonersj^. and fiiice that time 

they hr^e never chfturbed them. The men wear a fort of fandals made of raw hide 
and tied with thongs round the foot and ancle : the women have a veil or towel, that 
comes over their heads, and is brought round the neck, and fometimes they put it over 
the chin and mouth; but they expofe their brealts in a very indecent maimer, which 
feenaed rather owing to an ignorance of decorum, than out of lewdiiefe; they have 
nather phylician, chirurgeon, nor lawyer. They are governed here as at Scio by three' 
yic^di, but all of them are labourers; the cadi of Scio fends his deputy to this bland 
m his progrefs to d^ide their difputes : they pay two purfes a year to the captain paflia 
or lord Ingh admiral, to whom all the iflands belong which are not governed by a palha 
or mofolem ; fo that Cyprus, Rhodes, Candia, Negropont, Scio, and MytileiiJ^, do 
not belong to the admiml. In ecclefiallical affairs they are fubjeeb to the patriarch of 
Conftantmople, as all the iHands are where there are no bifiiops. The patriarch has a 
liy vicar refidmg here, who is alfo over Voliflb and Perieh in Scio; his chief bufinefs 
. is^to fend people to the bifliop of Scio to be ordained j they pay tliirty dollars a year to 
the patriarcji, «'ceived by the vicar of Scio, and they have only five priefts in 

the whole ifland. 1 hey have no trade but the export of their wine, and the import of 
It neceffariesthey w^ant; as it is an open bay, they draw, up their 
ittle barks md boata ta the Land. The fiime day I arrived I went to fee the convent on 
t e other fide of ifland; and, as I returned, fome countrymen w^ho were eating 
bread and fifh, called to me to rake part with them, and they feemed much pleafed 
with my compliance. I lay m my boat, but as it rained, and the wind was contrary, 
the next day I removed with all my baggage into the chapel of faint Luke at the port. 
O^n the eve of faint Luke they performed devotions in the chapel; the women or 
children, brought fmall w^ cMdle, and a plate or balket of boiled >'heat, on 
wmch eimer raifins, or the mfide of pomegranates was ftrew^ed ; fome alfo brought 
cakes of bread-; when the fennee was finilhed, all but the boiled wheat was diftributed 
to the people m or near the church. On the fellival they brought lenfigs and brandy, 
which were given to tlie people m the fame manner; all which feems to be fome re! 
mamsof theantient cufroin of having all things in common, and eating their bread 
together in Imglenefs or heart- ® 

Cardamilla in Scio, where I 

^lydlene*^^ ^ ^ the next evening arrived at the port of 
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Chap. IV, — Of the ifland of Mytilene^ the antieni Lejbus, 

THE ifland of Lefbus, fo often mentioned by the Greek hiftorians, j® cabled 
Mytilene, from the old name of its capital city, which it ftill retains. The I^ibians 
were formerly famous for their fleet; they were at firfl: under kings, and then became 
a republic, governed by a council of the fuperior rank of people, [>7 allembly 

of the common people, whofe decrees are feon in fonie inTcriptions {till rernaming^ m 
the ifland. At one time feme perfons of greatell interefl ufurped a fort oi tyranmcai 
power over their fellow citizens ; among thefe was Pittaciis, one of the fevOT \\ ife men, 
who, out of a public fpirit contrived to get all the power into his own hands, and then 
reftoredto his country their antient liberty. Thucydides gives a particular account ot 
the oppofition the people of Mytilene gave the Athenians, who fubduing them, made 
a decree to cut off all the people of that city ; but a party m favour of the Mytilenmis 
afterwards prevailing, they repealed that decree \ the account of w^hich arrived berore 
the former was executed Mytilene, the antient capital of the was lituated 

on the fpot of the prefent city of that name, which is called alfo Callro ; it is on the 
north fide of the ifland towards the call end, and is only feven miles aim a hair uom 
the moft eallern point of the ifland, which was antiently cahed caps Malta; wnica 
diftance was probably computed to the head of land which makes the bay oi M\ Lilene, 
where the ealt end of the ifland begins ; for the whole eallern point leems to have been 
called cape MaUa. The old city appears to have been built on the plain near the lea, 
and on the fide of the hill to the fouth of it, and to have extended along the plam to 
the eafl of that hilh There 'was an ifland before tlie city about a mile in circumference, 
which was well inhabited, and is now joined to the land by an ilthmus, which may be 
about a furlong wide, and of much the fame length, -and they have ftill a tradition of 
its being an ifland 5 there was a port on each fide of it, as there is at this time j trat 
to the fouth-eaft was defended by two moles, of which there are now feme ruins; the 
entrance is between them ; the other port to the north-weft was defended by a mole, 
of which there are ftill great remains ^ the port to the fouth is now only frequented by 
large fhips. The city was formerly very lai^ge, and one fees in all parts of it many fine 
pieces of grey marble, which are remains of the antient buildings, and feveral imperie£t 
inferiptions; and at the entrance to the palace of the biftiop, there is a very curious 
antient chair cut out of one block of white marble, Pittacus, one of the leven wife 
men of Greece, was of this city, and fo were Alcaeus and Sappho the poets, and alfo 
Theophanes the hiftorian, %vho had the honour to enjoy the friendfhip of Pompey the 
great, and his fon was made procurator of Afia by Auguftus. The prefent city is on 
the neck of land that leads to the peninfula, and on each fide of it on the fhore, and 
likewife to the fouth, it extends up the fide of the hill j it is about a mile in circum¬ 
ference, and is well built. The caftle is on the top of the high rocky peninfula, and 
is near three quarters of a mile in compafs, conlifting of the old and new caftle which 
are contiguous, but have their diftinft governors and bodies of militia; they are m- 
habited only by Turks, and Franks are not permitted to go into them. The ruins of 
the old city extend a confiderable way to the weft. I was told that there are in the 
caftle, the arms and cypher, or name of one of the emperors Palasologi; and that 
there is'a ftohe coffin in a mofque, which, they fay, is the tomb of Sappho. If this 
caftle was built by the Greek emperors, it is probable that it was much improved by 
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the Genoefe whea they were in pofleffion of the iflanJ. As well as I could be informed, 
the ifiand was at that time the property of a family of the name of Catanifi, who were 
lords of Lefbiis; and it is faid when the city was befieged by fultan Amurath, a lady 
of one of thefe Catanifi, fallied out at the head of the citizens, and raifed the fiege. 
There are in the city a great number of Greeks, three or four Greek churches, and 
only a few families of Armenians. The French have a vice-conful here, who has a 
chape! and chaplain in his houfe, and there are two or three French faftors of the mer¬ 
chants of Smyrna. The Englilli alfo have a Greek vice-ponful. The bilhop has the 
title of metropolitan, though I could not find that he has any jurifdiftion over the 
other bilhop; both being put in by, and immediately fubjeft to the patriarch of Coii- 
ftantinople. In this city, as well as in feme other parts of the Archipelago and Greece, 
they have a prieft who has ftudied at leaft the literal Greek, preaches, and has the title 
of Didalkalos and Logiotatos [Moll learned}, which latter is given to moft of the 
priefts; the perfon here in that charatler had ftudied feveral years at Padoua. As they 
are generally envied by the other ignorant priefts, fo they are commonly drove from 
one place to another. 

They have a great trade in this city in building large/hips and boats, with the wood 
of pine, which they ufe even to the keels of the flfips; they bring the timber from the 
continent, there being no place there fecure from the corlairs for the building of them. 
Thefe veflels are veiy light,, and laft for ten or twelve years, it being a timber full 
of rofin, and faid to be ;inuch more durable than that of Europe; they ufe alfo iron 
nails in building; andhiftead of crooked timber, they faw the wood to the fhape that is 
neceiTary for building, _ As to the other branches of trade, it is the fame here as 
throughout the w'hole ifland, and confifts in a very great export of oil of olives to 
France, and to many parts of the Levant, which latter is carried on by fmall veffels 
or boats. They have alfo very good fcamony and althea here, and I faw a great 
quantity of alfcermes, but they do not make any ufe of it. They have lilcewife an 
^port of tar extraflred from their pines. 

On the twenty-fecond of Oaober, / fet out to make a tour round the ifland, in 
company with fome gentlemen of the French nation, and under the protefliion of a 
janizary. The ifland is mountainous; one chain of hills that are moftly rocky, confifts 
chiefly of marble, and runs the whole length of the ifland; another croffes k towards 
the weft end; the whole ifland abounds much in hot baths. We went along the north- 
fide of it, and obferved that the ruins of the old city extended a confiderable way to the 
weft, and there are marks of the city wall which was carried up the hill. Going about 
two miles from the city, we came to a hot bath, which is little frequented; the waters 
are warm, and have no particular tafte. We went in between the mountains, about 
a mile to the fouth, where there are remains of a very magnificent aquedua of grey 
marble rufticated, built acrols the valley; the water having run a confiderable way 
on the fide of the hills from the fouth-weft, pafl'ed thefe arches, and then went in 
channels round to Mytilene. Returning into the road along the north-ude of the ifland 
about two leagues to the weft of the city, there are hot baths near the fea; they are 
rather falter than the fea water, and are now much ufed for bathing, as it appears they 
were by the antients; there are great ruins of buildings about them, particularly of a 
colonnade. leading to them from the fouth, the pedeftals of which remain • there are 
alfo feveral inferiptions about this place. A little beyond the baths there are remains 
of a caftle of the middle ages, built with fquare towers at the corners, in which there 
are feveral pieces of marble of the anfient buildings. Beyond the middle of the ifland 

IS a large head of land, which I take to be the promontory Argenum of Ftolemv* 
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to the eail of it there is a bay, near which is a village on a Iiill called Manoncia. I 
conjeftured that the village iEgirus was about tliis place, and iliat from this bay to 
•the bay of Pyrrha was the narrowed part of the illand, which, Strabo fays, was only 
twenty ftadia, though i; ^eems f'’ be much more; oppofite to this cape is the deepen: 
part of die bay of Adf' inyttii; .n, in which there ai-e a great number of iflands, called 
now Mufeonili, and ' f old Hecatonnefi, that is, the ifles of Apollo, Hecatus being 
one of his names ; rome fay there were twenty, others forty of them; one of them 
called Mufconifi, in diftinffion from the red, has a town of Greeks on it, and perhaps 
it may be the ifland Pordofelena of Strabo; all the others are now uninhabited; but 
I was informed that one of thofe near Mufconifi w'as formerly frequented by herdfmen 
for padurage, aird that there are fome figns of an antient bridge to it. This may 
be the ifland which Strabo mentions before die town of the ifland of Pordofelena; for 
there was a town in it of the fame name then deferted, and a temple dedicated to 
Apollo. Near the land of Mytileiie there are three or four very fmall iflands, called 
the Tockmack illaniis, I fuppofe, from a village of that name in Mytilene, which 
is near thofe iflands. The people of the ifland fay, that the village of Tockmack is 
the neared place on this fide to Caloni, which is on the bay that was called Pyrrha by 
rhe antients, but they affirm that thofe places are four hours didant, that is, about 
eight miles. On the north-wed cape of the ifland is the town of Molivo; about four 
miles to the ead of it, on the Ihore, are the ruins of a bath ; and on the beach below, 
there is a fource of hot water which feemed to have a tafte of fulphur ; and about half 
way between this and Molivo, there is a fmali bath in repair, the waters of which are 
warm, but have no particular tade. 

Molivo is the antient Methymna; it is built up the fide of the hill, at that high point 
of land which makes the north-wed comer of the ifland. Methymna was computed 
to be thirty-three miles and three quarters from Sigrium, and feven miles and a half 
from the fhore of the continent, though it is now computed to be eighteen miles over, 
and it cannot be much lefs; the town is a mile in circumference; on the fummit of 
the hill there is a cadle, about half a mile in compals, which is inhabited by Turks, 
who have here their feveral bodies of foldiers with their agas, as at Mytilene. Prom 
the cadle wedward the ground declines, and makes a fort of a plain Ipot at the very 
point, on which one fees fome little figns of the old city Methymna, particularly the 
foundations of' the city walls on the fouth-fide of the hill, and the ruins of a large 
drong tower or cadle over the prefent little bafm on the fouth, w^hich is made by art 
for fmall boats; it is probable that the city extended from the end of the point, about 
half a mile, to that deep ground on which the prefent town dands; there are not above 
two hundred Chridians here, who have three Churches, for it is in a manner a 
Turkifli mwn. The biftiop of Methyi^a refides at Caloni, and the Greeks are fo very 
ignorant, that they imagine Caloni was Methymna, becaufe the bilhop retains the old 
title. In this city the famous mufician Arion was born, who is faid to have been 
carried on a dolphin ; Terpandrus alfo was of this ifland, who added three llrings to the 
lyre, which before had only four; tlie Lefbiaiis haviitg been formerly very famous in 
the art of mufic. The head of land on which Molivo dands, together ivith a fmall 
point of liuid to the fouth, makes a bay to the fouth-ead, and there is an ifland before 
it, which is a defence to the harbour ; this is the port of Molivo for large fliips, where 
they often load with oil; it is alfo called the port of Petra, from a village of that 
name which lies on it, and feems to have its name from a high rock in the middle 
of the town, which is inacceflible every way, except on the north-fide, and being 
enclofed at top with a W'all, about a hundred yards in circumference, they depofit in i- 
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all- their valuable effe£lSj when they apprehend any danger from the corfairs: they 
have alfo a chapel there to the Virgin Mary, mid a church in the town, there being 
a confiderafale number of Chriftians in this little place. We travelled on to the fouth, 
nioltly on the^ fides of the hills near the fea, and came to a narrow peninfula • it is 
a Itfong lilTiation, and I expefted to have .feen fome ruins on it; on each fide of the 
ilthmus, there is a very' good port called Calas-Litnneonas [the Fair Havensl. Further 
cn there is another fmalier peninfula, about which there are many ruins, particularly 
a wall on the nortli-fide of a rivuletthis feem to be the antient Antiffa, which was 
between Signum and Methymm. It is faid to have been formerly an ifiand*; and 
loine on diis account conjedure that Iflk was the antient name of Lefbust; tlie inha¬ 
bitants of this place were fent to Metbynina, from which time the ruin of the antient 
city may be dated+. We came to a large village of Turics called Teionia; there is 
a nunnery about two niiles to the eaft of it, at a place called Peribole, in which they 
have a manulatfure of ftiifl's made of filk and flax. About tliis pbee fome accident 
happemng to the mule on which the Have rode, and which I had bought in Candia, 
he cliofe to walk, and loft his way, fo that we could hear nothing of him ; but the 
'7 ^ the janizai'y in fea:*ch of him, who brought him to me juft as I arrived’ 
at Mytileiie. The flave faid, that towards night he was about an hour from the fea 
people, who condu£ted him to the aga of their village, who fent a man 
with him the next day to Caloni, where he w'as carried to the bifhop, who defiFned' 
to lend Inin to Mytilene, when the janizary found him. But the janizary, in order 
to get money out of me, faid, that he went to feveral places, according to the accoiinE 
he him, but coining to the village where the flave lodged the firft nmhn met' 

with the men wiio brought him to that place ; they offered to condua him to the flave 
lor a reward, which being agreed on, they carried him to Caloni, where, as he faid, 
they had placed him, that they might get foraetfiing by him, and that he might nof 
fall into the hands of the aga. “ 

■n promontory of Sigriiim, now called cape Sigri, is the fouth-weft point of the 
iflandj the port of Sign is made by a fraall cape to the north, and by an ifland before 
It; to toe eait of it there is a convent on a very high rocky mountain, to which the alcent 
IS very difficult; it is called Upfelo monafterio [The high monaftery], and is a very 
cold fituation. Ihe hills all tliis way, as far as port Caloni, are reeky and barren, 
and aftord a very unpleaflmt profpea to a traveller. A league to the eaft of this 
momitain there is a large village called Ereffo on the fide of a hill, it is mortly inhabited 
by Uinihans, ^d foorn it one enters into a plain by the fea on the fouth-fide of the 
ifland. io the fouth-eaft part of this plain there is a fmall hill, on which the antient ' 
city of Ereflus ft<Md placed by the anrients two miles and a quarter from cape Sieri 
though It cannot be lefs ttian two leagues. The top of the hill is of an oval fi<rure’ 
mid there are great remains of the W'all tuat -ncompaffed it, and of a round tower at 
Ae eaft end ; I raw near it an entablatu.-e of v uitemarble, in the frieze of which ther- 
is an imperfeS: Greek mfcnptioii; I obfei ; :d ievt:rai .lirge cifterns under ground and 
th^e appears to have been a confiderabie ■ uOurb round the hill, at the foot of which ' 
law a wall built of ilones of five or fix tides each ; a fign of great antiquity. From ■ 
fois place I travelled northward between tl) .- moauraitis, and tunnng to die 4 ft paffed 
forough a Village; about two leagues to foe noiLh-eaft of it we came to the gulph of 
Calom, and to a narrow part of it, which is about a league from the entrance of the ■ 
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bav Juft without this narrow part there is a fmall ifland, on which there is ^ J 
Srch and on the weft fide, on the height near the ferry remains of a w_all ^^nch 
•was built to fupport the hanghig ground ; it is hkewife built of Hones of 
This gulph of Caloni extends to the north in between the land at leaft four l^ag ^, 
and if about a league broad, being Ihut in by a narrow entrance not a mile er, and 
would be a very good harbour, if there was depth of water; at the further end o 1 is 
a fmall town caUed Caloni, near which I was informed that there is a convent and _a 
Lnnerv the latter is of the fame kind as thofe in Scio; I was informed that there is 
rfmaulonvent to die north-eaft of ErelTo. The antient Pyrrha muft have been on 
this bav of Caloni, a great part of the country on the eaft fide of it is now called Pera, 
where I concluded from the bricks atid tiles which I faw fcattered about the fields, 
that thLe had been fome antient buildings; but as the greateft part of that city wjs 
deftroyed by the incroachment of the fea-, it cannot be expefted that there fhould be 
mw SrSiains of it This gulph muft be what Strabo calls die Pyrrhean Euripus 
fro^n^its refemblance to a narrow ftreight between two lands; and here 
be narroweft, as he fiiys it was from the Pyrrhean Euripus to the other fea near the 
village of iEglrus; he fays Pyrrha had been deftroyed, and that it had a port, frpm 
whicl that IS from the north-eaft corner of it, Mytilene was only ten nuies iftant 
though it cannot be lefs than fifteen, as it is now com^puted. 1 he country to_ the eaft 
of this bay for about two leagues to the mountains abounds wnth corn, and is caHed 
Bafilika/there are in it five or fix villages, which are moftly inhabited by Turks 
there are fome baths here of very hot waters, which are now frequented, as they 
appear to have been formerly from the ruins that are feen about them. Ihey ufe the 
waters for bathing, and alfo drink them, though they have *ound fait in them; Aere 
feems alfo to be a compofition of iron and fiilphur m them, and I believe, a very 
degree of copper ; they are very purging, and much efteenied for removing dmgerous 
obftru£lions and fcrophulous diforders. Near thefe baths are fome other hot wa ers 
not frequented, which probably are of the lame nature Further to the 
the mountains, there is a fmall convent of the virgm Mary. From this place the road 
goes through the middle of the ifland to the north-eaft, over the mountains toPortleri^ 
or as it is called by the failors, Ifort Oliviere; the entrance of it is near to the eaft 
end of the ifland, and opens to the fouth-eatt; it is a large bafin encompaffed with 
hills covered with wood, the entrance is fo narrow that it is not feen from withm; lo 
that the port appears like a large lake; it is about two leagues long and near a league 
broad; the water is very deep, and it is one of the moft beautiful ports I ever faw; 
the ftiips often come into it to be loaded with oil. On the fotith-fide of it there 
feven or eight villages, called the villages of lera, retaining the name of the antient city 
Hiera fpoken of by Pliny, as deftroyed i and neither Strabo nor Ptolemy make 
mention either of the town or port. To the weft of thefe villages, and of foe hwbour, 
there is a fmall convent at a place called Quatrotrito, which belongs to the bijhop ot 
Mytilene, and is a fort of a country-houfe for that prelate; to the fouth-weft of it, on 
the hills, there is a large rich village called Aiaffo; it has a great revenue from the oil 
of the olive-trees that grow on the mountains, and pays no other r^t^for the lands, 
but a certain quantity of tar every year for the ufe of foe grand fignior’s naval 
ment; they make it of the pine-trees that groiy on the mountains. On the north-hde ot 
the port there are hot baths, probably of a limeftone water, for they have ^alte; 
froni this place foe road goes over the hills about two leagues to Mytilene. I oblerved 
on a hill near the torni feveral round ftones of foe pyrites kind. Among many other 
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great men of this itiand were Theophraftus and Phaiuas, the Peripatetic philofophers, 
and difciples of Ariftotle j the former being efteemed by Ariftotle himfelf, the moft 
eloquent of all his fcholars, on which account his great matter gave him that name, and 
decided a controverfy in relation to his fucceflbr, by calling for tw'o forts of wine, and 
giving the preference to the Letbian, 

illand is governed by an oiEcer called a Nafir, who receives all the revenues 
of it, which arife from a fifth part of the produce of the ifland from Chriftians, and 
a feventh from Turks; and this officer appoints agas over a certain number of villages. 
The two cities of Mytilene and Mofivo are governed each by its mofolem, and have 
a catU for adminiftering juftice. The foil of this ifland is very rich, though tliere is 
but little of it improved, inlbmuch that they have not com fufficient for their own con- 
fumption; the people, efpeciaily the Greeks, being very flothful, and fupported by the 
produce of their (Jil, which requires but a little labour only at one feafon of the year j 
for the women and children gather up the olives as they drop, which being gromid by 
horfe mills,^ are preffed with large fcrew preflTes, which they have for that purpofe ; 
and the oil is put into Ikins. The women have no better character for their chaftity, 
nor the men for their fobriety, than in former times. As this ifland is fo near the 
continent, it is much infefied with robbers in tlie fummer, who come over in fmall 
boats, attack people in the road, and if they apprehend any danger, return to the 
continent with their booty, or lie lurking in the woods. 

Chap. V. — Of the Ifland of Tenedos, 

, 1 had been at Conftantinople I w'ent from the Dardanels to T^nedos. This 

ifland was called by the antients Calydna, and there are two iflands to the fouth of it, 
W'^hich are now called by the fame name ; it was alfo called Leucophrys. The antients 
fay, that it was five miles from the continent, but now it is computed to be nine, thirty 
from Imbrus, twenty from cape Jenichahere, or Sigeum, and ninety from Mytilene; 
It IS five miles long and four broad : the antients computed it to be eleven miles and a 
quMter in circumference. The city of this ifland was reckoned among thofe of Aiolia, 
and It is faid to have had two ports, one of which, I ftippofe, is the port mow fre¬ 
quented, and the other is to the wefi: of the caftle clofe to the town, which is expofed 
to the north wind. The Grecian fleet that came agmnfl: Troy lay here, but it was not 
then efteemed a good port. The road for ftiipping towards the continent is looked 
on as very fafe. There was a temple here to Sminthean Apollo, which probably was 
m the fine efplanade before the caftle, where there now remain fome fluted pillars of 
white marble, which are about two feet and a half in diameter. The only towm on the 
ifland is fituated towards the north-eaft corner of it, in which there are tw'o hundred 
Greek families, and three hundred Turkilli; the former have a church and three poor 
convents in the town, and are under the bifliop of Mytilene; the caftle is a large 
high builffing, on a little rocky cape between the two ports, having a large efplanade 
to the land; it is very probable Aat this caftle, or fome part of it, maybe the remains 
or the granaries that J^uftinian built to preferve the corn which was brought from Egypt 
from being fpoiled, in cafe the ftiips which were bound to Conftantinople fljould be 
detained by contrary winds. The country about the town is rocky and unimproved, 
and the Turks will not permit them to cultivate that quarter ; but on the noith-fide 
there is a fmall Ipot well improved. This ifland belongs to the captain bafliaw, and 
only maintams the jamzaries of the caftle; the chief export is good wine and brandy. 
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Chap. VI. — Of the JJland of Lemnos. - 

PROM the road of Tenedos we failed to Lemnos j paffing to the foutli of Imbrus,- 
•which is thirty miles from Tenedos, and is fituated to- the foutb-weft of the cape, 
that is at the entrance of die Dardanels j this ifland was facred to Mercury, and has 
on it five or fix villages, in two of which there are caftles 1 there are filver mines to¬ 
wards the fouth part of the ifland, but the ore requires fo much lifthargy of lead to be; 
mixed with it, that it does notanfwer the expence. 

The high ifland, called Samandrachi, is to the north-weft of it, which at fir ft had 
the name of Samos, and afterwards Samothrace, or Samos of Thrace, to diftinguifli it 
from Samos of Ionia; if I miftake not, there is only one town or village in it; the 
ifland was facred to Cybele, and file is reported to have lived in it for fome dme. It 
is faid diat Jupiter had three children here by Eleftra, grand-daughter of Atlas, namely, 
Dardanus, who founded the Trojan kingdom, Jafioii who had Corybas by Cybele, 
from whom her priefts wei'e called Corybantes, and Harmonia die w'ife of Cadmus. 
Perfes, when be was defeated by the Roirfans, fled to this ifland. 

We landed on the eaft fide of Lemnos, at a bay well Iheltered every way, except 
from the eaft; there are two villages near it called Odopole and Calliope. This ifland 
is called Lemnos by the Greeks, and by the Italian mariners Stalimene, from the Greek 
expreflion Eis te Lemno, when they fpcak of going to this ifland : Lemnos was firft in- 
Jiabited by a people of Thrace, then by the Pelafglans, and afterwards by the Athenians, 
until it became fubjefl: to the Romans. Great part of the ifland is hilly, but the plains 
and valleys are fruitfiil, produce great quantity of corn and wine, and fome filk and 
cotton, which they manufafture at home, maldng a fort of ftufl’ of filk and flax mixed, 
which is much ufed for Ihirts, and is called meles, and a fort of filk like gauze, very 
light and tranfparent, called brunjuke, which is much ufed by the ladies for their under 
garments ; they alfo export butter and cheefe made of goats milk, efpecially the latter. 
They have a ftrong middle fize race of horfes, which are remarkable for walking 
ftift. This ifland is noted for the Terra Lemnia, called both by the Greeks and Turks 
the Holy Earth; it is faid to have the fame natural virtue as the Terra Sigillata of Cala¬ 
bria, confequently it is not carried into Chriftendom, but is only ufed in the Levant. 
This earth was in efteem among the antients, who attributed the virtue of it to Vulcan’s 
falling from his hcrfe on the fide of the hill where it is-found, by which his thigh was 
broke ; a fable which is thought to have its rife from a fuppofition that they firft prac- 
tifed here the art of w'orking iron. The Greeks, and even the Turks, imagine that it 
has a miraculous vhiue, when it is taken before the fun rifes on the fifteenth of Auguft, 
which with them is the day of the afcenfion of the Virgin Marj^; for this purpole the 
Greeks and Turks, with their magiftrates, afl’emble at the place, which is called 
Aiokomo : a prieft performs a fervice about half an hour long; one of the laity 
among the Greeks killing a ftieep, which the Turks carry away and eat, the Greeks 
not eating fiefli at that time; then a man digs the earth, and throws it out; the wai- 
wode and cadi take eighty okes, each near three pounds rveight, which they lend to 
the Grand Signior, in order, as I was informed, to make the cups out of which he 
drinks, and the people take what^ they pleafe. This earth is dug on the fide of a low 
hill, which is to the foiith-weft of Cokino port, and to the north of the port called the 
Golph : the hole they have made is not large, as it lies near the furface: the earth 
refembles pipe clay; there are three thick veins which are white, and two finaller 
that are red-; the latter is moft eftceined j the people carry it home, and make it into 
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Tjalls, and feal it, as the)^have occafion, with a feal on which the Turkifh name of it i*- 
cut; and when it is taken at other times, they think it has not fo great virtue. 

About a league to the ea(l of Caftro, the chief towai of the illaiid, there are hot 
baths, which they call Therm^; die waters are lukewarm, and feein to run on a lime- 
ftone: I was told alfo, that under the caftle there is an alum water, which I did not 
fee. On each fide of the port where I landed there is a fait lake ; that to the north 
dries up in the fummer, is called Alke-Limne Qhe Salt Lake], and leaves a cake of 
fait, which they purify for the ufe of the ifland j the other, which they call the Mill- 
lake, is not fo fait, and is of no ufe. To the north of this port there is a large cape called 
Ecatokephale £the Hundred Heads], w^here there is a port of that name, on which I 
was told there are remains of an andent city called Palaiopolis; but I have reafon to 
thmk I was niifinformed, and that Palaiopolis is on a head of land to the north of 
Cokino port, which I faw from the place where the earth is dug, and is to the weft of 
Ecatokephale, becaufe travellers mention a ruined city at Cokino, as the andent 
Hephmftia. Po the fouth of thefe places, and of the road which leads to Caftro, from 
the port where 1 landed, there is a fine port called Golpho, which is near tiventy miles 
in circumference: the entrance is fo narrow that the bay appears like a large lake; to 
the eaft of it tliere is a town called Madrou, where there is a caftle; and to the weft of 
it is a large village called Sarpe. 

The chief town, Caftro, on the weft of the ifland, is about a’mile in circumference, and 
probably the andent city Myrina was on this fpot; to the weft of it there is a high 
rocky cape, on which there is a caftle very ftrongly fituated; there are about eight hun¬ 
dred families in the town, and the number of Greeks and Turks is near equal; the 
Greeks have three churches, and their bifliop refides here, who has an income of about 
four purfes a year. The waiwode has this ifland as an hereditary feud, paying about 
ninepuries a year for it to the captain bafliaw, or high admiral, who, whenever he comes 
this way, makes him pay confiderably more, on pretences that he has permitted corn 
^ to be exported contrary to law, or the like, which the waiwode is very well able to 
bear, making, at Jeaft, fifty purfes a year advantage by this ifland. A cadi .and janizer 
aga refides at this place, and the feveral military bodies are here, which are in moft 
other towns. T. here are fixty villages in the ifland, feven monafteries, and about feven 
moufand Greek families, and three thoiifand of the Turks, About tMrty miles to the 
fouth of Lemnos I faw the fniall ifland of Strati, which is uninhabited. I could get no 
iMormation of a volcano in Lemnos, which is mentioned by the antients, nor of a laby- 
rmth, that is faid to have been in this ifland. 


Chap. VII. — Of the ifland of Samos. 

FROM Mytllene we went to Smyrna, and from that city to Segigieck, Ephefus, and 
Scala Nouva, where we embarked for Samos. This ifland, when it was inhabited by 
the Canans was called Parth^as ; it afterwards had the name of Anthenms: it was 
then called Melamphylus, and laft of all Samos. It was computed to be feventy-five miles 
m circumference, and is fituated to the north-weft of the promontory Trogylimti in 
Ionia; the two eaftern points of the ifland were computed to be but feven ftadia from 
mat promontory, though both the one and the other cannot be much lefs than a league 
from the continent j the fiirtheft to the weft was called Pofidicura, or the promontory 
ofNeptune. Iheweft p^t of the ifland is the cape and mountain forrierly called 
Ampelus, which now has the name of Carabachtes, and the cape is called capeFournos, 
from the oppofite iflands j this mountain ftretches through the whole ifland to. the eaft % 

fo 
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fo that Samos is hilly, and like all the other iflands, is very rocky j it runs naturally into 
wood, of which there are all forts that grow in Afia, except that I did not obfen'e the 
cyprefs tree on this idand. 

Samos was under the Perfians and Athenians, and fometimes was governed by its 
own tyrants, or kings ; of thefe one of the moft famous was Polycrates, with whom 
Anacreon lived, who often mentions him in his poems ; Pythagoras was of this ifland 
at the fame time, but out of a diftalte of the tyranny that reigned in It, he travelled 
to Egypt, Babylon, and at laft to Italy, where he died, after having improved all thofe 
countries by his excellent philofophy. Among the Athenian citizens, who were fent 
to this ifland as a colony, was the father of Epicurus; that philofopher was educated 
here and in Teos, and afterwards went to Athens, where he was contemporary wath 
Menander the comedian. 

We firft landed at the port of Vahti, which is a bay that lies open to the noith*eafl:, 
and is a good port when there is not a very ftrong northerly wind. The town is 
fituated about half a mile from it to the fouth, and is built up the fide of a hill j there 
are in it above five hundred houfes, and fix churches, wttli a bell to each of them, as 
all the churches in the ifland have : the whole town confifts of Greek Chriftians, of 
whom there are about two hundred fouls. The convent of St. Mary is near a league 
to the north-eaft of this place. The town of Vahti lives by filhing, and by an export 
.of wine, which is very good, efpedally a white mufcadine fort, like that which is 
fold with us for Greek wine, of which thebeft fells for about a,half penny a quart. 

From Vahti I went two leagues towards the call end of the ifland j the paflage 
between it and the continent of Afia is called the boghas, that is the mouth, 
or ftreight of the paflage: one of the eighteen towns, or villages of the ifland 
called Palaiocaftro is in the way to it. To the north of it is the port Cafonefi, 
and a finall ifland in it of the fame name, lying open to the north-eaft: to the 
eaft of this is the fouth-eaft point of the ifland; there are two little bays to the 
weft, which are open to the fouth-eaft, and are excellent harbours. The two 
points of the northern port appear to be the lands which are iieareft to the continent. 
The fouthern point commands a fine view, and there are ruins of a very ftrong tower 
on it, which was probably defigned to guard the coaft. From this point, they fay, an 
iron chain went acrofs to the oppofite fide, though it is not eafy to conje&ure what 
end it could anfwer, unlefs it were to receive a tribute from fliips that paffed that way. 
On both thefe bays there appears to have been a village, each of which had a church ; 
one of them called St. Mary's, has two or three marble pillars in it lying on the ground. 
To the fouth-weft of the point, on which there are ruins of a tower, is another cape, 
and beyond that a fmall bay, to the weft of which there is a cape, which I take to be 
the promontory of Neptune; and oppofite to it is an ifland called by the antients 
Narthekis ; and over againft that is the northern point of the promontory Trogylium ; 
the fouthern part extending fomew'hat farther to the weft ; being, as Strabo obferves, 
the neareft land to Greece, at the promontory of Attica, called Sunium, from which 
it is one hundred and thirty-two miles and a half; oppofite to this point is the finall ifle 
Trogylium. There is a little bay at cape Neptune, and to the weft of it is the antient 
port of the city of Samos, now called the port of Tigaiii; which is the harbour of 
Cora, the capital town of the ifland, near a league from it. The bay is fmall, and it 
is a very bad port, being expofed to the fouth winds, from which little boats are 
iheltered by a fmall head of land ; and yet the fea runs fo high that in winter they are 
not fecure from damage. An artificial mole, now ruined, was built from the bottom 
of the bay, exteuding towards the head of land, which made the narrow entrance of 
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the antlent harbour, as it does now of the prefent. This, though it does not now 
feem to be a great work, yet it may be the remains of that mole which was efteemed 
one of the wonders of Samos, and is faid to have been two hundred and fifty paces 
long. The port within feems to have been filled up, and the fea has loft on the well 
fide, for there is a flat, about a hundred paces wide, to a broad ruin, which being an 
inclined plain, feems to have been the fon idation for fteps down to the Ihipping, which 
might come up to this place when the port was kept clean and open, and the Blips 
might lie there fecure from all winds when the pier was entire : thefe fteps were on 
the call fide of that high land, which is to the weft of the port, and feems to have 
been the fortrefs of the city towards the fea ; it is a low rocky hill, about five hundred 
paces broad from call to weft, and a hundred from north to fouth; the remaining part 
to the north being flat; the middle part of it rather higher than the reft, is a hundred 
feet fquare, and appears to have been very ftrongly fortified with a wall and foflee j 
and at a fmall diftance from it on one fide there is a fally port, cut down through the 
rock to the fea: there are great remains of very ftrong works towards the fouth j and 
on the weft fide is the bed of a winter torrent, which might fill a bafon for fmail gallies: 
to the weft of this torrent there is a plain fpot, full of pieces of columns, which feem 
to be the remains of a forum. The old city Samos extended about eight hundred 
paces beyond this to the weft; the plain being about a quarter of a mile wide to the 
foot of the hill, which was called mount Arapelus. The weftern walls extended up the 
fteep fide of this hill, and on the top of the hill to the brow on the other fide, along 
which the northern wall was continued to the eaft of the hfil, where tur nin g to the 
fouth, oppofite to the middle of the bay, it crofled a rivulet, to another low hill which 
feems to have been much inhabited, and going along to the north fide of it, it turns 
down to the fea to the pier in the middle of the bay} north of this inclofure I faw 
forae broken mai'ble coffins, fome of which were covered with the ufiial lids, and others 
with large ftones laid acrofs. The city walls are cafed infide and out with white marble, 
being filled up within with fmall ftones; they are ten, twelve, or fifteen feet thick, 
according to the ftrength of the fituation, and at the top are covered with very large 
hewn ftones; they are built with fquare towers at about fixty paces diftance, unlefs 
where the hill is fo fteep as to make them unneceflary. The walls do not feem to have 
been above fifteen feet high, but are the moll beautiful I have feen; and fome parts 
of them on the top of the hill are entire. Below there are remains of a theatre, the 
feats of which were not built on arches, but on the fide of the hill; it was two hundred 
and forty feet wide, and the fpace for the feats was eighty feet wide; it is built of 
white marble, and there are remains of an arch ten feet wide in the front of it. 
The walls are built in a very particular manner in the front; the mins appeared in 
^at manner, though probably there was an entrance in theT front. It is a ruftic build¬ 
ing, the ftones being rounded fo as to make a fegraent of near a quarter of a circle, 
and towards the lower part of every tier are knobs at certain diftances, which make it 
look more ruftic; they might be hewn fo in order to command the ftones in placing them. 

1 owards the weft fide of the town there are ruins of two or three very confiderable 
buildings, which are fo deftroyed that it is impoflibie to judge of what nature they 
were, and ther^ are many walls to the weft of them, efpecially feveral arches, fike thofe 
which are now built in the eaft for fliops; it is faid that formerly they ferved for that 
purpofe, and probably there was a town here in the middle ages, which might continue 
till the iflands were taken from the Chriftians, when they might move farther from 
the fea, not to be expoied to the infults of the corfairs. To the weft of thefe there is 
a large pond made by a wall that confines the waters which comes from the hills ; it 
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does not feem to be a very antient work, but poffibly may have been defigned for a 
mill, as there is a mill race from it on a wall, which extends to a building, where, they 
fay, there formerly was one. In this part there are likewife two or three fmall ruined 
churches, and to the north of the port there is a confiderable ruin of a building of 
hewn Hone, with two or tlirce tiers of brick, at the diftance of every four feet, which, 
they fay, was a church and palace, probably the cathedral; and at this time there is 
fmall church within it, dedicated to St. Nickolas. The hill oyer the lower city is of 
white marble, and there are feveral grots in the fide of it, which were tne quarries of 
the city. I'he inhabitants were at great expence to bring water to the town by an 
aqueduct, the remains of which are feen all along the fides of the lulls for a league 
to the well, having its rife at or near the river Imbrafms; the channel for the water was 
made on a low wall, except in a very few places, where there are remains of fome 
arches over a valley on the call fide of the city^ thefe arches were at lealb fixty feet 
high; and above them, on die other hill, are a great number of grots, which were 
quarries, and are cut in like galleries, or as large fquare piazzas, fupported by fquare 
pillars of the natural rock; thefe were doubtlds dug in order to build the aqueduG, 
over which they are, and alfo for the ufe of the city, being a free-ftone, and more eafily 
worked than the marble. As I went one day to vifit diefe grottos alone, fonie Ihep- 
herds who were feeding their flocks on the hills, called to me ; but as I did not im- 
Iland their meaning, I went on: 1 had been informed that they found lalt in Ibrae of 
thefe grottos, and my curiofity led me to tafte the earth in feveral of them: I learnt 
afterwards that a man who died of the plague at the port, about three weeks before,, 
was buried in one of the grottos, and that die fliep herds called to me in order to pre-^ 
vent my going into them. 

About half a mile to the weft of the old city the hills retire to the north, fo as to 
make the plain on the fea about two miles wide, and a league long from eaft to weft. 
I take this plain to be the Heraion of Strabo, to which, he fays, the fuburb of the city 
extended, and not the temple of JunOj or the cape to the weft of it, as fome have ap¬ 
prehended ; for the temple of Juno being at the fouth-weft corner of the plain, the 
ground to the eaft of it would be a very wet fituation for a fuburb in the winter, as 
it is for the moft part amorafs; fo that it is nioft probable that-this quarter to which the 
fuburb of the city extended was fituated here, and had its name from being the neareft 
building this way to the tenxple of Juno. 

The temple of Juno was another of the wonders- of Samos; and it was a very 
extraordinary building, both with, regard to its.fize, and the maimer of its architefture ^ 
it was built near the fea, fronting to the eaft. Several of the bafes and pedeftals 
remain on the north fidCj though they are almoft buried in the ground, and.likewiie a 
part of one of the columns.; and on the fouth fide there is almoft an entire lhaft remain¬ 
ing. The pillars were built of feveral round ftones, laid one on another ; they are 
of white marble, and the bafes of grey. One of the fhafts which feeras to be entire, 
confifts offeventeen ftones,from two feet to three feet and a half thick; thefe ftones are 
moved every way out of their places in a very extraordinary manner, as if it were the 
effefl of an earthquake; I faw part of two round capitals of grey marble.; I found 
that one of them was four feet five inches diameter but as the pillars are five feet fix 
inches, it feem probable that they belonged to pillars on the infide of the temple; they 
feem to have been Doric capitals. This temple was famous for a great number of 
fine ftatues. I faw part of a. large one of grey marble, the head and legs of which 
were broken off, and it appeared to be a work of no mean hand. At fome diftance 
to the north-weft of the temple, are three fmall hills, to the. weft of which there are 
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great figns of buildings; in a ruined edifice, which feenied to be of the niiddJe ages 
there is a fmall relief of a man, probably defigiied for Hercules, having thefe letters 
under it AAKEIAH. About half a mile to the weft of the temple there is a rivulet, 
which is the antient Imbrafius, on which, they fay, Juno was born, under a white willow, 
and there are a great number of thefe trees on it, which grow up in a fpiral form 
to a great height. This river comes from the mountains, and runs near a village 
fituated on them, called Baounda, where there is a red earth, of which it is fuppofed 
the antients made the earthen ware, which was famous here; and if I miftake not, 
was firft: invented in Samos; the pipes of the aqueduQ: were made of it: I faw fonie 
of them from fix to eight inches in diameter, and alfo in Cora others of ftone, bored 
thorough, and about the lame fize. The river runs below by a ruinous village called 
Milo, which is almoft forfaken by reafon of the injuries they have received from the 
corfairs. 

The third wonder of Samos was a canal cut through the mountains to convey the 
water of a river on the north-fide of it to the city, which muft have been near half a 
mile long; this is mentioned by Herodotus. I could not meet with any information 
about it; only they talk much of grots that go under ground to the old city, but I 
could not find any grot that I could fuppofe was for that purpofe j and if there was 
fuch a canal, it muft have been made before they had invented the way of carrying 
water on aquedufls round the hills, which could have been very eafily done in this 
place. As I was leaving Samos, I copied fome fragments of inferiptions juft dug out 
of the ground from a wall, on the outfide of which there was a portico; it is the re¬ 
mains of the large building mentioned towards the weft end of the city ; one of the 
inferiptions feemed to be to the honour of a perfon who had gained the prize in fome 
games to Apollo. 

The capital of the illand, called Cora, is at the north-weft corner of the plain, on 
the fide of a rocky mountain; it is a poor ill-built place, having more the afpeft of a 
country village than 3 town ; it has notwithftanding about twelve fmall churches in it, 
and two hundred and fifty houfes; there are fome imperfeift inferiptions and broken 
reliefs there, which are moftly about the churches; I faw a defaced one of a naked 
youth, with a dove in his hand, of very fine fculpture. About a league to the eaft of 
this place, towards Vahti, is the village of Mytilene; there is a curious relief in the wall 
ot the church a little defaced, which feems to be fepulchral, and has on it the name of 
the perfon, Apollonius, who probably was a phyfician, for one of the figures has a 
leaf in the hand, which 1 faw alfo in another relief, and it refembles very much the 
leaf of an herb that grows among the rocks in this ifland, and is called Pafealifa; it is 
much ufed there at this time for feveral diforders, being of a purging quality. At fome 
diftance to the weft of this village is the higheft mountain of the ifland called Cara* 
bounieh [The Black HilQ, which feems to be the Cercetus of the antients. They have 
a white earth in Samos, which has fomething of the nature both of pipe clay and fullers 
earth, they call it Gouma, and as they ufe it for waftiing they call it Gouma faboni, [foap 
earthj; they have the fame in Milo ; the women and children eat it, as well for amufe- 
ment as for a fort of noiirifliment; but as it makes them drink much water, it is 
thought that it caufes a fwelling of the Ipleen, and aMb dropfies ; this probably is one 
©f thofe white earths of Samos ufed by the antients in medicine. Julap and fcamony 
grow here; I have been informed that the latter is not the beft; and they do not 
colleft the julap for fale. The people in Samos are much given to revelling and drunk- 
ennefs, and are very poor ; they till their own lands, and have no fervants but their 
own children; the ladies of the higheft rank in Samos, even to the governor's wife, 
go to die fountain for water, and do ever y kind of work, 
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They have little trade, except an export of wine and raw filk; the latter is fent to 
Scio to be manufaftured there, to the value of about eight thoufand dollars a year ; 
they alfo export feme corn, though contrary to law, and are generally obliged to im¬ 
port afterwards for their own ufe. In fome of the grots I mentioned they find fait; 
as they have kept their cattle in them at night during the winter feafon, it is fuppofed 
that the fait which is in the dung of the animals, in time, by the moifture of the place, 
makes a coat of fait on the furface of the earth ; this the Greeks take clandeftinely, 
that the Turkilh governor may not deprive them of that benefit, or raife money on 
them; they call it a fal nitre, and I was informed that it is ufed alfo to make gun¬ 
powder ; they have fait pans in the plain of Cora, and export the fait they make into 
the continent. They alfo fend out a great quantity of the timber of the pine-tree to 
build fliips and boats, efpecially to Patmos, At the north-weft part of the ifland 
there is a fmall town called Carlovafi, from which they carry wine and oranges to 
Segigicck 5 there is no harbour there, but three leagues to the weft is a port called 
Sitan. 

The lands of this ifland belong to the mofque in Conftantinople called Tophana- 
jamefi; they meafure them once in feven years, by a meafure which is a fmgle pace, 
and for forty fquare paces they pay about ten or twelve medins a year, each medin being 
three larthings ; the whole revenue that arifes from the land amounts yearly to about 
twenty-two puries. In the eighteen villages and towns of the ifland there are twelve 
hundred and fixty that pay the harach, or poll-tax, which amounts to twenty puries 
more; and the Turkiih governor makes about ten purfes of what they call Avanias, 
which are fines on deaths, and for crimes ; for this is the profitable way they have of 
pmiilhing even murder; unlefs a Chriftian happens to kill aTurk, though the few Turks 
that are here ftand in fear of the Chriftians. 

The ifland is governed by a Turkiih waiwode and cadi, the former having the care 
of the revenues, and the latter adminifters juftice in the capital,- and goes round to the 
villages four or five rimes a year for that purpofe. The aga alfo has a fervant in fome 
of the principal villages, who is a fort of governor; they have likewife a Chriftian 
governor called the aga, who is a man of the greateft intereft, is chofen by the people, 
and generally remains in the office for life; he has a great influence on the people ; and 
the waiwode and cadi feldom do any thing of importance, unlefs he is prefent to give 
his advice. The waiwode continues in office for feven years, paying a certain yearly 
fum, and makes the moll of it. This is the regular government of the ifland; but 
about three years ago a troop of banditti Chriftians from the IVIorea and other parts, to 
the number of about fifty, came into the ifland well-armed, raifed money on all the 
villages,murdered feveral people, and among them theChriftian aga; fome galleottes were 
fent againft them, and they were diJ'perfed, except about twenty, who fubmitted to the 
government, and pretend to have a liberty to ern-ry arms, and in reality govern the ifland 
in every thing, in which they are pleafed to interfere; they marry themfelves by force 
to the richeft parties, and being difperled through the villages do what they pleafe, and 
have a captain ^ at the head of them, maintaining themfelves by the money they have 
raifed; and this fmall number of men renders the ifland very unhappy, theTurkifh 
governors themfelves ftanding in awe of them, and no one has courage or refolution to 
oppofe them. 

The bifhop of Samos refides in Cora; there are five monafteries in the ifland, but no 
nunnery; th^re are only three or four priefts in each of them, and a fiifficient number of 
caloyers to till their land. ' 
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Chap. VIII. — Of the JJIand cf Patmos. 

FROM Samos we failed to Patmos, which is one of the illands, called by the antients- 
Sporades; it is in the Icarian fea, direaiy fouth of thofe fmall illands which are between 
Nicaria and Samos. Patmos is computed, by the modern Greeks, to be forty miles 
round, though the antients fpeak of it only as thirty ; and it does not feem to be fo 
much. On the eaft fide there is a deep bay, and on the well two fmall ones, which 
make the north and fouth part of the illand peninfulas: the neck of land which joins 
them is not above a quarter of a mile broad; the town was formerly on the eaft fide of 
the illhmus, but the people removed to the' hill on the Ibuth for fear of the corfairs, 
and built a town about the convent, which is on the fiimmit of the high hill. 

There is a fmaller convent about half way up the hill; it is called Apocalypfe, in 
which there is a grot, now converted into a church, where they fay St.John lived 
when he was banilhed to this illand, and where they affirm he writ the Revelations - it is 
nine paces long and four wide, cut entirely out of the rock, except on tlie north fide, 
where it opens to the chapel of St. Anne, and in the middle there is a Iquare pillar, 
which feems defigned to fiipport the rock: to the eaft of this pillar there is a crack 
which goes all acrofs the grotto, by which they fay the Holy Ghoft fpake to St.John 
when he writ the Revelations and the Golpel j for the monks fay, that, according to 
the teftimony of fome of the fathers, he wrote the Gofpel here as well as the RevelatiSas ; 
they fay he was feventeen years in this illand, which feems to be a miftake for as many 
months, becaufe it is agreed by the learned that he was here but eighteen months; for 
he returned to Ephefus when the exiles were fet at liberty by Nerva. This convent is 
a fort of novitiate, or feminary fubjeft to the great convent, and is governed by a pro- 
fefforj whom they they call Didafcalos^ who has a mafler under him : they teach the 
antient Greek, which the^r call Hellenike, phyfics, metaphyfics, and divinity; they ufe 
the grammar of Conftantine Laffiares of Conftantinople, and the logic of Theophilus 
Corudaleos, both printed in Venice, and the phyfics and metaphyfics of the latter in 
manufcnpt, and the divinity of Geofgius Quarefius of Scio, which is likewife in manu- 
fcript ^ L teach in a large fchool 5 the mailer inftrufts the children in the grammar • 
and the head profeflbr teaches logicj philofophy, and divinity, I was prefent at their 
leftures; one of the fcholars read, and the profeffor explained it. This fchool, and 
the prefent profeffor who governs it, are efteemed the bell in all the eaft ; they have 
about fifty fcholars who come from different countries, and the greater part lodge in the 
two convents, though fome of them are in the town. ■ 

The fituation of the town and great convent, which are on the top of the hill is 
fomethmg like that of St. Marino : the convent refembles a caftle irregularly built, but 
Je fmall church is veiy neat; it was founded, as I am informed, by the emperor Alexius 
Comniemus j they have two large bells in it. The abbot is chofen once in two years • 
there are m all two hundred members belonging to the convent, but there are only 
pventy priefts, about forty caioyers in the monaftery. They have a fmall library 
lurnilhed with fome of the bell prmted books, raollly the Greek fethers The oldell 
manufcnpt I faw there is a colfeaion of the works of fome of the Greek father'^ which 
as I cqnjeflured might be a thoufand years old; they have alio the Pentateuch with 
the comments of divers perfons, and they told me that they had one with the hiftories 
m It m the fame manner as the curious manufcript which belongs to the arch- 
bifhop of Smyrna. There are two or three hermitages dependant on the convent, 
and the whole iflaad belongs to it, as well as ail the fmall ifles to the eaft of it. From 
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the top of the convent I fiiw mofl; of the iflands of the Archipelago; there is a nunnery 
in the town, dependent on the convent, which was founded by one of their abbots; it 
is inhabited by about thirty old women, who live by their induitry. 

There are feven hundred houfes in the town, but only a hundred and lixty perlbns 
that pay the poll tax, except thofe that belong to the convent, who are about two 
hundred, moft of the inhabitants being natives of other places. The convent pays two 
purfes yearly to the captain balliaw for the illand. 

Though the abbot has all the power, yet for the government of the people there are 
four vicardi for life, who are generally fucceeded by their fons. The inhabitants, 
who are all Chriftians, are maiiners, or Ihipwrights; for the illand is a barren rock, 
and every thing is brought from without. The only export is cotton ftockings to 
Venice, to which city their fliips frequently go: they have a few gardens, and make 
a little poor wine that will not keep above a month j they have good water; it is a 
very healthy illand, and there has been no plague in it for forty years paft, fo that one 
fees many old people; for they are careful to guard againft infeftion, by making velTels 
perform quarantine which come from infefted places. The people here are much 
civilized by the commerce they have abroad j they are immediately fubje£t to the 
patriarch j and there are three hundred churches in the illand. 
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Book the Second. — Of Afia Minor, 



Chap. I, — (y Afia Minor, and Ionia in general; and of the city of Smyrna, 

^T^HAT part of Afia, which has the Euxine and Mediterranean feas on three fides of 
it, was called by the antients Afia Minor, and by the eafterns Natolia or Anatole, 
that is, the eaftem country with regard to Greece and the iflands. The weftern part 
of it was diftinguiflied by the name of Afia on this fide mount Taurus, which was 
bounded to the eaft by the river Halys. The eaftern part, beyond and about mount 
Taurus confifted of Pontus, Cappadocia, Cilicia, Pamphylia, Lycia, Pilidia, Ifauria, 
and Lyeaonia. On this fide of the Halys to the north was Paphlagonia, Galatia, and 
Bithynia j all the other parts, which took in the whole the weftern coaft, was Afia 
Proper j in which were the two Phrygias, the two Myfias, .dEolia, Lydia, Ionia, Caria, 
and Doris : almoft all thefe were colonies of the Greeks, who eftablilhed free cities 
here, at firft, in fome raeafure, fubjeft to the mother city from which they came j but 
afterwards they were governed fucceflively by the Perfian and Greek monarchs. For 
fome time Bithynia, Paphlagonia, Lydia, and Caria had their kings, as well as Pontus 
and Cappadocia, The kings of Syria likewife, after Alexander, had footing in Afia 
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Minor V and Philet^rus, general of Lyfimachus, laid the foundation for the kingdom 
of Pergamus, which he left to Eumenes, and fo it defeended to the two kings of the name 
of Attains; the laft of which made the Romans his heirs, who delivered thefe countries 
from the tyramiy of the kings of Syria, and left their kings and cities to enjoy theia 
ufual liberties i but the people favouring fome difturbances that were made, the Romans 
reduced the whole country into the form of a province, and governed it by prKtors, 
among whom were Sylla, Lucullus, and Quintus the brother of Cicero. Auguftu‘3 
made it a pro-confular province, from which time it was called Pro-confular Alia- 
JBithynia and Paphlagonia, after their kings were depofed, made another Province. 

Ionia was in the kingdom of Pergamus, famous of old for its twelve free cities, which 
were united together in council and forces for their common defence: they were colo¬ 
nies from Athens, and faid to be built by Ion, the Athenian, and from him this 
country had its name. It was bounded to the north by ^olia, where Phocaea, and 
part of the river Hermus, were its utmoft extent; to the eafl it was bounded by Lydia,, 
as it was on the well by the fea; and to the fouth it extended beyond the Mmander to 
the promontory Pollidium, having Caria for its boundary that way; It is faid, that the 
parts near Caria, as far as Ephefus, formerly belonged to the Carians > and the northern 
parts, with the ifles; of Chius and Sam us, were inhabited by the Leleges; but both 
being drove out by the lonians, retired into Caria. Androclus, fon of Codrus, king 
of the Athenians, was head of the colony of the lonians, and built Epheiks, where his 
family enjoyed the empty title and honour of kings. The other cities were built or 
improved by different perfons, who brought colonies to them. The capitals of the 
illands of Samos and Chius were among the twelve cities; the other ten were Phoc^a, 
Clazomene, Erythrse, Teos, Lebedus, Colophon, Ephefus, Priene, Miletus, and. 
Myus. 

We embarked at Mytilene, and landed at Smyrna. The Smyrnaeans feparating 
theinfelves from their brethren the Ephefians, built Smyrna on the fpot where the pre- 
fent city Hands, and by the interell of the Ephefians were taken into this body, and 
made the thirteenth city of Ionia. The people of Smyrna firll inhabited a part of 
Ephefus; their name is derived from Smyrna, an Amazon ; it is not mentioned, whe¬ 
ther they were defeended from her, or left their country under her conduS:, This city 
is towards, the fouth-eail corner of a deep bay, great part of which, to the weft, is 
covered by the cape of Carabournou, which extends to the north, being a high mount- 
tain, and is part of the antient moimt Mimas. Over again!! the mouth of the river 
Hermus there is a bank of land, which runs to the fouth, and is fuppofed to be made by 
the current of the river; oppofite to this there is a point, on which a caftle is built, to 
command the entrance of the port, the Ihips being obliged to fail near it, by reafon oft 
that bank of fand. This bay is three leagues wide at the weft endabout a mile from 
the fouth fide of it there is a fteep rocky hill, divided by a narrow vale from the hills to- 
the eaft. The caftle of SrayTna ftands on this hill, which extends about half a mile to 
the weft, towards the fea. I conjeSured that the city of Smyrna in Strabo’S time was 
on this hill, and on the plain to the north and well of it; and that what he calls the 
Smyrneaa bay was that part of the gulph which is towards the fouth-eaft corner.; for 
there were two antient cities. To the north of this hill there is a fmall bay, which ie- 
now called the Old Port, to which all the fmall boats go ; this, I conjecture, was the 
port that cpuld be Ihut up of the fecond antient city. In this part there is a narrow 
plain fpot between the caftle and the fea; the prefent town is fituated.on-it,. and 
extends up the fide of the hill; the river Meles runs to the eaft and north of that hill,, 
and is faid to have pafled near the city walls.. Twenty ftadia from this, these, was- 

anoUtei; 
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another bay, on which, Strabo fays, the old city of Smyrna flood: J take that to be 
the bay which fets in to the eaft, about half a league to the north of the prefent city, 
which, by the EngUfli, is called Pegg’s hole, extending near to a fine fource of waters, 
called the baths of Diana, that fell into it in a fraall ftream; about them there are feme 
fmall figns of buildings. This place is about the middle of the bay, which extends 
near a league and a half further to the north, having to the eaft a fine fruitful plain, 
two leagues long, in which there are five or fix very pleafant villages. The Lydians 
deftroyed the antient city, and the Smyrneans, for four hundred years, lived near it 
in villages, till Antigonus and Lyfimachus rebuilt the city on the fpot where it was in 
Strabo’s time; it extended a little.more to the fouth than the prefeiit, further up the- 
hiU, and not fo far to the north. Dolabella befieged Trebonius in this city, and put 
him to death, being one of the accomplices in the alTaflination of Julius Casfar; and he 
did great damage to the city for taking part with Treboifius. About half a mile fouth 
of the old port, and on the fouth fide of a part of the caftle hill, which extends to the 
fea, there are fome remains of the walls of the fecond city, vfith a mole running out 
from it into the fea, and fome other parts of the wall, as defcribed below *. The town 
nfight be about four miles in compafs, and was of a triangular form; it feems to have 
extended in length about a mile on the fea, and three miles on the north, fouth, and 
eaft fides, taking in the compafs of the caftle, which is very large, being not lefs than 
three quarters of a mile in circumference; the length of it is about twice the breadth; 
it is a very indifferent building, and ftands on the remains of a ftrong caftle, die walls 
of which were of the feme kind of architecture as the city w'alls on the hill; it is all in 
ruins, except a fmall part at the weft end, which is always kept ftiut up. One of the 
gateways, of white marble, has been brought from another place, and in the architrave 
round the arch there is a Greek infcription of the middle ages: at another gate there is 
a coloffal head, faid to be that of the Amazon Smyrna; it is of fine workmanfliip, and 
the treffes particularly flow in a very natural manner. Smyrna was one of the fineft 
cities in thefe parts, and the ftreets were beautifully laid out, well paved, and adorned 
with porticos both above and below; there was in it a gymnafium, a library, the 
Homerium, wlficli confifted of a portico, temple, and ftatue, dedicated to Homer: 
for of the feven cities which contended for the birth of that great poet, it has been 
almofl; generally thought, that Smyrna has the heft title to that honour. There was 
alfo here, a temple of Mars, a circus, and a theatre, and yet there is now very little to 
befeen of all thefe things; the reafonis, that the new city is built on the fpot of the 
antient one, and moll of the materials of it have been removed to ferve for the modern 
buildings, and they are even now continually digging under ground for the Hones. 
The fpot oa which the theatre flood, at the foot of the hill, tovrards the fouth end of 
the towm, is all built upon; one fees very little of the circus, except the foundations ; 

^ The city wall went up what they call the Windmill hill, on the top of which there are foundations as 
of a fmall caftle; from this lull the wall runs about a furlong to the north, turns again to the eall, and 
goes up a fummit of the hill, which is to the fouth of the Circus, from which turning north, and going 
eaft of the Circus, it afterwards turns to the eaft for a little way, and fo joined the fouth-weft comer of the 
caftle; the northern wall began from the north-weft corner of the caftle, defcends the caftle hill to the 
north-weft, in which direction, I fuppofe, it went to the fea, through the middle of the prefent town, 
near the Armenian ftreet, where them are fome remains of a wall, built of very large hewn ft ones, in which 
are cut frveral rough lines or letters, many of them in this ftiape V, which has exercifed the learning of 
antiquarians to find out for what purpofe thofe lines were made. Some think that it was defigned for the 
initial letter of Vefpaiian^s name ; though poflibly thefe lines might he made in the quarries from one ftone 
to another, to iliew how they were to be placed in the building: indeed the walls above are built in a 
different manner of rufticated ftone, which is not fo large ; fo that this might be a later building, being in 
the ftyle of the work that was executed under the firft Greek emperore* 
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it ^ hollowed doCT into the hill, not 6r finm the fouth-wdl eomer of the caftle 
At the north-well comer of it ts the tomb of St. Polycarp, who was here to 

wdd beads, and torn to pteees hy them. It is faid that pUt diforders Ld 3 com! 
initted here by the Greeks at the nme of hts fediiral; and that a cadi laid hold on this 
pretence to^ money orderntg that, in cafe any Chridians came to it, the c^^mn! 

end, he put up a il^one J^urban on it, as if it were the tomb df fome Mahometan faint 

have his revenge, in preventing the Chriftians from ever refortmn 

kurcLf\he ar?hbi£ ^ that the cathedrJ 

cnuicn ot tile arcbbilhop of Smyrna was built on the nortli fide of the circus which 

fb 1°°^ hke the remains of fuch a building* 

r^fb ^ fabric of three rooms, which had a portico before 

rL. n' - V T he the building, mentioned by 

fome travellers, in which the council of Smyrna was held, , it having been probablv 

th^e fynod-mom of the arcfabifnop, whofe houfe might have been beLen this tfc 
church, ^ere are remams up the fide of the hll, of many vaults Z pXeVfor 

T\} houfes, the entrances to*^whmh are 

well built, of large hevtmftone: thefe vaults, doubtlefs, belonged to the houfes of ibe 
old city. As they have no good water in Smyrna, the antientt were verVlre^I in 

making aqueduas m order to fiipply the town with water j and the old aquedU 
which IS now ruined, is undoubtedly very antient*. o i le om aqueautt, 

^ tewSr’Sj U wit 'S'LSl*°“' I '“Sr V i' 

to the city. The firft figns of theaauL^daft probably was brought from that vale, round the hills, 

runs ; and to the eatt of fhe caftle there is a wall whi -1,™ ” i which the Meles 

lower, according as tbeground lies- this wnll n ^ along on the height of the hill, higher or 

dud was then carried along the fide' of tiie hli and^^ IT the river Meles runs ; the aque- 

neftroyed, except fome parVfJtL w^l o^tSd the high arches are% 

river; it was then, probably, cairicd alcnrr the fido nf kit of the arch over the 

caftle being higher than the aquedudconld^roffiblv h5 T r" 

the parts about the caftle and Drohablw t)^ 1 ^ ^ this manner it feenis to have fuppHed all 

there is only one arch aSs iTe ^oS S a S J 

difeoveredL channel of I 

let into the other, and a round cliannel is worteVtk of large fqtiare ftones, one ftone being 

in the wall, a very little above the ground, tlimi h ^tk'^ * vwy particular, this pipe is laid 

where the wall was broke, 1 could Ee no fi™ nf^'h^ ^ '* much liigher, and in many places, 

run moftly along the ground, except where rite oTo in^'^'^*! *fip, which, I therefore concluded, 

I faw alfo many piece^f ea^th™ Toes Id « built high : 

might be a channel from fome other^fource • hi i t t^c or frmr feet above the ground, which 

fliould be built fo high, iinlefs there was rchiy trtk /*^!"" conjedure for what pnrpofe the wall 
- as the wall is built iS thick at the Lfffge SX i though, 

to it ftjrthcrto the ealt, one would be ifclinf^H tn tV I ^ l>^ttreffes^ on each fide, and alfo fome towers 
the incurlions of enemies. To the fouth of tliis there isXotT* deiigned as feme fort of defenceagainft 
caftle; it is new built, with three rowsofarcli^l! „ T the vale juft under the 

remains of an old rufticated wall, after the niaiin» of tTciX'^^r ’ ^'I'^Tn ^“ttom of it there are 
'du(5t had been there. A little to the fouth of thifl fh ' ^ which ffiews that an antienter aque* 

%, that the . :nple of HcLr wa^there '' " Homereum, Ld 

fouth there are two aqueduds cbfe to a'third which ^ 
arches, one over another; one of them is new built tbp ^^ch having three rows of 

convey great bodies of water from a place to the fouth-paft f fabricj is older j they 

not being ali conveyed to the city they form a \ feveral old artificial channels meet, and 

N«,. .,SaS™ «2.T4."'S M* too <to ««>«.• 

very broad ftones ; there are alfo niina of j Ephefua, which was made of 

about a mile from the caftle itfelf • tliis wali^-xtendXt*^^'^ ’ road from the caftle hill, 

10 defend the pafs. ’ to the oppofite liiU, and was, without doubt, buik 
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The prefent town of Smyrna makes a very fine appearance from the water; it is 
about four miles in compafs; the ftreets are narrow and not well laid out; there are 
in it two fine kanes, which are built round courts, and being covered with cupolas, 
make a very handfome appearance j they have alfo beautiful befefteens, or fliops, 
which are arched over: the upper parts of their houfes are built with miburnt brick, 
in frames of wood plaiftered over: thofe in the ftreet next the fea have courts and 
gardens behind them, extending to the fea fide ; they build thefe houfes on three fides 
of a com-t, mth a gallery of commimication to the feveral apartments; their warehouies 
are Ijelow, and the dweliing-houfe above: on one fide of the garden they have a long 
wooden gallery covered over, which leads from the dwelling-houfe to a fort of a plea- 
fiire-houfe over the water: this makes the fituation of them very delightful; and there 
is a quay all along the fea fide, to winch the fmall boats come up and load at their 
doors. 

It IS thought that there are near a hundi'ed thoufimd fouls in Smyrna j of thefe there 
are feven or aght thpufand Greeks, two thoufand Armenians, and five or fix thoufand 
Jews, who all have their particular ftreets, in which they live together. The Greeks 
have three churches, the Armenians one; in the cemetery of the latter are feveral 
infcriptions, and feme pieces of antiquity. The Franks or Europeans have their par¬ 
ticular ftreet, in which they enjoy great privileges, and lock it up every night. The 
Englifti, French, Swedes, Dutch, and Venetians, have their confuls here. The Eng- 
lifh and Dutch have chapels and chaplains. The Francifeans, Capucliins, Jefuits, 
have then- refpeaive convents. In the Francifean monaftery an apoftolical vicar of that 
order always refides. Both the Armenians and Greeks have tlieir archbifliop, who, if 
I miftake not, has only the bifhopric of Phocasa under him, which feeras to be united 
to Smyrna, as there is no bifliop in it. The Greek metropolitan has a very fine manu- 
feript of the Pentateuch, fuppofed to have been wrote about the year eight hundi-ed, 
Vith a large comment on it; it is on parchment, exceedingly well written, and adorned 
with feveral paintings, which are well executed for thofe times. The great number of 
Franks who are fettled here, make Smyrna a very agreeable place, and _ there is no 
want of good company; they live in a very fociable manner, and are particularly civil 
to ftrangers. 

Smyrna, and a conliderable territory about it, belongs to the validea or fultanefs 
mother. A waiwode, who has the more honourable dtle of mofolem, has the care of 
the revenues ; but the cadi is the principal governor here, in whom the chief power 
refides, there being no palha over this diftrifl. The city had been much diftreffed two 
or three years before i was there, by the rebellion of Soley Bey, whofe army ravaged 
the whole coimtry, threatened to plunder the city, and raifed thirty purfes of money on 
them; the Europeans removed moft of their effefts aboard the veffels in the harbour. 
The magiftrates built gates to the town, planted cannon upon them, and for a pretence 
to raife money on the city, began to make a little foffe round on tlie hill, and to build 
a flight wall, great part of which has fince fallen down; and the city and merchants 
found theeffetfs of this blockade more fenfibly, in a lofs of their trade; the caravans 
not being able to travel in fafety, in order to bring goods for exportation. The city, 
which has been alarmed on account of many earthquakes which have happened, was 
greatly terrified by a ftiock which happened in April, 1739, that overthrew feveral 
houfes; many perfons were killed in their beds, and there was not a houfe in Smyn-na 
but what was lhattered in a moft miferable manner, and the people fo terrified, that 
they llept in huts in their gardens and yards almoft all the fununer; and many retired 
altogether from their houfes, both for fafety and convenience. 

The 
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The trade of Smyrna for its export to Chriftendom, is more confuferable than any 
port of the Levant; it confite chiefly of very rich goods j fnch as raw filk, Turkey 
orpets, but more particularly the fine goats hair or mohair of Angoura, with which 
our camlets, prunellos, and buttons are made j they export likewife a great quantity 
of raifins to England, under the pretence of a privilege they have by our capitulations 
of loading fo many fiiips for the king's table ; they export alfo a great deal oi un- 
wrought cottoHj anda fni3.ll quantity ot mufcadiiio wine, for which this place is famous, 
as well as for the drier virgin white-wine. The import is chiefly woollen cloth, lead, 
and tin; in the firft the Englifli have been very much iupplanted by the Fiench in all 
parts, except at Conftantinople and in Egypt, where the great people always ufe the 
Englifh manufaQures, becauTe they are the bea. They import glafs from Venice, and 
manufadured filks from other parts of Italy; titey have alfo another export to Italy 
from Vourla Segigieck, and fome other fmall ports, of what they call Valanea, which 
is a large acron ; they ufe them in Italy for tanning inftead of bark ; the cup alfo, as 
^ bave been informed, is uled in fome parts, efpecially m Holland, to mix uath th^ir 
galls in dying black, being a cheaper commodity, andin jbme meafore anfwers the end 
of galls; from thefe two ports they fometimes export oil to France, for making foap, 

and for working their cloths. i i r • • 

To the fouth-eaft of Smyrna there is a fine plain, and on the north fide of it is a 
pleafant village called Bujaw, where the Europeans have country-houfes, gardens, 
and fields planted with cyprefs trees; in the middle of this plain there are feveral canals, 
which fupply the city by the aqueduds, and the river Meles runs to the_ fouth part 
of it, beyond which towards the foot of the moimtains is the village of Segicui, where 
there are likewife fome country-houfes belonging to Europeans. To the north of 
the city, there is a coffin of white marble in a garden, with an infeription on it, which 
fignifies that it was the tomb of a perfon of the name of Fabius Maximus, who died 
at twenty-one years of age: in the way to the plain in which Bonavre is fituated, not 
far from'the road, is that great fource of water called the baths of Diana; the waters 
are warm in uanter; and near them there are many foundations of buildings, and 
feveral arches of great antiquity, which doubtlefs belonged to the antient baths; there 
are ruins all the way from the city to this place, and fo far probably the moft ancient 
city of Smyrna extended. At the village of Bonavre there is a Xurkifh burial place 
of great extent, from which one would conclude that it had been a confiderable town; 
anti it is faid, that all the patents of the grand fignor for confuls, make them confuls 
of Bonavre and Smyrna, as if it had been a place of trade, though it is a league 
from the fea. In thefe burial places there are a great number of columns, pieces of 
entablature, and other ftones of antient buildings; fo that it is probable there was a 
temple in this place ; and I found by a Greek infeription that there had been a church 
here. On the fide of the hill, more to the well, and near the corner of the bay, there 
are feveral very antient fepulchres; the plainefl: fort confifts of a raifed ground in 
a circular form, either of ftones hewn out, or laid in a rough manner, in thefe there 
are generally two graves funk into the ground, made of hewn ftone, and covered over 
with a large ftone. The others are circular mounts from Uventy to fixty feet in diameter, 
which are walled round with large rufticated ftone to the height of the mount. There 
is a room within under ground, and fome of them are divided into two apartments; 
tlie walls are all of very good work, made of a fort of a brown haftard granite of the 
place, wrought every way very fmoDtli, infomuch that the joints are as fine as thofe^ of 
poliflied maAle; round at the top is the plain cornice ufed in the antient Egyptian 
buildings, and. tliefe alfo, like the others, are covered witli long ftones; one of the 
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former fort being opened by feme Englilh, they found an urn in it. Towai'ds the 
eall part of the plain there are two villages called Norlecui and Hadjelar, in which 
likewife fome Europeans have their country-houfes. At the Turldlli burial place of 
the latter there are feveral Hones of antient buildings, and fome imperfett Greek inferip- 
tions, as well as hi moll of the burial places of the villages here; fo that it is probable 
there were antiently villages in ihefe places, which had their temples to theii’ Sylvan, 
or country gods. Thefe two plains, with part of the neighbouring hills, were probably 
the territory of the Smyrnseans. 

Chap. II. — Of Vourla the antient Ciazoniem, Segigiei^, and the antient Teius. 

I WENT by fea from Smyrna to Vourla, which is a village a league to the fouth of 
a bay of the lame name, on which there is a callle built to command the entrance to 
the port of Smyrna. This place is on that large promontory which is made by the high 
mountains of Carabournou, among which was mount Mimas of the antients, fo often 
mentioned by the poets, which Strabo fays w'as between Clazomene and Erythras, 
which is on the well fide of this great promontory } and fo is not, as fome have ta k pn 
it to be, that mountain between Vourla and Smyrna, which by reafon of two high 
points is called the Brothers. This port of Vourla is computed to be eight or ten 
leagues from Smyrna, and is that bay, which v-ith another to the fouth made the 
Ifthmus fo frequently mentioned by the antients, as having on the north fide of it 
the territory of the Ciazomenians, and on the fouth that of the Teians, and has thar 
peninfula to the weft which was the country of the Erythrseans; confequently the port of 
Vourla rauft have been the port of the famous city of Clazomene, which was one of the 
twelve cities of Ionia; but Kelifman, a village on the eaft fide of this bay, has been 
taken for this city by fome travellers, from a finiilitude of the name, although it is 
without the Ifthmus, and in a place where there are no ruins. Strabo alfo mentions 
eight final! iliands before the city, which are direSIy before the port of Vourla ; and 
though it is true, that there are very few figns of the city in this place, yet the ground 
is covered with antient brick and tiles, which ai-e a proof that fome confiderable city 
formerly flood there; but what makes this place without all doubt to be the fite of 
the antient Clazomene, is the ifland of St. John, about a quarter of a mile horn the 
land; it is half a mile in circumference j there are remains of a broad caufeway leading 
to it, and though it is ahnoft deftroyed by the fea, yet they pals over to the illand on 
foot. This muft be^ that illand to which the Clazonieiiians retired for fear of the 
Perfians, and joined it to the continent by the caufeway; at the end of which there 
are fome^ figns of an old wall, and a fmall arch ; and there are two or three pieces 
of antiquity remaining at Vourla. European veffels are often loaded with raifms and oil 
of olives at this port, where there is only a mofque and a cuftoin houfe. 

The town of Vourla is a league to the north-north-eaft of the port, and is fituated 
on two riling grounds, on one of which the Chriftians live, of whom there are about 
five hundredhoufes } the Turks inhabit the other part of the town j the Chriftians have 
two churches, and the archbilhop of Ephefus has a tolerable houfe here, and refides 
for two or three months in the year at this place, which is in his diocefe. Strabo 
mentions a fteep place at the beginning at the Ifthmus, which was the divifion benveen 
the Erythrasans and the Ciazomenians, and that Chytrium was behind it, where Cla¬ 
zomene was at firft built; and tlien he mentions the city of his time, before which, 
he fays, there were eight iliands ; in order to underftand this, it muft be obferved, that, 
to the weft of the bay of Vourla, there is another narrow deep bay, called the bay of 

9 Shaipan j 
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Sharpan; between the bays and the plain of Vourla, there is a fteep rocky chain of 
hills, which I take to be the lleep ground mentioned by Strabo • it extends tn 
bottom of Ae baj of ShaTtmt. whert probably ChytriuJ ^i fte 
more likely as ite tay is about a league and a half deeper to the foutli than the bay 

n” ■”“*« *e Ifthmus, me^onri by 

a quarter broad from the fourthern bay of Teius to this nlacJ 
Whe^er or no tne city of Clazomene might extend acrofs any part of the high ground' 
fo as that an ifland or two in that bay might be faid to lie oppofite lo it, is very uncertain* 
and radier too forced an interpretaUon of Strabo; and I ftould rather think that he 
“V ^ number of iflands fituated before Clazomene; for there are but five 
in that bay, and a rock, which might formerly be larger, and reckoned as nn ifI^Tld - 

S^hlrocVrf of St. John’s illand is called Chicelle; between then^ 

th ^ nientioned, and to the north-weft of this is the illand Nerifle to 

the weft of i^iich there is a arger ifland called Vourlali, which is known to Europeans 

T ; to the weft of this there is an ifland ten iSfts C 

called by the lurks and by Europeans the Long Ifland • it was antienrfv 

hen^th^ ^ nam^ of Dryniufa, and was given by the Romans to’the Chzomemans 
when they made Clazomen^e a free city; and fome large arched tifterns in it are a 
proof that the ifland has been confiderably inhabited. Between Clazomene and 
Smyrna was the temple oi Apollo, which probably was at a village aW eTh^ii. 
front Smyrna tp the fouth of the caftle, Uere I finv 

Turks a gr^t of pieces of marble and fine columns. A mile to the eaft 5 this 

place are the hot baths menUoned by Stobo * thev rife at thp fnnt 

uach fide of the bed of a fmall ftrim. oyer S"tre are ^ 

bridge, as there are on one fide of the antient bathe; the waters are ve^TofSthe 

lources; they have no parhcular talk, but by a red fetlleraent on the ftS a 

yellow fcum on the top of the water I conrluA^ ^ iLones, ma by a 

?ulphur; they are mue?. frequent^ foj SSg at a e-S^ 

Erithrx, rather nearer to the former, the fmall town avf 17 ™ ^^een leos and 
Gorycus was near Erythrje, which Strabo defcrihpc ic n fituated: Mount 

north to fouth ; under this mountain to the fouth of ftretching iUelf from 

probably that which is now called Gefme, between wWch 
mtercourfe j then followed the port of Erithrs and fllrnl nfb ‘ ^ 

have not at prefent Efficient depthof water for the dipping* 

go to%!fit t 5 rplalf L? wlm ?o not 

About half way in this road there is 1 Turki/h hnrhl leagues to Sevrihiflaiv 

another at a rLed village cS GuSw&r 

in all which burial places there are feveral pieced of marble,“:;d 00!™" 

* There are four iflands called Hinni before Pyiti.,.,. tte t. 
city, on account of its fidelity to the fepuhlic durino- iheir ^ ^ granted great prii/ilegea to this 

Corycufiwas the fn,all iAandWneS pr^^it^dX Strabo fays, tL beyond 

which was the north-weft point of tlm pXntL, t 
fixtyj or rather a hundred and fi^Uy ftadia from cape^kffidill ^ i£ Ilf 

inferiptions, 
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infcriptlons, which !ire_ a proof diat tliere were fome 

parricularly at Erecui is the famoiis infcnptioa, which is ca e ^ c - ^ ^gyrito’^v of Era:' 
Ld this plLe may poflibly have its name from having W of 

At Guziiffar there are alfo feveral Wus mfcnptions '’f ed 

the Teinns Antient writers mention that there was a wood above Uazomene dedicated 
mAtaSer and tha^ games were performed there by the whole community of 

have fome relation to tliofe games, or might be difterent temples dedicated to Bacchus, 

toated oa ,hr« hdghes; th^e ^a.ery fc» 

Chilians in h; I &l feveral Lperfsa infcriplions ^ S^^rSfVLtnm withta ' 

it. The town of Segigieck is a league to the fourh-weft of it; it is built within a 

caRle about half a mile in circumference, and has a very fine fecure harbour . IL 
a league to the fouth of it, are the ruins of Teos, now called Bodrun ; and on ^th 
tide of one of the hills, within the city, are remains of a theatre, which is parti) bn 
auaind the fide of the hill. To the fouth-eaft of the theatre are great rums of a temple, 
hm all the walls are tliroi^m down; any one might conjeaure ^ 

to Bacchus, the deity of the place, as I found h to be by an unperfed Greek 
mit- this temple was on oblong fquare, built of very large ftones of grey maible , 
fome’ of the fin^ Ionic capitals remain, and moR beautiful pieces of entablature, richl) 
adorned with fculpture hi the higheft tafte. To the fouth-eaft of this temple there 
Ir^two archedrooms on a hanging ground which might ferve 

the wails which fupport the ground are built with arches. Further on to the eait, and 
near the theatre, there is an oblong fquare enclofure, which appears to have had 
turrets round it. At firft I thought it might have been a public place, or a edad ^ 
and feeins at one corner fome feats made m the theatrical manner like fteps, which 
feemed to be part of a finall circle, I imagined it might be an odeum, or fome other 
place for a finall auditory ; but obfervnig that all round withm the thick wall there 
were great ruins for the breadlh of thirty feet, like thofe of a theatre, I concluded that 
the whole muft have been defigned for fome public ftiews: towards one corner there 
are foundations of an oblong fquare building, which probably was ereaed after the 
antient building was deftroyed. The towers might ferve for afeents from wiUiout, and 

■* The Me W, which makes the port, extends to the north, then winds round to the fouth and raft ( 
«nd the laud locks’i, fuch a manner thal it appears like a bafin ; concerning which l am mor^artic^ 
tiecaiife this muft be the port Chercidvs, mentioned by btrabo as north of leius, who would not ca il> 
le underftood in this paftje. the fituation of this port of Terns, ^ 

L to the fouth and foiith-?aft ; for the ruins of the antient Terns extend about ® 

Xs-hich was at the north-weft comer of the bay that made tlie Ifthmusl; to ||“V!l^'^ihablt from^ 

isiltuated This Ifthniu^ of the ffreat promontory feems to Imve been caLed ClialcidiSj probabJj 

^iSthablnts of it, and to Lc Unged the 

dlftinguifticd on this Ifthmus by the name oi Clialcidians. I traced the ^ P”e cSriel 

the nortli-fide of it up two fmall eminences, from which they turned to the 

there had been a gate of the city, a* it is the great road to the north and weft k!: 1 

was built down to the valley, and 1 fuppofe was carried acrofs the bill to the fouth-weft, as far a ^ 
other fide, to the bay witlyout the port of Segigieck ; fo that Teos had the fea to the ’ 

though the principal part of the city feems to have been in the vale, extending to the fea between 
hill 4d thole fmall hills, which are mentioned to the north, on which the city wall was built. 
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there might be femicircuhir tiers of feats in them, as I obferved in fonie; on the 
outfide of the north-eaft corner of this enclofure there are faveral pieces of marble 
fluted pillars, and beautlml entablatures, fome of which were iiiifinifhed, but 1 could 
fee they were of the Corinthian order; it is probable that they worked the Hones here 
for the building, which 1 could perceive had been cafed with marble, and I law like- 
wife a pediment of an entrance to the building j but it is not to be wondered at that all 
the Hones of the fabric have been carried away, as it is fo near the fea i the Ihape of this 
building is not fb proper for a circus, and having feen juft fuch another at Epliefus, 
to which there feenied to have been a canal from the lake near the temple of Diana,^ 
made me conclude that both the one and the other might be a naumachium } there 
being a river near this of Teos, which on occafton might be turned into it*. 

The port of Teos was on the weft fide of the bay, and defended from the lbuth 
wind by a mole extending about a furlong to the eaft, and was near thirty paces broad 
there are remains of the ftone work about it, and it feeins to have been made by hol¬ 
lowing out a balin witliin it, which is now choaked up; but as there is a Imall rivulet 
which runs into it, by the help of floodgates, it might have been made a very advan¬ 
tageous fituadon for ihipping. About a mile to the north of leos there is a high rocky 
mount; and on the weft fide of it a fmall lake in a deep bafin, which, as tlie people 
imagine, feeds all the fountains about the country ; to the fouth of this there is a hollow 
ground, where diere are near twenty large pieces of grey marble, each of which is cut 
out into feveral fteps ^ they are of luch a fize that it would be very difficult to move 
them j it feems as if other pieces had been cut off from them, and yet, that part of 
them at leaft, was defigned for fome building, for on one of them I faw thefe letters 
Loco nil, as if it were to ftiew the part of the building they w^ere defigned for, Teos^ 
is placed by the Tables twelve miles from Smyrna, which feems to be a niiftake 
for twenty-two, for it is computed to be nine hours from that city j .and Ptolemy places 
it lixteen minutes both to the fouth and weft of it, though both thefe diftances feeni 
to be rather too little. This place is famous for the bhth of the lyric poet Anacreon ; 
there ai'e alfo about this place feveral inferiptions, which contain the alliances of die 
Teians. 

I was recommended to a perfon of Vourla, who received me in his houfe, fiiewed 
me every thing in that neighbourhood, and went with me on the fourth to Sevrihjflkr, 
where we could not meet with any accommodations, and fo we came on to Segigieck, 
and I lay every night on board a Dutch fliip, being recommended to the captain of it, 
for there was no convenient place in the town for ftrangers- I went out every day to 
fee the antiquities of Teos and the neighbouring places. There were many remarkable 
places in this country, to which I could not go with falety. Myonnefus was to the eaft of 
Teos, fituated on a" height on a peninfula, Lebedus was fifteen miles to the eaft of 
Teos, which feems to iiave been on a fmall bay within the great one ^ the two bays 
are divided by the ifland Aipis or Arconefus, which I take to be the long ifland about 
the middle of this bay, which ftretches the foiith>w^eft, and is now called Carabafli 
[The black Salh] from fome imaginary refemblance; fome feditioiis people of Teos 
having fled to Ephefus, were fent by Attains to Myonnefus, and began to fortify that 
place in oppofition to the Teians j but on their applying to the Romans, they were 
received at Lebedus, which was then very thinly inhabited* Tifteen miles further to 
the eaft was Colophon, which probably was on the fmall bay, which is to the north-weft 
of the bay of Ephefus, for it was but feven miles and a half in a direfl: line from that 
city, that is, probably from its port at the mouth of the Cayfter, but it was fifteen 
miles if they failed round by the bay. This is on.e of the places which contended for 
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the birth of Homer. To the weft of it was mount Coracius; and a little further weft 
was the ifland of Diana, which might be a rmall ifland near the (hore, towards the north- 
eaft comer of the great bay which is to the weft of thefuppofed Colophon; concerning 
which ifland Strabo relates an exti-aordinary fuperitition. 

Chap. III. — Of Scala Nmva, and Epbefus. 

I EMBARKED on the ninth at Segigieck on board an open boat for Scala Nuova, 
and arrived there in the evening. This town is fituated on the fide of a rifing ground 
fiver the bay of Epheliis, at the diftance of three leagues weft-fouth-weft of Ephefus j 
it ftands on the north fide of a head of land that ftretches to the weft. The port is 
defended againft wefterly winds by a final! ifland, which has a tower on it, but it is 
fomewhat expofed to the northerly wind. The town or call! ', as it may be called, is 
about three, quarters of a mi!e in circumference. To the north of it there is a large 
fuburb, in which are feme of the principal bazars or ihops; the Chrlftians live on the 
fide of a high hill to the weft ; they have about two hundred houfes; there is one 
church in the town, and another in a ruinous condition on the top of the Ml, which 
is called faint Elias. The archbifliop of Ephefus, to w^hom I was recommended, lives 
at the church in the town; he told me there were formerly thirty-two bilhops in hb 
province, but at prefent he has not one diocefan under him. The caftle here belongs 
to the high admiral, who puts in a governor. The town is under an aga, fubjefl: to 
the paflia of Guzelhilfar. This place is a mart that fuppUes all tlie neighbouring 
countries, and Samos, with rice, coffee, flax and hemp, imported from ,®gypt, coarfe 
woollen cloth from Salonica, cotton and callicoes from Smyrna, and many other things 
from other parts; and they export corn to Samos, and the neighbouring iflands. They 
have vineyards in great abundance about the town, but the wine is not very good, 
though Ephefus was formerly famous for Wine; but they dry a great quantity of raifins, 
which thej*^ export to JEgjqjt. It was late in the evening when we landed at Scala 
Nuova, and three of the janizaries w>^ent with me to the houfe of the archbifhop of 
Ephefus; they ftand fo much in awe of the foldiers, that my conduSiors were firft 
had in to the archbifliop and entertained by him, and in the mean time I was ferved 
with a collation in another room. When the janizaries were gone I was introduced to 
him; he was a venerable old man, and drefled like the Greek priefts, except that he 
had on a red mohair fcarf. The next day I took lodgings in the kane; and by the 
help of feme other perfons to wdioni 1 was recommended, I procured a proper Turk to 
go with me to Ephefus. 

We arrived at the village of Aiafolouk, to the north-caft of the ancient city of 
Ephefus, where I lodged in a kane, which ferved alfo for a ftable, there being fophas 
and chimneys all round for the convenience of travellers. The Turk that condufled 
me made me fenfible that it was neceffary to make prefents of coffee to two of the 
governors in the caftle; and I fpent three or four days in this place, viewing the an¬ 
tiquities, not without being molefted at night with large caravans that were going from 
Smyrna to Guzelhiffar. Theprophefy in the Revelation, that the candleftick fliould be 
taken from this place is fo literally fulfilled, that there is not fo much as one Chriftian 
within two leagues of the place. 

There is a plain towards the fea about a league broad, extending to the north-eaft 
corner of the bay, where the great promontory begins, which extends wettward to Scio. 
At a little diftance from the fea this plain widens in a circular form, and there is a 
narrow vale to the foutb, which extends about half a league in betw'eea the mountains; 

and 
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afid sl tLe north-eaft corner of the great plain is the entrance to that narrow vale 
between the hills through which the Cayller runs. This river ntalccs a great niimber 
of windings as it palies through the plain, and particularly tow'ards the iouth-weft part 
of It, where it winds fo much like the Mteander, that the Turks call it, the little Mandras. 
Whether the mouth of the river is any way obftruaed, as it feeins to have been iii 
Strabo’s time, or that the lakes liave not a proper vent, efpecially that which is near the 
temple of Diana, or that the fofles are filled up, by wliich the w'aterswere drained off, 
whatever is the reafon of it, a great part of the plain, efpecially to the fouth of the 
river, is a morafs, and hardly palfable ^er great rains. On die weft fide of the pfain 
I faw thofe lakes mentioned by the anticnts, one of which was called Selenufia, that 
belonged to the temple of Dijina, but was taken from it by the kings, I fuppoie of 
Pergamus, and reftored again by the Romans. 'I'hefe lakes brought in a great revenue, 
doubtlefe by the fifii they produced; at one of them was the temple of the king, faid 
to be the w'ork of Agamemnon, and I obferved a high ground to the north of the 
river, towards the lakes, which feemed tp have had feme bmlding on it, that poffiblv 
might be this temple. To the north-weft of the lalces mount Galefms ftretches away 
to Colophon; where the plain begins to widen into a circular form, there is a hill on 
each fide; that to the north of the Cayfter,! take to be the hill through which, ac- 
corotog to pr. Smith’s account, there is an exti'aordinary way cut in the rock?- that 

mountains which encompafs the plain. The whole com- 
pafs of the trails which I traced, are about four miles, they are built In a ruftic manner, 
are c^ed with hewn ftone, and defended by fquare towers; in fome parts the walls 

remain almofl entire; in others one fees the foundations only, which are ten 
leet thick. 

Before Ephefus was fo large a city, it had changed its fite more than once. The 
Le eges Canans firft built a city here, probably on mount Lepre; thefe being 
almoft difpoflefled by Androclus, he with Iiis people fettled at the fouth-eaft foot of 
mount Lepre, about the place where, I fuppofe the Gymnafmm was afterwards built, 
Md alfo on the fide of mount Coriffus. The part behind mount Lepre was called 
OpUtholepna, and the quarter between the hills was that which was inhabited by the 
famyrnseans, and was called in diftinaion from other parts, the city of Smyrna The 
bmyTUKans feirarating themfelves from the Ephefians, fettled where Smyrna now is. 
in the ume of Croefus, the Ephefians left this higher fituation, and came down to the 
plain about the temple of Diana. Lyfimachus, one of the generals of Alexander the 
great, built the ^efent walls, called the city Arfinoe from his wufe, and was obliged to 
make ufe of a ftratagem to bring the citizens back to the more advantageoui high 
fituation, by ftoppmg pnvately the public fliores, and fo m a manner overflowing the 
3ow ground; and by the rums one may fee that the lower parts of the hill were fiiha- 
bited every way, and likewife much of the weft part of mount Lepre; there feems alfo 
to have been a fuburb on the fouth fide of Lepre, and near a mile from the fouth-eaft 
S ’ which the prefent village of Aiafalouk is fitiiated; on the 
w! nfr-if tound thetop of the hill there dre great ruins of thick 

I!s built of bndc, with many fraall arches, which feem to be of the time of the 
Greek emperors, though it might have been inhabited before as a fuburb of Ephefus. ‘ 

coffin tv? • ^ therea very large marble 

?ottr- . ™P"ff fcripuon on It, and I had reafon to think that they%ad alfo 

firnn arches all round the 

t f T^r t bmlt their houfes, and on folne of them are ruins of 

an aqueduft, for I faw the channel m which the water ran; it is probable that this 

4P part 
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part alfo was enclofed with a wall that might extend to the cayflier; and on the low- 
ground between tlie hill and the village of Aiafalouk, there are remains of many fquare 
pillars, made of Tingle ftones laid one on another, on which it is probable they turned 
arches, and built their houfes on them. 1 fuppofe the ruin, at the foulh-eaft corner of 
the hill, was the Gymnafiuni, which feems to have been in that place, where formerly 
there was a building, probably of the fame nature, called the Athensium; there are 
great and magnificent remains of it; the fpot near this was called theHypsleum, pro¬ 
bably becaulb there was fome plantation of olives there ; it is a very lolid fabric ; the 
outer walls are of brick and done, there being four or five tiers of each alternately ; the 
inner walls are built of large ftone, on which the arches of brick were turned. A 
galleiy or portico ranged all round ; that to the fouth, had on each fide large arched 
niches which in the outer w-all were continued all round, and there is within a colonnade 
on each fide. From the front of this building there is an entrance to a {lately room, 
which leads to another, and that to a third, on each fide of which there was another 
apartment. All this was doubtlefs cafed with marble, as the temple of Diana, and fome 
other buildings of Ephefus, appear to have been. At the fouth-eaft corner of this 
building a wall extends a little way to the fouth, with an entrance through it, which 
made me think that the wall fuppofed to have been built at the eaft foot of mount 
Lepre joined on here, and that it was continued on to mount Coriflus; for I faw fome 
ruins that way of a wall, and alfo heaps of ruins like towers, Xhere are alfo remains of 
a ftone wall, at fome diftance to the fouth, which probably enclofed a court before the 
Gymnafium. 

On the fides of mount Lepre and Coriffus, as well as in the valley between them, 
there are ftill great ruins to be feen of the antient city, where, I fuppofe, that part of 
the city, anriently called Smyrna, ftood ; and continuing on to the weft, the fouth part 
of mount Lepre is hollowed in by cutting away the rock, and before this are remains 
of the front of a theatre, which I fiiould conjefture to be the new theatre, as it niuft 
have been built after the great theatre, which is near the temple of Diana, becaufe by 
the remains of it, it appears to have been built in a very elegant tafte; three arches of 
hewn ftone remain entire, within which are built niches with a fliell at top, and over 
each there is an oblong fquare window. When Antony extended the privilege of the 
afylum of the temple of Diana, as far as two bow lliot, which is fomething more than 
two ftadia, and thereby took in part of the city, and probably the great theatre, the 
citizens might at that time build this theatre, in order to avoid being molefted with the 
company of thofe who took refuge there. A few paces further to the weft, there are re¬ 
mains of a feniicircular building, which feems to have had feats in it, made like fteps, as 
in theatres, and is built in a runic manner with pilafters on the outfide at equal diftances. 
This might poffibly ferve for an odeum or theatre for mufic. A little further on there 
are great ruins as of a ftrong gateway, and of walls extending from it on each fide up 
the hills, which probably was built to defend the city againfl the people of the afylum, 
when their privileges extended fo far. Beyond this, at the foot of mount Lepre, there 
are very imperfeft remains of a ftrong brick building 5 a little further is the fouth-weft 
corner of the hill, and to the weft of it is the plain, in which are the ruins of the temple 
of Diana, and feveral other public buildings j the theatre is near oppolite to it, at the 
fouth-well corner of the hill, the Circus being near the north-weft corner. When all 
thefe buildings were ftanding, they muft have made a moft glorious appearance ; for 
few cities have had the advantages of Ephefus for building; mount Lepre and Coriflus 
being rocks of ftone and marble; fo that they had nothing to do but to dig out the 
marble, and roll it down to the places where they defigned to build. The l^e to the 
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weft of the temple of Diana, was probably a fort of port, into which they could bring 
all thofe fine marbles, that were the produce of foreign countries, clofe to the very fpot 
they built on; which made this quarter fo proper for their public buildings; and being 
full of them, the city did not fuft'er much in permitting it to be an afylum. The plain, 
which is to the weft of mount Lepre, is about a quarter of a mile broad from eaft to 
weft, and half a mile long; at the north-eaft comer of it there is a fmall rocky hill, 
between which and the Circus, there was a road or ftreet paved with large ftones, 
many of vi^hich are eight feet lon^ and four wide; to the eaft of this road was the 
Circus ; and north of it another large building; on the north fide it is built on a gallery, 
the feats on the fouth, being built up the fide of mount Lepre j there are arches to the 
north, in order tofupport the lower feats, thefe make fo many apartments; above them 
there were three more tiers of arches, on which the feats were built. I could not find 
out any ftaircafes, and I rather tliink that they defcended to the feats from the hill on 
the fouth-fide, and went round on the gallery at top, or afcended by the feats from the 
bottom. The outfide wall was of large rufticated hewn ftone, and, what is very par¬ 
ticular, towards the end of the Circus, there is a wall built with a large entrance in the 
middle, ivhich with the end of the Cfrcus makes a circle, and from it to the weft 
other walls are built, which taking in the wide entrance in the middle is near a femi- 
circle. Whether or no thefe were carceres from which the courfers ftarted, or whether 
it has been erected fince it was ufed as a Circus, 1 will not pretend to determine; the 
wall is not built in the beft manner. The end of the hill, to the weft of the Circus, and 
of the road, appears plainly to have ferved for the fpeftators, and to have had feats on 
it; and on the top of it there is a fine Ionic entablature, which fnade me conclude, that 
the ornamental parts of the Circus were of that order. Round the top of the Circus, 
there are arched windows or entrances about forty feet apart, and three feet wide, 
which might ferve for the people to enter from the fide of the liill, and alfo to give 
air, if they covered the place when they exhibited their fports. To the fouth-weft of 
the Circus there is a well turned arch, which feems to have been an entrance te feme 
building; round at the fpring of the arch, and in the two fronts, it is adorned with the 
cornice of the Ionic order, which were probably taken from the Circus, as well as the 
white marble, with which the arch is built. It appears that fome narrow buildings 
had been carried on to the eaft of it; but whether for a church, or for what other ufe 
I could not conjecture. On the ftones of this arch are feveral pieces of infcriptions, 
which, as they are put together without any order, have puzzled the learned to explain 
them, on a fuppofition, that the letters originally followed one another in the order, in 
which they arefeen in this place. There is aUb a relief of a perfon on horfeback, with 
his garment flowing behind; before the horfe there is a cyprefs tree; a ferpent is re- 
prefented twining round it, which with its head makes at the horfeman; and a dog at 
the tree, is in a pofture as leaping towards the ferpent. To the north of the Circus 
there are remains of a very large and magnificent building, with a road dr ftreet 
between it, and the Circus; the ground is rafted. on each fide of the road, as if there 
had been fteps there, or fome other buildings, the ruins of which have rafted the 
ground, elpecially on the fide of the Circus, and I faw feveral pedeftals on each fide 
of the road. The great building mentioned to the north of the Circus was rafted on 
high arched rooms, which open to the north, where, 1 fuppofe, the city wall run ; to 
the north of it the ground is very low, and poflibly a canal might be cut from the 
river to this place, and they might land their goods before thefe arched places, which 
might ferve for warehoufes ; and the magnificent building above might be a forum for 
the merchants of this city, which was the greateft mart on this fide mount Taurus; 
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this building feems to have conftfted of large pillars of hewn ftone, on which arches of 
brick inight be turned ; in the middle the architeaure is different, where it is probable 
there was a llatue ; there appeared to have been a wall on the north fide of this build¬ 
ing, probably to iecureit from the cold wind. Beyond this to the eaft there is a high 
ground, which extends near as far as the Circus; this ground was fupported by the 
city wall, which went near the end of the Circus ; and one of the city gates was, with¬ 
out doubt, between this high ground and the Circus. _ Going to the fouth, along the 
plain, I obferved a large bafon fifteen feet diameter; it is of oneitone of red and white 
niiu-ble, and is ftiaped within in a particular manner, and, as 1 remember, is fomething 
like that of St. Vitlor at IMarfeilles, and doubtlefs was ufed for facrifices, though they 
have a tradition that St. J >iin baptized in it. This vafe hes on the ground, which has 
grotra up round it, though doubtlefs it was forpewhat raifed; and a vafe of fuch great 
weight inuft have been placed on a ftrong foundation to fupport it ; near this vafe there 
are remains of a fmall fenneircular building for fome large ftatue. To the weft of this 
there are ruins of a (tone building, which I concluded was a church, becaufe the eaft-end 
of it is femicircular} and to the weft of it there is a brick building of the fame kind, with 
large open arches on each fide; probably it was defigned for the fame ufe as the other. 
Returning to the large bafon, and going along to the weft of mount Lepre, we came 
to the remains of a very confiderable building, moftly built of brick. It is pofEble 
this might be fume public building belonging to the people of the afylum, it may be 
their forum, as it very much refembles the building I have already defcribed near the 
Circus. Between this and the temple of Diana there is a hollow ground, in which 
there is fome water ; th*s might antiently ferve for a bafon. Further fouth, is the 
great theatre facing to the weft, and hollowed into the hill; by the manner in which 
the ground lies, one may fee that there have been great buildings to the weft of the 
theatre, and to the fouth of them there is a fquare, which is funk down, and has a 
hanging ground all round within, as if there had been feats, which gave me reafon to 
conjecture that it might have beenanaiiraachium, and particularly, as I obferved to the 
weft a hollow ground, like the bed of a canal, extending towards the lake near the 
temple of Diana, by which the water might be let into the bafon. There feems to 
have been a colomiade round at the top of the feats, and I faw fevera! rough pedeftals, and 
pillars of grey granite lying about the place, and a broken capital, which was either of the 
Corinthian or Compolite order; near it, on the foot of mount Coriffus, there is a fmall 
heap of ruins, in which there are fome of the fineft pieces of architeClure I ever faw; the 
columns are fluted, and meafured thirty feet in length; the entablature is cut in very 
large pieces of marble, and adorned with carvings, which fliew it was of the Corin¬ 
thian order. By the heft judgment I-could make there were only four columns, which 
probably fupported a pavilion, under which fome coloffal ftatue (perhaps that of Diana 
of Ephefus) might be placed, and as it was probably at the end of the ftreets, and com¬ 
manded ail thefe buildings, it was a very advantageous fituation; and I obferved in a 
line from the road or ftreet, at the end of the Circus, fome columns of grey gram'te 
fianding, as if they had formed a colonnade on each fide of a ftreet, which paffed to the 
eaft cf [he ftone bafon of the great building near the theatre, and of the naumachium, 
and croffed the ftreet that w'ent under the pavilion, and continued along eaftward to 
the lulls. 

The temple of Diana is fituated towards the fonth-weft comer of the plain, having a 
lake on the weft fide of it, now become a morafs, extending weft ward to the Cayfter. 
Tliis building, and the courts about it were enconipaffed every way with a ftrong wall; 
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that to the weft on the lake, and to the north was likewife the wall of the city ; there 
is a double wall to die fouth, and within thel’e walls were four courts, that is, one on 
every fide of the temple, and on each fide of the court to tlie weft, there was a large 
open pordco or colonnade, extending to the lake, on which arches of brick were Uirned 
for a covering. The front of the temple was to the eaft. The temple was buik on 
arches, to which there is a defcent; 1 went a great way in, till 1 was either (topped by 
earth fallen down, or by the water ; they confift of feveral narrow arches one within 
another; it is probable they extended to the porticos on each fide of the weftern court, 
and ferved for foundations to thofe pillars. This being a moraffy ground, made 
the expence of fuch a foundation fo neceflaiy, on which, it is faid, as much was 
bellowed as on the fabrick above ground; it is probable alfo that the fhores of the 
city paifed this way into the lake, I faw a great number of pipes made of earthen ware 
in thefe pafiages ; but it may be queftioiied whether they were to convey the filth of the 
city under theie paffages, or the water from the lake to the bafin, which was to the 
eatt of the temple, or to any other part of the city. In the front of the temple there 
feems to have been a grand portico ; before this part there lay three pieces of red granite 
pillars, each being about fifteen feet long, and one of grey, broken into two pieces; 
they were all three feet and a half in diameter ; there are four pillars of the former 
fort in the niofque of Saint John, at the village of Aiafalouk ; I faw alfo a fine entab¬ 
lature ; and on one of the columns in the mofqoe there is a molt beautiful compofite 
capital, which, without doubt, belonged to it. There are great remains of the pillars 
of the temple, which were buik of large hewn ftone, and probably cafed w'ith marble; 
but from what I faw of one part, I had reafon to conclude that arches of brick were 
turned on them, and that the whole temple, as well as thefe pillars, was incrufted with 
rich marbles; on the ftone work of the middle grand apartment there are a great 
number of fmall holes, as if defigned in order to fix the marble cafing. It is probable 
that the ftatue of the great goddefs Diana of the Ephefians was either in the grand. 
niiddle compartment,.or oppofite to it. 

To the north of the forum 1 faw an old channeJ, which made me think that a canal 
might be brought from the Cayfta' to that part, andfo along by the city walls to the 
lake, by which means, they could alw^ays command the water for their boats, and 
(hipping, if this really was the port 

The prelent vllhge of Aiafalouk appears to have been a confiderable Mahometan 
tovm from the great number of mofqueB about it, \vhich are moftly buik with cupolas. 
The tradition of two or three clmrches, that particularly of the feven lleepers with their 
grot near it, fliew that oli Ephefus was inhabited before the Saracens conquered this 
country, though the large mofque of Saint John at the village is fallely faid to have 
been a church ; the front is of white marble poliiheci, and it is a ftately building 
covei'Gd with lead. An aqueduct of many arches, which feems to have been buik in 
the middle ages, goes from the eaftem hills to the caftle ; there are feveral inferiptions 
on it; imd over the old caftle-gate there are two very fine reliefs. 

All the way from Ephefus to Scala Nuova (which Is fouth fouth-weft of it) one 
fees on the fide of the hills to the eaft, another antient aqueduft ; it confiils of a very 
low wall on which the chame! was made for the water; there are remams likewife of 
two parts of the aqueduQ: acrofs two valleys; that which is neareft to Ephefus is tlie 
longeft; it is in a fine vale, about two miles from the city walls ; the arches, w^bich 
are low, extend about a furlong in length ; as they are ill buik of rough ftone, I con- 
eluded that the old aquediiQ: had bee^ jruined, and that this might be a building of 
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the middle aves ; to the north of this aqueduft one fees feme rmns, and particularly 
on an advanced ground, which fuppofmg this to be Pygela, might be the temple of 
Diana Munvehia, built by Agamemnon. This fituation of Pygela agrees belt with the 
order of Strabo’s account, who goes from that place to the port of Panormus and the 
temple of Diana, and then toEphefus; for afterwards, as if returning towards tlie 
fea lliore, he mentions Ortygia as near the fea, where there was a fine grove, through 
which the rivulet Cenchrius ran; this poffibly might be to the weft of thofe hills, on 
which the fouth wall ofEphefus was built, between which and another hill to the louth, 
there is a fraall bed of a winter torrent, which paffes alfo by Pygela, and poffibly might 
be the Cenchrius, There are feveral fables of this place in relation to the delivery 
of Latona, the mother of Apollo and Diana, and of the nurfe Ortygia, who gave 
occafion to the name of it. Mount Solmiflus, which was over the grove, I fuppt^e 
to be the hill to the fouth of it, and to the weft of the road ; on this, they fay the 
Curetse flood, and frightened Juno with their arms, who lay in wait to difturb 
Latona at the time of her delivery, being envious of her happinefs, in bringing forth 
two fuch children as Apollo and Diana ; a ftory that would be well worthy of the 
ridicule of fuch a pen as Lucian’s. Continuing in the road to Scala Nuova, I faw the 
other part of the aquedutt on the fouth-weft fide of the fame vale, there being a hill 
in this vale between thefe two parts of the aquedua; I could fee no fign of arches 
in it, being only a foUd wall, with a channel towards the bottoin of it arched over; 
this channel is four feet high, and two wide; the ground here is rather high; but 
whether this large channel is a part of the other aquedud., or more anuent, and that 
another channel run on the top of the wall, joining to the other parts of the aquedua, 
in order to convey the water to the higher parts of the city, may be difficult to deter¬ 
mine f only, I obferved, that the wall, though of rough ffone, is well built, and 
feemed to be very antient. Croffing over a hill, we came to another vale which leads 
to a little bay, within which there is a fmall lake : to the fouth of this bay there are fome 
ruins on a hill, and a high wall, which has two or three arches in it, crolfes the road ; 
it feems to have been an aquedu£f to convey the water to this town or village, from 
the aqueduft of Ephefus, which runs near it on the fide of the hill. This place is 
about two miles from Scala Nuova, thought to be Neapolis, which probably was 
fomewhere near it, and as I fuppofed, might be on the fmall peninfula near the town; 
for they have a tradition that this town is not above two hundred years old, and it is 
not unlikely, that the town of Aiafalouk or Ephefus declined on the trade taking a turn 
this way. 

About fixteen miles to the fouth of Scala Nuova there is a Chriftian village called 
Changlee, to which I did not go ^ it is fuppofed to be the antient Pamonium, where 
the meeting of the twelve cities of Ionia was held, and a folemn facrifice performed 
to Neptune Heliconius, in which the people of Prienfe prefided; it was at the foot of 
mount Mycale, to the north of which was mount Paiftyes in the Ephefian territory. 
There are fome ruins at an uninliabited place called Sapfo, which is aUb the modern 
name of that mountain; this is fuppofed to be Friend, the native place of Bias, one of 
the feven wife men. The country at the foot of mount Mycale, which was neareft to 
Samos, belonged to that illand, and fo did the city Neapolis, by an exchange vidth the 
Ephefians for Maratbefium. 
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Chap, VI, ^OfGtmlbiJfar^ the anticnt Magneja, on the Mmnder. 

AFTER our return from Ephefus we went to Samos j I flayed there fometime 
waiting for a paffport from Conllantinople, and returning to Scala Nuova, where the 
plague raged at that time, 1 fet out on the thirteenth of February for Guzel hilfar; 
which is twenty-four miles fouth-eaft and by eaft from Scala N nova. Having travelled 
twelve miles we came to the eaft fide of the mountains, which extend from north to 
fouth, and join to mount Sapfon, which is oppofite to Samos, T hefe mountains muft 
be the antient Paayes, mentioned as firetching from the territory of Ephefus to mount 
Mycal^, to which the mountains Mefogis joined, being thofe which run from eaft to 
weft on the north fide of the Mseander, as mount Latmus does^ on the fouth of it. 
We lay the firft night in a coflee-houfe at Jermanfeik, which is nine houis fioni Scala 
Nuova. Having paffed the mountains, we came into the fine plains of the Maeander ; 
this river rifes m Phrygia at the mountains of the Cacleni, and runs into the fea at 
Priene, The fouthern hills come very near it, but the northern mountains in many 
parts are at the dillance of two or tliree leagues; at firft it runs in Phrygia, then 
divides Lydia from Caria, and afterwards is the boundary between Carla and Ionia ; 
it is well known that the many extraordinary turnings of this river has given the name 
of Masander to all fuch fort of windings* 

Guzelhiflar [The Fair Cailie] is the antient Magaefia on the Maeander, which Strabo- 
(lefcribes as on a plain fpot * ^ as mount Thorax \ but it was on a hill level at the top^ 
about three miles in compafs, having a fteep hanging ground all round ; it is indeed 
very plain ground, except that on the eafl fide there arefome eminences, from which there 
is a very fleep precipice down to the deep bed of a ftream, that runs to the e^ of the 
prefent city, which is at the fouth foot of the hilL Magnefia was about half a league 
from the Maeander, and is defcribed as nearer to the river Leth^us; which probably 
is a large ftream about two miles to the weft, that runs between tlie mountains Mefogis, 
and, I fuppofe, rifes at mount Paftyes, as it is defcribed. The fituation of tliis place 
is very delightful, commanding a view of the fine plain of the Masander,^ which is 
broad towards the weft ; die view extends to the fea, and from the height I faw 
the Agathonifi iflands, which are near Patmos. Mount Thorax is to the northj 
which IS covered with fnow; the foot of that hill extends to the aty, being divided 
only by the bed of a torrent. Adjoining to that mountain there is a fituation of the 
fame kind, except that to the north it is contiguous to the hill, and is not altogether fo 
ftrong ^ what adds to the profpeft of this place, is a mo ft beautiful enclofed country 
to the fouth and weft, and the fields are planted with fig and almond trees; the 
modern city alfo adds to the beauty of the view, which being large, and there bemg 
courts and gardens to the houfes, improved with cyprefs and orange trees, and 
fome of the ftreets alfo planted with trees, it makes it appear like a city in a wood ; 
and round it there are a great number of gardens, divided into fquares, by rows of 
orange trees in a more regular manner than is commonly feen in thefe parts* This 
is one of the firft of thofe cities between Ephefus and Antioch on the Meander, which 
were of a mixed race, and not properly lonians, beiiig compofed of Lydians, Carians, and 
Greeks; for antiently the people were ranked according to their difterent tribes, till the 
Romans divided the country into diocefes, wliich confifted of ftich a number of neigh- 
bouiinjs cities as could moft conveniently go to the city where the conventus or meet* 
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inp for diftributbig jaftice was held, by which they broke that union which was among 
p^ticular cities, by taking away all diftindions of people, and united them very politi- 
callyall together under tlie Roman government: the Magnefians were of Greel^ngroal, 
and thought to be Delphians, who inhabited the mountains Didymi in Theualy. 
Matmefia, probably a city ftill older, which might be in another fituation, was deftroyed 
bv the Treres of Cimbria, and was afterwards poffeffed by the Milefians. There was a 
ilitrht wall round die city, only four feet diick, as they were fo well defended by 
nature: on the hills to the eaft there were many buildings now entirely deftroyed, and 
probably they have had there a ftrong fortrefs. There are figns of many great build¬ 
ings all over the city, but they are ruined in fuch a manner, that, except two or three, 
it is difficult to judge of W'hat nature they were. Towards the fouth-eaft corner of 
the city there are very imperfeci reinains of a theatre, hollowed out of the hill to the 
eall, which by its height, I judged could not have lefe than fifty degrees of featsall 
that remains of it is an arched entrance on each fide. Near the theatre there ^ is an 
aqueduft under ground, by which water is conveyed to the prefent city, as it was, 
without doubt, to the old one. The water is brought from the mounl^s at fome 
diflance, and croffes a narrow vale on fome high arches. To the weft of the theatre 
there are a great number of large pieces of marble entablatures, and other remains of 
buildings: here the Armenians have an altar and a burial place, and there might have 
been a church on this fpot built with the materials of fome other great edifice, which 
feems to have been there. Further weft, at the Jews burial-place, thei-e are more 
ruins; and to the weft of that, there are two or three very thick walls, which are not 
of the beft workraaiifliip: to the north alfo there are remains of the eaft end of a large 
church ; and a ftuJong more to the eaft are very great ruins, v'hich fcem to be ot fome 
magnificent larg /palace. At the foot of the eaftem hills are feveral arched rooms. 
On the north fide of the city there are ruins of a very grand temple, which muft be 
that of Diana Leu cophryne, and was the largeft in Afia after the temples of Ephefus 
and Didymi; and though it yielded to Ephefus in its riches, yet it exceeded it in its 
proportions, and in tlie exquifite architefture : it appears to have been arched underneath 
moftly with large hewn ftone; the principal front feems to have been to the fouth, 
where there are remains of a colonnade; it feems to be a portico made with a particular 
fort of pillars, often feen in thefe parts, which may be either called oval, or confidered 
as a femicircular pilafter on two fides of a fquare pillar, which fets out about an inch 
beyond the pilafters. At theFrancifcan convent of Trinita de Monti in Rome, there are 
likewife two oval capitals; and in theMaflimi palace atRome, there are two modern pillars 
of the fame figure as thefe of Magnefia. On the north fide there are three very mafitve 
entire arches, which are about forty feet high; the work over them is brick, from 
which an arch feems to have been turned to the fouth, probably to three other arches 
of the fame kind ; to the weft of thefe, at fome diftance, there is a thick wall, wliich 
probably enclofed the whole; and to the north of them are arches under ground, over 
which there might be a portico. On the fouth fide of the hill, in the way to the prefent 
town, there are fome walls which appear to have belonged to a very magnificent build¬ 
ing of great extent: and I obferved among them fome pieces of pillars of verd antique; 
and at this place, and in another part of the town, Ifaw the capital of aJquare pilafter, 
which is of a particular kind. In the fide of the hill there are many fepulchral grots to 
the eaft. The prefent city is to the weft of the ftream I have mentioned before; it ex¬ 
tends up the fide of the hill to the north, and is encompafled with very flight walls; it 
has a large fuburb to the fouth, and another to the eaft: the other fide of the rivulet is 
inhabited moftly by Chriftians; the Greeks and Armenians have their churches there, 
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the latter a biftop, who, I foppofe, is archbilhop of Ephefus, The towTi is not 
Icfs than four miles in campafs, and the ftreets broader, and better laid out than com¬ 
monly are feea in Turkifli cities. There are alfo many Jews here, and it is a place of 
great trade, efpecially for cotton, and cotton yarn, which are fent to Smyrna, and ex¬ 
ported to Europe ; they have alfo nriinufacfures of coarfe callicoes j and their merchants 
are generally rich ; it is likewife a mart for allfuch things as are imported from Europe, 
Egypt, and other parts, for the ufe of the country, for fixty miles eaftward, near as far 
as thole parts that are fupplied from Satalia, and other fouthern ports. There are alfo 
fevera! great families of Turks who live here, many of them are Beys, a tide they give 
to Tons of palhas ; thefe have their eftates about the city. The paJha of this country 
refides here 3 fo that altogether it is one of the moll confiderable places in Afia. 

Chap, V. — Of Caria m ge}ieral^ a?td tf the antlent Alahanda. 

EROM GuzelhifTar I eroded the Mreander on the fifteenth into Caria. TheCarians 
were firfi: called Leleges,inhabited the illaiids, and were fubjed to Minos; they pof- 
feffed themfelves of the continent, which belonged both to the Leleges and Pelafgi, 
and were drove out of it by the Greeks, Ioiiiaiis,and Dorians, The river Masander is 
here about half a furlong broad; it is a rapid flream* and the bed of it was at this 
time full; the rivulet at Gu?.eihiffar, and Ibrae others that run into it overflowing, make 
the country a morafs for a mile from the Mrcander. There is a large caufew^ay acrofs 
this low ground, and even that is overflowed in winter. The banks of the Meander 
are floping, and they crofs it on a fort of a boat, like a fledge in fhape of a half lozenge, 
the fides of it not being above a foot high: they tic vine boughs together, which are about 
an inch and a half diameter, and from ten to fifteen feet long, which are fixed acrofs the 
river; a pofl: in the boat refts againft it, and keeps the veifel from being carried down 
by theftream, and by the help of this three men pull the boat from one fide to the 
other. About half a mile louver the river China, which is a very confiderable ft ream, 
falls into the Mseander on the fouth fide of it; it rifes in the lb uth-eaft part of Caria 
beyond Aphrodifias, and paffing through the valley which is near Stratonicea and 
Lagena, turns to the north a little before it falls*into the Mreander. Between thefe tw^o 
rivers there is a cliain of mountains, which, though rocky, aftbrd fme herbage for 
Iheep and black cattle, in which this country abounds. About eight miles further eaft: 
we crofied the China on a wooden bridge, which is built on nine or ten large ftone 
piers, and is about three hundred feet long. We went a league further to Salalhar, to 
a iniiferable k^me, no better than a liable, where it was difficult to lie free from dirt- 
and water ; the caravan lodged without with their baggage, and made fires. On the 
fixteenth we went about a league and a half between httle green hills, and came to a 
fmall fertile phiin about a league over; it is encompafl'ed for the moft part by high hills ; 
this country is called Carpoufley; it has in it five or fix villages, and is governed by an 
aga under the fimgiac of Smyrna, as it belongs to the waladea or fultannefs mother. 
I’he aga was not there, fo I delivered my letter to his deputy at the village of 
Denierj^, 

On the fouth of this little plain there are ruins of an antlent city, not mentioned 
by any modern writer, and exaftly anfwers to the fituation deferibed of Alabanda. I'he 
founder of it isfaid to be Alabandus, whom they worffiipped as a God"* ; and in the 
Roman divifion of the country, Mylafa was made the head city of a jurifdidion, and 
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the iudicial conventus was held here. The town was fttuated on the eaft fide of a 
very hijih hill, and on a little hill to the eaft of it; it was encompaffed with itrong 
walls, cafed with hewn ftone within and without, and filled up in the middle wtth rough 
ftones; in the cafing of the wall one tier of ftones lies flat, and another is fet up an end 
alternately; and in forae places this cafing is fallen down, and the middle pait is 
ftanding; the moft eafy afcent is from the north fide by a paved way of very large 
ftones of an irregular ftiape, having the town wall on the right. About a third part 
of the way up the hill, there are great ruins of a moft magnificent palace, to which them 
was an entrance by a colonnade, leading to an oblong fquare court; to the right of this 
there was a portico of twenty oval pillars of the lame kind as thofe already delcribed ; 
they are of a very ruftic order, and the capital is more fimple than the Tufcaii. Under 
it there were apartments with entrances from without, and over that another colonnade, 
wliich is almoft deftroyed, as the floor of the grand gallery that belonged to it is entirely 
ruined; tliis gallery feems to have had a colonnade all round. Oppofite to this, on 
the weft fide of the court, there appear to have been three artificial terraces, or galle¬ 
ries, one above another, with colonnades to them, and fmali apartments within them, 
and’above this is another plain fpot, where there appear to have been great buiMmgs. 
Afcending the fteep hill, another third part of the way vve came to a beautiful theatre, 
which for the moft part is hollowed into the hill; and all but the front is entire. 
The top of the hill is level, and there is a little rocky mount in the middle of it, on 
which I faw the foundations of a circular building ; and to the weft of this mount there 
is a fquare building entire, which probably was defigned for a houfe of pleafiire; from 
this, the wall feems to have extended to the fouth, and then turned eaftwards down 
to the low hill. From the fouth-weft corner there was another wall, which was carried 
about a furlong fouth to another fummit of the hill, where there are remains of a ftrong 
oblong fquare" caftle, and adjoining to it to the fouth are the walls of a finaller caftle. 
On the little hill, or rifing ground below, are remains of two buildings, one like a 
fquare caftle, with a round tower at each corner, the other is built like a palace, with 
feveral doors and windows; thefe buildings are of a red granite in large grains, aft 
the mountains here abounding both in the red and grey fort; and probably, if quarries 
were dug down, many beautiful veins might be found. To the fouth of the city, at 
the foot of the hill, there are a great number of fepulchres made in difterent manners ; 
fome are hewn down in the rock like graves, others are cut in the fame manner into 
fmali rocks that rife up above the ground; forae are built like pedeftals, with two or 
three fteps round them, and covered with large ftones; 1 faw others like an oblong 
fquare rock above ground, without any vifible entrance, but by a fmali hole that 
appears to have been broke in, and one would imagine that there was f'ome pafi'agfr 
cut under ground to them. 

From the fouth-eaft corner of the plain we afcended fouthwards about three miles 
to the top of mount Latinus, where they fay there are not only wolves, wild boars, and 
jackals, but alfo tigers and bears; there is a plain on the top of tile mountain about 
a league broad; here we fluid all night, and made large fires to defend ourfelves 
againft the wild beafts, as well as the cold, and I repofed under the fhelter of a large 
rock of granite, part of which lay hollow to the ground. There are many herdfinen on. 
thefe mountains; and they have begun to plough fome of the plain parts, making 
enclofures with large trees laid round the fields. There is a low, eafy defcent from the 
mountain into that vale of Caria, in which the city of Mylafa flood, which is now 
called Melaflb by the Greeks, and Millefs by the Turks. This vale is about four 
leagues long and a league broad; towards the weft it winds a little to the fouth „ 
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turns again-to the weft at Mandaleat, about two hours or four miles irom Melaftb; 
that place is more infefled with fcorpions than any other 111 thefe pans^ infomuch that 
feveral die every fummer by the iliug of this animal; the Tea at JoraUj the antient 
Jaffusj is five or fix miles to the caft of Mandaleat- 'fo tlie fouth of the hills which 
boiirul this valley^ there is another vale which extends to the bay on which Myndus 
was htuated, not far from Helicarnaffus, and to the fouth of that there is another 
bay oppofite to Stanchio, made by cape Criu to the fouth, on which Cnidus was? 
fiiuated, at the fouth^weft corner of Alia Minoiv 

Chap. VL — Of Mclqffo^ the antient Mylafa^ 

MELASSO, the antient Mylafa, is fituated at the foot of a high mouatain about 
the middle of the fouth fide of the plain of Caria, Strabo * feenis to be miftaken in 
faying, that Phyfcus was the nearell fea port to M)dafa, for Melaffo is twenty-four 
miles from Marmora, about which place Phyfcus mult have been fituated; whereas 
Caffideh, which is at prefent the port of Melafib, is not above ten miles from it, and 
feeiiis to be the place mentioned by Paufanias at that diftance. The Greeks are grolly 
miftaken, in imagining that Melaifo is the antient Miletus which was at Palat, near the 
mouth of the Mscander, I could not trace the city walls of Mylala, but on the weft 
fide there is a magnificent gate entire, of the Corinthian order. The old city feeins 
to have extended chiefiy to the eaft of the prefent town; what has been taken for 
the city walls is evidently nothing but the enclofure of feme public buildings, which 
were moftly on a rifing ground towards the weft end of the ancient city, wjiere the 
prefent town, or rather large village, is fituated. There feem to have been two antient 
temples to Jupiter in this city, one properly belonging to the people of Myiafa, dedi¬ 
cated to Jupiter Qfogus ; the other of Carian Jupiter in common to the Carians, 
Lydians, andMyfians. That to Jupiter Ofogus, Ifuppofe, w^as fituated on the fummit 
of the riling ground on which the city flood, where thi^^e are remains of a large enclo- 
fiire; part of the prefent tOT.vii is built about it, and to the fouth there are two fluted 
Ionic pillars ftanding, each confifting of five ftones. The members of the bale are 
fluted like thofeof the temple of Juno in Samos, but in a much finer tafte. On the 
north wall of the enclofure there is a beautiful fluted Corinthiaii pillar, with an inferip.. 
tion on it to the honour of Mtenander. To the fouth of this diere is another enclofure, 
and to the weft of it are fome fmall remains of a theatre, built of white marble, which 
appears to have been a very beautiful fabric. At fome diilance to the eaft of the temple, 
in the gardens belonging to fome houfes, there are ruins, which I havereafon to believe 
belonged to a prteLorium, or ibme other public buildings from an iniperfed inferiptiou 
1 found on a wall, which feemed to be of a public nature; at the foot of the hill to 
the fouth-eaft are remains of a long colonnade, like the avenue to a building, and near 
it there is part of a thick wall built in the antient manner with Hones of five tides, 

* Artemidorus, ^aoted by Str^oo, malces Fhyfais one hundred and fifty miles from Tralles; and it 
mud have been about Mannora, where they now embark for Rhodes, Phyfcus having been oppofite to 
that ifland | bat by the molt e3ta<9: computation I could make, it is not above fixty miles, and the mapa 
make it about a degree. The fame author computes the diilance from Tralles to Phyfcus by Akbanda 
and Lageuse, by which muft be uiickrilood the entrance into the temtorles of diofe cities, and not tlie 
cities themfelvcs, becaufe Lagenas, either at Lakena, or China, was much to the eaft of Aiabanda ; fo 
I hat there feems to be fome great error, probably in the manufeript, in making I.agenx to be above a hun¬ 
dred miles from Phyfous, and above fifty from 'X’raUes, for it is not above twenty miles from the latter, or 
fifty from Phyfcus^ fo that the number of miles computed by Strabo, feem to be double of what they 
teal I y ai e^ 
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which appears like a city wal]; but not feeing any figns of a wall extending from it, 

I took it rather to be the enclofure of the building to which that colonnade belonged. 
The magnificent gate of the city is adorned with pilafters of a particular Corinthian 
order, which appears to have been much ufed in Caria ; they had likewife a fmgular 
manner of fluting the bafe of the Ionic order. This Coiinthian order confifts of one 
row of leaves, about half the length of the capital, the upper part being fluted to the 
abacus, and in feme I have feeu the abacus itfelf fluted, and likewife capitals entirely 
fluted without leaves, which feeins to be rather in a Gothic tafte. lo the fouth of 
this gate there are remains of an aquediifl;, which has no marks of antiquity j hut 
the antient aqueduft feenis to have been carried the flime way, and it may be probably 
on the city w^alls ; for to the north of this gate, there is a fmall low hill, which 
there palTes an antient aquedufl: ■which conveyed the water acrofs the plain, and ended 
at a fmall hill towards the other fide of it. Mofl: part of this aquedudt feems to have 
been deft toyed, and rebuilt, but not In the beft manner; I faw in it feveral pieces 
of entablature of the Doric order, taken from the ruins of fome building. “Where 
the ground is low, there are two rows of arches one over another, the upper arches 
being double the number of the lower. To ihe eaft of this there are remains of 
another colonnade, which feems to have led to the town; on this fide I faw fome 
marble cofEns ; and near the city there are three or four very maffive buildings, which 
feem to be of the middle ages ; they are railed on large open arches, and feem to be 
remains either of palaces of the middle age, or it maybe of refervoirs of water. 

But the great ciiriofity of Mekffo is a temple which w^as built to Auguftus and 
Romej^and is a moil exquifite piece of architedfure. The temple itfelf was very fmall; 
in the front there is a portico of the Coinpofite order, and on the other three fides an 
Ionic colonnade. At the entrance of the temple, on each fide of the door, there is 
a foundation of large ftones, on which probably there were pedeftals for the ftatues 
of Auguflns and Rome. The pillars are fluted, and the temple is railed on a bafement, 
the cornice of which is only to be feen ; there is alfo a fort of plinth about it that ranges 
round like a ftep, and, has three faces like an architrave; every particular pillar has 
likewife a plinth, and the bafe is fluted, as mentioned above. The frieze is adorned 
with tripofes, bulls heads, and pateras ; the cornice and the pediments at each end are 
very richly ornamented with carvings. What the architect feems to have defigned 
as an ornament to the building, may be rather looked on as a bad tafte, that is, putting 
the Compofite order in the front, when the other three fides are Ionic. The capitals 
are indeed fine, except that the curled leaves, and the abacus feem rather to projed too 
far at the corners, in proportion to the fize of the capital. About two feet below the 
capital there are four feftoons round the fhaft; but what is moil particular, and has the 
worft effect, is a work like a capital on the bafe of the pillar, the fliaft refting on it in 
a fort of a focket, from which the leaves turn outwards } this is executed in a particular 
manner. The top of the leaves are broken, from which one might at firft conjec¬ 
ture that the pillars had fallen down, and had been fet up again on old capitals; but 
by examining the work, I faw that the j^Illars -were made fo originally. This building, 
when Cbriftianity prevailed, was doubtlefs converted either into a church, or fome 
other public building ; for on the ftones of the temple I faw fevei'al defaced iiifcriptions,.. 
with the crofs on them. 

About half a mile to the weft of the town there is another very extraordinary build¬ 
ing ; It cannot very probably be called a temple, for it confifts of twelve pillars on a 
bafement, with a front every way of four pillars, fupporting an entablature, on which 
there is raifed a very grand covering of large ftones laid acrofs in four tiers one over 

another^ 
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another, every tier fetting in fo as to make a fort of a cupola within, which on 
the outfide appears like four fleps, in manner of a pyramid; the whole foffit is 
finely ^carved with flowers in lozenges* The corner pillars are fquare* the others 
are oval, and are fiich as have been defcribed at Guzelhiflar ; two thirds of the 
fhafts are fluted. There is an entrance through the bafement on the weft fide, and 
within there are four fquare pillars to fupport the floor above, which is cotnpofed of 
large Hones; there are two Heps round the building; I conjefture that this was 
a very magnificent altar of the Taurobole kind, and what induces me to think 
fo, is a round hole in the pavement about eight inches in diameter, which below 
leflens to throe inches, under which, I fuppofe, the facred perfon ftood, that the 
blood of the facrifice might run on him, after which he wore the garment till it 
dropped from him; a ceremony wliich rendered his pcrlbn moft facred among the 
Heathens; I faw afterwards exadlly fuch a hole at Stratonicea in a large altar made 
like a bafon, which doubtlefs was for that purpafe, and another at Eleufis; there is 
alfo a bafon of the fame kind at Ephefus, called St. John's font; but if there \tos fuch 
a hole it has been filled up ; there was an arched place under it, now almoft full 
of earth. There is another of this fhape, as obferved before, in the abbey of St, Vidtor 
near Marfeilles, which is fuppoled by many to have been an altar; but I do not 
know whether there is any hole in it- Prudentius, indeed, defcrlbes this facrifice as 
performed on boards, through which the blood run on the perfon who was deftined 
to tliis honour ; but poffibly this might be the original way of performing the facrifice, 
which probably was afterwards improved, though it might always be continued in the 
fame manner in feme places: all which is fubinitted to the judgment of others, being 
founded only on conjecture, and on the tradition that a vafe of this kind at Marfeilles 
was an altar. It appears by a groove on each fide of the pillars^ which is four inches 
broad, that this building was enciofod on three fides, and probably with ftones fet up 
an end ; but it was open on the north-fide where the hole is ; that fide alfo fronts the 
hill, from which the people might behold the ceremony*. If there were any ruins near, 

I fhould have thought that the temple of Jupiter Carius was hei^e, which at firft was 
at a village feparate from the city ; fo it feems Strabo ought to be underftood in Ipeaking 
of this place; though this fmall pavilion, when encloied, might poffibly be called a 
temple* In a wail near a bridge there is a fine relief, which feemed to be part of a 
frieze; it was a Cupid, holding on each fide a foftoon loaded with fruit, which looked 
like peaches; on one fide was a Meduia’s head, and there feemed to have been one 
between every fefloon. As to the temple of Jupiter Labrandenus, it was fixty ftadia 
from the city, on the hills towards Alabanda, and there was a paved way to it; this 
might be on a hill which I faw in the way to Eikihifllir ; the top of it is encompalTed 
with a ruined wall, and is about that diftance from Melaflb to the north-eaft* Oppofite 
to it on the hills, on the other fide of the plain, there is a ruined Mahometan town 
called Paitfliin ; it is very ftrong by nature on three fides, being fituated on a hanging 
ground over the plain; there is a caftle in it, which w^is repaired as a defence againlc 
Soley Bey, and is naturally very ilroiig, 1 fiuv here fome fteps up the;rock like the 
ieats of a theatre, but in a ftrait line, which together with a marble pillar, much 
refembling porphyry in the colour, but not fo hard, are the only remains of antiquity 
which I faw there* It may be carrying my conjeftures too far, to fuppofe that Myiafa 
was in very antient times, either here, or on the oppofite hill before mentioned, and 
fo to account for a quotation in Strabo, that Myiafa was fituated on a itrong hill, at 
which he feems much to wonder, when the city in his time was in the plain. The 
prefent town of MelaiTo is fmall and ill built, but there are two very good kanes in it^ 

there: 
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there is alfo a large old mofque that feems to have been a church, and a new one in 
a very nood tafte ; it is the refidence of a fangiac, who is not a palha, and fo has only 
the title of aga. The country produces the bell tobacco in lurkey, except that o 
Latichea. aiid exceeding the tobacco of Salonica; thisj together mtli cotton an 
is the principal trade of the place. There are about thirty Greek families here, who 
Jive together in a kane, and in one houfe, a room of which ierves for their cJiurch; tlie 
Armenians live in the fame manner, who are not fixed here, but come and flay at fome 
feafons on account of merchandize. I was recommended here to tlie great aga, w^ho 
received me as civilly as I could exped without a prefent, which he feemed to look tor 
from the phyfician at Guzelhiflar, who recommended me to him; but he gave me 
leave to fee e 4 ry thing, and promifed me a letter to Paitlhin. A Greek pnell, to whom 
I was recommended, was of no fervice to me, being afraid to fend any one to accompany 
me- fo I w^ent every where with my own janizary; the agas fon came fometimes, 
and talked very civUIy to us; and die aga fent a relation ot Mahomet with me to 

Paitlhin. 


Chap. IX. — Of Ejkth\lfar, the antlent Stmtenkca ; ofLegena^ and Alinda. 

I SET out on the twentieth of February for Efldhilfar, and croffed the mountains 
to the north-call about twelve miles ; there are tw'o or three little plains on the hills, 
and a ruined church, where, they fay, there was a Chriftiaii village. 

Elkihilhir is a poor village built on the ruins of Stratonicea, which w;^ mhabited by 
a colony of Macedonians 5 both the fituation and iiifcriptions, that mention the temple 
of Jupiter Chryfaoreus, which was here, prove it to_ be that city; it is on a level 
foot between the hills, which opens to a large plain, in which the river China runs. 
By the ruins of a very grand enclofure to the iiorth-eall of the town, and from the 
infcriptions there, I concluded that the famous temple mull have been in that place, 
though I could not trace out the foundations of it. At the north part of the enclofijre, 
there is a grand gate of a plain architefture; there was a double row of large pillars 
from it, which probably formed the avenue to the temple; and on each fide of the 
gate there was a femidrcular alcove niche, and a colonnade from it, which with a wall 
on each fide of the gate might make a portico, that was of the Corinthian order ; fifty 
paces to the north of the wall there are remains of another colonnade, which feemed 
alfo to have made a portico with a wall to the north of it. T'his temple was in common 
to all the Carians, where they met to facrifice and confult about the commonweal, 
in which the cities had votes in proportion to the number of their villages; and it was 
called the Chryfaorean meeting. To the fouth of this, at fome dillancc, are ruins of 
a building of large hewn Hone; it is twenty-live paces wide, and feems to have extended 
about a hundred paces to the town wall, fome part ot wdiicli is built in the fame 
manner ; I conjectured by an infcription on the wall that it might be a temple of Serapis, 
To the fouth of this, on the fide of a hill, there is a large theatre, the front of which 
is ruined; there are in all about forty feats, with a gallery round in the middle,^ and 
another at top. In this, and many other theatres, I obferved the inner half ol the 
breadth of the feats to be cut down about half an inch low^er than the outer part; the 
feats are generally about two feet fix inches broad. _ 

The people of this place, though all Mahometans, were very civil and obliging 
the firft evening; and an empty houfe being allotted me, many of them came and fat 
with me, brought medals, were very ready to aflill me in my defign, and to fliew me 
every thing. When I was going to fee the theatre, the deputy governor came to me. 
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and told me, that the theatre was on his ground, and aiked me what I would prefent 
to him to fee the antiquities; I gave myfelf no trouble about his demand, but examined 
it thoroughly. When I returned to the town, the aga’s man came, and told me 
that the aga was arrived, and defired to fee me; when I came to him, he atked me 
what was my bufinefs, which I told him; and that I had a firman or paflport; he faid, 
it was the padihaw’s or grand fignior’s firman, and not the pafiia’s, and therefore he 
would not regard it; but if I would make certain prefents to him and his cadi, I might 
view what I pleafed. I gave him to underftand, that by virtue of my firman I could 
fee the antiquities, and that he muft anfwer it, if any harm happened to me there. 

I left him, and purfued my obfervations as before. Some people came from the aga, 
but 1 ihewed no fear, which I knew by experience was the bell way. There w'as an 
infcription on an old ruined houfe, which I had a defire to copy, and the poffeffor of 
it demanded a fequin for his pemiiffioii; however, I went in the afternoon, and began 
to copy it, though the janizary refufed to go with me, fo that I was accompanied only 
by my Have; the man that owned the houfe foon came to me, and, to pacify him, I 
told him I would pay him when I had done; but not being fatisfied, I gave him what 
he demanded, with which he feemed well pleafed; and put his hand to his mouth 
and forehead, as a mark of gratitude and fidelity. The deputy came foon after, 
made figns to me to go away, but not regarding him, he began to difturb me; on 
which I pulled out my finnan, and ordered the flave to hold it; he went to take it out 
of his hand, but when I laid hold of it, and held it fall, he feemed to be very cautious 
not to tear it, forbore ufmg any violence, and foon after went away. Whilfl: I was 
abfent the aga came to the houfe I was lodged in, and talked to the janizary, who 
Informed him that I was gone to a private houfe, by the perniiffion of the owner, and 
alTured him that I would not go any more abroad. I ordered every thing to be got 
ready for our departure- The aga fent word that he defired to fpeak with me; and 
when I did not go to him, he faid he would not permit us to go away, and threatened 
particularly to detain the janizary. We mounted our horfes, and the janizary, con¬ 
trary to my repeated orders, was for going to him again as we pafled by, and left 
us for that purpofe, but thought better of it, and returned to us : we put on pretty fall j 
the janizary, and guide to whom the horfes belonged, frequently looking back in the 
utmoll confternation, left they fliould fend after us, and injure us fome way or other. 
But the aga could not have Hopped us, without bringing himfelf into trouble, for 
the guide and horfes were of another palhalic, fo he could not meddle with them - 
1 was no fubjea, and the Have was my property; and if he had ftopped the janizary^, 
a detachment would have been fent by the janitzer aga at Guzelhiflar to have delivered^ 
him, and would have levied damages and expences on the village. 

We defcended from Efldhilfar. Oppofite to it, towards the north, on the other fide 
of the vale in which the China runs, there is a village called Aharer j and to the 
right on another fide of the plain, at about a league diftance, is the village of Bopeck. 
They go to market from Elkihiflar to Gulfuk, which is about fix hours. Mulla*. 
where the paflia of the country refides, is about fifteen hours from Elkihiflar. We went 
a league to the north, and afterwards about two leagues to the weft, and afcended: 
near a league to a village called Lakena; about a mile from it, on the top of the hill, 
there is a ruined eaftie, ftrongly fituated by nature, but it did not feem to be a very 
antient place, nor do they find medals in that part. The name^ however, would^ 
incline one to conjefture that it might be Lagenae in the territory of Stratonicea, We 
were here conduded to a houfe built by a public fpirited Turk for the reception of 
ftrangers, where he conftantly prepares lodgings and provifions for all comers ; he- 

feemed' 
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feemed to be a good man, and was there to receive us ; he fupped and fpent the evening 
■with us; and on our going away the next morning, the twenty-Jecond, he feemed 
jiiuch pleafed when I exprelfed niy gratitude, and told him, I fliould be glad to mew 
him the fame hofpitality in England. _ _ 

We went about two leagues north to the river Paiefiu, which runs into the China, 
and eroded the hills to the weft for three leagues, to one of the villages called Ak- 
{liouieh j we went on a league to the weft between low rocky hills, b\ ihe lide of a 
rivulet, which we paffed on a bridge, and faw the remains of an old aqueduct acruis 
the river, confifting of one arch; which feems to have conveyed the water from a 
rivulet that rims from the hills. We came into a very fine plain, and crofted it, 
travelling northwards two miles to the village of China, which is fituated near the 
eaft end of the plain, and to the foutli of the river China. I lodged here in the cofiee- 
houfe; and when the people knew my bufinefs, they informed me of il;e antiquities 
of the place, and half the village accompanied me up the hill, laughing ;-nd j; fling 
with much go’od humour; and afterwards many of them esme and fat with me in 
the coffee-houfe. The top of the hill had been fortified, and I law there tw-o or three 
fepuichral grots; I obferved alfo a ciftem built above ground in two oblong fquare 
compartments, and cafed tvith brick. As there are fo many antiquities, I fhoulti rather 
take this to be Lagenje, where there was a temple to Hecate, in which there were 
yearly very confiderable meetings; and it is very probable that the old name of the 
China was Lagena, that the town and country had its name from it; and that when 
Lagenac is mentioned in the way from Phyfeus to Tralles, the country is meant and 
not the town. 

Eroin China, we crofled over to the fouth fide of the plain, and came to the ruins 
of an antient city called Arabihiffar, which may be Alinda, the place of refideiice of 
Ada, queen of Caria, who had nothing left her by the Perfians but this city; and 
probably her kingdom was confined to this fmall plain; but this queen going to meet 
Alexander, gave her city to him, and adopted him for her fon, who left the place under 
her government, and afterwards reftored all Caria to her *. The city was on two 
high hills; from one of them the eaftern walls went down to the plain, and were 
carried on to the north for near half a mile ; then turning to the weft for a quarter 
of a mile, paffed to the north of a remarkable building, which 1 fliall mention ; they 
then turn to the fouth, and go to the top of the other hill, from which they come 
down on the eaft of it, and join the walls on the fir ft hill. On the fouth fide of this 
hill there is a theatre, the Infide and the front are alniofl entirely deftroyed ; there 
was an arched entrance into it on each fide near the front; and I obferved that the 
wall in the front of the theatre w;is built in a very particular manner. In the plain 
towards the fouth fide of the city there Is a building, the grand front was to the fouth, 
and from the plainnefs of the bafe, I fuppofe it was of the Doric order. There are 
heaps of ruins within on every fide, except to the front, as if there had been feats, 
built after the theatrical manner like fteps, which is a reafon to conjecture that this 
place ferved for fome public meeting ; there appears to have been a grand colonnade 
to it from the eaft, and probably there was another from the weft, both running 
pai'allel with the front; there are many ruins about this building, wliich feems to have 
had an enclofure round it; and between it and the hill are ruins of a ftrong built church. 
All tlid'e w'orks are of a brown fort of granite, which is not beautiful. 

* The fupplemcnt to Quintus Curtius, Strabo, xiv, p. <557. and Ptol. v, 1, 
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T?rom this place we went about a league foutli-wefl in the plaiiij croffed fome low 
111118 to the weft, and came again to the bridge over tlie China, which we had paflfed to 
Melaffo, and returned to Guzelhiflar the fame way we came ; I was here recommended 
to a Sciote, a phyfidan fettled in this city, who affifted me in every thing which lay in 
his pow^r, and conduced me to the mofolem or governoFj to whom i had a letter, 
who treated me with much civility, and offered to fend a man with me to Sultanhiffar 
and Nafley* 

Chap. X. — O/' Tralles and Nyfa m Carla. 

I SET out on the twenty-eighth of February from Guzelhifffir, and went ten miles 
eaftward to a village called Sultanhiffar, near which, on a height at the foot of the 
mountain, the antient towm of Tralles was fituated; it w^as divided into two parts by a 
ftream that runs in a very deep bed. This city is faid to have been built by fome 
Thracians and people from Argos; there are appearances in it of very great buildings, 
efpecially two in the higheft parts of the chy ; tJiat to the eaft feems to have been a 
large temple, and the other a caftle to defend the afcent, with fome large public 
building adjoining to it. On the eaftern part alfo there are remains of a grand portico 
of two row^s of pillars round an area, which is about a hundred paces fquare; and on 
the eaft fide of the weftern part is a theatre, built on the fide of the hill, and fronting 
to the fouth j it is very large, and feems to have had fifty degrees of feats in it; there 
are arches above it to the weft, which probably belonged to fome grand building, and 
further weft there are ruins of a fuburb, extending a confiderabie w^ay, where the 
ground is not fo high. 

We went the fame evening to a town called Nailee by the Greeks, and Naffalee by 
the Turks, which niufl have its name from the antient city Nyfa, that was at fome dif- 
tance between the hills to the north, I faw, in the way between Sultanhiffar and Naflee, 
many ftones of antient buildings, fet up in the Turkifh burial places, which may be 
the remains of the temple of Pluto and Juno, that were at a village called Acharaca, 
where there was alfo a grove dedicated to Pluto, and an extraordinary cave called 
Charonium, the air of which, in fome parts, was good for feveral difeafes j though in 
one fpot it was mortal to any animal that breathed it: I could learn nothing concerning 
this cave, only on my departure I was informed that there is a cave there, which went 
a great way under ground. I was here recommended to the aga, and to one of the 
Greek church. 

To the north of Naflee the high mountains of Mefogls retire to the north, and form 
a femicircle, in which there is a ridge of high fandy hills that run from eaft to weft : 
about half a mile in between thefe hills are ruins of fome antient to^vn, which, I fup- 
pofe, to be Nyfa or Nyfla, faid to have been inhabited by people of Lacedaemonian 
extradtion ; there are very little remains of it, except feveral well-built arches, moftly 
under ground ; it appears that the city was on both fides of a ftreiun, as it is defcribed j 
on the weft fide of it there are remains of a building, which feems to have been a tem¬ 
ple. On a very high fummit of the hill, over tlie city, there are fome walls, which 
may be Aromata, faid to be on the mountain over the city ; this place was famous for 
good wine. The town of Naffee being near, and the hills being lb fandy, without any 
Itones for building, feems to be the reafon why there is fo little to be feen of this city, in 
which there was a theatre, gymnafium, forum, and fenate-houfe. The village of 
Maftaura was probably near the city ; for there is one now, v^hich is at the entrance in 
benveen the hills, called Maftauro, and thefe ruins, from the village near, are called 

■yoL. X, 411 Maftaura- 


DOCtOR POCOCKE's TRAVELS 

Maftaura-Katefi TThe caftle of Mailaura]. I met with an mfcription, in which men¬ 
tion is made both of a perfon of Maftaura, and alfo of the Nyfeans. Strabo fays, 
there was a place called Limon, thirty ftadia from Nyfa, going acrofs mount Megofis 
to the north, where the Nyfeans, and the people of fome neighbouring places had their 
meetings, that there was a cave near it, which went to that of Acharaca, and that fome 
thouglrt this place, called Limon, was the meadow Afms, mentioned by Homer. 
Strabo is very particular concerning thefe parts, having ftudied here under Menecrates. 
Some fay Saint Gregory Nyffenus, brother of Saint Bafil, was bilhop of this place j 
I know not on what authority, for the place of which he was bifliop was Nyffa, pro¬ 
bably the city of that name on the weftern bounds of Cappadocia; and the people ot 
this place writ themfelves Nyfeans [Nue-wof] and not Nylienians. . 

Sm miles to the eaft is a large village, called lack-Cui, which, poffibly, rmght be 
Biula, another village mentioned by Strabo. The prefent town of Naflee confilts ot 
two parts, half a mile diftant from each other; that to the north is the place where the 
market is held, and where they have their fiiops, it being ufual in fmall places to hold 
the markets at fome diftance from the town or village, probably for the greater fecurity 
of their families; and there being two kanes here, and fome houfes as well as Ihops, it 
is grown into a fort of town called. Nallee-Bazar, as the other is called Nallee-Boiuke 
[Great Naflee J; there are three or four hundred Armenians, and about thirty Greeks, 
who live in the kanes, and are merchants. 


Chap. XL — Of Antioch on the Maander, and Apbrodijtas in Carla. 

I SET out from Naflee on the fecond of March, and went about four miles fouth to 
the Marauder: the river being neither large nor deep in this part, has only a flight 
wooden bridge over it. About a mile to the fouth of the Mmander, direftiy oppofite 
to Naflee, there is a ruined place called Arpas-kalefi, which probably is either ^ Cofcmia 
or Orthopia, which were great villages on the fouth fide of that river; it is walled 
round, and fituated on a hill, over a little plain, between the mountains to the fouth. 
Turning to the eaft, we ftopped at the houfe of the great aga of this country, who was 
taking me diverfion of hawking; we went to him, and he defired us to go to his houfe 
when he came home, he ordered a man to go with me to Geyra. We went to a vil¬ 
lage two leagues further to the eaft; it is at the entrance of a narrow vale liat extends- 
fouthwards between the hills; to the eaft of this place there is a low hill, which ftretches 
from eaft to weft, and is called lanichere, on which there are ruins of the v/alls of a 
town, and a great number of arches under ground; I take this place to be Antioch on 
the river Mseander, which is mentioned as fouth of the river, and that there was a 
bridge over it near the city; the territory of which was on both fides of the river ; it was 
formerly famous for figs, in which the country on the other fide of the Mseander ftill 
abounds, as far as GuzelhKTar. The rivulet, which runs from the valley to tlie eaft, 
is probably the Orfinus mentioned by Piiny_, as waftiing this town. This place is 
remarkable of late, as it was the fpot on which the famous rebel Soley Bey Ogle was 
cut off in the year one thoufand feven hundred and thirty-nine, with four dioufand of 
his followers, by about forty thoufand foldiers of the Grand Signor. Going about 
eight miles to the fouth, along this narrow vale, we left to the weft a town or large 
village, called Carajefo, which belongs to the Boftanjees, and is fo defended by the 
deep beds of mountain torrents, that Soley Bey could not make himfelf mafter of it:, 
there are fome Chriftians in the town. Turning to the eaft, and going four miles in 
a plain, which is about two leagues long from eaft to weft, and a league broad, I came 
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to a village called Geyra, towards the eaft end of it: this place is fitaated on the fpot 
of the antient Aphrodifias. The walls are about two miles in compafe, of an irregular 
triangular figure, the eaft fide of the town being very narrow; they feem to have been 
for the mofl: part deftroyed, and rebuilt out of the ruins of the antient fabrics, which 
appear to have been very magnificent; there are three gates of the city remaining; one 
to the weft, and two to the eaft. In the middle of the city there is a fmall hill, in the 
fide of which there was a theatre, now almoft entirely ruined; there are remains of 
an arched entrance to it, about the middle of the north fide, and of forae arches at 
each end of it, on •which the feats were probably built. The very fiimmit of the hill 
feems to have been a fortrefs; for this hill, and fome public buildings near, appear to 
have been enclofed with a very ftrong wall,, cafed ■with fmall hewn ftone, which might 
be defigned for the greater fecurity of their gods, and their treafures. To the north- 
weft: of this hill are remains of a building, which I take to have been a temple built to 
Aphrodifia or Veuus, from which this place might have its name; and I collefled from 
an infeription, that there was fome goddels particularly worlliipped here. This temple 
is built fomething after the manner of that of Ephefiis, with large piers of hewn ftone, 
on which, it is probable, arches were turned; and, by the holes in the ftones, the 
building appears to have been cafed with marble; it may allb be concluded, from fome 
remains near', that this temple was of the Corinthian order. About a furlong to the 
north-eaft, there are ruins of another moft magnificent temple, which, I conjeftured, 
was dedicated to Bacchus, from an infeription there, mentioning a prieft of Bacchus,' 
and irom a relief of a tiger, and a vine, which I faw among the ruins: the walls of it 
are deftroyed, and the ftones were probably carried away to build the town walls; but 
there are two magnificent rows of fluted Ionic pillars of white marble, •which are almoft 
entire; there are nineteen on each fide, four feet in diameter, and about five feet apart, 
each confiding of five ftones j there were five entrances at the weft end, three of wiiich 
are to the middle part between the pillars, and one on each fide; from the front there 
was a colonnade of Corinthian pillars of grey marble, one foot fix inches in diameter, 
but it could not correfpond with the magnificence of the lofty temple; there was a door 
place at each end, about thirty paces from thefe pillars, with which, it is probable, 
another colonnade ranged; and fome paces further, at the eaft end, there are two fluted 
Corinthian fflllars of grey marble, two feet in diameter, which fupport ah entablature. 
It is probable that a row of pillars went all round at this diftance; and I have great 
reafon to think, that between thefe and the temple, there were continued colonnades 
of Ionic pillars, two feet and a half in diameter, two-thirds of which were fluted j for 
there are a great many of thefe pillars ftanding, particularly to the fouth. I concluded, 
that there were above fifty from eaft to weft, and between twenty and thirty from 
north to fouth, by fupplying fiich as had.fallen down between others that were ftanding ; 
and on all fides I faw remains of fuch pillars extending to the theatre and the other 
temple, all which were, probably, covered, and made fpacious fhady u'alks for the 
great number of people that reforted to this place to their public games, as it appears 
they did by fome inferiptions there j and when it w'as all entire, it muft have made a' 
moft magnificent appearance. The middle part of this temple had been converted into 
a church, there being a femicircular wall at the eaft end, built in a different manner 
from the reft. On the north fide of the temple of Bacchus there is an altar -of grey 
marble, like that at Ephefus, refembling a large bafin with a hole through it in the 
middle, cut exaftly in the fame manner as that in the pavilion before mentioned, near 
Melaffo. A furlong to the north-weft there is a Circus, which is femicircular at botli 
ends; it is entire within, had an entrance at each end, and confifted of twenty-five 
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degrees of feats: the city wall is built againfl it, in which there are fome very fine cap* 
talsof that fort of Corinthian order which was ufed in Cam, Towards the eaft end of 
the Circus there is a femicircular wall, very ill built, like that of Ephefus, which makes 
a circle with the eafl end ; which confirms the conjecture that it was not originally in 
the Circus; polBbly the Chriftians might make fuch an mclofure, and ufe it for a 
church. In the walls of the city, towards the fouth-wefl corner, there are fome very 
fine reliefs, which feem to have been part of a frieze j they are moftly Cupids or winged 
perfons, encountering the giants with fpears, bows and arrows; the latter are repre- 
fenred below with two ferpents inftead of feet, turning up like the tails of tritons ; at 
one end, Jupiter, in a fmall figure, has one under his feet, and is levelling his thun¬ 
der at another; a perfon near is drawing a bow at them, and there is a- trophy near 
Jupiter. There are a great number of marble coffins in this place, fome of which are 
fluted, others have figures of perfons round diem in mezzo relievo, with pilafters on 
each fide; and there are infcriptions on fome; two of them, which are in the befl 
tafte, and are fet in the wall near the top, have on one fide two feftoojis of very excel¬ 
lent workmanfhip * in one they are fupported in the middle by a naked perfon; in 
another by a body wrapped up like an Egyptian mummy. 1 found an infcription here, 
which calls Antioch a colony j and another makes mention of the Plarafenfes, as 
united with the Aphrodifians, though I cannot find any fuch people fpoken of by antient 
authors. The village is a poor place; the Turks here make a very ftrong, well 
flavoured white wine, and drink of it very plentifully. Theie vines may be of the race 
of thofe which they had here when they were worftuppers of Bacchus. It is probable 
they formerly had fome ftaple commodity here, and that they bellowed great expences 
on their public games, in order to make people refort to a place which was fo much out 
of the way; for i found by a curious infcription, that great number of cities, even as 
for as the Euphrates, were partakers of their fports ; and in another there is a fort of 
table of the fees or falaries due to the feveral officers who were employed about the 
games. 

At Gera I went to the houfe of the aga, a venerable old man, who was one of thofe 
public fpirited Turks that entertains all flrang^s. I went out every day to fee the 
antiquities, and in the evening the inhabitants of the village came and fat with ns ; they 
were a very fqualid poor tribe of people, among whom I Ihould not have thought 
myfelf fafe if I had not had a letter from the great aga. I fet out on the feventh on 
my return to Naflee ; the firfl night 1 was generoufly entertained by a Turk, at a village 
called Chiflic, and arrived the next day at Naflee. 

** Chap. XIL — Of Laodicea on the Lycus. 

WE fet out from Naflee on the ninth of March, and went eaftward near the Maean- 
der. About fixteen miles from Naflee the hills on both fides come near the river, and 
opening again gradually, about three leagues farther there are feveral fources of hot 
water rifmg on the fouth fide of the river, and in the very bed of it, which exaftly 
am’.if i: 5 to the defcriprion of Carura, a village on the bounds of Phrygia and Caria, 
wliicii was formerly full of inns, for the convenience of travellers, and of thofe who 
frequented the waters, which are ordy bathed in, and not ufed for drinking. This 
place, as well as the country about it, was, and is ftill, much fubjeft to earthquakes. 
Strabo obferves, that a whole company of people that lodged here were fwallowed up 
by an earthquake, in the night. Oppofite to it, on the fide of the hill, is another hot 
water, from which afmoke or fleam arifes as from the others; the hills are of a red 
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colour, fo that, probably, they contain Ibme iron ore. Two leagues further the river 
firlt begins to ron near the foitthem mountains, and fo continues till it falls into the 
fea^j we eroded it in this place on a wooden bridge, tjie hills open, and make a large 
plain four leagues wide every way, in which the river Lycus falls into the Mseander. 
Towards tlie fouth-eaft part of this plain is a town, called Denizley, fituated on a low 
hill; the old town was deltroyed about twenty-five years pall by an earthquake, in 
which ^elve thoufand people periflied ; the town extended alfo to another rifing ground 
fouth o± it. After the earthquake the people began to live at their gardens and farms, 
and tliere are only very mean Ihopsin the town, which are built of unburnt brick and 
boards. There are about forty Armenians here, who live raolllyin a kane together; 
there are alfo feveral Greeks. The country near the town is much cultivated with vine¬ 
yards, they m^e raifins of the grapes, and a fort of fyrup like treacle, which they call 
BeemefSj and it ferves on all occafions inftead of fugar* There was a temple of the 
month Carus, between Laodicea_and Carura, and a famous fchool for the ftudy of 
phyfic, which might be at this place, where I law fome Hones which had marks on 
them of the antient workmanfhip. To the foutli and eaft ojf Deoizley there are very 
high mountains, covered with fnow, called Dag-Baba j^The . father of mountains]; they 
run e^ward from the neighbourhood of Geyra, and, turning to the north, bound 
part of the eaft end of this plain; they then extend again towards the eall, and from 
that corner a chain of low"^ Kills runs to the weft, and joins other hills, which extend to 
the high mountains fiirther^to the weft than Denizley; among thefe low hills, a league 
direftly Couth of Denizley, is Klkihiffar, the old Laodicea on the Lycus, one of the 
feven churches, which is frequently mentioned in the Revelations, and by St. PauL iii 
his epiftle to the Coloffians, whofe city was near unto it. Thefe high mountains are the 
antient niount Cadmus, and where they begin to bound this plain to the fouth the hills 
end, which had run all along from die jfea to the foudi of the Mseander, and, I fuppofe, 
were all comprehended under the name of mount Latmus. The ruins of Laodicea are 
on a low hill, about half a mile long, and a quarter of a mile broad; to the fouth of it 
there is a narrow vale, which is to the north of the plain and the Lycus, that runs in. a 
deep narrow bed, about half a mile from the town. Thd city was diftinguiflied by the 
name of this river, from others of the fame name, by the title of Laodicea on the Lycus. 
To the eaft there is a fmall rivulet, that may be the Afopus, which is faid to fall into the 
Lycus at this place; to the weft there is another fmall ftream, which is, probably, the 
Caprus; for Pliny fays, that it was w^alhed by thefe two rivers; the latter appears to 
have been a confiderable ftream from four large piers of a bridge, built of hewn ftone, 
which are now to the eaft of the river; fo that, probably, its courfe has been diverted, 
another way by earthquakes. The top of the hill, on which Laodicea ftood, is fome- 
what uneven entirely uninhabited, and appears like a green field, except where there 
are remains 01 antient buildings. It was at firft an inconfiderable city^ and began to 
flourifli after the time of the Roman conquefts in theft parts ; and notwithftanding its 
milerable defolationj there are remains in it of very great buildings* 

The eaftern part of the hill is lower than the reft, and towards the north-eaft corner 
there appears to have been an entrance up to the city, and a gate j for there are ruins 
of a building on each fide of the way, which feems to have been a to wer to defend the 
entrance; and, in order to ftrengthen the place on this fide, a fecond wall was built 
aciofs: at the weft end there feems to have been another entrance between two heights ; 
the north-weft corner is the higheft part of the hiH, and there are foundations of walls, 
which, probably, were thofe of a fortrefs, as it is the ftrongeft fituadon in the whole 
city* Further eaft, between this building and the theatre, I fuppofe, there%as another 
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■entrance, as tliere was on the oppofite fide to the fouth, a little more to the weft than 
the Circus, where there is now a road acrofs the hill. There are remains of three 
buildings along the middle of the hill, two of them appear like temples, built with 
large piers, on w'hich arches ■were turned; the whole was cafed with marble j and part 
of one of the piers is ftill covered with white marble; in the eaftern building I faw an 
Ionic entablature; the other, which is to the weft of them, was an oblong fquare 
building, which for the moft part feems to have been open, and had a colonnade on 
each fide, there being great remains of an entablature, and no figns of a wail, except 
at each end; it is fifty reet ■wide, and a hundred and eighty paces long. The Circus is 
on the fouth fide of the town, and appears as if it -tt'as hollowed down into the hill; it 
is not much ruined j the area witliin is three hundred paces long, and ninety feet wide: 
there are twenty-three feats remaining, and the ground, probably, has covered two 
more, the ufual number being tw^enty-five; there ■was an arched entrance at each end, 
•eleven feet -wide. Towards the eaft end of the Circus are remains of a very grand 
building, with doors from it, leading to the galleries round the top of the Circus, I faw 
in it two pillars, about a foot and a half in diameter, w'hich appeared to me to be of 
•oriental jafpar-agate, and if fo, mull be of great value. There was an enclofed area to 
the north of it; on a lower ground, to the weft of this building, there are remains of 
a colonnade leading to k. North of this are the ruins of a building like a theatre, which, 
from the dimenfions, I take to be an odeum, or mufic theatre. I could fee but eight 
•degrees of feats, though I have reafon to think there were twenty j the diameter 
between the feats was but feventy-feven feet and a half, and the fpace which the feats 
took up on each fide was thirty feet; fo that the whole diameter was a hundred and 
thirty-feven feet fix inches; there were three entrances in the front, that in the middle 
was twenty feet wide, and the other two twelve, and were divided by two piers about 
fix feet high, on which there were two Corinthian pilafters on every fide; there is a 
■relief of a head, in the middle of the capital, inftead of the rofe; I Ihould conjefture, 
that a couplet of pillars was erefted on each of them, as well as on two others, on the 
fides of the narrow entrances; they were probably of the Compofite order; for I law 
near this place a Compofite capital, finely wrought, reprefenting a vafe covered with 
leaves, and fruit round at the top of it like peaches, inftead of eggs and darts. From 
the carvings which I faw about the building, it appears to have been adorned in the 
higheft manner. 

On the north fide of the hill there is a theatre, fronting "weftward to the ftreet that 
led into the city; there are no remains of the front of it, and the feats are broke do'wn 
at both ends; the other parts are not much ruined, being built up the hill; the diame¬ 
ter of it within the feats is fixty-feven feet j there were about forty-three degrees of 
feats, and eleven defeents down from the top, which are two feet wide, and the upper- 
moft are about fifty-live feet apart; thofe defeents are made by dividing each feat into 
two Heps. To the eaft of this is a very grand theatre, the feats being about three 
quarters of a circle ; it feems to have ferved for the ufes of an amphitheatre, and fo, 
probably, did moft of the theatres in the eaft; for I do not remember ever to have 
ieen in thefe parts what is properly called an amphitheatre, that is, an entire oval, or 
round building. This theatre is every way cut out of the hiU, except the part to the 
front, which opens to the north; the area within the feats was about a hundred and 
ten feet in diameter j there were fifty degrees of feats above the podium, or gallery at 
the bottom, which is fifteen broad, and is now only four feet above the ground; there 
are feventeen defeents, like thofe in the other theatre. There feems to have been 
much ait bellowed on the front, which was of tlie Corinthian order ufed ui Caria j 
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there was a defcent down from it of above twenty feet; and, as well as I could judge, 
the fteps made a circle with' the feats of the theatre, to which I imagine they might 
join ; for the entrance being eight feet wide, the wail, thirty-five feet on each fide of 
it, is built like a pedeftal, and makes a fegment of a circle, the die of which pedeual 
or bafement was richly adorned with reliefs; from this there extended, on each iide, 
in a ftraight line, a colonnade of fquare pillars, nine in number, covered with femi- 
circular pilafters, being about two feet thick, and five feet two inches apart; this feems 
to have been a grand portico on each fide of the oitrance: before the front there lies a 
ftatue of a woman ten feet long ; the drapery of it is very fine; the garments, being 
long, almoft covered the feet; and three feet below the neck the vefl hangs over, as if 
tied about the loins ; and fix inches lower the gannent hangs over again in the fame 
manner; the whole is beautifully executed; the head feems to have been of another 
piece, there being a focket for it to go in, and, probably, it was of a more coft^ 
material. At the fouth-weft corner of the city there are fome fmall ruins of a church, 
in which are fragments of a pillar or two of dark grey marble, of the Cipolino kind. 
Below the church, to the fouth, are remains of many ftone coffins, where, it is to be 
fuppofed, they depofited their dead. 

There being no water on this hill, the city was fiipplied by an aqueduft, which run. 
along the fide of the hills from the fouth, and conveyed the water from fome ftreams 
which come from mount Cadmus; it was carried through a valley on fome arches, 
which ate now ruined, and croffing a hill, partly on the ground, and partly on arches, 
it was carried through the vale, and up the hill on which the city ftands. The water 
runs in a channel two feet in diameter, bored through ftones, which are about three 
feet fquare, being let into one another, and the refervoir of water feems to have bem 
at the end of the grand building over the Circus; for a wall remains there, which is 
incrufted with petrifications from the droppings of the water. Strabo fays, he was 
informed, that the waters of Laodicea were of the nature of thofe of Hierapolis in 
making tliefe petrifications, which is alfo feen in the arches and pipes; the latter have 
an incruftation on the infide, three or four inches thick, and the arches are^ loaded 
with this rock-work, Strabo alio takes notice, that the iheep about Laodicea are 
exceedingly black, which is very true, three parts of them being black in all the 
country from Naflee to this place, and Ibme of them are black and white like the 
Ethiopian iheep. 

Chap. XIII, — Of Hierapolis in Great Phrygia. 

OPPOSITE to Laodicea, about a league to the north of the river Lycas, are the- 
remains of Hierapolis, mentioned by Saint Paul, in his epiftle to the Coloflians, which 
had its name from the great number of temples that were antiently in the city; it is 
now called Parabouk-Kalefi [The Cotton Caftle] : it is fituated on a flat fpot on the- 
foot of a mountain, the walls of it extending up the fide of the hill, and is about a 
mile and a half in circumference. This city is placed by Ptolemy in Great Phrygia,. 
though Strabo fpeaks of it under Lydia, among, thofe cities which -were of a mixed- 
race.* Philadelphia, now called Allaclhahar, which is about thirty miles to the north, 
was in Lydia. TripoHs, which was between Hierapolis and Philadelphia,, is- placed by 
Ptolemy in Caria; and on a medal publiflied by Spanheijn, it is called Tripolis on the 
Mseander; fo that, probably, it was on the north fide of this river, where- it runs 
bemeen the hills; and as Laodicea, on the fouth fide of the Lycus, is in Caria, and 
Hierapolis in Phrygia, it is probable that the country between the Lycus and Mseander- 
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was in Great Phrygia. Tnpolis is put down in the Tables as twelre miles from Hiera- 
polisj in the road to Phiiadelphia; and, I fuppofej it was at Oftraven, which is about 
that diftance, where, I was informed, there are fome ruins, Tripolis was no incon- 
fiderable place ; for there are fei^eral medals of it found in thefe parts. Between Hie- 
rapolis and Philadelphia was the country called Gatakekaumenfi, reckoned to be a part 
of Myfia, or Mseonia j it was a fandy burnt foil, producing only vines 3 it is fuppofed 
to have fuffered by volcanos, and 'w^s computed to be fixty-tw^o miles long and 
fifty broad. 

At a fmall diftance to the eaft of the walls of Hierapolis there is a deep bed of a 
winter torrent, over which there are ruins of a bridge built on the rock, which feenis 
to have ferved for an aqueduft, and to have confifted of two arches, one over another, 
twenty dive feet wide. At the afcent between this and the town there are fome ftone 
coffins and fepulchral buildings j moft of the latter are fmall, having a door at the 
end, and a pediment in front; fo that they appear like little temples; within them, 
about half way up, are ftone benches to lay the bodies on, wliich were alfo depofited 
under them; one of the fepulchral monuments, which is more grand than the reft, 
confifts of a wall built to a rifing ground, and adorned with five pilafters, fupporting 
a grand entablature; on the other fide the ground is as high as the entablature, on 
which there is a Greek infcription ; two of the fpaces between the pilafters, half way 
from the top, are cut in holes in figures of lozenges and half lozenges, like windows, 
though there does not appear to be any apartments within, nor is there any vifible 
entrance. 

At fome diftance from the weft fide of the town there are a great number of fepul¬ 
chral buildings, and ftone coffins, extending for half a mile, A hundred and fixty 
paces from the weft gate of the city there is a coloimade of pillars, two feet fquare, on 
which there are femicircular pilafters; it extends a hundred and fifty paces, and leads 
to a building which is in a bad tafte, and I fuppofe to be a triumphal arch, from an 
infcripdon over it, in honour of fome emperor ; it confifts of three arches, and a round 
tower on each fide of it* To the north and fouth there are two or three fmall buildings, 
and feveral others in a line from them towards the eaft ; they extend about a hundred 
paces to the remains of a very magnificent church, to which there is no entrance on 
that fide. I conjefture that thefe buildings are alfo fepulchral. The church is built 
piers, on which there are arches turned, as in the antient temples ; and from 
this building the fepulchres extend weftward; fome of them are built like thofe already 
defcribed others like large fquare pedeftals ; and the tops of feveral of them are 
covered with ftone coffins, of which hkewife there are a great number. I faw alfo 
two or three circular inclofures, with an oblong fquare room built under ground, like 
thofe near Smyrna, and covered over only with three long ftones; and fo are many of 
the other buildings; fome being worked like an arch, others like a roof, ending in an 
angle at top; on many of thefe there are Infcriptions, but being built of a freeftone, 
they are for the moft part defaced. T. here are alfo ruins of another magnificent church 
to the eaft of the hot waters. 

On the fide of the hill which is to the north of the city, there is a very beautiful 
theatre, which fronts to the fouth, and is the moft perfeft I have fcen; for though the 
front of it is a little ruined, yet fo much remains, that one may judge in what manner 
it was trnilt; it had thirteen ^ched entrances, five of which opened to the front of the 
area, and four on each fide in the femicircle. There is a gallery round the theatre, 
above which there are twenty-five feats, and I fuppofe that there wei'e as many below 
it; though the ground is fo much rifen, that there are but few to be feen at prefent: 
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the theatre is not entirely hollowed into the hill ^ and there are nvo entrances froni the 
gallery on eacli fide near the front to the arches on wliich the feats are built, and trom 
one of them on each fide, there is a defcent down to one of the doors in the front; 
and there are feven defcents down the feats from the top, as defcribed m fbnie other 
theatres; the door frames within, which are of white marble, are beautifully carved, 
and there are fragments of fine reliefs cut on white marble, in which combats are 
reprefeiited, \yhich confirms tlie conjecture, that the theatres ferved for luch diverlions 

as well as for aCting* . ..- -r u 

The warm waters here are the greatefl natural curiofities m Alia; they riJe to.the 
fouth of the tlieatre in a deep bafon, and are very clear ; they ai'e only tepid, have t le 
tafte of the Pyrmont waters, but are not fo ftrong, and muft have m them ^ 
quantity of fulphur ; they do not drink them, though I could not perceive either lalt or 
vitriol in the tafie of them to make them unwholefonie. The fprings now fo plentiiuliy 
that they .make a confiderable Itream ; it is obferved by the antients, that thele 
wei^e excellent for dying, and that the roots of the trees at this place gave a tmaure 
equal to the fcarlet and purple, and now there are fhrubs growing about the hill, the 
roots of which are incrufted with a petrification of thefe waters, which mighty be idea 
in dying. The water now runs in channels about three feet vdde^ which are mcmited 
on each fide to the thicknefs of about half a foot. The fide of the hill, where the 
water runs, is covered with a white incruftation, and the channels which conveyed it 
through tlie city into the plain are entirely filled up, as well as the arches of the 
duft, all appearing like the foUd rock; and I obferved, towards the brow of the hill, 
ibme hollow^ parts, where the rain water has fettled, round which there are partitions 
of a white fulphureous incruftanon, probably occafioned by the motion Jhe water m 
windy w^eather ; and in fome parts there are little heaps, which appear like white fal^ 
but are folid ftone. In one part, where the water runs down the hill, it forms a molt 
beautiful hanging petrification like rock w'ork j the fide of the hills below appearing as 
white asfiiow; and polfibly they might call this place Pambouk-Katefi [i he cotton 
cafile], from the refemblanceof its whitenefs to that of cotton. There are ruins of 
walls, and a colonnade round the bafon of water, and remains of porticos, and other 
buildings about it: and to the north of the water there is an oblong fquare biiildmg, 
which feems to have had an open colonnade to the bafon ; it is built in a very particular 
manner, as if it was defigiied for the reception of flatues, and is, without doubt, the 
temple of Apollo mentioned by Phorius, as built near the lake or bafon. ^ To the louth 
of the waters there are great remains of molt magnificent baths, confiilmg of a large 
court, with a portico of fquare pillars at each end; thefe pillars, and others 

which I faw, are very curious; they refeinble the Jallo Antico, or that of Siena, and 
feem to be a natural compofition of pieces of marble, and of this yellow petrification ; 
this mixture may be accidental, or might have been made by putting marble m places 
where this water run, in order to bo inclofed by this curious petrification. The rooms 
for the baths, to the fouth of this area arc very fpacious, and covered with arches- 
Another great curiofity here \yas%vhat they called Plutonium, a cave, out of which a 
vapour exhaled, tliat was mortal to animals, like that at Piennoiiut, and, I fiippofe, 
for the fame reafon, the waters here being of the fame nature. Jliey promifed to 
fliew me this place, but brought me to a deep hole full of water near the bafon, wmeh 
was more ftrongly impregnated with the mineral; but it had no iiumiier of efFedl on a 
bird which I put on the water. They fay the water Is exceedingly deep, and tlrat for^ 
merly it was noxious. If It agreed with the fitiiation defcribed by Strabo, I fltould_ have 
thought that this was the cavern, and that it had been filled with water, by a tpnng 
voi.x. 4 5 ^ 
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breaking into It; but as he defcribes it under the brow of the hill, in a fquare inclofure 
of about half an acre, it might be a place to the fouth-wefl: of the baths, where, below 
the brow of the hill, there is a high wall, which runs from the hill to the fouth, and 
then tui'ns to the weft, the water having been diverted to it, probably, on purpofe to 
cement the building, which looks like the natural rock, though, when I was on the 
fpot, as this did not occur to me, fo I did not examine into the truth of it; and if it 
was here, it is probable the hole is either filled up, or that fuch a vapour does not at 
prefent proceed from it, as it is a thing that is not known. 

f went from Denizley to fee Laodicea and Pambouk, having taken up my quarters 
there in one of the moft private coftee houfes. The officer here came to demand the 
harach, or yearly tax upon Chriltians, on wdiich I produced my firman, wffiich, 
according to cuftom, was carried to the cadi, who laid, if I would pay him a fum, 
amounting to about as much as the harach, I fliouid not be obliged to pay that tax,, 
and, on my refufal, he gave orders that I Ihould not be furniffied w'ilh horfes to go on j 
upon this I applied to t& aga, who did me juftice, and was fo generous as not to- 
accept of a prefent which I fent to him as a mark of my gratitude. 

Chap. XIV. — Of Colojfe^ Apameay Ciboius, and Synnada, in Great Phrygia, 

FROM Denizley we continued on our journey to the north-eaft, and went by a large 
ftream called Sultan Emir, which I take to be the river Cadmus; it runs near that 
corner of the mountains, from which the hills of Laodicea begin, and falls into the 
l.ycus, about a league to the eaft of that city. At the bridge, where we pafted over 
the Lycus, there is an antient well-built kane, called Accan; it is of white marble, and 
was, doubtlefs, built out of fome antient ruin. I faw a head of a ftame in the w'alls, 
a relief of Medufa’s head, and another ftone with a relief on it of two dragons. Mount 
Cadmus turns here to the eaft, and runsfo for about fix miles; at the northern foot of 
it there is a rock w'ith a caftle on it, which, with a village below it, has the name of 
Konous. This was the ftrong hold of Soley Bey, where he generally refided, and had 
eleven cannon for his defence: it is thought to be Colofse, mentioned as near Laodicea j 
to the inhabitants of which city Saint Paul’s epiftle to the Coloffians is addrefted. All 
over the plain there are fmall channels made for the water to pals, which are now dry, 
but they are incruftedlike thofe of Pambouk j they are on a high ground over the vale, 
which extends to the hills; this high ground, in one place, makes a femicircle over 
the valley, and the bed of a river, which runs in it; acrofs this fpot there is a row of 
ftoiies fet up an end for about half a mile, which could not be for defence, for there 
are no ruins of a wall; but finding to tlie north of them graves made in the ground, 
with ftones like thefe fet up an end at them, and fome little pillars crowned with 
pyramids, I conjeftured that fuch tombs were likewife under thefe, which might be 
made in a line in this regular maimer. To the fouth of thefe and of the rivulet there 
is a high fquare piece of ground, which feems to have been regularly laid out for a for¬ 
tification, the banks all round being like a hanging ground; and there is an afeent to 
it on the north fide, over which there is a raifed work; it is a plain Ipot, on which 
there are no ruins, and the people fpeak of it as an unfiniffied fortrels; which, if 
Colofse was near, might be defigned for a place of defence; though I could not be 
infonned of any other ruins here. 

A little further the hills run for about two leagues to the north, and then turning 
eaft again, they are the fouthern bounds of a fine vale about a league wide, and four 
leagues long, in which, poffibly, the town Themifoniura might be fituated. On the 
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fouth fide of the above-mentioned hills there are waters like thofe at Hierapolis, rifing 
on the fide of the hill, and rumiiiig down in the fame manner; they incrull it with a 
W'hite petrification; and on the oppofite fide there are other hot w^aters. We, came to 
the foot of the high hills to the north of this vale, where there was an encampment of 
Turcomen, who breed camels and other cattle; they fpoke kindly to us, but we were 
fenfible that we were in great danger from them: when we afcended the woody moun¬ 
tains, the janizary looked pale, and owned he never was in fo great a terror; for thefe 
Turcomen, when they attack people, fiioot from the woods, and travellers are wounded 
or murdered without feeing any enemy. We croffed over the high hills to the north- 
eall, and came to a village, where we were conduced to an uninhabited houfe, and two 
green heads foon brought us a hot fupper, and I treated the village with coffee. On 
the fifteenth we went on in this finall plain, which leads to the north-weft into the great 
plains of the Mseander, which are from two to three leagues wide, and above twenty 
miles long; the Meander runs along on the weft fide of them for about twelve miles, 
and goes in between the hills, going, as I fuppofe, about fouth-weft, and comes into 
the plains of Laodicea; and, it is probable, that betw'een thefe hills were the ruins of 
Tripolis, as well as that lake, which Strabo mentions between Laodicea and Apamea, 
The Maeander runs to the weft, at the diftance of eight miles from the north end of 
the plain, turning fouth when it comes near the weft fide of it; it before runs through 
a plain joined by this, which extends to the eaft; that plain is about two leagues wide, 
and four long; at the eaft end of it there is a high hill, and a village called Dlnglar, 
where the Maeander rifes, and, as they fay, falls Aovm. a hill from a lake at the top of 
it, where, as I was informed, there are fame ruins, but could not have the opportunity 
ol a caravan to that place, having travelled fo far in fafety without company. Strabo 
fays, the Maeander rifes from a hill of the Celasni, where, according to Livy, there 
was a ftrong fort. Metropolis feeras to have been between this place and Apamea. 
Going over the Maeander, where it crofles the large plain, we lay at a village on the 
north fide of it, and having travelled eight miles, came to a town called Ifliecleh, 
under the hills which are at the north end of the plain, and, according to Pliny, had 
the name of Signia. This place is fituated at the rife of a river, which muft be the 
antient river Marfyas, now called Ochieufe, and confequently this muft be Apamea 
Cibotus. A more delightful fcene caimot be imagined than the rife of this river, 
which flows out of the foot of the mountain in eight or nine ftreams, forae of wluch 
are large; the water is very clear, and all the ftreams foon unite, and run through the 
plain into the Mteander. The place is fo pleafant, that the poets fay, the nymphs, 
taken with the beauty of it, fettled on the rock over the rife of this river. Here alfo, 
they fix the famous contention in the art of mufic between Apollo and Marfyas. 
Thefe fables Strabo feems to place at the rife of the Mteander; and Quintus Curtius 
alfo defcribes the rife of the Maeander, and applies it to the Marfyas, in faying that it 
rifes from the top of the hill, and falls down the rocks with a great noife. On the 
whole, it is probable Celaene was here on the hill, and Apamea on the plain, and 
being a place of great trade, the fuburbs of it might extend near as far as the Mjcan- 
der; and fome authors might choofe to diftinguifli it as being on the Mseander, which 
was a noted river; and when that river is faid to rife at Celasne, it muft be underftood 
of the mountain of that name, though Strabo feems to place the town Celine at the 
rife of it, which, by a fmall correftion, may be underftood, that Celtene was fome- 
where on that mountain. There are many difficulties in relation to the account which 
different authors give of the rife of thefe rivers, and of the towns about them; the 
greateft is to reconcile the account they give of them as rifing from the fame fources, 
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as they feemed to be fourteen miles apart; but Maximus Tyrius, who was on the ipot, 
feenis to reconcile them; for he fays, that they rife from the fame fountains, which, 
by others, are called a lake over the head of tite Mseauder; fo that w'e are to fuppofe, 
that the Ma^ander rifes at the lake, and that another llream is loft under the hills, and 
afterwards cohiqs out here at the foot of them. Ihere are many pieces of pillars and 
wrought ftones here, andfome few inferiptions j but moft of them are iinperfedf. At 
the fouth fide of the town there are foundations of feme large buildings, where they 
lately dug out a ftone, on w'hich there is an infcriplion that mentions the council and 
people. *Over the town is a very high fteep hill, on which are feme little remains^ of 
the antlent fortrefs, which was fo ftrong by nature, that the people of the town going 
to it for refuge, Alexander the Great could not take it; and the people agreeing to 
furrender, if Darius did not come to their fuccour in fixty days, Alexander thought 
proper to wait fo long to have it on thofe terms: it was a fatisfaflion to buy at this 
place the medals of that great man, though I had them before, fuppofing they might 
be left here by his army. Xhe fecond name of this city feems to have been Cibotus; 
and Antiochus Soter, king of Syria, founded Aparaea, and brought the inhabitants of 
Celsene to it, which, probably, was on the hill over the prefent town ; and he called 
the new town Apamea from his mother j which, to diftinguifli it from other cities of 
that name, had the name of Apamea Cibotus. Pollibly the paflage of Strabo may be 
corrupted, which mentions Apamea at the mouth of the Marfyas, which lliould have 
been faid to be at the rife of it, becaufe he fays immediately alter, the Marfyas rifes at 
the city, runs through it and the fuburbs, and falls into the Meander; and Curtius 
fays, that, after it has paffed the city, it was called the Lyens. This place has often 
been deftroyed by earthquakes, and I felt one there which continued a confiderable 
lime. Strabo fuppofes that they were antiently worfliippers of Neptune, and had their 
name from his fon Caelanus by Celaena. This river produces great plenty of large 
Cray fifti and fine carp of an extraordinary fize, both which are fold at luch low prices, 
that the common people eat them as the cheapeft food: there are no Chriftians in the 
town, except a few Armenians, and two or three Greeks who come with their goods, 
and lodge in the kanes. I faw here foine fragments of pillars of Cipollino marble, 
being of a moft beautiful pale green, with a variety of fliades; I had leen of the fame 
fort at Alexandria in Egypt, and it is probable the quarry is in this country. 

Soley Bey wasfo abfolute a mafter of Ifhecleh that he put an aga into it. I thought 
it proper to make a fmall prefent to the governor, and the people were very civil. An 
effendi of the law came and fat with me, and was very mquifitive about the age of thefe 
antiquities. Another Turk came and informed me where all the antiquities were, and 
one of them fent to me to copy an infeription that was in his houfe; and I made this 
obfervation in general, that the Turks are commonly a better people where they are at 
a diftance from thefea, being much exalperated on the fea-coafts by the treatment of 
the corfairs. 

The plain between Ifhecleh and the rife of the Mtcander is bounded to the north and 
fouth by high hills; in this plain there is a river that falls into the Meander, called 
Bouarbafha, which, probably, is the river Orgas, that is faid to have fallen into the- 
Mseander above the Marfias; and Apollomas Metropolis might be about that place, 
as Sanaos probably was towards the fouth end of the great plain we came through, 
where 1 faw many ftones of antient buildings in the Mahometan burial places. I make 
this conjefture from the order in which Strabo mentions the jdaces to the fouth of 
the Mveander, going from weft to eaft. Ifhecleh is about fifty miles from Satalia in 
Pamphilia, the old Attalia. 
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To the eaft of the rife of the Meander is that part of great Phrygia, called 
Phrygia Parorius from the mountains of that name, which run acrofs it from eafl: 
to weft; on the north fide of them was Philomelimn, which I take to have been at 
Sparta; "on the fouth was Antioch of Piiidia, which probably was at Bourdour, where 
there are great ruins; it is twelve miles from Sparta in the way to Satalia, thefe being 
about eighteen miles apai’t; thefe places are on the borders of Lycaonia and Ifuria. 

On the twentieth we fet out with the caravan from Ilhecleh, crofted over the moun¬ 
tains to the north, and came into a large plain; towards the north-eaft corner of it is 
Sandacleh; this plain opens into another to the fouth-eaft, which feems to extend a 
great way, and which I take to be the north part of Phrygia Parorius. ^ I conjefture 
that Symiada might be fituated in this plain of Sandacleh, though it is rather too 
large for that w'hich Strabo defcribes, as only fixty ftadia, or eight miles probably in 
length. There are nor the leaft marks of any antiquities at Sandacleh,^ except on a 
hill to the weft of the town, where there are ruins of an old caftle, on which there is a 
Turkilh infcription, and probably it is a building of the middle ages. A league before 
we came to this town we pafled by fprings of hot waters, and three baths built at 
them; there are here fome litde ruins of buildings; but I think not confiderable 
enough for fuch a city as Synnada mull have been, where the Roman conventus was 
held. The hot waters before mentioned have a ftrong chalybeat tafte, feem to be very 
good, and are greedily drank by the people of the caravan who pafs by; Synnada was 
famous for a quarry of alabafter*, and I faw in thefe parts fome few pieces of the 
whiteft kind. We ftayed that night at Sandacleh, and on the twenty-firft croffed over 
the mountains into a fmall plain that would better agree with the defcription of that 
in which Synnada ftdod; but 1 could not be informed of any antiquities about it. It 
was very cold frofty weather, and we afcended with great difficulty fome low moun¬ 
tains covered with fnow, being obliged to walk great part of the day ; and not having 
water with us, I was fo exceedingly thirfty that I drank of the fiiow water wherever I 
could find if, which, without any other effea, in about three days, as I imagined, 
caufed my arms to break out in blifters in feveral parts, foraething in the manner of 
St. Anthony’s fire. We came much fatigued to a village, where they very offidoully 
fupplied us with fuel, and provided a plentiful fiipper, without expefting any return. 
On the twenry-fecond we defcended the hills for two hours into a large plain, extend¬ 
ing beyond view to the eaft, and at the foot of them came to Carahiftar, towards 
the fouth-well corner of the plain. 

Of Carabiffar^theantient Prynmejia-^ and feme ether places in Great Phrygia. 

CARAmSSAR is diftiuguiflied among the Turks by the name of Aphioum Cai-a- 
hiffar, on account of the great quantities of aphioum or opium which is made hcrp. 
I had great fatisfadlion in finding by an infcription that Carahilfar is the antient Prym- 
nefia of Ptolemy, becaufe it is of great ufe in making conjectures as to the fituation of 
other places mentioned by that author. This city is commonly faid to be half way 
between Smyrna and Angora, being feven days journey from each, though it is cora- 
' puted to be a hundred and forty miles from Smyrna, and only a hundred and four 
from Angora ; it is fituated at the foot of the mountains rotmd a very high rock, about 
half a mile in circumference, on the top of which they have built a fortrels ^ ihe rock, 
is a fort of baftard brown granite; it is of a black hue, from which the town is called 

* Wliite marble fpottcd with red. See Pliny. The alabafter was probably ftalaftitic. 
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CarahiiTar [the blacTc caftle] ; it is fo very fteep that it wouIJ be Impregnable if fup- 
plied with provifions and w ater, and it leems to be half a quarter of a mile in perpen¬ 
dicular height. The town is near three miles in circun^erence, and it is a grat 
Thoroughlare, has much trade, and good fliops provided with all forts of things, being 
in a. pl6ntifiil conntryj and many caravans pafs through ic. It is the refidcnc^ of a 
pallia. There are in the city ten raorques”; one of them is a noble building, with a 
portico before it ; the whole being covered with domes. There are neither Greeks 
nor Jews in the city, but about fifty Armenian families, befides feveral merchants and 
tradefnien, who ftay here part of the year, as they do in other towns, living in kanes ; 
they have two churches, and of late they have had a bilhop, whom they call metropoli¬ 
tan. In the country between this and Smyrna, they make moft of the Turkey carpets, 
particularly the largeft at Oulhak, three days journey from Carahiffar, and at Goula 
iwo days journey further, and about a place called Goirdas, twenty miles to the fouth 
weft of Goula, and towards Akiflar, the old Thyatira; but further eaft they make 
moftly that fort, which are called Turkomen carpets, without nap, and in broad ftripes 

and figures. ... t. ’/i- 

At this place they came to demand of me the tax which is impofed on Chnftians; 
and my firman or paffport was carried to the judge, who had the high title of mulla, in 
order to convince him that I was a Frank; he told them that they coul^ take no 
liarach or tax of me, but very coolly laid my firman by him, and laid, I mull pay him 
a certain fum, and then he would return it to me. I refiifed to prefent what he requefted, 
and fent him word that if he would not return my firman I would complain to the palha; 
to which he replied, I mull make the palha a prefent of a greater value than what he 
demanded. I accordingly difpatched the janizary to the palha, who fent one of his 
fervants to defire the mulla to let him fee the firman, and the pallia gave it to my 
janizary. I afterwards, out of gratitude,-prefented his caiawith coftee, and the palha 
with fome fweetmeats I happened to have by me for fuch an occafion. Whilft I was at 
Carahiffar, a young Bohemian made a Have at Belgrade came to me, who had turned 
Mahometan on his mailer promifing him a wife. 

Achlhaher or Oxlhaher, is fituated about thirty miles call north eaft of Carahiffar; 
there are fome ruins at that place, which I take to have been Eumenia, and that this 
plain is the country of Eumenia mentioned in Great Phrygia*. We 

As the road from Aleppo to Conftantinople pafies through this country, I fhall give fome account of 
that road, which I received from a friend who travelled twice that way, as it will give an opportunity of 
explaining many things relating to the geograpliy of Aha Minor- He went from Aleppo tw^enty miles to 
a hamlet called Caffae, where there are feveral Greek inferiptions; thirteen miles further is Tefeen, and 
thirty-three miles "beyond that is Antioch, from which it is twenty-feven miles to Baylane, and twenty-four 
further to Baias, though the lalt computation feems to be rather too great; it is feven miles to Curtculu* 
and thirty-three further to Adana, mo if of which places have been mentioned before, Frpm Adana there 
is a plcatot road over fmall hills, and through fine valleys on the banks of a river, which, I fuppofe, is the 
Cydnus, Twenty-two miles from Adana there is a ruined kane called Chockel 5 from this place the road 
begins to afeend mount Taurus, called by the Turks Hagem-Dagli, The way is very rocky, and Uiere arc 
feveral narrow palTages in it; over one of them there is a fort refs called Dulack or Haverent, conjectured 
to be Fort Havara, mentioned by Tacitus; it is about a mile from R am adan-Oglij which is twenty-feven 
miles from Chockel; the air of Adana being very bad, the people of that city remove to this place, and 
live here in the months of June, July, and Auguft ; they dwell in huts built of mud and Hone, covered with 
boughs- The road continues through the narrow vales between mount Taurus, and leads to a river 
called Carafu [the black water fuppofed to be the Cydnus; here it is conje^ured Cyrus had his camp, 
mentioned by Xenophon ; the road crofTes the river, and leads to a large village called Olufia, twenty-four 
miles from Ramadan Ogli, This place is remarkable for nothing but a breed of large maftiff dogs, whicli 
the people take out wnth them to deflroy the boars and other wild beafts* The road is moftly over hills, 
ahnoft as far as Eraglia, which is in a large fruitful plain^ and feems to be part of Lycaonia ; this town la 
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We fet out on the twenty-fifth with the caravan, which was going from Smyrna to 
Angora, and had froft and fnow, and a very fevere wind. We eroded the plain about 
two leagues to the north-eaft, pafling over a large ftream, which poffibly may fall into the 
Halys, and fo into the Euxine fea* We went over fome low hills, and among them 
came to a ruined village, where there are many fepukhral grots, and fome figns 
of antient buildings j among them I faw a fine capital of the Ionic order. We lay at a 
village in a large kane built like a barn, about eighteen miles from CarahJffiir. On 
the twenty-fixth we came into a fmall plain, and going between other liills to the nordi- 
eall, we croffed another plain about a league over, in the middle of which there is a 
tower, well built of brick and ftone, there being one tier of hewn ftone, and live of 
brick alternately; it feems to be a building of the time of the firft; eailern emperors 

CHI a river, wVikb I fuppofe falls inta the Halys, being to the north of mount Taurus ; it is twenty-four 
miles from^ Olufia. Tlie foil of the plain is fait, and there is a very fait lake towards Garahonar [the black 
river], which is thirty-three miles further ; it tsa barren fandy plain, In which the road continues twenty- 
four miles to Ifmit, aud thirty-three to Cognia, the antient Jcoiiium, which is about three miles iVora a 
part of mount Taurus, called Gaur-Dagli. Cognia is lituated on the fmall river Mariam, which is loll in 
the gardens, and does not extend as far as Ciirchumbahr, fuppofed to be Palus Trogilius ; it is about eight 
miles to the uortli-eaH of the city, and is dry in fummer. This dty is large and ill built j there are a grt-at 
number of Greek and Latin inferiptions in the walls. From Cognia, the road is through the fame kiml of 
country ten miles to a ruined place, where there is an imperfect Greek infeription, and twelve miles furtlier 
to aiiotlier mined place called Curfunnu, where there are fome Greek inferiptions, and the head of acolofTiil 
flat lie, of a black Hone, about two feet in length. A mile further is Latic, cmije^ured to be Laodicea 
Comb u ft a, wbere there are a great number of Greek inferiptions ; paiftng by a town eahed A rent, thirty- 
three miles further, there is a large town called Ulgun beyond it is a confiderable which pours 

down from the mountain, and foon afterwards makes a lake twenty miles in circumference, called Chiaur^ 
Ghiol, and was conjedured to he the lake Caralitis of the antients. The road afterwards is through 
plains, and over fmall eminences, for thirty-three miles to Oxfhahar or Achlhahar, which I fuppofe, ma/be 
Eumenia in Great Phrygia. A river runs through tlie middle of it, which is probably that which I pafTtd 
to the north of CarahifTarj and fuppofed to fall into the Sagaris; there are many Greek and I.atin itifcrip- 
tions here, fome ruins, and a relief of a Roman eagle in marble; a paflia reiides in this place. The road is 
very pleafant for iixteen miles to Seleuchtier under the mountains, which was conjedured to be Seleucia or 
Saglaifus, there being fome ruins there; the country abounds in apples, pears, and other fruit, more than 
any other part of Turkey. Here the road to Smyrna continues on diredJy weft near the foot of the 
mountains, the way to Conftantinople being to the north-weft; from this place the road to Conftantinoplcr 
croftes a plain, and over a river on a bridge made of fome ruined buildings ; this, I fuppofe, to be the river 
which I pafted two leagues to the north of Carahiftar, and about thefe parts a caftle was feen to the fouth 
on a high rock, which I conjedure might be Carahifikr. After lixteen miles the road to^Conftanthiople palfes 
through Belawoden or Bile^Aigau, a large town, and three miles beyond it, comes to the mountain called Emir- 
Dagli, Anadoli-Dagii, and KefchierDagli, invvhich there are feveral grottos Uiat leemed to be catacombs 
The road was pleafant for thirty-three miles to ShrofF-Paftia-Rane, where there is a large village ; the way 
is good through a barren country for twenty-four miles to Saida Gazcll, where there is a large convent of 
Derviihes ; from this place the country is uneven for twenty-four miles to EflekShahar ; about half way there 
are fome ruins, and Greek inferiptions at a place called Angura, which was conjedured to be Ancyra of Phry¬ 
gia. Efta-Shahar isa large city at the foot of a ftony mountain, probably Sipylns ; a river runs near it, wliidi 
was conjedured to be the river Hermus, and if fo, this muft be the beginning of the plain Hyreauus. 
There is a delightful road for twenty-four miles through a pleafant wood called Siirmines, and by many 
fprings to a fmall town of the name of Seguta ; the road is then through a conntr)^,, partly woody, and 
partly improved vvith mulberry gardens for the ftlk, there being great plenty of water; we went after¬ 
wards for five miles down rocky mountains to Vizier Han, on a river called Socher Yerderefu, which runs 
between rocky hills ; the road is mountainous, but affords a great variety of beautiful views, and at the 
end of eleven miles is Left key, fituated on the river Gatipo, the antient Gall us, which falls into the 
bagarjs; there is a large bridge over it. From this place the road is bad for three miles, but afterwards it 
paffes for nine miles through a moft agreeable country, full of delightful fcencs in the valley of Ifnk, till it 
comes to Ifnic the antient Nicsea. Froni tins place to the bay of Nicomedia the road is plea^^nt for 
nme^en miles, and the paffage by fea to the north-weft is about eight miles ; fix miles beyond it is Gavife 
or Geble, whicii was fuppofed to be the antient LybylT^, where Hannibal ended his days, and was. 
tuned ; Irom this place, it was computed to be tiiirty-five miles to Scutari, from which town they ernfs. 
over to Conftantmople. ^ 

there 
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there are In it two or three imperfeft fepulcliral infciiptions on ftones wrought like folding- 
doors; and I fiiw many of the fame kind at Carahifl’ar. 'Ihefe flones probably itopped 
the entrance of their vaults or grots. Near it there are very large Mahometan bunal 
places, in which there are many ftones with reliefs in the fame manner, a great iiunmer 
of broken pillars, and other pieces of marble. Tins place is called Elki-Jeldutch 
Jeldiitcli] from a village of that name, which is to the eaft ; I could not conjeaure what 
place this was- Going over a lull, we came into a large plain ; that hill ends about 
three leagues further to the eaft, where both tlie plains join; this great plain m fome 
parts is at Icaft twenty miles broad, and extends beyond view to the nortlvweft and 
jbuth-eaft: h aii uneven dowiij of a very barren ’^viiite clay^ ivhich produces little 
herbage, not being improved, except where it is watered by ft reams, on which the 
villages are lituated j it is all an open couniiw ,wiliinut trees, and fo are all plams 
after we left Konous,. , Having travelled about eight miles in this plain, and thirtymx 
from CarahiflTai*, we came to a village called Aleldam, where we lay; here are lome 
ruins and a few inferiptions ; one of them in Latin is of the time of Comhmtme , 
Going on about four miles we pafTed a bridge over a large ftream, on wliich, and in a 
burial-place near, are fome fragments of fepulchral inferipdons. Travelling fix miles 
further on the twenty-feventh, we came to an ill built town called Sevrihillar, fituated 
at the north-eaft fide of the plain, at the foot of a long rocky hill of a baftard grey 
granite. There are ruins of a fortrefs on the hill over the town, and in the Armenian 
bm'iabplace are feveral antient fepulchral ftones, many having two fets of foldmg- 
doors cut on them in relief, and on fome there there are Greek infenptions of no 
importance ; there are alto here three or four ftatues of lions ; and I faw four or five 
in the town; on one I found a fepulchral infeription- This I conjeftare, from 
Ptolemy, might be Abroftola. This town is governed by a mofolem fent by the 
kifler-aga, or black eunuch, to whom the town and a territory about it belong. Ihere 
are here about five hundred Armenians, who have a large church under the arch- 
bifliopdf Angora- It is probable, from the ruins that are feen, and which the people 
give an account of, that there were many confiderable antient villages and fome toums 
ill tliis plain, one of which might be at a place called Balahazar, four miles to the fouth- 
eaft, where I heard there were feveral remains. 

Chap. XVt — Of Galatia in gmeral ; and of Angora, the antient Aticyra, in Galaiuu 

WE fet out on the thirtieth, and went only four miles, where we fir ft faw the fine 
Angora goats. On the thirty-firft we had fiiow all the morning, and went only eight 
miles to the river Sacari, having travelled eaft north-eaft from Sevrihifiar, Ihe river 
Sacari is the old Sagaris or Sangarius, which at this place is very fmall, not being for 

from its rife, ^ i i 

We here entered into Galatia from great Phrygia, this river being the bounds be¬ 
tween them as well as between Galatia and Phrygia Minor, or Epiefetus, and 
l>etween Bithynia and theMariandyni, We came into thefouth part of Galatia, which 

^ In tins infcription I found the word Amorinnoruiu, fo that probably Amorium was in thefc paUs ; 
and this plain might be the country of Amorium, mentioned by Strabo, I conjedure that fome antient 
irtonaftery might have been at this place, that the ftones were brought to it ; and that the town ot 
Amorium was probably at a place called Herjan, about fix nilles to the fouth-eail ot Jcldutch, where t 
was informed there are antiquities. According to the Tables Abflroftole was eleven miles or 

Amurio, which agrees with the order in Ptolemy, who goes from the north-’welt to the fouth-ealt, and then 
begins again at the north-w^eft ; for his longitudes and latitudes are not to be regarded as to thefe places- 
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was inhabited by the Teftofages, the eaftern part, being the feat of the Trocinl, and the 
weftern of the Toliftobogii, all originally Gauls, thefirfl: being fo called from a people 
of Celtic Gaul; the two others had their names frona their leaders, who, after they had 
for a long time ravaged Bithynia, and the neighbouring parts, they had this country 
allotted to them, which was called from them Gallo-Grsecia, and afterwards Galatia ^ 
every one of thefe tliree people were divided into four parts called tetrarchies, each 
governed by its tetrarch, judge, general, and two lieutenant generals. The council of 
thefe twelve-tetrarchs conlifled of three hundred perfons, as may be fuppoled a hundred 
of each tribe, who met at Drynaemeton, and had the foie power of judging in all caies 
of murder. About the time of Auguftus this country was fubjeft to three governors 
then to two, and immediately afterwards it was put under the government of 
Deiotarus, and afterwards made part of the kingdom of Amyntas, and after his death it 
became a Roman province. 

W^e w'ere obliged to Itop at the river Sacari, becaufe the waters were high ; they 
have great plenty of very large carp in this river, which the Turks ikin, and tlirow 
away the head before they drels them. Ti hey are very much diftrefled in thefe parts 
for foel; and commonly make ufe of dried cow-dung. On the firft of April we 
crofled the river on Jloats of timber, the horfes fwimming over; the reft of the way 
was moftly over uneven downs to the eaft north-eaft. On the fecond we travelled 
lixteen miles to a village which is twelve miles from Angora, where we were met by 
the broker janizary and fervant of the Tnglifh gentleman of that city, to w'hom I was 
recommended, and we lay at the houfe ot the aga, who was a relation of Mahomet. 
On the tliird we proceeded on our journey, and about a mile from Angora 1 was met by 
all the Englilh, and moft of the French ; and after having taken a collation that was 
prepared in a houfe near the road, I was mounted on a fine horfe, and went to the houfe 
of my friend in Angora. 

Angora is called Angara by the Turks, and by the common people Engureh; it Is 
the antient i^cyxa, which w'as the caftle or fortrefe of the Teftofages: it was made 
the metropolis of Galatia under the reign of Nero, and fo it is called in the infcriptions 
that are found here. The^ emperor Caracalla having been a great benefactor to the 
city, it was called Antoniniana. ^ The antient city feems to have been on the fame 
place as the prefent, except that in fonie parts it appears to have extended fomewdiat 
further to the weft. On die eaft fide of the plain, near the mountains there are four 
or five hills j Angora is on the weft and fouth fides of one of the largeft of thefe hills, 
which is furtheft to the Ibuth j on the fuminit of which there is a large caftle ; the 
city alfo extends a little to the north-weft of the hill, and ftretches on the north fide to 
another fmall hill, or rather rifing ground, on the top of which is the principal mofque 
called Hadjee-Biram, near which is the temple of Auguftus, and the famous infcription. 
of Angora; the walls extend further north, and go up the middle of a fmall high hill 
called Orta Daug, from wRich they come down to the fmall river Tabahanah, which 
runs eaft and north ol the.'caftle hill, where they are joined to the caftle walls by a 
wall twenty feet thick, built acrofs the river with two or three holes in it, through which 
the water pafles: this fceiris to be defigned to keep up the water, in order to fupply 
the caftle in a time of diftrefs j for there is a private paflage down from the caftle, by 
which they could take up the water that comes from the river. The walls of the town 
are about a mile and a half in length, and extend near half a mile up to the caftle, 
which cannot be much lefr than a mile in circumference; it has a wall acrofs the middle 
of it, and a ftrong tower at the fuminit of the hill, which to the north and eaft is a 
fteep precipice. /The caftle itfelf is like a fmall town, and is well inhabited both by 
Chriftians and Turks. The river, which runs by tlie caftle, together with another 
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rivulet called the Infueh, which runs to tlie weft of the town, falls into a larger 
called Chibouk-Sueh, which paffes near the Armenian convent a mile to the o* 

the city, and runs into the Sacari j and though tliere are fo many rivulets near the city, 
vet it is ill fupplied with water, which for common ufe they carry from the river to 
the hiehcr parts of the town on horfes, either in leather bags, as at Cairo, or in earthen 
Jars, put into a box or frame on each fide of the beaft; but they have water conveyed 
by an aquedua to the lower parts of the town from the river; and all the people of any 
condition fend for their water half a mile to a fountam. The air of this place is efteemed 
to be very dry. and good for afthmatic conlUtudons, but pernicious to the fangume. 
There being no wood m the country about it, fuel is exceedmgly dear, and the common, 
people are obliged to make ufe of dried dung: the prefent walls of the city are very ill 
built and confdl chiefly of the ftones of antient buildings put together only with mud, 
ib that a great part of them are fallen down ; they were built about fixty years ago 
againft the rebel Gadick, who ravaged the country with twelve thoufand men, and was 
afterwards made a pallia. Though many of the houfes of the aty are very gp^ within, 
yet the buildings on the outfide make a very mean appearance^ ^ng all of unburnt 
Lick; the ftreets are narrow, and the city irregialarly laid out: they Imve, however, a 
handfome ftone building covered with cupolas, which is a l^zeftan for rich goods ; 
thefe are buildmgs only of one floor with fliops in them, like the exchpges in London j 
they have about twelve large mofques with minorets, and feveraJ fmail ones, near a 

hundred in aU. . r i. a r *1 

As to antient buildmgs there are very few remains of any. To the welt or the 

walls there is a fraall ruin which is built of brick and ftone, and feems to have 
part of fome antient temple, but it is fo deftroyed, that no judgment can be ^de what 
fort of a building it was. The moft curious piece of antiquity is near a mofque called 
Hadiee-Biram,which belongs to a college for Mahometan fophtis : k oblong 
building of white marble, about ninety feet long, and fifty bread; it ftands north and 
fbuth; the walls are three feet three inches thick, and the ftones are channelled ^ at 
the joints. It is built on a bafement j and there is a cornice round at the top, both u^ 
fide and out, adorned with fculpture. At the diftance of twenty feet from the fouth 
end, which is open like a portico, there is a grand door, the frame of which is very 
lichty carved at the fame diftance from the north end there appears to have been 
another partition ; and it is very probable that there was fuch another door, and that 
there were four lofty columns to each portico j fo that the middle room is about forty- 
four feet long, and has a fecond beautiful entablature feven feet below the upper one, 
which is adorned with feftoons, and on each fide below it there are three windows with 
femicircular tops, about four feet wide, and five high, which have before them a grate 
oJF marble j it is fuppofed to have been a temple to Auguftus. On the infide of the 
portico, to the fouth, is that famous infeription, which Is the fecond volume, that 
Auguftus left with his will in the hands of the veftal virgins *, and ordered to be cut 
in two brafs plates in the front of his maufoleum in Rome. The infeription confifts 
of fix columns, three on each fide of the portico, each having between fifty and fixty 
lines in it, and each line about fixty letters; on the outfide of the eaftern wall I faw 
part of it cut in Greek, and part might be on the weft fide j I have reafon to believe 
that it was in about twenty columns; I copied part of it: the letters appear to have 
been gilt on a ground of vermilion: fome houfe are built againft the other parts of it. 

• De tribus Tolujniiiibu*, uno, mandata de Tunere fuo coinplexus eft; aJtero, indicem rerum a f^e- 
ftaimp; quam »ellet incidi in seneis tab«li% qu» ante maufoleum ftatuerentur. Sueton. Oftavius loi. 

The 
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The title of the Latin infcrlpdon is in three Knes oTei* tiie three firft coIumnSj as that 
in the Greek appears to have been fa one line on the eaft lide; which good reafon 
to fuppofe that the whole Greek mfcription was on that fide, becaufe the Latin begins 
on the weft lide. The greateft part of tlie antient buildings were of an afti-colonred 
marble, with veins of white in it, which are brought from the mountains to the fouth- 
eaft, where I ftiw alfo a great quantity of red marble ftreaked with white : moft of the 
capitals here are of the Corinthian order; and I took notice of the capitals of fonie 
pilafters, confifting of a ejnnatium, two lifts, and flutes about a foot long, and under 
them a quarter round, adorned with eggs and darts. Towards the north-weft corner 
of thetrity there is a very extraordinary pillar, the pedeftal of which is railed on a ftone 
work about ten feet above the ground : that work probably w'as cafed with marble, 
which might have an infcription on it, and be adorned with reliefe ; the fliaft is about 
four feet in diameter, and is compofed of fifteen ftones, each being two feet deep 5 it 
is w'Drked all round horizontally with convex and concave members, which are about 
an dghth of a circle, divided by lifts, all thofe members being three inches wide ; the 
capital conlifts of four plain circles fomething like pateroe, with leaves on each fide of 
them, the w^orkabove this fomew^hat refemblinga Tufean capital: the ftyle of the fliaft 
has no bad eSeft; but the capital is rather in a Gothic tafte: it may be fuppofed that this 
pillar was erected to the honour of the emperor Julian, when he paffed through AncyTa 
from Parthia, there being an infcription to his honour in the caftle walls. There are 
many ftone pipes of aquedu3:s about the town, fuch as are deferibed at Laodicea, by 
which the water ran along on the ground, as it does at prefent from the river, there being 
lowers at certain diftances, in which the water alcends and defceods ia earthen pipes, to 
make it rile to the higher parts of the town, which is a method much praftifed in tliefc 
countries. 

The City of Angora Is governed by a pafha and cadi j fome compute that there are a 
hundi'ed thoufands fouls in it, ninety thoufand of which are Turks, and about a thoufand 
of thofe janizaries. The Chriftians are thought to be about ten thoufand, of which three 
hiiudred families, or about fifteen hundred fouls, are Greeks, the reft Armenians ; two^ 
thirds of the latter are of the Roman communion, and hav'^e four churches, the other 
Armenians have three: in rebtiilding one of their churches not long ago, they found 
the bodies of feven children imeorrupted; I faw the head and hand of one of them ; 
they were like the bodies at Bremen, and at Venzoni in Friuli, but rather more fair and 
entire. They fuppofe that thefe are of the twelve children who were martyred when 
Saint Clemens Ancyu'anus fuflered. The Armenians have a large convent a finall mile 
to the north of the city; here their archbifliop of Ancyra refides, with his fuffragan 5 
they are not of the Roman church. The Greeks alfo have an archbilhop here, who is one 
of the twelve great metropolitans under the patriarch of Conftantinople, is the fourth in 
rank, and has the title of Primate of all Galatia^ FtfEAariJtfJ he has now 

no bifliop under him, nor have any of the archbifliops of Afia Minor. In a Greek church 
in the caftle there is a tranfparent piece of alabafter of a yeilowifli colour j many authors 
make mention of it, and the Greeks imagine it has fome miraculous effefts, though 
tliere is a much finer piece of the^ fame fort in the church of the convent. There are 
in Angora about forty poor families of Jews. The city was formerly very fruitful in 
heroes, among whom was Photinus, In the year three hundred and fourteen a council 
of eighteen prelates was held here, under Vitaiis patriarch of Antioch, and they made 
l^enty.four canons relating to the penance of apoftates, and fome other points of 
difciphne. 
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They have a trade here of the hair of common goats, which grows fhort under the 
long hair ^ iPis taken oif from the ikin after they are dead, and is fent to England, 
and other parts to make hats; the French alfo of late buy up yarn of Iheep^s wool, 
in order to fend it to Finnce; but the great ftaple commodity of the place is the yarn 
of the fine Angora goats wool, and the manufactures of it* Thefe goats are peculiar to 
the country for about thirty miles round Angora, infomuch, that if they are carried to 
another place they degenerate; as to the eaft of the Halys, and on the other fide of a 
river that runs from the north into the Sagari, and alfo to the fouth of SevrihiiTar: 
they are very beautiful goats, mofily white, but fome are of an afh colour, and very few 
black j the hair or wool grows in long curled ringlets; fome of it is even aToot in 
length, the fineif is that of kids of a year or two old, and when they ai'c about fifteen 
years old, it grows coarfe, and in a manner turns to hair j it is fo exceedingly fine that 
themoft experienced perfons could not know it from filk, but by the touch; they are 
lliom without wafliing about the month of May, and the wool fells for two dollars 
an oke ; the common fale of yarn is from two and a half to fix dollars, though they make 
it even to the value of thirty dollars. They here weave of it fine camlets of three or 
four threads, which they fometimes w'ater, and they make a fluff they call ftiawl of two 
threads, which is like our fineJl: ferges; it is either plain or firiped, and both are worn by 
the Turks for funimer garments ; they make alfo camlets even to thirteen threads for 
European clothes. The export of the W'ool out of the country is ftriflly prohibited, 
becaufe the inhabitants live by the fpinning of it; every thing that we call mohair, 
camlets, and prunellas, are made of it, and alfo the befl plulhes, of which great quan* 
tities of the flowered fort are made in Holland. The export was pretty near equal to 
England, France, and Holland, amounting to about five or fix hundred camel loads to 
each, yearly, every load being one hundred and fifty okes; but I have been informed, 
that the trade to England is funk, and tJiat the greatefl export now is to France, and 
next to Holland ; what is exported being from three to fix dollars an oke* This country 
produces a very good red wine'; and they have excellent rice on fome rivers not a great 
way firom Angora 

Chap* 

* At Angora I tna^e the beft enquiry T could about thofe places, to which I did not find it convenient 
to go. Cogni, about four days journey, or feventy miles to the foutJi fouth-eaft, is the autient Iconium in 
Eycaonia: there are in k about fifty Greek families, who have a church, in which, they fay, St* Paul 
preached j near the town there is a Greek convent called Xyli, in which there are only four or five caloyer^* 
About twelve miles nearer Angora is the fait lake, now called Cadoun-Toufier, which is the antient lake 
Tatta, mentioned by Strabo ; they fay now that a body, or any other thing tltrowti into it, turns fait, that 
is, I fuppofe, is iucrufled over with fait ; all thefe countries are fupplied with fait from this lake ; it is 
brought in fmall white pieces, which are hard, and coufequently lunfi in cruft into a folid cake* The 
country about Cogni is called upper Haimnna, and that to the north north-weft is called lower Haimani;, 
where there is a great fcarcity of water; and it anfwers to the defeription which Strabo gives of that part 
of Lycaonia: both thefe are governed by a waiwode, and did belong to the fultanefs mother. 

Caefarea in Cappadocia is about a hundred and eleven miles to the weft fouth-weft of Angora. The 
road goes over mountains called Almadaug for eight miles to Petzeh, then paffing Curcfcdaug [The 
Spade Mountain], which may be mount Magaba, in fixteen miles it brings to Caragikilieh, two miles 
from which there is a ruined convent or church called Tetsceb, and at the door of it there are two ftatues 
of lions: half an hour further is a bridge over the Kifilermack, the antient Halys, which is built with 
feven arches. The road, I fuppofe, after this continues on near the Halys: foiuteen miles further is a 
village called CamanUj and at the end of eight more, is the city Kirfaer, fituatedin a valley* Sixteen milef 
further is a large village called Hadjee-Bertas, where there a kane, with a charitable foundation to givn 
food to all perfons and their beafts %vho travel that way. Twenty-four mika further is Bivam-Hagilech, 
^here there are no houfes, but fome grottos inhabited by about two hundred famines. Ten miles further? 
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Chap. Xm — Of fame places in Galatia, and PapUagonia, in the road to Conjlantimple. 

■ ^ nothing very remarkable in the direS roads to Conllan- 

tmople or Bourfa, I determined to go three days journey to the north of Angora, into 

the 

'* ! on a high hiu oYsr the river; oppofite to it U a high mountain, 

from which there falls a great calcade of water : here is a bridge of one arch over the Halys, the bridire 

This bridge is five paces broad, and about a hundred and 
fifteen feet high from the water to the top of the battlements, and a hundred and fixty paces over. I 

Greek mfcription oit it: the Chriftians call it St. Helen’s bridge, being, as 
th^Turhs KaifaJ Tl -^r over the plain, is Caifarea in Cappadocif, called by 

Mihlueh to^ ^rh o? h- 1 O 'S divided into a hundred and eighty Mahometan parifhes called 
Sm,! = ^ ^ mofque, with a mmoret called Jamme, or a fort of chapel 

without a mmoret, in w'hich they cannot pray on Fridays at noon, and to thefe they eive fhe 
name of Maichif There are m the city one Greek and three Armenian charches, and [he^Greeks 
have lately founded a convent near the town. They have a manufaaure here of ftriped calimancL^ ufed 
by tbe co^on people for garments; and they have alfo a trade in that fort of goL hair, which is ufed 

of city is the mountain of St. Bafil, called by the Turks 
Ah-Daug ; It IS an afeent of five hours. Half way up there is a magnificent ciftern, to which there are 

w Jvht Xthf inofS. h liv?'"" "'hich is above a liundrTI 

rthFr tn 4r R*rl^ ^ ^ *‘'^* 1 ^^^ '* a church, m two parts, one dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and the 

other to St. Bafil, who ws archbilhip of C^area. An hour and a half, or a league to the weft of the city 
IS the cemetery of St. Gregory : near the city alfo is mount Argias, the andent^rgsus, which is alwavs 
co^redwith fnow ; it is of a foft ftone, a,|d full of grottos, thich are faid by itme to have been tS 

SrSeaT™rSrtheir^d^^ *“ inhabitants of 

hifiironS f°°V>f»t. there are feveral monuments, which confift of a cupola, 

built on fcBt pillars ; there are wfcriptions on them m a charaSer not known, which, they fay, is Perfian, 

iourneyfromCieVarelJAde^'^^e 

Tocat is about a hundred and feventy-two miles to the weft-north-weft of Angora ; and Chanureh is 

iSmeteTher ' H ™'hch, 1 fuppofe, is the antknc Gangra; aadTwJs 

mformed that them are remains the^ of an old building, it haying been the place of reiidence of fomeef 

"“iks further is Tocia, which I imagine might be Pompeiopolis 
♦V.;!! -f’ -f^hles place it in the way from Gangaris to Sinope, though the diSanw of 

fcrS; Is fome^amiquitilr Thlrt^mile^ 

turner Ofmanheck, which, if I millake not, is at the palTage of the Halve : twenty-four miles further 
is Mafouan whi^ muft be in Galatian Pontus. Here they fay, there are fome fignl antiSty 
but what plaice It ivas I cannot conjefliire, unlefs it might be Virafia of the Tables* SixtLn miles f^^er 

nWe*"rfStrrh‘'^^ir*^“”* rl“^T river Coderlick, the antientiris; this is the birth 

^eociElarea, it is fituated on a hill, and has feven Armenian churches in it, and one Greek church ■ there 
fomc Jews ii. the city. About -four days to the eaft of Tocat there is a great convent caEpfiiW 
in which there are about forty monks; the convent has great privileges, and fays no harach or poll tax’ 
^is, and three more I have mentioned, being all the monattcries that I cLh hear of in AfirMinor' 
Tms town lias a traffic in copper veffels : eight miles eaft of this place is Giimenack, where, they fav' 
there are feme rums: twenty-tour miles from it is Siwas, the feat of a palha, which might be SeLftio^ 
polls, there being fome remams of antiquity about it; it is only four or five days tourney ffom Malaria 
on the Eup^ates. Tocat ,s twenty days journey from Aleppo' and forty from JeruS mTtKld 
to ,t from Conftantmople isone ot the great Mads into Perfia. From Angora to Sinope, where Diog^ea 
the C>mc was born, iMs near lour days journey, about fixty-four miles; no caravans go to thofe farts 
tfe Euxine fea being ifejig^ous, and the ports of it are hJ, which is the reafon why Lreis EleSe 
that way; and if the Black fea was much navigated, it w'ould hurt both 

though Urn danger of it muft be the principal ref fo„ ’why goods are cmrtd f«S CturEy bXd 
from Conllantmople to Tocat, winch cannot be above four or five days journey from the la^ ^ ^ ^ 

Angora IS computed to be about a hundred and feventy miles from Conftantmopler In that road 
nghte^ miles .rom Angora, iic^ a place called Ais, there is a very hot bath, whkf people can hear 
hut a (hort time; and it is cmeJly ulSd for ulcers and fcrophulous diforders. Sirtren SLIw i, f 

ght miles to the north of the Sagans; if it was not a place that is very dclUtute of water, or if there 

were 
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the great road from Perfia, which is by the way of Tocatj Ainafia, and Tocla 10 
Conftandnople* 

We left Angora on the t\^enty-ninth of Aprils sind, according to the cuftom of 
thefe cGuntnes, almoft all the Europeans did me the honour to accompany me a mile 
or two out of the town. We made a cavalcade of between thirty and forty horfe, and 
taking a collation on the fide of a ftream, two of the Englifh gentlemen went on with 
me to the northward, and we lay at a place about twelve miles from Angora. On 
the tliirtieth we went about twenty miles through an uneven country, and came into a 
narrow vale between the mountains, which much refembles Savoy: at the firft entrance 
into it I faw a bath called Kifdje-Hamam ; they are chalybeate waters, not very ibrong^ 
but tepid, and are ul'ed both for drinking and bathing, chiefly the latter j but they are 
not much frequented, becaufe there are other waters near which are more efteemed^ 
We lay at a village in which the houfes are made of enme fir-trees ; 1 faw goofeberr>"- 
trees grow wild in this country. On the fir ft of May we went about four miles to 
fome waters, wliicli are ftronger and hotter than the others, infomuch that the firft 
entrance gives fome pain ; they are called Sha-Hamam ; among many other virtues, 
they have performed wonderful cures in the dropfy j and it being a cool retirement, the 
Europeans fometimes go there from Angora during the hot feafon, A league further 
there is a village called Cleficui [^Church Villagefrom a ruined church wMch is tliere: 
from this place my friends returned to Angora, 

Four miles further we crofted the mountains to the weft into a fine country, which, 

I fuppofe, muft be the antlent Paphlagonia, and that thefe mountains were the bounds 
between it and Galatia, We lay here in a wooden village, where the people were very 
civil, and came and drank coffee with us, Paphlagonia was between the rivers Halya 
and Parthenius, having Pontus to the eaft, and Bithynir to the weft, and was antiently 
governed by its own kings. On the twenty-fecond we proceeded on our journey, and 
I faw a town called Cherkes to tlie north, which is in the Tocat road, and is about ftxty 
miles to the weft of Tocia before-mentioned ; this may be Anadynata of the Tables, 
and is the refidence of the paflia of this country. Eight miles from the mountain we 
pafted over the fmall river Cherkes which runs near the to’wn, and came into the 
great road to Conftantinople, and about Cm further to a larger ftream called Gerede 
Su, winch runs eaft, and, I fuppofe, it is the anrient Parthenius ; on the other fide of 

were any atiti<jiuties tfeere, I ftiould have thought it was Peifmus; concerning the tituation of which 
place I could get no information, though it was fo famous a city near the Sagaris ; but as it was m ~ 
the road of the Tables from Nicti^a to Amurio, which was in Great Phrygia, it ought to be looked for 
farther to the fouth * it may be about the place where we paffed that river to Angora t it was a city of 
^eat trade, and famous for the worflup of the mother of the gods, called here Angideftis, who is the 
iaine as Cybele j it was adorned with a temple and portico, by the kings of the race of Attains, 
There was a ftatiie here of this great goddefs, which they pretend fell down from heaven, and that this 
gave occalion to the name of the place ^ the llatue was brought to Rome in the time of the fecond Funic 
war, on account of a prophecy of the Sibylline oracle, in order tOv facilitate the conquefl: of the Cartha^ 
ginians, The prophecy of the Sibyl hue oracle is thus related by Jbivy ; “ Quandoque hoilis terrse Italics 
** bcllum intuliiTet, eum pelli Italia vinciqiie poiTe, ft mater Ida;a a Pcflinunte Romam advefta foret.^* 
Liv. xxix. 10* JuUopolis, the old Gordium, is fituated farther to the north on the river Saguin^ this 
place was famous for ihe Gordian knot cut by Alexander the Great | but the city was deftroyed before 
Strabo^s time. Twelve miles beyond Eeybeyzar is Sarilar j a river runs by it; and to the welt of 
this river the Angora ^oats degenerate* About lixty*lix miles further, at a village called Gaivey, is the 
paifage over the Sagans, which runs a great way to the weft near to this place, and then turning north, 
falls into the Euxine fca- This river v^ould be navigable a coniiderable way up, if there were not fome 
rocks that run acrofs it 3 and methods might be found to make it navigable. Thirty miles further is 
Ifmit, the antient Nicoiacdia, which is thirty-fix milei from Scutari* Bourfa is about the fame diftance 
feom Angora a« Conftanlinople, 
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it, about fix miles further, is a large village called Bainder, which Is fourteen miles from 
Cherkes, and may be the antient Flaviopolis. This country is called Varanchahere 
Qhe Ruined CityJ. I faw the ruins of an antient bridge below this, where I firft came 
to the river; near Bainder the river Cherkes falls into the Geredy-Su. The river 
Parthenius is faid to have its name from a fable that the virgin Diana ufed to hunt about 
it; and the city Amallris was at the mouth of it. From the name of this country of 
Varanchahere, I had hopes given me that I Ihould find fome antiquities there, and had 
a letter to the waiwode, who is the governor of it under the fultannefe mother, to whom 
it belonged; but I found nothing except a fraall enclofure near the waiwode’s houfe, 
about thirty- feet long and ten wide ; in the middle of the further fide there is a ftone 
fet up an end, like the top of an antient ftone coffin, and one on each fide of it, as if it 
had been defigned as a place for a ftatue; the enclofure round confifts of ftones fet 
up an end about three feet high, as defcribed near Konous the fuppofed Coloffe. 1 
conje6:ured that there might be a fepulchral vault under it, unlefe the place, which 
feemed defigned to receive a ftatue, might incline to conjefliure that it was an open 
temple, in the manner of that near Tortofa in Syria j there runs a fmall river near it to 
the north-eaft, which may be the Billmus, near the mouth of which was Tios on the 
Euxine fea; Philetserus was of that city, from whom the kings ofPergamus defcended. 
When I went to the houfe of the waiwode, I was conduced to the apartments allotted 
for ftrangers, and fent my letter and a final! prefent to him : he was very civil, but I 
could not find that there -were any antiquities to be feen. Having gone out of the great 
road to this place, I returned to it on the third. In this country of Varanchahere is a 
ffitnous water at a place called Sugergick; for, as they tell the ftory, when a country 
is infefted with locufts, if this water is carried to the place by an unpolluted perfon, 
when they obferve the locufts have laid eggs, it always brings after it a great number 
of fpeckled birds as big as fterlings, who laying and hatching their eggs, they and 
their young deftroy the locufts which are produced by the eggs laid the year before; 
a ftory that feems very improbable, but it is firmly believed in thefe parts, and is 
related with all its circuraftances by many travellers; but it is to be queftioned, 
whether thefe birds would not come and deftroy them, though the water was not 
brought. 

Having'gone out of the great road to this place, we returned to it again on the third 
to Geredy, which is fifty-fix miles from Angora; it is fituated on a high ground on 
each fide of the river Geredy. I did not fee the leaft remains of antiquity here; the 
houfes of this town, as well as all the others which I faw, after I came to the baths, 
are built of fir-trees fquared out, laid one on another, and joined at the corners ; the 
roofs are covered with boards ; they have in this town a manufaflure of ordinary red 
leather ; and the Angora goats are kept fo far to the north and weft; and the wool 
of them is bought at this town, and fent to Angora, for they do not fpin it in thefe 
parts. This place is about fifty-four miles from the Euxine fea, the neareft place on 
it being Eliry, which may be Heraclea; this river pafles by two places, Mangeri and 
Dourleck ; Ciniata is mentioned in Paphlagonia under momit Olgaftrys, it was ufed 
as a fortrefs by Mithridates Ctiftes, and may be Anadynata of the Tables j it is not 
known where any of thefe antient places were. 
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CHAP*XVni .—Of Boria^ JtBcomediay and feme other places in Blthyniai^ arJ of the 

Princes IJlands, 

THAT patt of Bithynia inhabited by the Mariandym and Caucones was between 
the rivers Parthenius and Hippius. On the fourth we travefled fixteen miles through 
a Very pleafant Country, and came into a village in a beautiful vale, where I went to 
the houfe of the man of whom I had hired horfes, and had my carpet fpread in ^ 
grove by a ftream* I obferved that they make ropes here of hemp, without beating 
it, but only pick off the rind with their hands. On the fifth we went four miles 
further to Borla, through a pleafant woody country, and near a lake, which is about 
four miles in circumference, called Chagah-Guel j this lake abounds in a fort of fifh 
that are looked on as unwholefome, 

Borla is towards the weft end of a fine vale, which is about a league broad, and 
four leagues long j it is a moft beautiful fpot, much refembling the country about 
Padoua, and the low mountains on each fide are well improved, having villages on 
them, and are like the Euganean hills. This place is fitoated in the plain, and on the 
fouth and weft fide of a hill, on which there are fome little remains of the w^alls of the 
antient town, which was fituated much like Old Sarum, There are alfo about the 
town, and in the road to it, feveral fepulchral iiifcriptions cut on ftones, which are like 
round pedelbals, about two feet in diameter, and four feet high. It is probable this 
was the antient Bithynium, after\vard3 called Claudianopolis, which was the birth 
place of Antinous, and might receive a third name from him, and be Antiniopolis of 
the Tabl^. A pretty large ftream runs through the vale to the north-eaft, which, I 
fuppofe, is the old Elatas, near the mouth of which was the city Heraclea. On the 
fixth we went eighteen miles further, through pleafant woods, moftly of hornbeam 
and beach ; the country ^being almoft entirely uninhabited, wt came to a river, 
ruruung in a deep bed, which is called Lanfu, and I take it to be the river Hippius; 
when had crofted it,^ we paffed through a village called Lasjah, with many houfes 
and kanes in it, built chiefly for the convenience of travellers, I faw here a great deal 
of hewn ftone, and a round altar adorned with feftoons, and -conjecture that Prufa 
on the Hippius was fituated here, fuppofed by fome to be the antient city Hippia, and 
that it received a new name from bdng rebuilt or enlarged by Prufias king of Bithynia, 
Near this place they turn all forts of wooden vafes, and thofe TurkiOi oval tables 
with one foot, like a falver, which are rnade of one piece of wood: the fituation of k 
agrees with the diftance of Cepota in the Tables, from Antiniopolis or Borla. We 
went on and lay in a meadow near the banks of the river; I obferved tliis day a great 
variety of trees of almoft all forts, (except birch and elm), and particularly apple, pear, 
medlar, acanthus, what I took to be the Roman laurel, and a dwarf ftirub with a pale 
green flower like the lilach* It is probable the Mariandjmi inhabited on the fea as far 
as the mouth of the Sagaris, and that Bithynia Proper, being to the foutli of that 
country, was divided from the Mariaiidyni by the Sagaris, both to the eaft and to the 
north, being bounded in other parts to the eaft by Phrygia Minor, to the fouth-eaft 
by the river .®ephus from Myfia, to the weft by the Propontis, and to the north by 
the Euxine fea 5 this part of Bithynia was inhabited by the Chalcfedonii- On the 
feventeenth we went fourteen miles, the latter half of the way being through delightful 
woods of tali oaks- On the eighth we came to a fmali town called Handake, at the weft 
end of the wood, which may be Manoris of the Tables; it is chiefly fupported by the 
caravans that pafe through it; we then came into the moft beautiful plain enclofed 
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country I ever beheld; it is about three leagues broad; there are large horn beam' 
and walnut-trees ail over the fields, without any regularity, low hills to the north, 
and highei* to the fouth, covered with woods, between which the Sagaris runs through 
this plain, and we paffed that river on a large wooden bridge a hundred paces long: 
Dufeprofolimpuni of the Tables, might be about this place. We lay at a village a 
little beyond it, having gone about five leagues in this country ; we foon came to fome 
low hills covered with wood and corn, which divide the plain into two parts, and render 
this countr)^ Hill more delightful, infomuch that it is the moft beautiful fpot that can 
be imagined* To the fouth of thefe hills I faw a large arcJi built agaiiift the hill, and 
at a little diftance a piece of a high wall reniaining; but as we were with a caravan, 
I could not fatisfy my curiofity in going to fee it. This may be Demetrium of the 
Tables, though the diftances do not well agree j they call it now the bridge of the old 
Sacari, as if the channel of the old Sacari had formerly run there* There is one 
thing I obferved in all this country; alnioft all the people who cultivate the land are 
janizaries, for being near Conftantinople, many of that body have, without doubt, 
fettled here, all whofe defcendants are janizaries; they diftingiiilh themfelves by an 
unbleached coarfe linen falh, which they wear about their turbant. We proceeded 
in our journey on/the ninth j the large lake of Sabanjah is on the fouth fide of thofe 
hills which divide the plain, it extends about half a league in breadth from thefe 
hills, to thofe on the north ; and it is above two leagues long j there are fifh in it, 
efpecially a large carp, which they fifh for in boats, hollowed out of one piece of wood; 
there is a little town called Sabanjah oil this lake, where all the roads meet that go 
to Conftantinople; and this great concourfe is the chief fupport of the place; tliis 
may be Lateas of the Tables, which is but twenty-fix miles from Nicomedia, though 
this place is but fixteen j I faw here fome ftones that were of antient work. We went 
on near the lake through this delightful country, which exceeds any that I have feen; 
the foil is very rich, and there are no ftones in it* We ftopped in a beautiful meadow, 
where I made balm tea of the herb, which grew on each fidt^of my carpet; we went 
fix miles further, and on the tenth travelled fix miles to Ifmit, which is the antient 
Nicomedia, faid to be firft built by Olbia, and had its firft name from him; it was 
afterwards rebuilt by Nicomedes king of Bithynia, though Olbia feems rather to have 
been near it, and that the inhabitants of it were tranfplanted to this place* That range 
of hills which divide the plain, as before mentioned, extend along to the north of the 
bay on which Nicomedia ftood* The prefent town is fituated at the foot of two of 
thele hills, ant! all up the fouth fide of the weftern one, which is very high, and on 
part of the other; it is near the north-eaft corner of the bay. All the hoiifes have 
fniall gardens or courts to them, efpecially thofe on the liills ; the gardens are planted 
with trees, and the vines being carried along on frames built like roofs, make the city 
apjjear exceedingly beautiful j and indeed the fituation of it is very fine j tlie country 
is well improved all round it; the little hills on each fide are covered with gardens 
and vineyards, and the country on the other fide of the bay has a beautifu! appearance; 
the Ihops are in four or five ftreets next to the fea, built round many hrge kanes; 
their houfes are moftly up the fide of the hills, and the Chriftians live tow^ds the top, 
as it does not fuit fo well with the Turkifli indolence to take tlie pains to afcend fa high. 
They have no quay to the town, but a fort of wooden piers like bridges built out into 
the water, and the great boats come up to them,^it being a place of great concourfe, 
in order to embark for Coaftantinople,; though, they fay, it is a hundred miles by 
fea, yet I think it cannot exceed fifty, meafuriiig round by the coaft, as it is but 
thirty-fix miles to Scutari by land j but here the caravans end their journey, and no 
voii. X* 4 u people 
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people go to Scutari by land, except thofe who travel on their own beafts; Aey bav<? 
alfo a trade in building large boats; and a great commerce in timber, brought in boards 
and rafters from the woods, in which the country abounds; they have alfo an export 
of fait, there being ftlterns at the eaft end of the bay ; the refidence of the palha 
the country is in plac6, There are about two hundred Ariuenian families with 
their archbilhop, who has a nionaftery five or fix rniles to the north*eaft, where he^ 
fometinies refides; they have one church in the city, to which there belongs only one 
prieft; there are about a hundred Greek families here, who have iikewife an archbilhop,. 
and a church out of the town called St- I?antaleon, in which there is the tomb of that 
martyr j but I could not be informed any thing concerning S. S. Barba and Adrian,, 
who Were martyred here, as well as St. Gorgon, whole body is faid to be in France ^ 
there are very lew remains of the antient Nicomedia. On the top of the higheft hill 
is the principal piece of antiquity that is to be feen, which are remains of very^ ftrong 
walls, with femircular towers at equal diftances; for about a third part up it is built 
with hewn ftone, every ftone being encompafled with brick, which feems to be a proof 
that the walls are not of very great antiquity, but probably after Conftantine; the- 
upper part of the walls is built with brick; there are alfo Ibme remains of them at the 
bottom of the hill which extend to the fouth-weft, from which it is probable they were 
contmued down to the fea, turning, as I fuppofe, to the eaft, at the bottom of that 
pai't of the hill, where I faw remains of thick walls built againft the hill fo as to kee^ 
up the earth ; and on the eaft fide they feem to have come down along the ^ fide of 
the highhai ; to the eaft of this there is another hill, where the Jews have their burial 
place j there are remains here of a very magnificent ciftern built of brick, which, 
feemed to have had in it four rows of pillars, fix in a row, about fifteen feet a^art ^ 
and there are arches turned from them every way j the arches which cover the ciftern 
are very flat, and made of bricks fet round in an oval figure j the bricks in the walls 
are an inch thick, and the mortar between them is three inches thick. It is probable 
that there was antiently *fome great building over this ciftern, and that it was made 
before the water was brought in a great ftream along the fide of the hills by a charmel, 
as it fe at prefent; there are a few Greek inferiptions about the town: it is thirty-two 
miles from Ifmit to Ifnick, the antient Nicaea, by way of Sabanjah before mentioned,, 
which is twelve miles from the former, and twenty from the latter, and, I fuppofe, 
it isLateas of the Tables, probably the fame as Libo in the Itinerary, which is in the 
road from Nicomedia to Nicaea- The gulph of Ifmit was antiently called Aftacenus 
and Olbianus, and the head of land to the fouth of it was called the promontory of 
Neptune. The bay of Ifmit is about thirty miles long. Proneftus is mentioned on 
it as a place of great trade oppofite to Nicomedia, which might be where Boifis Scale 
now is, direftly oppofite to Ifmit, Drepane alfo is mentioned on this bay, which 
Conftantine called Helenopolis, in honour of his mother; hut I had no grounds to 
conjefiture where it was, nor could I leam any thing about Acuron, where it is faid 
Conftantine died when he was going to the river Jordan to be baptized, only that there 
is a place of that name about fourteen miles to the ilorth-eaft of Ifmit. Arrianus the 
hiftorian was of Nicomedia^ and near this bay lived the famous prince Tefcely or 
Thokoly, at a country-houfe, which he called, the Field of Flowers; he was buried in 
the Annenian cemitery at Ifmit, and there is a Latin epitaph on his tomb. 

We left Ifmit on the eleventh, and went out of the road three miles to the nortft 
to an alum water, which is called Chaiefu; on the hill over it are the foundations of 
a church dedicated to the Virgin Mary, to which the Chriftians refort at a certain 
feafon of the year; this water has no particular tafte, but has alum in It, and is 
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fent in great quantities to Con/tantinople; it has been thought to be good for the Hone; 
and, they fay, that it is an approved remedy fora dyfeiitery. 

T. en miles from lilnit, in the road to Conftaiitiiiople, there is a very finall village 
on the fea, called Cofrau; to the weft of it is a hill, on which there are ruins of walls 
on the north and weft fides, which coming down to the plain make an enclofure above 
half a nnle m circumference; it feeins to have been an antient town, and probably was 
^ftacus, from which the bay had its name. On the twelflii we went fix miles to a 
little port called Mahollom, where the caravans of Bourfa land from Dill on tlie other 
fide of the bay. Eight miles further we came to a countiy town called Gebfeh fituated 
on a height about a league from the fea. It is thought that the antient LibylTa was 
about this place j but as I faw no marks of antiquity, I concluded it was nearer the 
fea: at that place, or near it, Hannibal lived after he had fled to Nicomedes king of 
Bithynia, and here he poifoned himfelf when he found he was betrayed • It isfaid that 
m the four fides, by which he might efcape, in cafe he 

fliould be furprifed ; tins buildmg was probably on fome advantageous ground, where 
he might always fee at a diftance any perfons that were coming; as we find they defcried 
the Romans, who were fent to take him. About a league to the fouth-eaft of Gebfeh 
on the Ingheft ground m thofe parts, there is a fmall mount, which commands a view 
ot the whole coimtry, and there are fome cyprefs trees near it; it is poflible that the 
tower m which that great general lived might be on this fpot, and that this barrow 
might be the heap of fand under which it is faid he was buried. Eight miles furtber 
IS Pantik, a fmall town on the fea, which muft be Pantichio of Ant<mine*s Itinerary 
fiftem miles from Chalcedon, and twenty'-foiir from LibylTa, which latter diftance k 
much too great. I_faw near the town a large round bafon built of brick, and a fmaller 
^ched place near it, both of which feein to have been cifterns for water the latter 
femng tor that ufe at prefent. We lay in the fields beyond this place; and on the 
ihirteemh we found the country much improved in gardens and vineyards for the 

ufe ofConaauuuoplu. . Wu few the Priucus Mau*. which are at the SSula of Se 

gulph of and are inhabited by ttie Greeks, 

I failed from Conftantinople to thefe jflands, in company with fome Eiiglifli gentle 
men; we went- firft to the largeft and moft eaftern Wand, fituated oppofite to Stat 
toward, the mouth of the bay of Iftnit, ami about a league from thfcomuSttiTfe 
railed by the lurks Loiuk Adifeh flhe Great Ifland], and by the Greeks Principe- 
It IS about a mile long Irom north to louth, and half a mile broad, and confifts of two 
Jiills and a plain Ipot to the north, on which the town ftands by the fea-fide ■ it was 
^ ^ quarter of a mile in length, but is now in aminous 

h r the arehbifliop of Chalcedon, and is inhabited by 

Greeks, who all live an the town, and m two inonfifteries that are in tlie ifland ■ theii 
are fmr churches m the town ; according to their tradition, it antiently ftood'at S 
northern foot of the lull which is-to the Imith abeut the convent of Lit Mchohf 
where theu-e are remams of a round ciftern built of ftone and brick, fixty feet in dfa 
umter ^d fifteen deep ; aid there are fome ruined arches to the 4ft nL the wTr 
I here is a third convent m the ifland, which is ruined. The French ufed forniXto 
ave country-houles on this ifland, and retire to them, as the Greeks do at pSen 

inconveniences of the water, 

danger of being detained by contrary winds. The chief fiibfiftence of the inhabitante 
js fiihmg and felling wme (brought from the continent, and the ifliuid Aloiiiaj to the 
] eople of Conltantinople, who frequently come to thel'e iflands for thar jieafure 
Ihis Ifland produces fome corn on the norih and call fides; there are ohve and 
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fir-trees on the hills, anti it feems naturally to run into wood, efpecially the juniper: 
there is a fort of fto^e in it, which looks like iron ore; and they have a tradifton, that 
there were antiently iron mines in the ifiand; there is a well near the towi, the water 
of which has no particular talle, but is purging, and efteemed good m 
About half a mile to the eaft, there is an umnhabited xfland called 

is near a mile in circumference, and ferves for paRurage. We failed half a mile to 
the iiland of Halki, [XaXxJi] called by the Turks Eibeli *, it is direftly fouth of a 
village on the continent called Maltebe or Maltap^. This ifland is about lour imlra 
in cifcumference, and confills of two hills; at the eaftern foot of the northern lull is 
the fmall town, confiiHitg moftly of taverns and fhops ; it has on^ly one church in it, 
on the top of tW hill there is a convent of the Holy Trinity, with great convemencies 
for receiving ftrangers ; and there is a remarkable Latin mfcription at the well. We 
went fouthLd to the delightful convent called Panaiea, winch is fituated between 
the two fummits of the fouthern hill, where I faw Pailfius, the f 

Conftantinople, whom I had met at Famagufta in Cyprus; for 1^ had been recalled, 
though not %ored. We went to the north-north-eaft to famt George s convent, on 
the eaftern foot of the northern fummit of the hill, where they have large buildings 
for ftrangers, who come to thefe iflands in great numbers when the plague raees at 
Conftantinople. The town belongs to this convent, which is the property of the 
archbilhop of Chalcedon; the othei- two convents belong to the patriaich ot Con¬ 
ftantinople. This ifland produces a fmall quantity of good ftrong white wane, and 

^“ib^remrn to the continent; about a league b^’ond Pantek we came to another fmall 
town called Cortal; tw'O leagues from it is Cadicui, a fmall town or village on the well 
fide of the promontory, on which the antient Chalcedon flood. 

Chap. XIX. — OJ Chalcedon, Setitari, the Euxine Sea, and fame places on it. 

THE promontory on which the antient Chalcedon flood is a very fine fituauW, 
being a gentle rifing ground from the fea, with which it is almoft toimded on t ee 
fides that is in part on the eaft fide, as well as on the fouth and weft; further on. the 
eaft fide of it is a fmall river which falls into the little bay to the fouth, that feems 
to have been their port, and I find is called by a certain geographer Portus Eutropii; 
as the point oppofite to the eaft, where there is a light houfe, called the promontory 
Heraeum: fo that Chalcedon would be efteemed a moft delightlul fituation, ft Coiy 
ftantinople was not fo near it, which is indeed more advantageoufly fituated ; tor this 
place mull be much expofed to the wind in winter, and has not a good port. Ihe 
■cape is about half a mile broad, and a mile long, commanding a full view at ifre 
Propontis, of the Thacian Bofphorus, and of Conftantinople. There are no remams 
of this antient city, all being deftroyed, and the ground improved with gardens and 
vineyards: the Greeks have a fmall church here, which carries no great lace _ot 
antiquity, and yet they pretend to fay that the council of Chalcedon was held m it: 
the church is in a low fituation near the fea, though it is more probable that ttie 
cathedral church of Chalcedon was on a more advanced ground; and 1 find lome 
travellers have placed it at a diftance from this, though I could get no account ot the 

ruins of any church on the height. , , .u -a r 

This part of Bithynia is hilly to the eaft, and the hills approaching near the BoL 
phorus to the north-eaft of Scutari, the foot of them extends away to the fouth 

Chalcedon, and ending at the fea, makes a little bay, with the point of Chalcedon, 
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oppoftte to Conftantiinople, where probably the arfenal was, which is faid to have 
been at Chryibpolis. Over the north part of this bay is the feraglio of Scutari, where 
the grand fignor commonly paffes fome days in the beginning of fummer; it is a 
delightful place, and commands a fine view of the city- To the north-eaft of it there 
are beautiful open fields for pafturage, and beyond them the burial places of Scutari, 
which being planted with cyprefs and other trees, are very pleafant; and from both 
thefe places there are fome of the fineft views that can be imagined ; from one part, 
particularly, the land appears as locked in, in fuch a mamier that the fea oppofite to 
Scutari looks like a lake, and that city, together with Tophana and fome villages to 
the north, appear like a beautiful city built round the lake, which has the fineft effeft 
that can be imagined. 

Scutari is called by the Turks Scudar, and is fuppofed to be the antient Chry- 
Ibpolis j the fouth part of it is oppofite to the point of the feraglio, and the north part 
to Tophana and Funducli. The fituation of Scutari is very beautiful, of which I fliould 
not have been fenfible, if I had not feen it from a minaret in the town: the hill is 
{Raped in a femicircle like a theatre, a little hill on each fide of the entrance to it adds 
to the beauty of it. The city is built all round up the fides of the hills, and in the area 
between; it is planted with tiees rather thicker than Conftantinople; and though I 
had feen it from feveral places before, yet the view from the minaret was one of the 
moft furprifing and beautiful fights I ever beheld j the town cannot be lefs than four 
miles in circumference, being the great refort for travellers from the eaft. The 
wakdea mofque here, though not large, is very fine, and built in a good tafte, and 
beautifully adorned. The Perfian ambaffador refides at the Iklrts of the town in a well 
fituated palace; he did not care to fee any Franks, the porte being very folpicious, 
and the minifter very wifely avoided giving umbrage without any reafon j though the 
Perfians have a much greater regard for the Franks than the Tiu:ks, and accofted us in 
the ftreets with much civility. There is a hill over Scutari to the north-eaft, which 
has two fiimmits, from which there are very extenfive and delightful views of Con- 
ftantinople, and the adjacent places; the beauty of which indeed cannot be conceived 
without being on the place. 

There are near’ twenty villages on each fide of the Thracian Eofphorus, or The 
Canal, as it is called by the Europeans. The hills coming very near the fea on the 
Afia fide, for this, as well as for other reafons, the villages are final]; but on the 
Europe fide they are fo large that it appears almoft like one continued city for about 
three parts of the way towards the Euxine fea, as far as a village called Boyucderrvy 
where the French and Venetian ambaffadors have coimtry-houfes: on both fides, 
the grand fignor has a great number of feraglios and kiofks, or fummer houfes, many 
of them built by viziers, and otlier great perfons; all whofe eftateS' are feized on by the 
monarch, whenever they are difgraced or die. The canal is very pleafant; the 
villages all along, and the hills over them covered witli wood, make the view very 
delightful. The Bofphorus, how called, The Canal, is, according to the antients, 
fifteen miles long ; they cosnputed it to be feven ftadia in width from Chalcedon to 
Byzantium ; but in other parts only four or five ftadia broad. The narrowed; part is 
thought to be between Rumelli Hifl'ari [I'he caftle of Romelia], and Anatole Hifl'ari 
|[The Eaftern or Afiatic caftle], and confequpntly it rauft have been there, at the temple 
of Mercury on the Europe fide, that Darius built a bridge, in order to lead his army 
againft the Scytiiians. The caftle on the Afia fide was built by Bajazet the firft, 
when he befieged Conftantinople about tliree hundred and fifty years ago; that on 
the Europe fide was the work of Mahomet the fecond, before he laid fiege to Con- 

ftanUnopIe: 


^03 DOCTOR POCOCRe’s TRAVELS 

ftantinople: here, all fliips that go to the Black faa are examined, and mutinons 
janizaries are often imprifoned, llrangled, and thrown into the fea. Oppofite to 
Scutari, there is a fmall rock or ifland, on which there is a tower called Kfculi, or 
the virgin tower, and by the Franks the tower of Leander; there is a little turret 
disjoined from it, on which there is a lanthorn for a lamp, which they keep burning m it 
by night for the direftion of {hipping. Under the tower there is a ciflern f>f ram 
water: this tower was built by the emperor Emanuel, and it is faid that there was a 
wall from it t6 the Afia fide. Towards the mouth of the Black fea there are two other 
fortifications called Anatole Kala he Afiatic fortj, and Rumeli foala i he Romelia 
fortj, and by the Franks they are called the new caflles, as thofe before mentioned 
are dillinguilhed by the name of the old cafiles ; thefa near the Black fea were built 
in one thoufand fix hundred twaity-eight, by Amurath the fourth, in order to hinder 
the incur fions of the Coflacks, who had come into the canal, and burnt many of the 
villages. Near the caille, on the Afia fide, which they look on as the eim-auce into 
the Bofphorus from the Black fea, there was a temple to Jupiter Urius, which was 
five miles from the port of Daphne, probably tile bay at Boyiicderry on the European 
fide which was ten rrules from Byzantium. Some think that the name of a place 
called Amur leri, wliich is near the caftle, was derived froin this temple; oppofite 
to it there was a temple of Serapis. It is faid that Jafon returning from Colchos facri- 
ficed here to the twelve gods, and probably in particular to Jupiter Urius, or Jupiter 
that gives favourable winds. In the temple of Jupiter Urius there was a bronze ftatne} 
and the infcription, fuppofed to have been on the pedeftal of it, was found at Chalcedon, 
is explained by the learned Chilliul, and the original infcription has hem fincc brought 
to England, and is now in Dr. Mead’s moll curious colleffion of antiquities. Oppofite 
to Boyucderry there is a hill on the Afia fide, where they pretend to ihew the tomb 
of Nimrod} it is a fpot railed in, and a piece of ground is laid out like a garden 
bed, four feet broad, and forty*four feet long; and the Turks have fome devotion for 
tliis place: to the fouth of it, in a very pleiiint vale, there is a fummer houfe of 
the grand fignor’s, which is known by the name of Tocat’; it is about a mile from the 
canal. Five miles further at the entrance into the Bofphorus were the Cyanean rocks 
or iflands, called alfo the Symplegades, one, on the Europe fide, the other in Afia; 
that on the Afia fide lies further out of the canal to the eafl; ; on both fides, at the 
entrance of the canal from the Euxine fea, there is a tow'er for a lighthoufe. The 
Euxine fea is called by the Turks Caradenize [The Black Sea] ; It is looked on as a 
very dangerous fea, by reafon that it is fubjefl; to violent winds, efpecially from the 
north, and has very few good ports ; it is navigated moilly by fmall veflels, which 
import provifions to Conllantmople, and fome larger that are employed in bringing timber 
and wood : it is probable now the Mufcovites have Afoph, fome other trade may open 
from thofe parts, elpecially that of furs, which, during the war, had in part been 
carried on from Sweden by Ihips of that nation- The lea is faid to be three hundred 
and fifty miles broad from north to fouth, and nine hundred long from eafl to weft; 
it is fuppofed to have fome fubterianeous paflTages, as fo many great rivers fall into it, 
and yet it has only die fmall outlet of the Thracian Bofphorus. The northwardly 
winds which blow from it inofl part of the year bring clouds with them, and thefe 
cool refrefliing winds make the climate of Conftantinople very temperate and cool in 
fummer, whilfi other places in the fame latitude fufi'er much from the heat. 
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the Dardanelsj lUwn, and Old Troy. 

WHEN I left Conftantinople, I went to Adrianople, Rodofto, Gallipoli, and fome 
©tiler places in Thrace; and on the twenty-fourth of July embarked at Gallipoli, and 
failed to theDardanels on the Afia fide; it is called twelve leagues; but'’ is no more 
than twelve miles, being To far by land from Lamfac near oppofite to Gallipoli. The 
Hellefpont was fo called by the antiente, becaiife Helle, attempting to fwim over here 
©n the ram with the golden fleece, was drowned: the Europeans call it the Dardanels, 
as well as the caflles about the middle of it; the Turks give it the name of Bogas [The 
mouth or entrance] . The entrance to the Dardanels is now to be coniputed from the 
Afia light-houfe, about a league without Lamfac, and from the Europe light-houfe, 
half a league to the north of Gallipoli; the whole length is about twenty-fix miles, the 
broadeft part is not computed to be above four miles over, though at Gallipoli it was 
judged by the antients to be five miles, and from Seftus to Abydus only feven ftadia; 
they alfo computed it a hundred and feventy ftadia from Lampfiicum to Abydus, feventy 
from that place to Dardanus, the diftance from which to Rhffiteum is not mentioned, 
which may be twenty, but from RhjEteum to Sigeum was fixty, in all thirty miles and 
a half, excepting the diftance between Dardanus and Rbaeteum; fo that it is probable 
they meafured round by the bays on the fea. The land on each fide the Hellefpont is 
pioftly hilly, efpecially to the weft. About three leagues from Gallipoli the paffage is 
wide, and the land locking into the fouth, it appears like a large bafon; then follows 
the narrow ftreight, which is about a league in length; at the fouth end of it are the 
Dardanel caftles, near the middle of the Dardanel paflage; they have been thought by 
many to be on the fite of Seftus and Abydus; though fome have conjectured that thefe 
places were at the north entrance of this narrow paflage, where, on the Afia fide, there 
is a long mound or rampart, with a barrow at each end, like the remains of a caftle : 
on the Europe fide there is a hill; and to the north of it is a ruined caftle, called 
Acbafh, which at prefent is the habitation of a Dervife, and may be fome remains of 
Seftus ; though the paflage over the ftreight might be to the fouth-eaft, at fome little 
diftance from it: what induces me to thmk that thofe towns were here, is the diftance 
mentioned between Abydus and Dardanus, which is eight miles and three-quarters 
for the promontory Dardaniura, and the city Dardanus, muft have been the cape, 
called by the Eranks cape Berbiere or Berbieii, only a league from the prefent caftle, 
which fome fuppofe to have been Abydus; the river Rhodius alfo is faid to have been 
between Abydus and Dardanus, which feems to be the river called Chaie, that falls 
into the fea at the caftle, wnlhing the walls of it when it overflows; fo that if Abydus 
had been there, it would have been faid that the river, though fouth of the town, fell 
into the fea at Abydus, and not between that place and Dardanus. Strabo allb fays, 
that Abydus is at the mouth of the Hellefpont and Propontis ; from which one may 
argue, that it was rather at the north end of tliis ftreight towards tJie Propontis ; 
wherever it was, it is remarkable on account of the bridge which Xerxes made there 
from Afia into Europe. The Rhodius therefore falling in at the old caftle of the Dar¬ 
danels on the Afia fide, we are to conclude that Cynofema, the tomb of Hecuba, was 
at the oppofite caftle, being deferibed to be over againft the mouth of the Rhodius.. 
Abydus was built by the Milefians with the permiffion of Gyges king of Lydia, to whom 
it was then fubjefl;. The people of this place made a ftout refiftance againft Philip the 
Fiift; of Macedon, and deftroyed therafelves when they could hold out no longer. 

The 
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The cattles are fometimes called by the Turks Bogas Hiflar [The cattles of the 
entrance] j but that to the eatt is called Natoli Etyhiffar [The old Atta cattle]; >t is 
a high fquare building, encompaffed with an outer wall and turrets j there are fourteen 
hrge bral's cannon without carriages on the fea lliore; they are always loaded with 
ftoneball, ready to fink any fliip that would otter to pafs without coming to anchor, in 
order to be fearched: they fire likewife with ball, in anfvver to any fliip that falutes the 
cattles; as this does much damage where they fall, fo the lands direaiy oppoflte com¬ 
monly pay no rent; there are eight other cannon towards the fouth ; I faw among them 
two very fine ones, one is twenty-five feet long, and adorned with flower-de-luces, 
which, they fay, was a decoration antiently ufed by the emperors of the eatt before the 
French took thgfe arms, and I have feen them in many parts; :he other cannon is of 
brafs, twenty feet long, but in two parts, after the old way of making cannon of iron 
of feveral pieces; the bore of this is about two feet, fo that a man may very well fit 
in it; two quintals and a half of powder are required to load it; and it carries a ball of 
ftone of fourteen quintals *. The towm on the north fide of the cattle is a mile and a 
half in circumference, and has in it twelve hundred houfes, two hundred of which are 
Greeks, a hundred Armenians, and fifty of Jews. They have a great manufafture 
both here and on the other fide, of cotton and fail-cloth; and they make here a fort of 
W'are like that of Delft, which is exported to the value of fifteen thoufand dollars 
a-year; they alfo fend out fome wax, oil, wool, cotton, and cotton-yarn; and build 
fniall fliips. The town is fituated in a plain, which begins about two miles to the north, 
and extends to the promontory Dardanium, being about a league broad ; I crofl’ed it 
going near to the eatt by the river, and went in between the hills to Jaur-Kala, fituated 
on a high hill; it is faid to have been built in hafte, and did not appear to be of any 
great antiquity. A French conful refides at the cattle of the Dardanels, and a drogger- 
man for the Englifti and Dutch, who is a Jew. The other cattle, called Rumeli Elki- 
hiflar [The old cattle of Romelia], has in it twenty large brafs cannon, one of which 
is of a great fize; but notfo large as that on the other fide. The towm is near a mile 
round m conipafs, ftands on the fide of the hill, and is inhabited only by Turks, who 
carry on a great manufaflure of fail-cloth. 

At the cattle I w'as with the Englilh droggerman, who fet out with me to the fouth 
on the twenty-feventh, in order to fee the fituation of old and new' Troy ; we went by 
the fea-fide, and in an hour came to the cape, called by the Turks Kepos-bornou, and 
by Europeans Cape Berbier or Berbreri, which I take to be the promontory Dardanium 
of the antients; and I obferved on it a rifing ground, w'hich feemed to have been 
improved by art, and might be the fpot where old Dardanus flood, which w.’s but a 
fmall town. Here Sylla and Mithridates met, and made a treaty of peace; fome fay, 
ithat Ganymede was taken from this cape; others, from Harpagia, on the confines of 
Cyzicus and Priapus; there was here alfo a cape called Gyges, prob-ably fome fmall 
head of land that might be a part of this promontory. To the north of the fuppofed 
Dardanus there is a vale, extending fome way to the eatt, where, probably, was Ophry- 
nium, and the grove of Heftor, mentioned near Dardanus, as well as the lake Pteleus; 
for I obferved that way fome water, which makes it a fort of a morafly ground. Fur¬ 
ther to the fouth the high white hills, which rim along to the north of the plain of 
Troy, end at the fea; on fome of thefeeminences near the fea Rhseteum mutt have 
been, which was fituated on a hill; I concluded that it was near a Chriftian village 

• A quintal is one hundred and ten rotoli of one hundred and forty-four drams. 
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called Telmelh, and more commonly Jaurcui, which is fix miles from the old caflle, 
and about three from the fuppofed Dardanus. When I had palled thefe hills, I law 
from the fouth a high pointed hill over the fea, which looked as if it had been forti.hed, 
and I judged that it was near welt of Telmelh. The Aiantiurn, where the fepulchre 
and ftatiie of Ajax were, is mentioned as near Rhteteum on the lliore; and I obferved 
at the defcent to the plain of Troy a little hillock, on which a barrow was raifed, and 
there were lome broken pieces of marble about it; but whether this was the tomb of 
Ajax, would be difficult to determine; we at length came into that famous plain, jutl 
within the mouth of the Hellefpont; it is about two miles broad and four long, from 
I'heconHux of the Simois and Scaraander, to the fea. To the call of this plain is that 
hill, which, as Strabo obferves, runs along to the call between the Simois and Sea- 
inander; two chains of hills end on the north fide of the plain, one between the Simois 
and the river Thymbrius, the other between the Thymbrius and the lea, wffiere the 
plain ends to the welt at the feaj within the entrance to the lielleffout there arc 
falterns; and in the plain near the fea, one palfes over Itanding waters on two or three 
bridges, which are the marlhes that Strabo mentions; as the others are the fea lakes-, 
all which, he fays, were made by the Scamander; he obferves, that this river brings 
much mud along with it, and has a blind mouth or outlet, which is very true, for the 
fea fills the mouth of the Scamander with fand; fo that, as in many rivers in thefe 
parts, there is no vifible outlet, but a bank of fand being at the mouth of the river, the 
water palfes through it; unlefs when they are overflowed by great winter torrents, 
which rife above it -, and this is what feems to be meant by a blind mouth; for the 
Scamander is a very finall rivulet in the furaraer, though the bed of it is wide, and is 
filled with the winter floods. To the fouth-well a ridge of low hills runs near the fea, 
from the Sigeaa promontory, now called cape lenechahere, wliich is at th6 entrance of 
the Hellelpoiit; the antient Sigeum was on this cape, which was deftroyed by the 
1 rojans, on account of fume jealoufies they had conceived of the inhabitants: there is 
now a village on the Ipot called lenechahere [The new cityj, or more commonly Jaur- 
cui} and there are two Greek churches in it; at one of them I faw the famous Sigean 
infeription. There is a piece of a farcophagus of white marble near it, on which are 
forae reliefs of fine workmanffiip; there is ajfo here a mezzo relievo, as big as life, 
broke olF at the hands, and is very finely executed j it is a young man who holds in 
his hand forae inftrument, which being broke off, appears only as the end of a Hick, 
which might be the handle of a fpear, on which he is reprefented as looldng with a 
melancholy afpefl. This, poffibly, might be defigned to reprefent Achilles [who was 
had in great veneration here) looking on that fpear with wliich he had been mortally 
wounded. To the north-welt of this place, a little lower on the hill, is a large barrow, 
and eall of it alefs, and to the fouth of that another final 1 one; and though it is certain 
that the fultans and their viziers have fuch barrows made by their loldiers in many parts 
-where they pafs, the larger fort for the fultan, and the lefs for the viziers; vet, not- 
withftanding, I cannot but remark, if I may not bethought to give too much mto con¬ 
jectures, that thefe, poffibly, may be very extraordinary pieces of antiquity, and the 
great one might be raifed over the fepulchre of Achilles, as the other two might be on 
thofe of Patroclus and Antilochus, who were buried here; and to whom the Trojans 
paid a fort of divine honours. To the north-well of thefe, under the hill, is the new 
caltle in Afia, on the fouth fide of the mouth of the Scamander, with a fmall village 
about it, and a little town In it, being about a quarter of a mile in compafs; in time of 
peace it is open and neglefted, and any one may enter; it ha.s about it fome very, fine 
large brafs cannon, the bores of which are not lefs than a foot in diaiAeter; there are 
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twenty*one of them to the fouth-wefh, and twenty-nine to the north j but in titne of 
war with the Venetiiuis a paiha refides in each of the four caftles j there are a hundred 
and thirty men belonging to tliis, who follow their trades and employs. 

1 hired two jamzaries to go with me the next morning, on tlie twenty-eighth, towards 
old Troy, and to the mines, the road being ver)^ dangerous. The low hill which runs 
to the foulh-cafl from the Sigean promontory has three fummits or heights, divided by 
fmall vales, or rather hollow grounds; on that next the cape was Sigeum, about a 
mile in compafs; on the fecond there is no village j but to the fouth-eaft of it there is 
a barrow, and in the hollow between it and the third are two fmall rifing grounds j on 
the third hill is leiiecui [The new village], inhabited by Chriftians: to the fouth-eaft 
of this there is a fourth, which extends to the north-eaft towards the conflux of the two 
rivers. Afcending this height towards the north-eaft end of it, I came to a village 
called Bujek, where there are great heaps of riiiiis, many broken pillars, and pieces of 
marble; and at tlie buj'ial place of Bofeui, about three quarters of an hour further, 
there arc a great number ol hewn Hones, columns, and pieces of entablature, and this 
I take to have been Ilium, which was once a village, and famous for an antiem temple 
of Minerva; it was afterwards made a city by Alexander, when he came to it upon his 
viftory at the Granicus; and after his death it was improved by Lyfimachus. The Sca- 
mander and Sioiois are faid to meet under this place; and old Troy is fuppofed to have 
been at the Ilian village on the height direaiy over the meeting of thefe rivers. On the 
north-eaft end of this rifing ground or hill, on wliich Ilium ttood, there is a barrow, 
■which might be the tomb of Aifyetes, faid to be five ftadia from old Ilium in the way 
to the modern city. In this plain of Troy moft of the battles mentioned by Homer 
were fought. It is probable this whole chain of low hills from Sigeum were formerly 
called Sigia; for Strabo fays, that was the name of the place where Ilium was built, 
by order of Alexander, alter he had gained that fignal viftory on the Granicusi 
Achseum was adjoining to it, that is, its territory bounded on that of Ilium, and the 
town might be where jenieui is now fituated, and its port, towards Sigeum, w^as twelve 
ftadia from Ilium; adjoining to this was I.arifla, which might be between Ilium and 
the fea; and alfo Colonte, which, probably, was in the valley towards Elkiftambole, 
which is fuppofed to have been Alexandria, or Troas. On my return, going further 
eaft, I travelled by the Scamander, fome miles before it joins with the Simois, where 
it is called Gofdah-fu, as it afterwards has the name of Mandias-fu. I croffed from it 
to the fouth-weft, over that high ground which is between the two rivers; defeending 
a little above tlie confluence of the waters: I thought it would be in vain to fearch on 
this height for the ruins of old Troy, where it is fiippofed to have been; all this part 
being now covered with wood; and the file of it was not known feventeen hundred 
years ago. 1 then eroded over the river Thymbrius, called Gimbrick-Chaie; the vale 
through which it paffes muft be the Thymbrian plains, mentioned as near Troy, in 
which the Lycians were encamped: this river fell into the Scamander at the temple of 
Thymbrian Apollo, mentioned as fifty ftadia from Ilium. Under the height of the 
fuppofed antient Troy, the country abounds much in a low flirub wood, which, pro¬ 
bably is that rough fpot mentioned by Homer under old Troy, and called Erineus. 

Erom the fuppofed ruins bf Ilium, 1 went about fix miles eaftward to a village called 
Efkiupjee at the foot of iribunt Ida, where I was recommended to the aga. There are 
mines here of filver, lead, copper, iron, and alum, of which very little profit is made, 
though any one may have leave to work them, paying only a fifth of the produce to 
the governor: thofe 'who undertake this work are moftly Greeks, who have been 
obliged to fly from the illands or other parts. The mines are dug like rabbit holes, fo 
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as that there is no need of ropes or ladders in order to defcend* The alum ftone as 
chalk is dug in pits, and being burnt, and afterwards boiled in water, which Is dnnvn 
off at a proper time, the alum becomes folid, much after the fame manner as they 

make faltpetre. t, 

Ida is not a fingle mount, but a chain of hills that extends from cape Leclus to^ the 
north-north-eaft, as far as the country that was called Zelia, bounding on the teri'itoJT 
of Cyzicus all the country to the weft of it being the kingdom of T. roy. 1 lie highcfl 
fummit of this mountain feems to be that part which is direilly eaft of the place where 
the Simois and Scamander meet; this, probably, is that part of it called Cotylus, 
which is computed to be about thirteen or fourteen miles from the fuppoled Scepfis; 
the antients fay, that it was a hundred and twenty ftadia, or fifteen miles from that 
place- The rivers Scamander, the Granicus, and iEfepus, rife out of moiint Cotylus, 
their fources not being above three or four miles apart; the Scamander is faid to rife at 
Biramitcli about fix hours, or twelve miles from the mines- Aiiotliei* fummit of mount 
Ida is Gargarum, probably more to the fouth; there was on it an ^olian city called 
Gargara- To the fouth of the mines there is a long rocky mountain called Chigur; 
on the top of it are ruins of an antient city, particularly of the walls, which are tea 
feet thick, and built of large grey ftone without cement; they are about threa miles in 
circumference, and there are eight gates to the city. I take this place to be Scepfis ; 
and Eikiupjee, the name of the village near, feems to bear fome refeniblance to it- 
Old Scepfis W’as in another place, near the lugheft part of mount Ida, probably towards 
moimt Cotylus; it was at the diftance of fixty ftadia from new Scepfis, to which the 
inhabitants removing, the old place afterwards had the name of Pala^fcepfis- Deme¬ 
trius the grammarian w^as of this place, who is fo often quoted by Strabo in relation to 
thefe parts ; an author who wrote thirty books, only on fixty lines of Homer s cata¬ 
logue of the Trojans and their allies; and a very remarkable account is given how 
Ariftotle’s library and manufcripts were preferved in this place for many years- 

I went to the mines with a defign to go to Troas, or Alexandria, oppofite to Tenedus; 
but the aga would not advife me by any means to go to that place, which is now called 
Eikiftambole, or to any of the places in the neighbourhood; becaufe the pafhaTjeing 
in fearch of rogues, they werefkulking about the country, and we fhould have a great 
chance of falling into their hands ; fo I determined to return to the caftles by another 
way; we, however, ventured to go about tw^o miles to the weft, to a high rocky hill, 
like a fugar loaf, called Kis-Kalefi [The virgin caftle]; there is a winding way up to 
it; and on the fummit of this lull is a ruined caftle, defended by round towers at the 
corners ; it feems to have been built in hafte; to the weft there is a part of it which is 
lower than the reft, and fortified; and there are a great number of cifterns cut into the 
hill in that part* We went on to the tents of the Urukes, who are a poor fort of 
Turcomen that live among the hills, and are chiefly fubfifted by the fheep and goats 
which they breed* 

We fet out from the mines on the thirtietli, and after travelling about five miles to 
the north-weft, we came to a town called Enai, a little below which the rivulet Enai- 
chaie falls into the Scamander; this feems to be the river Andrius, which rofe in the 
country called Carafena, and fell into the Scamander; the paflia was here with his 
people, in order to clear the country of rogues, an5 I faw on the outfide of the town 
two of them on ftakes who had been lately impaled* From this place I travelled by the 
Scamander, and crofled the hills, on which, probably, old Troy ftood, to the Simois 
and Thymbrius, and returned in a road more to the eaff; than that in which I came to 
the Dardanels, or old caftle of Afia* It is to be obferved, that to the eaft of the ter- 
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ritory of the city of old Troy, (which, without doubt, was itfelf a little prJfldpaUty or 
kingdom), was the diftriS; or principality of Cebrenia to the north of the Scaraander, 
probably extending to the great height of mount Ida before mentioned. 

Chap. XXI. — Of Troas. 

AFTER I had been at Bourfa and Nice, 1 returned to the Dardanels, and went by 
Tenedus to Elkiftatnbole, fiippofed to be Alexandria or Troas, built by Antigonus, 
and called Antigonia; and afterwards improved by Lyfimachus, and called by him 
Alexandria, in honour of his inafter Alexander the Great; it is thought to have been 
made a Roman colony by Augnftus. This placets fituated on a rifing ground, which 
ends in high cliffs at the fea oppofite to Tenedus j the walls appear to have been about 
four miles in circumference. At the north-well corner of the walls are the ruins of a 
tower; under this, to the weft, there is a plain fpot between the height and the fea, 
where there are remains of an old port or bafon, near half a mile in circumference, 
and about a furlong from the fea, with which it communicates by a canal. Going 
along by the remains of the old walls towards the fouth-eaft, fomething more than a 
quarter of a mile, I came to the remains of the Hippodrome or circus, which is funk 
into the ground j at the eaft end Tsf it there are ruins of fome confiderable building; 
and further to the fouth is a fort of a deep bed as of a canal to the lea, which might 
ferve as a port in order to lay up their gallies in the winter; to the eall there is a winding 
valley, and beyond it is the high ground, on which a large temple is fituated; there 
was a wall carried from the town w^all to the Hippodrome, and, probably, this might 
be the bounds of the old city before it was enlarg<^; and I obferved that to this place 
the walls were built in the old manner, one tier of Hone fet up an end, and the other 
laid flat, the walls further eaft not being built in that ftyle. I came to the eaft fide, 
where there had been three or four gates; one about the middle, and oppofite to the 
large temple, near a quarter of a mile from it, of wliich there are great remains ; it 
was very much after tile manner of that building at Ephefus, which was either a temple 
or the gymnaliiim; it is a large inclofiire built with arches on three fides, which are 
inclofed except on the north lide, where they are open, as they were, probably, on the 
fouth; there feemalfo to have been confiderable buildings to the north and fouth on 
the outfide of this inclofiire; the temple itfelf was in the middle, and was finiflied in 
a very magnificent manner, though it isfo finall that itfeems to have been defigned only 
to receive fome great ftatue, which might be the objeft of their worfhip; and though 
there is a very grand entrance into the inclofiire at the eaft end, yet, by what I could 
judge, the grand front of the temple tvas to the weft, where there are three very large 
and beautiful arches remaining, which made the front of it; the cornices, at the fprings 
of them, are very richly adorned with fculpture ; and it is probable that the whole was 
cafed with white marble: the peafants call this Baluke Serai QThe Palace of honey^, 
becaufe, they fay, many bees and hornets make their combs in the holes of the walls; 
but it is more probable that it is derived from Baal, the eaftern name of Apollo. On 
the fouth fide of the city, a little way wkliin the walls, are the remains of a theatre, 
which is beautifully fituated on the weft fide of the high ground, commanding a glorious 
view of the fea, of Tenedus, and the iflands about it; all the feats and front are 
deftroyed, and there appears to have been only one arch at each end ; on the ground to 
the eaft of the theatre are remains of a very thick high wall, where there might be a 
refervoir of water. On the low ground, at a fmall diftance to the north of the theatre, 
are remains of a temple, or fome other building, of a Angular ftru^ure; they call it 
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Kifla ferai [The Virgin’s palace], which, probably, might he a temple of Diana; it 
feems to be a building of very great antiquity; the principal front is to the fouth, 
which was adorned with pilafters; it appears as a large fquare building, and every tier 
of ftone fets in on the other three fides at leaft half a foot; entering at the fouth front, 
there is a room which is not large; it isfomething in the fliape of a crofs, the part to 
the north is a paffage through the building, as I fuppofe, though it is now clofed up; 
over this paffage, and on each fide above, are the apartments to the entrance, which is 
from the north, and probably tliere was a flight of fteps to it; though the ground is 
higher there than on the fouth fide; the middle part opens to the room below, exaftly 
over the entrance to the long paffage that leads to the north. This whole building is 
arched over, but flat at lop on the outfide; and it is very probable, that the grand 
temple was a room over all thefe of the fize of the whole, and that there were fome 
rooms under this upper ftory, to which there are now no entrance. The walls of the 
city feem to be above a mile in length from eafl: to weft, and near a mile from north to 
fouth: both the walls and thefe buildings, efpecially the firft great temple, have been 
much deftroyed by the command of the prefent Grand Signior, on his firft acceffion to 
the throne, in order to carry the beft ftones and marbles to Conftantinople, to be 
employed in public buildings; and, they fay, he was led to it by a renegade, who per- 
fuaded them that they Ihould find great treafures in this place. 

About half a mile to the eaft of the city walls there is a vale, in which there runs a 
fait ftream called AiyehTu; on the weft fide of this ftreara there are many hot ful- 
phurous fait fprings, which feemed to have alfo fomething of chalybeat in them ; 
there are two baths built over them on the fide of the hills, and ruins of many buildings 
near it, forae of which are very antient, and feveral arches of them remain, with the 
walls built of black and white ftone fet in lozenge-wife; fome have thought this to 
bfe Larifia. At one of the baths I faw a coloffal ftatue of a woman of white marble ; 
the head was broke off, but the drapery is very fine, and one of her hands appears to 
have been covered by the veft. Returning to the port direflly from the baths, and 
leaving the old city to the fouth, I paffed by fome finall fquare piers, which might be 
part of a portico to walk in. 

I took the two Greek boatmen to accompany me, but either out of fear or lazinefs, 
both of them foon left me; and I examined every thing without any one to accompany 
me but my own fervant, which they pretended was very dangerous. Going from this 
place to Tenedus by Tea, I obferved the barrow, mentioned between the fecond and 
third hills from the Sigean promontory, was very much expofed to view from the fea, 
and fo might, more probably, be the tomb of Achilles; that alfo on the fourth hill, 
fuppofed to be the burial place of Ayfetes, appeared likewife to great advantage. All 
the country about this city, and the fpace within the walls alfo, are under wood, being 
chiefly a particular fort of oak, W'ith the large acorns, which are gathered by tlie country 
people, in order to be exported to Italy for tanning. 

Chap. IXIL — Of Lampfacus, and the Iflands of the FropontU, 

AFTER I returned to the Dardanels I fet ont northwards by land, on the thirty-firft 
of July, towards Lampfacus. Betwerai that city and Abydus fome places are named 
by Homer, which were not known by the antient geographers ; one of them is Arilba, 
the refidence of Afius, which was on the river Selleus: about two hours, or four miles 
to the north of the caftle, there is a river called Muffacui-Chaie, which may be the old 
Selleus, and the village of Muffacui, which is a little higher on it, the antient Arifba, 

Near 
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Near four miles further is a laj'ger river called Borgas-Chaie, which may be the ny» 
Paftius raentioned by the poet. On the fide of the hills, over the plain thi ough which 
it runs, there is a very pleafant village called Borgas, in one part of which there rile 
a great number of fine fprings, infomuch that it is called the thoufand fountains. ^ 
Lampfacus, firft called Pityufa, on the Afia Ihore, near oppofite to Gallipoli, is 
about a mile further to the fouth than that city; this place was given to Thennitodes to 
furni/h liini with wine. Several great men among the andents were naUvra or Lamp- 
laciis; and Epicurus lived here for lome timej and enjoyed the company of the learned 
men of difs city. There is a little current on the fouth fide of the prefent fniall town, 
which is fituated on a height, and on the plain near the fea; the andent city ieems to 
have extended up the riling ground further to the eaft j I faw no ruins, except or 
old thick wall in the town ; it has two ports, very well^ defended by heads of land 
vi'hich extend out into the fea: the little hills all about it are finely cultivated, being 
covered with vines and other fruit trees; I could not go fo freely about this place, as 
the plague was there at that time- About a mile to the north of me town there is a 
pleafant village called Shardack, from which there is a grpt export of all forp of 
melons and other fruits to Conftantinople; and this being direftly oppofite to Gallipoli, 
it is the place from which they crofs over; a boat going every mormng early, and 
returning before noon. Mount Rhea was five miles from Lampfacus, where there 
was a temple to the mother of the gods; and in the territory of this city was a place 
cidled Gergethium, famous for its vineyards. 

On the firft of Augufl: in the evening I embarked to go to the ifland of Marmora* 
Between Lampfacus and Parium w^as a city called Psefus, and a river of the fame name; 
when this city was deflroyed the people went to Lampfacus. Fourteen miles ealt-north^ 
eali is a village called Kimere, and a fniall river in a bay on the weft fide of that cape, 
on wliich, I luppofe, Parium and Priapus were fituated. Kimere is near the north- 
weft angle, which the cape makes with the bottom of the bay; here I found niedais 
were to be met with, and I conjecture that it might be the aiitient Pa^fus, with the 
river of the fame name: returmng out of this bay, and continuing along the cape to 
the north for about two leagues, we faw a fmall bay in the fide of the cape^ towards the 
norlh-wefl; corner of it; and to the north of it there are two fmall rocks; it is probable 
that Parium was here, which is placed in the Tables twenty-two miles from Lampfacus^: 
that city was built by the Milefians, Erithra^ans, and the people of the Ille of Paros; it 
fiouiiflied much under the kings of Pergamus, of the race of Attains, ^ on account of the 
fervices the city did to that houfe On the confines of the territories of Pnapus and 
Cizicns was a place called Harpagia, where, fome fay, Ganynnede was taken ; though 
others fix that flory to cape Dardanium* Betw^eeii Priapus and the iEfepus was the 
river Granicus, fo famous for the battle In which Alexander routed the Perfians; and 

There was a place entiled Pityea in that part of the Parian dillrift, which went under tne name of 
Pity tins ; over it was mount Pity odes, fo called from bein^ covered’with pines ; it was between Fanum 
and Priapus, near a place called Ijiuus on the fea, which was famous for a fort of cocltles called Linufisn 
cockles. Between Parium and Priapus alfo was a city and country called AdraHea, from king Adraftus, 
who firft built a temple to Nemefis there; the ftoues of which, when it was dcilroyed^ were carried to 
Parium, and there was only an altar made, in the place of it, to the honour of the deity. Here alfo was 
an oracle of Apollo, A^^ieus, and Piana ; hut where any of thefe places were is unknown, it not being 
fecure to travel in that part. The Tables place Priapus fifteen milei trom Parium, which was alia on the 
fea, and I think muft have been about the angle which the cape makes with the land to the north-eaft ; it 
has its nanae from that infamous worfhip which was in vogue in all thefe parts as far as Lampfacus. 1 he 
deity, the fon of Bacchus and Nymph a, according to their fables, being born in Lampfacus. Plus city 
had a port, and fome fay that it was built by the Milefians at the fame time as Abydusj others that it was 
foanded by the people of Cyzicus- 
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for the rout of the army of Mithndatea by Lucullus, after he had raifed the fiege of 
Cyzicus: and I was informed, that between this cape and that of Cyzicus there are two 
rivers; the largeft difcharges itfelf to the weft of a fmall point oppofite to the ifiand 
Alonia, which, I think, is called Roia, and muft be the iEfepus, which was the 
bounds of the kingdom of Troy; and feven or eight miles to the weft is another river, 
which, if I miftake not, is called Teker Chaie, and muft be the Granicus. This river 
ran through the country of Adraftea, and had on it a city, long ago deftroyed, called 
Sidena, and a territory of the fame name. The .^fepus, after having run about 
fevcnty miles, falls here into the fea. Strabo mentions, that towards its rife, on the 
left fide of it, was Polichna a walled city, Palaefcepfis, and Alazonium j and on the 
right between Polichna and PalsefcepCs, Neacome, where there were filver mines. 
The river Carefus falls into the ASfepus, riling at Maluns between Palsfcepfis and 
Achseum, which is oppofite to Tenedus: from tins river the country was called Cara- 
fena, to which the country of Dardania extended. The JEfepus run through the 
country of Zelia, which was ten miles from the mouth of it, extending to the foot of 
mount Ida, where it ends that way. A little above the mouth of the river was the 
fepulchre of Memnon fon of Tithonus, and a village called Memnon; concerning all 
which places notiiing is known, by reafon that the country is frequented by a bad fet 
of people, and no caravans pafs that way. 

On the third, at noon, we arrived at an ifland to the fouth of Marmora, which is called 
in Turkilh Ampedes, and by the Greeks Aphfia j it is about a league to the weft of the 
ifland of Alonia; this ifland is about ten miles in circumference: we went to a village 
on the weft fide of it near a fmall lake j it is inhabited both by Chriftians and Turks; 
and there is a Turkifh village on the eaft fide of it j and alfo a fmall convent to the 
fouth. This whole ifland is let for fix hundred dollars a year; they make fome wine 
in It. W e croffed about two miles to the north-weft to the ifland of Cutalli, which is 
not fo large, and has only one village of Chriftians of about feventy houfes: it is a 
fine fpot of ground, and was formerly all covered widi vineyards j but now the 
inhabitants apply more to the filhing trade; this ifland pays alfo four or five hundred 
dollars a year j and thefe tw'o little iflands, with regard to the Chriftians in tliem, are 
governed by two or three of the chiefs, Proto-Ierai [^nawloy^P®']’ ^ moll of the 
fmall iflands, both in the Propontis and Archipelago; and it is thefe perfons, or one 
of them, that commonly rent the ifland, in cafe it is not taken by a Turk, who comes 
and refides in them. Thefe iflands and Alonia are covered to the north by the ifland 
of Marmora; fo that, when the winds are northerly, the boats that go to Conftan- 
tinople fail between them, in order to be under the Ihelter of that ifland. 

On the fourth we failed two leagues to the ifland of Marmora. Tlie antients men¬ 
tioned the old and new Procoimefus on the fea going from Priapus to Pariura. The 
new Procoimefus I take to be Marraoro, becaufe a quarry of fine mai'ble is mentioned 
to be in it, for which it is at prefent famous, being a beautiful fort of white alabafter; 

I obferved alfo here a rock of grey granite, wliich they have ufed in building, and is 
not much inferior to the Egyptian, This is the moft northern of thel'e iflands j it is 
high and rocky, about four leagues long and one broad: there are fix little towns in 
it on the fea, moftly inhabited by Chriftians j there are alfo fix convents in the ifland, 
two of which are in ruins, and the others inhabited only by two or three Caloyers. 
This ifland is let for five purfes a year, which is about three hundred and fifty pounds, 
by a per fon who has the title of waiwode. In this ifland, as well as the others, juftice 
is adininiftered by a cadi who refides here. There is an uninhabited ifiand three leagues 
to the north-weft of Marmora. 

We 
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We failed about three leagues foilthvard to the ifland Alonia, which is a very fine 
fpot of ground, about eighteen miles round; it is covered with vineyards, and is famous 
for an excellent dry white wine, which Is commonly drank at Conftandjiople; and a 
great quantity is imported from the neighbouring continent under the fame name, efpe- 
daily from the parts about Cyzicus, and is indeed a wine much of the fame nature. 
There is a femicircular bay to the north-weft of this ifland, oppofite to which is a fmaU 
ifland, and the harbour being covered by Marmora to the north, and by the ifland 
Aphfia to the weft, it is an excellent port, and appears like a lake from the town. 
This ifland has five villages on it; the greater part of the inhabitants are Chriftians; 
and it pays nine purfes a year: I take it to be the old Proconnefus, the other two 
i {lands being very inconfiderable. The bifhop of the four illands refides in the town 
called Alonia, where I was very civilly entertained by him at his houfe; he has his 
cathedral in tliis place, and is immediately fubjeft to the patriarch of Conftantinople *, 
he is commonly called the bilhop of Alonia, but his true title is bifliop of Procoimefus 
[]'0 nfKotn)<rir|; and I found he thought that no other ifland went by the name of Pro¬ 
connefus but Marmora. 

Chap. XXIIL — Of Artacui and Cyzkus. 

FROM Alonia we failed on the fifth to the weftward of that land, which was for* 
merly the ifland Cyzicus; and afterwards fhaping our courfe for about twm leagues 
along the fouth fide of it, we arrived at a town called Artacui *. To the eaft of the 
town there is a fmall cape, which was antiently fortified; between this and the land to 
the fouth there is a narrow paflage into one of the ports of the antient Cyzicus, which 
is a large bafin, about a league in length; and at the eaft end of it is the ifthmus or 
neck of land that leads to the towm of Cyzicus. Artacui is on the peninfula which 
was formerly the ifland Cyzicus; the town is a mile and a half in circumference, having 
in it about fifteen hundred Greek families, and not above four hundred Turkifh 
houfes: it b the proper place of refidence of the archbifhop of Cyzicus; but as he is 
one of the twelve firlt archbifliops, he ufually lives at Conftantinople, coming to this 
place only once in two or three years; there are no left than tw'elve churches in the 
town, and one in a fmall ifland oppofite to it: that ifland is a rock of marble, and 
there is a heap of ruins on it, and fome pieces of marble finely "worked, which fhew 
that there was fome antient building on it, which probably was a temple. The ftip- 
port of this place is a great export of white wine, which is very good, and pafTes for 
Alonia wine at Conftantinople, to which city they carry it. 

The hill on the cape to the eaft was ftrongly fortified by a very antient wall acrols 
the north fide of it, about half way up the hill, and it feems to have been built for a 
defence to the entrance of the port, there being many large hewn ftones about a church 
at the top of it called Saint Simon, which gives name to the hill, and ihefe are, pro¬ 
bably, the remains of a ftrong tower or caftle: the wall is twenty feet thick, cafed with 
tiers of black and white marble alternately, the white being fet up an end, about 
eighteen inches deep, and the black laid flat is nine inches thick, after the antient man¬ 
ner of building: towards the eaft end there is a gate'way, with a tower on each fide, 
thirty feet fquare, and three more towers of the fame kind to the weft, a hundred 
paces apart. 

* This was, Houbtlels, theautient Artace, a colony from Miletus. Strabo, xiv, p. 635* 
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On the feventh we went a league from Artacui, by the we{lem port, to the eaft to 
the ruins of Cyzicus 5 it is filtmted to the north of the ifthmus, or neck of land, where 
formerly there were two bridges, by which they paQed from tlie ifland of Cyzicus to 
the continent: the places where the two bridges were are now to be feen, for there are 
two paffages or caufeways, which are iifed at this time as roads, all the reft of the 
ilthiiiiis being a morafs, except two large fandy banks on each fide made by the fea- 
At the north-eaft part of the eaftern bank there Is a height, which feems to have been 
an ifland in theanrient pafilige, and oppofite to it the city walls are higher and ftronger 
titan in any other parts, I'he ifland of Cyzicus was about fixty-two miles in circum¬ 
ference, and appears like a broad mountainous cape, The city had a great territory 
belonging to it, and was governed by its own wholefonie laws, fuch as thole of Rhodes, 
Marleilles, and Carthage-. This people was fo ftrong that they fullained, with great 
bravery, the fiegc of Rlithridates, who had a hundred and fifty thoufand foot, befides 
horfe, and four hundred fiiips. obliging him to leave the place, The hill on the oppo- 
fite continent was called Adraftea, The city was partly in the plain, and partly on the 
fide of mount Urfus, over which was mount Dindymon, with a temple on it, built by 
the Argonauts, to Dindymene the mother of the gods. There were tw'o ports to the 
city which could be fliut with chains; the large one, I fuppofe, to the welt, and the 
otlier^ [H^obably, between the eaftern bridge and the entrance to the port; it had allb 
above two hundred covered docks to lay up their fliips and galUes in. There 

are flill remains of the walls of the city j thofe to the fouth, it is to be fuppofed, went 
clofe along by the iflhmus, and extended for fome way to the weft, near to the wefteru 
port,; though now thefeahas retired in both parts. Towards the weftern port there 
are remains of two large oftagon towers, tlie one bdng near to the other, which, I fup- 
pofe, might defend an entrance from the fea that way: to the north-weft of thefe are 
ruins of a great building, about a hundred paces fquafe, of which very little remains 
but the fine arched paiTages under ground on which it vi^s built, though many of 
them are deftroyed ; they feem chiefly to run parallel from eaft to weft, and are from 
ten to fifteen feet wide, the walls between them being very thick, in which alfo there 
are fome narrower arches; the large arches are finely built of hewn (lone. To the 
north of this are figns of buildings, which I took to be an oblong fqiiare piazza, and 
that this building was about the middle of the fouth part of it; the piazza, probably, 
had a portico round it; beca%ife, in digging for ftones, they found at the weft erid 
fixteen very large fquare pieces of martble, which, probably, were the foundations for 
fo many pillars; this piazza was about a hundred paces broad, and, as well as I could 
conjeclure, four Inmdred long. The walls are almoft entirely deftroyed on the weft 
fide of the city, but feem to have run along to the eaft of a winter torrent, and to have 
afeended up the hill near the place where that torreiit pafFes a narrow ftreight between 
the hills, where there is a building on each fide; it Teems to have confided of very high 
arches, which at firft made me fuppofe that it was an aqueduS:; but the city walls being 
below thefe, I could not conjefture for what purpofe an aqueduft fliould be fo high, 
unlefs to convey water to thefummit of the hil! without the city 5 the building on both 
fides feenis to make part of an oval ; it is, indeed, pnflible that water might be con¬ 
veyed from the weft fide, tliough 1 faw no arches any way joining to them ; but it might 
pafs over the channel on arches, and be conveyed to the height of the eaftern hill; the 
people call it the Frincefles Palace, and fay, that it was fo high that they faw both the 
eaftern and weftern bay from it: this building, as well as the town walls, are cafej 
with a baftard grey graniie, which, probably, was brought from Proconnelus, af? well 
as the white marble, which they ufed about liner works j the walls go only about three 
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quarters of the way up the liiJl, and turndown on the afl fuk* at fomediftance from- 
?he cliffs of the eafferu bay. A large theatre was built m the foot of t.ie. hill, the 
ftones are all taken away, and that fpot is now covered with trees; but I was 
bv one well acquainted with the place, that there were formerly twenty-hve Jeats, to 
die weft of it there are fome finall remains of a circus > I faw the feats at the eall end 
a great way under ground, the people having dug down m order to take aw:-> the 
material which are of white marble; ^ well as I couU m^uro it, I 
area to be about thirteen paces wide and two hundred and fifty long. Ihcre 
many medals dug up in this place; and here the famous Pefc^us Niger was found 
wdiich is in the duke of Devonfliirc’s collection. The land of the pemnlula of ky^icus 
extending a coiifiderable way to the eaft as well :is to the well it makes another bay to 
die eaft, wliich has a large opening oppofite to the ifiand Calohnmo. lo tne eaft of 
this bay there is a fmall town called Panonuo; this place is about foui miles from 
Cvzicus; in the way we faw a rock on the fea called Monaftcre, there bemg a convent 
on it, inhabited by one Caloyer. We croffed a finall river, and aiTived at Pimormo 
wliich is a well fituated town, and has a tolei-able port for finall vefleis; but U is not 
fufficiently fecured from the north winds for larger lliips; here they export corn, and 
all forts of fruit, and wine, to Conftaiitiiiople. 


Chap. XXIV. — • Of Mehullitch, Bourfa^ and Mount Olympus. 

WE fet out eaftward on the eighth, and travelled over rich downs, and through a 
well inhabited country, I faw hills to thefouth, which feemed to be the foot of mount 
Ida. We paffed Fehacui, called in Greek Deloke, and afterwards by Omarcui [ Ihe 
village of Omar], and faw at a good diftance to the fouth-weft the lake cilled Magrms- 
Guel, which, for reafons hereafter mentioned, I fiippofe to be the lake Defcylis. After 
having travelled five hours from Panormo, 1 faw a village called Doulacui -111001 a league 
to the fouth, and a tower on a height near it; they informed me that there was a ruin^ 
towm there, which, I conjefture, might be Miletopolis and that a inorafs to the eaft, 
covered with water in the winter, was the lake of that name. Having travelled about 
twelve miles to the eaft of Panormo, w^e came to a large to war called Mehullitch, 
which is at leaft two miles in circumference, though moft of it is built like a village; it 
is on a height, at fome little diftance to the eaft of a river of the fame riame, which is 
the antient river Ryndacus, that was the boundary between IMyfia and Bithynia, it rims 
through a large plain, and is croffed in the way fromBourfa to Smyrna. Four miles 
below MehulHtch is the port to which the boats come up, being, four miles alfo from 
the fea. The mouth of the river is fiiid to be oppolite to die, ifland Befbicus, which 
muft be Calolimno, though 1 thought that ifland was rather more to the weft. there 
was a hill in it called Ai-tace, w'liich belonged to Cyzicus j and Strabo fays, that near 
it there was an ifland of that name, and mentions cape Melanos, either^ the north-eaft 
cape of the ifland of Cyzicus, or that north of Panormo y they paffed by it in the voyage 
from Cyzicus toPriapus: but as to the ifland Artace, I find on enquiry there is no 
ifland near Calolimno, except that of Monaftere, which is at too great a diftance, lb 
that, probably, Strabo is here corrupted. 

# At Panormo I met with a meiiil o£ Miletopolis in fmall brafs j it had on it the^ head of the emprefs 
Lucilla CSBACTHAOTKIAAA ; the reverfe is Pallas with a helmet, on the top of wliich is the head of an 
elderly man, and round it MEIAHTOnOAElTUS } Strabo writes it MIAHTOnOAlTlS ; from winch onn 
may coiiclade that the antieots pronounced the dlpthong aa the prefent Grcck*j votvel- 

m the dipihODg, and that Suabo writ it according to pronunciation. 

There 
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Ihcre ire in Mehullitch about five hundred Greek and two hundred Afnienian 
families, each having their church: they have a great trade here in filk; the mulbeny 
trees are planted thick like liurferies, and are kept cut in fuch a manner as to be only 
about five feet high, as they are alfo about Bourfa, and in all this fdk country. The 
filfc is moftly exported to Coiiftantinopie, as it is faid, to the amount of a hundred 
thoufand dollars a-year; they alfo export much fruit and corn to that city. The 
French buy up wool, which is coarfe, as well at this place as at Panormo and Caraboa^ 
and carry one half to Conllantinople, and the other half to Smyrna, to be fent to Mar- 
feilles. A very great aquedud was almoft finiflied in order to bring water about four 
miles to the town ; it confilled of twenty-feven pillars, built like obelilks, for the water 
to rife in to keep it to its height, as defcribed before j but the perfon who was the 
benefaaor dying, thefe indolent people had not the induftry to finllhit, though they 
have only well-water j I obferved fever^ of their wells, about three feet in diameter, 
which, inftead of being built of ftone and mortar within, have a fort of hoops or tubes 
of earthen wai-e, about two feet deep, put one on another from the bottom to the top, 
to keep the earth from falling in: they have here a ftone or marble, which is a com- 
pofition of red and blue pebbles with a cement of red; fome of this I faw very finely 
poliflied at a raofque; and though the colours are not the brighteft, yet it is a very- 
beautiful and curious marble. 

The country between this place and Panormo is a very rich down, well inhabited, 
and much improved about the villages. A league to the eaft of the town there is a 
ruined place, enclofed with a wall called Loupat, on the river Loupat, which, a littlf' 
way to the eaft, comes out of the lake Abellionte, and falls into the Rhyiidacus. This 
lake is about twelve miles long from eaft to weft, and three or four miles broad in 
fome parts; a large arm extends feVen or eight miles to the fouth, being about the 
fame breadth as the other paj t of the lake. On the north fide, near the eaft end, 
there is a town on a little high illand called Abelliontci from which they export filk 
snd vinegar to Conftantinople. 1 his illand is lo near the land, that they can always 
pafs to it on horfeback, and in fummer it is almoft left dry j the lake extends fouth- 
wards to the foot of mount Olympus, and to the eaft within eight niiles of Bourfa j and 
as it is navigated by boats that go by the Loupat and Rhyndacus to the Propontis and to 
Conftantinople, this makes the fituation of all the country about it very advantageous ; 
and yet, notwithftanding, the country on the north fide of it is uninhabited, though a 
very rich foil, both becaufe it is a country often frequented by robbers, and on account 
of its being a day’s journey from Bourfa ; fo that any villages would be ruined by 
Turldfli travellers, who clioofe to live on a village at no expence, rather than go to a 
town that is near. _ There is reafon to conjeaure, that this is the lake Apolloniads, 
and that the town in the ifland is the antient Apollonia, becaufe the Greeks at prefeiit 
call it Apollonia; but it being an ifland towards the eali; end of the lalte, and the antient 
Apollonia, though mentioned with the lake, being called Apollonia on the Rhyndacus 
I Ihould rather take Mehullitch to be Apollonia mentioned by Strabo, though it is a 
league from the lake ; indeed, I found no antiquities there, except two or tiireefepuU 
chral reliefs and infcriptions; but I heard that tliere were fome antiquities on tlie illand; 
it is poffible, that both the on^and the other were antient towms, and might be called 
by the fame name ; and fo one diftinguilhed from the other by the name of the river ii 
ftood ou, of which Strabo might not be apprized. 

It is faid, that the country between the ASfepus and Rhyndacus was inhabited by 
the Doliones; and from that river eaftward by the Mygdones, as far as the territory 
id Myriea, that is, Apamea M}Tlea, now called Mbntagija, which' is twelve miles to 

4 Y 3 (},-* 


7i6 


DCtTOB POCOCKE*S TRAIT!! 9 


thefouth of Bourfa. There are three lakes raenlioned m thefe parts, DaiCylitus, REIe- 
topolitis, and ApoUoniatis. In the road from Piutornio to Mehullitch, I faw a large 
lake called Magriaas-Guel, i^diich might be about ten miles north o^f Panorrao ; this 
-I take to be the lake Dafcylitis, on which there was a town called pafcylium ; and the 
Doliones extending from the TEfepus to the Rhynda^cus, and to This lake, it rauft be 
underftood that then- country was to the eafl; of the river, and to the f^th of the . 
in the fame road nearer to Mehullitch, that is about five miles to the fouth-weft of 
-it I faw a tower on a little heiglit, which I was told was an mitieiit rum j and ne^ it 
is’a village called Dolou-Cui; I obferved ferae water near j the counfiy to the eafl is 
all a morafs, and I was told that in winter much water it ^ A be the 

lake Miletopoiius, and the ruin a remam of the anient Miletopohs ; for Strabo fays, 
tliat above the lake DafcyUtis were two other lakes, Miletopohtis and Apollomabs; he 
faysalfo, that the lake Dafcylitis belonged partly to Cyzicus, and part^ to the Byzan- 
tiiies, and that the territory of the Cyzicenes extended to the fake MiletopoliDs and. 
Apofioniatis; from all which one may conclude that the lake IVbletopoIitis was betwe^ 
the two others; it is alfo to be obferved that Doulou-Cui bears feme refemblance to the: 

name of the Doliones, the antient inhabitants of this country. 

We fetout on the thirteenth with a caravan for Bourfa, and came to Lupat, a Imatl 
ruined place encompaffed with walls, which are not well built, but feem to be of the 
middle Ws We travelled all day through a rich unimproved country on the north 
fide of the lake, till we came oppofite to Abellionti on the ifland ; and lay m the opp 
fields We went on a little ^ter midnight fix hours to Bourfa, the antient 1 rula, 
where the kings of Bithynia ufually refided, which is about twenty-four miles from. 
Mehullitch. This city was built by that Prufias, king of Biihyma, who waged war 
with Groefus and Cyrus. Bourfa was taken fay Seifeddulat of the race of Hamadan, 
in the three hundred and thirty-fixth year of the Hegira, but was retaken by the 
Greek emperor in nine hundred and forty-feven after Chnft: it was ag^n taken m 
thirteen hundred fifty-fix by Orkan fan of Ottoman, the fecond emperor of the Turks,, 
who made it the capital of his empire*; but when Conftanrinople was taken by 
Mahomet the fecond, in one thoufand four hundred and fifty-three-, that city became 
the capital of the Turkifli empire. Bourfa is moft pleafantly fituated on the foot of 
mount Olympus over a plain, which is about four leagues long, and a league wide, 
having thofe hills to the north of it which run along by the bay of Montagna. The 
city and fuburbs are about fix miles in circumference; the caftle of Bourfa is on the 
highea part; it is walled round, the rocky clifts below ir being almoft perpendicular, 
and beautifully adorned with the trees that grow on them; the reft of the town and 
fuburbs are on heights on each fide, but chiefiy to the eaft, there being a very finall 
part of the city on the plain to the north; the fuburb where the Greeks live is to the 
weft of the caftle; there are about fix hundred families of them with their metropolitan, 
and three churches. Ike town is divided from the eaftern fuburb by a deep channel 
or vale, over which there are feveraf bridges ; one of them with fliops on each fide, 
is ninety paces long and fixteeii broad; the vale being planted with mulberry trees, 
makes the fituation of the houfes that are on it very delightful; a finall ftreain runs 
through it, which fwells to a torrent after rains: to the e<ift of this is the fuburb, where 
the jf&menians live with their archbilhop, of whom there are about eight hundred 
families, and they have one church. It is faid they have three hundred parifhes and. 
mofques in the city, and many little mofques arched over v/ith one dome,, and the 
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great ones with feveralj as well as the kanes andbezeftans, al! Which are covered with 
lead; thefe and the agreeable mixmre of trees, together with the fine plain beneath, 
cultivated with mulberry-trees, altogether makes the profpeft from the mountain mnfb 
delightfiih The caftle, as I obferved, is walled round, which I take to be the ancient 
city Prufa; it is near a mile in circumference; I faw one part of the wall remaining^ 
built after the ancient manner, with one tk-r ot' ftone laid flat, and another fet up an 
end, alternately; I faw alfo an infcription, which mentions that the emperor TheodonK 
t^omenes Laikares built one of the towers of the walk Over the north brow of the 
hill are ruins of the grand fignior^s feraglio, wMch was burnt down fome years ago ; 
this being one of the royal cities wdiich have been the refidence of their monarclis: 
Orkan, who took this place, and his children, are buried in an old church in the 
cafUe, which is cafed wdth fine marbles, and paved with Mofaic work ■ to the weft of it 
there is a fepulchre covered with a cupola, where, they fay, fuUan Ofinan is buried ; 
and fome fpeak of BajazePs children as interred near him, but I did not fee their 
fepulchres. This caftleis governed by the janitzer aga, who refidcsin it* 

They make in the city a great variety of all forts of fattins, moftly ftriped, which, are'' 
ufed for the under fliort garments of the Turkifli habit ^ they make alfo a great quantity 
of meles, of flax and filk, ufed chiefly for fhirts, and a fort of gaufe called brunjoke, 
which is much wore by the ladies for their undermoft garments; they export alfo a- 
great quantity of raw filk both to Conftantinople and Smyrna, 

The great number of fprings that rife all over the city make it a very pleafant place ; 
fome flow in large ftreams, and one in particular comes out of the mountain at the 
caftle like a fmall rivulet, where the Turks fit in the fiiade, and where every thing is- 
fold which they delight in. There are feveral baths to the weft of the town which are' 
very famous, and have always been much frequented; in one called Cara-Muftapha 
there is a ipnng of cold water, and another of hot, vrithin the fame room. That 
called Jeneh-Coplujah [The new fpring] is the largelt and moft beautiful bath ; it is’ 
a fine building, a large fpring rifes in the middle ot it, and two very hot ftreams nm 
through the room j near it there is a finali bagnio, called. The Jews bagnio : from 
this we went to a warm water, efteemed holy by the Greeks, and is called Aie The- 
odory. Another bath is Culatlow-Coplujah [The fulpbur bath], Haifa mile farther 
is a large bath, called Chekreeh^CupIejan, which has not fo irruch fulphur in it as the 
other, and is more frequently drank, though all the waters are taken inwardly, as well 
as ufed for bathing. 

I had a letter to the janitzer aga, which was delivered without a prefent, and I 
defired him to fend fome janizaries with me up mount Olympus ; but he faid, he could 
not anfwer for my fafety, and added, that fometimes they were even in danger of the 
rogues in the very fkins of ibe city; fo I applied to an Armenian to whom 1 
recommended, who carried me to his houfe the day before! was to go up the mountain, 
and hired fome horfemen well armed to go with me, and we fet out very early in the 
morning. This part being probably inhabited by a colony from about mount C)lympus 
in Theffaly, may be the real'on why the niountmn had that name given it; the d'urks- 
call it Keiheih Daug [The mounfain of rr^nks] from a monallery on the inouncain^ 
which, as I was informed, was dedicated to the fevem fieepers; the lirft part of the 
afcent is fteep, covered with chefnut, hazel, and beech ; it leads to a plain fpot on 
the fide of the hill where the Urukes were decampmg ; the next part was alfo ft?ep, 
and covered with feveral forts of fir, one of which is a very particular kind ; the coneS' 
of it, like the cedar points upwards *; a turpentine drops from the fruit of this fort, 

* It is wWt the botanifts call, Abies TaxifoMa, frusta furfum fpcdante, Iixil* E. H. 
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wWch they call niaftlc, and fells dear, being ufed in furgery for wounds. Above thU 
there is another plain, or rather two valleys, divided by a low hill, in each of which 
there runs a river j there is a very finall trout in them, which they call Allah Ballouk 
j^The fifli of GodJ, being much efteemed; though I could not perceive that they were 
different from our common trouts ; there is another Ihort afcent to a plain fpot, w^bich 
extends to the foot of the higheft fummit of the hill; the afcent to wliich is to be looked 
on as the laft third of the way; this upper part has always fnow in the hollow parts 
of the hill, which is carried every day to Bourfa: above this plain there is no tvood 
except flirubs and the juniper; towards the upper part of the mountain I obferved that 
there was a baftard grey granite. The profpeft, they fay, from this hill is verj fine 
when all is clear; it was indeed at that time clear all round and above us, but there were 
■clouds below which intercepted the view. Having fpent the whole day on this moun¬ 
tain, we returned in the evening to Bourfa, 

Chap. XXV. — Of Nice^ Gmhlick^ and Montagna. 

WE fet out with the caravan towards Nice on the eighteenth in the evening, and 
travelled along that fine vale to the north-eaft, which is fo well improved with mul¬ 
berry trees for the filk. We went only four miles to a village called Suhgerly, where 
we lay in the prieft’s garden. On the nineteenth we faw a town or village called 
Cliiollec; there is a large old building on a hill to the right of it, and at the north-eaft 
corner of the plain is a fmall lake called Oufkomah. To the call is a finall town, if 
I miftake not it is Chiollec, where they make velvet for cufhions ufed on the fofas 
all over Turkey, many of which are of a fort of beautiful flowered velvet, but moft 
of them are made with a ground of a hard yellow filk; they make them fi'om fourteen 
dollars to eighty dollars a pair. We croffed over the hills to the north, and came into 
■the large plain of lenichahere, in which there is a great lake extending from itlie town 
of lenichahere at the north-eaft of it, to the fouth-weft end of the plain; in furamer 
the greater part of it appears like a morafs, being overgrown with reeds. lenichahere 
is a fmall town, where there are four or five mofques, and only one Armenian church, 
there being few inhabitants of that profellion: I faw only one marble coffin here, with a 
defaced imcription on it. I cannot conjedture what place this was, unlefs it might be 
Caefarea, called alfo Smyrdiane, which in Ptolemy’s order of places, is put between 
Nicasa and Prufa at mount Olympus. . From this place we croffed other liills to the 
north, and defcended to the lake of Nice ; and going on the fouth fide of it about a 
mile, we turned to the north at the eaft end of it, and came to Nice. This lake 
was called the lake of Afeanius, and now has the name of Ifnick, from the Turkilh 
name of Nice; it is about twelve miles long. There are a great number of fifti in it; 
but it is navigated only by fmall boats which are cut out of one fingle piece of wood. 

The city of Nice is fituated at the eaft end of the lake of Afeanius, having a valley 
to the eaft of it finely improved with mulberry-trees, through which there run feveral 
fmall ftreams, which pafs through the city, or near it. This city was firft built by 
Antigonus, and called Antlgonia; afterwards it had the name given it of Nicaca, 
from the wife of Lyfimachus ; it is encompalfed with very fine walls, which are almoft 
entire j they are built of ftone, with four tier of brick at the diftance of every fix 
feet,#the walls being about fifteen feet thick and twenty high ; they are made with 
battlements, a walk all round, and towers of brick at the diftance of feventy paces, 
which are about fifteen feet higher than the wall, and are half an oval; on one fide 
of the gate to the lake there is a large oSagon tower, and on the other fide a round 
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tower, to the fouth of which are two or three other round towers. There are two 
gates, which feeni to have been very fine triumphal arches; on one of them to the 
fouth, called the old gate, are imperfe£t inferiptions to the honour of one of the em¬ 
perors after Nero, whofe name I found on it as an anceftor. Within this gate there 
are remains of another, on which there is an imperfect infeription, where 1 faw the 
name of the emperor Claudius. There are figns of an infeription on the north gate, 
which feems to have been made in copper : at this gate there are two large reliefs of 
Medufa’s heads, with yiftories over them: on one fide there is a fine mezzo relievo 
of three perfons, as big as life, fet agamft the wall, but it is much defaced, and on 
the other fide there is a oiarble coffin, with a relief of a battle on it. I faw at a niDiqiie 
two moll beautiful pillars in fucli large fpots as are commonly feen in verd antique, 
fome of a light brown, and of a grey, others of a whitifli colour, being the only pillars 
I ever faw of that fort of marble, and would be of very great value to tiofe who are 
curious. The Greek church, where they fay the council was held, is built of brick 
and though it is old, yet 1 take it to be a later building than the time of Conftantine j 
the cathedra or feat, and the femicircular fleps at the end, are common in antient cathe¬ 
dral churches, and thefe are very ill built; there are forae remains both of die Molaic 
ceilmg and pavement: the Armenians have a fmall church in a fort of grot under the- 
weft end of it. To the north of the town there are two marble coffins j: one is of red 
and white fpotted maible; the other has a Medufa’s head at each end, and in the 
middle of the front, is the relief of a man with a club as going away from a woman 
who is behind^ him, which is probably defigned for Hercules refufmg pleafure, and 
embracing a life of labour and induftry j there is a woman on each fide in different 
compartments, and an infeription over all. To the eaft of the town are the remains of 
an old channel of an aqueduft, out of which there now runs a large ftream that is 
conveyed to the town by an ill built aquedua. Over this, on the fide of the hill, 
there IS a very curious piece of antiquity now in ruins, though it feems to have been 
defigned to have lafted for ever, but it has been deftroyed by force; it is a room hewn 
out of one ftone of grey marble, and feems to have been an antient fepulchre; it was 
probably moved to this place, and not cut out of the rock on that fpot, imlefs art 
has been ufed to deceive, for all round at the bottom it appears as if it was feparated 
from the rock, and there are other ftones under it on the outfide, as if defigned for 
the foundation ; it is thirteen feet fix inches long, and twelve feet ten inches broad • 
it was cut archw-ife at top : on each fide there is a folid bench or bulk, I fuppofe to 
place the coffins on, and there feems to have been one coffin laid acrofs at the eaft end: 
on the outfide there is an infeription in Hebrew, very much defaced ; but it does not 
feem to have any relation to the building, being in very fiiort lines, and not in the 
middle of the eaft end. This room feems to be of the nature of that temple of Thebaic 
marble, or red granite, mentioned by Herodotus, which was cut out of the ifle of 
Elephantine, and carried down by water to Sais in Delta. Within the city walls there 
are fome very fine large arches now under ground; they feem to have belonged to a 
theatre, which muft have been very magnificent; the arches are turned with large 
hewn ftone; thofe which I take to be the inner ones are very wide, and in the front 
of eacfi of them there are others. 

The walls of the city are at leaft four miles round, and yet the prefent town, which 
is much like a village, has not above three hundred houfes in it. and there are not 
more than twenty Chriftian families in the place, the greater part of which are Greeks : 
they have no trade but that of filk, which is bought up by the merchants and fent 
either to Bourfa, or to Gemblik, to be embarked for Conftantinople, TheVir is very 
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unhealthy here, occafioned probably by the rivulets not having a free courfej and by 
turning them into their gardens within the walls, where the water Magnates and cor¬ 
rupts the air. 1 was informed that Nice is about eighteen hours, or thirty-fix miles 
.from Nicomedia, and that It is near fixieen miles from Caramoufal, a port on the bay 
of IfiAit or Nicomedia, and twenty-four from another port in that bay further to the 
wcH:, called Debrendeh, where they commonly go to embark for Conftantinople. 

On the twenty-fiift we fet out and travelled on the north fide of the lake, and in 
about four hours came to an obeliik, about a mile to the north of it j the people 
call it Befh-TaOi [The five ftones], becaufe it confifis only of that number; it is of 
grey marble, and of a fingular land, for it is triangular, and Hands on a bafe and 
pedeftal, fix feet nine inches fquare, and about eleven feet high. There is an inferip- 
lion on the foutii fide of it, from which one may conclude, that it was erefted as a 
fepulchral monument, probably to fome great citizen of Nice: the import of the 
hdeription is, tliat C-Caflius Pliilifcus, thefon of C, Cafl'ms Afclepiodotus lived eighty- 
three years. 

We" travelled on between the hills and the lake, lay at a village called leranite, in 
the honfe of an Armenian, who endeavoured to intimidate me with regard to tliefecurity 
nf the road, which I found was only to put me on hiring him to go along with me. 
On the tw^nty-fecond we came to the weft end of the lake, and pafied through Ba- 
jaric; I obferved that the hills are finely improved along the fouth fide of the lake; 
we turned to the weft in that beautiful vale in which the river Afeanius runs; it is finely 
improved witli all forts of fruit-tre^ and vineyards ; the hills on each fide being alib 
under vines. 

We .came to Gemblic at the north-weft corner of this plain, which is niofl delight¬ 
fully filuated on two little heights, and on the plain by the fea fide; it is the antient 
Clius, which was deftroyed by Philip king of Macedoii, and rebuilt by Prufias, and 
from him called Prufias 5 there are feme inferiptions about the town. This place is 
tw'enty-four miles from Nice j the archbifhop of that city has his palace of refidence 
here, to which I went; as he is the fifth of the twelve firlfc archbilhops, he lives moflly 
in ConitanDnople * the Greeks, who are about fix hundred families, have feven or 
.eight churches here, and Ukewife a nunnery, and tAvo convents on the fide of the hill 
over the town; there are about fixty Turkifh families in the place; they have two 
mofques, and moflly inhabit the hill to the weft. They have a great export here of 
corn, of an ordinary Avhite wine, and of all forts of fruits, to Conftantinople, I find 
rivers Cius and Hyla are mentioned here; probably they are the names of two 
moiitlis of the river Afeanius ; and here the poets place the ftory of Hylas, the Availing 
boy of Hercules, in relation to his being conveyed away by the nymphs. 

On the twenty third we liad a moft pleafant ride for twelve miles along the fouth 
fide of the bay of Montagna, to the, town of the fame name. To the north of this 
gulpb is that head of land which was called the promontory Neptunium, and is between 
t .iis bay and that of Nicomedia, Montagna is on the fea, about twelve miles to the 
north of Bourfa, and is fituated under the mountains ; the town is about a mile long, 
confifting of nne lireel near the ihore ; the^e are about feven hundred Creek families 
in it, who have feven churches, and the archbifhop of Bourfa has a palace here, 
refjriingiu this town part of tiie year ; the Turkifh families are not above three hundreil. 
This is the port of BourJ’a, ajid is computed to be a hundred niiies from Conftan* 
tliiople ; it is a place of great refoi t for the export offilk, corn, and the manufaflures 
of Bourfa, Tourcomen carpets, f. ltpe:re, a poor white wine, and ail forts of fruit 
-to Cuiillajumople, from which they alio import inimy commodities to fupply the city of 
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Bout-fa, and the country about it. The antient city Myriea was half a mile to die 
fouth-eaft of the town, and on the eaft fide of the road to Bourfa, being fituated on a 
hill, which is llrong by nature; it was dellroyed by king Philip, rebuilt by Prufias, 
and called Apamea from his wife; it was afterwards called Apamea Myriea, and Apaiiiea 
of Bidiynia : the firll city was built by Myrlus, who was of Colophon, and I fuppofe 
head of the colony from that place; it was afterwards made a Roman colony, and 
was doubtlefs a confiderable place; there are no remains on the hill, except heaps of 
ftones thrown out of the vineyards; it is probable that the city in length of time ex¬ 
tended down to the fea; and as a proof of it I faw the remains of a fmall brick 
building about a mile to the eaft of the prefent town. I went to the kane, and then 
waited on the archbilhop of Bourla, to whom 1 had a letter ; he entertained me very 
civilly, though he was in trouble on account of his brother, who was fent for to 
Conftantinople by the vizier, as it was thought, to fqueeze money out of him; when 
I returned to the kane, he fent me a prefent of wine and provifions. I embarked on 
the twenty-feventh for Oallipoli; we were obliged by contrary winds to put into a 
port called Armocui, on the other fide of the bay near the point of the cape; there 
is a hot mineral water at this place, and another to the north-weft, at a place called 
Joloway : I was informed alfo, that at the north-weft point of the cape, at a place 
called Courai, there is a hot water, where there is a convent belonging to the monaftery 
of faint George of Halk^, which I have already mentioned among the Princes TflanHfi - 
die Greeks go once a year to that place out of devotion, and to bathe in the hot mud, 
it being efteemed a great remedy for many diforders, particularly the fciatica. We 
touched at Rodofto in the way to Gallipoli, where the plague had begun to rage, and 
I lodged there all night in a coffee-houfe; we went the next day to Gallipoli’; where 
I immediately embarked for the Dardanels, when I was informed that the plague had 
alfo broke out in that city. From the Dardanels we palTed by Tenedus, faw the ruins 
of Troas, embarked for Lemnos, and w'ent from that ifland to mount Athos; of which 
I Jhall give an account in the following book. 


A DESCRIPTION OF THE EAST, &c. 

BY RICHARD POCOCKE, LL.D. F.R.S, 



Book the Third. — Of Thrace and Greece. 

Chap. I. — 0/ Tbrac€ in general ; and of Canftantinople. 

THRACE was bounded to the weft by mount Hjemus, and the river Nmilus, and 
on the other fides by the Propomis,_ jEgean, and Euxine feas: it was a Roman diocefe, 
and by th0 Greek, church was divided into tbiir provinces * liuropaj which was pro- 

V01,.X. 4Z 




^23 noCTOR POCOCKe's ’rnA^'ELS 

bably on the fea to the eaft ; Hsemimontana, to the weft at mount Haemus, in which 
was Plotinopolis; Rhodope, about the mountains of that name, in which was Tra- 
janople ; and Thrace-Proper, probably in the middle between them, of which we may 
fuppofe Adrianople was the capital. Thrace is verj' far from being a barren country, 
as fomc of the antients have defcribed it, for the part I faw of it Is natm-ally one of 
the fineft countries I have feen, and the richcft foil; and fo they fay it is to the weft 
of Adrianople ; as mount Hsemus is to the w'eft of it, fo mount Rhodope runs along 
the middle of this country to the weft of the river Hebrus, and I fuppofe extends away 
to the north. 

When I arrived at Scutari, they took my flave from me, as I had not the original 
writing by me to vouch the property of him; but on application I got him afterwards 
releafed. I fent from this place to the gentleman to whom I was recommended at 
Conftantinople, who did me the honour to come over and condufl; me to his houfe, 
where I received all manner of civility during my ftay there, as indeed I did from all 
the gentlemen of the Englifti nation. 

As there have been particular defcriptions given of Conftantinople, it is uimecefliiry 
to fay much of it. The beauties and advantages of its fituarion have been much enlarged 
on, and no account can poffibly give a juft idea of it, as it furpafles every thing that 
can be faid, infonmch that the fine views which it aifords are alone a fafficieiit reconi- 
pence to the traveller who goes to fee it. This city is on a promontory at the entrance 
of the Bofphorus, having the Propontis to the eaft and Couth, and the port antiently 
called Ceras to the north'; I found the fouth-weft fide on the land to be feven thoufand 
feven hundred paces long ; it has on that fide two walls built with fquare tow'ers, and a 
foffe on the outfide of the outer wall, which is twenty paces broad, and faced -with 
ftone on both fides: Gyllius makes the foutb-eaft fide equal to this, and the fide on the 
port a mile lefs, which would make it in all eleven miles in circumference, though 
he computes it to be near thirteen miles; it is from half a mile to a mile and a half 
broad: the ground rifing from the port and from the fea round the end of the pro¬ 
montory, makes the fituarion very beautiful, and it is not difficuit to difcern the feven 
hills on which the city is built; the firft takes up the whole breadth of the promontory, 
on which the grand fignor’s feraglio is built; five more are over the port, divided by 
valleys that defcend from the height, which joins fome of the hills, and goes near 
the whole length of the city, the Adrianople ftreet running all along on the top of it; 
on the fecond hill is the burnt pillar; on the third hill, is the magnificent mofque 
Solimanea; the valley between it and the fourth hill is broad; the aquedufl: of Valen- 
tinian crofted it, of which there remain about forty arches; the eaft end of it is de- 
ftroyed, and the water is now conveyed by channels on die ground; the mofque of 
fultan Mahomet is on the fourth liill, and that offultan Selim on the fifth, the weftern 
walls of the city running along on the top of the fixth hill. Thefe hills rife fo one 
above another from the port, that they all appear from the mouth of the harbour, and 
moft of the houles having a court or garden, in w'^iiich they plant trees for the ftiade 
and the refrefliing verdure, this adds a great beauty to the profpefl:: the feventh hill 
is divided by a vale from the height that joins the three laft hills, which are to the 
north of it; this hill alone is computed to be one third part of the city, and is to the 
fouth of the fourth, fifth, and fixth hills, the others having the bay to the fouth of 
them; and that bay has to the fouth of it the north-eaft point of the feventh liiU and the 
three other hills to the north ; the pillar of Arcadius w^as on the feventh hill. 

Great part of the houfes of Conftantinople are built with wooden frames, moftly 
filled up with unburnt brick j and a great number of houfes are made only of fuch 
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frames covered with boards; they have notwithftanding very good rooms m them • 
and the ftreets are tolerable, with a raifed footway on each fide. The ftreet of Adria- 
nople is broad, and adorned with many public buildings ; to the fouth of it there is 
a vale, wliich is to the north of the feventh hill. The bazeltans or fliops of rich goods 
are fuch as have been defcribed in otlier places ; and many of the Ihops for other trades 
are adorned with pillars, and the ftreets in which they are, covered over in order to 
flielter from the fun and rain. There are alfo feveral large fcanes, where many mer- 
ch^ts live, and moll of thefe have apartments in them, where they fpend the day, and 
retire at night to their families in their hoitfes. The bagnios alfo are to be reckoned 
another part of the magnificence of Conftantinople, fome of them being very finely 
adorned within. The fountains likewife are extremely magnificent, being buildings 
about twenty feet fquare, with pipes of water on every fide; and within at each comer 
there is an apartment, with an iron gate before it, where cups of water are always 
ready for the people to drink, a perfon attending to fill them ; thefe buildings are of 
marble, the fronts are carved with has reliefs of trees and flowers ; and the eves pro- 
jefting fix or feven feet, the fofEt of them is finely adorned with carved works of 
flowers, in alto relievo, gilt with gold in a very good tafte; fo that thefe buildings 
make a very fine appearance. 

It is faid that there are three hundred mofques in Conftantinople; fix of them are 
roy^ mofques, diftinguiliied by their number of minarets from two to fix (others 
having but one); and are called after the name of their founders; I went into four of 
them; fukan Achmed; Solimanea, or the mofque of fultan Soliman; fultan Ma¬ 
homet ; and fultan Selim; they are all built, as moft of the mofques are, vdth a 
court before them, that has a portico round it, which confifts of old pillars of the 
fineft marbles: in that of Solimanea in particular there are four very large pillars of 
red granite between the ftone piers which fupport the dome; and the mofque is built 
in a very good tafte j there is a gallery round below, feparated by pillars from the ifle 
which goes round the part under the dome: there are two porphyry pillars in the 
portico of this mofque, of the fame fize as thofe in faint Sophia; all thefe buildings 
are covered with cupolas, and fome parts only with a quarter of a fphere; the latter 
are moftly built againft the bale of the great cupola, and all is covered with lead ; 
abroad there are fountains to ^valh on each fide of the mofque; and the walls which 
encompafs the great court before the mofque, are built with windows in a good tafte, 
with crofs iron bars in them, bfear thefe mofques there are commonly places to 
prepare, and diftribute provifions to the poor on certain days ; there are allb generally 
near them fliops and a bagnio for the fupport of the mofques. The grand fignor goes 
every Friday to one of thefe royal mofques, taking them commonly one after another, 
by reafon that there is a benefaclion given to tlie mofque be goes to, which I was 
informed, is five hundred dollars: the other two are the Waladea mofque, and fultan 
Bajazet j all of them having in them, and the courts belonging to them, many fine 
pillars, efpecially of verci antique: there alfo is a royal mofque built by Mahomet 
the fecond, to the weft of the city at a place called Joupe, which has its name from 
Joupe a Turkilh faint, to whom the mofque is dedicated: in this mofque the grand 
fignor receives folemn pofleffion of his dominions, by having a fword girded about him 
by the inufti. 1 was curious to fee fuch of the mofques as I could find had formerly 
been churches, and among them particularly faint Sophia; there are in it eight por¬ 
phyry pillars, and as many of verd antique, which, I believe, for their fize, are not tfci 
be exceeded in the world j for the dome being fupported by four large piers; between 
them are four verd antique pillars on each fide, and a femicircle being formed as at 
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each corner by tliefe and foui* more piers, there'are two porphyry pillars in each of them, 
arid it appears plainly that there was a tliird; for there is an arch filled up next to each 
pier, wliich was doubtiefs done in order to ftrengtheri thofe piers, the building having; 
vifibly given way at the fouth-wefl; corner, where the pillars of the gallery hang over 
very much j tw'o of the porphyry pillars in the portico of Solimanea, nugfat be taken 
from this mofque, and probably die other two might be found, if all the mofques and 
the feraglios were examined ; thefe pillars are about two feet and a half in diameter,, 
and of a proportionable height; there are pUlars of verd antique in the galleries over 
them : eight large porphyry pillars in faint Sophia are mentioned as taken out of a 
temple of the fun built by Valerian, and fent by Marfia, a Roman widow, to the 
emperor Juflinian *; fo that if the others were of porphyry, they mull have been 
taken from fome other place. There are two porticos to the church; the inner one 
is wainfcoted with fine marbles; the mofque ftrikes the eye at the firft entrance, the 
dome being very large; but a great beauty is loft, as the iiiofaic is all deftroyed, 
except a very little at the eaft end j fo that all the top is whited ovSr; but the fidea 
are wainfcoted with porphyry, verd antique, and other rare oriental marbles; it is 
hung with a great number of glafs lamps, and the pavement is fpread with the richeft 
carpets, where the fophtis are always ftudying and repeating the alcoran j and the 
doftors preaching and explaining it, in particular parts of the mofque, to their feparate 
auditoriesthe top is covered with lead, and there is a gallery round on the infide 
of the cupola: this mofque makes a much meaner and heavier appearance on the 
outfide than the mofques that are built in imitation of it. On the fouth fide of it 
the grand fignor has erefted a very fmali but neat library, which feemed to be about 
twenty feet wide and thirty long j there are preffes round it, and two in the middle 
for the manufcripts ; the windows open to a court, round which the maufoleums of 
three fultans are finely built of marble; and in one of the windows of the library 
there is afopha for the grand fignior, when he is pleafed to come and hear the law read 
to him in this place. The fineft mofqne next after faint Sophia, which has been a 
church, is on the feventh hill, and near the feven towers; it is called by the Greeks 
Conftantine^ s church, but is the church of a monaftery called Studios, from a citizen- 
of Conftantmople of that name who -built it j there is a very handfome portico to it, 
with four pillars of white marble, which fupport a very rich entablature, there being, 
another of the fame kind within * the nave is divided from the illes by feven verd. 
antique pillars, fix feet two inches in circumference; 1 took particular notice that- 
they are of the compofite order: over thefe there are as many more pillars of the 
lonick order, and probably of the fame materials, but according to the Turkiih tafte 
they are whited over j there appears to have been a gallery on each fide, which is not 
remaining. There is a cittern under a court to the fouth of it, in which there are four 
rows of Corinthian pillars. Another church converted into a mofque, is on the north 
brow of the fourth hill; it was dedicated to the Almighty, has two porticos, and is 
divided mto three parts, the domes being fupported with pillars of red granite; the 
whde is adorned with the figure of the apottles, and of the hiftory of our Saviour in 
molaic work, and the fubjeS of each compartment is defcribed in Greek; the Turks 
have disfigured the faces of all them. On the outfide of this church there is a very 
fine coffin of a^ Angle piece of verd antique of a very extraordinary fize: there are 
wofles cut on it, and probably it is the only one of this fort of marble in the world. 
The magiuncciit church of the apoliles, built by Coiift^ntine the great, was on this 

* See a of Plutarcbai, fccretsry of Juftiiuan, in Godinus. 
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hill, where the raofque of fultan Mahomet is fituated j there are now no remains of it j 
near it were the citterns of Arcadius, where there is at prefent the largeft bagnio in 
Conftantinople j near which I faw the remains of fome very thick walls, probably 
belonging to thofe ciflerns. There is alfo mofque that was an old church on the fifth 
hill, and another at the foot it; but there is nothing remarkable in either of them. ' 
About die feventh hill I faw alfo two other niofques that were churches ; they are not 
mentioned by any authors; and, iflniiftakenot, they are called the church inofques. In 
this part alfo there are great remains of vaults and cillerns; one of them feems to be that 
which was near the church called Mocianus,built by AnailafiusDicorus; the cillerns were 
made by Jufliman : on the lixth hill there is a- church to which they carry mad people, 
and lay them in a portico, thinking it a fovereign remedy to bring them to their 
fenfes ; this I fliould take to be about the fpot of the church of St. John Bapdll in 
that part wdiich was formerly a fuburb, called Hebdomum; it is faid Theodofius 
brought to this place the head of St. John Baptill from a village called Collauin near 
Pantichium in the diftrift of Chalcedon ; for near this place there is a large hollow 
ground liow turned into gardens, which feeras to be the fpot of the cifterns of Bonus, 
mentioned in this part. Another church fpoken of-by thofe who defcribe Conftanti- 
nople. Is the church of the Virgin Mary in Blachernse, at a place where there is now a 
holy water, which is had in great elleem among the Greeks, and there are fome re¬ 
mains of very flrong walls. To the eaft of tliis at the foot of the fifth hlH is a part 
of the city called Phanar, where there is a wall built up the hlU; they have a ftory, 
that it was ereQied in one night during a fiege by candle-light; and that this gave 
name to_ that part of the city. Here the'patriarch of Conftantmople refides, and alfo 
the patriarch of Jerufalem, the place being moftly inhabited by Greeks, anH between 
this place and the fountain before mentioned, there are feveral Greek churches. 
What they call the palace of Conftantine, clofe to which the walls are built on the 
fixth hill, feems to have been only one room with the roof fupported by pillars, 
though now it is divided, and made into two llories; it does^not feera to be of great 
antiquity; and is probably a Genoefe building, as there ai'e coats of arms over 
the windows. . 

There are very few remains of any other antiquities in Conftantinople. Of the 
feveral pillars and obelilks which were in the Hippodrome, there are now only three 
to be feen; one is the obelilk of red granite, thirty-five paces from which is the fer- 
pentine pillar, and forty paces from that an obelilk, which is built of hewn ftone; ail 
thefe have been very particularly defcribed; the obelilk of granite appears to have 
been longer, the figures at bottom being imperfefl: both this and the other obelilks 
had two fteps round them, which do not now appear, as they are continually raifing 
the ground of the Hippodrome, The obelilk which is built of hewn ftone was covered 
with plates of brafs, and the holes to which they were fixed are feen in the ftones; 
part of the ferpentine pillar is broke off j at the grand fignior’s feragfio of Sadafaat, 
there is one made in imitation of it, hut not fo large : that in the Hippodrome-is 
thought to be a very great piece of antiquity, being faid to be the twilled ferpents 
on which there flood a Tripos, fuppofed to be that which Paufanias and the cities of 
Greece confecrated to Apollo at Delphi. What they call the Burnt Pillar is on the 
fecond hill, which though not of one ftone, yet when entire might be efteemed one 
of the fiueft pillars in the world, being Angular in its kind ; it is faid to have been 
brought from Rome by Conft^tine the Great, and that he placed on it that exquifite 
bronze ftatue of Trojan Apollo, which was a reprefentation of hiinfelf; it is called 
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the Burnt Pillar, becaufe the pedeftal and pillar have been much damaged by fire; it 
is erected on a marble pedeftal, about twenty feet high, which is much ruined ; and 
probably there were fome fteps round it j the fliaft feems to have conhfted of ten 
pieces of porphyry, thirty-three French feet in circumference, each ftone being nme 
feet four inches long, excepting a wreath of laurel half a foot deep at the top of 
every one, which had the effect to conceal the joining of the ftones: feven of tl^fe 
ftones now remain, though an exact defcriber of Conftantinople fays there ^were eight; 
three of the Hones, together wdth the ftatue, were thrown down by lightning; if I do 
not miftake, it was in the time of Alexius Comnenus j it was faid to have been of 
the Doric order, and w^hen entire muff have been a moft magnificent lofty pillar; it 
is not well reprefeBted even in its prefent condition by any cuts that I have feen of it; 
there are now twelve tiers of ftone above the feven of porphyry; eleven of them feem 
to be about a foot deep^ and the uppernioft is fomething like a Tufean capital j and 
about two feet deep# There is a Greek infeription on the fourth tier^ which I had not 
an opportunity of copying ; but it is faid to import, that the emperor Emanuel Com¬ 
nenus repaired it, Arius is faid to have died near this pillar, as mentioned by the 
ecclefiaftical hiftorians* Near it is a ciftern, the arches of it are fupported by fixteen 
pillars in length, and fom^teen in breadth, with as many more on them ^ it feems to 
have been a Chriftian w^ork, there being a crofs on fome of them, and thefe letters 
K. N, I faw what is called the pillars of Marcianus, which is mentioned by GyJIius, 
but he feems not to have feen it; he alfo mentions the virgin column, which probably 
is the fame, though he might not know it; for it is now called by the Turks Kifti- 
Tafh [I'he Virgin Stone or Pillar ;] it is a very fine pillar of grey granite of the Corin¬ 
thian order, with a well-proportioned pedeftal which had fteps round it; the ftiaft 
alone feems to be about twenty-five feet high ; and this pillar, efpecially the pedeftal, is 
very ill reprefented by fome travellers ; it is fuppofed that the infeription was made 
in brafs, and they have been able to trace it out by the holes which were made in 
order to fix on the letters, A pillar like this was removed from fome part of the town 
into the garden of the feraglio, which I faw from Pera between the trees. The hifto- 
rical pillar of Arcadius has been very exactly deferibed ; the fhaft of it was taken down 
about thirty years ago, for fome public Turkih building ; fo that the bafe and 
pedeftals only remain; the beJe and the column coniifted of feveral tiers of {ingle 
ftones of the fame breadth as the bafe and column, and were laid one over the other, 
out of which the flairs were cut within; but the pedeftal has two ftones in each tier fo 
nicely joined, that a very curious perfon has affirmed that there was but one in 
each tier. 

The feraglio and public audiences of the grand fignior have been fully deferibed ; 

I faw part of the ceremony of an audience of the grand vizier, and was habited in the 
caftan, but I could not enter into the audience-room to fee the monarch, becaufeihe 
number of perfons permitted to go in with the ambaffador was full: a divan is always held 
before ftich an audience, at which the ambaffador is prefent, and the grand fignior is 
at a lattice window over the feat of the grand vizier, but is not feen, though by fome 
fignal it is known that he is there; and when the bufinefs of the divan, as a court of 
juftice, is done, (which is chiefly reading petitions of poor people, who are brought 
one by one into the prefence of the grand vizier), then ftools are fet before the ' 
vizier, the two cadilifkiets, the treafurer and feal-keeper, who are always prefent; and 
about feven in the morning the dinner was brought on feveral finall plates placed on 
large difhes, and put before them on the ftools, without their moving from the place 
where they did the public bufinefs; the fmall plates were very often changed; the 
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ambaflador eating with the grand vizier, and thofe who go to audience with him, with 
the feahkeeper, and treafurer ; the cadilifl^iers being people of the law, are too holy 
to eat with infidels: after this the grand fignior’s firman is read, which orders that 
the ambal&dor fliould be introduced* The vizier holds the ordinary divans four 
times a week in the grand lignior^s feraglio, and on the other days he has a divan in his 
own houfe. 

Two rivers fall into the bay of Coiiliantinople, about a league to the well of the 
city; the northern river is the antient Lycos \ the fouthern one was called HydrauHs. 
There were many houfes of pleafure and gardens of the great men near the banks of 
thefe rivei^s, and on the rifing ground ^ but in that rebellion which fet the prefent 
grand fignior on the throne, the mob requefled It of him, that they might be per¬ 
mitted to deftroy thofe houfes where the great people fpent their t^e in luxury and 
idlenefs, negieGing the public affairs; and their petition not being refufed, they 
levelled every thing to the ground ; fo that now they have their country houfes along 
the canal in the way to the Black fea* On the northern river the grand fignior has a 
pleafant feraglio called Sadabat; the river is in fuch a manner confined as to make a fine 
canal to it, wliich is about feventeen hundred paces long. 

It is faid, that every day diere are confumed at Conftantinople, Scutari, and the 
adjacent villages, thirty-fix thoufand meafures of wheat; thefe meafures, which are 
called a killo, are fuppofed to be fufficient for a hundred perfons, fo that the number 
of fouls may be computed at three millions fix hundred thoufand j of thefe a hundred 
thoufand are computed to be Jews, and fixty thoufand Chriilums ; though the former 
computafion feems to exceed. They reckon that there are forty thoufand boats, like 
our wherries, which are uncovei‘ed; except thofe of the grand fignior, or grand vizier 
the former being covered with red, and the lattei'with green. 

There have been two Armemaii preffes in Conftantinople for about forty years. The 
vizier Ibrahim Paflia having read an account of the ufefulnefs of printing, perfoaded 
the late fuitan Achmet to permit a prefs to be fet up under the direftion of Ibrahim 
Efendi, an Hungarian renagadoj they printed twelve books, but about four years 
ago it was dropped r but they have lately begun to print in Turkifli the hiftoryof the 
Ottoman Porte for about fixty years palL I happened to fee Conftantinople at a time 
when the Taiks were in good humour, and had no reafon to be difpleafed with the 
Franks, (except that the foldiery would gladly have continued the war againft the 
emperor) ; tliey had juft made a very honourable peace for themfelves with that 
monarcli, and not a very difadvantageous one with the Mufeovites, whom they dreaded 
as a power, fuperior to them ; fo drat I went freely all over. Conftantinople, and was 
fo far from being aflfonted in the leaft, that I rather met with dviUty in every place; 
entered publicly into fiich of the niofques as I, defired to fee, and fometimes even on 
Fridays, juft before the fermon began, and when the women were come into the 
mofques to hear their harangues : this is permitted by fpeaking to the keeper of the 
mofque, and giving him a very fmall gratuity, and at other times fending for him 
when the mofques wereflmt; and indeed tolpe^ juftly of the Turks, they are a very 
tradhrble people when they are well ufed, and when they have no proipeft of getting 
any thing by ill-treament j and what makes them more troublefome and fulpidous in 
places on the fea, is the rough ufage they meet with from the corfairs.. 
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Chap. IL — Of Gdafa^ Fera^ the Aquedu^s^ andfome other places near Confanthiopk. 

GAIjATA is fituated to the north of the port of Conftantinople, it is en£ompa0ed 
with a wall near three miles in circumference, having the water to the fouth and eafl^ 
and is built from the lea up the fides of the hill \ it is very much inhabited by Chriftiaiis, 
and by all the FAiropeans: here they have their warehoufes, cuftom houfe, and all 
European llnps come to this port. The Greeks have three churches in Galata, and 
the Armenians two : the Jefuites^ Dominicans, and Fraocifeans, have each of them a 
convent in tliis place. During the time of the Venetian war a convent under the pro- 
teftion of Venice was feized on, and the church turned into a inofque, and fuch Franks 
as lived near it were ordered to remove, on which all the Engiilh, and fome others, 
removed to Pera, which is on the top of the hill where all the ainbafiadors relide, and 
it is a much finer fituatiom What they call the Quattro S trade are aim oft entirely in¬ 
habited by Franks and other Chriftiaiis. Pera is under the Topjee-bafhaw ofTophana, 
and Galata is governed by a waiwode, Pera and Galata are the thirteenth region, 
which was called Sicena. The Trinitarians, two forts of Francifeans, and the Capu¬ 
chins, have each of them a convent in Pera, The ambaffadors live here in greater 
ftate than in any other parts, becaufe it is the cuftom of the country, and they keep 
open table. The king of the Two Sicilies has lately obtained capitulations for trade, 
as well as the Swedes, and has a minifter here. This place and Galata having been 
much inhabited by Genoefe, who had obtained it of the Greek emperors, there are ftill 
fome of thofe families remaining, many of whom are drogermen to the ambaffadors ; 
of wliich each nation has a certain number; one or two of them do moft of the 
bufinels of the nation \ and the others are employed occafionaliy by the merchants: 
there are alfo Gjovani de Lingue, as they call them, who are young men that have 
finail ialaries, take their turn in waiting at the palace, and attend on ftrangers or others, 
wken there is occafion: the French have twelve of thefe of their own nation, who are 
educated at tlie Capuchin convent at the expence of the king, are fent to different 
confuls abroad, and promoted as they defer^^e. The Mufeovites and Germans alfo 
have fome of their own nation, but are obliged chiefly to make ufe of the natives of 
the place, who know bell how to difehargethe my fterious office of a drogerman. The 
head drogerman of the port is always a Greek, and very often a prince of Moldavia j he 
is fomewhat in the nature of a fecretury of ftate, as well as interpreter, and has a great 
influence in relation to the affldrs of the Europeans, and more particularly when treaties 
of peace are on foot. It is faid the Venetian ambaffador, who is called the Bnilo, has 
an unlimited commiffion from the republic to draw for what fums he pleafes, and 
even that his accounts are not examined. So great an intereft that ftate has to ferve 
with the Porte, 

To the north^of Perais Tophana, on another hill, and nothing can be imagined more 
beautiful than the profpeft of the vale between them: on the brow of the hill, on 
Tophana fide, there is a public building called Galati Serai, (for this upper part of 
the hill is reckoned as a part of Galata or Pera) ; this building is finely fituated round 
a large court; it is d^ftined for the education of the itcheoglans for the fcraglio of the 
grand fignior, arid contains in it about four hundred; they are moftiy orphans or 
children of poor people who cannot educate their families } they are kept under great 
difeipline, never Itir out, nor can they fo much as look out of their-windows, and no 
perfons arc fuffered to go in; they learn to read, write, ride, and draw the bow, and to 
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chant their devotions; the grand ^fignior goes there once in two years, and chufes 
out of them fuch as he pleafes about uventy years old, who are made his itcheoglans : 
moft of them are officers about him like pages, and attend him on horfeback, or in 
the chamber, being Ibmething of the nature of chamberlains, and thefe, according to 
their merit, are often advanced to be paflias, and to the highefl offices, 

Tophana is fo called from the foundery of cannon [Tope], It is governed by the 
Topejee^Bafliaw [the captain of the artillery], as well as Pera ; there are a great number 
of very fine brafs camion on the quay and other places about it; for now they make 
none of iron. One of their fineft fountains is in this place. To the north of it is Fuii- 
duclee, and north of that two or three more places built up the fide of the hills, which 
look like one continued town from Galata. 

To the weft of Galatayon the north fide of the port, is the public arfenal or dock 
called Caflum-pafha, where there are covered buildings to lay up the galleys in winter ^ 
and here is what they call the bagnio for the grand fignior’s capdve Chriftian flaves, 
I faw here eleven large men of war, and was informed that there are commonly about 
twenty, and that they have in other parts twenty more; the largeft, called the Capitana, 
as I was informed, is twelve feet longer than the Royal Sovereign, bemg a hundred 
and eighty fix feet long, and forty-fix feet eight inches brpad; it is twenty-one feet 
deep in the hold, has three decks, befides the quarter-deck, and a fpare deck; the 
fheet anchor weighs ninety-five quintals, and the cable is thirty-two inches in 
circumference; flie carries a hundred and ten guns, and fixteen hundred men. The 
galleys go out every fummer round the iflands to collect the harach or Chriftian poll 
tax; and the captain paflia or high admiral fails with four or five men of war, and 
levies what money he can on the iflands, and other places on the fea, which belong 
to him. 

On the height, to the north-weft of the arfenal, is a down called the Okemeidan 
[the Place of Arrows], \vhere they go to exercife with the bow and arrow ; and there 
are many marble pillars fet up to fhew how far feveral grand figniors have llaot, fome 
of which are at an incredible diftance; it is a height which commands a fine view of 
tile port, and Conftandnople : there is an open Turkilli namafgah, or praying place on 
it, where I was informed they circumcife the Grand Signior^s children; in this place the 
grand fignior reviews the army before he goes out to war. 

Water has been brought to Conftantinople at great expence,, and is very neceiTary in 
this country where they drink it in fucH great quantities, and ufe fo much for wafliing and 
bathing ; and the more care has been taken, becaufe a want of it would certainly caufe 
a rebellion in the city ; for this purpofe they formerly made fo many large cifterns as 
lefervoirs of the water of tlie aquedudl, in cafe it fliould fail; and the great ciftern under 
faint Sophia ferves for that purpofe at this time; the moil antient aqueduft was built by 
the emperors Valens and Valeutinian; this aqueduct is feen in three places ; it conveys 
water to the city at the diltance of ten miles, being brought for the moft part from places 
three or four miles to the fouth*eaft of the village called Belgrade. Thefe three parts of 
the aqueduft are called the crooked aqueduct, the long aqueduG, and the high aqueduct; 
the Jaft is neareft £0 Conftantinople, and receives the water that comes from the other 
two, which are difterent ftreams ; the crooked aquedudl is fo called, becaufe it makes a 
turn before it croffes the valley from one hill to the other ; this aquedufl: is executed in 
a very fine tafte ; it is a rultic work, and confifts of three tiers of fine arches one over 
another. The water firft runs on a wall, and then on twelve arches, for two hundred 
and twenty-one yards ; it then turns and crofies the vale on the three tiers of arches ; in 
the loweft there are four arches, in the middle ten, and there are paffages made through 
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the piers in the length of the aqueduft, by which one pafles to the other fide of the 
valley; in the uppertnofl; tier there are twenty-one arches, the feven or eight fir It 
arch4 on each fide are built on the defcent of the hill, two or three on the folid wall, 
and ten over the middle arches; in the upper ftory alfo, there are arches through 
fifteen of the piers, in order to pafs the whole length of the aqueduft, as it has been ob- 
ferved there are through the piers of the middle arches; the aquedudf being in that 
part about fix hundred and feventy-two feet long, and a hundred and feven feet high: 
it is a very magnificent work, and the water is conveyed to it from a rivulet that paffes 
near Belgrade, and mull be the Hydraulis; the water of this river is flopped in two 
different places by a wall built acrofs, fo as to make two large lakes, and runs in chan¬ 
nels through the wall, which is built to keep them up : thefefeem to be Turkifli works, 
and defigiied asrefervoirs of water in cafe the rivulet fliould dry up in funiraer, that they 
might be fupplied by two fuch great bodies of water to be let out by lower channels which 
are in the wtdl, and may be opened on occafion ; from the laft of thefe the water pafles 
to a deep bafon, into which fome other ftreams are brought, and from that it rims 
partly in the channels made on the fide of the hills, and partly on arches over valleys, 
and hollows in the hills, to the crooked aqueduft already deferibed, from which it 
runs on the fides of the hills into another bafon, and fo does the water of the long 
aquedutT:, and from that bafon it goes in one channel to the high aqueduft. The 
other, called the Long AqueduQ:, feems to be a modern work, and, I fuppofe, was 
built by Soliman the magnificent, who is faid to have repaired the other aquedufts; 
and if it was, it is a work truly worthy of him; and I faw on it a fhort Turkilh inferip- 
tion : it was built as a further fupply of water to be conveyed by the high aqueduQ;; 
it is two thoufand two hundred and twenty-nine feet long, eighty-five feet and a half 
high, and the wall is twelve feet thick ; it confifts of two ftories of arches one over 
another ; in the lower ftory there are forty-feven arches, and fifty in the upper; at 
the firfl defcent, at each end of the hills, the water runs on a long wall: other ftreams 
are brought to this water by the fide of the fouthern hill, which palfes likewife on a fmall 
number of arches over the valleys that are in the way. The water of this aquediift, as 
obferved, communicates with the crooked aquedutt, and both run to the high aqueduft, 
wliich is a vaft maflive ruftic building, by which the water is conveyed over a valley ; 
it is above eight hundred and forty feet long, and one hundred and twelve feet high ; 
it confifts of four large arches, as many over them, and three ftories of fmall ones 
between them, there being nine arches in the upper and lower ftories, and fix in the 
middle one. This irregularity, contrary to the manner of the antients, and the 
arches not being true, gives this aqueduft a very Gothic appearance, though it is a 
work of great expence and magrtificenc^;, for the walls are fifteen feet thick; and the 
great arches are above fifty feet wide, Afcending by the hill to one of the fmall 
arches, there is an arched paflage from it through the wall, confifting of forty-four 
fteps, which leads up to the great arches above, where there is a paflage through the 
piers, as in the crooked aquedufl, and a defcent likewife by flairs at the other end i 
from this aquedufl; the water runs along the fide of the hills, in channels covered in 
with ftone, there being arches built only in two or three places. This water formerly 
run on thofe arches in the third valley between the third and fourth hill: but the eaft 
part of that aqueduS being deftroyed, the water is conveyed in channels on the ground 
to the feveral parts of the city. About ten years ago a new aquediidt was built to 
fupply Pera, Galata, and the neighbouring villages; the water comes from Bauchicui, 
between Belgrade and Boiyuederry, and runs acrofs a valley there on an aquedufl 
which confifts of a great number of arches that are very well built; from this valley it 
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funs round the hills, and fometimes under ground, and crofllng a low ground It 
fifes in fuch fquare pillars as have been before defcribed, in order to keep the water 
to its height; as it pafles, part of it is conveyed to the villages on the weft iide of the 
canal of the Thracian Bofphorus, and coming near Pera, it rifes in the fame fort oi 
pillars, and runs into a refervoir, confifting of many little cells made to contain the water, 
and is conveyed from them to the feveral parts of Pera and Galata. 

The point of Galata oppofite to the feraglio was called Cape Metopon, Belhicktaili 
IS faid to have been formerly called Jafon, from his touching there ^ at that place there 
was a grove of cyprefs trees, and a temple of Apollo. At Ortacui there was a port 
called Clidium: and lower there was a port in which the veffels of the Rhodians ufed to 
lie, which, I fuppofe, is the place where fhips now ride at anchor near Befliicktafii, 
when they are ready to fail, becaufe it is difficult to go out of the port with a ftrong 
north wind. The cape at Cruchielind was in the middle ages called Afoinaton. The bay 
W'hich had the name of Scalre was at Arnautcui J below it is the cape of Efties; furtlier 
there is a large bay, on which Baftefu is lituated: the cape on which the caftle ftauds, 
and where the bridge is fuppofed to have been, was called Cape Mercury. The beft 
port of the Bofphorus was at the river Ornoufdera, it is called Sarantacopa, and by 
Gionyfius Byzantinus, Leoftenion. Under Thrapia is the rock Catargo: here is a 
fmall river, and the port Pharmaias, which is faid to be fo called, becaufe Medea touching 
at this place opened her box of drugs there. The bay of Boiyucdery was called Sinus 
Saronicus from an altar there to Saron of Megara; the point of this bay to the north 
was called Amiltdn and Tripition by the Greeks. The convent of Mavro Molo higher 
up was deftroyed, beCaufe it was a place of debauchery for failors and other inferior 
people. As to the Cyanean rock on the Europe fide; at the foot of it there is a 
white marble pillar broken into three or four pieces, and a Corinthian capital near it; 
the lhaft is two feet in diameter ; above on the rock is what has been thought by fome 
to have been its pedeftal; it is about three feet in diameter, and has round it four 
feftoons joined by bulls heads : there are many names on it, which feem to have been 
cut by people that came there. The name of Auguftus, mentioned by forae authors, 
I fuppofe, is SEBASTVS, which is cut on the ftone in Roman characters, much better 
than the other, and very near to the bafe of the pedeftal; this is more juftly thought 
to be an altar to Apollo, which the Romans placed on this rock; though from the 
holes for irons both above and below, it feems as if fome other ftones were fixed to 
it, which would rather incline one to conclude that it was the pedeftal of a pillar. 
On the continent near this ifland is the light houfe of Europe, wliich is a high tower. 
Going along the coaft of the Euxine fea in Thrace towards the weft, the^ ftrft place 
mentioned is Phinopolis, which feems to be the court of Phineus, from w'hich the Ar¬ 
gonauts went (after they had been ftopped by contrary winds) to die ACa fide, and 
facrificed to the twelve gods; it is poffible this place put in the Tables was on the welt 
fide of that broad cape, which is about two leagues to the weft of the cape at the 
entrance of the Bofpi;orus, where I faw a fquare tower on the height with fome antient 
ftones in it. I obferved here in the fea clifts a layer of earth about three feet thick, 
which appears like planks of timber burnt to a coal. About eighteen miles to the 
Weft of this tower was Philea, or Phrygia on the Palus Phileatina; this place is about 
the fame diftance alfo from Belgrade; what is called the lake is a fort of gulph that 
winds into the land, and there are fome rivulets that run into it; as well as 1 could 
learn there is a bank of fand before the mouth of it, which is covered with water in 
winter, and when the wind blows ftrong from die north; there is now a fmall port on 
the outfide of it. The town was on a peninfula at the eaft end of the gulph, on very 
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high ground to the weft and north, having a gentle defcent to the fouth: on the caft 
fide it was defended with a wall, a great part of which is ftill remaining, and is called 
by the Turks Dourkous, town and l:^e j if there had been a good entrance for fiiipping, 
this town, w'hich is not a mile in circumference, would have been very finely fituated 
for trade. HalmedylTus or Salmedyfius is faid to have been forty miles further j they 
informed me of a port twenty miles off, which, if I niiftake not, is called Aiade; it is 
well frequented, and probably is the antient Halmedyfl'us, though there feems to be a 
miftake in the diftance. I was informed that there are foine ruins there, efpecially of 
the wall that was built by the emperor Anaftafius acrofs the neck of the peninfula to 
Selivrfi, the old Selymbria. I was informed that this place is about thirty-fix miles 
from Selivr^, and as far from Conftantinople. All the country this way is a very rich 
foil, and abounds with w'ood ; and the A'illage of Belgrade is fituated in a wood ; the 
Englilii, Swedifti, and Dutch Ambaffadors refide there in fummer, where they have 
cool lliady walks in the woods by the two large bafons of water which are to fupply tlie 
aquedudl. 

Chap. III. — Of Selivree^ and Adrlamph. 

I SET out with the caravan from Conftantinople for Adrianople, on the feventh of 
July In the afternoon; the road is to the fouth weft, through an open fertile coun¬ 
try, which is uneven as far 'as Selivree : it is to be obferved that the prefent road to 
Adrianople goes out at the Selivree gate; and that the Adrianople gate is at a confider- 
able diftance from it to the weft; through which, doubtlefs, the antient road to Adria¬ 
nople went, though it is now difufed, probably becaufe it is a more uneven country. 
Near a league from Conftantinople, to the left of the road, there it a large building 
called Bayreut-Han ^The Powder Houfe^, where all the powder is made for the ufe of 
Conftantinople, and the places on the Black Sea % and the fliips take it in there. Five 
miles from Conftantinople there is a fmall town called [The Little Bridge^, from a 
bridge there near the fea, over the outlet of a lake ; as well as I could learn, the lake 
receives a fmall river into it, which probably is the Bathenius of Ptolemy. We ftopped 
here for about two hours, and then travelled almoft three hours till midnight, and lay 
in a meadow near the road. On the eighth we went feven miles to a town called 
The Great Bridge, where there is a large bridge over the mouth of another lake, into 
which probably the river Athyra of Ptolemy falls. Ten miles further is a village on 
(he fea called Camourgat; and near a league beyond it there is a fmall town called 
Pevadofe, fituateft on a rocky eminence over the fea. Twelve miles beyond this 
we arrived at Selivree, the Selymbria of Ptolemy, fituated very near the fea to the weft 
of the old city, the walls of which are entire, and ftand on a fmall eminence; the old 
and new town' together are about a mile in circumference ; it is probable that the wail 
formerly mentioned went acrofs from the old town to the Black Sea. The Greeks- 
and Armenians have each an old church adorned with Mofaic of the middle ages; 
about one of them I law a relief of a man, with a pole or Ipear in one hand, and in 
the other a long ftiield that refted on the ground. The old town is thinly inhabited 'j 
the prefent city, which is a poor place, is tb tlie weft of it, and is chiefly fubfifted by 
being a great thoroughfare/ I palled the day at Selivree in the kane, and in feeing the 
antiquities, and fet forward in the evening ; going out of the town we faw a party of 
Tartars with their bows Hung about their bodies. From Selivree the remainder of the 
tray to Adrianople was near weft, and. in ten miles we came to a finall town called 
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Keliclee which might be Melantlas of the Itinerarj", faid to be at the river Athyras * : 
we lay in the fields about a mile further, and on the ninth travelled five miles to 
Chourley, which feems to be Izhrallon of the Itinerary, which is mentioned as eighteen 
miles from Heraclea in the way to Adrianople : both the Greeks and Armenians have 
a church here, and I faw an iiifcription in the Armenian church-yard, which make^ 
mention of a Perinthian, and probably this place was in the diftrift of Perintlms, called 
afterwards Heraclea, and at prefent Heraclee. I faw aUb about the town feveral marble 
covers of coffins, and ruins of a wall built with brick and Hone, which feem to be 
the remains of an antient enclofure. The fituatioii of Chourley is very beautiful, on a 
rifing ground, commanding a view as far as the fea, and is computed to be] five 
hours from Heraclee, and four from Rodofto ; w^e ftaid here till the evening, and 
went about two hours further, and lay in the fields near a village called Bolavanaa ; 
on the tenth we went about two hours to a town called Borgas, which from the 
name, as well as fituation, feems to be the antient Bergulas : we travelled in the even¬ 
ing eight miles further to Baba, where there is a beautiful large Turkifh bridge over z 
fmali river, a fine niofque, and an old church entire, built of brick; this may be Bur- 
tudizum. We went eight miles further, and lay in the open air; on the eleventh we 
travelled four miles to Hapfa, wdiich is. eight from Adrianople, and^ feems to be 
Oftudizunn 

Adrianople was firfl called Oreftes, and had its prefent name from the improvements 
made in k by the emperor Adrian j the Turks call it Edrineh ; the town is fituated on 
a rifiiig ground, and on the plain at the foot of it: the antient city feems to have been 
on the plain, where great pare of the walls remain, though they feem to be of the 
middle ages, and there are many infcriptions which make mention of the later Greek 
emperors who repaired them. The river Meritcheh,.which below is the antient Heber, 
runs to the fouth of the town, and is Joined by two other rivers a little lower, one of’ 
which, called the Ai’dah, is navigable from Philopopoii by floats, and miift be the Heber 
above the conflux ; the other is called the Tounfah. The Meritcheh is a fine river when 
it is joined by the other two, and is navigable down to Enos, a town at the mouth of 
the river wdiich retains its old name ; but as there are fome fhallows in the river, they 
do not navigate it in the fummer months. Adrianople is very delightfully fituated, in a 
beautiful plain, watered by three rivers : the fhops which are w^ell built and fumilhed, 
and the kanes are within the city walls, but molt of the people live on the height 
over the old city, which is a more advantageous fituation, where moil of the lloiifes 
have their gardens, and enjoy a very fine profpeft : they have two or three beautiful 
mofques on the outfide of the city ; the largeft may vie with thebeft in Conflantinople, 
and is built in a good, tafte. There are two mofques in the city which vrere churches 5 
and there are two large verd antique pillars in the portico of one of them. This is one 
of the four royal cities in which the grand figniors have made their refidence; the 
feragUo is to the weft of the town, and of the river Meritcheli, wffiich runs both on 
‘ the w^eft and fouth fides of the city ; it is built on a fine plain fpot, and there ris 
large meadow tov/ards the river planted with trees ; befides the principal building for 
the grand fignior, which did not feem to be large, there are many little houfes in the 

* port at tlie mouth of the river Athyras was called Navale Melantiacum- This place ws m 
the road to Conflantmople from Heraclea, and was twenty-nine miles from the former, probably by a 
ihort way acrofs the country ; it and Heraclea was Coertophrurion, which is faid to he between ■ 

Selymbria and the river Athyras ; but as Her ad ea is but fourteen miles from SeliVree, the diilances of 
thofe two places from Hcradea is much too great. Cocnoplirurbu ought to he corrected to fourtecL^, 
and Melantiada to tiurtecn- 
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■gardens for the ladies, and in other ^arts for the great officers ; and as they are low, 
it has the appearance of a Carthufiaii cfoyfter. Nobody is permitted to enter this 
feragUo without a particular order from Conftandnople. The Boftangee-bafhaw refides 
ia one part of it, to whom mofl of the country belongs as far as Philopopoli, and a 
great territory round about it, of which he is the governor; and he is not fubject 
to the Boftangee-balliav/ at Conftaiitinople. On the hill to the wed of the feraglio 
there is a large fummer-houfe which belongs to the grand fignior, from which tltere is 
a fine profpeft ol the city, and all the country rounds 

The city is governed by the j;mitzer aga; it is a place of great trade, fupplying 
all the country with goods brought by land from Coixftantinople, and from Smyrna, 
and other parLS by fea, and up the river ; they have a great plenty of all forts of 
provifions ; they alfo make filk, which is chiefly ufed for their own manufa&ures. 
The wine of this place, which is moflly red, is very ftroog and welLflavoured, and 
they have all forts of fruits in great perfeftion : the Greeks have an archbifhop here. 
There is a village called Demerlata, about a league to the fquth-wefb of the town, 
where Charles the twelfth, king of Sweden, refided fonie years, till he was removed 
to Demotica, as it is imagined, by tiie inftigation of his enemies, who, it is faid, thought 
that this place was too near the great road. The French have two or three houfes 
Iiere, and a conful: the Englifb alfo have a perfon with confular power to a£l for 
them, though they have little bufinefs; but formerly when there was war wth the 
emperor they had their fadors here, and fold a confiderable quantity of cloth, tin, 
and lead. When I was at Adrianople I faw the entrance of an ambaffador extraor¬ 
dinary from the emperor, on the conclufion of the peace. 

Chap, IV. — Of Demotica^ Rodajio^ arid GalUpolL 

WE left Adrianople on the feventeeth, travelled fouthwards, and paffed through a 
village called Ahercui, w^here there is a large kane for the grand fignior’s camels, 
which are bred in that country: we w^ent in between the Mils, and arrived at De- 
motica on a fmall river called KefeldeleTu, which falls into the Meritcheh about a 
mile to the iioith-eafl:; it is near twelve miles from Adrianople: the prefent town 
is chiefly on the north and eaft fide of the hill, where the an dent town was likewife 
fituated, which is fuppofed to be Dyme; there are remains of the walls of a caftle, 
and of feveral artificial grottos : the Chriflians live on the eaft fide of the hill, and 
have two churches. Chai'les the twelfth, of Sweden, lived at this place for fome 
time: I was informed that he commonly rode out every afternoon, and that fome few 
of his followers, who were given to gallantry, were obliged to be very fecret in thofe 
affairs, the king having been always very remarkable for the flrifteft chaftity; drog- 
germen and people of great confidemdon often came to him, I Ihould conjeflure that 
Plotinopolis was higher up the river on which Demotica ftands, as Trajmopolis was 
twenty-two miles from it in the way to the city" of Heraclea, The hills that run along 
from the fouth-weft to the north-eaft near Adrianople feem to be mount Rhodope. 
Between Adrianople and Plotinopolis, there was a place called Nicaea, where it is faid 
the Allans drew up a confeflion of faith in order to inipofe on the world, die place 
being of the fame name as the city where the famous council was held. On the 
eighteenth we went a mile to the north-eaft to the river Meritcheh, which is here 
very rapid; we crolfed it on a flat bottomed boat, and travelled feven miles near eaft 
through a very fine country to Ouzoun-Kupri [The Long BridgeJ, a town fo called 
from a bridge built acrofs the plain, and over the fmall river Erganeh to the weft 
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of the town, which overflows the plain in winter, being near half a niile long, and con- 
lifts of a hundred and feventy arches j it is built of hewn ftone, &nd is a very great 
work. If Dyme was between Plotinopolis and Trajanopolis, this would be the inofl 
likely place for the latter ; at prefcnt it is only a fmall town, having very few Chriftians- 
in it, and no church. We went lixteen miles further to the eaft to another fmall town 
called Jeribol, which feems to be a corruption from Hisrapolis j this poilibly might be 
Apris, where die roads from Trajanople to Heraclea and Gallipoli feein to have 
parted; we lay at this place, and on the nineteenth went eight hours to Rodofto. The 
whole country of Thrace I palled through from Conftantinople is an exceeding rich 
foil, which produces in the downs the greateft plenty of herbage I ever faw in places 
entirely unimproved, and a great quantify of excellent corn, and alfo fome flax; 
the country is moftly uneven, and has very little wood in it j fo that the an- 
tients, who fay Thrace is a barren country, except near the fea, were very much 
millaken. Rodofto is the old Bifauthe, afterwards called Rhedeltus, and in the 
Itinerary Refifton; it is fituated in a very large bay on the fea, and up the fide 
of the hills, tlie town being near a mile in length j it is chiefly inhabited by 
Turks, though there are feveral Greek and Armenian families in the town; the 
latter have one church and the Greeks five, and their archbilhop of Heraclea has 
a houfe here; they make exceeding good wine, and it is a place of great export 
of corn for Conftantinople. The late princes Ragotlki refided in this town, in a palace 
where feveral of then adherents now live, and receive their penfioiis from the porte. 
To the nortli-eaft is Heraclea the old Perinthus, about the point that makes this great 
bay to the north. When I arrived at this place I paid off my janizary, and the next 
day he came and faid he was not fatisfied, that he expefled to have been longer with 
me, and if I would not give him more he would oblige the conful at Adrianople to pay 
him, and at lall threatened me with the mequime or court of juftice; but as he could 
not intimidate me, I heard no more of him j and on the twentieth embarked for 
Gallipoli, where I arrived on the twenty-firft. This is the antient Calli'polis, finely 
fituated at the northern entrance of the Hellelpont on riling grounds, and on the 
Ibuth lids of them, fo that it makes no appearance coming to it from the 
north. Lamplkcus is on the other fide in Alia, about a league further to the 
foath; a village called Shardack, being direftly oppofitc to Gallipoli; this city, 
though it is three miles in circumference, is but a poor place, and has very little 
trade. '1 he upper parts of the town, where the piople chiefly live, are plealant, and 
the houfes have gardens to them ; the fliops arc in the lower part of the town. There 
is a little rivulet to the weft of the city, and to the fouth a fmall enclofed port, and 
a fine bafon within the walls which is not now ufed ; the old ruined caftle is above 
it to the north. To the eaft of the port there are about twenty ruined houfes, which 
were built along the Ihore for the reception of gallies, probably "during the rime of the 
Greek emperors. Near a fmall bay to the north of the city, and on the Propontis, 
there is a fine powder houfe, where all the Ihips of the grand fignior take in their 
powder that go out into the Mediterranean. There are about three hundred Greek 
families here, they have two churches, at one of which the archbilliop of tleraclea has 
a houfe, in which his fuffragan bilhop refides; there are fome families of Jews here» 
As paffengers often Hop at this port in their way between Smyrna and Conftantinople, 
and other parts, fo the plague is frequently brought to this city. About two leagues 
to the north of Gallipoli is the narro weft part or neck of this peninfula, which com¬ 
puted to be about five miles broad ; there were three towns on it, one to the weft called 
Cardia on the bay Melanis, which makes the peninfula; one in the middle called 
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I^yfimacliia, which is thought to be a large village on the height called Boulalyere; 

it was built by Lyiitnachusj who dellroyed Carcha, and was afterwards deitioliflued by 
the Thracians, and rebuilt by Andochus : the third town was Paftye to the eaftj which 
might be dthei' in a /hallow bay rather to the foiith-eaft and by eailof Boulaiyere, or 
on a little bay, fomething more to the north than that Tillage, where a fmall rivulet 
falls into the fea* There was a wall acrofs this neck of land, and a town near it, 
which on this account was called in the Greek language Macrontychon [the Long 
WailJ, Going to the fouth, -a little north of the narrow paflage, where, I foppofe^ 
Seftus and Abydus were fimated, there is a ruin of an old caftle or town on the 
height,, about half a mile from the fea; it is called Acba/li, and is the abode of a 
dei-vi/lie; tins probably was where the Athenians loft their liberty, being 

defeated by the Lacedaemonians, and that the rather, becaufe by the belt information 
that I could get, there is a rivulet there as there was at iEgos, which went by the fame 
name, and was to the foutli of the fuppofed Seftus, w^hich I imagine was not where the 
caflle now is, for reafons I have already mentioned ; thei'e is a deep bay here, at the 
bottom of which is a large village called Maydos ; this probably is the port Ccelus 
[KofA#?^, wdiicli might have its name from the great hollow or bay ; and it is deC- 
cribed as fouth of Seftus. At this port the Athenians beat the Lacedaemonians by fea, 
and ei'ected a trophy at Cynoflhma, or the tomb of Hecuba, which I fuppofe to have 
been the prefent European caftle, commonly thought to be Seftus, being a high point 
of land to "the fouth of that port, and fo very proper for the ereftion of a trophy, on 
account of a victory gained in that harbour. Cynofema alfo is mentioned as oppofite 
to the river Rodius, which feems to be tlie river at the caftle over againft it on the 
Afia fide. Alopeconefus was at the weftern cape of the fouth end of the peninfula; 
the eaftern cape was called Maftufia, where the outer caftle of Europe is iituated, in 
which a pafha always refidest To the north of it is a little bay, and a fine fpot of 
ground, which probably was the fite of Eleus; the tower or fepulchre of Protefilaus is 
mentioned near it, as well as a fmall temple to him. 

Chap. V* — Of Mamt jit/josM 

WE embarked at I^emnos, and landed at Monte Santo, as it is called by the 
Europeans, on the dghth of September i it is the antient mount Athos in Macedonia, 
now called both by Greeks and Turks, Haion Horos [The Holy Mountain j by reafon 
that there are fo many convents on it j to which the whole mountain belongs ^ it is 
a promontory which extends almoft direftly from north to foutfi, being joined to 
the continent by a neck of land about a mile wide, through which fome hiftorlans 
fay Xerxes cut a channel, in order to carry his army a fliort way by water, from one 
bay to the other; w^hich feems very improbable; nor dill I fee any frgn of fuch a * 
work : the bay of Contefla to the north of this neck of land was called by the antients 
Strynionicus; to the fouth is the bay of Monte Santo, aniiently called Singiticus, 
and by the Greeks at this day Amouliane, from an iJland of that name at the bottom 
of it, between which and the gulph of Salonica is the buy of Haia-Mamma, called by 
the antients roronisus. The northern cape of this promontory is called cape Laura, 
and is the promontory Nymphseum of the antients ; and the cape of Monte Santo 
feems to be the promontory Acrathos: over the former is the higheft fummit of mount 
Athos ; all the other parts of it, though hilly, being low in comparifon of it j it is a 
ve^ fteep rocky height covered with pine trees; if wc fuppofe the perpendicular 
?ieighl of it to be four miles from the fea, though I think it cannot be fo much, it 

may 
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may be eafily computed if its fhadow could reach to Ijeninos^ is^'hlch they fay^ is eighty 
miles diftant, though I believe it is not above twenty leagues. 

There are on Monte Santo twenty convents, ten on the north fide, and ten on the 
fouth, mofl of them near the fea, there being only two on the eaft fide, and three 
on the weft, that are above a mile from the water, the cape itfelf not being above 
two leagues wide. Many of thefe convents are very poor ; foine indeed have 
eltates abroad, and mofl of them fend out priefts to colleft charity, and the perfort 
who returns with the greatefl fuin of money is commonly made goumenos or abbot, 
till another brings in a greater* They pay a certain price for their lands, and a boftangi 
refides in their town to receive it, and to protefl them againft injuries ; every convent 
alfo pays a poll tax for a certain number* It is thought that they are obliged to give 
lodging and provifions to all comers j but where perfons are able they always expeft 
charity j no female animal, except thofe that are wild, is permitted on this mount. 
Their manner of living is much the fame as that of mount Sinai j they never eat 
meat* The priefts and waiters, when in their refeftory, wear the hood on their heads, 
and a long black cloak; and a perfon from a pulpit reads fome book in the vulgar 
Greek all the time they eat. In eveiy convent they have many chapels adjoining to 
their rooms, probably fitted up by particular perfons, out of their devotion to fome 
faint; there are alfo houfes with chapels to them all over the lands of the convents; 
which they call Kellia, and might formerly be the cells of hermits, but are now in¬ 
habited only by a caloyer or two, who take care of the gardens or vineyards adjoining; 
thofe houfes which are on their eflates at a diflance from the convents they call 
Metokia. Befides their lay caloyers, tUey have alfo hired fervants to labour, called 
Men of the world They have no manner of learning among them, nor 

do they fo much as teach the antient Greek, though I was informed they id ; fo that 
the priefts lead very idle unprofitable lives: and confidering them in a political view, 
any one would think that two or three thoufand perfons would be much better em¬ 
ployed in the world in propagating the Chriftian race in a country where the number is 
daily diminifhing; fo that in this refpeft it is the policy of the Turks to encourage this 
life. Some of their convents have been founded by princes of Bulgaria, Servia, and 
Walachia, and are filled withjpeople of thofe countries; and thefe priefts are fo extremely 
ignorant, that they can neither talk nor read the vulgar Greek* The convents are 
built round a court with a church in the middle; four of them on the eaft fide 
are the largeft and richell, and of them Laura is the chief, and has the greateft 
intereft and command over the reft, and the monks of it are efteemed the moft: 
polifhedj as well as the mofl politic; Iveron^ and Vatopede are the moft beautiful 
both ill their building and fituation on the water; the fourth is Calandari: four 
or five convents on the weft fide are very curioully fituated, being built on high rocks 
over the water. 

When I landed I went firft to the convent of Laura, where Neoph)l;us, archbifhop 
of Naupaflus and Larca-refided; he had refigned his archbilhopric above twenty 
years. I was conduced to their refeftory to fee them dine, and to the archbilliop^s 
apartment, at whofe table I always eat. The marble font in the church feaiied to be 
an antient vafe. On the ninth, I went to vifit the monafteries on the north fide of 
the hill, and in four hours came to the poor convent of Caracallo, where we took Ibme 
refrelhment, and in an hour more came to the convent Philotheo, which I viewed, and 
went on to the monaftery of Iverone, which is delightfully fituated on a fiat fpot near 
the fea in the middle of beautiful meadows ; it is a large convent, where I was very civilly 
entertained, prefled much to ftay, and faw an old bifhop of Lemnos, who had refigned, 
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and an archimandrite of Mufcovy, who had travelled^^ that country,. I then went by 
water an hour to the north to the poor convent Stravro Niketa, where I was very civilly 
entertained by the archblihop of Philippi and Drame, who bad refigned ; he con- 
dufled me to the orangery, and prefented me with a bough loaded witli lemons. 
Aged prelates often refign their bifliopricks, and come to thefe convents, in order to 
end their days in a quiet retirement. I went by water an hour further , to the 
convent Pantocratori, where I lay j the abbot had travelled in Spain, Italy, and Ger¬ 
many, and talked Italian» I'hls convent was founded by John prince of Wallachia, 
who with fome of his family are buried in it. ^ I here faw a hermit at fome diftance in 
a wood ; he lived in a hut almofl inacceffible, by reafon of the briars ; they faid, he 
was a hundred years old, and had lived there forty years ; he had no chapel, not being 
obliged either to attend Ae facrament, or to adminifter it, or perform any offices of the 
church ; he had nothing on but a coarfe coat and trowfers, TOthoiit a On the 

tenth, we rowed to the Targe convent of Vatopede, where I received great civilities ; 
and they feiit to my boat prefents of fruit and other things, We went two hours to 
the north to the convent of faint Simenus, built by Pelifena daughter of Arcadius. 
We here mounted on mules, and went half an hour through pleafant fields to Kilm- 
dari convent, which is one of the four great ones, and was founded for Servians, by 
Stephen king of Servia ^ the monks feemed to be very ignorant, and I was tut very 
indifferently accommodated. On the eleventh, we w^ent two hours up the hills to the 
fouth to the convent Zographo tliey fay, it was founded by a nephew of Juilinian 
for Bulgarians : it is two miles both from the convents Caftamoneto and Dokiario ; we 
went to the feaon the fouth fide of the cape, and arrived at Dokiario convent; we 
afterwards failed a mile to the poor convent of St George Zenopho ; and tailed a fait 
water in the way, which is foft and purges; we then went by water to Simopetra con¬ 
vent, and afterwards to St. Gregorio and St. John Dionyfius, where we lay. On the 
twelfth, we w^ent by water to the monaftery of St. Paul, from which we rid two miles 
round the hills over the fea to the hermitages of St. Arnie, near the moft fouthern 
extremity of the cape; they confift of about forty houfes, inhabited by near a hun¬ 
dred hermits : they are fituated in a femicircular hollow of the hill; diere are fome 
hermits alfo near the convent of faint John Dionyftus, and near Simopetra: two or three 
hermits live in each of the houfes. Some of them who retire in this mamier have 
little fortunes of their own, and live on their gardens, and what bread or corn they 
can either get from the convents, or pur chafe; and when I was there, they were bufy 
in gathering and drying their figs, raifms, and nuts; they make alfo a fmall quantity 
of \vine and brandy for their own ufe; fome of them work and make wooden fpoons,, 
or carve images of devotions. On Sundays and holidays they go to the church of 
St. Ariiie, which is common to them all, where they fhew the hand of that faint; this 
place is four miles from Laura, and from the higheft fummit of the hill. We returned 
to faint Paufs, ^ and went by water to Simopetra, which is the mofl curious of all the 
convents, as to its fituadon ; it is built on a rock which rifes up out of the fide of the 
hill towards the top of it, the whole hill being covered with trees; an aqueduft adds 
greatly to the beauty of the profpefl:, which confifts of three ftories of arches; it 
conveys the water to the convent from the neighbouring height. On the thirteenth, 
we went to the convent of Zeropotaino, where, in the front of the church, there is a 
curious old relM of faint Demetrius in verd antique; and in the walls of the con¬ 
vent I law two antient lieads. We went a mile and a half to the poor convent of 
Rufikon, which is to the eaft olVZenopho; we went an hour further to a large con¬ 
vent not half a mile from Cares^ which is the only town on Monte Santo, and is 
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about the middle of It, fituated towards the top of the hdght on the north fide,' and 
is the mod pleafant part of all the mountain. The land of this place belongs to fe- 
veral convents, and moll of them have houfes and gardens here. The town is inha¬ 
bited by caloyers, who have their fhops, and fell fuch things as there is a demand 
for ; the only arrifts they have are thofe that make cutlery ware and beads, and carve 
reliefs very curioully in wood, either on croffes or in hiftory pieces; and here they 
have a market every Saturday, when the people at the diftance ot three or four days 
journey bring in corn, and other provifions; all they fend out from the ir mountain 
being thofe trinkets they make, and walnuts^ cliefnutSj common nuts, and fome black 
cattle which they buy, and fell when they are fit for the market; they are aifo flip- 
plied in part from abroad with wine; the cold, as it happened this year, very often 
deftroying their grapes. Many houfes and gardens in Cares are purchafed of the 
convents by two or three caloyers for their lives, who cultivate their gardens, make 
thofe images, and lead very agreeable independent lives. 

Moll of the monks on this mountain are what they call Stavrophori, from a crofs 
they wear under their caps worked on a piece of cloth, which is called Stavronieils, 
to which alfo they tie a very fmall crofs made of %vood; thefe have taken the vow on 
them, and then they can never eat meat, nor leave this life; whereas in other convents 
there are very few of them. As to thofe of the highefl ftate in tlie monafdc life, called 
by them the Monks of the Megalolkema, I believe there are very few of them, though 
I was told fome old men in their infirmaries, v/ho were pall the world, had taken this 
vow on them, which is an entire renunciadon of the w^orld, of property, and of all 
office, and employ, and an obligation to greater internal exercifes of devotion ; the 
hermit I faw in the wood, if I do not miftake, was of tliis fort. 

Chap- VL — Of Tbeffalonka^ und the places in the way to it, 

FROM this country of men, into which none of the fair fex are permitted to enter, 
we fet forward by hind to Salonica on the fourteenth, with a little caravan, and went 
northwards to the gulph of ContelTa, our journey afterwards being moftly to the weft. 
We came to the ifthmus, or neck of land, by which this land is joined to the country 
to the weft ; the whole length of Monte Santo being about thirty miles; at the north- 
eaft extremity of it there is a fmall cape which extends into the gulph to the north, and, 
I fuppofe, is the promontory Acrathos. On the north fide of the bay they Ihewed me 
a port called Efborus, which may be ContelTa of the maps, and pofEbly the antient 
port of Amphipolis ; the point to the north, which makes this bay, is not brought 
out far enough to the eaft in the common maps, for it appears to me that there was 
another bay to the north of this ; the whole, according to the fea-charts, being the bay of 
Contefla- At the weft end of this bay I was fhewn another port called Erifo, where, they 
fay, tliere are mins of an old city called Paliocaftro, which might be Acanthus, to 
which Xerxes led his array: to the north of this was Stagira, where Ariftotle was 
born. The river Strymon, which was the bounds of Macedonia to the north, fell into 
the fea at this gulph ; it Is made lo have two mouths, one of wliich might fall into this 
fouth part of the gulph, the other into the^north part. To the north-eaft of the Stry¬ 
mon was the country called Macedonia AdjeOa, inhabited by the Edones ; it extended 
to tlie N^ftus, and was a part of Thrace conquered by king Philip, and added to Ma- 
cedonja- To the fouth of that country I faw Thaftiis, a large ifiand, with four or 
five villages on it, being famous among the aiitients for excellent white marble, and 
for its mines of gold^ I was well informed that in one. part of the ifland are many 
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graves and coffins cut out of the rock; it is forty miles from Lemnos, and oppofite to 
Cavalla and the NeftuSi 'I’he jjart of Macedonia from mount Athos to the peninfula 
of Pallene, or Phlegra, was called Chalcidice. 

We foon came into an improved country inhabited by Chriftians, and lay at Palaio- 
cori. On the fixteenth we proceeded on our journey, and having gone about halfway, 
I faw at fome diftance to the north a long narrow lake called Bazaruke, where there is 
a lake in Dewit’s map, which, according to that, empties itfelf into the Singitic bay. 
We lay at Ravanah; and on the fcventecnth, about ten miles from Salonica, we de- 
fcended into a fine plain, in which runs a fmall ftreani that muft be the river Cha- 
brius; there is a fait pool near the fea, which, I fuppofe, is about the mouth of it. 
Four miles from Salonica in the fame road are hot baths, the waters are only lukewrarra, 
and I thought there was a mixture of fait and fulphur in them j thefe are probably thofe 
baths from which Tlieffalonica was firft called Therma, and gave the name of Thermal- 
cus to this great bay, w'hich is now called the Bay of Salonica ; the city being fituated 
about the north-eaft corner of it, and has the forementioned plain to die north eaft, 
fome hills to the north weft, and a great plain to the fouih weft, extending beyond view 
to the fouth, I fuppofe to-the mountains Olympus and Pierus, 'and the other mountains 
near Lariffa. In this plain, and near it, were many places very famous in anrient hiftory* 
'Phe country about Theffalonica was called Amphaxitis, the river Echedorus ran through 
it, which is faid to have been drunk dry by the army of Xerxes ; to the north on this 
river was the country called Mygdonia the rivers Axius and Lydias likewife run 
through this plain j between them the country was called Bomaea, in which Pella was 
fituated, where the kings of Macedon refided, from Philip the father of Alexander the 
great, down to Perfes, and where Alexander the great w'as born. To the fouth of the river 
Axius in Emathia wasEdeflaor Aiga:, fifty-nine miles from Theffalonica, in the Roman 
road ; Diocletianopolis and Pella being between thefe places. In JEgse the kings of 
Macedon refided before they removed to Pella, and it continued to be their burial 
place. Between the Lydias and the Aliaemon was the country called Pieria, in which 
was Methone; at the fiege of this city king Pliilip loft his eye; here allb was Pydna, 
near which the Romans vanquiflied Perfes, and put an end to the kingdom of Macedon. 
I'o the weft of thefe places was Berrhoea, fifty-one miles from Theffalonica ; of the 
people of this place faint Paul teftifies that they were more noble than the Theffalo- 
nians, in that they received the word with all gladnefs; near mount Olympus was Dius, 
where Alexander fet up the bronze ftatues made by Lyfippus oi thofe brave men wiio 
died on the Granicus in the battle againft the Perfians. It is to be obferved, that many 
places both in Syria and Afia Minor, have the names of places in thefe parts, which 
were doubtlefs given them by colonies that went out of Greece, and by the kings of 
Syria, and the Greeks that followed them, after the time of Alexander the great, who 
were doubtlefs fond of giving the Greek names of their own native country, to thofe 
ftrange places they went to inhabit, as of mount Olympus, Pieria, Magnefia, Hera- 
clea, Berrhoea, and many others. 

Theffalonica is faid to have its name from its foundrels Theffalonica, fitter of Alex¬ 
ander the great: tlie prefent walls, which feem moftly to have been built under the 
Greek emperors, are five or fix miles in circumference, taking in the plain ground on 
which the city now ftands; it goes up to the top of the hill, and joins to the cattle, 
the prefent city not taking up above half the ground enclofed within the walls, which 
were well repaired when the war broke out with the emperor. The walls come very 
near the fea, and the boats are drawn up on the beach, there being no quay} the 
fticets arc not well laid out, and the houfes are ill built of unburnt brick, having gar- 
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dens to moft of them. There are in the city fome few remains of antiquity i one of 
the principal is a very grand triumphal arch much ruined^ but in the perfection of the 
fculpture, and coflliiiefs of the workj it feems to rival any arch that remains j it con¬ 
fided of three arches built of brick and cafed with marble. One member of the cornice 
under the fpring of the arch is worked with one row of leaves like the Coiinthian 
order ; there were niches in the fronts between the arches ; the piers all round w^ere 
adorned with three compartments of reliefs one over another, as of fonie procelTion; 
the reliefs are four feet two inches deep, and are divided from one another by other 
reliefs which are a foot broad, and confift of running boughs and flowers ; the reliefs 
are much defaced, but feem to have been cut in very great perfeftion, and the arch 
is faid to be of the time of the Antoiiines; it is probable, that the upper part ^vas 
adorned in proporrion to the reft, but whatever ornaments there were they are now 
dedroyed j as the arch feems to be low in proportion, it may be conjeCtured that there 
was another compartment of reliefs alfo covered by the earth. The diops and houfes 
are built about it in fuch a manner, that it was difficult to take the meafures, efpeciaOy 
of the middle arch, which I have given by the bed computation I could make. 
Another piece of antiquity is the remains of a very fine Corinthian colonnade, it confids 
of five pillars of Cipolino ; the capitals are of exqiiilite workmanffiip 5 the pillars, two 
feet in diameter, are nine feet two inches apart; the frieze is fluted, and on the enta¬ 
blature is a fort of an Attic order of fquare piladers with an architrave over it, the 
other parts of the entablature being taken away, if ever dhere were more; but the 
greated beauty of this colonnade are four alt-reliefs in both fronts, between the Attic 
piladers, of a perfon as big as life ; to the ead is a Bacchus, Mercury, and two Vic¬ 
tories ; to the wed Leda, a woman, a naked man, and a woman in profile, with 
fomething in her left hand held up ; the fculpture of all of tliem is exceedingly fine: 
by this difpofirion one would alfo imagine, that this was a triumphal monument in an 
extraordinary tafte, it being otherwife difficult to conceive how two fronts of fuch a 
colonnade could appear to advantage. Within the fouth gate of the city, there is an 
ancient gateway or triumphal arch remaining of hewn done ; on each fide to the fouth 
there is a relief about three feet long, and two and a half wide* There are fevera! 
niofques in the city which were ftjrmerly churches; that which carries the greated 
mark of antiquity, is the rotundo, and if it was not an antient temple, it was cer* 
tainly built when Chriftianity was fird publickly edabliflied, though I imagine it to 
have been a heathen temple, and probably a pantheon; the walls are very thick, and 
built of good brick ; the chapels round it are arched over with double arches of brick, 
excepting the two entrances to the weft and fouth; there are in them oblong fquare 
niches which appear like windows, and are now filled up; above thefe the wall is 
not, I iuppofe, fo tliick by twelve feet, and over every one of thefe apartments 
there is an arched nich* The cupola is adorned with mofaic work, appearing like 
eight frontlfpieces of vety grand buildings, the perfpeftive of which feemed to he very 
good; the apartment oppofite to the entrance is lengthened out to twenty-feven paces^ 
and ends in a femicircle, which, if it was a temple, I fuppofe muft have been added 
by the Chriftians for the altar. They fliew a fepolchre to the eaft of this mofque^ 
in which, they fay, Ortagi Effendi is buried, who took the city. The moft beautiful 
mofque in the town, wliich was a church, is that which had the name of faint Deme¬ 
trius ; it is feventy-one paces long, and forty-one broad; there are on each fide a 
double colonnade of white marble pillars, each fupporting its gallery, with pillars 
over them ; the gallery fupported by the inner rows of pillars being imder the gallery 
of the pilhii^ tfiat are on each fide next to the middle nave; the w^hole church is c^ed 
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-within with marble; there is a church under it, which is fliut up, Md no one 
enter - it is faid that St. Paul preached in it. Another mofque was the church ot St. 
Soohia built fomethine on the model of St. Sophia in Conftantinople, having a cupola 
adornea with beautihil mofaic work; there are feme fine verd antique pillars in the 
church and portico } and in the church there is a verd antique throne or pulpit, mth 
two or three fteps up to it, the whole being of one piece of nwbK A fourth mofqua 
was the church of St. i’antaleemon, which is but fniall; before it there is a fort of 
fuggeftum or pulpit, with winding fteps up to it, all of one block of white marble j 
on thefides of it are cut three arches, fupported by Cormthan piIl^s, under which 
are mezzo relievos of the Virgin Mary, and other faints ; I faw fuch another at one 
of die mofques; tliefe feem to have been made m the very earheft times of Chriftiamty, 
before theirt of fculpture was entirely loft. There are ieveral Greek churches m this 
city : but I could not find out the tomb of Eiityclies the adverfary of Nefenus j they 
have an archbifhop, and a fmall monaftery on the hill within the walls. The nunftier 
of Jews here is thought to exceed the number of Chnftram mid lurks put together, 
infomuch that they have a great influence in the city. _ The Turks drink much, and 
to that may be imputed their being very bad people in this place; die jamzanes m 
particular are exceedingly iiifolent. _ They have a great manufaaure of coaxfe woollen 
doth in and about Salonica, which is exported to all parts of Turkey for the wear of 
common people. The Englifli, Trench, Dutch and Venetians, have their confuls 
here, the chief export being filk, wax, and cotton to Smyrna, m order to be embarked 
for Europe, and a great quantity of tobacco to Italy, as well as to.mofl: parts of l^key, 
'as it is efteemed the bell after that of Latichea, A paftia and janitzer aga refide m 
this city. Salonica is fifteen days journey with a caravan from Conftanbnopl^ bemg 
about a hundred ^d eighty miles from Rodofto ; it is three days from Cavalla, 
Monte Santo and Lariffa; fixteen miles from Vena, perhaps Berrhcea j and four days 
from Volo, the old Pagafa on the bay Pagafmus, now called the gulph of Volo. 

Chap. VH. — 0/tbe folds of Tempe, of Larija, Pharfalia, and t}ye battle between 

Cesfar and Pompey^ 

THE road from Salonica to Lariffa is dangeronn md ^frequented; fo that mofr 
petfons embark at Salomca for the port of Clanma m Theffaly, on the ibmh Me of 
the bay of Salonica, being a voyage of about fifteen leagues. _ _ 

that pface on the nineteaith in the afternoon, and arnved on the twenaeth late at 
nightf and lay in the open air at the foot of mount Ofla in Theffaly, m that jiart of 
ft wh ch was called Pelafgiotis; the country of Magnefia, and mount Pelion bemg to 
ITX and make that Lad of land which is to the north of the bay that was known 
to the ^tients by the name of Pagafeus. The next niornmg we went to the convent 
of St Demetrius^ on the fide of the hill over Claritza: this place is about two leagues 
-from die river Peneus, which rifes in mount Pindus, the greateft part of the way 
bem<^ a rich narrow plain not a mile broad, which may be the pleafant fields of Tempe, 
that'are deferibed to be five miles long, and of the br eadth of half ^ 
of the Peneus. On the weft fide of the Peneus is the fkmous mount 
the poets feigned to be the feat of the gods. We came to the 
a bridge over it to 

officerLiade a demand, and talking high, he proceeded fo far “ “ muft 

baftinados ; but ^ janizary I had with me anfwered very coolly, ^ 7 to 

cxercife his feverity firft over himj and fliewmg my firman, or paffport, he began to 
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fee eafy^ and permitted tis to go on- We travelled on the eaft fide of the Penens, where' 
the road feems to have been levelled by cutting away the rock at the foot of mount 
Offii; the road leads to the fouth-weft for about two leagues, the paflage for the 
river being in fome parts very narrow, widi fmall iflands in the middle, fo that die 
water of me Peneus might be confined ou fome great rains, and caufe the flood In the- 
time of Deucalion. Some fay the paflage was enlarged by an earthquake, and the poets 
feigned that the giants put mount Olfa on Pelion and Olympus, and made way for the 
river to pafs freely- 

We lay in a kane at Baba, about four hours from the port, having travelled in all 
leagues by the river- On the twenty-fecond we came into a valley about two 
leagues long, and two miles broad, in which we went to the fouth, die Peneus rumiing' 
along the north' fide of the plain towards the eaft, we went fouthwards between the 
hills which are to the weft, and crolfed fome low hills into that large plain, in which 
Latilfa is fituated about two leagues further on the river Peneus, It is much to be 
doubted whether the firft of thefe plains was not the fields of Tempe, as fome authors 
mentioii that the Peneus pafled through the fields of Tempe, and then between 
Olympus and Ofla, though others fpeak of them as at the mouth of the Peneus.. 
Xerxes failed vAtli his army from Thefllilonica to this river ; and it is to be obfJrved that 
Daphne was the daughter of Peneus, and that the fable of her and Apollo had its fcene 
here. The Peneus is mentioned as a clear river by Homer- . To the north-eaft of 
Larijfa there is a defcent on every fide to a very level ground, which in fome parts is 
moraify, and probably is the bafon of that lake Avhich overflowing, together with the 
Peneus, caufed the Deucalion^Jood, To the weft was Cynocephalse, where T, Quintius. 
Flaminius vanquifhed king Philip in a very great battle. Laritfa ftill retains its 
antient name, and is fituated on the Peneus, which runs on the weft and north fides 
of it; to the weft thare is a large ftcne bridge of ten arches over the river: a fmall 
rivulet, which is dry m the fummer, runs into the Peneus near the bridge, and probably 
pafled through the weft part of the old city- Larifla is faid to be thirty miles from 
the fea, but it is not more than eighteen : it was for fome time the refidence of 
Philip king of Macedon ; before the battle of Pharfalia, Scipio and his legion were^ 
quartered here } and after his defeat Pompey came to this city, and going to the fea, 
embarked on board a merchant Ihip- There are no fort of remains of antiquity in 
this place, not fo much as the walls, except fome pieces of marble about the Turkilli 
burial places. The prefent town is three miles in circumference, and in the middle 
of it there is a wooden tower, with a large ftriking clock in it, which has been there 
ever fince the Chriftians had pofleffion of this country, and, I fuppofe, is the only 
one in all Turkey; a pafha refides here, and they compute fifteen thoufand Turkim 
houfes, fifteen hundred Greek, and about three hundred Jewilh families-. The people, 
both 'furks and Greeks, have a bad charafter, and it is dangerous travelling near the 
city, except on the fide of the port of Claritza j it is a great road from Janina three 
days to the weft, from Albania the antient Epirus^ and from many other parts to go 
to the port, in order to embark for Gonftantlnople, Smyrna, and Salonica: they have 
only one Greek church here, and their metropolitan- Twenty-four miles to the fouth- 
eaft of Lariffa is Volo, faid to be Pagafas, where the poets fay the fliip ^Argos was 
built; and near it is Aphitse, from which place, they fay, the Argonauts failed: 
the fouth-eaft corner of this land is the old promontory Sepias, where five hundred 
fail of Xerxes fleet were fliipwrecked in a ftonii.1 

We fet out from Larifla on the twenty-third on poft horfes, which are to be had 
in many parts of Turkey, and one travels oft them with great fecurity, as the pallias 

commonly 
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commonly difpatch their people this way y and fo it is fuppofed that thofe who travel 
in this manner belong to the great men, who would find out the rogues if they gave 
their people any difturbance. When travellers have an order in their firman for 
horfes they pay only ten afpers an hour for each horfe, otherwife they agree as they 
can. From Lariffa we went fouthwards over uneven downs, and defeended into a 
very fine plain about twenty miles long from eaft to weft, and almoft a lea^e broad 
attheeaftend, widening to the weft; w-hich, vrithout doubt, isthe plain of Pharfalia; 
there is a fmall town to the fouth of the plain called Catadia, over it is a ruined 
place on a hill, which feems to be Pharfalus, being about thirty miles from Volo, the 
old Pagafae, as Pharfalus is faid to have been; a fmall river runs through the plain to 
the weft, which muft be the antient Enipeus that fell into the Apidanus, and fo both 
ran together into the Peneus. To the north-eaft of the fuppofed Pharfalus the hills 
turn northw^ard towards the river, and on thefe hills I fuppofe Pompey’s army was 
encamped near- the ftream, as Caefar’s probably was on the hill to the eaft of Pharfiilus. 
Pompey had the Enipeus to the right wing of his army, for Csefar fays he had a rivulet 
to the right with high banks for his defence. Hiftorians give an account that this 
battle Tvas fought in the plains of Pharlalia near Pharlalus, and between that town and 
the Enipeus, which fixes the place; and yet it is very extraordinary that Csefar fliould 
not mention the name of Pharfalus .md of the Pharfalian plains j he only lays, that 
after taking Metropolis he chofe a place in the country for providing corn, which was 
near ripe, and there expefled the arrival of Pompey: perhaps he neglefted all thefe 
circuinftances out of a fort of vanity ; as well imagining that every one muft be well 
informed of the very fpot where a battle was fought which determined the empire of 
the world. In the middle of the plain, about two leagues north-weft of the fuppofed 
Pharfalus, is a hill, on which probably Metropolis was fituated, which Caefar had taken, 
where I was informed there are fome ruins, and about as much further are two hills 
in that part of the plain where it extends further northward, on one of which might 
be Gomphi, which he had taken before. The foldiers of Pompey had pofieffed them- 
felves of the higheft hills near the camp, where being befieged by Caefar, and wanting 
water, they fled towTtrds Larifta, and Caefar coming up with them at about fix miles 
diftance, and preparing to attack them, they poflelfed themfelves of a hill that was 
waftied by the river, which 1 fliould have thought to have been the firfli high hill to the 
fouth fouth-weft of Lariffa, at the foot of which, 1 fuppofe, the Apidanus flows, if the 
diftance was not rather too great. 

We took fome refrefliment at Catadia, and changed our poll horfes; this town is 
feven hours from Lariffa, that is, about twenty miles, and we fet out the fame day 
for Zeitoun, which is computed to be twenty-four miles from Catadia; it is fituated 
near the bay, called by the antients Malliacus: the road is over rich hills, which extend 
to the eaft, and make the head of land which is between the baysPagafaeus and Malliacus, 
and is the antient country of Theffaly, called Phthiotis, from Phthia where Achilles 
was born: there was a town called Thebes in this part, and the Myrmidons were of 
this country, of whom the poets feign that of pilinires they were made men; but 
Strabo mentions their iiiduftry like that of a pifinire fo cultivating their land, 

as a move probable derivation of drat name. Palling thefe hills I faw to the weft a long 
narrow lake called Davecleh, of which I can find no account; but poffibly the river 
Apidanus may rife out of it. 
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Chap. VIII. — Of Zeitcioiy Thermopylee^ and other places in the "veay to Livadia. 

ZF.ITOUN is fituated on the fouth fide of a hill at the foot of the high mountains, 
and on another hill to the fouth, inhabited by Turks ; on the top of the former there 
is a caftle : it is fituated about four miles to the wcO; of the north-’weft corner of the 
bay of Malliacns. and about as far north of the river Sperchius j confequehtly this 
muft be Lamia, famous for the Lamian v/ar, which the Greeks waged againft Macedon 
after the death of Alexander : there may be three or four hundred houfes in Zeitoun, 
the greater part Chriflians, who are faid to be a good fort of people, but the air is un¬ 
healthy in the fummer. 

When I came to Zeitoun I went to the kane, and chofe for coolnefs, and to be free 
from vermin, to lay in the gallery which leads to the rooms. In my firfl fleep I was 
awakened by a terrible noife, and leaping up found great part of the kane fallen down, 
and the horfes running out of the liable; I did not know what was the caufc, but my 
fervant immediately faid it was an earthquake, fo that we were in the utmoft confter- 
nation; the front and greateft part of the kane was deftroyed, and we got out with 
much difficulty. A Turk who lay on a bulk before the gate was covered with ruins, 
but was taken out alive, and not much hurt. It was a moon-fhiny night; but fo 
many houfes had fallen down, and fuch a duft was raifed, that we could not fee the 
Iky; the women were fcreaming for their children and relations who were buried in 
the ruins of the houfes; fome of them v.^ere taken out alive, but feveral were killed : 
and going to the churches the next day I faw many laid out in them in order to be 
buried, their houfes being fallen down, I got my things removed to a dunghill in a 
place moft clear from buildings, and I felt near twenty fhocks in about two hours 
time, fome of which were very great; the next day it rained, and I got into a flied, 
but the people advifed me to leave it; and every thing was attended with the utmoft 
face of diftrels, nothing was to be got, nor could I have horfes till the afternoon; 
and when I crolled the plain I was Ihewn cracks in the earth about fix inches wide, 
which they faid were made by the earthquake. This calamity chiefly affeSed the 
Chrlftians, whofe houfos were built only of ftone and earth, but not one of the houfes of 
the Turks fell down, which were ftrongly built with mortar. I obferved as I travelled 
that the earthquake had thrown down many of the houfes in the neighbouring villages, 
but did no great damage on the other fide of the hills, which bound this plain to 
the fouth. 

The valley in which Zeitoun ftands is a fine fpot of ground, it is about five miles 
wide, and the river Sperchius runs along the fouth fide of it: this vale extends be¬ 
yond view to the weft. The Thaumaci are mentioned as at the entrance to a great 
plain : probably at the end of this plain there may be a narrow pafs between the 
mountains to another plain, which feems to have extended to Epirus, and to the bay 
Ambracius on the Adriatic fea, between which and the bay of Zeitoun feems to be 
the narroweft part of Greece; and probably it may not be above a hundred miles from 
one fea to the other. The country of Doris was at fome diftance to the weft on the 
fouth fide of the river ; it was called Tetrapolis, by reafon that it had four principal 
cities. The firft order among the Greeks called the Doric, was probably invented in 
this country ; in the beginning it was a very fimple order, as it appears even now in 
fome places} the capital confifting only of a large lift or fquare Itone, and a large 
Quarter round under. thEtj and the entablature of a deep architrave of one face^ 
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a brbad frieze, and a very fimple cornice. The river Sperchlus is a confidcrable 
ftreani: Sperchia is mentioned in fuch a manner by Ptolemy as to fhew that it -was 
not at the mouth of the Spiierchius, but to the north of it, probably where Leda 
now is at the north-well corner of the bay, which is the port of Zeitoun j on theeaft 
fide of the bay, about the middle of it, is Achino, doubtlefs the antient Echinus. 

To the fouth of the Sperchius and of the bay was the country of Locrl Epichne- 
inedii, the Opuiitii being to the call of it: our road was between the fea and the high 
mountains ; thele mountains are called Coumaita, and are doubtlefs the old mount 
Oeta, fo that I began to look for the famous palfage called Thermopylse, where the 
Spartans with a few men oppoled the great army of the Perfians. At the place where 
the road firll turns to the eaft, between the mountains and the fea, are hot waters 
whicli the Greeks called Thermae, and gave the name to this llreight of ThermopyliB,. 
that is, the gates or pafs of the baths. It is certain, that this pafs is mentioned as fixty 
paces wide, and in fome parts only broad enough for a fingle carriage ; fo that as the 
narrow, pafl'age is mentioned on the fea, in cafe it lead to the fame road in which we- 
went acrois the mountains, the fea muft have loft, and left the paflage wider, though 
poffibly it was a way round the cape by the fea fide, where there might be fome narrow 
palles. After going about fix miles to the eaft, our road was to the fouth between 
the mountains; I obferved two fources of the hot v/aters, which are fait and impregnated 
with fulphur j they incruft the ground with a fait fulphureous fubftance: the river 
Boagrius runs into the fea from between thefe hills, which is probably the ftream that is 
fo often paffed in this road. The whole country of the Epichnemedii is full of high 
mountains. 

Near the entrance of the bay of Mabacus is the nortli-weft corner of the ifland 
Negropont, the old Euboea; it is a very high point of land; the Greeks call this ifland 
Egripus, from the chief town the antient Chalcis, oppofite to old Aulis, which now 
has that name, being on the Euripus paflage, where the fea frequently flows and ebbs, 
and probably the prefent name is a corruption from this word ; it is but twelve miles 
from Thebes in Boeotia j there is a palfage to it by a draw-bridge, and a paflia and 
janitzer aga refide there; the former commands the country to the weft near as far as 
Salona. This ifland is faid to be three hundred and fixty-five miles round, in fome 
parts forty miles broad, and a hundred and fifty miles long, though it cannot be lb 
much, for from Zeitoun to Athens, wliich is much about the length of it, is only a 
hundred and eight fliort miles, according to their computation: Eretria was the next 
city in it after Chalcis, which was deftroyed by the Perfians, rebuilt, and then taken by 
Lucius Quintius; here was the fchool of the Eretrian philofophers, and near it was 
Amarinthus, famous for the worlhip of Diana. At the promontory Artemifium the 
Greeks fought the firft battle with Xerxes. I obferved two points or heads of land on 
the fouth fide of die bay, and faw the high rocky cape of Euboea to the north, which is 
now called Lebada, and is the promontory Cenoeum. I obferved alfo a finall ifland,; 
wiiich may be Myonnefus. 

About ten miles from Zeitoun, we pafled by Molo, and a little further had Andra to 
die left j we tlien went on foudiwards between the high hills, often crolfing a ftream, 
which I fuppofe, is the antient Boagrius, at the month of which there was a port, 
probably near Andra j I faw a part of the mountain to the fouth, which has many 
fummits, and is called Ihakora; we came to a poor hamlet called Ergiere, fourteen 
miles from Zeitoun, and lay in the open ah', the earthquake having thrown down all 
thdr houfes. 
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On the twenty-fifth we went on, and in an hour came to a guarJ-houfe, where 
they keep watch in order to catch rogues ; it is half way between Zeitoun and Livadia. 
1 faw on the mountain to the weft an old caftle called Kidonietry, near which they fay 
there are ruins of an old town called Paliocaftro, which may be Thronium, the capital 
■of this country, though the diftance is rather too great from the mouth of the Boagrius, 
for it is mentioned only as three miles from it; ' Alope was fituated to the fouth-eaft of 
it, near which was Nai-j^x, the native place of Ajax. We afcended the height of the 
mountains, and on the top of them paffed by another guard, and defcended into a vale 
about a league wide, and four leagues long, having that chain of mountains called lapora 
to thefouth, which are faid to be mount Pamafius, on the fouth lide of which at a 
great diftance was Delphi. From this part we faw Dathis, on the ’ fide of the lulls to 
the north. This vale 1 judged to be part ofBoeotia; in it is a village called Turco- 
cori, mhabited chiefly by Turks: hei’e, or in fome other part of the vale, might be 
Orchomenus; for near it I faw the fields covered wdth pieces of brick. I obferved 
fome dry beds of torrents in this vale, and towards the eaft end a river runs as from 
the north-eaft, which we paffed on a bridge; it is called Mavro Nero [jBlackwaterJ j 
it runs into another vale to the fouth, and muft be the river Cephiffus, which empties 
itlelf into the lake Copias j this fecond vale is about two miles wide, and winds round 
to the lake I tliall mention, having mount Parnaffus to the weft. In this -vale to the 
north of the Cephiffus, I fuppofe was Cheronaea, the country of Plutarch, We croffed 
over low hills, and came into the vale, about half a league wide, and two leagues 
long, extending eaftward to the lake: on the fouth fide of this vale on the foot 
of “ the mountains, is Livadia; the foot of mount Panvaflus extends to the weft of it, 
and the mountains fouth of it I take to be Zogara, which is mount Helicon, for 
both thefe are ranges of mountains, which extend fome miles, though one part 
where Delphi was, might be the height of Parnaffus, properly fo called, which had 
two heads. ' ^ 

Livadia is the antienr Libadia j it is about twenty miles from Caftri, the anrient 
Delphi. This place was famous for the worfhip of Jupiter Trophonius, public games 
being performed to his honour here ^ and an opening of the earth is mentioned, 
where they worfiiipped him, and there liis oracle is faid to have been ; it is mentioned 
alfb as a cave to which it was very difficult to defcend. Ihe town of Liyadia is 
divided by a rivulet which feparates the two parts of the hill on which it is built; this 
water has its fource from a vtay fine fpring without the town; the weft hill being 
a perpendicular rock, a room is' cut into it about three feet above the ground, and 
twelve feet fquare, with a bench on each fide cut in the rock j it appears to have been 
painted f and this, without any enquiry, the Greek fchoolraafter told me was the place 
where they worftiipped Trophonius; there are feveral niches cut on the face of the 
rock to the fouth, and I obferved one round hole which went in a confiderable way, 
though it did not feem big enough for a man to get through it, but poffibly it 
might be the difficult entrance to the grot of Trophomus, and to the recefs where 
the oracle was uttered. There are fome imperfect mferiptions about the town wliich 
mention the name of the city: there are fix hundred and Mty houfes in the town, fifty 
of which are inhabited by Jews, and there are an equal number of Chriftians and 
Turks j the former have three churches ; and there is a caftle on the fummit of the 
weftern hill. 
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Chap, IX, —0//^^ kie Copm, Thebes, Phyle, andfime places in Aftka. 

TROM Livadla I fet out to the eaft for Thebes, which is in ihe road to Athens, 
and foon cainc near the antient lake Copi*^, now called the Valto of Topolia, that is, 
the marfh or fen of Topolia, which is a village on the north fide towards the north^ft 
corner of it \ and as the lake took its name from CoptC, which isfaid alfo to be on 
the north fide of it, it feenis probable that T. opoHa is the old Cop^ \ though I at firft 
imagined it to have been under the hills, which we pafled over into the vale of Livadia, 
at the weft end of the lake, where there is a monaftery, and a village called, if I 
miftake not, Ciaipou; but as Coroneais faid to have been at the north-weft corner of 
■the lake, it is probable that it was there, and that the famous battle was fought near it, 
probably at the end of the plain in which the Ccphiffus runs * in this battle Agefilaus 
beat the Athenians and Boeotians i and at Thebes I was told, tliat Granitzo, two 
hours to the fouth of Livadia, was the old Coronsea: mount Libethrius^ was neaf 
Corona^a, on which were the ftatues of the Mufes, and this might be the hill between 
the two plains, or that to the north of the Ccphiffus : at the north-eaft corner of the 
lake was Medeon, and near it on the eaft fide Onchaeftus, and fouth of ^ the lake 
towards the eaft end Haliartas, which might be at a ruined place in the middle way 
between Livadia and Thebes, which the common people fay was old Thebes : Mount 
CithEcron is probably that mountain we had to the left, which extended to the moun¬ 
tains of Megara, The plain in which the lake of Topolia lies, feems to be about 
twelve miles long and fix broad, that is, between thirty and forty miles in circiimfereRce^ 
though Strabo makes it to be near fifty; the reafon why it is called at prefent rather a 
marfti than a lake, is, that in fummer the water does not appear, all being overgrown 
with reeds, though it has always water and fifli m it. There are feveral pools about 
the plain, which probably have a communication one with another, and in winter the 
water rifes very much ; all over it there are dry fpots, which are improved, and alfo 
fome vUIages : where the water remained it appeared green, the other parts looking 
white in the feafon of autumn, when we paffed that way: tiffs lake overflowed in fuefi 
a manner, that it once deftroyed two hundred towns amd villages : it is very obferv* 
able in this lake, that though the Cephiffus, and many ftreams fall into it, yet there 
are only fubterraneous paffages out of it, which are faid to be iixty, and are feen about 
Topolia, Strabo mentions a fubterraneous paffage from it to lake Hylica, and there is a 
lake at fome diftance to the north of Thebes, and of the hills, which is now called the 
lake of Thebes,’being about fix miles over every way : it is probable that thefe lakes 
and moraffy grounds had fuch influence on the air of Boeotia, as to affe£l the int^lleftual 
faculties of the inhabitants of this country, infomuch that a Boeotian genius for dullnefs 
became a proverb of reproach* 

We arrived at Thebes about twenty-four miles from Livadia: this city is faid to 
have been firft founded by Cadmus, on thefpot where the Arx-Cadrma was fituated ; 
and here Amphion is faid to have made the ftones dance into their places by the force 
of his mufic ; but the city was fo deftroyed by Alexander the great, that it never well 
recovered itfelf afterwards j it produced many great men, as Pindar, Epanffnondas, 
Pelopidas, Hercules, and Bacchus ; it is faid to be fituated on the river Ifmenus, which, 
I fuppofe, is at fome diftance to the north: the city is in a plain about five leagues 
long and four miles broad; but the ground about Thebes is uneven, being divided 
into many little low hills by torrents which come from the mountains, and on one of 
thefe hills the prefent town is fituated, which ia about a mile in circumference f it is 
* ' fuppofed 
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fuppofed to be the ipot on which the antient city was founded by Cadmus, which was 
called ArX'Cadniia, To the eail is another hill of greater extent, and rather lower, 
which plainly appears to have been built on; and upon thefe two hills, and the valley 
between them, the antient city feems to have been lituated j there is nothing to be 
feen of the ruins of it, except fome little remains of the city, or caftle wall, to the weft, 
near a large fquare tower, by which it appears that the walls were cafed with grey 
marble both infide and out, one tier fet up an end remaining; fo that probably they 
were built after that very antient Greek manner one tier fet up an end, and the other laid 
flat: there is alfo an old gate ftanduig ten feet wide, and arched over, all of large hevm 
ftone, which, if I raiftake not, was made for a portcullis, but without any ornament 
whatfoever. There is a fountain to the fouth of the town, and the water for the ufe 
of the city is conveyed in channels along the ground from the fouth-eaft, palling over 
the valley to the hill on fome modern arches. They fay there "were a hundred churches 
in and about the town, fome of which are in repair ; fragments of infcriptions have 
been found about them, and I faw fome Corinthian capitals of the fineft workmanlhip. 
An archbilhop reftdes here, and a waiwode and cadi, there being in the town about 
two hundred Greek houfes, feventy of the Jews, and a thoufand of the Turks. There 
are fome hills to the north of Thebes at Ibme diftance, which intercept the view of the 
lake. It is about eighteen miles from this city to the paflage to the Negropont, and 
Athens is about thirty-fix miles both from the antient Aulisand from Thebes. 

I went at Thebes to the kane, and the next day moved to the houfe of a prieft j 
and the archbilhop of Thebes hearing of me, fent and defired to fee me. I was very 
courteoufly entertained by him, and met the archbilhop of ./F.gina at his houfe, who 
was makmg a progrefs to colled charity for his church. 1 faw two hills in the plain to the 
north-weft, and they fliewed me a hill to the north north-weft,which they faid wasPIatsea, 
but that place was near the road from Athens to Megara. 

We fet out for Athens on the twenty-feventh. The road leading to that city 
goes to the eaft for about fix miles; it then turns to the fouth over fome low hills, 
and at length croffes the mountains called Ozia, which are the antient mount Pente- 
licus, famousTor its fine marble: having afeended to the height of it, we came to 
Phyle on a high rock towards the defeent on the other fide, to which Thrafibulus 
fled, when he was expelled by the thirty tyrants, whom be afterwards drove out; the 
top of the hill, not half a mile in circumference, is fortified with ftrong walls, which 
are almoft entire j there is a view of Athens from it, though it is at ten miles diftance: 
defeending the hill we faw a road to the left, leading to a convent between the moun¬ 
tains, which is called Panaiea, and pafling by Caflia we came into the plain of Attica, 
in which Athens Hands: this plain is about two leagues broad, and three in length, 
irom mount Hymettus on the eaft, to' the hills towards Eleufis; but north of 
mount Hymettus it extends to the eaft to the fea towards Porto Rafti, which is near 
the promontory Sunium, and to the north towards Marathon, where Miltiades 
defeated the Perfiaus. 

Chap. X. —Of Athens. 

TO the weft of mount Hymettus, which was famous for its honey and fine martitc, 
there is a range of lower hills j that which is neareft to Athens is mount Anchefnius: 
Athens was about a milis to the fouth-weft of it, on a hill, which on every fide, 
except to the weft, is almoft a perpendicular rock ; it is about three furlongs in length, 
and one in breadth j this hill was the antient Acropolis, firft called Cecropia j to the 
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north of which the prefent city of Athens is built, as the antient city in length of 
time probably extended allround it; the walls, I fuppofe, being thofe modem ones 
with which it was defended when it was under the Venetians. 

Tv/o rivers w-afered the plain, one the llifllis, which run between inouiir Ancbefnius 
and mount Hymettus, and fo pafled to the call of Athens. The Eridaitus ran in the 
plain to the weft of the city, and being divided into many parts to water their olive 
gardens, it becomes a very iiiconfiderable ilream, as the other is quite loft, by diverting 
it into their fields. 

Athens is fituated about two miles from tlie fea, was built by its fir ft king Cecrops, 
who was fucceeded by feveral kings to Codrus ; after liim it was governed by Arcons, 
at firft made during life, and afterwards for ten years, and laft ot all yearly: they 
were conquered fucceffively by the Perfians, Macedonians, and Romans, atid for five 
or fix ages paft the city has undergone a great variety of lortuiie, and notwithllanding 
there are great remains of its antient grandeur, wliich are proofs in what a degree of 
perfedion the noble arts of fculpture and architedure flourilhed in this city, which was 
the mother of arts and civil polity. 

The afcent to Acropolis is at the weft end; there are three gates to be pafled 
through in the way to the top of the hill; the propylseum was probably about the- 
tliird gate, which was built at a great expence ; there is a finail fquare tower remaiiiiiig 
a little way within it, which feems to be of great antiquity, as I obferved by that 
antient manner of laying the ftone fo often mentioned; it has only a cornice round 
at top, and is not twenty feet fquare; it is faid that it was adorned with fluted Ionic 
pillars, and a rich frieze covered wdfh reliefs, and probably thofe reliefs which I faw 
on the wall witliin the- gate were part of them; but this colonnade does not remain, 
and the caftle wall is built almoft all round it. This might be the temple of vidory 
without wings, built near the wall from which .ffigeus the father of Thefeus threw 
himlelf down, when expeding his fon, and not feeing the lignal agreed on, he appre¬ 
hended he was dead; or it might be part of the propylECum, and have another anfwering 
to it; and if fo, the afcent probably was winding along die weft fide, and the grand 
entrance might be from the fouth, probably by a magnificent flight of fteps, near to 
the fouth-weft corner of the hill. This tower is not above twenty feet to the fouth 
of the weft wing of, W'hat is called, the arfenal of Lycurgus, ivhich might either be 
the temple of winds, or the citadel mentioned here by Fanfanias, or a building he 
fpeaks of to the left of the temple of Vidory, in which be defcribes feveral very famous 
paintings ; it is a building of the anti^t Doric order, having a wing on each fide to 
the fouth, in which there feems to have been two pillars; the temple probably opened 
to the fouth with fix pillars in front, and a colonnade of three more on each fide 
leading to a door, which has two fmalier doors on each fide of it. Thefe inner pillas 
are higher than the others, as if they had fupported fome covering, and it ispoflibb 
there might be two other rows of pilUurs within. There was alfo a portico with a 
colonnade in the other front, and there are rooms under the whole. 

. From this temple we w'ent to the famous temple of Minerva called Parthenon, it 
was built under Pericles by letinus the archited. As it is of that plain Doric order 
before mentioned, it may be queftioned whether the other more beautiful orders were 
invented when it was built, as one would imagine they would have embeUilhed this 
temple in the fineft manner of thofe times, when they beftowed fo much expeiice oa 
it: it was miferably fliattered in the late Venetian wars ; for the pov/der being^ kept 
in it, a bomb of the Venetians happened to fall in by the hole, which was in the 
middle of the arch, to give light within, which blew up the temple; fo that only the 
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wefl: end remains entire, and the pillars and pediment of the eaft end. The fluted 
pillars are very large'in proportion to their height, and being rvithout bafe or pedeftal, 
have not fo much as a lillet at bottom : two tier of columns are mentioned by fome 
modern wnters as round the mhde, and to have made a gallery, of which there is 
now no fip, and probably this was a Chriftian work j but the femicircle at the eaa 
elTential to a Greek church, as well as the pillars of the altar 
^e lho\vn. I faw the fign of the wall which feparated the inner part of the temple 
Ironi the prongs, or ante-temple, and as there were two entrances to the temple 
It is probable there was a pronaos at each end, as there was at the temple of Thefeus 
only with this diflerence, that the pronaos there is open, having only nvo pillars in 
ronr j one of them remains entire, and there are ligns within of the wall of the other. 
It appears notwiiMandmg that there were folding doors at the entrance from the 
portico to the weft, as by opening and fliutting them they had worn the marble pave- 
ment. Probably they placed m the middle part of the temple, that famous ftatue of 
Minerva which was dedicated by all the Athenians, and was laid by the vul-ar to have 
fallen down from heaven. At each end of the temple of Minerva there fs a double 
GolcMiack, and rrom the ,fioor on which the outer rotv ftaods there are two fteps up 
to the fecond colonade, each a foot deep, fo that thofe pillars are near two feet Ihorter 
than the outer row, and the pillars on each fide are on a pavement about half a foot 
lower than the inner row This made me imagine that poflibly the outer pillars were an 
addition m the time of Adrian, to ereft on them thofe magnificent pediments, which 
were doubtlefs the fiiieft adorned of imy in the world, and the ornaments appear to 
have been made m Adrian’s time, his ftatue and that of his emprefs Sabina beina: 
among them ; they are very fmgular in their kind, not being reliefs but entire fiKuret 
of thefineftftatues, iidiich appear as big as life, being hiftory pieces; that to the weft, 
Paufani^ fays, reprefented the birth of Minerva. I faw in the pediment one naked 
figure fittog, two clothed, a woman as in a pofture of walking, all without heads 
and two bodies m the imddle; one Handing, and Adrian fitting with his arms round 
a woman, and a naked figure fallen down; the hiftory on the eaftern pediment was 
the^ ^pute between Minerva and Neptune about naming the city; where I faw re¬ 
maining tlie pf tt horfe, a naked man which was fitting fallen down, two men 
fitting, their heads being broke off, one like a woman as flying, the head likewife 
gone; the middle part was alldeftroyed; and on the other fide there remain only 
three broken figures; there were in each of them at leaft a dozen ftatues bigger 
than the life, befides a carnage and two horfes in one; fo that if this ornament was 
not ongmally defigned, it is improbable that a pediment fhould be made capable of 
receiving^ them, and by making the pillars in front longer, they gave a lighter air to 
the building ; whereas if the double colonnade had been at firft defigned, there would 
have b^n the fame reafon for maldng all the pillars of one length, and It muft rather 
have offended the fight to fee the pillars on each fide much fhorter than thofe in the 
front* All round between the triglyphs in the frieze^ there are molt exquifite alt- 
reliefs of combats with centaurs, lions, and many on horfes; and all round the 
temple on the outfide of the walls there are moft beautiful bafs-reliefs in the frieze 
which is three feet four inches deep, being chiefly proceffions and facrifices, and was 
a work of mimeufe coft; but they are not feen to advantage; and if thefe and the 
other reliefs are of the fame date as the temple, they are on the fiippofition I have 
made in relation to the hiftory of architeaure, a proof that fculpture was in thegreateft 
peifeaion, when arduteaure was not arrived- at its higheft improvements. 
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About lixty paces to the north of the temple of'Minerva in the Acropolis of 
Athens, is a temple, 'which is fuppofed to be the Kreftheion ; Paufanias fays it was 
a double temple; what now remains feems to be only one part of it; tiie building 
k of a very beautiful Ionic order, fluted within eight inches of the capital, which fpace 
is carved with bafs-reliefs of flowers; the cufliion of the bafe is fluted horizontally, as 
defcribed in Carla; the pilafters at the end of the wall appear as if they were Doric, 
but ill reality are only the cornice benveen the pillars continued round on die pilafters, 
and below it the relief of flowers is likewife continued on them: the building extends 
in length from eaft to weft, the other part feeming to have been to the eaft; at the 
weft end there is a fniall door, not in the middle ; and above, it is adorned with 
Ionic pilafters, which are about three quarters of a circle; at the eaft end are fix 
pillars of a portico with fteps up to them ; it appears that there was a wall to the weft 
of them ; and it is to be fuppofed that the weft end of the eaft temple correfponded to 
this, at a proper diftance to the eaft; the room feems to have been divided into three 
parts; to the weftern part on the fouth fide was a portico from which there was a doer 
now almoft buried under ground; this portico conflfted of a colonade of cariatides 
four in front, and one more on each fide, as it is to be fuppofed, though there is now 
only one on the weft fide; they are very fine ftatues of women, with beautiful drapery, 
and their trefles hanging down in a fine manner; they are feven feet long ; each of 
them has over its head two quarter rounds adorned with eggs and darts; thefe mem¬ 
bers are round ; over them there is a fquare broad fillet which fupports the entablature, 
and if there were fix more fuch ftatues to the other temple, they might be the nine 
Mufes, jnd the three Graces, uolefs they might be the daughters of EreQiheus, who 
were fo renowned for their virtue: on the north fide there is a portico of four pillars 
in front, and one more on each fide: the whole is built of marble, the walls being 
two feet thick, and the pillars of this beautiful building are all of hewn ftone. It is 
remarkable that there was a well of fait w^ater in this temple, concerning wiiich they 
had fome/abulous ftories. ’ 

At the fouth-weft foot of the hill are the remains of the theatre of Bacchus; it is 
built of large hewn ftone; in the wall of the femicircle, oppofite to the feene, are two 
ai‘ches at an equal diftance from the middle of the theatre: there are thirty arches 
which extend to the eaft from the theatre, they feem to have been an aqueduct, the 
ground is rifen to the fpring of the arches: fome have taken this to be the portico of 
Eumenes, though they do not feem to have been arches of that kind : on the fame fide 
of the hill, towards the fouthpeaft corner, there is a grot cut into the rock about 
twenty feet wide, and twenty-fix long, with a particular fort of Doric frontifpiece: 
the whole is crowned with a work, on which are two inferiptions relating to two vic¬ 
tories gained at the games by two tribes; and the archons mentioned in the inferip¬ 
tions fiiow it to be of great antiquity ; there is a plinth over it as for a ftatue, and on one 
fide on the hill is a ftone cut like a concave dial; to the weft of the front of the grotto 
are two or three niches cut in the rock, probably for ftatues ; and a little higher on 
the hill are two Corinthian pillars; this has been thought to be the grotto in which 
Apollo had his amours with Creufa, daughter of Ere£lheus; but that is defcribed as 
a little below the Propylssum, defcendiiig from the hill, and muft have been either 
at the weft end, or very near it, either on the north or fouth fides, and probably was 
that which in Fanelli’s plan is called the grotto of Nineveh, or rather Niobe, as it is 
caJfedjn a Venetian plan of Acropolis ; fo that this building feems to have been erefted 
on another occafion to fome deity by thofe two trib^ s which had gained the vidlories ^ 
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\lnlers %TC can fuppofe that the way from Acropolis extended all do^Ti the fide of the 
hill; and even then it is not probable that this (hould be that temple, as it is mentioned 
tinder the Propylasuni. 

Further to the eaft, at the fouth-eaft corner of the hill, is that curious fmall 
building, commonly called the iimtem of Demofhhenes ; but it is fiiid to be a temple 
of Hercules, built in alt probability on the occafion of the viftory of the tribe Acamantis, 
when Euainetus was archon, which was in the hundred and eleventh Olympiad, that 
is, in the four hundred and eighteenth year of Rome, as appeared by an infcriptlon 
on the architrave now defaced or hid, the convent of the Capuchins being built round 
the greater part of it; this circular building is of the Corinthian order fluted, having 
fix pillars round it: there are two tripodes cut between the pillars in bas relief j from 
thefe to the folid bafement the wall between them confifts of one Hone ; the architrave 
and fiiexe alfo all round are of one ftone In depth; the cornice is compofed of feven 
ftones, and the whole is crowned with a fingle ftone hollowed within; it is adorned 
on the outfide with leaves, and on the top there is an ornament which is very much 
defaced, but is fomething like a Corinthian capital: the reliefs of combats round the 
frieze, which are alfo defiiGed, are faid by fome to be the labours of Hercules, 

To the fouth-weft of Acropolis is the hill called Areopagus ; it is direftly fouth 
of the temple of Thefeus, and has its name from the trial of Mars there on account 
of the murder of HalHrrhothius; it is a rocky hill not very high. The place of judi¬ 
cature, which was afterwards fixed to that very fpot where Mars was tried, feems to 
have been to the north of the height of the hill j it makes a large femicircle to the 
north, and the fide of the hill that way is fupported by a wall of very lai'ge ftones, 
and makes part of a circle, but does not rife above the ground of the area j to the 
fouth of it in the middle, there is a fort of tribunal, cut in the rock as for a throne, 
with fteps up to it on each fide, and in the middle ; and at feme diftance on each fide 
are four fteps cut in the rock to the higher part of the hill: it was at this place that 
St. Paul would have taught the Athenians (he knowledge of that God whom they 
ignorantly worlliipped. 

To the eaft of the hill of Areopagus is the high hill called the Mufeum, from the 
poet Mufseus, who ufed to rehearfe his verfes there, and was buried on that fpot; 
it is direftly fouth of the theatre of Bacchiis; this place was well fortified by Deme- 
tjius. There ai*e feveral grottos, probably for fepulchres, cut in the rock round it; 
and on the top of the hill are remains of a very magnificent monument of wliite 
marble, which is a proof both of the perfeftion of architefture and fculpture in 
Athens ; it is a finall part of a circle, about fifteen feet wide on the outfide j to 
the fouth there is a bafement about ten feet above the ground, over which on foui* 
ftones feven feet nine inches deep, there are reliefs as big as life; beginning from 
the weft is the figure of a man, then one in a car drawn by foar horfes abreaft led 
by one man, anotlier fingle man; and further to the eaft five men ftand clofe one 
before another ; if the building was perfeH to the eaft, it appears plainly it is ruined 
to the weft, and that a third, and it may be a fourth pilafter is wanting on that fide; 
between the two pillars to the eaft there is an oblong fqiiare niche, in which there 
is, a ftatue fitting, and under it this mfcriptioia BASIAST^: ANTIOXOS BASIAE^X 
A^NTiuxovJ, fuppofed to be the anceftor of the perfon rep refen ted fitting in a larger 
niche to the welt with a femicircular top, under which ftatue is the name of the. 
perfon to wbom this monument is fuppofed to be erefted OIAOITAIinGi: EHt^ANOTS^ 
- K£AET*; it is alfo fuppoled, that to the weft there was another niche and ftatue 
of fome other anceftor of this perfon j the other fide of this building was adorned. 
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with Corinthian pitafters correfponding to thefe, two of them only remaining; on 
one fide of the pilafters, between the ftatues, is a Latin infcription to the honour of 
Antiochus Philopappus; and though this infcription is imperfeQ;, yet it may be ga¬ 
thered from it that he was a conful, and preferred to the praetorian order by Trajan: 
probably this monument is the fame as that mentioned by PauTanias, only under the 
name of a Syrian j who might fome way or other derive his pedigree from the kings of 
Syria of the name of Antiochus. 

At fome little diftance to the eaft on the plain there is a fountain, which may be 
Enneacrunos; and further eaft are the remains of the city of Adrian, as it is called on, 
a magnificent gate to it, which is like a triumphal arch ; it had alfo the name of new 
Athens, and I found an infcription to the honour of Adrian, put up, it may be, by the 
council and people of the citizens of both cities; though it is to be looked on as apart 
of Athens; it being only a compliment to give it the name of the emperor. This* 
gate, which fronts to the weft and eaft is of the Corinthian order, and very magnificent; 
the capitals of the pilafters are very particular. This little city of Adrian probably 
confifted only of a few public buildings erefled by him, and was enclofed by a wall 
built with buttrefles, extending from the gate to the fouth, and it may be as far to 
the north j there are no other remains of this city, except fome very magnificent 
fluted Corinthian pillars to the number of feventeen, being fix feet in diameter, and 
confifting of fixteen ftones in the lhaft, each about three feet deep; by meafuring tha'r 
diftances, I could fee that there were fix rows, and about twenty pillars in each, 
which make in all a hundred and twenty; and Paufanius fays, there were a hundred 
and twenty pillars of Phrygian marble in that temple, which was built to Jupiter 
Panellenius, and Juno, and to all the gods. The grand gate does not feem to have 
correfponded to this Wilding, as it is not parallel with the pillars; fo that probably 
this gate led to the library and gymnafium adjoining to the temple, in which he fays 
there were a hundred pillars of Libyan marble: on two of the pillars there is a wall 
built with three paffages in it, one over another, and openings at the fides like windows 
and doors, which have made fome imagine, that the palace of Adrian was built on thofe 
high pillars, which would indeed have been a very bold wtork j but this wall appears 
to be modern, being built, as may be feen, after part of the entablature was broken 
down j and they pretend to fay, that fome hermit lived in that airy building. 

To the fouth of this part of the city, near the bed of the Iliffus, there is a ftanding 
water, and two ruined conduits, which they call the fountain CaUirrhoe, and on the height, 
on-the other fide of the I litTus, are remains of a beautiful finall temple, which is almoft 
entire, and was the temple of Ceres Chloe; it is built of very white marble, the walls 
being of one Hone in thicknefs, the front is to the weft, and had, I fuppofe, four pillars 
before the portico j the culhion of the bafe is fluted horizontally ; and the work of 
the bafe ranges round the temple and the infid e of the portico ; there were four fteps 
all round on the outfide; this temple was converted into a Greek church; but it is 
not now ufed by the Chriftians. There is no water in the bed of the antient river 
Iliflus, except when the winter torrents run from the mountains, the waters being 
diverted above to their gardens and olive trees: continuing along to the nonh by the 
bed of this river, we came to a large bridge over it of hewn ftone, confifting of four 
arches, each twenty feet wide : on the weft end of it is the front of a building, which 
they fay, is the remains of a nunnery that was on the bridge before the Turks had 
polfeflion of the country. This bridge leads to the Circus, on the foot of mount 
Hymettus above half a mile from the city; it was about two hundred and feventy 
paces long, and fixty-two wide j the feats were built up the fide of the hill, but 
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nothing remains of jt, except a fmall part of the waU on each fide of the entrance. On 
one fide, towards the further end, is a paflage up to the height over it, hollowed 
through the rock, which feems to have been done for the fcke of bringing theftone; 
though the common people fay, that the conquered at the games went off that way, 
not to have the difgrace to return in the face of the people. 

Near a mile to the north-well is mount Anchefmus,, called St. Georgio, from a 
church on it of that name j what is commonly taken for Anchefmus, is a fmall high 
rocky hill, about a mile to the north north-eall of Athens ; though it is probable that 
the whole chain of low hills which runs to the north between the two rivers went by 
that name. On the loot of this hill towards the town are two Ionic pillars, fupporr- 
ing their entablature, each of them conlills of two Hones in the Ihaft, which rife about 
fourteen feet above the ground, and are two feet four inches in diameter. On the 
eaftern pillar are figns of the fpring of an arch, fo that it is to be fuppofed an arch 
was turned from it, and that there were two pillars on the other fide; it is probable 
that on this arch was the remaining part of the infcription, w'hich, if it were perfedl, 
is fuppofed to fignify that Antoninus Pius finifhed theaqueduft in new Athens, which 
was begun by Adrian ; for this feems to have been a portico to a refervoir, of which 
I thought I faw fome figns, there being an area cut’to the north into the hill, with 
fome little remains of the wall round it about forty feet wide, and a hundred long ; 
the water was probably brought round the hill to this place, it may be from the Iliffus; 
and from this refervoir it might run on arches to the new city of Adrian. 

Going from the houfe of the Englilh conful, at the north-viell foot of Acropolis, I 
law in a private yard remains of an antient wall of hewTi Hones, one tier laid fiat, and the 
other fet up an end alternately, which might be part of the old Prytaneum. To the 
north of Acropolis in the city there are remains of a wall of hewn Hone, which polfibly 
might be the temple of Venus Urania. What is commonly called the Temple of 
Winds, is an oftagon building, and remains entire, but the ground has rifen within a 
foot of the top of the door, which is next to the flreet; it was called by the antients 
the Oftagon Tower of Winds, and was built by Andronicus Cyrrheftes ; there was a 
weather-cock to it, which was a triton that turning round, with a wand pointed to the 
wind that blew; the top of it confifts of a finall round ftone about three feet in 
diameter, againft which there refts a number of ftone flabs all round, which are about 
two feet wide at bottom, and diminilh towards ^he top; the finall pillars which 
fupport the cornice within are of the fame fluted Doric order w'hich is feen in the other 
buildings here: there is an entablature on the outfide, and below the two faces of 
the architrave are the figures of the winds larger than life in mezzo relievo; the fpace 
they take up as they are in a flying pofture, being about three feet and a half in 
depth. The creator of Raphael moving over the elements in his paintings in the 
Vatican gallery, is fomething iii this tafte; over every one, in the face of the architrave, 
is cut the name of the wini in Greek; and each wind has fome emblem relating to 
one of the eight different feafons of the year, which feera to intimate that fuch a 
wind commonly reigns at that time; fo that dividing the year into eight parts, allowing 
fix weeks to each feafon, and beginning with K.'tIKIAS, or the north-eaft, and with 
the month of Oftober ; this wind has a plate of olives in its hand, though I could 
not fee it diftinftly, by reafon that a tree grows before it j this is the feafon for olives, 
which in antient times, as well as now, were the great revenue of Athens: the next is 
BOPEAS, or the north wind, which has a Ihell in its hand to. Ihew the power and 
dominion of the fea at that time: SKIPiiN, the north-weft, is pouring water out of 
a vafe, being a rainy wind ; ZE^TPOS, the weft, has a lap full of flowers, being a wind 
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that reigns part of February and March : NOTOZ, the fouth ; this and the follow-ing 
are hid by the houfes built againft them ; it probably may have later flowers, as Arty 
the fouth-wefl:, may have early fruits: ETPOS, the fouth-eaft, holds its garment as if it 
were vidndy ; and AnHAIfiTHE, the eaft, has in the garment the latter fruits, apples, 
peaches, pomegranates, oranges and lemons : fome of the antients called this the fun- 
dial, there having been on every fide, below thefe figures, a dial, of which the lines are 
now feen. The figures of the winds are a great iniiance of the boldnefs of defigning, 
and of the perfection of fculpture at the time this building was ereCted. 

Within the prel'ent town are the remains of a portico of four pillars fupporting a 
pediment; it is of that fluted Doric order already deferibed: this is commonly called 
the temple of Auguftus, and tliere is an infeription on the architrave of the time of 
the Roman emperors; it is fo defaced I could not copy it, but it is faid to be to the 
honour of Caius, though the building without doubt is of a much older date, on what 
occafion foever that infeription was put up: near it on a long ftone, which might be the 
fide of the door-cafe, is that famous law of Adrian, concerning the cuftom to be paid 
on the oil of Athens, 

The moll magnificent and beautiful piece of architeClure in this city is feen^ in the 
remains of a building, which is laid to be the temple of Jupiter Olympius; which was 
a very antient temple, faid by fome to have been built by Deucalion, but it was very 
much adorned and improved by Adrian; and what remains leem? to be a building of 
that emperor’s time ; the ruins of a very large enclofure confirm that it is part of tliis 
temple; for it was four ftadia or five hundred geometrical paces in circumference; the 
three pillars which ftand together are fluted ; and the lower part filled with cablins of 
reeds, is of one ftone, and the upper part of another, fo joined, that it is not eafily 
difeerned that they are of two ftones; the other pillars are plain, of one ftone, and 
have a very grand appearance ; I faw a rough wall to the weft extending above a 
hundred yards to the north, and in one part there is a femicircular tower. 

The temple ofThefeus is on the outfide of the town to the weft, being to the north 
of Areopagus, and to the north-weft- of Acropolis; it is exaflly the fame kind of 
architecture as the temple of Minei va; two fteps go all round the building. The 
pillars in the portico or pronaos to the weft are four inches above the bottom of the 
others, and it had fuch a portico to the eaft, for at that diftance I faw there had be'en a 
wall; the Greeks having, I fuppofe, deftroyed the eaft end to make the femicircular 
place for the altar. In the front between the triglyphs are mezzo relievos of fingle 
combats, being the aftions ofThefeus; and from the corner on each fide are four fuch 
reliefs; and in the front within there are fine reliefs on the architrave, which is con¬ 
tinued from the front of the portico or pronaos to the fide pillars ; to the weft are the 
battles of the Lapithte and the Centaurs; to the eaft are perfons fitting and others com¬ 
bating ; all in a fine tafte, and of excellent -n'orkmanfliip. 

Of the three ports of Athens, Phalereus and Munychia were to the eaft of a fmall 
promontory, and the Pyrseeum to the weft of it; the latter is much frequented, being a 
well enclofed port with a narrow entrance, and about a mile in circumference; it is called 
by the Greeks Porto Drago, and by the Italians Porto Leone, from a ftatue of a lion that 
was there, which is now "before the arfenal at Veiiice: the foundations of a wall are fecn 
from the Pyraeeura to Athens, which probably is that called Macrotychi, which was 
built in fo much hafte by Themiftocles. 

At Athens I was recommended to the Englilli conful, who was a Greek; he accom¬ 
modated me m his houfe, and introduced me to the waiwode, to whom I made a very 
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handfome prefent; and on fhewing my firman, he faid, he vr^ there . to obey the 
grand fignior s commands ^ fo that I faw every thing in and about Athens with the 
utmoft freedom* . 


Chai\ XL — Of Eleufis^ Megara^ and the IJibmm of CormlB, 

WE fet Out on the fourth of September for Leffina, and travelled in that road 
which w^as called the Sacred Way^ becaufe they went by it in proceflion to the temple 
of Ceres and Proferpine ; at the firfl: entering in between the hills, above a league from 
Athens, we pafled by a large convent, and afterwards near an oblong fquare building 
wdth buttrefles round it, which feenied to be a ciftern, and in half an hour came to a 
ruin on the right, which might be a finall temple, there being many niches cut in the 
perpendicular rock of the mountain which is near it; this may be fome remains of the 
temple of Ceres, Proferpine, Minerva and Apollo, which is mentioned in this part by 
Paulanias- Faffing the hills we went clofe by the fea, in a road cut on the fide of the 
hill, and came into the plain, having a fait lake to the right, which, without doubt, is 
fome remains of the channels called Rheti, from which a fait water ran into the fea j 
infomuch that fome were of opinion that the flream came from the Euripus of Euboea t 
thefe were the bounds between the territories of the Athenians and Eleufinians* The 
Cephiflus ran through the Eleufmian territories, and is faid to have overflowed Eleufis, 
fo that it muft be on this fide of the hills, though I did not obferve any river, and 
probably it is only a winter torrent which fpreads itfelf over the plain. There are 
many other fables of thefe parts relating to Ceres, Proferpine and Trlptolenius, as 
Eleufis is faid to be the fcence of their ftory. To the north-eaft in the way to Bceotia 
was Plataea, where the array of Xerxes was routed by Paufanias, Having pafled the 
Jake, and coming towards the bay, I faw fome broken pillars both towards the fea and 
to the right; this might be the place called Erineon, from which, ihey fay, Pluto 
carried Proferpine to his infernal regions; for it is mentioned as near the Cephiffus, 
We turned to the fouth into the plain of Eleufis, which extends about a league every 
way; it is probably the plain called Rarion, where, they fay, the firft corn was fowed*. 
Ihere is a long hill which divides the plain, extending to the eaft within a mile of 
the fea, and on the fouth fide is not half a mile from it; at the eaft end of this hill the 
antient Eleufis was fituated ; about a mile before we came to it, I faw the ruins of a 
fniall temple to the eaft, wliich might be that which was built at the threfliing floor 
of Triptolemus. In the plain, near the north foot of the hill, are many pieces of ftoiita 
and pillars, which probably are the remains of the temple of Diana Propyl aea, which wai 
before the gate of the city ; and at the north foot of the hill, on an advanced ground, 
there are many imperfed ruins, pieces of pillars and entablatures ; and doubtlefs it is 
the fpot of the temple of Ceres and Proferpine : I here few the feme fort of Doric 
capitals as tliofe at Athens, except that they had only three lifts in the quarter round 
of the capital, and probably are very antient. I few likewife n-fiiie Ionic capital, and one 
of a pilafter of the Corinthian order, which probably belonged to fome later improve¬ 
ments of the temple. All up the eaft end of the hill are ruins, and on the top of it 
are many ciftems cut down into the rock in the fiiape of jars to receive the rain 
water; and to the weft on a hlglier part of the hill are remains of a tower; there 
is a ruin in the plain to the fouth, probably of the temple of Neptune; there are alfo 
two other ruins to the eaft, whicli are not far apart ; one of them might be the temple 
of Triptoletnus, and the other the well of Callichorus, where the women ufed to dance 
and fingin honour of the fapreme goddefe of the places To the weft are the foun* 
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dations of a pate of the city of grey marble, and a little further there is a fine trunk of 
a ftatue of a fiieep with a curling fleece divided down the back; being the beait which 
was facrificed to Ceres: at the temple of Ceres I faw the large bnft or upper part of 
a flatue, fuppofed to have been defigned for that goddefs; it is fo large that it meamred 
at the Ihoufders five feet and a half broad; there is a circular fort ot ornament on the 
head above two feet deep, the middle part of which is adorned with foliages of oak, as 
mentioned by travellers, but the face is much disfigured ; 1 faw allo what I took to be 
an altar of -/rey marble, cut like a bafon and funk into the ground ; it is probably of the 
Taurobole kind for facrifices, in the fame manner, as fev^al others I have feen. 
The prefent poor village of Leffina is inhabited only by a few Greek iamilies. 

Goinff on to Megara, which is fituated with regard to Eleulis'as this is to Athens, 
and about the fame diftance, we went to the weft of the long hill that divides the 
plain, and on the fouth fide of it came to a fpring near the fea, the water of which 
is not good; it has been fuppofed to be the well Antlienon, at which Ceres fiit down 
to repofe herfelf after the fatigue flie had undergone in fearching after Proforpine 
Pafling to the fouth over hills near the fea, we turned to the weft into the plain of 
Megara, which extends about three leagues to the weft, and may be a league wide j 
on the fouth fide it has for half way thofe hills which were called mount Nilus, at 
the eaft end of which Megara was fituated ; the other part of the plain is bounded to 
the fouth by a chain of lower hills extending eaftward to the fra, being a little more 
to the north than mount Nifus : to the fouth of thefe laft hills is another pl^n» 
is to the eaft of Megara, and extends about a league every way ; at the eaft imd ot it 
is the port of Megara called Nifea, from the founder of it, Nifus, . the fon ot Pandimi 
king of Megara. Megara was partly on a hill, and partly on the pJam to the eatt, 
where there are remains of two towers of a gate of grey marble, on which is that 
curious infcription relating to the public games* The city walls appear to have been 
built from north to fouth up the hill; on which there was a famous temple of Ceres: 
to the fouth of the city are remains of aTmall round budding ci&d with large pie^ 
of grey marble, on which there are feveral Greek infcriptions, that are much deiaced f 
and though Paufanias gives an account of a great number of public buildings at 
yet there are no other remains of them. They find here fevei'al medals, molt or 
which were ftruck in the city* The whole bay beuveen the Morea and Attica, had 
the name of Saronicus, and is now called the gulpb of Engia, from the luand of that 
name, the old iEgina: the ifiand Colouri, the antient Salamis, extends from “le head 
of land towards the port of Athens to the old promontory Minoa, which is fouth or 
Megara; Ajax was king of it, who fent his troops and twelve fliips to the 
Troy. To the north of Megai'a about a league, are feveral old churches, the place 
being called Palaichoro, or the old village, and is fuppofed by fome to be Rhus, men¬ 
tioned by Paufanias; Euclid was of this place, and his fchool was kept here, his dilcipics 

being called Megarici* * * j r h 

We left Megara on the eighth, afcended the high hills to the fouth, and faw to the 
weft under us the noith-eaft bay of the gulph of Lepanto, formerly called the bay o 
Corinth^ and confequently we were on the Ifthmus of Corinth, which is in Acna^* 
I'he little bay before-mentioned is made by a head of land, which extends to the 
weft from the eaft end of the gulph, on the fouth fide of which is the port or Argiiio . 
Cromyon was on the other fide ot the Ifthmus. The rocks Scironides were about this 
place, where a famous robber Saron attacked people in the road, and threw them down 
the rocks; but Thefeus took this robber, and ferved him in the fame manner, thro\^g 
him into the fea j and the poets feign that his bones became rocks 5 it is probable 
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might be another road nearer the fea, for this we went in was at leaft a mile diftant 
from it- On the eafl: fide, on the top of the mountains, we came to a narrow pafs, 
where Scira might attack the travellers. Adrian is faid to have made this way broad 
enough for two chariots; to the eafl: of this was cape Minoa. We went on winding 
round the high hills, drfcended to a rivulet, and afcending again, came to a fine 
fountain on the hill, with three bafons full of water; it is called Brifimiguifi. We 
at laft defcended to that low ground, which is properly the Ifthmus; the narrowefl: 
part of it feemed to be towards the north end between a bay on each fide; and it is 
probable that with the help of machines they drew their veffels by land acrofs that 
part to Schcenus. A ridge of very low rocks run acrols the Ulhmus, near the firft 
entrance of it, then at a little diftance appear like ruins j and further on is the canal, 
which was begun to be dug acrofs it, where one fees the bank of earth that was 
thrown up on each fide; it extends about half a mile from the weft;; and where they 
left off, I faw plainly the ground was very rocky, which doubtlefs made them defift 
from their enterprize, though it is faid that the oracle at Delphi advifed them againft 
' it; the perfons who at different times endeavoured to make this canal were Alexander, 
Pitfas, Demetrius, Csefar, Caligula, Nero, and Herodes of Athens- Further to the 
north, about the middle of the Iflhraus, runs a final! ftream from the eafl:, and to the 
fouth of it is a very high fleep bank, en which are remains of the wall that was built 
acrofs the Ifthraus by the Greek emperor Emanuel in one thoufand four hundred and 
thirteen, and was demoUflied by Amurath the fecond in one thoufand four hundred 
twenty-four, but rebuilt by the Venetians in one thoufand four hundred and fixty- 
three j this wall might go to the port Cencrea j but the prefent port of Corinth on 
the weftem gulph, which was called LechKum, is at a great diftance from it, and on 
the fouth fide of the gulph: this part was called Exarailia, becaufe it was fix miles 
broad ; and there is a village to the fouth-eaft which now bears that name j notwitlv 
ftanding the Ifthmus is not above four Englifh miles wide, but it is to be confidered 
that the Greek miles were very ftiort; at the end of this wall by the fea there are. 
great remains of a large fquare caftle, but I could fee nothing like a theatre, which 
leems to have been in another place. In the road to Corinth there was a temple of 
Neptune, and it is laid, that the theatre and the ftadium built of white ftone, were in 
the way to the temple, being on part of mount Genius, called alfo the mount of 
temples, from the great number there were on it; as the temples of Bacchus, Pluto,, 
Diana, and many others: here was alfo a foreft of pine trees, with which the viftors 
at the games were crowned. I fuppofe thefe public buildings were on the foot of 
the hills to the fouth, foraewhere about the village Examiie: it was here the famous 
Ifthmian games were held every luftrum or five years, inftituted by Thefeus in honour 
of PiiltEmon, or Portunus, to which all the people of Greece reforted; and thefe- 
games, without doubt, anlwered fome end of trade; for which this place was fo well-, 
fituated on both feas 5 which made Corinth fo flourifliing a place, 

Chap.-XII. — Of the Morea in general} and of Corinth.- 

THE Morea was firft called Argos, from the city of that name ; it was afterwards 
called Apia, from Apis the third king of the Argives ; and then Peloponnefus from 
Pelops king of Phrygia j and laftly the Morea, becaufe, as it is faid, the figure of 
it refembles the leaf of a mulberry-tree. It is computed to be about a hundred and 
feveniy miles lon^, a hundred broad, and fix hundred miles in circumference going 
round the bays: it is now governed by a palha,. and in the time of the Venetians was 

divided 
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divided lato four parts j Chiaienza, containing Achaia ; Belvedere, in which 
Elis and Meflfenia; Zaconit or Maina, wdiich \Yas the old Laconia and Arcadia ; 
mid laftly, Sacania, wliich was tlie country of Argos* The Morea is mountainous, 
but the country on the fea and in the vales between the mountains is very rich, and 
produces a great quantity of corn, oil, and fdk, the latter chiefly about Miflhra and 
the country of Calabrita, through which the Alpheus runs. 

From the lower part of the Ifihmus there is an aicent up a fteep bank to a higher 
ground, on wliicli Corinth rtaiids near the fouth*weft part of the Ifthmus, a fmali 
mile to the fouth of thegulph of Lepmito, and to the north of the high moimtams, and 
rather to the north-weft of that high hill called Acrocorintbus, on which the citadel 
was built. Corinth was fiifl called Ephyra, and was built by Sifyphus, fon of ^olus; 
it was deflroycd by the Romans in the Achalc war, but was rebuilt by Julius Csefai\ 
and made a Roman colony ; the common people now call it Cortho : at prefent there 
are very little remains to be feen in this great city. There are fome ruins of walls 
towards the port which was called Lechseum, there having been walls on each fide of 
the road leading to it: this port is faid to have been two miles from the city, though 
I fliould not have computed it to be above one. Cenchrese alfo, now called Kecreh, 
was computed as eight miles diftant. The antient city feems to have been on the 
fpot of the prefent town, and to the weft of it in the plain; without the town to the 
north there are great ruins of a large building of very thick walls of brick, which 
might be antient baths, or the foundation of fome great building ; for I obferved, 
that the rooms which are arched are very fmali: at the fouth-weft corner of the town 
are twelve fluted Doric pillars about five feet in diameter, and very fliort in proportion, 
refting on a fquare bafe, as I obferved one of them, the bafes of the others being 
under ground j they feem to be much older than thofe of Athens, and differ from 
them in the capital; for inftead of a quarter round below the fquare member at top, 
there is a quarter of an oval j and five inches below the capital are three angular 
channels round the pillar, and below thefe the flutes begin. If I miftake not, they 
are all of one ftone, except that the upper part of the fhaft down to the flutes is of 
die fame ftone as the capital. There are feven pillars to the fouth, and five to the 
weft, counting the comer pillars Uvice : there is one pillar without a capital near them, 
which is as high as the architrave over the others. The prefent town is very fmali, 
and more like a village : they have an export of corn, and fome oiL The caftle on 
Acrocorinthus is kept in repair, and fo ftrong that it ftood out a fiege of four months 
by ail the Turkifh army : in it is the fountain Pirene, facred to the Mufes, from which 
it is faid Bellerophon took Pegafus whilli he was drinking; which is doubtlefs the 
reafon why ufually the reverfe of their medals was Pegafus, and fometimes with 
Bellerophon on him. It is fiiid that the city walls went to the top of this high hill, that 
is, probably the walls on both fides of the city were continued up to the caftle : I faw 
no other ruins that I could make any thing of: fo little is now reni^iining of that city, 
which was formerly fo famous for its architefture, fculpture, and paintings. 

Chap. XIII, — Of the gidph of Lepanio^ and Patras* 

THE gulph of Lepanto, formerly called the bay of Corinth, is about four leagues 
wide in the broadeft part, and, they fay, it is a hundred miles long j but the whole 
length from Corinth to the caftle of the Morea at the entrance of it, is computed but 
twenty-two hours travelling, at lefs than three miles an hour, fo that at the moft it 
cannot be above fixty miles. On the north fide of this bay were the countries of 
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Phocis, Locris, Ozolae and ^tolia; AnfiHo is the firft port'to the eaft, which might 
be Pagas of the territory of Megara; it is fituated to the fouth of a cape which extends 
to the weft from the Ifthmus. In the length of Phocis tlaere are three great moun¬ 
tains, which ftretch to the fea j the eaftern one is called Livadoftro, being Ibuth fouth- 
weft of Thebes ; the next to the weft is Zogara, and is the old Helicon to the fouth 
of Livadia; and the third is lapora, which is mount Parnafllis, and is to the north, of 
Sal one *: Corinth is eight hours, probably near twenty miles both from Argos and 
Napoli Romania, which was Naupolia the port of Argos, and it is" about double the 
diftance from Leondari, the antient Megalopolis, which was the capital of Arcadia. 

We fet out from Corinth to Patras on the ninth, by a road which is on the fouth 
fide of the gulph of Patras: about four miles from Corinth there is a river, which 
may be the Afopus, and a mile further another, which probably is the Nemea, de- 
fcribed as near Sicyon, which was on a rifing ground to the fouth, a village called 
Vafilica is now on that fpot j Sicyonia was a diftinct territory from that of Corinth, 
but both of them were in Achaia Proper; about fix miles further there is a ruin on 
a high hill, which may be .ffigira, faid to be a mile from the fea, and on a hill; 
many places are mentioned along tliis coaft, of which I could find no remains, only 
about feven miles further I faw a piece of a thick wall on the fea ihore, which appeared 
as if it had fallen down, where poffibly Helice might have been, faid to be overflowed 
by the fea; about ten miles to the eaft of the caftles, is a fmall town and port called 

^ Ton TQilea nortli well of ArgUio is Ifola bona, where there is a good port, and it has a convent tm 
it ^ five miles from this is Ifola delli Afml, which is uninhabited and woody* it is oppofitc to Dibrena; 
tire hay in this ifland is called Diporti having two ports. Five miles to the weft is the port called Liva- 
dioftro* which is the port of Thebes, being about twelve miles diftant from it acrofs the mountains; and 
fixty miles from that* according to their domputatiou, is the great bay Prefpida, which is the port of 
Xvlvadia, being about twelve miles from that city. This bay l^as tliree ports in it, Jbivadia to the north, 
l.afigicra to the weft, where tliere is a rivulet* and St. Cedro to the caft ; it is probable that one of thefe 
■was the antient Mychos : ten miles from this was the gi-eat bay of Salona* which has many ports in it, 
and is under mount Parnaftus: this bay was called CriilECUS: Cirrha ■^vas on the weftern promontory of it, 
and gave name to the cape 5 it might be at a ruined place called Faiiaica: on the oppolite promontory 
was Anticyra famous for hellebore i to the north of 'which was McdeoiL Crifta was on this bay* I 
fuppofe at the bottom of it: and about fix miles to the north is Saloua* thought to be Amphiffa in Locris. 
Chalieon alfo in Locris was north of CrifTa; to tlie north of which w^as Delphi, now called Caftri, about 
eight miles weft of Salona: to the weft of tliis was the country of the Locri Ozolae* of fmall extent, and 
BO places of note in it 5 but it is probable, that the three following ports were in that country: Vidavi is 
five miles weft of the bay of Salona, which might be Ocneon ; and five miles from that is Tiruli* which 
may be Oeanthc; ten miles from this is St. Nicola* oppoftte to w hich is the ifland of Sliifonie* which 
is about thirty miles from Lepanto, the antient NaupaAus in jEtolia, fiLuatcd on the ilde of a hill at the 
firft entrance of the narrow palfage out of the gulph, which is not two leagues wide ; this was in the hands 
of the V.cnetians when they had the Morea. About three miles to the weft is a low point cf laud* 
the old' promontory Aiitirrhium at the entrance of the gulph on wliicb the caftle of Romcli is 
fituated, which was alfifiii pofTeffioii of the Venetians, who near this place beat the Turks in a fea fight 
ill Onethoufand live hundred and feventy-one. There is a regular tide here* which at full moon nfes abcut 
three feet in the gulph. .^tolia was bounded to the weft by the river Achelous, wliicli probably is the 
river Afpero, and empties itfclf oppofite to the Curzolari iilands | to the w^eft of this was another river 
called Lvenus* which may be the river Apliidare* near a cape of that name: between thefc tw’o rivers 
was ^tolia proper j iEtolia adjedta being to the eaft of the Evenus, which was part of the country of 
the Locri* and is the rcafon. why Ptolemy places Naupa£lus, and fome other parts under the Locri, 
The Achelous alfo waiss die bounds of Achaia the Roman province* which compreliended under it Doris^ 
the Locri* and Opimtii, as well as Pliocis* Bceotia, and Attica. Between the two foremcniioned rivers 
Was Pleurou near the fea, at the foot of mount Aracinthus, which may be the mountain called Galata ; 
at the eaftern foot of which is the village Galata, and has been thought to be Calydon* which was tlie 
antient JEolls ; but as this was on the river Evenus, it ought to be looked for more to the weft; 
Between this and Pleuron was Olenus; about twenty miles from the caftle^, there is a port much fre¬ 
quented called Mefialongi, 
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Vortitza, which probably was where the council of all Achaia was held; 

its country is faid to be watered by two rivers ; the Phoenix;, probably in a beautiful 
little plain a league to the fouth-eaft of it, and the Meganitas, which may be the river 
that falls into the fea to the eaft of the town, and has a large bridge over it; at the 
weft end of the town 1 faw a min of a fmall aotient building, and in the front of an 
old church a fine relief of a lion feizing a horfe. Four miles to the weft Rhypa:, 
faid to be above the military way,, and fo probably was at fome diftance from the 
fea towards the mountains : further to the weft was port Erineus, probably the port 
ofLambiriofour miles weft ofVortitza. The port Panormus was oppofite to Nau- 
paftus; and now there is a port called Tekeh over-againft Lepanto ; it is three miles 
to the eaft of the caftles, which are built on the promontory called Rhyum^ and alfo 
Drepanum, being a flat point, which is not a league from the oppofite caftle; this is 
called the caftle of the Morea and of Patras, being about four miles to the north of 
the town of Patras, in the middle between them is a port called Laia. 

Patras was firft called Aroe, then Patra, and being made a Roman colony by 
Auguftus, it had the name of Colonia Augufta Aroe Patreafis, and fo it is ftyled on 
the coins of the city: the reverfe being a man ploughing with a yoke of oxen. It had 
its fecond name from Pater, fon of Preugenes, who made great improvements in the 
city, and there are medals with his head and name, and the fame reverfe as the otliers, 
Auguftus fent to Patra many of thofe who aflifted him in gaining the victory of Aflium, 
There were feveral temples in this city, and one near it to Diana Triclafia, with a grove, 
to whom a young man and virgin were yearly facrificed, in expiation of the crime 
of two young perfons, who, in the time of Diana, married againft the will of their 
parents. The city is at the fouth-weft foot of the hill of the caftle, on winch it is 
fuppofed the firft antient city was built; it is about a quarter of a mile from the fea, 
and more than a mile in circumference. There are fonie liiiall ruins, probably of a 
Circus, which on one fide feem to have had the advantage of a rifing ground for 
the feats; and acrofs a bed of a torrent to the eaft of the caftle are remains of two 
aqiiedudls, the fouthem one is built of very thick walls of brick, and is entirely de- 
ftroyed, the other is ftanding, confifting of two tier of arches one over another. Near 
the fea there is a large uninhabited convent, where, they fay, they have the body of 
St. Andrew in a ftone tomb, to which they pay great devotion, and fhew a little cell 
near the church, which is half under ground, where, they fay, the Apoftle lived, 
who converted thefe people to Chriftianity, and was niartyred here at a place they 
pretend to lliew on a raifed ftone work about thirty feet fquare, which feems to be 
the crown of an arch that is under ground. They have here an archblfhop and twelve 
parilh churches, to each of which there belong about eighty Chriftian families; and 
there are four other churches. There are about two hundred and fifty Turkifli 
families, who are not the beft fort of people, and the others of that profeflion in the 
Morea may be ranked with them ; there are about ten families of Jews, The air of 
this place is exceedingly unhealthy in the fummer, as it is almoft all round the Morea, 
except that on the eaftern fide it is not fo bad; but Patras and Corinth are moft 
remarkable for bad air, infomuch that labourers will not live here in fummer, but 
come from abroad, and ftay during the winter months. There is a fine plain to the 
fouth of the town covered with olive trees; the fruit of which produce only a thin oil 
fit for clothiers, and is fent to France, They alfo export filk; and from the ports 
near, efpecially in the gulph, they carry a great quantity of corn to Chriftendom, 
though it is prohibited, 'Fhey have alfo tobacco for their own confumption, but 
about the gulph there is a ftrong fort ufed for liiuff, and exported for that purpofe. 
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They have here many gardens of oranges^ lemons, and citrons j and the town and 
country are well fupplied with all forts of goods by the fliops which axe in this city. 
The Englilh conful-general of the Morea refides in this city, but the French conllil 
lives in Modon, and has a vice-conful here. The Venetians and Dutch alfo have 
their confuls, it being a road where many fliips come to anchor, efpecially thofe which 
trade iiito the gulph, and to fome ports near, Patras is reckoned twenty leagues from 
Cephalenia, thirty from Zatith, and forty from Corfu, from which ifland to Otranto 
in Italy it is near as many more, though from the neareft point it is computed only 
twenty leagues, which is the fhort paflage they make from Patras and Corfu with their 
row boats. 

To the fouth of Patras, at a diftance from the fea, was Pharse, which might be at 
Saravalle about a league from Patras under the mountains, where there is an old 
caftle. Further to the fouth was the river Pirus, which probably is the Lefca that 
waters the plain. To the fouth of this was Olenus, founded by Olenus, fon of Vulcan, 
which is fuppofed to be Camiiiitza, about twelve miles from Patinas ; it is faid to have 
beaa near the river Melas, which miift be the river Caminitza, Beyond this there is 
a cape of low land, which extends a great way into the fea, making two heads, one 
ftretching to the north-weft, and is called cape Baba ; the other extends further to the 
weft, and has the name of cape Chiarenza, where there is no town or village, only 
a cuftom houfe; this is fuppofed to be cape Araxus: on the fouth fide of this cape 
towards the eaft, tliere is a ruined place, called by the Greeks old Achsea ; this feems 
to be Dyme, a Roman colony, which was five miles to the north of the Larifius 
tliat mull be the river Gaftoimeh, on which tliere is a town of that name: this river 
was the bounds between Achaia and Elis, as the Alpheus was between this and Mef- 
fenia, the latter is fuppofed to be the Orpheo, about thirty miles fouth of the Gaf- 
touneh. The poets feign that Alpheus purfuing Arethufa, was turned into this river, 
Arethufa being metamorphofed into a fountain which ran under ground, and broke out 
near Syracufe in Sicily; and that the river Alpheus porfued her immixed through 
the lea, and joined her at that ftream, they alfo add that any thing put into the Alpheus, 
appeared at that fountain- This is the river which Hercules is faid to have turned, 
in order to clean tlie /tables of Augeas, king of Elis, which held three thoufand oxen, 
and had not been cleaned in thirty years. 

They have wolves, jackals, and fome linxes on the mountains of the Morea, It is 
computed that this country has in it about a hundred thoufand Chriftiaiis, feventy 
thoufand having been fold when the Turks took it from the Venetians, who held it 
only twenty-five years ; it then flourifhed more ui people, being now thinly inhabited, 
though at prefent it has rather the advantage in a free trade, the Venetians not having 
permitted any thing to be exported but to Venice j whereas it would rather feem to 
have been more politic to have given a new conquered country all the advantages of 
a free trade- 

The part of the Morea called Mama, from a town of that name, is divided into 
the upper and lower, from which the inhabitants have the name of Maniots, living 
among thofe inacceflible mountains, which are the antient mount Taygetus, where 
they have always preferred their liberty. To each part they have a captain or head, 
and tliefe are generally at war with one another, and fomedmes a pretender fets up, 
and caufes a civil war. The upper Maina is to the weft of the river Eurotas; the 
inhabitants of this part are the more favage people, and come little abroad; thofe 
of the lower Maina to the eaft, extending to the gulph of Coron, and near to Calamita 
are more .civilized, go abroad to Calamita, and pay only a fmall poll tax when they 
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are caught out, but the people dare not injure them. Their country produces 
nothing but wood, and ali their export is of the large acorn, with its cup, which,is 
fent to Italy for tanning; fo they go into the neighbouring parts, and labour the 
land for a proportion of the produce, and will pay nothing to die grand fignior* 

It is faid that any one recommended to then* captain might travel in thofe parts 
very fecurely. 

Chap. XIV. — Of the if and of Ccphalenia. 

AT Patras I embarked for Meflina in Sicily on the twentieth of October, and we^ 
were obliged by contrary winds to put into the port of ArgoftoH on the fouth fide 
of Cephalenia, lliis ifland is called by Homer Samos and Same; it is computed to 
be a hundi'ed and feventy miles in circumference, and is about three or four leagues 
to the north of Zanth. C. Antonius returning from exile came to this ifland, and 
began to build a city ; but was recalled before it was finiflied. Marcus FuMus, after 
he had conquered the JEtolians, took this ifland \ the city of Same fuftaining a fiege 
of four mouths, Cephalema was given to the Venetians in One tlioufand two hun¬ 
dred and twenty-four ; it was taken by the Turks in One tlioufand four hundred and 
feventy-nine, and retaken in One thoufand four hundred and ninety-nine; it has in 
it about fixty villages, Sam^ was to the eatl of the illand, and was deftroyed by the 
Romans j ^terwards there was a town there called Cephalenia, To the north is 
the port Fifcardo, and to the fouth a very fine harbour called Argofloli: at the 
further end of it is a town of the fame name, which is the capital ‘ of the ifland, 
7 he antieiit city Cranium was fituated about this place; to the north of it is a 
callle on a high hill, and a village round about it : this hill, if I miftake not, 
is called mount Gai'gafib, on which there were fome remains of a temple of 
Jupiter; it may be the old mount ^iius, where tliere was a temple built to 
Jupiter ^nefius: at the north-weft end of the harbour is the towm of Lixairi: 
there is another port to the weft called Valle de AleffaiLdro. J liis ifland is governed 
in the fame manner as Zant, by a proveditore, and two confilieri, who fit with imn, 
and have votes in hearing caufes, all three being noble Venetians; they have two or 
three Greek fyndics on the part of the people, to take care that the antient laws of 
the ifland are obferved : in thefe iflaads they keep the old ftyle. In Argofloli they 
have thiee Roman churches, and one at the caflle, and there are two Roman convents 
in the town : the bifliop, w'ho is a foflmgan of the archbifliop of Corfu, refides at 
Zant; they are Greeks in all the other, parts of the ifland, Cephalenia is w^ell 
peopled and improved, confitlenng that it is a rocky and mountainous ifland: tliis 
improvement coofills chietiy in vineyards and currant gardens j the currant trees are a 
finail foi t of vine, they export a great quantity, and the fruit grows like grapes j 
they make a fniall qinuitity of very rich wine of this fruit, which has its name from 
being the grape of Coiinth ; the beft, which are the fmalleft, are of Zanth, but 
they have theni about Patras, and ^11 up the gulph. The ftate of this ifland is very 
mlerable, for it is divided Into two great parties under Count Metakfas, and the 
family Anino, who judge in all affairs of their clients by force of arms, fo that often 
the whole ifland is under arms, it being the great aim of each party to deftroy tile 
other. Another powerful family is the Coriphanij his anceftor was a fugitive from 
Naples, and with which foever fide he joins, that party is fare to be the ftronger * 
there are befides thefe otlier families of condition, w^hich talce part on one fide or 
other, and they are all defeended from fugitives, fo that the whole illand is full of 
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very bad people; and the Venetian, governors find their account in thefe divifions; 
A itory they have invented will give feme idea of the charafler of thefe people^ as 
well as feme others : they fay that the Creator, when he made the earth, threw all 
the rubbifli here; and that there being three notorious rogues he fent one to this 
ifland, another to St. Maura, and the third to Mama. We came into the port of 
Argoftoli on the twenty-fecond, and w^ent to the town; 1 defired to be afltore as 
one performing quaranrine, and with a little money I might have obtained it, on the 
condition of being a prifoner with any one they flioiild pleaie to name, to whom I fliould 
have been fure of being a prey, and in whofe houfe I mu ft have remained, and could 
never have gone out without him, and confequently fliould not have been in a very 
agreeable fituation ^ fo I chofe to remain on boai'd the fliip, and we fet fail again on the; 
feventh of November, 


Chap, XV, — A Voyage from Leghorn to Alexandria in Egypt, 

HAVING made fome obfervations in my voyage from Leghorn to Alexandria, I 
thought it might not be difagreeable to the reader to fee them in this place. On the 
feventh of September, One thoufand feven hundred thirty-feven, we failed out of the 
road of Leghorn on board an Englifh fliip bound to Alexandria in Egypt. This fea 
is now called the Tufean fea, lying between Corfica, Sardinia, Sicily, and part of Italy, to 
the fouth of the republic of Genoa, the antient Liguria. 

We failed about two leagues from the ifland of Gorgona, w“hich is like a high rocky 
mountain, the clilFs of which, are al'nioll perpendicular all round, except in one 
place to the eaft, where they have a final 1 port called Gorgona, which is the only en¬ 
trance to the ifland, being a flielter for fmall fifliing boats. Over this port the grand’ 
duke has a fortrefswith about twenty foldlers in it, who, by their fituation are capable^ 
of hindering the landing of a conliderable body of men; fome fifliermen live at this port, 
who chiefly are employed in catching anchovies. 

We afterwards failed to the eaft of the ifland of Capraia, the Capraria of Pliny. This 
ifland is about two leagues long, and one broad, being mountainous and rocky. We 
had a plain view of the only town in it of the fame name of the ifland, which is fituated 
on the high ground over the fea to the eaft; to the fouth of it is a large caftle on a rock, 
and the town extends to the north to a fmall bay, on which there is a fifhing vlilage; the 
chief fiipport of this ifland being a trade in fifli, which they carry to Leghorn. There is a 
Francifcati convent in the town, which belongs to the province of Corfica ; this ifland 
being fubjedt to the Genoefe, 

We afterwards pafled by the ifland of Elba, the 11 va of the an Hems ; it is about 
five leagues long, and tliree broad. Pliny ftiy^ it was a hundred miles round in circum¬ 
ference, of which k may not fall much fliort, if meafured round by the bays and 
creeks, of which there ai'e a great number. The north part of this ifland, with the 
port of Ferraro, and a caltie called CofmopoH, belongs to the grand duke of fufeany- 
The fouth part (except Porto Longone, whidh belongs to the king of Sicily, and all 
about it within cannon fliot of the fortrets) is fubjeci to the duke of Piombiiio j in 
rile territory of the latter, the iron ore is found ^ and they fay, that having cleared 
the mines entirely of the ore, after leaving them about thirty years they find iron ore in 
them again, which perhaps gave rife to what Virgil fays of it; 


Ilva 

Infuk inexhauflis Chalybum generofa metallh. 
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And this alfo may be the reafon of what Pliny affinns^ that there had been more iron 
dug out of it in three thoufand years than the whole ifland would contain ; it is a very 
rem^kable paffage, Unde per tria annorum railUa plus effet ferri egeftum, quam tota 
contineret inJula^’^ They have a vulgar notion that the iron cannot be melted here^which 
poffibly may be owing to what Strabo fays of^tlialia, which fome have thought to be 
Elba -y he aiErms they could not melt tlie non on the fpot^ but carried the ore immedi¬ 
ately to the continent ^ and therefore fome think there is a quality in the air which 
hinders the ore from melting or running ; but it is more probable that they had not the 
conveniency of wood for their foundery in fo fmall an ifland- 

Three leagues to the fouth^wefl: of Elba we faw the flat ifland ofPlanofa, called by 
the Romans Plaiiafia : the land of it is fo low^ that it cannot be feen birth er than the 
diftance of four or five leagues, I was informed that ruins of houfes and cafties are feen 
on it from the fea, when they fail near it; that fifliermen and others go there in the 
day-timej but that it is not inhabited for fear of the Corfairs ; this ifland belongs to 
the duke of Piombino, 

Four leagues fouth of Elba we faw the ifland of Monte Chrifto^ which appears like 
one high mountain ; it is now uninhabited, and I have many reafons to think that it is 
^thaUa of Strabo, which has lb much puzzled the geographers; many of them 
having conjetliired that it w’^as Elba; but as Strabo liimfeli was at PopuIonium on the 
promontory^of Piombino, and law the iflands of this feafrom that place, we can¬ 
not fnppofe he coula be niiftaken; and in another part he mentions both Ilva and 
-dithalia, fo that it cannot be Elba; he alio makes ^thalia equally dillantffoui Corfica 
and Populomum, that is three hundred ftadia or thirty-feven miles and a half, and 
Monte Chrifto anfwers exadily, nieaiuring on the fea charts about twelve leagues or 
thirty-fix: miles for each. There is alfo no other ifland on that fide of Corlica and 
Sardinia, except Capraia, which can be feen from Populonium; and Monte Chrifto 
bemg fo near Elba, is moil likely to partake of the nature of the foO of it, producing 
iron ore m the fame manner, which might grow again in the pits ^ the knowledge of 
winch may be lolt by reafon that the ifland is now uninhabited, Strabo mentions 
the port Argons m this ifland, wloich he obferves (according to fabulous hiftory) was 
laid to be fo called from Jafon's touching there with the fliip Argos, when he 

was m fearch of the habitation of Circe 5 Medea, as they fay, being defirous to fee 
that goddels* j d 

u leagues weft of Monte Argentato in Italy we faw the ifland of Gigho, called 

by the Romans, Idilium, AJgiliuni, and Iginium ; we could but juft fee the flat ifland 
ot Gjannti, four miles fouth-weft of Giglio, thought to be Dianium of Pliny, called 
k Artemifia and Artemita, We had for a confiderable time a fight of 

r^ of Baftia, on the fiat ihore on the 

ealt fide of it. We were feveral days eaft of Sardinia; having often a fight of that 
Ifland, as we were frequently becalmed, and fometimes had contrary winds: fo 
that we did not fee Sicily till the thirteenth day from the time we fet fail, though 
refpedts was by no means unpleafant, as we had very fine 

nnJ! weftern of the Liparse iflands, called 

j r ■ ’ \ ^ ifland Euonynms of Strabo; to agree with whofe 

fhp S, geographers in their maps have made an ifland fouth-eaa of 

the others, ^d called it Enonymus ; becaufe Strabo fays, that it is the fartheft to the 
left ikihng from the ifle ofLipara to Sicily, and that on this account it had its name: 

but 
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but for reafons I fliall mention, I apprehend that Strabo meant it was on the left, 
failing from Sicily to theifle ofLipara; for, he fays, this illand is farther out in the fea 
than any of them, which could not be properly faid of an ifland to the fouth-eaft of 
the others, becaufe that would be nearer to the land both of Italy and Sicily; and if 
it were not for this objeftion, it might be an ifland called Volcanello, to the fouth-eaft 
of Volcano, at a very little diftance from it; wliich is a very fmall ifland, that has a 
fmoaking Volcano ; the other Volcano breaking out in flames. I muft obferve, that 
all the maps, efpecially thofe of the old geographers, are very falfe with regard to 
thefe iflands; and I find the fea charts are moft to be depended on for the number 
and frtuation of them j though I obferved that De Lifle’s map only is right in making 
two Volcano iflands, one larger than the other ; who, notwit hftanding, iff am rightly 
informed, is miftaken in placing the little one to the north, which ought to be to the 
fonth-eaft. I could not but pleafe myfelf with the imagination that I was near the 
place where the Romans, at the Liparje iflands, gained their firll fea vldory, in a moft 
fignal engagement with the Carthaginians, under the condud of the conful Duilius; 
who was not only honoured for it in a folemn manner, but had a fort of triumph 
decreed him during his whole life, and the famous Columna Roftrata was ereded to 
his honour, which is now to be feen in Rome, with a long inicription on it, and is one of 
the greateft and moft curious pieces of antiquity remaining; being about two thoufand 
years old. 

I faw cape Gallo, which is very near the port of Palermo, and falling in with the 
weft of Sicily, we failed between the iflands called by the antients iEgares ; though in 
all the maps we fee particular names given them by the old geographers, yet I cannot 
find that the old names of thefe three iflands are certainly known; that to the north 
eaft oppofite to Trapano, from which it is ten miles diftant, is now called Levanzo ; 
fouth of it is the ifland Favagnana, which is ten miles in circumference: it is a fine 
fertile fpot of ground, being moftly a flat, with a high hill towards the north fide, on 
which there are three cattles garrifoned by the king of Sicily; in one of which the 
governor refides. This place was a great refuge for the Corfairs j and they frequently 
came out from it, and infefted the feas till Charles the fifth carried his arms into 
Africa. The third ifland, thirty miles weft of Trapano, is called Maritimo ; it appears 
like a high mountain; to the north-eaft of it is a rocky promontory, which is a 
peninfula, and much lower than the reft of the ifland; on which there is a cattle built, 
where they keep a garrifon; the iflands called ^^gates are famous for a fecond fignal 
viQiory by fea which the Romans obtained over the Carthaginians under the 
command of the conful I.utatius Catulus; concerning which the hiftorian fays, that 
after the battle- die whole fea between Sicily and Sardinia was covered with the 
wreck and ruins of the enemies fleet j and this total defeat put an end to the firft 
Punic war. 

The mountain of Trapano is one of the firft things that ftrikes the eye to the weft 
of Sicily, on the top of it is a caftle; and at the foot of this hill to the weft is a flat 
point of land which ftretches into the fea, and the city of Trapano ftands there, on the 
fpot where the antient Drepanum was fituated; this is called by Virgil Illtetabilis ora, 
becaufe here jEneas loft his father Anchifes, and after his return from Carthage, he 
celebrated divine honours to his memory in this place. This city is remarkable for 
aftions in the Punic wars, as well as the fmall ifland of Columbaria oppofite to it. 
The mountain of Trapano to the weft is mount Eryx, fo famous for the worfliip of 
Venus, who on this account was called Venus Erycina. Virgil makes the temple of this 

goddefs 
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goddefs to be built by iEneas and his followers, when he was about to leave behbldhita 
the women, and infirm people to fettle on the ifland : 

Turn vicina adris Et^cino in vertice fedcs 
Ftiiidatur Veneri Idalioc. 

Strabo fays> that the town on the top of the hill was originally inhabited by women 
dedicated to the goddefs by foreign nadonSj as well as by the Sicilians; bnt that in 
his time it was inhabited by nienj and the temple was ferved by priefts, who lived in 
great poverty ; the place not being then frequented : he adds that the Romans built a 
temple to this goddefs at Rome without the Porta Collina, called the temple of Venus 
Erycina ; fo that probably the devotion was removed to that place. 

To the foiith of Trapano I had a plain view of the city of Marzala^ built where 
Lilybseum {lood, which was the port where they ufually enibarked^ for Carthage: 
the promontory and town alfo are often mentioned in hiftory, efpecially that of the 
Iconic wars: it is faid the port was deftroyed by the Romans, in order to hinder the 
convenient palfage of the Carthaginians to and from the port, in cafe they fhould 
afterwards recover it; and it was entirely filled up again by Don John of Auftria in 
One thoufand five hundred and fixty-feven, Auguftus brought a colony to this^ town. 
The fea-coaft being fhoally it aiifwers in that refpeft very well to the defcription of 
Virgil In this verfe, 

Et vada dura lego faxls LUjbeia cscis, 

I faw between Sicily and Africa the ifland of Pantelera, whicli was called Cofyra 
by the Romans, and by Strabo Coffura; who fays it was equally diftant from Lily- 
baeum, and the city of Afpis, or CInpea of the Carthaginians; it is confirmed to be 
that ifland from the name of Cofra which the inhabitants of Africa now give it in the 
Ai^abic language: it belongs to Sicily, and is made ufe of as a place ot banifhmeiit. 
To the fouth-eaft of this is the ifland of Limofa, and a few leagues fouth of that, a 
larger ifland called Lanipidofa, which did belong to a Chriftian hermit, and a 
Marabut or Torkifli hermit, and ferved as a place both for Chriftiaiis and forks 
to take in provifions, with an agreement that neither of them fhould fufter from 
thofe of the different religion. The Marabut dying not long ago, tiie Mahometan 
Corfairs feized on what was on the ifland, and carried the Chriftian aw^ay captive, 
of which great complaint was made by the French conful wdio demanded the 
captive, 

Strabo in three places mentions the ifle jSEgimunjs together with Coffura; in one 
particularly, fpeaking of the feveral fmall iflands in general as near Coflura and 
Sicily, he only mentions ^gimurus in particular, and therefore probably it was the 
Jargeft of them. The three iflands which ai’e near Pantelera or Cofyra, are Semetto, 
Limofa, and Lanipidofa; and the lafl: being much the largeft, probably it is iEgimurus. 
On this ifland, in the firfl Punic war, the Carthaginian fleet was fliipwrecked in the 
confuifhip of Fabiiis Buteo. 

Wc thought we faw cape Bona, wdiich is the north-eaft promontory of the great 
bay of Carthage. The fea to the fouth of Sicily was called by the antients the 
Libyan or African fea, and comprehended that part of the Mediterranean, which is 
on the coafl: of Africa, from the entrance into this fea at the pillars of Hercules, or 
the freights of Gibraltar,' to the eaft bounds of Cyrenaica, where the Eg)q>tian fea 
begun. This is now commonly called the fea of Barbary along the AiVic coaft^ 
and on the fide of Sicily the fea goes by the name of the channel of Malta, 
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When we approaclied Sicily I found we were failing along the fame coaft by whicli 
.®neas made his voyage; and as I had a view of the cities and places on the fliore, 
I could not but obferve the juftice and poetical beauties of the defcriptionsofthe oreat 
nrafter of the Latin Epic poetry. 

As foon as we had doubled the fouth-weft point of Sicily we fawthe city of Mazra, 
the antient Mazara, from which one third part of Sicily is now called Valle di Mazara: 
fome way to the eaft of it was the famous city of Selinus, which was dcftroyed before 
Strabo’s time. The poet makes mention of it as abounding in palm trees; 

Teque datis linquo veatis palmofa. Selin us* 

We afterw'ards had a very plain view of the city of Xiacca on the fide of a high ground. 
Sailing on I faw the city of Girgenti on the fide of a hill, being built up to the top of 
it; this town is about four miles from the fea, and is the antient city of Agrigentum, 
where the tyrant Phalaris refided. This city remained w'hen moft of the other towns 
on the fouth of Sicily were deftroyed in the Carthaginian wars: it was firft a colony of 
lonians j and afterwards a colony was brought to it from the cities of Sicily by T. 
IVIanlius the Prajtor. Under the Greek name Acragas Virgil defcribes its eminent 
fituation, as well as mentions its having been formerly famous for a fine breed of 
horfes: 

Arduus inde Acragas oftentat maxima longe 

Mscniaj magnanimiim quoDdam generator cquoruin. 

At the fame time 1 had a plain view o'f mount .^tna, which now among the vulg^’^ 
goes by the name of mount Gibello, and is feen almoft all along the fouth and eaft 
coafts of Sicily : I difcerned a very little fmoke afeending from the top of it. This 
mountain, fo famous among the antieiits, is verj^ beautifully deferibed by Virgil, as 
feen by ^neas from the coafts of the Cyclops about Catana, where Ulylfes had put 
in not long before, and where both thofe heroes, according to the fiftions of the poet, 
met with fuch extraordinary adventures in relation to Polyphemus. I foon afterwards 
faw cape Leocate at the mouth of the river Salfo, the antient Hiniera, near w^hich 
there was a caftle called Phaiarium, where it is faid the brazen bull was kept: there 
is alfo a river called Rocella, which runs into the fea to the north of Sicily, the fource 
of which is near the fountains of Salfo, and the Rocella was formerly alfo called the 
Himera, which gave occafion to the antients to make a very extraordinary ftory, 
affirming that thefe two rivers were one, and called Himera, and that part of the river 
run north, and the other part fouth, and that in fome places the water was freffi, and 
in others fait; of which Vitruvius gives the true caufe, that one part of this river, or 
rather one of thefe rivers pafled through places where they dug fait; for in the middle 
of the ifland, about the fource of the river Salfo, there are mines of rock fait, which 
probably is the reafon of the modern name of this river. 

Further to the eaft I faw a city called Terra Nova, near a river of the fame name; 
this is fuppofed to be Gela, which had its name alfo from the river, as is mentioned 
by the poet: 

Apparet Camarina procul, carai>ique Geloi, 

Itnmanifque Gela fluvii cognoroine 

There is but one city more mentioned by Virgil on the fouth fide of Sicily, which was 
in ruins in Strabo’s time: the place where it flood is now called Camarana, the old name 
of the city being Camarina, a colony of the Syracufans. 
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V/e had a fight of Malta at a great diftance, and at length came up with cape Palfaro 
the old promontory of Pachynum; as it is a peninfula, and the laud very low to the 
weft of it, fo it appears at a diftance like an illand, with a caftle built on it, in order to 
hinder fliips from going into the port, to lay in wait for other veflels. Tlie ground off 
this cape is very fod, and ihips cannot come to anchor there without danger of cutting 
their cables, fo that it anfwers very well to the poet’s defcription of it r 

Hinc alias cautesj projeftaque faxa Pachyni 

Iv^dimusa 

Over this cape we Taw the high lands about Syracufe. 

To.the eaft of Sicily is that fea which was called by the antients, firft the Aufonian 
fea^ and afterwards the Sicilian fea; it extended from the ftreighls of Sicily, now called 
ihe Faro ofMeluna, to the promontory of lapygia in Italy, to the mouth of the Adriatic 
tea, to the bay Ambracius in Greece, and as far as Crete, having the African fea to 
tile fouth : 1 do not find any particular name for this fea at prefent, but the mariners call 
all tliefe feas as far as the Adriatic, by the general name of the Mediterranean, as they 
call the feas farther to the eall the Levant. 

We loft fight of Sicily on the twemy-firfl: of September in the evening, and making 
a great run on the twenty-fourth in the morning we faw to the north of us the high 
mountains of Candia, the antient Crete, which is remarkable, as it was the fcene of lo 
many fables of the antients. 

From Crete eaftward near to Cyprus it was called the iEgyptian fea, extending wcft- 
wzrd on the coaft of Africa to Cyreniaca, where the African fea began. 

On the twenty-feventh of September we came in fight of the coaft of Africa about 
cape Solyman, in the kingdom ofBat'ca, and juft on the confines of iEgypt, which was 
that part of Marmarica about little Catatohmus, where the famous temple of Jupiter 
Ammon was fituated, to which Alexander the great U'avelled with fo much difficulty to 
confult the oracle : near it there was a famous fountain of the fun, which, they fay, was 
cold at noon, began to grow warm at night, and was very hot about midnight. The 
next day we came in fight of the tower of Arabia, and the day after faw Alexandria ; 
as we approached it we had a verj' agreeable profped: of the famous column, of the walls, 
of the old city, of the country covered with palm trees, wdiich grow to a great height, 
rifing up above the buildings of the city. And on the twenty-ninth we arrived in the 
port of Alexandria, after a very pleafant and agreeable voyage of twenty-three days- 
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